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Commander: No big changes in store for 
Barnes 
The Associated Press State & Local Wire 
(Westfield, MA) 
October 10, 2005 
 
The changeover of the Air National Guard's 
104th Fighter Wing from A-10s to F-15s is not 
expected to disrupt the unit or its personnel, its 
commander says. 
 
"We have flown a lot of fighters in our 58-year 
history," said Col. Marcel E. Kerdavid, 
commander of the Barnes Air National Guard 
Base. "The people here working now for the 
most part are the people who will be working on 
the F-15s."  
 
In a somewhat surprising move, a federal base 
closure commission decided in August to move 
the F-15s currently based at Otis Air National 
Guard Base on Cape Cod to Barnes. 
 
The decision by the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission also moves the 104th's and 
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the Connecticut Air National Guard 103rd 
Fighter Wing A-10s out of the region. 
 
"In no way is the 104th being dismantled, 
disrupted, or given away," Kerdavid told The 
Republican of Springfield. "The only thing that 
is going to change is the aircraft." 
 
The commission's decision will mean an 
increase in Barnes personnel, including some 
who may transfer from Otis, said Brig. Gen. 
Michael D. Akey, commander of the 
Massachusetts Air National Guard. He did not 
know the exact number of additional personnel. 
 
Some of the 104th's pilots may elect to remain 
with the A-10 mission and transfer elsewhere, 
Kerdavid said. Some may elect to stay. "I would 
imagine a lot are going to stay local, stay here, 
and convert," he said, adding that he himself 
intends to stay on. 
 
The exact timetable for the changes is not know 
either, Akey said. 
 
Akey said he and Col. L. Scott Rice, director of 
operations for the Massachusetts National 
Guard, have been working to define missions for 
Otis ever since the commission's decision. 
 
They include a potential flying mission and 
perhaps a space and intelligence wing that would 
place the Cape Cod base in a strong position as 
the Air Force expands its unmanned aircraft 
capabilities. 
 
The future of Otis and other Bay State National 
Guard bases and units will be better known after 
Nov. 1 when the National Guard Bureau in 
Washington, D.C., is expected to release its 
plan, Akey said. 
 
 
Offutt Air Force base could gain jobs 
The Associated Press State & Local Wire 
(Omaha, NE) 
October 8, 2005 
 
Offutt Air Force Base is in the running for a new 
Air Force financial services center that would 
employ about 700 military and civilian workers. 

 
An Air Force site-selection team visited the base 
in Bellevue this week, and local officials gave a 
presentation about the community.  
 
Megan Lucas, director of the Bellevue Chamber 
of Commerce, said she made a presentation on 
the assets of the surrounding community to the 
20-member selection team. 
 
"I can tell you the team was very impressed with 
what they saw at Offutt," she said. "It would be 
a great opportunity for the Bellevue-Offutt 
community." 
 
The Air Force is reorganizing its financial 
services and wants to establish a facility that 
would process financial transactions. 
 
The center would open in March 2007 with 50 to 
100 people. Then it could expand up to 775 by 
October 2008. 
 
The jobs would include both active-duty military 
personnel and civilians. 
 
Offutt has space available because of the recent 
decision to close an accounting center at the 
base under the nation's Base Realignment and 
Closure process. 
 
The visit to Offutt was the last of six site visits 
around the country, according to Nebraska's 
congressional delegation. 
 
Other bases in the running include Buckley 
Annex, a military office complex at the former 
Lowry Air Force Base in Colorado; Ellsworth 
Air Force Base in South Dakota; Kelly Air 
Force Base in Texas; Holoman Air Force Base 
in New Mexico; and Hall Air Force Base in 
Utah. 
 
 
Senate bill favors keeping F-16s at 
Cannon 
The Associated Press State & Local Wire 
(Washington DC) 
October 8, 2005 
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The U.S. Senate has approved a Defense 
Appropriations bill that would keep the F-16s at 
Cannon Air Force Base near Clovis until a 
mission is found for the base. 
 
The final defense budget is awaiting House 
input.  
 
Republican Sen. Pete Domenici will serve on the 
conference committee to reconcile differences in 
the Senate and House versions of the bill. 
 
Domenici and Democratic Sen. Jeff Bingaman - 
both of New Mexico - introduced language in 
the bill that would prohibit the Pentagon from 
withdrawing any assets from Cannon until the 
secretary of defense certifies to Congress that he 
has sought a new mission for the base. 
 
Cannon was slated for closure, but the Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission in 
August directed the Pentagon to keep it open 
temporarily. 
 
 
With land to develop and growing 
military presence, Harford flourishing 
The Daily Record (Baltimore, MD) 
Dori Berman 
October 7, 2005  
 
Maryland economic development leaders tend to 
tout the spaces between Baltimore and 
Washington as the state's pride and joy. 
 
The counties in the middle might have the state's 
highest median incomes and lowest 
unemployment rates. But Harford County 
officials hope businesses and residents won't 
forget about the area north of Baltimore City. 
 
By marketing Harford as "the sweet spot of the 
mid-Atlantic," county officials have managed to 
attract new industry and job growth. The 
private-sector gains combined with the expected 
influx of new jobs from the recent base 
realignment decisions have Harford entering a 
period of unprecedented development.  
 
Harford's economic development director, J. 
Thomas Sadowski, calls his county the "northern 

anchor of the Greater Baltimore region." With 
Interstate 95 running through the county's 
designated growth area, location represents one 
of the best assets the county has to offer 
businesses. 
 
Recent efforts have focused on attracting 
development along the corridor, which officials 
hope will no longer be seen as only a way to 
travel to and from Harford County. 
 
"We're that great valued alternative to being in 
the more urban settings," Sadowski said. "We're 
not just a bedroom community or net supplier to 
the region anymore." 
 
Traditionally, Harford has been home to a 
bustling warehousing industry. It's location 
along the I-95 corridor, as well as proximity to 
the Port of Baltimore continues to attract the 
distribution and transportation sectors, said 
Robert Hannon, assistant secretary for the 
Baltimore region at the Department of Business 
and Economic Development. 
 
Harford still stands as a hub for distribution 
activity, but a lot of the focus has been turned to 
growth in the technology sector, which already 
has been substantial and is expected to explode 
with the growth at Aberdeen Proving Ground. 
 
The proving ground -- a major research, 
development and testing center for the Army -- 
occupies around 75 percent of the county's 
waterfront on the Chesapeake Bay. The recent 
realignment decisions will send more than 5,000 
jobs to the base. Growth and development 
related to the expansion could bring more than 
15,000 jobs to Harford during the next 10 years, 
Sadowski said. 
 
A number of efforts related to the proving 
ground aim to support private-sector technology 
development. Last year saw the launch of the 
Aberdeen Technology Transfer Initiative, a 
federally funded program aiming to create 
connections between the organizations at the 
proving ground and small private technology 
companies. 
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Another initiative under way, the Government 
and Technology Enterprise project, will bring 
2.5 million square feet of office, lab and 
research and development space to the proving 
ground. Developed by Rockville-based Opus 
East LLC, the park will accommodate 
contractors doing work related to base activities, 
and the site will feature a hotel and conference 
center. 
 
Commercial development outside the base has 
also flourished in recent years. Hannon 
acknowledged that lower real estate costs attract 
commercial development, but said an even 
greater draw comes from the availability of land. 
 
"Because Greater Baltimore is certainly a 
maturely developed area, getting parcels 
available that have substantial size is difficult," 
Hannon said. "For people wanting to put a 
facility in " 10 acres or 15 acres might not be 
adequate. When you can field an opportunity of 
50, 75, 100 acres or better, you have some very 
distinct advantages. 
 
Clark Turner Cos. believes there are a number of 
opportunities for high-end office and residential 
development. 
 
"In the past, this was a place where people came 
to do warehousing and then flex spacing, and 
some people believed that's what we were, that's 
all we could become," said Clark Turner, the 
company's president. "I didn't believe that. I 
thought, if we create the nice environment for 
work, people will come here." 
 
Turner was right. His Water's Edge corporate 
park, developed with Manekin LLC and located 
a mile from I-95 on the site of the old Bata shoe 
factory, already has five finished buildings, with 
five more still to construct. Prospective tenants 
already have shown interest in the buildings not 
yet complete. 
 
As usual, along with the high-end office space 
comes high-end residential development. 
 
Adjacent to the Water's Edge corporate campus, 
Turner built condominiums and townhomes that 
he originally expected to sell for around 

$100,000. The townhouses are selling for as 
much as $750,000, Turner said. 
 
Meanwhile, along with Manekin and H&S 
Properties Development Corp., Turner is 
developing a residential community situated 
around Bulle Rock golf course in Havre De 
Grace. The project will have more than 2,000 
residential units in 25 neighborhoods. Turner 
also has plans for office space at Bulle Rock. 
 
Sadowski said county officials are examining 
the current inventory of housing and available 
land for housing in preparation for the growth 
that will take place during the next few years in 
relation to the base realignment. 
 
Commercial and residential growth, meanwhile, 
will create a need for new and updated services 
and amenities. Sadowski said the county has 
seen significant growth in professional and 
business services, as well as the health care 
sector. Efforts are also being focused on the 
revitalization of 19 miles along the Route 40 
commercial corridor. 
 
Sadowski said retail will be a component of 
some of the rezoning taking place along that 
corridor. 
 
Other improvements will be necessary for the 
county to prepare for the changes taking place at 
Aberdeen. Maryland's congressional delegation 
secured about $10 million for transit upgrades 
and highway improvements to accommodate the 
growth. Planned upgrades at both gated 
entrances to the proving ground will improve 
traffic flow. 
 
Overall, however, Sadowski and other officials 
said Harford anticipated the upcoming job 
expansion at Aberdeen and prepared for it. 
 
And those familiar with Harford County and its 
economy expect only good things to come. 
 
"It's going to have positive effects," Turner said. 
"It's going to bring in more disposable income 
and raise the level of retail that can be offered in 
stores. They're going to want the best product 
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taught in the schools. It's just going to have a 
very positive effect in all aspects of our county." 
 
 
Maine and town officials to coordinate 
redevelopment of Navy airbase 
Portland Press Herald (Portland, ME) 
Dennis Hoey 
October 7, 2005 
 
BRUNSWICK -- Three separate agencies will 
oversee the lengthy process of redeveloping the 
Brunswick Naval Air Station property. 
 
Local and state officials gathered in Brunswick 
Thursday to announce that groups representing 
Brunswick, Topsham and the state will work 
together to find appropriate uses for the 3,200-
acre complex in Brunswick and the 80-acre 
Topsham Annex. 
 
The announcement means communities plan to 
be ready to act as soon as the base closure law 
goes into effect Nov. 9. Federal law requires the 
government to negotiate first with local 
authorities, eliminating the possibility that 
another government agency or private developer 
could swoop in with plans for developing the 
property.  
 
Gov. John Baldacci called Thursday's 
developments "a huge step . . . This gives the 
process an official stamp. It is rare that towns 
could do this so quickly." 
 
Under the agreement, the town of Brunswick 
will form a 13-member redevelopment authority 
that will develop a zoning and reuse plan for the 
Brunswick property. Topsham will form its own 
nine-member authority to develop a reuse plan 
for the Topsham Annex. 
 
Once those plans are completed -- in about two 
to four years -- the state will form a 13-member 
regional redevelopment authority to implement 
the reuse plans. 
 
Baldacci and others said Thursday's 
announcement was partly motivated by a recent 
announcement from the Navy that it would sell 
the property at fair market value. 

 
That represents a departure from recent past 
practice in northern New England. The federal 
government transferred ownership of Loring Air 
Force Base in Limestone and Pease Air Force 
Base in Portsmouth, N.H., to the states for free. 
 
Though the state and towns may not move to 
acquire the Brunswick base, they wanted a say 
in how the land is used. 
 
"That is why we are moving this fast. This 
establishes a leadership role for Maine instead of 
having a private developer taking the lead. We 
don't want to see that happen," the Baldacci said. 
 
In May, the Pentagon targeted the Brunswick 
Naval Air Station for realignment. Its proposal 
would have transferred all the air station's P-3 
Orions to a Navy base in Jacksonville and left 
Brunswick with a skeleton crew of Navy 
personnel. 
 
Members of the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission responded to state and local 
concerns by placing the air station on the list of 
bases to be closed. Closure allows the state and 
town to reuse the property and generate tax 
revenues. Realignment would have prevented 
that from happening because the air station 
would have remained in federal ownership. 
 
Forrest Lowe, Brunswick's Town Council 
chairman, said the town's local authority would 
consist of 13 members. The council will appoint 
two of its own members along with five local 
residents. The governor will appoint five 
members with Topsham adding one member. 
 
Lowe said the members will be appointed in 
about a week. 
 
Gary Brown, Topsham's Town Manager, said 
his community will form a nine-member 
authority to work up an economic development 
plan for the Topsham Annex. 
 
Once those plans are completed, a regional 
redevelopment authority will be formed to 
implement each community's development 
strategies. Brown said the 13-member regional 
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authority is crucial because it would have the 
ability to borrow money, if necessary. 
 
"That way the towns are not at any risk of 
putting their resources at stake," Brown said. 
 
 
Mayor holding back funds for base 
reopening; 
He wants noise, economic studies first 
The Tallahassee Democrat (Tallahassee, FL) 
October 7, 2005 Friday 
 
Mayor John Peyton is withdrawing a $50 
million bond package for the reopening of Cecil 
Field as a Navy jet base from the City Council 
so that issues ranging from noise to 
encroachment to economic development can be 
studied. 
 
"I will only reintroduce the legislation if it's in 
the best interest of our community," Peyton said.  
 
Peyton said he still supports a proposal to move 
fighter jets and 11,000 jobs from Oceana Naval 
Air Station in Virginia and reopen Cecil Field, 
which was closed by the Navy in 1999. Peyton 
said the withdrawal of the bond issue will allow 
time for his office, the City Council and a panel 
he appointed to study the issues. 
 
"We need to think about the implications for 
schools and infrastructure, compare the 
economic expectations for Cecil Commerce 
Center and the Navy and then present those facts 
to the community and determine what to do 
based on facts and hard numbers," Peyton said. 
 
The federal Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission ordered the base moved from 
Oceana to Cecil Field if Virginia could not 
reduce development hemming the base and if 
Florida met certain conditions. One of those 
conditions was to move tenants from Cecil 
Field, which is now a business park. 
 
In addition to $50 million from the city, the 
Legislature also must approve $150 million to 
$200 million to move several companies that 
have moved into Cecil Field. 
 

Peyton also announced a panel he created to 
look into issues surrounding the reopening of 
Cecil Field. The panel also will look into 
whether the community would best be served by 
reopening the Navy base or keeping it a business 
park. 
 
 
First, the rush is on In August, Florida 
made a commitment to BRAC to spend 
$800 million to reopen Cecil Field. 
The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, VA) 
Louis Hansen 
October 7, 2005 
 
Facing active opposition from community 
groups, the mayor of Jacksonville, Fla., on 
Thursday backed away from a $50 million 
pledge to ready the city's former Navy base for 
jet fighter squadrons now at Oceana Naval Air 
Station. 
 
Mayor John Peyton announced he would 
withdraw a proposal from the Jacksonville City 
Council to pay one-quarter of the estimated $200 
million to buy out and relocate tenants at Cecil 
Commerce Park, the converted site of the former 
naval air station. 
 
It marks the second blow this week to the city's 
efforts to obtain Oceana's jets. 
 
On Tuesday, city leaders acknowledged that 
about 900 homes were in high-risk zones around 
the airfield - even though officials testified 
before the Defense Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission in August that no homes 
were within two accident-potential zones.  
 
"We need to look long and hard at all aspects of 
the situation and listen to what our citizens are 
saying," Peyton, a Republican, said in a 
statement. "The return of the Navy is on the 
table for the community to consider." 
 
Virginia officials said Peyton's statements will 
not change their efforts to keep Oceana. 
 
The BRAC Commission in August ordered 
Virginia to meet several requirements, including 
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the purchase of at least $15 million in affected 
property annually, or risk losing the squadrons 
to Florida. 
 
Florida offered a package of roughly $800 
million in public money for infrastructure 
improvements, credits to build housing, and 
relocation money to prepare Cecil Field for 
active duty. 
 
The city of Jacksonville's portion would buy out 
leases and relocate businesses that operate at 
Cecil Commerce Center. About 1,400 people 
work at the center, with 20 tenants leasing 26 
buildings, according to the city's Web site. 
 
Pam Dana, Florida's director of tourism, trade 
and economic development, said the state is still 
intent on bringing the fighter squadrons even if 
the city does not meet its financial commitment. 
 
"We will clear the base," Dana said. "We are 
committed." 
 
No spending bills have been filed in the state 
Legislature to secure Florida's share of 
relocating the jets, Dana said. 
 
Opposition in neighborhoods in the 
southwestern section of the city coalesced after 
the commission's Aug. 24 decision. Residents 
living near the former base, about 15 miles from 
downtown , formed the Better Westside Project 
to oppose the re-opening of Cecil Field as a 
master jet base. 
 
To dramatize their message, opponents rented 
sound equipment on Tuesday and in front of 
City Hall played a recording of an F/A-18 
Hornet taking off at 120 decibels . The racket 
lasted 30 minutes, according to Kevin Grant, a 
founding member of the Better Westside Project. 
 
Susie Wiles , a spokeswoman for the mayor, 
said Peyton heard the concerns about noise and 
decreasing property values and softened his 
stance. 
 
"He's gone from straight advocacy to advocacy 
with an ear toward some of the concerns of the 

community," she said. Peyton remains 
committed to the relocation, she said. 
 
Wiles said the mayor had enough votes on the 
19- member City Council to secure the money, 
although many are still mulling the issue. 
 
Grant, however, maintained that the mayor 
doesn't have the necessary votes. "He blinked," 
Grant said. 
 
Postponing a decision would allow city leaders 
to review a pair of independent studies 
commissioned to determine the potential 
economic benefits and costs of re-establishing a 
master jet base, she said. 
 
The city also wants Navy officials to discuss the 
details of returning property to the military. "We 
want to understand the full extent of the impact," 
Wiles said. 
 
About 12,000 civilian and military personnel 
work at Oceana, drawing an estimated $770 
million in annual payroll. 
 
Kevin Hall, a spokesman for Virginia Gov. 
Mark R. Warner, said state officials maintain 
that the Florida proposal received less scrutiny 
than those from other communities. 
 
"The dramatic developments in Jacksonville this 
week add more ambiguity to the BRAC 
recommendation on Oceana, " Hall said. 
 
Del. Terrie Suit said the changes in 
Jacksonville's plans could boost efforts to 
preserve Oceana. But she remained cautious. 
 
Suit, a Republican whose district includes the 
base, said the state still needs to enact strict 
curbs on development, and convince the military 
that Virginia is serious about preserving Oceana. 
 
"We still have to meet our conditions," Suit said. 
"They still have plenty of time." 
 
The BRAC Commission gave Virginia until the 
end of March to enact stiff new development 
restrictions and establish a program to buy 
properties. 
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The commission gave Florida officials until 
December 2006 to clear and return the former 
base to the military. 
 
Not in my back yard Opposition to the 
reopening of Cecil Field as a Navy master jet 
base has grown in some neighborhoods near the 
former air station, about 15 miles from 
downtown Jacksonville. Kevin Grant, a 
founding member of the Better Westside Project, 
said the city would attract more jobs by letting a 
business park develop. Grant and his family live 
two miles south of the main runway. He bought 
his house in 1999, just as the military operations 
at Cecil Field were winding down, he said. "We 
wouldn't have moved out there if we knew they 
were coming back." 
 
 
Eagles to mark new era at base 
The Republican (Westfield, MA) 
George Graham 
October 10, 2005 
 
WESTFIELD - The anticipated conversion of 
the Air National Guard's 104th Fighter Wing 
from A-10 Thunderbolt II attack planes to F-15 
Eagle fighters should do little to disrupt the 
integrity of the unit and the almost 1,000 
personnel there, says its commander.  
 
"We have flown a lot of fighters in our 58-year 
history," said Col. Marcel E. Kerdavid, 
commander of the Air National Guard Base at 
Barnes Municipal Airport, last week. "The 
people here working now for the most part are 
the people who will be working on the F-15s."  
 
A federal commission's Aug. 26 decision to send 
Otis Air National Guard Base's F-15s to Barnes 
marked a major departure from an earlier 
recommendation by the Department of Defense 
to increase the number of A-10 attack jets 
currently flown by the 104th.  
 
The Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission's decision calls for sending both the 
104th's and the Connecticut Air National Guard 
103rd Fighter Wing A-10s out of the region.  
 

The decision caught the state's military and 
political leaders by surprise and prompted some 
to question why the 104th, one of the Air Force's 
top A-10 units, was seemingly to be dismantled.  
 
 
Kerdavid stressed, however, that he believes the 
104th will fly into a bright future.  
 
 
"In no way is the 104th being dismantled, 
disrupted, or given away," he said. "The only 
thing that is going to change is the aircraft."  
 
 
The reaction of 104th personnel to the 
conversion has been mixed, with the anxiety of 
the unknown tempered with the excitement of a 
new mission, Kerdavid said.  
 
"People go up and down," he said. "But, we are 
going to a new airplane, doing something new, 
and it is very exciting."  
 
Brig. Gen. Michael D. Akey, commander of the 
Massachusetts Air National Guard, said the 
conversion will mean an increase in Barnes 
personnel, including a number who may opt to 
transfer here from Otis. He described the 
increase at Barnes as "significant," but said the 
exact number is not yet known.  
 
Akey said his overall goal is to "take care of all 
our people."  
 
The timeline for the 104th's conversion to F-15s 
is also not known, he said.  
 
Meanwhile, Akey said that he and Col. L. Scott 
Rice, director of operations for the 
Massachusetts National Guard, have been 
working to define missions for Otis ever since 
the commission's decision came down.  
 
These include a potential flying mission and 
perhaps a space and intelligence wing that would 
place the Cape Cod base in a strong position as 
the Air Force expands its unmanned aircraft 
capabilities.  
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"The future of the Air Force is not always going 
to be manned aircraft," Akey said.  
 
Although he declined to go into details, one such 
mission could be the on-base processing of 
information received overseas from unmanned 
aircraft such as the Predator reconnaissance 
drones being used in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.  
 
The armed forces refer to such missions as 
"reach-back," and they put fewer personnel in 
harm's way, Akey said.  
 
The future of Otis and other Bay State National 
Guard bases and units will be better known after 
Nov. 1 when the National Guard Bureau in 
Washington, D.C., is expected to release its 
future total force plan, Akey said.  
 
Barnes, he said, is slated to receive 15 F-15s 
from Otis and another three from a base in St. 
Louis, making a total of 18.  
 
Kerdavid said that more personnel will be 
needed at Barnes, in large measure because it 
takes more personnel to maintain and support F-
15s than A-10s.  
 
A-10s, for example, are required to undergo 
major inspections, known as phase inspections, 
after every 400 hours of operation. F-15s require 
such inspections every 200 hours, Kerdavid said.  
 
Construction and upgrades to some existing 
facilities will also be required at Barnes in order 
to accommodate the F-15s.  
 
Perhaps the biggest piece of the new 
construction will be a planned air sovereignty 
alert station. It will support a number of fully-
armed F-15s ready around the clock to intercept 
domestic air traffic aircraft or incoming aircraft 
from Europe that may have a hostage or 
terrorism problem.  
 
The U.S. Northern Command has studied the 
implications of moving the F-15s and the air 
sovereignty alert station to Barnes, and has 
determined that there will be no degradation of 
operations, said Akey.  

 
Kerdavid said that on-base construction at 
Barnes over the last five to six years tallies to 
about $14 million.  
 
Projected construction for Barnes over the next 
five years, including the air sovereignty alert 
station, is expected to cost $35-40 million, 
Kerdavid said.  
 
He said that some of the 104th's pilots may elect 
to remain with the A-10 mission and transfer 
elsewhere.  
 
"I would imagine a lot are going to stay local, 
stay here, and convert," said Kerdavid, adding 
that this is what he intends to do.  
 
Learning to fly a different aircraft typically takes 
four to five months, he noted.  
 
Both Akey and Kerdavid said measures will be 
taken to mitigate noise impact from the F-15s.  
 
"We will continue to look at ways to mitigate 
any noise impacts, and we will continue to be 
good neighbors," Akey vowed.  
 
"That will be one of the things to be looked at," 
Kerdavid agreed. "How to fly the airplane in and 
out of here."  
 
Although two F-15s flew in and out of the base a 
week ago Sunday, Kerdavid said the aircraft 
were on a routine training mission and not 
scouting the base for its eventual conversion.  
 
Where are the 104th's and 103rd's A-10s going 
to end up?  
 
The Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
report states that Selfridge (Mich.) Air National 
Guard Base, which currently flies F-16s, is 
slated to receive 24 A-10s. Fort Smith, Ark., 
which also flies F-16s, is to receive 18 A-10s.  
 
Existing A-10 units in Baltimore and Boise, 
Idaho, are slated to receive additional A-10s, 
Akey added.  
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Affordable housing options may be few 
for those in path of BRAC 
The Virginian-Pilot (Hampton Roads, VA) 
Susan E. White 
October 9, 2005  
 
VIRGINIA BEACH — City housing officials 
are trying to determine how much of the city’s 
affordable housing could be lost to save Oceana 
Naval Air Station, while low-wage residents 
near the base wonder if they’ll be forced to find 
new homes. 
 
Two of the three census tracts in the city with 
the highest poverty rates – bordering north and 
east of Oceana – lie partly in the zone where 
Virginia Beach may condemn and buy homes to 
protect Oceana. 
 
Mildred Lassiter, a mother of five grown 
children, knows the area well. She grew up in 
Seatack and has been a 34-year resident of 
Friendship Village, near Birdneck Road.  
 
She cannot imagine living anywhere else, but 
she knows that she or her neighbors may have to 
move if the city clears property around the base.  
 
More than half of Friendship Village’s 110 
apartments lie within the highest-risk accident-
potential zone around Oceana.  
 
These apartments, which are rented based on 
income, are among more than 3,400 houses, 
apartments, duplexes and mobile homes within 
the base’s Accident Potential Zone 1. The 
Defense Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission has demanded that the city roll 
back this development or risk losing Oceana’s 
jets to Florida. 
 
“I don’t know what’s going to happen,” said 
Lassiter, 66. “I’m just hoping and praying we 
don’t have to go.” 
 
City housing officials share those concerns since 
a significant part of Virginia Beach’s most 
affordable housing is around Oceana. Atlantis 
Apartments and two mobile home parks – 
Trailer City and Derby Run – also are at risk of 
losing some of their housing units. 

 
More than 1,000 single-family homes also are in 
the target area, including a three-bedroom, 1½-
bath house that was built by South Hampton 
Roads Habitat for Humanity last year.  
 
The home gained media attention because it was 
the first house built by the local Habitat group in 
48 hours. The house was constructed under a 
tent at the Pavilion during the 2004 annual Mid-
Atlantic Home and Garden Show, then moved to 
a permanent location on Garden Drive in West 
Oceana Gardens. 
 
Helen Hayes Sommer, Habitat’s director of 
development, said the group has spoken with the 
homeowner, Rachel Craddock, about BRAC’s 
demands. 
 
“She is worried,” Sommer said. “We would help 
her try to find some other options. But, of 
course, this is Virginia Beach, and there may be 
difficulty in finding other options.” 
 
Andrew M. Friedman, the city’s housing 
director, said he is trying to determine just how 
many low-income residents would be affected if 
the city meets BRAC’s demands. Housing 
officials are looking at what percentage of the 
apartment residents receive subsidized housing 
assistance, including Section 8 vouchers.  
 
The overall supply of affordable housing in 
Virginia Beach is already lacking, said housing 
program administrator Sharon Prescott. A recent 
Virginia Tech study found the city needs at least 
14,000 more units. 
 
“There just has not been a lot of multifamily 
housing built in the last few years,” Prescott 
said. “And most of what has been built in 
Virginia Beach has not been affordable.” 
 
Over the past five years, the city has lost more 
than 500 low-income housing units, mainly to 
development. Last year, more than 900 people 
were forced from Wedgewood Mobile Home 
Park when it was bulldozed. Many of those 
residents were poor with bad credit and lots of 
debt. They struggled to find other affordable 
homes. 
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Prescott is worried that low-wage residents 
around Oceana could face similar difficulty.  
 
“Like many Wedgewood residents, I think a lot 
of people will have to relocate outside the city,” 
she said. 
 
Lassiter isn’t sure where she would go if she has 
to move. She has very little income. She retired 
as a laundry worker from an Oceanfront hotel 
and earns about $500 a month from disability 
and Social Security. 
 
For the past few years, Lassiter has paid about 
$125 a month to live in a two-bedroom 
apartment at Friendship Village. Finding another 
equally affordable place would be difficult, she 
said. 
 
“We’ve always said we’ve been blessed,” 
Lassiter said. “I just hope the city keeps on 
fighting. It’s just not fair kicking people out of 
their homes.” 
 
 
Cannon language remains in Senate bill 
Clovis News Journal (Clovis, NM) 
October 7, 2005 
 
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Senate approved a 
Defense Appropriations Bill on Friday with 
language favorable to keep Cannon Air Force 
Base intact until the Pentagon looks for a new 
mission for the base.  
 
The a final defense budget bill now awaits 
House input.  
 
The language introduced into the bill by U.S. 
Sens. Pete Domenici, R-N.M., and Jeff 
Bingaman, D-N.M., prohibits the Pentagon from 
withdrawing any assets from Cannon until the 
Secretary of Defense certifies to Congress that 
he has sought a new mission for the base.  
 
“This provision will, by law, keep the F-16s at 
Cannon and trigger a process wherein the 
Pentagon must steadfastly search for a new use 
for the base,” said Domenici, who as a member 
of the Senate Defense Appropriations 

Subcommittee will serve on the conference 
committee to reconcile differences in the Senate 
and House versions of the bill.  
 
The Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
placed Cannon into enclave status in August. 
Along with the enclave status, the commission 
directed the Secretary of Defense to find a 
suitable new mission for Cannon by 2009 or 
close the base permanently.  
 
 
Fort Lee prepares for exponential growth 
The Progress Index (Petersburg, VA)   
F.M. Wiggins  
October 7, 2005 
 
FORT LEE - In each round of the Base 
Realignment and Closure through the early 
1990s, military bases either came out as winners 
or losers.  
  
In 1995, Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., came out as a 
winner, doubling in size as a result of that round 
of BRAC.  
 
This year Fort Lee also is expecting massive 
growth if BRAC recommendations are enacted 
by President Bush. To help provide some insight 
into how to be prepared for those gains and what 
to expect as a result, Larry Sexton and Ron 
Selfors from the communities surrounding Fort 
Leonard Wood presented a symposium 
Thursday on understanding mission growth. 
"Sharing is not normally found in the BRAC 
lexicon, especially among states," said Crater 
Planning District Commission Executive 
Director Denny Morris, a key figure in Fort 
Lee's BRAC planning and strategy. 
 
During the 1995 round of BRAC, Selfors served 
as the deputy garrison commander for Fort 
Leonard Wood. 
 
"One of the key steps to expansion is the 
development of a growth management plan," 
said Selfors. He added that it requires the full 
participation across the affected region. "As we 
developed the growth management plan for our 
area we decided to preserve the quality of life 
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and natural beauty of our area, and to 
concentrate on four growth areas." 
 
Selfors explained those areas consisted of infill 
development, immediate growth, future growth 
areas and rural conservation areas.  
 
Another key in capitalizing on Fort Leonard 
Wood's growth was communicating the mission, 
which was especially challenging with some 
residents. The military installation was hastily 
built during World War II. Between that war and 
the Korean War it reverted to a cow pasture. 
During that war it was once again revitalized, 
but following the Vietnam War it lost a lot of 
personnel.  
 
"In 1995 we came out a winner but there was 
still a fear that we would lose in the next round 
of BRAC," said Selfors.  
 
In 1995 Fort Leonard Wood had 22,000 people, 
the Army Engineers School and 25,000 soldiers 
and civilians were trained there annually. The 
post had a budget of $65 million a year.  
 
By 1999, the post had the addition of the 
chemical warfare and military police schools, 
$230 million in new construction was taking 
place and there were 4,000 new personnel. The 
post began to train 40,000 soldiers and civilians 
per year and now has a budget of $120 million. 
 
Esther Lee, deputy garrison commander at Fort 
Lee, said that the post's plate is busting over 
with things that are being planned for the future. 
Fort Lee will gain the ordinance school currently 
located in Aberdeen, Md., and the transportation 
center and school, which is currently located at 
Fort Eustis in the Hampton Roads area, if BRAC 
is passed into law as it is currently written. 
 
Additionally, Fort Lee will also see the 
relocation of the Defense Contract Management 
Agency to the post. Lee explained that the 
DCMA purchases all the big equipment for the 
military, including billion dollar contracts for 
ships and planes. 
 
"When all is said and done, we'll see an 80 
percent increase in staff, permanent soldiers will 

increase by 51 percent, civilian staff will 
increase by 56 percent and soldiers in training 
coming through Fort Lee will increase by 90 
percent from current levels," said Lee. 
 
"Businesses want to be positioned now," said 
David Weisman, president and CEO of Logistics 
Management Resources Inc. "Businesses are 
going to be forming relationships with the post 
now and are going to be putting their people in 
place now." 
 
Weisman said that some of those businesses 
looking at locating offices near Fort Lee may 
include Boeing and other big name corporations.  
Lee said that this growth will be a big deal for 
the surrounding communities as Congressman J. 
Randy Forbes, R-4th, has described Fort Lee as 
the economic engine of the region.  
 
Opinions/ Editorials 
 
 
Additional Notes 
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