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Identifying the Music

2Texas Press Association: "Your Hometown Newspaper is a History Book..." The Naples Monitor (Naples, Tex.) December 29, 1960. 
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth388880/m1/3/zoom/?q=The%20Naples%20Monitor%20(Naples,%20Tex.)%20Decemb
er%2029,%201960&resolution=4&lat=1524.3811379322697&lon=3301.807494693532

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth388880/m1/3/zoom/?q=The%20Naples%20Monitor%20(Naples,%20Tex.)%20December%2029,%201960&resolution=4&lat=1524.3811379322697&lon=3301.807494693532
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth388880/m1/3/zoom/?q=The%20Naples%20Monitor%20(Naples,%20Tex.)%20December%2029,%201960&resolution=4&lat=1524.3811379322697&lon=3301.807494693532


• Newspapers served as a 
disseminator of art and culture 
prior to the widespread 
availability of other media 
formats.

• Music publishing companies 
provided sheet music to 
newspaper publishers to include 
in editions of their newspapers.

The Bourbon news. (Paris, Ky.), 28 Jan. 1910. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86069873/1910-01-28/ed-1/seq-6/> 3

“Sextext from Lucia.” 
From Donizetti’s 
Popular Grand Opera. 
Sung by Mme. 
SEMBRICH at the 
Metropolitan Opera 
House. New York.
Arr. By C. Bohm

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86069873/1910-01-28/ed-1/seq-6/


• From 1900 to 1920, the American Melody Company 
and the Murray Music Company provided a 
syndicated “song service” to newspapers in spread 
across the United States, including:

• The Washington Bee (Washington, D. C.
• The Bourbon News  (Paris, Ky.)
• The Chickashaw Daily Express (Chickashaw, Okla.)
• The Labor World (Duluth, Min.)
• Waxahachie Daily Light (Waxahachie, Tex.)
• Scranton Wochenblatt (Scranton, Pa.).

• Genres:
• Solo piano pieces
• Solo songs with piano accompaniment
• Piano reductions of instrumental pieces 

• Universal annotation of “Copyright by the American 
Melody Company, New York” or “Used by 
permission, Murray Music Co., New York”
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The labor world. 
[volume] (Duluth, Minn.), 19 
Dec. 1896. Chronicling America: 
Historic American Newspapers. 
Lib. of Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.loc.
gov/lccn/sn78000395/1896-12-
19/ed-1/seq-1/> The Washington bee. 

[volume] (Washington, D.C.), 
17 Sept. 1910. Chronicling 
America: Historic American 
Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.lo
c.gov/lccn/sn84025891/1910-
09-17/ed-1/seq-1/>

The Waxahachie daily light. 
[volume] (Waxahachie, Tex.), 
18 Sept. 1915. Chronicling 
America: Historic American 
Newspapers. Lib. of 
Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.l
oc.gov/lccn/sn86090369/1915
-09-18/ed-2/seq-1/>

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025891/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86069873/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86090528/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn78000395/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86090369/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86053936/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn78000395/1896-12-19/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn78000395/1896-12-19/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn78000395/1896-12-19/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025891/1910-09-17/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025891/1910-09-17/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025891/1910-09-17/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86090369/1915-09-18/ed-2/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86090369/1915-09-18/ed-2/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86090369/1915-09-18/ed-2/seq-1/


The M
arshfield Tim

es (M
arshfield, W

is.), 21 A
pril 1905, 12. N

ew
spaperA

RCH
IVE.com

. H
eritage A

rchives, Inc. 
http://libproxy.library.unt.edu:2986/us/w

isconsin/m
arshfield/m

arshfield-tim
es/1905/04-21/page-12.

“By a special arrangement with the American Melody company of 
New York, this paper has secured the exclusive right to publish the 
songs and musical selections of that company in Wood county. We 
will from time to time publish in the paper the words and music of 
popular songs and music for instrumental selections, in such form 
that they can be cut out of the paper and used as sheet music.

The American Melody company is a pioneer concern in the 
publication of sheet music and was the first to furnish music 
supplements for the metropolitan dailies containing words and 
music of popular pieces. […]

It is intended to issue one song and one march or two-step each 
month, a total of twenty-six pieces of music for the present year.”
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Scranton W
ochenblatt.(Scranton, Pa.), 16 M

arch 1916.C
hronicling A

m
erica: H

istoric A
m

erican N
ew

spapers. Lib. of 
C

ongress. <http://chroniclingam
erica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86053936/1916-03-16/ed-1/seq-8/> 

ccn/sn86053936/1916-03-16/ed-1/seq-8/> .

“A Living Flower: A Beautiful Song Introduced in ‘The Joyous Operetta’ At The Lyric Theatre, New York” No composer credited.6

• Compositions or arrangements may 
no longer be extant beyond their 
publication in newspapers.

• Digital newspaper databases have the 
potential to rescue this music from 
obscurity and inspire new 
scholarship.

• Image-based content, such as notated 
music in newspapers, is not 
represented in OCR files associated 
with the digital image and not directly 
searchable.
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Indexing 
Opportunities and 

Challenges

East Oregonian : E.O. (Pendleton, OR), 10 Feb. 1913. Chronicling America: 
Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88086023/1913-02-10/ed-1/seq-5/>



Why Index Using Chronicling America?

• Trusted repository: 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/#repository

• Persistent URLs

• Follow FADGI Guidelines: 
https://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/

• Critical mass of historic American 
newspapers (over 20 million pages from 50 
states and 2 U.S. Territories)

8

https://www.digitizationguidelines.gov/


Chronicling America. “adagio.” Retrieved 2017-04-17 from 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/pages/results/?state=&date1=1789&date2=1924&proxtext=%22adagio%22&x=0&y=0&dateFilterType=yearRange&rows=20&searchType=basic 9



Chronicling America. “d. c. al fine”. Retrieved 2023-10-19 from 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/pages/results/?dateFilterType=yearRange&date1=1770&date2=1963&language=&ortext=&andtext=&phrasetext=%22d.c.+al+fin
e%22&proxtext=&proxdistance=5&rows=20&searchType=advanced
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Chronicling America. “murray music co.” Retrieved 2023-10-19 from 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/pages/results/?dateFilterType=yearRange&date1=1770&date2=1963&language=&ortext=&andtext=&phrasetext=%22m
urray+music+co.%22&proxtext=&proxdistance=5&rows=20&searchType=advanced
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Chronicling America. “american melody co”. Retrieved 2023-10-19 from 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/pages/results/?dateFilterType=yearRange&date1=1770&date2=1963&language=&ortext=&andtext=&phrasetext=%22american+melody+co.%22&proxtext=&prox
distance=5&rows=20&searchType=advanced
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The labor world. (Duluth, Minn.), 12 Oct. 1907. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of 
Congress.
 <http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn78000395/1907-10-12/ed-1/seq-5/> 

“Dance of the Banshees” By John A. Allen
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http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn78000395/1907-10-12/ed-1/seq-5/


Solo piano works are usually short character pieces with descriptive titles.

“The Fortune Teller. Waltz.” By Edythe Wilson.

The N
ew

s-H
erald.(H

illsboro, H
ighland C

o., O
hio), 12 Jan. 1905.C

hronicling A
m

erica: H
istoric A

m
erican 

N
ew

spapers. Lib. of C
ongress. <http://chroniclingam

erica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038161/1905-01-12/ed-1/seq-
3/>.
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“The Fortune Teller” as it 
appeared on page 3 of 

The News-Herald. (Hillsboro., 
Ohio), January 12, 1905.
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Songs usually have descriptive, often sentimental, titles and include piano accompaniment.

“Some One.” Song. Music by Frederick Preston, Words by Lulu Irene Brown.
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Syndicated Publication: “Among The Flowers” H.G. Allaire and Harry A. Stewart

The Bourbon news. (Paris, Ky.), 01 Jan. 1909. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of 
Congress. <http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86069873/1909-01-01/ed-1/seq-3/>

The News-Herald. (Hillsboro, Highland Co., Ohio), 27 Aug. 1908. Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038161/1908-08-27/ed-1/seq-3/>
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http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86069873/1909-01-01/ed-1/seq-3/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038161/1908-08-27/ed-1/seq-3/


http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/pages/results/?phrasetext=%22american%20melody%20co%22&form
at=json

JSON to .xlsx

https://medium.com/@paulgambill/how-to-import-
json-data-into-google-spreadsheets-in-less-than-5-
minutes-a3fede1a014a

https://medium.com/@paulgambill/how-to-import-json-data-into-google-spreadsheets-in-less-than-5-minutes-a3fede1a014a
https://medium.com/@paulgambill/how-to-import-json-data-into-google-spreadsheets-in-less-than-5-minutes-a3fede1a014a
https://medium.com/@paulgambill/how-to-import-json-data-into-google-spreadsheets-in-less-than-5-minutes-a3fede1a014a
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Future 
Directions

• Complete data collection and 
refinement

• Determine the best format for the 
index – print or digital?

• Research composers and musical 
styles represented

• Explore image-based searching of 
digital archives

• Locate or commission recordings

The forum. [volume] (Springfield, Ill.), 01 May 1915. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86086415/1915-05-01/ed-1/seq-3/>
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86086415/1915-05-01/ed-1/seq-3/
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