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Introduction 

The historic St. John's Cemetery is located near FM 455 and Hub Clark Road in Pilot 
Point where the majority of the areas earliest African Americans are buried. This historic 

cemetery is currently landlocked, i.e. encapsulated by private properties, and inaccessible to the 

community. 

 

 

Purpose 

The primary purpose of this report is to share research which reveals how the St. John’s 

Cemetery became landlocked and lost to history after the date of the last known burial at the site 

in the late 1930s/early 1940s.  

 

 

Summary of Findings 

The approximate 1.5 acres of burial land known as St John’s cemetery were purchased in 
the late 1800s by three trustees of St. John's Baptist church, the primary house of worship for the 

Pilot Point/Aubrey African American community of the time. These were the same citizens who 
purchased land for the church's establishment. In 1918, white landowners executed a deed of sale 

in which boundaries were fraudulently described and thereby incorporated the St. John's 

cemetery which was unlawfully included in subsequent sales executed between white 
landowners between 1918 and 1938. Considering the original land deed from the 1800s granted 

and promised with full authority of the law that the land upon which the cemetery resides would 
pass on to their rightful heirs, the descendants of these original landowners have a substantial 

legal claim to the cemetery which would have to be acknowledged in a court of law despite any 

transactions that have taken place since. These rightful heirs may also have grounds for potential 
legal action against Denton County for civil rights violations. Thus, further genealogical research 

to identify the descendants of these original landowners is paramount. 

 

 

 

 



A Brief Historical Account of St John’s 

In Spring 2018, a team of undergraduate and graduate students enrolled in HIST 

4261/HIST 5100, “African Americans in North Texas: A Public History Research Seminar” at 
the University of North Texas (UNT) researched the history of the African American community 

in Pilot Point known as “St Johns” and constructed an online museum detailing their findings 

under the supervision of Professors Andrew J. Torget and Todd Moye. Working together, these 
researchers compiled a history of St. John's Baptist Church and St. John's Cemetery and the 

people buried there from the end of the Reconstruction Era to the Great Depression. Collectively, 
they discovered that during the 1870s, a group of formerly enslaved Alabamians migrated to 

North Texas where they established their community in a rural area near Pilot Point in Denton 

County. There, during the Reconstruction Era, they built St. John’s church, a school, and 
cemetery which was put to use as early as 1882 and served the local African American 

community until the late 1930s/early 1940s. However, the land upon which the cemetery is 
located was not purchased by St. John’s Baptist Church for nearly another decade. In 1891, St 

John’s Church trustees Abraham Lyles, John Burton, and Joe Medders purchased the 

approximate 1.5-acre lot of land upon which the cemetery rests from John C. Newbury and Julia 
Newbury, just six months after the Confederate Veteran and his spouse had purchased the 

property as an investment from James Simpson. The community continued to use the cemetery 
over the course of the next forty years until the late 1930s or early 1940s when the community 

lost access to the property.1  

Due to extreme neglect over the last eighty years, most of the likely 400 graves in St 
Johns are now unrecognizable and unmarked. According to data compiled by UNT researchers, 

there are only thirty graves with legible markings, “twenty-two of which have headstones and 
eight that are simply rocks with initials carved into them.”2 The team discovered an additional 

eleven graves by way of death certificate notations and another eight graves were accounted for 

in private surveys done in the 1970s.3 Collectively, they have identified forty-nine persons who 
were interred in St. John’s Cemetery prior to the community’s sudden abatement in use after the 

1930s, around which time St John’s Baptist church also seemingly disappeared.4 

 

 

 

 
1. Uncovering St. John’s · UNT Library Omeka S. (n.d.). Omeka.library.unt.edu. Retrieved August 3, 2023, 

from https://omeka.library.unt.edu/s/st-johns/page/welcome 

2. Uncovering St. John’s · UNT Library Omeka S. (n.d.). Omeka.library.unt.edu. Retrieved August 3, 2023, 
from https://omeka.library.unt.edu/s/st-johns/page/welcome 

3. Uncovering St. John’s · UNT Library Omeka S. (n.d.). Omeka.library.unt.edu. Retrieved August 3, 2023, 

from https://omeka.library.unt.edu/s/st-johns/page/welcome 
4. Uncovering St. John’s · UNT Library Omeka S. (n.d.). Omeka.library.unt.edu. Retrieved August 3, 2023, 

from https://omeka.library.unt.edu/s/st-johns/page/welcome 



Timeline of Land Acquisitions Related to St John’s Cemetery 

 

February 7, 1891: Julia Newbury and John C. Newbury sold an approximate 1.5-acre tract of 
land located within the Edward Powell Survey to John Burton, Joseph “Joe” Medders, and 

Abraham Lyles, trustees of a “colored cemetery” for $25.00.5 

 

January 26, 1918: Ira J. Holloman and Annie B. Holloman of Oklahoma sold a plot of land 

adjacent to the cemetery to Mable G. Oxford of Illinois which included four tracts, the third of 
which was referred to in the deed as “the old homestead of O. H. Bonner” and the boundaries 

thereof were inaccurately extended south by 100 varas which unlawfully included the land upon 

which the St John’s cemetery is located.6  

1912: A deed documenting Holloman’s purchase from Oxford shows that this third 

tract’s north and south boundaries were 100 varas less than the measurements provided in 
the 1918 deed referenced above. The tract’s southern boundary ended at the northern 

boundary of the St. John’s cemetery.7 

1909: A deed documenting Oxford’s purchase from Hearn describes tract 3 with vara 

measurements matching the 1912 deed above.8  

1905: A deed documenting Hearn’s purchase from Dowdell & Bonner describes tract 3 

with vara measurements matching the 1912 and 1909 deeds above.9  

 

September 27, 1926: Mable G. Oxford and husband J.N. Oxford sold a plot of land to T.P. 
Taylor which included four tracts, the third of which unlawfully included the land upon which 

the St John’s cemetery is located, as the southern boundary was similarly and inaccurately 

extended by 100 varas as cited in the 1918 deed of sale between Oxford and Holloman.10 

 

 

 

 
5. Deed “Exhibit A” (DR VOL 00047 Page 361).  
6. See “Deed Exhibit B1” (DR VOL 00161 Page 340) and “Plat Exhibit B1” 
7. See “Deed Exhibit B2” (DR VOL 00123 Page 88, 1912-77000643_127507)  

8. See “Deed Exhibit B3” (DR VOL 00115, Page 2, 1909-77002134_118158)  
9. See “Deed Exhibit B4” (DR VOL 00094, Page 73, 1905-77000295_101468) 
10. See “Deed Exhibit C” (DR VOL 00203, Page 549, 1926-58634_205974) 



1936-1938: In 1936, Denton County Commissioner Hub Clark defended the estate of T.P. 
Taylor, as executor thereof in the 16th Judicial District against a claim made by Mable G. Hunt 

Oxford and husband J.N. Oxford. As a result of judgement in this case, the land referenced in 
“tract three” of the deeds referenced above (Deed Exhibits “B1-B4” and “C”) was ordered to be 

seized and sold in order to solve the dispute. On February 3, 1938, the four tracts, the third of 

which unlawfully included St Johns via the inaccurately extended boundaries was auctioned off 
to the highest bidder, F. S. Wilson for $600.11 Just a few weeks later and during his last year of 

office, Denton County Commissioner Hub Clark purchased this same four tracks of land from 
F.S. & Bettie Wilson for $800, the third tract of which still unlawfully claimed the St 

John's cemetery.12  

 

July 3, 1963: Frank Powledge and James Reid Harrison of Denton and Harris Counties signed an 

affidavit attesting to land boundaries surrounding the St. John’s cemetery, in which they attested 
that the St John’s cemetery was included in the 22-acre tract of land purchased by Denton 

County Commissioner Hub Clark from F.S. Wilson in 1938.13 

 

August 28, 1968: Julia Clark (widow of Hub Clark) and her descendants sold four tracts of land 

from the 22-acres purchased by Denton County Commissioner Hub Clark from F.S. Wilson in 

1938 (which unlawfully included St John’s cemetery) to Betty McFalls Shelley for $10.14   

 

March 25, 1969: Betty McFalls Shelley sold several large tracts of land to Thomas D. Walters 
for $21,600, including all of the land purchased from Julia Clark (widow of Hub Clark) and her 

descendants, which included portions of the 22-acres purchased by Denton County 
Commissioner Hub Clark from F.S. Wilson in 1938 – all except the land upon which St John’s 

cemetery rests which had been unlawfully included up until this point.15 Considering that this 

new and collectively large plot was financed by Walters, a new land survey was conducted and 
the cemetery was dropped from the third tract of land which had previously and inaccurately 

included it. Thus, it is with this sale that St John’s cemetery became landlocked – an isolated 

tract of land to which no one but the adjacent property owners has access.   

 

 

 
11. See “Deed Exhibit D1” (DR VOL 00271, Page 29)  
12. See “Deed Exhibit D2” (DR VOL 00280, Page 77) and “Plat Exhibit D1” 

13. See “Exhibit E” (DR VOL 00496, Page 261) 
14. See “Deed Exhibit F” (DR VOL 00572, Page 14, 1968-8175_586660)  
15. See “Deed Exhibit G” (DR VOL 00582, Page 63, 1969-3188_595757) and “Plat Exhibit G1” 



Summary of Timeline of Land Acquisitions Related to St John’s Cemetery 

While the inclusion of St John’s Cemetery by way of inaccurate boundary lines drawn up 

in the 1918 land transaction between out of state parties Ira J. Holloman and Annie B. Holloman 
of Oklahoma and Mable G. Oxford of Illinois, as well as its inclusion in subsequent sales leading 

up to 1938 was most likely accidental, the 1938 sale involving Denton County Commissioner 

Hub Clark marks a unique point in time at which accidental mistakes can no longer be surmised. 
It is notable that upon Denton County Commissioner Hub Clark’s  1938 purchase, all of the 

adjacent southern boundaries abutting to his tract were corrected and moved back north 100 
varas – all accept those immediately bordering the St John’s cemetery which was still 

inaccurately included.16 Furthermore, the 1938 sale to Commissioner Clark corresponds to the 

last known burials found in the cemetery which suggests that Commissioner Clark’s acquisition 
of the land and the African American community’s loss of access to their cemetery were clearly 

connected events.  

Collectively, this data suggests that Denton County Commissioner Hub Clark was 

himself a mitigating force that led to the St John's community being denied access to their sacred 

space and subsequently to the ouster of the community all together. This would not be the first 
time that shady land deals were employed to enforce a black community off of their land in 

Denton County. For example, the middle-class black neighborhood known as Quakertown was 
forcibly removed from the city of Denton just fifteen years prior. Further genealogical research is 

needed to identify the descendants of the original cemetery trustees: John Burton, Joseph “Joe” 

Medders, and Abraham Lyles, who are the rightful heirs to St John’s Cemetery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
16. See “Plat Exhibit D1”  
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