
The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from the list of military 
facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient care. This 
exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, but also 
contributes significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 
experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 
understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both 
archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse group of 
medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal 
disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health professionals alone were 
educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues inchding live courses, seminars and 
lntemet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian 
medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respecffully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the 
BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

DCN 8032



JOHNS HOPKINS 
I l l .  \ s 0 S  

Department of Pathology 
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Building 
401 N. Broadway 1 Room 2242 
Baltimore MD 21231-2410 
41 0-502-0532 / Fax 41 0-61 4-1 287 
rvangl@jhmi.edu 

Division of Gynecologic Pathology 
Russell Vang, M.D. 
Assistant Professor 

August 12,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
(AFTP) from the list of military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable 
resource for disease research and patient care. This exceptional institution not only 
provides outstanding service to our nation's milita~y community, but also contributes 
significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to 
researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has 
helped medical professionals understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and 
sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both archived material as well as newly 
acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical 
education to a diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, 
forensics. radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and 
urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health professionals alone were educated 
and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, 
seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base 
and ensures the competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major 



loss to both military and civilian medicine, especially at this time. if AFIP1s consultative 
services were discontinued. 

Previously, I was a staff member and Vice Chairman of the Dept. of GYN & Breast 
Pathology at the AFIP. I can honestly say that the AFIP provides very important 
consultations and research for pathologists and patients in the U.S.. as well as world- 
wide. Losing the AFIP would be a major disservice to the medical community. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays 
a key role in the advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the 
health of our nation's citizens. First, I respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its 
recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC to ensure that the 
integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

tW-4 Ll 
Russell Vang, M.D. 



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
Medical Center 

3200 Vine Street 
Cincinnati OH 45220 

August 16,2005 . 
In Reply Refer To: 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from the 
list of military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease 
research and patient care. This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our 
nation's military community, but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the 
broader medical field's understanding of human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must reniain accessible to 
researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped 
medical professionals understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, 
often-fatal diseases. Access to both archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must 
be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a 
diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, 
emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 
medical and other health professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a 
variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and 
ensures the competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both 
military and civilian medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were 
discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key 
role in the advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our 
nation's citizens. First, I respecthlly request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to 
dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository 
is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Saad Samaan, M.D. 
Pathologist 
Cincinnati, Ohio VA Medical Center 
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August 15,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from the list of 
military facilities slated for closure. The AFlP is an irreplaceable resource to all aspects of the Medical 
Fields, especially for research and in patient care. This institution provides outstanding service to our 
nation's military community and also contributes significantly to knowledge and eduction to broaden the 
medical field's understanding of human disease. The AFlP tissue repository is a valuable national 
treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. Each year the 
AFlP issues thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse group of medical 
professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal 
disease, ophthalmology, and urology. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures 
the competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and 
civilian medicine; if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. Closing of this facility would be a 
great loss to all the citizen's of our nation. I especially urge the BRAC to consider ways to preserve the 
integrity and accessibility of the tissue repository. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Debra R Volcko, MT (ASCP) 
COO 

PHONE (907) 822-3203 WWW.CROSSROADMC.ORG FAX (907) 822-5805 
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August 15,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J Princlpi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

Dr. Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
(AFIP) from the list of military facilities slated for closure. The AFlP is an 
irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient care. This exceptional 
institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military 
community, but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the 
broader medial field's understanding of human disease. 

The AFlP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain 
accessible to researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's 
collection of specimens has helped medical professionals understand, develop 
vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseased. Access 
to both archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be 
preserved. 

Each year the AFlP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical 
education to a diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in 
pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, 
ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health 
professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP- 
sponsored venues including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 



A,,, WL,, d.a., yc  4 P 
Pathology & Laboratory Medicine 

1029 Medical Center Circle Suite 405 
Mayfield, KX 42066 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the 
knowledge base and ensures the competence of thousands of medical 
professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian medicine, 
especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource 
that plays a key role in the advmcement of medicine and knowledge to Improve 
the health of our nation's citizens. First, I respectfully request, that the BRAC 
eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC 
to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Henry \hes, M.D., FCAP 



August 12,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Sentara Virginia Beach General Hospital 
1060 First Colonial Road 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23454 

Tel: 757.481.1 159 Fax: 757.481.1 160 
www.sentara.com 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P a t h o l o g y  

R Lawrence Smith. M D. 

Valerio M. Genta. M.D. 

Denise G. Ross, M.D. 

Powers Peterson. M D. 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from the list of 
military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient 
care. This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, 
but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 
experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 
understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both 
archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse 
group of medical professionals that specialized in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious 
disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health 
professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues 
including live, courses, seminars, and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian 
medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge 
the BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Denise R. Ross, M.D. 



S E N T A R A , .  

August 12,2005 

Sentara Virginia Beach General Hospital 
1060 First Colonial Road 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23454 

Tel: 757.481.1 159 Fax: 757.481.1 160 
www.sentara.com 

Department o f  Pa tho logy  

R. Lawrence Smith. M D 

Valerio M. Genta. M.0 

Denise G. Ross. M.D. 

Powers Peterson, M.D. 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from the list of 
military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient 
care. This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, 
but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 
experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 
understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both 
archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse 
group of medical professionals that specialized in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious 
disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health 
professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues 
including live, courses, seminars, and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian 
medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge 
the BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Maria Z. parizhskay< M.D. 



The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) fiom the list of 
military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient 
care. This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, 
but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 
experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 
understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both 
archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse 
group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious 
disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health 
professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues 
including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian 
medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectllly request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge 
the BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 



The Honorable Anthomy J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realiment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 ~ o u t h ~ l a r k  Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Rincipi, 

1 am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) fim the list of 
military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient 
care. This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, 
but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the broader medical fiel8s understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 
experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 
understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both 
archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse 
group of medical professiunals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emergiTlg inkctious 
disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health 
professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of A1FIP-sponsored venues 
including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian 
medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectllly request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge 
the BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 



The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) fiom the list of 
military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient 
care. This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, 
but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 
experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 
understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both 
archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse 
group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious 
disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health 
professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of NIP-sponsored venues 
including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFrP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian 
medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectfully request, that the BR4C eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge 
the BR4C to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 



The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from the 
list of military facilities slated for closure. As a histotechnolgy student nine years ago, I first 
learned of the importance of the AFIP. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease 
research and patient care. This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our 
nation's military community, but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the 
broader medical field's understanding of human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to 
researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped 
medical professionals understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, 
often-fatal diseases. Access to both archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must 
be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a 
diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, 
emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 
medical and other health professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a 
variety of AFIP- sponsored venues including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and 
ensures the competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both 
military and civilian medicine, especially at this time; if AFIP's consultative services were 
discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key 
role in the advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our 
nation's citizens. First, I respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to 
dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository 
is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, I 

Rebecca Ulatowski BS HTL (ASCP) 
612 North Ash Ave. 
Marshfield, WI 54449 



August 15,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

Please have the BRAC remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) located on the Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center campus from the list of military facilities slated fbr closure1 disestablishment. 
The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for real time pathology consultation for patient care, and provides a 
host of other services for the military. This exemplary world renowned institution not only provides 
outstanding services to our nation's military community, but also contributes significant knowledge and 
education to the understanding of human disease. 

AFIP services to the military include: 
Primary source of anatomic, clinical, and autopsy pathology referral and consultation services. 
Primary source for forensic investigation services including the Armed Forces Medical Examiner. 
Primary source of aircraft accident investigation services. 
Primary source of accident I disaster forensic investigational services 
Primary DNA identification and repository services. 
Primary source of continuing medical education for all levels of healthcare and related professionals. 
Primary custodian of world recognized tissue repository and pathology archives. 

The afore mentioned services have also been provided innumerable times to the civilian community. The 
tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and experts in 
laboratory medicine. Access to both archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be 
preserved. Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a 
diverse group of medical professionals through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, 
seminars and internet courses. Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable 
resource that plays a key role in the advancement of medicine and science. The AFIP's leadership in the 
area of pathology services, forensic sciences, DNA identification, education and training, and historic 
tissue and pathology archives would be an profound loss to both military and civilian communities. 
I respectfully request that the BRAC continues to support the AFIP's existence, and rescind the closure 

recommendation. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~ a f i l e e n  L. Nawn, MHS, MT(ASCP) 
CDR, MSC, USN-RET 
67 Berlin Street, Auburn, MA 0 150 1 



The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) 
from the list of military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource 
for disease research and patient care. This exceptional institution not only provides 
outstanding service to our nation's military community, but also contributes significant 
knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of human 
disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible 
to researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens 
has helped medical professionals understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and 
sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both archived material as well as newly 
acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical 
education to a diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, 
forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and 
urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health professionals alone were educated 
and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, 
seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge 
base and ensures the competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a 
major loss to both military and civilian medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's 
consultative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that 
plays a key role in the advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve 
the health of our nation's citizens. First, I respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate 
its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC to ensure that the 
integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Holliann Varela 



ASCP Action Alert Page 1 of 2 

Subj: ASCP ACTION ALERT: Advocacy Needed for AFIP!! 
Date: 8/10/2005 125059 PM Eastern Standard Time 
From: Braadi;as:@ascp or9 
Reply-to: zon:actascpr@asci; 01-3 
To: clodsez@aal corn 

BRAC Commlsslon 

AUG l 9 2005 
Received m ASCP Action Alert: 

Advocacy Needed for AFIP!! 

Claude W Delia, MD FASCP; [Your ASCP ID is: 003382641: 

The Armed Forces lnstitute of Pathology (AFIP) has been placed on the Department of 
Defense's most recent base closure list. ASCP is concerned about losing the future of the 
tissue repository and the valuable training and education services that the AFlP provides. 
Over 7,400 medical and other health professionals were educated and trained in 2004. 
Additionally, Each year the AFlP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical 
education to a diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, 
radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. At a 
minimum, the AFlP tissue repository must remain accessible to experts in laboratory 
medicine. 

It would take five of the nine commissioners to remove a base from the list. The nine-member 
BRAC must send its recommendations on closures and realignments to the president by 
September 8, 2005. We need ASCP members to join us in the fight to save this valuable 
resource. Contact the BRAC and advoc ate for the removal of AFlP from the list of base 
closures. Follow this link to provide commentary to the BRAC commissioners. ASCP has 
included a sample letter with this message. You may use this letter by cutting and pasting the 
entire letter, or by cutting portions of the letter to supplement your personal information. Any 
personal insight that you provide will only aid in our effort. Please write today! 
http ! iw.brac.gov/feedback aspx. 

DR. CLAUDE W. DELIA 
407 Sasser Ln. 
C=w&S& 225227 , 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces lnstitute of Pathology (AFIP) from the list of military 
facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient care. This 
exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, but also 
contributes significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of human disease. 

The AFlP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 

Sunday, August 14,2005 America Online: CLODSEZ 



ASCP Action Alert Page 2 of 2 

experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 
understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both 
archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFlP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse group of 
medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal 
disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health professionals alone were 
educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, seminars and 
Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian 
medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFlP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the 
BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

DR. CLAUDE W. DELIA 
407 Sasser Ln. 
Conway, SC 29527 
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Craig Fendler 1 3  im 
5322a Lanstlowne WeceLy& 
St. Louis, Missouri 63 109 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
(AFIP) from the list of military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable 
resource for disease research and patient care. This exceptional institution not only 
provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, but also contributes 
significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable nation treasure that must remain accessible to 
researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has 
helped medical professionals understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and 
sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both archived material as well as newly 
acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical 
education to a diverse group of medical professionals, that specialize in pathology, 
forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and 
urology. In fact, 7400 medical and other health professionals alone were educated and 
trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, 
seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base 
and ensures the competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major 
loss to both military and civilian medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative 
services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays 
a key role in the advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the 
health of our nation's citizens. First, I respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its 
recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC to ensure that the 
integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 



The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dr. K. Yanuck 
VA Medical Center 
Pathology Laboratory jc- 1 1 3 
915 N. Grand Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri, 63 106 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
(AFIP) from the list of military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable 
resource for disease research and patient care. This exceptional institution not only 
provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, but also contributes 
significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable nation treasure that must remain accessible to 
researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has 
helped medical professionals understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and 
sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both archived material as well as newly 
acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical 
education to a diverse group of medical professionals, that specialize in pathology, 
forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and 
urology. In fact, 7400 medical and other health professionals alone were educated and 
trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, 
seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base 
and ensures the competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major 
loss to both military and civilian medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative 
services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays 
a key role in the advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the 
health of our nation's citizens. First, I respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its 
recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC to ensure that the 
integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 



The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) kom the list of 
military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient 
care. This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, 
but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 
experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 
understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fktal diseases. Access to both 
archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse 
group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious 
disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health 
professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues 
including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian 
medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge 
the BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Susan Cooper-Schoonhoven, HT.(A.S.C.P.) 


