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Department of Defense Releases  
N/A 
 
National News Articles
 
Wicker says Congress won't reject base 
closure plan 
The Associated Press State & Local Wire 
October 4, 2005 
 
A Mississippi congressman has predicted that 
Congress won't reject the base closure plan 
submitted by President Bush. 
 
Any attempt to derail the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission's proposal must pass 
Congress by mid-November. 
 
"That is a tremendous hurdle to clear and 
something that has not been done in any 
previous BRAC round. I do not expect it to 
happen this year either," said U.S. Rep. Roger 
Wicker, R-Miss.  
 
Columbus Air Force Base is the only major 
Mississippi military installation to gain from the 
BRAC plan. CAFB would get about 107 more 
employees and 30 planes. It had about 3,100 
employees and 200 planes assigned there in 
2003, according to base statistics. 
 
Naval Station Pascagoula on the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast would be closed - the state's largest 
facility falling victim to BRAC. The Mississippi 
Air National Guard's 186th Air Refueling Wing 
in Meridian will lose nine mid-air refueling KC-
135R Stratotankers.  

BRAC Commission Early Bird 
Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.  

Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions. 
1

DCN: 10582



 
The recommendations become law unless 
Congress passes a joint resolution of disapproval 
within 45 days of receiving the report. The 
House Armed Services Committee this past 
week rejected a proposal to block the plan. 
 
However, any congressman can force the full 
House to consider the resolution to disapprove 
the plan. The committee-rejected proposal has 
been forwarded to the House floor. 
 
Bush pushed Congress in 2001 to authorize the 
process for closing or downsizing U.S. military 
bases and consolidating them into fewer but 
bigger bases like CAFB. The base is part of 
realignments being made for undergraduate 
flight-training programs. 
 
Wicker, whose district includes CAFB, had 
opposed the base closing process. 
 
"I have never been a fan of the BRAC process 
because of the impact it has on communities 
with military installations, and I question how 
much money has been saved over the years," 
Wicker told the Columbus Commercial 
Dispatch. 
 
Congress has not vetoed the four previous 
BRAC recommendations in 1988, 1991, 1993 
and 1995. 
 
Local News Articles
 
Florida Airfield Claims Doubted 
Report: Site would have same type of flaws 
that panel found for Oceana 
Richmond Times-Dispatch (Richmond, VA) 
Bill Geroux 
October 5, 2005  
 
VIRGINIA BEACH -- Virginia officials trying 
to stop jets and jobs at Oceana Naval Air Station 
from being moved to Florida found 
encouragement in a news report yesterday. It 
said the Florida airfield would suffer from the 
same problems of suburban encroachment that 
have placed Oceana in jeopardy. 
 

The Florida Times-Union of Jacksonville 
reported that, contrary to what Florida officials 
told the independent base-closing commission in 
August, as many as 925 homes are in the crash 
zones near the runways at Jacksonville's Cecil 
Field, which the Navy closed in 1999. 
 
Florida and Jacksonville officials had touted an 
absence of homes in Cecil Field's crash zones as 
part of their bid to acquire the jets from Oceana, 
whose primary crash zones contain roughly 
3,400 homes. 
 
The base-closure commission has given Virginia 
Beach until late March to decide whether to 
clear Oceana's crash zones of homes and 
businesses -- a divisive task that could cost $400 
million -- or lose the 200 jets and 12,000 jobs to 
Cecil Field. 
 
The Times-Union reported that some of the 
homes near Cecil Field's runways predate the 
base's closure six years ago, while others were 
built after the closure loosened land-use 
restrictions in the area. The newspaper quoted 
Florida officials as saying they gave the base-
closure commission the best data available at the 
time. 
 
For weeks, Virginia officials have complained 
the commission failed to examine Florida's 
claims as closely as it examined Oceana. 
 
"It's remarkable the commission didn't do more 
due diligence," Virginia Gov. Mark R. Warner 
told reporters during a visit to Hampton Roads 
this week. The governor said Virginia officials 
would be sure to point out the newspaper report 
to the Navy. 
 
How the report might affect the struggle 
between the states for the jets was unclear 
yesterday. 
 
Robert Matthias, a lobbyist for Virginia Beach, 
said yesterday that Virginia officials told the 
base-closure commission in August that Cecil 
Field's crash zones contained numerous homes, 
although firm numbers were not available. "The 
commission seemed to basically ignore our 
argument," Matthias said. 
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The commission has no appeals process, so its 
ultimatum to Virginia Beach on Oceana 
apparently will stand, Matthias said. But he said 
the Navy certainly will consider the homes in 
Cecil Field's crash zones as part of its own study 
of where is the best long-term location for the 
jets. 
 
Virginia Beach is eagerly awaiting the results of 
that study, due in mid-November, because the 
city is reluctant to spend millions of dollars 
clearing out Oceana's crash zones if the Navy 
might move the jets in a few years anyway. 
Many of the Virginia Beach homes predate the 
establishment of Oceana as a Navy airfield. 
 
Matthias said he expects the Navy to find still 
more holes in the arguments Florida made to the 
base-closing commission. 
 
"That's all good from our perspective," he said. 
"The more warts on Cecil Field that Florida self-
discovers or that we point out, the better for 
Oceana." 
 
 
At least six more C-130s headed to Little 
Rock Air Force Base 
The Associated Press State & Local Wire (Little 
Rock, AR) 
October 5, 2005 
 
At least six C-130 cargo aircraft are to be sent to 
the Little Rock Air Force Base as part of a 
military-wide realignment plan, U.S. Sen. 
Blanche Lincoln's office has said. 
 
An original proposal by the U.S. Department of 
Defense had the Little Rock base receiving 
dozens of C-130s, but the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission altered the plan leaving the 
base unsure of its final number.  
 
Arkansas' congressional delegation received 
word Monday that at least six cargo aircraft 
would be sent to Jacksonville. Five will be 
active dut and one will be assigned to the 
Arkansas Air National Guard, according to U.S. 
Air Force information received by Lincoln's 
office. 

 
Officials do not know what C-130 models will 
be sent, but they did say that others could be sent 
as well. 
 
 
Report: Officials failed to report crash 
zones at Cecil Field 
The Associated Press State & Local Wire 
(Jacksonville, FL) 
October 4, 2005 
 
City officials incorrectly reported to a federal 
commission the number of homes located in 
crash zones near Cecil Field, a former naval air 
station state lawmakers have lobbied to reopen, 
according to a news report Tuesday. 
 
City planners in Mayor John Peyton's office 
originally said in a report to the Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission that no 
one lived in the crash zones around Cecil Field. 
 
But after a review of property records by the 
Florida Times-Union in Jacksonville, city 
officials said that up to 925 homes sit in the 
zones, the newspaper reported.  
 
City planners also failed to report weakened 
restrictions for development around Cecil Field 
after its 1999 closure, and that larger crash and 
noise zones the Navy recommended in 2000 
have not been adopted, officials said. 
 
A spokeswoman for the BRAC panel said no 
one was available Monday to address the city's 
inaccuracies. 
 
"We represented the facts as best we knew them 
at the time," Peyton said. 
 
A correct map of crash zones was scheduled to 
be given to the commission on Tuesday, said 
Susie Wiles, a spokeswoman for the mayor's 
office. 
 
Peyton and Gov. Jeb Bush have lobbied 
lawmakers about the possibility of reopening the 
base, which closed in 1999, and offered $200 
million to relocate businesses at Cecil, plus $100 
million for housing. 
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The BRAC panel voted to reopen Cecil Field if 
Virginia Beach, Va., and the Navy fail to take 
steps to curb encroachment by homes and 
business that has caused safety problems at 
Oceana Naval Air Station. 
 
Monday, Virginia's Gov. Mark R. Warner 
questioned the prospect of moving jets from 
Oceana to Cecil Field, citing the expected 
disclosure about the Florida base. 
 
"We're going to make sure we share that with 
the Navy," Warner told reporters. "It's 
remarkable to me that the BRAC commission 
didn't do more due diligence." 
 
President Bush approved the commission's final 
report, which is awaiting Congress' vote. 
 
Some residents are opposed to reopening Cecil 
Field and are angry they were not asked before 
state and city officials lobbied for its return. 
 
 
Base closing report would allow 118th 
airmen to stay in Tennessee 
The Associated Press State & Local Wire 
(Nashville, TN) 
Beth Rucker 
October 4, 2005 
 
The Nashville-based 118th Airlift Wing of the 
Tennessee Air National Guard may not lose an 
estimated 700 personnel in the federal base-
relocation process as was previously expected. 
 
The final recommendation of the independent 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
says state officials may decide to reassign 118th 
personnel to "a mission relevant to the security 
interests of the state of Tennessee." 
 
President Bush on Sept. 15 sent the report to 
Congress, where it will become law after 45 
legislative days unless the House and Senate 
pass a joint resolution rejecting it.  
 
Representatives from both the Tennessee 
Military Department and Gov. Phil Bredesen's 
office declined comment specifically on the 

change because the recommendations have not 
yet become law. 
 
In the original recommendations made in May, 
the Pentagon suggested distributing the 118th 
Airlift Wing's eight C-130H aircraft and moving 
personnel that support aircraft operations to 
facilities in Illinois and Kentucky. The Pentagon 
also recommended moving the unit's medical 
squadron to Texas. 
 
As the recommendation stands now, the planes 
would still relocate, but aren't supposed to move 
for at least five years, according to the state 
military department. 
 
"The Governor remains commited to 
maintaining the 118th Airlift Wing and 
preserving its ability to protect the citizens of 
Tennessee," said Lydia Lenker, a spokeswoman 
for Gov. Phil Bredesen. 
 
The 118th Airlift Wing's medical squadron 
recently aided in the evacuation of medical 
patients from the Gulf Coast region in the wake 
of Hurricane Katrina. The governor has said the 
unit is vital to quick disaster response in 
Tennessee. 
 
Bredesen challenged the relocation of the 118th 
in a lawsuit filed by the state which contends it's 
against the law for an Air National Guard unit to 
be relocated or withdrawn from a state without 
consent or approval from the governor, who acts 
as commander in chief of the state's Guard 
forces. 
 
The state also filed a preliminary injunction 
which would have prevented the move of the 
118th without a judicial opinion. U.S. District 
Judge Robert Echols granted the injunction Sept. 
7, but the 6th U.S. Circuit of Appeals overturned 
his ruling a day later. 
 
Lenker said the lawsuit itself has not been 
dismissed, unlike similar lawsuits filed in 
several other states, including Illinois, Missouri, 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
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"The state plans to continue to pursue the 
lawsuit vigorously, and is currently studying the 
best way to go forward." 
 
 
Gov. Warner describes grim future 
without base 
The Virginian-Pilot (Hampton Roads, VA)  
Battinto Batts  
October 4, 2005  
 
VIRGINIA BEACH — So far, Gov. Mark R. 
Warner has not disclosed his career plans once 
his term ends in January. But if a run for the 
White House doesn’t appeal , maybe he could 
become a family counselor. 
 
Warner held his second session in less than a 
month Monday with local political and business 
leaders, imploring them to work together to keep 
the jets at Oceana Naval Air Station. 
 
Now isn’t the time for the finger-pointing that 
has largely characterized the relationships 
between the region’s civic leaders over the 
years, the governor said at a luncheon at the 
Holiday Inn Executive Center about Oceana’s 
fate. 
 
“There will be plenty of time for that later,” 
Warner said. 
 
But that must not get in the way of addressing 
the potential crisis at hand, he said. If the jets are 
moved to Cecil Field in Jacksonville, Fla., it 
could bring about a mass exodus of military 
presence from Hampton Roads, Warner said. 
 
The governor forecast a string of events that 
amount to an economic doomsday scenario for 
the area. While no one else is making the 
argument, Warner suggested that once the jets 
are gone, one could argue that the aircraft 
carriers based in Norfolk should go too. After 
those two body blows leave the area with a 
watered-down military presence, the Joint 
Forces Command also would be vulnerable to 
relocation. 
 
This perfect storm of military realignment would 
drain the area of thousands of jobs and derail its 

progress toward becoming a hub for modeling 
and simulation, he predicted.  
 
“If you think this is just about the jets, then I 
have some swamp land down South to sell you,” 
he said. “This is not just a Virginia Beach issue, 
but one that affects the whole region.” 
 
Beyond fighting for the jets, Warner said the 
area needs to work with state and federal elected 
leaders to push for more clarity on what would 
become of Oceana if the jets were to leave. 
Warner questioned whether the property would 
be turned over to the city or whether the Navy 
would keep a presence there . The latter could 
possibly hinder prospects for redeveloping the 
property, he said. 
 
“We from the state are prepared to be your 
partners,” Warner said. “I believe we can come 
out of this stronger and better prepared for the 
future.” 
 
Before and after his remarks, Warner sat 
between Virginia Beach Mayor Meyera E. 
Oberndorf and Norfolk Mayor Paul D. Fraim. 
The duo represent the two cities that would bear 
the most direct impact of Warner’s scenario. 
 
“We have to be prepared to make the case that 
the nation’s defense is best served by having the 
carriers here in Norfolk,” Fraim said.  
 
Oberndorf said she is hopeful that the region’s 
localities can mount a collective fight for the 
military, citing recent examples of such 
cooperation. “I’ve seen more cooperation over 
the last 10 years than ever,” she said. “I see us 
stepping forward.” 
 
 
Cecil opponents demonstrate jet noise 
Jacksonville Business Journal (Jacksonville, FL) 
October 4, 2005 
 
Opponents of the Navy's return to Cecil Field 
showed just how much noise is created by an F-
18 jet during a demonstration outside City Hall.  
 
The Better Westside Project Inc. planned the 
demonstration for 2 p.m. Tuesday to coincide 
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with the meeting of the City Council's military 
affairs committee, which was considering a 
proposal to spend $50 million to cover the costs 
of bringing the Navy back to Cecil Field.  
 
The organizers, who secured a permit for the 
demonstration, set up speakers on Hemming 
Plaza near the Skyway and played recordings of 
the jets at their actual sound level of 117 
decibels. The sound was played intermittently 
for about 25 minutes.  
 
People at the meeting said the noise was 
detectable inside City Hall during the meeting, 
but not disruptive.  
 
The reopening of Cecil Field as a Navy jet base 
would only happen if the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission decides to relocate the East 
Coast master jet base from Oceana, Va.  
 
Members of the citizen's group staging the 
demonstration also planned to attend the 
committee meeting to express their opposition to 
returning Cecil Field to the Navy.  
 
"If this noise makes it hard for them to conduct 
their meeting today, imagine what it will do to 
our children trying to sleep at night," said 
Michael Griffin, president of The Better 
Westside Project.  
 
Opinions/ Editorials 
 
Ignoring the needs of city residents 
Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, MD) 
Richard Chambers 
October 4, 2005 
 
I was shocked to see the attention state officials 
are giving to the 20,000 or 30,000 not-yet-
present people who might move to Maryland 
because of the military base realignment 
("20,000 more Md. jobs forecast," Oct. 1). It 
seems that new roads, new schools and even a 
$2 billion Washington-area Metro line are in the 
works. 
 
What about the infrastructure needs of the more 
than 1 million people who live in and around 
Baltimore? 

 
Does anyone in state government realize that 
every day about 40,000 people ride the 
Baltimore Metro subway and another 200,000 
people are packed onto area buses? 
 
Why not build another subway line or increase 
bus service for them? And what about the 
thousands of children in Baltimore's crumbling 
public schools? 
 
Before the governor gets too excited about all 
the new white-collar jobs coming to town, he 
needs to fix the blue-collar infrastructure 
problems that already exist. 
 
Additional Notes 
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