
August 22,2005 

Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehrnan, Jr., (USN., Ret) 
Base Realignment and Closure 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

AUG 2 4 2005 
Received 

RE: Closing of the 1 7 9 ~  Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio 

Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehman, Jr., (USN, Ret): 

This letter is to inform you of my and my family's support for keeping the 179" 
Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio fiom closing. I have lived in this community for 70 years 
and been in business for 52 years at the same location. Having been in business for 52 
years, I understand the necessity of managing, assets versus expenses and sometimes it is 
necessary to close certain operations. I also understand the Pentagon's need to do the 
same. My appeal is based upon the fact we have had a military base in our community as 
long as I can remember. At one time it was the 1 6 4 ~ ~  Fighter Squadron, and 
subsequently, the C- 130 Squadron. 

It is not for me to argue the Air Force's decision of consolidation. However, I 
feel that by placing large numbers of aircraft in central locations creates the same 
vulnerability as Pearl Harbor in 1941. Recognizing the enemy today is totally different 
than the sneak attack on Pearl Enemy. By dispersing our military assets into many 
locations we will not give the terrorists an opportunity to inflict a repeat of the tragic 
damage of 911 1. Today we are fighting the battle for homeland security and I believe we 
have to eliminate any opportunity for the terrorists to gain the fame as evidenced by 911 1. 
I firmly believe in spreading the military assets. 

It has been documented that the personnel of our 1 7 9 ~ ~  Air Base have one of the 
most outstanding retention records of servicte in the Air National Guard. Further, our 
military personnel are fully trained and experienced in performing their task. To relocate 
the military, the C-130s would necessitate those local personnel at the new Air Base to 
become newly trained to maintain and operate these aircraft. 
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I know that this has to be a most difficult decision in considering the magnitude of 
the total adjustment of reorganization being sought by the Pentagon. However, to 
summarize, we have a great physical facility with two runways, infrastructure support 
from the community, eight C-130 aircraft, dedicated personnel and trained personnel. 
who have shown their ability when called upon to serve this Nation in times of conflict. 
And, finally, by dispersing our military assets in scattered locations instead of more 
central locations, we feel we do not offer the terrorists an opportunity to repeat another 
9/11 event. 

When called upon to serve in conflicts around the world throughout the years, the 
1 7 9 ~  Air Base personnel have completed their tasks with professionalism and patriotism. 
It is my hope you will make the decision to preserve the 179'~ Air Base that contributes 
so much to the way of life we enjoy in America. 

Thank you for allowing me to present this opinion to you. As you meditate and 
frnalize your decision, I pray that God will be with you. 

6 a n t  Milliron 

cc: The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret) 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 



August 22,2005 

General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret:) 
Base Realignment and Closure 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE: Closing of the 179' Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio 

General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret) 

This letter is to inform you of my and my family's support for keeping the 179" 
Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio from closing. I have lived in this community for 70 years 
and been in business for 52 years at the same location. Having been in business for 52 
years, I understand the necessity of managing assets versus expenses and sometimes it is 
necessary to close certain operations. I also understand the Pentagon's need to do the 
same. My appeal is based upon the fact we have had a military base in our community as 
long as I can remember. At one time it was the 164'~ Fighter Squadron, and 
subsequently, the C-130 Squadron. 

It is not for me to argue the Air Force's decision of consolidation. However, I 
feel that by placing large numbers of aircraft in central locations creates the same 
vulnerability as Pearl Harbor in 1941. Recognizing the enemy today is totally different 
than the sneak attack on Pearl Enemy. By dispersing our military assets into many 
locations we will not give the terrorists an opportunity to inflict a repeat of the tragic 
damage of 91 1 1. Today we are fighting the battle for homeland security and I believe we 
have to eliminate any opportunity for the terrorists to gain the fame as evidenced by 911 1. 
I firmly believe in spreading the military assets. 

It has been documented that the personnel of our 179" Air Base have one of the 
most outstanding retention records of service in the Air National Guard. Further, our 
military personnel are fully trained and experienced in performing their task. To relocate 
the military, the C-130s would necessitate those local personnel at the new Air Base to 
become newly trained to maintain and operate these aircraft. 



I know that this has to be a most difficult decision in considering the magnitude of 
the total adjustment of reorganization being sought by the Pentagon. However, to 
summarize, we have a great physical facility with two runways, infrastructure support 
from the community, eight C-130 aircraft, dedicated personnel and trained personnel. 
who have shown their ability when called upon to serve this Nation in times of conflict. 
And, finally, by dispersing our military assets in scattered locations instead of more 
central locations, we feel we do not offer the terrorists an opportunity to repeat another 
911 1 event. 

When called upon to serve in conflicts around the world throughout the years, the 
1 79& Air Base personnel have completed their tasks with professionalism and patriotism. 
It is my hope you will make the decision to preserve the 1 7 9 ~ ~  Air Base that contributes 
so much to the way of life we enjoy in America. 

Thank you for allowing me to present this opinion to you. As you meditate and 
finalize your decision, I pray that God will be with you. 

Respectfblly, 

&-ant Milliron / 

cc: The Honorable Anth0ny.J. Principi - Chairman 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehman, Jr., (USN, Ret) 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 



August 22,2005 

General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
Base Realignment and Closure 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE: Closing of the 1 79th Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio 

AUCi 2 4 2005 
Received 

General James T. Hill, (USA, Ret): 

This letter is to inform you of my and my family's support for keeping the 179& 
Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio fkom closing. I have lived in this community for 70 years 
and been in business for 52 years at the same location. Having been in business for 52 
years, I understand the necessity of managing assets versus expenses and sometimes it is 
necessary to close certain operations. I also understand the Pentagon's need to do the 
same. My appeal is based upon the fact we have had a military base in our community as 
long as I can remember. At one time it was the 164'~ Fighter Squadron, and 
subsequently, the C- 130 Squadron. 

It is not for me to argue the Air Force's decision of consolidation. However, I 
feel that by placing large numbers of aircra.fi in central locations creates the same 
vulnerability as Pearl Harbor in 1941. Recognizing the enemy today is totally different 
than the sneak attack on Pearl Enemy. By dispersing our military assets into many 
locations we will not give the terrorists an opportunity to inflict a repeat of the tragic 
damage of 911 1. Today we are fighting the battle for homeland security and I believe we 
have to eliminate any opportunity for the terrorists to gain the fame as evidenced by 911 1. 
I firmly believe in spreading the military assets. 

It has been documented that the personnel of our 179th Air Base have one of the 
most outstanding retention records of service in the Air National Guard. Further, our 
military personnel are hlly trained and experienced in performing their task. To relocate 
the military, the C-130s would necessitate those local personnel at the new Air Base to 
become newly trained to maintain and operate these aircraft. 



I know that this has to be a most difficult decision in considering the magnitude of 
the total adjustment of reorganization being sought by the Pentagon. However, to 
summarize, we have a great physical facility with two runways, infrastructure support 
fkom the community, eight C- 1 30 aircraft, dedicated personnel and trained personnel. 
who have shown their ability when called upon to serve this Nation in times of conflict. 
And, finally, by dispersing our military assets in scattered locations instead of more 
central locations, we feel we do not offer the terrorists an opportunity to repeat another 
9/11 event. 

When called upon to serve in conflicts around the world throughout the years, the 
179" Air Base personnel have completed their tasks with professionalism and patriotism. 
It is my hope you will make the decision to preserve the 1 79th Air Base that contributes 
so much to the way of life we enjoy in Amerka. 

Thank you for allowing me to present this opinion to you. As you meditate and 
finalize your decision, I pray that God will be with you. 

Grant Milliron 

cc: The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehrnan, Jr., (USN, Ret) 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret) 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 



August 22,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
Base Realignment and Closure 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE: Closing of the 179" Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio 

BRAC Coinmission 

AUG 2 4 2005 
Hiecelved 

The Honorable James V. Hansen: 

This letter is to inform you of my and my family's support for keeping the 179" 
Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio f?om closing. I have lived in this community for 70 years 
and been in business for 52 years at the same location. Having been in business for 52 
years, I understand the necessity of managing assets versus expenses and sometimes it is 
necessary to close certain operations. I also understand the Pentagon's need to do the 
same. My appeal is based upon the fact we have had a military base in our community as 
long as I can remember. At one time it was the 164th Fighter Squadron, and 
subsequently, the C- 130 Squadron. 

It is not for me to argue the Air Force's decision of consolidation. However, I 
feel that by placing large numbers of aircraft in central locations creates the same 
vulnerability as Pearl Harbor in 1941. Recognizing the enemy today is totally different 
than the sneak attack on Pearl Enemy. By dispersing our military assets into many 
locations we will not give the terrorists an opportunity to inflict a repeat of the tragic 
damage of 911 1. Today we are fighting the battle for homeland security and I believe we 
have to eliminate any opportunity for the terrorists to gain the fame as evidenced by 911 1. 
I firmly believe in spreading the military assets. 

It has been documented that the personnel of our 179th Air Base have one of the 
most outstanding retention records of service in the Air National Guard. Further, our 
military personnel are fully trained and experienced in performing their task. To relocate 
the military, the C-130s would necessitate those local personnel at the new Air Base to 
become newly trained to maintain and operate these aircraft. 
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I know that this has to be a most difficult decision in considering the magnitude of 
the total adjustment of reorganization being sought by the Pentagon. However, to 
summarize, we have a great physical facility with two runways, infrastructure support 
from the community, eight C-130 aircraft, dedicated personnel and trained personnel. 
who have shown their ability when called upon to serve this Nation in times of conflict. 
And, finally, by dispersing our military assets in scattered locations instead of more 
central locations, we feel we do not offer the terrorists an opportunity to repeat another 
911 1 event. 

When called upon to serve in conflicts around the world throughout the years, the 
1 79h Air Base personnel have completed their tasks with professionalism and patriotism. 
It is my hope you will make the decision to preserve the 179th Air Base that contributes 
so much to the way of life we enjoy in America. 

Thank you for allowing me to present this opinion to you. As you meditate and 
finalize your decision, I pray that God will be .with you. 

Respectfully, 

cc: The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehrnan, Jr., (USN, Ret) 
General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF;, Ret) 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 



August 22,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 
Base Realignment and Closure 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE: Closing of the 1 7gh Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio 

BRAC Commission 

AUG :! '1 2005 
Received 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret)~: 

This letter is to inform you of my and my family's support for keeping the 1 7 9 ~  
Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio fiom closing. I have lived in this community for 70 years 
and been in business for 52 years at the same location. Having been in business for 52 
years, I understand the necessity of managing assets versus expenses and sometimes it is 
necessary to close certain operations. I also understand the Pentagon's need to do the 
same. My appeal is based upon the fact we have had a military base in our community as 
long as I can remember. At one time it was the 1 6 4 ~ ~  Fighter Squadron, and 
subsequently, the C-130 Squadron. 

It is not for me to argue the Air Force's decision of consolidation. However, I 
feel that by placing large numbers of aircraft in central locations creates the same 
vulnerability as Pearl Harbor in 1941. Recognizing the enemy today is totally different 
than the sneak attack on Pearl Enemy. By dispersing our military assets into many 
locations we will not give the terrorists an opportunity to inflict a repeat of the tragic 
damage of 911 1. Today we are fighting the battle for homeland security and I believe we 
have to eliminate any opportunity for the terrorists to gain the fame as evidenced by 911 1. 
I firmly believe in spreading the military assets. 

It has been documented that the personnel of our 1 7gth Air Base have one of the 
most outstanding retention records of service in the Air National Guard. Further, our 
military personnel are hlly trained and experienced in performing their task. To relocate 
the military, the C-130s would necessitate those local personnel at the new Air Base to 
become newly trained to maintain and operate .these aircraft. 



I know that this has to be a most difficult decision in considering the magnitude of 
the total adjustment of reorganization being sought by the Pentagon. However, to 
summarize, we have a great physical facility with two runways, infrastructure support 
from the community, eight C-130 aircraft, dedicated personnel and trained personnel. 
who have shown their ability when called upon to serve this Nation in times of conflict. 
And, finally, by dispersing our military assets in scattered locations instead of more 
central locations, we feel we do not offer the: terrorists an opportunity to repeat another 
911 1 event. 

When called upon to serve in conflicts around the world throughout the years, the 
179& Air Base personnel have completed their tasks with professionalism and patriotism. 
It is my hope you will make the decision to preserve the 17gth Air Base that contributes 
so much to the way of life we enjoy in America. 

Thank you for allowing me to present this opinion to you. As you meditate and 
finalize your decision, I pray that God will be with you. 

cc: The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehman, Jr., (USN, Ret) 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret) 



August 22, 2005 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Base Realignment and Closure 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Received 

RE: Closing of the 1 7 9 ~  Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner: 

This letter is to inform you of my and my family's support for keeping the 1 7 9 ~  
Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio fiom closing. I have lived in this community for 70 years 
and been in business for 52 years at the same location. Having been in business for 52 
years, I understand the necessity of managing assets versus expenses and sometimes it is 
necessary to close certain operations. I also understand the Pentagon's need to do the 
same. My appeal is based upon the fact we have had a military base in our community as 
long as I can remember. At one time it. was the 164'~ Fighter Squadron, and 
subsequently, the C- 130 Squadron. 

It is not for me to argue the Air Force's decision of consolidation. However, I 
feel that by placing large numbers of aircraft in central locations creates the same 
vulnerability as Pearl Harbor in 1941. Recognizing the enemy today is totally different 
than the sneak attack on Pearl Enemy. By dispersing our military assets into many 
locations we will not give the terrorists an opportunity to inflict a repeat of the tragic 
damage of 9/11. Today we are fighting the battle for homeland security and I believe we 
have to eliminate any opportunity for the terrorists to gain the fame as evidenced by 911 1. 
I f m l y  believe in spreading the military assets. 

It has been documented that the personnel of our 179& Air Base have one of the 
most outstanding retention records of service in the Air National Guard. Further, our 
military personnel are fblly trained and experierlced in performing their task. To relocate 
the military, the C-130s would necessitate those local personnel at the new Air Base to 
become newly trained to maintain and operate these aircraft. 



I know that this has to be a most difficult decision in considering the magnitude of 
the total adjustment of reorganization being sought by the Pentagon. However, to 
summarize, we have a great physical facility with two runways, infrastructure support 
fiom the community, eight C-130 aircraft, dedicated personnel and trained personnel. 
who have shown their ability when called upon to serve this Nation in times of conflict. 
And, finally, by dispersing our military assets in scattered locations instead of more 
central locations, we feel we do not offer the terrorists an opportunity to repeat another 
9/11 event. 

When called upon to serve in conflicts around the world throughout the years, the 
179" Air Base personnel have completed their tasks with professionalism and patriotism. 
It is my hope you will make the decision to preserve the 179'~ Air Base that contributes 
so much to the way of life we enjoy in America. 

Thank you for allowing me to present this opinion to you. As you meditate and 
finalize your decision, I pray that God will be with you. 

L Grant Milliron 

cc: The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehrnan, Jr., (USN, Ret) 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret) 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 



I M MILLIRON 

August 22, 2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE: Closing of the 179* Air Base in Mansfielcl, Ohio 
AUG i :: 2005 

Kecelved 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman: 

This letter is to inform you of my and my family's support for keeping the 179" 
Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio fiom closing. I have lived in this community for 70 years 
and been in business for 52 years at the same location. Having been in business for 52 
years, I understand the necessity of managing assets versus expenses and sometimes it is 
necessary to close certain operations. I also understand the Pentagon's need to do the 
same. My appeal is based upon the fact we have had a military base in our community as 
long as I can remember. At one time it was the 164'~ Fighter Squadron, and 
subsequently, the C- 130 Squadron. 

It is not for me to argue the Air Force's decision of consolidation. However, I 
feel that by placing large numbers of aircraft in central locations creates the same 
vulnerability as Pearl Harbor in 1941. Recognizing the enemy today is totally different 
than the sneak attack on Pearl Enemy. By dispersing our military assets into many 
locations we will not give the terrorists an opportunity to inflict a repeat of the tragic 
damage of 911 1. Today we are fighting the battle for homeland security and I believe we 
have to eliminate any opportunity for the terrorists to gain the fame as evidenced by 9/11. 
I firmly believe in spreading the military assets. 

It has been documented that the personnel of our 179th Air Base have one of the 
most outstanding retention records of service in the Air National Guard. Further, our 
military personnel are fully trained and experienced in performing their task. To relocate 
the military, the C-130s would necessitate those local personnel at the new Air Base to 
become newly trained to maintain and operate these aircraft. 



I know that this has to be a most difficult decision in considering the magnitude of 
the total adjustment of reorganization being sought by the Pentagon. However, to 
summarize, we have a great physical facility with two runways, infrastructure support 
from the community, eight C-130 aircraft, dedicated personnel and trained personnel. 
who have shown their ability when called upon to serve this Nation in times of conflict. 
And, finally, by dispersing our military assets in scattered locations instead of more 
central locations, we feel we do not offer the terrorists an opportunity to repeat another 
911 1 event. 

When called upon to serve in conflicts around the world throughout the years, the 
1 7 9 ~  Air Base personnel have completed their tasks with professionalism and patriotism. 
It is my hope you will make the decision to preserve the 17gth Air Base that contributes 
so much to the way of life we enjoy in America. 

Thank you for allowing me to present this opinion to 
finalize your decision, I pray that God will be: with you. 

you. As you meditate and 

b.. 

Grant Milliron 

Cc: The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehman, Jr., CJSN, Ret) 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret) 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 



August 2:2,2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Base Realignment and Closure 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

nu5 ? 4 20% 
Kcwived 

RE: Closing of the 1 79th Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray: 

This letter is to inform you of my and my family's support for keeping the 179" 
Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio fiom closing. I have lived in this community for 70 years 
and been in business for 52 years at the same location. Having been in business for 52 
years, I understand the necessity of managing assets versus expenses and sometimes it is 
necessary to close certain operations. I also understand the Pentagon's need to do the 
same. My appeal is based upon the fact we have had a military base in our community as 
long as I can remember. At one time it was the 1 6 4 ~  Fighter Squadron, and 
subsequently, the C- 130 Squadron. 

It is not for me to argue the Air Force's decision of consolidation. However, I 
feel that by placing large numbers of aircraft in central locations creates the same 
vulnerability as Pearl Harbor in 1941. Recognizing the enemy today is totally different 
than the sneak attack on Pearl Enemy. By dispersing our military assets into many 
locations we will not give the terrorists an opportunity to inflict a repeat of the tragic 
damage of 9/11. Today we are fighting the battle for homeland security and I believe we 
have to eliminate any opportunity for the terrorists to gain the fame as evidenced by 9/11. 
1 firmly believe in spreading the military assets. 

It has been documented that the personnel of our 179th Air Base have one of the 
most outstanding retention records of service in the Air National Guard. Further, our 
military personnel are fully trained and experienced in performing their task. To relocate 
the military, the C-130s would necessitate those local personnel at the new Air Base to 
become newly trained to maintain and operate these aircraft. 



I know that this has to be a most difficult decision in considering the magnitude of 
the total adjustment of reorganization being sought by the Pentagon. However, to 
summarize, we have a great physical facility with two runways, infrastructure support 
fiom the community, eight C-130 aircraft, dedicated personnel and trained personnel. 
who have shown their ability when called upon to serve this Nation in times of conflict. 
And, finally, by dispersing our military assets in scattered locations instead of more 
central locations, we feel we do not offer the terrorists an opportunity to repeat another 
911 1 event. 

When called upon to serve in conflicts around the world throughout the years, the 
179' Air Base personnel have completed their tasks with professionalism and patriotism. 
It is my hope you will make the decision to preserve the 179'~ Air Base that contributes 
so much to the way of life we enjoy in America. 

Thank you for allowing me to present this opinion to you. As you meditate and 
finalize your decision, I pray that God will be with you. 

Grant Milliron 

Cc: The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehman, Jr., WSN, Ret) 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret) 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 



August 22,2005 

The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Base Realignment and Closure 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RRLC Commission 

RE: Closing of the 1 7 9 ~  Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio 

The Honorable Philip Coyle: 

This letter is to inform you of my and my family's support for keeping the 179& 
Air Base in Mansfield, Ohio ftom closing. I have lived in this community for 70 years 
and been in business for 52 years at the same location. Having been in business for 52 
years, I understand the necessity of managing assets versus expenses and sometimes it is 
necessary to close certain operations. I also understand the Pentagon's need to do the 
same. My appeal is based upon the fact we have had a military base in our community as 
long as I can remember. At one time it was the 164'" Fighter Squadron, and 
subsequently, the C- 1 30 Squadron. 

It is not for me to argue the Air Force"s decision of consolidation. However, I 
feel that by placing large numbers of aircraft in central locations creates the same 
vulnerability as Pearl Harbor in 1941. Recognizing the enemy today is totally different 
than the sneak attack on Pearl Enemy. By dispersing our military assets into many 
locations we will not give the terrorists an opportunity to inflict a repeat of the tragic 
damage of 9/11. Today we are fighting the battle for homeland security and I believe we 
have to eliminate any opportunity for the terrorists to gain the fame as evidenced by 9/11. 
I firmly believe in spreading the military assets. 

It has been documented that the personnel of our 1 7 9 ~ ~  Air Base have one of the 
most outstanding retention records of service in the Air National Guard. Further, our 
military personnel are fully trained and experienced in performing their task. To relocate 
the military, the C-130s would necessitate those local personnel at the new Air Base to 
become newly trained to maintain and operate these aircraft. 



I know that this has to be a most difficult decision in considering the magnitude of 
the total adjustment of reorganization being sought by the Pentagon. However, to 
summarize, we have a great physical facility with two runways, infrastructure support 
from the community, eight C-130 aircraft, dedicated personnel and trained personnel. 
who have shown their ability when called upon to serve this Nation in times of conflict. 
And, finally, by dispersing our military assets in scattered locations instead of more 
central locations, we feel we do not offer the terrorists an opportunity to repeat another 
911 1 event. 

When called upon to serve in conflicts around the world throughout the years, the 
1 7 9 ~  Air Base personnel have completed their tasks with professionalism and patriotism. 
It is my hope you will make the decision to preserve the 1 7 9 ~  Air Base that contributes 
so much to the way of life we enjoy in America. 

Thank you for allowing me to present this opinion to you. As you meditate and 
finalize your decision, I pray that God will be with you. 

=%2GedfWA 
d m t  Milliron 

cc: The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehman, Jr., (IJSN, Ret) 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
General Lloyd W. "Fig" Newton (USAF, Ret) 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 


