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These franslations of Akha rituals are very preliminary. They
contain the first two sectione of the death rituals, and I will
gradually type them all out and distribute them. I have ca 1400
note book pages with texts in the ritual language, 100 of them
are translated here, so there is much more to come,

I will now file all these texts to be auble to?%Jdetailed

g [~
grammatical and philological study, and hopefully also end/with a

better translation both from an Akha and an English point of view.

I would appreciate any comment you care to give vhile the work
is in progress.

Some notes on the translation. Dots after & line mcans that
one or several lines are left untranslated, eithey because my
informant, the pricst, didn't understand them himself, or beczuse
I didn't. Occasionally I keep the Akhs term, when I don't lmow the
English eguivalent. The word phi-ma I left untranslated in the
beginning but later changed thzai to "priest". A phi-ma is one who
has learnt to recite, which is mainly done at sickness and death
rituals. Other yearly ceremonies are performed by the dz8-ma
"villuge leader". I often show the por=llel construction of ihe
lines in Akhs with clumsy English as = results tand I also keep 211
the r epetitions. The “"I" in the texis mezns the priest.

These recitations are only said when a buffalo.is s:acrificed

for the deade.

1. md djig djig> théd »
The first recitation after death. It is an enumerztion of 1he

ceremonies, not complete though, to be performed for the dead.

2. og xhd og dog thd 3

The setting is as if there is no priest in the villzge vhere
a death hzs occurred. A group is sent out to znother village to ask
their priest to come and recite. In {coct only the priest goes but it
is worded as if also the village leader, the blacksmith, and the war

leader all -o.
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3. bjm diq ja digq thé @ '
About the whole nature preparing to conceive and the woman

giving birth to a daughter

4. dj5 la tshg thé »

Girls and boys growing up and thinking about getting married

9. tshl ap tshh z3d thé »
A boy going to buy salt at a Shan market far away, asking his

girlfriend not to marry somebody else while he is away.
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6. abd bd m 2 thé o

About a boy trying to make up his mind about getting married.
This section is worded as the Akha boy is looking for a girl of the
abd people, who are said to be a Mon-Khmer people.

7. & z4 thé o

The boy finally finding a girl to marry and elopes with her.
They change their minds about staying away and return home to

arrange for the wedding.
8. z& m? nay m¥ tshé a thé a

A good day for the marriage is chosen and the ceremonies
performed. The couple settle down and start to raise a family.
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AKHA DEATH RITUALS

md d3ig djig a thé

98.9 The first recitation when death has cccurred. Recited outside the

house after the corpse hgs been shrouded.
s ——— !
Having died on earth being bent

the door where the sun goes up
you die, others are let to live, the door where the moon comes out
the phf-ma recites for & lifetime

the phf-ma muet think long ahead, long like the river floating

upstream, think clearly like the sun and the moon : 3
must be clever like the clear water upstream, likec the clear sun and moon
let old people live in the village being clever .
the clear water flowingvin the bending river
you are not a young one going to the danecing place
you are an adult who knows a lot, liks a Chinese
you are not a small, blunt knife
but & sharp knmife with & bigz handle
if you don't go close to the Chincse you won't hive knowledge
you are close to the Chinese
if you don't go close to the phé-njé people vou won't have full knowledre
you are close to them and know it all
the youns ones hove many words
you grown-up woman listens only to the food poris
if on your road there is a lot of dog shit and pig shit
if the dog shit is no rood, cover it with your feet
if the pig shit iz no 7ood breek off fern and cover it
if the chicken shit is no food cover it with ashes
when you were on earth you hzd a reod heart and never scbdded people
in spirits!' land, don't be worried
on earth you were clever like clear water
ka

in spirits' lznd, don't be anéfy

*
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98-12__

on carth your heart was pood like an orchid
in the underworld, don't chenge into a dﬁmb woman /
womesn, if the things you tzke mlong zore not simaight, make them straight
men, if ithe food 46 no good, makr 41 good

the things which are not straight, amale then streight

if the bcmboo scetion is no rood, cut it en it hecomes good

in the middle ol hesven the sun and moon shine

dont't shine from tho ears

the fiddle of heaven 3e& good, shine in ths midédle

in the middie of ezrth wolizwr with & atalfl

don't wall with a staff at the edse of the earth

the middie of the earth is good, walk just at tihe middle

the small tiger roams all over the couﬁfry

dontt roam at the edze of the world

the middle of the world is grood, roam just &t the middle

the first stzaff you walk witk, let it be firm

when the sun first shines, let it be bright

walking with a staff, let the staff go first

before when you were alive I didn't call you by nome

now when you hove died I must call ycur nane

while alive, your nzne wasn'i colled

now when you have died I must call you by ncme cos

oh, ld-pjh&, oh bI-tjhe (nome of the dead)

I the phi-ma will recite

the ceremonies for you cxrs not finished yet cee

if & guest is not riven to oot he won't go home

giving ten groupc of gfuest to ect and they o home

first we give you the déng-hd chicken

znd then we give you the dfn-—cjhd chiclen
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96.16

the ceremonies are not finished yet

then we'll kill a pig for you while cutting the coffin

the ceremonies won't be finished yet

then the shl tiq xdg will be all done

let your good luck come back

your good luck coming bzck close to your eldsest son

coming back close to your middle son

dead woman, let your luck turn back towards us

let your good luck turn back to us

letting your luck befcll your children eae

at first we are worried

a2t first we feel distressed, lazter let us be comfortible

at first we are worried

let our worry bater disappear

at first we zre nothing but cold

now we feel cold, later let us be warm

ot Tirst our tears are overflowing, later let us lough a bit
2t first our mouths are pouting, luter let our laugh roar like thunder
in your rich house sweep the uppcr part but let your luck remain eee
let your luck turn towerds us

let your good luck turn towords us

let your luck stay with your children

let your luck give long 1ife to your children

one mother pis you tike with Jou N

the ceremonies are not finished yet

outside where we have node the red ecrih snooth

leter I will recite there

by your hezd, scrap iron on & piece of cloth ...

by your icet a spindle ...
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98.20

don't let the good soill burst

don't let the tree for the coffin come to life =gain

the ceremonies ore not finished yet

the deceased phi-ma's will all be calléd upon
the ceremonies won't be finished yet

I'11 meke the 14~¥ for the dead

your 14-% hen to be given to the ancestors oo
the ceremonics won't be finished yet

then I finish the nh sag djiq

surarcane is put on the tray

there are good and bad deaths

bananas are placed on the tray

there gre good and bad deaths

nine sections of sugarcane

there are good and bad deaths

white cowries

there are good and bad deaths

the{D\-J’{t leaves

there are good and bad deaths

nine shoots from the phu-xhd tree

giving birth to @ child, ten cerenonies gre nade
nine shoots {rom the mjing-14 tree ose

there zre good and bad deaths

the division tetween good and bad deaths is finished

the ceremonies won't be finished yet A00

I'11 do the =i Jou tshing with a pig

your eldest son, your second son, your youngest son ...

let your luck return here

let your luclk go back to your children
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let your luck befall on your children
T

I'll make the nh Jog tshling for you to let your luck remain with
your children

98.24 one male pig i ;
the ceremonies won't be finished yet
at the outskirt of ithe village
we'll cut the bamboo section to beat the rhythm with
we'll cut the bamboo section {or you

if the bamboo section is not good we can't use it

I've linished cutting the bamboo section for the dead and the one
who woas in pain

I'm not cutting the bamboo section for the owner of animels but I cut
it for you who have died

if 2 stone bursts in the hot season it doesn't matter
I won't let the bamboo section burst

if bamboos burst in the hot season it docen't natter

I wentt let your bamboo section burst

in the jungle the bamboo squezks

I won't let your bamboo section sgqueak

in the junsle the bamboo crec ks

I vwon't let your bzmboo section creak

the ceremonies won't be finished yet

then the ceremony to show you the way inte the coifin
the phi-ma swings one rooster for the head parit of the coffin
at the foot part, let it flap its wings ond erow

for the foot pcrt one hen

let the hen flap its wines and cackle at the head pert
at the head »art, one cowrie

let the cowrie meke the coffin clezan

b



98.27

at the foot purt a cowrie

I']1l clean the head part with it

at the middle the coffin is not good, clean it with wzter in a bowl :..

let
you
you
the
the
the
the

the

the upper and lower parts of the coffin fit well together

are not the only one who goes into the coffin

are not an alone woman who goes into the coffin

ruler of heaven has died and ¥ill go with you into the coffin

ruler of earth hzg died and will go with you into the coffin

one who raised horses and tied them to his feet will go into the colfin
one who rides on horses will go into the coffin

one who eats from a silver Ubowl, the one who drinks from a golden

bowl will go into the coffin

when going into the coifin, don't be worried

vhen going into the coffin don't be distressed

it is not a bad coffin but a good coffin

you

won't be hungry in the coffin but will eat your fill

it is not 2 bad coffin, everything you need is there

it is not 2 cold coffin but a warm coffin

your elder brother upslope will go into the coffin

your younger brother downslope will go into the coffin

your whole family will go into the coffin

I the phi-ma will go into the coifin

you
you
the
Oh,
you
the
the

the

von't go into the coffin a2lone

cre not an alone woman who goes into the coffin

colffin will be closed ~ she is lying in the coffin e
you are the only one who went into the coffin

zre the only woman vho went into the coffin

ruler of heaven h-s died but he won't go into the coffin
ruler of ezrth hus died but won't fo into the coffin

one who reised horses and tied them to his feet, the cone who

rode on horses wontt go into the coffin

o



968.33

your elder brother upslope won't go into it, your younger brother
downslope won't go inte it

your famlly members won't go into the coffin

I the phf-ma won't go into the coffin

the daughter who hasn't got married yet won't go into the coffin

the son who hasn't brought a daughter-in-law yet won't go into the coffin
the black crow won't go into the coffin until is has turned white

the male buffalo won't go into the coffin until bt has become pregnant

the treading pole and pestle won'i go into the coffin until they
have come to life

you alone has gone into the coffin
you alone mother has gone into the coffin
the cerenonies won't be finished yeti

then the ceremony to ensurc that the phi-ma doesn't huve to reliews
himself while reeciting

make the cerenony with one hen

to ensure that the phi-me won't hove to defecate 900

the cecremonies won't be finished yeot

then the three nichts of recitations

the ceremonies a2re not finished yet

the water, tea, and ginser is put into the bzpboo section ...

upslopo the dogs are barking



93.2

2. og xht og dog thb)

upslope the doge are barking «.. .-..
in the middle the pigs are running '

ﬁownslops the cows with short hair are bellowing

a group of people dressed in red and black coming to the village
where is the group going

e group from downsitrecm vwearinc red, a groupr from upstream wezring black
dewn hae not y:st come

the Shans from upstream wearing black wait by the crass field

the cock has not yet creved

outside the gote in the shadow below the trees

the Shans cre not valuzalile, our rice is viluable

the 4 ° people (rc not valucble, our ;nimul& cre voluuble

it is not « group Iroc downsireocm weirin: Ted

it is not a rroupr from Isupotrenm wearing black

with strawhats shinins like stors, ure they youns men who bhavs
come to court the :irls

they zre not youn- ren who have come to court the girls

it is a group who his to ask for the villzge lecader

if that is so go to vz=it where the leuder lives

the lezder looks cs if he will come cut of his dcoov

at the leeder's house, he is not in o hurry

he doesn't cone cut of his deor

it is not 2 groupiwho hos come to uslk for the village leader
dr=win- his decorcted spear, three fathomrs long

corrying his good kmife, three handsbreadths long, in = rope
have they come tc ask for the war leader

if that is so fo to weit where the war leader lives
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3.4 the war leader looks as if he will come out of his door
at the war leader's house, he is not in a hurry to go to war
the good war leader doesn't get out of Lis door -
the good war leader Goesn't go beyond the village gate
it is not 8 group who has come to ask the war leader to go to war
at the corner of the house three pieces of charcozl on & iray
lifting up a bowl with golden rice
have they come to ask the blacksnmith to forge irom
if that is so go to wait where the blecksnith lives
the blackemith lookz uag if he will come out of his door
at the blacksmith's place, he is not in a hurry to forge iron
the good blacksmith doesn't go out of his door
the goed blacksmith doesn't go out beyond the villzge gate
it is not a group whc has come to ask the blacksmith to forge iron
in the corner & bottle with good liquor
in the corner = bagked with dried mea
is it & ~roup who hug come to ack the priest to sprecd leaves
ir that is so go to wiit where the priest lives
outside his house under the shadow of the trees
cxlling on him once, he doesn't answer
¢z2llins on him twice, he doesn't ansuor
calling on him three times, the priest answers
net calling once only, he answers
calling on him i‘hree times, i he doecn't wnswer

1F

others think thet he is nov 2ble, but the pricst himeell thinis
that he is zble

otlzrs thinl. that the priest's house is notl bLig

the priect himself thinks thzi his own house is bip
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the soil in djz-d€ is good and abundant
others' houses are not big
93.T the priest thinks that his own house ig big

fhe fields parents have made are big
others! fields «re not big
the priest thinks that his fields are big
it is a group who «sks the priest to spread out lecaves
_Oh, mother of the house, they call on the priest's mother
she goes out on the porch where pigs root around below
shields her eyes with her hand for the sunshine
on the outer porch she looks between her three fingers
judging the people from downstream, judging the people from upstrean
it is a2 group who asks the priest to épreud leaves
"it nirht I dreamt, in daytime I didn*t think about death
at nirht I dreamt but I didn*i see death ...

b at doytime feeling pity, mourning his come
goins to sleep &t nizht I look :fter the grundchildren
at daytime taking care of the childrsen
at ni-ht taking core of the bedding™
it looks like dewn, but the cock hesn't crowed
it looks like mourning, but it dicdn't look like pain
it looks like rrubs eating the roots, but the crown didn't look dead
it looks like waier overflowing, but the water ien't muddy
vwhen dewn h-s come the cro. mother shricks
it looks s if czces are beins judred by the village leider
if the vill.ge leuder has & case in his villioge
if it is not & cssc that con't be Jjudred

the villeze leader will give his verdict by mouth
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not mending holes in clothes
93.11 if mending clothes
mending clothes, making it look well on both sides
the o0ld woman mends well with needle ;nd thread
it is not a matter of Judging cases in the village
at dawn the crow mother shrieked loudly
it is not that the village leader is soing to Judge cases
at midday the dja-tjhf bird called out
it looks as if an animal reject his teen born in the village
if a bad animal is born in the villuge
others can "at it, the young ones 1ift their chopsticks
those who ¢ can 1ift their chopsticks gother around like fish
it is not = case of an animal reject-
it ic ennounced tkat sn old voman hig died
the young ones went hunting in the mount:iins
a bird called out, & bird reported
it looks =s if it reports that it has seen somebody
it does not repvori that.it has seen somebody
it tells thet an old woman has died and has been in pain
poing to cur own fields carrying our shoulder bigs
carrying a basket on a ydke to pluck our vegetables
the vild banans tuds in the junsle are bittsr
a tj g-1%q mother bird cells out
it looks 7= it it reports thazt it his seen somebody
it does not report that it hie scen somebody
it tells thot an old women his died and has teen in pain

vith a~hoe three hindbreadths long like o toy in hic hands, =
boy dirging the £iz1d bending his tack

while weedins his owm rice

while holding a Imifc threc handbreadih long
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93.15

whils ocwanaing up looking at hls own rioe =iems
by the mi-la bamboo at the bottom of the fisid
& bulbul mother calls oui

: '
it looks as ¥f it tclls -that a child has been born in the village
it does not tell about 2 child being worn in the village

it tells alnut on 14 woman's death =nd pain

three persons czlling on the vwillage leader

three perscons calling on the priest

you hive never seen the face of our village leader
never hearg bis voice

you have never seen the village leader's body

how do you inow thit there is & village lsader here
whe hzs told you that he is here d

it is not the casz thot . omebo has toclé ug that there iz 2
villare leader here 00

we know thot inside the fence he is judsins cices

his words by gouth cre zs sirong &s.the voice oi the djo~-12 bird
when the villoge lesder says one word the crowd is silent ...
we didn't Imow about his living here

but we know cbout his judzing cases

oh, village leader

you huven't seen our war leader's fuce

you heven't heard his voice

you huven't seen our wer leaderts vody

Low do you lmow that thirz is o war lezler herc

who his told you it he iz here

nobody has told us that z war lecader lives here

he wes Tighting on two sides

his palm wos cut zcross, red blood flowing out

his fin-ers were cutl zcross, dark blood burst out

N

By
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93.19

the war leader fights once ¢nd the enomy pets silent ...
we didn't lknow about his living here
but we know about his fighting
ohﬂ.ﬁar loader

you haven't seen our blaclksmith's face
you haven't heard his voice

you hiven't seen our blacksmith's body
how do you know there is = blacksmith here

who has told you that he is here

nobody has lold us that = blacksmith lives here

outside there is 2 clay »it looking lilke o termite hill

outside there is o smithy looking like a crow'c nest

the blacksmith pouhds once and the iron-bends, the iron gives in
wo didn't know about his living here

but we lmow about his forging iron

oh, blacksmith

you howven't sceen out priestits
you hoven't heard his voice
you hiven't seen cut priesi’s body

whoxhxsxdndtvymurgheizbherisxhars
how do you know there is a prisst here

who has told ycu that he is here

nobody hos told us that @ priest lives here ...

at the lower side of the house close to & dead's coffin

inbetween nisht and dzy he beats with . bonbtoo section ior the spirit
the spirit of the dead is recited up

spirits are &s mony s ants

spirits discppecr like Tlowers when the priest rccites

the spirit orf the dead moves, all the spiriis disappecr
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93.22

the priest recites onée and the spirits listen and flee
we didn't know about his living here

but we lmow about his reciting

oh, priest

the barking doge with white necks

the red cock crows, its voiec is good

the priest recites

wronging heaven, there is no day when we don't wrong heavem
no morning when we don't wrong heaven

wronging heaven but not being judced Ty hecven

wronging heaven many times

the white clouds Judre us

not only wronrin~ heaven but wronging earth

there is no dey without wronging ecvxrth

no morning without wronging ecrth

wronsing earth but not beins scolded by earth ...
wronging earth many times

the lord of earth will punish us

not oﬁly wronéing earth but wronging the country
wronging the country but not being Judsed by the country ...
wronging the country many times

the lord of the country will Judze us

not only wronging the country but wronging the villir-e
there is no dzy without wronging the village

no morning without wronginz the villace

wronsing the village but not beins Jjudoed by the village
wronzing the village many times

the village leader will pacs the jJjudgement

y
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not only wronging the ?illage but wronging the clan
93.25 there is no: day without wronging the clan
no morning without wronging the clan
wronging one's clan, another clan’: doesn't want to Judge ...
wronging one's c¢lan many times
the head of the clan judges
not only wronging one's clan but wronging one's household
there is no day without wronzing one's household
no morning without wronging onets household
wronging one's household another houschold won't judse ...
wronging one's household severzl times
the p-rents will judge
sun and moon don't bhurry .
at time of death in onc's houschold one must hurry
heaven has no worries
at time of death in one's household ther: are worries
when we hove mourning in our househclds we can't manaszs it ourselves
when we zre in & lhurry in our households we cantt tzke care of it oursclves
wheil there is mournins in one's household those who know come to help

when ccremonies 1re to bs mide in one's houscheold those who know are
called upon

the bB-pjha grub with thin wings

nine pieces of cloth used at one time

the wesp with thin waist

nine portions oi beeswax uscd 2t one time

where people are alive hurry on with the ceremonies

wioke the place wide vhere people live with the ceremonies

by the rootsz of the trec lecves have fallen in piles
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downslope where lew.ves have fallen =weep them away with hands znd feet
downslope let the trees grow well

if moving the stones away where water flows

Pushing away the stones the witer flows ;idely

I didn't see the eagle which grabbed the chicken

I didn't see it perching on & brznch hiprh up in =z tree upstrezm
but I know that a big chicken has disuppeared from below the Shan house
I didn*t see the tiger dragging the buffzlo awny

I didnt*t see it roaming ot the outskirts of the shern house

but I know th:et a femzle buifilo with long horns has disspprared
from the front of the Shan house

I didn't see the wolf dragring the pig away

I didn't see it rocming beside the Shen fence

but I lInow thet &n old sow his discipeared from below the Shan house
I haven't seen the hole frowm where the wind comes

if I werc to see the wind hole

I would cover it with big stones to stop the wind

but I haven't seen the wind hole

vhen z tree folls zcross the path

I can't cut.off thec leaves

can't cut off the branches

T didn't see the spirit coming up to the door

I didn't see the spirit coming upright throush the door
if I had seen the spirit coming up

I would have drawn my knife and ciiesed him cu*ting him
if I hed seen the spirit walling upright through the door
I would heve drawn my spear «nd chased him piercing him

but I didn't seec him comings up o the door
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93.32

& dead in the house hinders the living
I didn't see the spirit coming upright through the door
dead animals fill up between the house posts

1

when somebody has died you can't dry his meat on the rack over
the fire

I thought that 2 dead person could be dried over the Tire rack
but that would look as if we had no ancestors

not vanting dead animels to go rotten between the house posts

I thought that dead =znimzls went rottenins between the house posis

it looks as if a wildeat with voried ccocloured eyes his gone rotten
between the house posts

if 10t for women rice wouldn't be pounded white

if not for mother rice wouldn't be stezmed

if not for fatker food wouldn't be tasﬁy

if not for the village leuder cercemonies wouldn't be performcd

if not Tfor the priest leavecs wouldn't be soread znd the tray not
preporod

one village lecder can't perform ten cecremonies
ten village lezders together perfore one céremony
one war lezdeor doesnt't firht ien u=ars

ten war leadcrs fizht ten wars

one blackomith doesn't fcrge ten pieces of iron
cne pilece of iron by ten blecksmiths

one priest doesn't recite tocn times

ten priests recite once

f;fhers ¥ith trcusers oi Tive brceadths of c.cth
wronging thirty cerenonics

Tathers with shirts of ten breadths of cloth

wrengine thirty spirits

|+
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93.35

nothing is faster than feet
when getting e thorn into your foot
you can't take the thorn out yourself
& vwoman with three nzedles stuck into h;r sleeve
she takes the thorn out of my foot
nothing is more clesr-girhted thin eyes
when the wind blows dirt into my eye
I can't take the dirt out myselfl
z woman with three pieces of thread on her jacket
she can take the dirt out of my eye
the pickled meat of the ding-1% is not tc be ezten
taking it but not eating it
bezutiful clothes which the villase leader should not weor
cven thousk they would fit his body well he cdoesn't we:r ihem
the villipe leader is wt the niddle oi the rain
the priest &t the wmiddle of sunshine
when roin was created did its son die
v smETXXEXcrrTirdedit  the son of the rain died
when sun was crected d¢id ite son die
when somebody's son dics
zre cix words spolcen
should & horse be oifered, should he be wr-pped in & zood blankct
should & buffalo be offered, should he be urappsd in 2 rug
& stallion is not offered, he is not wrapped in & blanket
a klack builfeleo is net offered, he is not wripped intg & rug
I must weed the field wnd pel the old ;rowths awzy

i theusht I wouldn't hove to weed

/%
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33.38
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I am not worried if one sgtalk dies

I am worried cbout zll the planted rice

I have to take care of the animals I raise

I thought I wouldn't have to take care{of them ?
if one animsl dies I'm not afraid

I'm afraid that later on the other aiimals I've r-ised will gdie
when somoebody dies we arrange it zll well

I thourht we didn't had to arrance it well when somebody dies
I'm not afraid when one person dies

tut ofrzid thet later somebody else will die

when clothes get torn I must mend them

I thourht I wouldn't have to repair torn clothes

I'n not worried when only one piece or clother =t torn

but I'm afrz=id that lotsr on mora clolhes will rfet toin

on a rabbit dzy the priest con't recite

but he cen 5o to the Tielde

on on znt dey the priest con't go beyond the village gate to rscite
but he can go to the fields

the willuge lcader will go out of his door

but he hosntt cot his payment yet

whot is the villece lezder's Tee

whit is his price

first he zsks Tor lumps of gold and silver Siven by hand
then he osks for & horse and & bulfalo

2t lzst he asks for silver znd gold

‘or should bc cnoush for your gruniperents' life

[

"the money you :sk
not enouch to feed your fzther during his life

not enourh for your children and your :rondchiidren

/Y
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your grandchildren are no good, they make irips

your children are no good, they set traps and look after thenm

your paddy house won't be full ]
your children won't stay alive

your animals won't fill nine pens
there is not meat and liguor every day
when there is meat I'll give you first
when there is liquor I'1l give you first

when getting bungry I'1l give you to ezt first

when something good comss un you get it first

when money comes up, guests cominr to the big house

& rich men in the villuge reicins children

on = level spot on the mounicin let tye villore lender live

in # villarse with five houses let the roozicr crow

in 2 villzge with ten houses let one pig grunt

I'11 cive tae fee to the village leader”

the war leader will go out of his door

but he hoentt got his payment yet

whet is the war leader's fce

whot is his price

first he a=zks for luups of silver cnd fold given by hend

ther he asks for o horsec and ¢ buirzlo

2t laost he asls for silver znd rold

"the money you zslt Tor should be e nough for your grsncporents! lifee
not enoush to feed your father durings his life

not cnough for your childrern and grandchildren

your srandchildren ere no good, they make traps

your children are no good, they zet ircpe and lool “fter then

2.0



93.43

your paddy house won't be full

your children.won't stay alive

your animals won't f£ill nine pens ope

first giving you liguor and tez

then = pig that has been killed with 2 slingshot screaming %
et last killing a buffalo with a spear for you to cat
giving one hundred spears

one hundred long specors

the end of the knife's hondle like o frogls jJaw
drawing the mife, it shines like sturs

sour rice will #£ill nine puddy houses

your children will ¥ill ninc oplzaces

your inimals will fill nine pens

1'11 give the fee to the wor leader"

the blacksmith will go out of his doox

but he husn't got his poynmeht yet

what is the blacksmith's lee

whet ic his prico

first he ssks for silver ond ~0ld ~iven by hand

then he asks Tor o borse zund o huifalo

msold

at last he asks for zilver and
"the money you ask for sihould be enourh for your rrondpsrents?

not enourh to feed yeour Tuither during hies 2id

1G]

not enoush for your childreon &nd grandchildren
your rraandchildren are nc ~ood, they Acke trops
wyour children zrc no geod, they set tropsz ond logh =lter them

your zaddy house wren't b= iull

your children won't stey slive

2|

life

21
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your ~piasls won't f£ill ninc pens
T*11 give you a big
tie a purce on your waisi"

(Blacksmiths) "Wher hel:;ing the blacksmith, don*t let youngsters help
when pouring up rice for the blacksmith, don't pour up husks

doing your duty work in tho blaciismith's ficlds, il sending your
youngsters to work

the children you give birth to won't thrive

pouring up rice for the blackswmith, if pourins up husks
the sticky rice which you plant won't come to ecrs
doing your duly work for the blachksmith, «dulis slhould work
adulte worl Tor the bluckomita

not with Zn old rico scboler

but carry 2 bis rice basket

not with & smzll baslket

J111 muek it on your telly stick”

(isitors:) Your rice will fill ninc paddy Souses

your chilcdren will fill nine places

your onimzls wiil £ill nine pens

I'1} ~ivs the fec to the blacksrith"

io

the srisst will ~o cut of his deoor

vhat is the priestl's fee

firet ho .sig for silwver und scld siven by hand
then he nsks for ¢ horse =nd o« buliczioc
at last ko oslke for silver and sold

"the money you &gk for should be ¢ nouth for your srandpurents! life

not ercush to fesd your father durin~ hig lifes

not encurh Tor vour childr =il srendchildron

7).



your grandchildren .r. no good, they muke irips

your children are no good, they set traps and look zfter them
93.49 your nine paddy houses won't be full

your children won't stay alive

your animalzs won't fill nine pens

it 1° no evYerv a t ol
% < .xxxxxﬁgr hat e is nam reciting 1th s ifiein: = dor ox
a2 pig

when reciting with & dog
cutting off its head and good thirh so they heng together (for priest to ec
when reciting with & pig

inside ceremonies, Tour ribs to the sriest
outside cercconices five ribs

it is not every dgy thot there is recitins with cocrificing o
buffalc or o horess :

when reeiting with a bulfalo

not cutting of the leg, not cutting off the intcciines

tut cutting off the log with intcestines hunging on to it

above its !mee, four fingers brezdih ol mezt

not cutting off pert of the stomuch, not cutting oil the trenst

but cutting off port o the stomuch with ¢ picce of the broost
hanging on

three heans of tender intestines, onc heap to the priest
three nilces of tender intestincs, one pile io the priost
neet ot inmide ceremonies is not plenty
meat 2t cuiside ceremcnies is not wluncent
the =mount of mzut lor the priest wos creaiid by z3-5 ord jé~chl
to pay ior 1ic priest's lack ol glecp (whilc recitins 211 nirht)
to pay for the priest's nmissing vork in daytime
to pay Tor the priest's wolking (to the house of death)

to poy zor the priest's lifting his leps

25
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to pay ton days vrice for the priest's miseing one day of work
in his fields .o

your nine paddy houses will be full
your children will f1ll nine settlements

your animals will fill nine pens

the village leader goes out of his door

I don't know if he has o sirawhet

the strawhat and the village leader o+ together

the sirawhat and the village leader follow each other
weoring & strawhat he pgoes out

he goes out tut doesn't let the spirit of the sirawhat go out
goes out but let the spirit of the strawhat stay at home
let it stzy below the ridse of the hc;use

by the corner roof beam

by the damp ashes at the Tireplace, by the short poles below
first, with teeth ond tonue (the ¥illoze leader speaks)
then, with iron and buzmboo sirips (houses are built) o
the good luck of Father and mother

enough rice in the poddy house for twelve to eit

the steam-ccoler

the younrstors lLrealings firewood, the youngsierz fetching water
rein mixes with woter, coming back climbing the sitoirs

the whole household join hends helpine sach other

below the heouse grown horses

in the pon sheep wiih hansing cors

letting the spirit of iocd bowls znd chopsticks stay behind
= pood tes keitle

the gririt of vwhoi he doesn't hove can't be let kthind

the soirit of whoat he bas is teil behind e

24
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25

he lets the daushter and mother remzin ot home

lets the mother and son remain worrying by the doorway ...

3

the village loader goes out but leaves the spirit of his sirawhat beﬁind

1

the war leader goes out carrying o spear, not yet letting its
spirit remain

the war leader goes out of his door

if he doesn't carry & long spear going out we won't lmow (that he is
going to war)

“the long spear and the war leader go tozether

the decorated spear and the war leader follov ezch other
the long spear gets out

he goes out but the spirit of the spear is not let out
goes out tut lets ths spirit of the spear stcy tehind
covered by the rool

by the corner roofl beam

by the fireplnce

vith teeth and tongue

with iron znd bomboo strips ves

vhen it rains it doesnt't Tedin o little it only

when the sun shinss it is not o iitile Lit only

weedins well, rice will sxrow well

the rood luck of father a.d wother

enouch ricec in the paddy house for iwelve to eat

the steam cooker

the youngsters brsaling sirvewood, the younrsters zetchins water
the whole household join honés helpin~ ecch cther

below ths house grown horses

in the pen sheep with hanin: enrs

letting the spirit of Jood bLowls :nd chopsticks stioy buhind

25
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26

& bezutiful tez keottle

the spirit of what he doesn't hive can't be left behind
the spirit of what he has is left behind

the daughter and mother remain &t home

the mother znd the son are leit behind

by the door they will lkeep wotch

the priest goes out of his door

if he doosn't carry his Imife in his shouldzr bog we wouldn't know
that he is going to recite

the Imife and the priest's recitations fo togetiher

the knife ond the priest's recitations Tollow ench other

the priest goez out with his knife

he goes cut tut the srpirit of his knife is not let out

goiny out he lets tho spirit of the lmife stay bchind

covered by the roofl

by the corner roof tenn

by the fircuvlieces

le=ving behind the spirit ol his t.eth «nd ton-us

iron &nd bumboo striuos 7
when it roing it doezn't roin o little vit onlyr

when the sun shincs it is not = little bit onlyr

wezding well, rice will come urp well

the good luck of father ond mother

enough rice in the puddy.house for twelve to eat

the steam cooker

the youngsters breaking firewood, the youngsters fetching woter
roin mixes with ihe well wster, corming back climbinge the stairs
the whole lhiouzenold join hands helpinsg cech other

btelovw ihe house grown horses

in the pen shecp with handing esrs

2.6
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27

lettings the spirit of food bowls and chopsticks sicy behind
e bezutiful tez kettle

the spirit of what he doesn't have cun't be leéft behind
the spirit of what he has is left beh;nd

the daughter znd mother :-remain at home

the mothor &nd son are left behind

ty the door they will keep wutch

the village leader ;oes out lcaving the spirit of his strawhzt behind
the priest zoes out leavinz the spirit of his knife behind

(village lezader:)"I will go out of my door”

the village leader znd the priest fo out together through the villagpe rote
the villere lecder roes out of his door

he wen't piclk up leaves which hive fzllen on the roid

tho priest pocs out of the village ~ate

he doesn't listen to his wife's words (tryinz to stop him from going)
while the hewk with yellow feet is {lyins above

dove with'short fect, don't srab the chicken

while the doc =till barks on the porch

civet cet in the jungle, don't czll at the cutskirts ol the vill:sre

vhile the 1lin/—ga bird with vellow feet otill is by ihe lover side
o. %he shan Tield

eaTthwern in the irrisction ditch, don't show yourssll
while the 1lins—za bird with siny-colourcd feet is ot the cdre of the Tiela
sniail, don't chew the rice planis

while the Shon cow with short hoirs bellows

tiger end leopard at the outslirts of the wvillzze, don't Toar

whils the male buifelo is lying in itz wiier holemizzrrix

buttersly, den't ceme to drinl wotoer there

2F
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the villupge leader goes out of his door

the village lezder pocs to another willage

while he his not yet finished judzing cises

while he has not yet returned home

his purse should rcmzin empty (don't look for money while fother is awoy)
don't ask the guests who come for money (don't sell anythin-)

keep the thinss in the buskot

the war leader roes to amnother villurse
while he hi.s not yet finished the war
while he has not yet returnsd home

the mother lets hzr loom remcin enpiy |
cloth is not voven

Leep it in the baslet

the blacksmith gocs to another vill:ige
while he his not yct finished lorsing
vhile he k.o not yet returnsd homc

wife, don't comb your dishevelled hoir in the cvenin

the priest ~ces to snother village to recilc

while he hos not yet finished reciting to itie spirits
while he h:s not yot roturnad honc

wife, don't comb your dishevelled heirxr in doyr
don't climb the stairs $o ithe houges of your elicr velotives upslope
don't climb the stzirs to the houses of your younrer rilutives dowmslopo

.
when shon ~ucsts or £L8 zueste come, let the dog be ficrce

25
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oh, mother of the house

boiling tes, don't give guests to drink

boiling wegetables, don't give guesis to eat
i

the mother stays at home watching

93.67 the mother pusrds the egrs in the roosting basket

the village lezacr goes out of his door ...

in daytime the priest gocs out but there are no chicken bones yet (for divin:
are there no good chicken bones, even like a bamboo section?

cren't thore three pairs of chiclien bones?

there are chiclien bones

vwhut kind of chicken benes ere there?

there are boncs from a white chicken

a2 white chiclen can be eaten only

o bleck chicken is used zor the 13 1I tjh? ceremony
a vellow chicken for the gf 1o tJhil cercmony

= fuzzy chicizen for the djeq hjh pog ceremony

4

the bone:s azl:cd aiout recin; wzre three times net zood PR

i moin- wo the mountoins wo weoeuld get canbor deer

if roins tc the hizh mpounteins we would fot toritsins deer (the bones soid)

tui for roin~ to reecite ot deoth and pain the conec o¥e not ~ood

whero con I osk for anothcr chicken bone?

wskinr 7or bones, lelng elerd &

{or chicien boncs, thinking well bein purified T

(cricst:)"Ii I as not wlert wid think well I cin't recite

3 I on clever, alert, well-thinkinc, I ean recitc Zor ter sPiriis vee

with ry two less I climb o onc thousand places

in doytime I think clesrly like ilhe sun shinin:

29
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I,the priest,go out of my coor
I go.out wecring & strawhat
vearing & clean sitrawvhat
going out wearing a strawhat

& clean strawhat, xhswxs there are ten dirly sirawhats
not wecrings ten dirty strovhuats but my father's clean onc

going wearing the strawhat te kill with my hunds, (the sucrificial
animzlz) dies

coming back hiving killed with my bhonds I wm covered by the stroawhat
(zgeinst sunshine and roin)

it is not the edge of the hzt thot covers

tut the middle part that covers me

with & gpear from the ancestors I set out

ten dirty speuars

not carrying ten dirity speirs buit my Ivthor's clesn once

coing carryin - the speir teo kiil with .my honds,=I1l the me:r i will
bec eaten up

conmin: boeclz havine killed with my hinds I cm covered Ly the speur

-l

it 1s not the ed-e ox ihe zpecr thaet covers

tut the rmicdle part thot covers me

the blacksnith poes out oi his deoor wiih bis rituvael ivon rod
ten diriy rods
ot usin~ ton dirty reds tuil his Fothor'e vlein one

nz curryins the red to »ill with bic hands, all the meat will be

(=

~oingz
aten up

o 03

comin~ back h vin~ illed witn his hinds ke 1s covered iy the iron rod

.
!
e
]

not the cd-e oi the rod thaet covers

but the middle part covers him

30
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31

the priest oes out of hi: dcor with his elezn knife in his sboulder tag

there are ten dirty lnives

he doesn't varry ten dirty knives buit his father's clean one

going carrying his knife to kill with his hands cse

coming back having killed with his hands he is covered by his knife
it is not the edge of the lmife that covers

but the middle part that covers him

(priest:)"I ge out of my door

when I go out I look like = crone (vezring good clothes)
wihen I go oult I clhrinse inte ¢ spirit

vheir going, looking like & tirer aand & leopard

if the tigor and the leopard den't reoch their prey,ihey won't roawn
the edre on tlhxc world -

o

iT the tiger and the leomaxrd don't reach their prey,they roam close to

the villase

the rich men's buffalo is not kept in the pen

the rich man's buitulo is downzloie &t 2 ¢v¥sh coot

if the tiger doesn't rewch it it veon't dreg it ouly

when it rezchce it, the fat lLuiicle metlher is not czten &t on uncyon
rasslind it is eaten

n

ii ths ecorle contt reech its prey it won't Loowm cvear tnge “Lyes

o

R

it
if the rich mon's chicien cupe is not covered

while the Tieh man's chiclens stey on the rround loocizins for husle

=y

if +he eaploe can't recch it, it won't be crisped
reachins it, o ti~ her

it docon't cnt it o% on ouncven spol bLetween ths troos

but ects it on -n even branch of 2 big irec

21
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the earle cen't reach its prey it it zooms over the villorse deep down
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I'll 7o to znother willuge wearins benutiful cloth:

not dressing up for pecople on =arth

7

but dressing up for the spirits in the underworld

. 4
eating three meals, eating fasi (between ceremonics)

not ezting fist with pecple on carth

but eatins: fest with =zpirite in the underworld

the priest stays Jcr three nishts bvut dozou't cozey

"I will sit on o picece of oilk"

roin~ ior three doys but not carryin rice te z:ot

Iqu‘m

I'1l ~o ocut oy &y CooT

(]

vher T ~o ocut or my door
I'11 ~ive oot to ow rother

ive i thir linuox tco

the ZhE--318 voople on the lovland,
1

~oire to sit whore rice is as plenty usm rurs®

(vher comin~ b ch)

drinls

=d,I*.1 c¢211 on thoi Zor o monl

with ther so thot theyr wvon't chinee

o
2
e
«Q
X8
o«
ok
=
z
b
=
=
[
@
]
prs
Q
o'
b

chicron in o Losket 1o tc
0. o hord
rleoseing | iTe with mest
I Y - | xz cavin 11t
SQIIATY i Uk ey Cl

"lon't soM, hic
che holdn oo €0 2is sl--ovs,

Ydontt

used in o

=ignd

then it to moke drionds

nouse [ or Icod
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"do-*1 go", his futher suyc,“don't oV

he holds on to hie trouserz' legs, to the edge of his troucers
"don't go"

three hands-breadths of his trousers' less ore torn

“"onr the road I bring = ncedle nlong and mend it"

welking on & road like silk and gcld ithrea

soin~ without company, like spimnin~ threod (followin~ the roud)

o

“ooing en Ey own rowd like spinning my own threzd

comin- bocl: on the sans rozd

‘coins ouil copenin~ my docr

goin:;, openin-~ my door, not asking somebody =lzc to opon ii

I opeon the door myoelf

cening buck I'11l close it myselfl

1 ~o out upslope

twelve volleys

the priest look Luacl: at his viilo~z once

wihen the villeqon tecl-z is -ene there isc no hurry with verdicts
inn the pricsi's house nclodr 111 -ot zic

wheon lhe youwnrsiery itredcl Tivowood thclr souls won't o wendsrin:
in tho jun ie

v
i

ae rounrsters po to feteh wator in the nornins

Thoelr souls won'i

the ryounrssicrs goins to the danciang plzce =2t nigkt won't cproin fheir 1

I o ocut dovngslope

tuwclve viller:

¢ volley with No-bouboo -
I i)ui.:. & :_.'_-ic, Fid intc I..'_,r il .:.I' —
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can't fathom the bice of the tree

can't cut through its rooss sas

the villore 1eade; with his strowhat

the wir leader with his spoir

the Llackazmith with his iron rod

the priest with his knife

vallzin~ uprisht on the rozd, resting on locs
¢limbing ninve hish roumizius

there =re :ocotprints ol tircrs

climbin~ ninge nount-ins

renchine where thore re iovotprints oi boirz
211lthy woter, don't ilow on ocur roud

trce, don't 1&ll over the rood

cbove the puth, cut end pluck the wocas

tut not zo that they mile & hindzr on the road

+
telow the poth, cutting leuwves
don't letv them 1211l on the patlh

rots in the Jusle

i nmlace Zor the wiiliors leuder to judre

L

o mlige Yor thoe wir leader to Foep Lis swverd

-

A
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¢ bed for the priest of zio-nzg banbeo

we hzve & house for the village leader, z bed .or tho pricst
food for the villuge leader and the priest in daytime is here
rice for the villaze leader and the priest is here

there zrc no clothes for them to wear

"Qh, mother tjhl-tjhi, who is fast

don't you huve & piece of cloth bLip like pclm of hond

™

are there no cotton sceds plantzd"

{(mother:) "Yes, sceds have beon plunted"

father hos goneto cut steme for the loom

he culs the crossbeom Tor the loom

the £1¢ nlont for the Zrenme

the throed for the heddle shafts

in +$he shudow below the itrees by the upslope edze ol ihe hcusce
the two heddle shaits with oven mouths

mother pulls the betten

the clovhes made ty mether tre thiclk ond corse

- - N oo
loolzr like the shoullior Lo mioto 1y vhe Zbdwhors 1 koo it
ecch onc wears nis own clothic ¥

goch one worns his own body
i h is mood coks like =11
the cloth is good, looks like sil

zooi blaclk cloth, ilacl lilke & crow S0

the womun cats cloy (o -et oro-unt)

eatins clay, & stotue of & child (in herotom:ch)

the men etz sour nountains fruits, thaey will cheae in.o il
scatin~ sour fruiis, conccivin~

the edre ol heouven is conceivin

35
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3. bit dago J® dpo thé

the leopard and the tiger at ithe edge of ecrih are ready to conceivs-
the black crow mother at the edge of the fence 1s ready to concelive
the eagle in the old tree at the edge of the jungle

on the branches of the tgq ftree the red-iaced nonkeyc

on the lianas the tjh3-g3 ants are ready to concelive

on the top: of the bis tree the green inperiazl pigeon

- at the b%ig stone fence Yy the hot siring

a samber dezr with slender horns is recdy to concelive

where reeds are coming up in slenty, the young boar mother is conceiving
where there is »plenty of r~ross, the bariin~ deer is conceiving
on the cliffthe yeuns wild poct mother

2t the moreh tie wild Lozr with white tusis is ready to concelve
a® tho old hill field covered with griss, ithe thrush

in the cluster of z3;-bd tembco, the big zopher with white hetd
on the zlz bamboo field, the gopher witlh yellow teeth

amons the weeds, the young jungle ret mothoer in the deep soil
on ivo rosdis zmons the stonss, the déng-li

amon- the withered trees in the old hill field, the nuthatch

on the edge of the sjhl-ning branches honging down low, the blue-throzted
berbet and the hawk

on the sjht-bi branches hunging down low, mony eyces &re shining
below the poth the nhi-tsheand khf-sjhf tirds with straicht legs
abeve the porth the shrike with strazisht legs

where there ore sweet fruits, the rodent with curved tail

at o fork in the path the wilcdecat is secn in the morning

ot o Tor: in the river in = deep spot, the otter besutiful like a mynch

AL
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on a slippery stone in the middle of the riwer, the blue whistling
thrush with itis feet covered by feathers

at the bottom of the water hole the ngh-bo fishes are shining
upstream the ngt-da fishes are ready t¢ conceive

the grubs are conceiving in the jungle

the snakes by the m’ plant

the creator of earth is conceiving on a steep place on exrth
the creator of heaven is conceiving in the middle of heaven
the dja-de Chinese are conceiving on earth

our village conceives upslope on a rubbit dzy

below the four house posts of a big house

an empty roosting basket is tied

the hen luys ten eg-s, it is reody to concelve

ingide the miin houcze

the woman in the house is rexdy to conceive

mekine o smpcll sleering house

below, & bi%orked stiel: from the sjhl-=jhé irce

covered by three rcws of thateh made ly fither

three roof bears ~re fistened

on & striwnat woven by Iather

telow o blunket sewn Ly wother from tloce pieces ol cloih
the wcmen sprecds out her tody, the w-ter iren the nun
the mants buttocks on too of ithe woman

one, two, hree times, and she stz presmont

onc, two, three d s, and she gele preonont

onc, two, three months,'at nicht spirits lcok &t her and don't kaow
(that she is prermant)

37
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in daytime people look at her but don't know

the old women look at her but can't see

the old men look at her but don't know

three months pass, four, five months sile is pregnant
at night spirits look at her and understand

in daytime people look at her and know

the old women look at her and understand

the old men look at her and know

she covers her stomach with her jacket

she is pregnant for fully five months, six, seven, eight months
she doesn't climb the hills and the high mountains
doesn't climb the high mountains and the hills

going downhill her tendons feel good _

going uphill her legs are aching

after nine months she is prepared to give birth

after ten months her big stomach burst like a nest
giving birth crouching down

standing up, lifting her child

she looks as if she has been bitten by a leech

she has not been bitten by a leech

but has given birth to a good child and is happy

on the Shan lowland fields there are dikes to hold the water
she gives birth at the lower side of the house

the father lifts up the child on the upper side

{father:) "does the child look as good as a Shan child ?"
"Yes, the child looks as good as an 4r3 child"

if it is not a girl, it is a boy

if it is not a boy, it is a girl
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if it is not Shan irrigation ditches, is it lowland fields ?

it is not Shan fields, it is irrigation ditches

having lifted the child up (and found it to be good), liquor is lifted up
lifting up the liguor and killing a chickeén

killing the chicken, the child has to be named

giving the child a name after a sister's child downslope

her name is not accepted (by the new-born daughter)

a name from the maternal brother's side upslope

but the name is not accepted

giving her a name after you, dead woman

named by her father with a good name

called by her father with a right name

if her face is not beautiful the creator is blamed

if her name is not good her parents a;e blamed

after three mornings the child is taken out to be warmed in the sun
pure rice, a boiled egg (a ceremony is made)

when a child has been born the parents talk happily together

one day, five days, ten days have passed

one monthfive months tenmonthshave passed

when one year has passed

after one year she will get teeth

when she has got teeth she colours them red

her mouth looks like the ho-tjaq-ba rat at the edge of the field

one year, two years, three years pass

she impresses her elbow into the dust at the fireplace to make a pestle
makes bowls of mud where rain flows down the slope

she doesn't know whether the bowls are good or not

five years, six years, seven years pass
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she can start to learn to break firewood

upside and downside the village she gathers small branches
whether it is good or not she doesn't know

when seven, eight years have passed

she can start to learn to fetch water

three bamboo sections with water

the girl draws water, the path is even

whether it is good or not she doesn't know

eight years, nine years, ten years pass by

if she is born dumb and deaf, her parents can't manage her
if she is more clever than others, her parents can't handle her
ten years, eleven years pass by

she herds a rich man's horses
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eleven, twelve years have passed
she makes a playhouse of leaves in the rjungle, looking like a fieldhut
the boy and the girl stay together like a pair of leaves, growing
two persons growing big together
being friends staying happily together
94.5 they stay happily together, drinking each other's water
the tree drinks water
if the tree doesn't drink water
on top of the high tree new shoots won't appear
if the two don't drink the water of happiness
acne and boils won't form on their foreheads (they won't grow up)
I don't say that the acne on your forehead are ugly
I say that the acne on your forehead are beautiful
twelve years, thirteen years have passed
at thirteen the time has come for her to marry
passing fifteen living by yourself, you won't be happy
when she has turned thirteen

her mother calls on her in the morning to get up, but she hasn't slept

enough

at fifteen years of age, let's make love

at thirteen I'll take a wife

if not making love yet at fifteen years of age

the one who has married won't be ashamed towards others

but ashamed about not having children (if marrying too late children won 't
easily be born)

if not taking a wife at thirteen
the time for marrying won't be passed yet

but the time for getting children will have passed
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Oh you girl of the same age as me

you have married boys of your age ten times

I haven't married any girl of ten different age groups

I am a boy who has passed ten years oé‘ age

and will marry a girl five years younger than me

I thought I wouldn't marry a girl five years younger than me
but a girl born the same year as I

there is no girl being in her mother's womb at the same time as I was
an old bachelor who has never married

I wan't to marry a girl five years younger than me

although I thought I wouldn't marry a girl that young

unused fields from the same year aren't overgrown in the same way
oh, you girl of my age

the girls of my age group have all married ten times

but I haven't married a single girl from ten age groups

the bamboo shoots come up at the same time

gome bamboo shoots grow red and tall

the peels at the base on some of them never open up

oh, you boys of my age

your red bamboo shoot has grown tall and big

my spear hasn't been opened yet

growing up we wan't to talk about love

while the dog is fast we go hunting with it

if we don't talk about love while growing up

I don't have to worry about my own life but about children and
grandchildren ?

if not hunting with the dog while it is fast

it won't reach the game when it has got old
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the jungle fowls flap their wings flying around to get strong
when the male buffaloe's horns have grown a bit he learns to butt
94.11 while young we learn love songs
if not learning love songs while young !
having grown up, though wanting to learn, we won't be good at it
learning to write while young
I thought I wouldn't learn to write while young
having grown up, though wanting to learn, I won't be good at it
everything has to be written many times to be learnt
while young we learn to walk
if not learning to walk while young
having grown up we won't be able to walk even on an g%/road
going to the mountain where chestnut trees grow
on the mountain with chestnuts the bar:red button quail calls
the man wants to clear a good piece of land
the man wants to have a good wife
when the man has cleared a good field
thinking about making love, he doesn't get a good wife (being too slow about it)
it is not that I have a long knife but still don't want to clear the field
I don't even have a long knife
not having a knife I can't clear the field
going to a mountain with good fields
it is not that I have a mattock but don't want to dig the field
I don't have a mattock

not having a mattock I can't dig the field

it is not that I don't want to go to her brothers' good house at the edge
of the village
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94.14 while going to her brothers' good house
it is not that I have money but don't want to give it for that valuable girl
I don't have any money
not having money I can't pay the pricé for that girl
the sjho-15 tree planted by the Shan field , growing in pairs
we are together like the sjho-15 tree
the kha-ro tree by the Shan field
we are together like the kha-ro tree
I'll take the bee hive on the branch while it is big
if not taking the behive on the branch while it is big
taking it in the wrong way, the bees will sting our legs and arms
while the Caladium is big we cut off the non-edible parts
I thought I wouldn't cut it while big
but when eating it teeth and tongue will itch
when the banana grows big at the edge of the jungle I'll take its fluff
I thought I wouldn't take the fluff while it is big
but then the grubs will have taken it away
I am a poor man
I am poor but it is not that I don't want to raise a sow with a tail
being poor, when raising a sow with a tail
it won't give birth three times in one year
from that one sow with a tail I won't get rich
I am a hungry man
being hungry, it is not that I don't want to clear the field with 15-thd trees
being hungry, when clearing one field with 15-thd trees
the rice can't be harvested three times in one year
it can only be harvested once a year
from that pne field I won't be able to eat my fill

the pigs go to the jungle to look for food
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if they didn't go the jungle to look for food

nobody else would give them food by the door (I don't have a wife who could
feed them)

94.18 in the others' fields the rice is ripening
the rice and barley that is planted is ;'ipening
I'1l dig up Caladium from others' fields and steal it
the owner scolds me but it doesn't matter
others talk badly about me but I don't get angry
upstream one poor bee flies around
the poor beesflies around upstream
if the poor bees didn't fly around upstream
nobody could have taken their hive

on the high mountain an old chestnut tree blossoms

the bees make a hive there carrying{what they need)in their mouths
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the good hot season has come, on heaven a comfortable sunshine
the Chinese walk in endless rows on the roads

the phé-njc'; Chinese are coming, the mountains are never empty
they have so much silver and gold that their houses fall over

1 am poor, others won't give me money

I am poor, I will go and look for money myself

the woman having passed forty-five years of age

will stay at home at the women's side

the man having passed fifty, life goes on

I will start to trade in the neighbourhood

a basket woven by father from bamboo sirips

a yoke made from the red z¥ tree

head strip woven from the xhg-tjig and dfn-hfn trees

in the bottom of the basket I place three packages of tobacco
three dried chillies from the fire-rack (to sell)

I will quickly go to buy salt

oh, you my girlfriend, whom I made love with first

while I go to look for a new girlfriend

-~

you old girlfriend is no good, don't get angry

if the old girlfriend is no good and gets angry

it is hard to look for a new girlfriend

making love with the old girlfriend, takes one night only
there are new roads and old roads

while I make a new road

if the old road is no good don't let weeds cover it

if the old road is no good and weeds cover it

it is hard to make a new road

remaking an old road takes one morning only

7l



47

94.23 oh you who were my girlfriends when you were young
when you grow up don't make love with somebody else
if you make love with somebody else when you have grown up
being taken by somebody else I can't Itake you back by force

the good tree which I took care of when it was young later fo use it
for roof beams

when it grows up it shouldn't be cut by others

if the good tree is cut by others when it has grown up

when others have cut it I can't take it back by force

I cover the small green cucumber seeds with leaves

when they have sprouted, if they are picked by others

when others have picked them I can't take them back by force
the good hot season, on heaven a comfortable sunshine

if your legs aren't long, you can't walk to other countries

if your arms aren't long, you can't 1lift the bowl with liquor

I have long legs and I'll walk to other countries

I have long arms, the time ‘has come to lift the liquor bowl

a small bamboo section I tie at my waist

a bag made from wild vine I'll carry

you girls, wait for me here picking vegetables

I am not telling you to wait for me for nine years

I am not telling you to remain spinsters for nine or ten years
wait for me until I come back on the same road as I went trading
wait for me until I come back on the same road

when three months have passed and you haven't seen my face
look at the beautiful bd-10 flowers while waiting for me

the petals of the bd-1d flowers in the field are of varied length

the face of the one who loves you is as beautiful as the flower, wait for me
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if you haven't heard my voice for three nights, wait for me

listen to the voice of the barbet at the edge of the field while waiting
for me

the voice of the barbet at the edge of the field is tiny
your lover's voice is big, wait for me

94.27 when men, come from the villages downslope, don't make love with them,
wait for me

when men come from the villages upslope, don't marry them, wait for

me
if you haven't made love for a long time

in our village there is a widower with dishevelled hair making love

at night, wait for me (it doesn't matter if you make love with him ?)
the sun goes down upslope

girl, don't marry over there where the sun goes down
if you have got married over there

I can't even reach to edge of your skirt

the yellow sun goes down beyond the nine mountains
gir], don't get married beyond the nine mountains

if you get married beyond the nine mountains

I can't catch the waist of your skirt

when the birds fly over the nine mountains

four crossbow arrows can't shoot them down

I am not leaving the Shans downslope

but leaving the first girl I've loved

she is beautiful like the spotted neck dove

I am not leaving the 4r5 people upslope

but leaving the last girl I've loved, soft like a cikada
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this morning we separated for three months, tears flowing
when I come back after three months we will laugh happily
we are separating from each other, we who love each other
I'1l leave our country and reach another country

I can't hear you,1've passed on to the side yonder

even though I blow my long buffalo horn you won't hear it
I've passed on to a place where I can't see you

walking in a deep ravine I stand on my toes but can't see you
I've left our couniry and reached another country

passed our river and come to a foreign country

coming to a place where other girls live

coming to the edge of the Shan country

to the shf-16 people

I come close between the 15-bi and thé sh§-16

the 15-bi wear long trousers

it is not that they don't have anything else to wear

the shf-16 wear beautiful trousers

it is not that they don't have anything else to wear

the 15-bl have their own traditions

the sjhé-16 have their own habits

girls are staying there

when I arrive to another village

I can't get to see the girls' faces

do beautiful girls and boys live at the same place?

I have split a stick for a switch

on the nine mountains I don't switch

but I switch where the girls are

switch to make them rise in the morning

49



50

where the girls live I switch them to make them valuable
coming to the grassfield where the deers are
the deers sleep and don't want to stand up
the good deer and the good dog are friends together
the good game and the good dog hunt at the same place
on the mountain where the deers are I beat on a bamboo section
beat on a bamboo section to wake the deers up from sleeping
94.34 on the mountain where deers are I beat to make them valuable
I sing where there are no beautiful girls
shoot with good crossbow arrows where there are no good rodents
a path where many people walk
when others walk they don't laugh
when I walk alone I laugh
if I didn't laugh while walking alone
I wouldn't walk fast on the even road among the fields
others are driving ten horses on the road
while driving ten horses they don't let them have bells on
when I drive one horse only I let it have a bell on
reaching a big resting stone I take a pause
I won't rest for long but only for a while
won't rest for a long while
: the big river flows in whirls
in the seventh month the river rises, logs roll around
the boy thinks about going back
ponders about returning home
when the village leader hasn't finished judging the case (=boy buying salt)
thinking about returning home on the same road
I am not shy toward those who walk with me

but afraid for the lives of my grandchildren (if I don't finish my work they
will later on suffer)

I'll talk with the tiger about building a bridge across the deep river

talk with the eagle about getting across two clouds ‘5“0 ?
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I'11 talk with a common man

talk about cutting a boat, a raft

I'1]l talk with the priest

talk about letting somebody watch the " boat, guard the raft

oh, you group of people accompanying me, many like fishes in
expanding water

oh, you group many like red minnows at the bottom of a water hole
let's climb the ladder up to the boat

let's hold on to the edge of the boat, whether it is thick or thin

oh, you abd people who can paddle a boat

paddling the boat you look like bowing your heads

once bowing downstream

once bowing upstiream

once bowing toward the middle when baddling

coming to the bank of the river where many tadpoles swim around

coming to the edge of the Shan fields where snails look like sun-drying
rice

before getting into the water I was afraid of it

getting into it, not even my ankles and toenails are covered by the water
before crossing the river the water's strength looked hard
but when I crossed the water didn't reach above my knees
tying our boat by an §-nm tree

letting the boat anchor by a big, good stone

leaving the boat upside of a big, good stone

if rain comes, don't let the boat get soaked

if rain comes, cut banana leaves and cover it

if the sun shines, don't let the boat dry out

if the sun shines, cover it with three rows of thatch
crossing [ won't give silver and gold as fee for the boat
later on going back I'll give you salt

it won't be bad salt

but good salt like the coming moon (5"%
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two big rivers that don't meet each other (but run parallel)

in the tenth month when the water expands, digging its way,
climbing upwards step by step, they still won't meet

the fishes come down with the river but won't meet fishes {(from other
streams)

this morning I'm going trading and meet you, river

blue water, two sweet water streams

it is sweet but I don't want {o drink the water

before, the village leader and priest came here but didn't drink

now this morning I won't drink either (fearing that the water might not
be good after all)

a beautiful girl stays (by the river)

she is beautiful but I won't court her

before, the village leader and the priest came here but didn't court
not this morning I won't court her either

I don't make a bridge of silver and gold to cross the abyss
but make a bridge of my two toes

I can't connect the big world with silver and gold

but tie it together with my voice

coming to the resting place on the high road

reaching a high tree that gives shadows for the sunshine
on a high mountain

I look all over the world

there is nothing in the big beautiful world that I don't see
looking, my hair doesn't cover my face

I'1l have to walk for many days

it is a resting pla ce for the village leader, for the priest
I didn't know that it is a resting place for the priest

but on the path spit flows in bubbles like sweet water, and so I know
(from the priest's drinking licuor)
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when bad persons come they rest here
when bad animals come they leave footprints
above the path a bd-b*q tree with yellow flowers
when I came last year the flowers werre all in buds
coming this year the flowers are all blossoming
94.45 above the path a phi-paq tree where I pick its leaves (to blow with)
three stems of the zag-mja bamboo
I beat once on the stem upslope
to let my parents hear me at home
downslope coming to a water hole with sweet water
before, the village leader and the priest drank when coming here
now this morning I'll alsc drink
I am thirsty and will drink

feeling hot I'll wash myself in the water

coming to where the man lam-sh¢-hi-thay and the woman m¢ -dja-4-9
live

walk up to the big house, the bamboo flooring sounding "dj&q",

climbing up on the veranda, just outside the door
my hands are hurting, my lymphs are painful

going to the Shans, my feet are hurting, they look like a place where
yams have been dug out (being that full with sores)

my hands are aching, I'll like to stay over for three days

my feet are aching, I'll like to stay over for three nights

I'm hungry and ask for food, if I get enough to eat I'll never forget it
when feeling cold getting a silk blanket to cover me

when feeling warm, I'll never forget it

high up on the path I made a shelter of banana leaves

before three mornings had passed it rained

when a youngster has smoked tobacco without permission
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before three days have passed his parents will scold him

coming to the even fields, to the grass land

on the level road I meet my old girl friend

it didn't look as if I should meet my old girl friend on the level road
when we separated three months ago our tears were overflowing
now after three months we are laughing

meeting her I don't have yellow and black thread to wind around
her hand

meeting her I don't have a packet with tobacco
in the morning meeting my old war comerades, they are many and strong

I though I wouldn't meet my old war comerades, many and strong, in
the morning

meeting them I don't have a decorated sword to draw, three fathoms
long

don't have a good knife to carry, thrée hands-breadths' long
coming out to the even fields, to the grass land

I'm going to the market, bright like nine stars

to the market where horses are

looking at the upper part of the market

walking to the lower part of the market

searching once at the upper part (for salt)

on the upper side white horses, lower side people like fog
looking once at the edge of the market

they are killing a pig with a good knife

many horns from buffaloes being killed

there is nothing that is not on the market

no things that are not there

all kinds of good things, my eyes covet them

a lot of pickled fruits but not much salt

I'll go to the next market upslope

I, the priest, the reciter
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walking on the level upper part of the market
walking to the level lower part searching

I'm going to buy salt

the boy buying salt walks around look;'mg

I'll go and talk with the girl selling salt

the boy buying a chicken walks around looking
the girl who sells chickens is happy

the boy buying rice walks around looking

the girl selling rice scoops up the rice, like white stones
the price for the salt is five coins

I'1l1 buy for fifteen

placing it at the bottom of the basket

packing salt, good salt

at the middle of the basket

he places the things he has bought

buttons for the woman

at the top of the basket

things to eat, a hand of bananas

things to drink, a brittle sugar cane

oh you group going with me, many like fishes in a hole overflowing
with water

oh you group many as minnows at the bottom of a water hole

our bodies are at the market

let us not leave our eyes behind on the market

lifting our feet going to the market

we won't leave our footprints behind

our eyes looking around, let's go back on the same road as we came
let's go back to the first market, bright like nine stars

go back to the market where horses are

on the even fields, the grass land
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on the even path where I met my old girlfriend

going back to where lAm-sjhé-h4d-thép lives

the high mountain

reaching the river full of stones, watelr swirling

going to the edge of the 15-bi village, to the edge of the shé-16 village
we have passed three countries, coming out to our own land
passing three rivers, coming to our own land

I'1l put the basket by the door

leaving the good salt inside the door

oh mother waiting at home

choose between the good salt and the bad salt

keep the good salt on the rack over the fire

the bad salt I'll sell at the market

scoop up from the bottom of the basket

there is good salt

scoop up from the middle of the basket

women's things, buttons

men's things, a bit of money

scoop up from the top of the basket

things to eat, a hand of bananas

things to drink, a brittle sugar cane

keep the good salt onthe rack over the fire

if the salt is no good, I'll sell it at the market

I thought I wouldn't sell it on the market, if the salt was no good (but I will)
if I didn't make up my mind to go trading

I wouldn't get good money into my purse

if I don't make up my mind about to go courting

I won't get a good wife

warnt
I don't want to go trading anymore, I west to get a good wife
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If I don't make up my mind about marrying
I won't find a good wife to make love with

where the abd people live with a lot of rice, close to the girls I'll
go courting

I will have my morning meal

the morning meal, not ready until midday
the midday meal, not ready until evening
if the abé just Iknew how to eat properly

the girl doesn't know about looking at the food (judging how much each
can eat)

if she just knew about how to talk

she doesn't know about listening to others

if she just knew about walking

she doesn't know how to get off the path (she keeps bumping into people)
the abé girl uses her finger nails as a knife

she doesn't work like we do

she uses her toe nails as a mattock.

she doesn't 1lift her feet walking like we do

she won't marry if killing a pig five fists big only (for the feast)

she is a girl who invites for a marriage with a buffalo ten fists big
(i.e. a rope around the buff ten fists long, double length)

she won't marry with five containers of fermented rice liquor

she is a girl who invites for marriage with ten containers of fermented
liquor

she doesn't want to have clothes with Akha pattern
but decorated clothes from the Shans ?
she is an abc':‘o girl who wears a long skirt of thin cloth

does she wear a bodice
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her bodice is full of holes, her round breasts can be seen
does the abé girl wear a turban

her turban is full of holes, her black hair can be seen

I want to marry a beautiful girl

the horse I rid on is not bored through its nose

you can't ride on the beautiful deer in the jungle

on the other side of nine wood piles

she talks lovely like a bulbul

she is a girl who want to get married where she can eat without
working

a girl who wants to get married where she can live comfortably

a girl who wants to get married with a Shan downslope

you will get carried away by the river (and get drowned if you marry a SI
you will be eaten by a tiger like the ar’5 people upslope

a girl who wants to marry a Shan downslope

ten persons are not carried away by the river in one day

in ten days one person is carried away

the ars people gets eaten by tigers

ten persons are not eaten in one day

in ten days one person is eaten (so better marry me, an Akha)

I'll go and look for the sjhi-nag fruits on the branches hanging down low

if I don't go to look where the sjhi-nan fruits are on the branches
hanging down low

I won't get to know where the black drongo birds are (they will be where
the fruits are)

if I don't go to the shi‘-phé fruit tree downslope

I won't get to know where the monkeys are

if I know where the monkeys live

1 will lead ten dogs with my right hand (to hunt the monkeys)

in my left hand I'll carry ten crossbhows
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the boy going hunting sets out before the others (if he knows wherethe
game is)

if not looking for yellow flowers
I won't know where the red flowers grow
if not looking for yellow thread on the market
I won't know where the red thread is

94,67 if not looking for silk

' I won't get to know where the beautiful girls are living

if not making love with three girls
I won't be able to judge between good and bad girls
a boy who hasn't plucked flowers three times

I'll go and look for rats under the bark that has falled off the tsh&-gan
tree

if Idon't look below the bark from the tsht-ganp tree
I won't get to know where the tjhi-né rats live

if I know where the tjhiné rats live

I would make three traps

and set out to hunt before the others

I'll go and look below the xh&-g¥ bush

if not looking below the xh&-g¥ bush

I won't know where the young pheasant anci the grown pheasant are
if I knew where the pheasantis are

I would make three spring-pole snares

and go hunting before the others

I'll go and look where the branches are hanging down low full with
sjhi-napg fruits

if I didn't go to see where the sjhi-nap fruits are

I wouldn't know where the barbet and the dzé-hd birds live
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if I knew where the barbet and the dzé-h1 birds live

I would make three spring-pole snares

and set out hunting before the others

upslope a widow wears a white skirt (to get married)
downslope a widower looks at her with happy eyes
upstream a gopher tends to its young

upslope a cat jumps fast (to catch the baby gopher)
the newly born rats

above a white eagle comes flying (to catch them)

I a boy living upslope

I'1l take a stroll downslope (to find the girls)
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A boy living upslope

I'11 take a stroll downslope a few times

a boy living upslope

I'm not yet going to where the girls are

I thought I would go to where the girls are

but mother hasn't steamed the rice(for the evening meal) yet
the mother steams the rice

if it were not for mother rice wouldn't be steamed

scooping up the rice from the middle of the steamer

there is not enough nicely warm rice in the middle, I eat the
rice from the middle

if not for father food wouldn't be made early

picking up the meat from the middle

there is not enough nicely warm meat from the middle, I eat the
meat from the middle

eating the bones ten times

if not for the women water wouldn't be fetched early

I'll wash my mouth with water to get the smell away

my sister-in-law has twelve beautiful sets ‘of clothes

I won't wear a piece of clothes that is not good-looking

I'11 wear a nice piece from the middle

not dressing up for somebody else's girlfriend

but dress up for my own girlfriend

the rich man has twelve different dishes of food to eat

I won't eat what is not delicious

a rich man fries eggs with fat

eating thém he doesn't get wet between his teeth and tongue (not having

to add water to make it last for more persons)

G/



94.74

when eating eggs my stomach feels satisfied

a poor man eats vegetables

eating he gets wet between his teeth and tongue

when eating vegetables my stomach diesn't feel full

having eaten I feel empty below my heart

girls talk like many coloured vine leaves

like thé vine leaves, no truth in what they say

like the vine leaves, their words are empty

I'll pick three bja-shan flowers to let the girl smell their fragrance
I won't let an ugly girl smell them

but a girl who is not so ugly (a medium beautiful girl)
three bunches of red bd-1d flowers for the girl of my choice

I won't choose a girl who is not beautiful

but choose one who is a bit beautiful

I won't hug the honey bee with golden feet

I'm going to hug the girl I love

I won't go before the others to chase the sjhan-dji bird

but will set out to get that girl before the others

a boy living upslope

strolls around downslope C

I stay in the middle of the village

living in this village not having a wife

I'll go to stay among the girls at the dancing place

for three years I havn't gone courting

for three years I haven't gone visiting, now I'll go

not having gone courting for three years, as if I didn't think about
going courting

it looks as if my household has been busy with sickness
tonight I'll go to the dancing place

many people go to the dancing ground, as many as going to the

fields in the morning é 2
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L35

tonight I'll go to the dancing place calling out dji-lu three times
calling out dji-1d three times going to the dancing place in the evening
the young widower who hasn't been happy for three years

not having had a girlfriend for three years, he is happy

in daytime when there is hunting upstream in the jungle

hunting everywhere, hunting for ten kinds of game

hunting in the jungle, blowing the horn three times

there is no hunting dog that isn't happy

a dog many years old that doesn't want to bark any more get's
happy (in his heart hearing the sound of hunting)

a hunting dog many years old whose barking has shrunk to a
whisper feels happy

at night I'1l go to the dancing place

many people going to the dancing place, like going to the field huts
in the evening the dancing place is full of women and men

in the evening the fence is full of perching crows

are there any girls with sorrowful hearts, like being shot by an arrow
do I look like a crow wh.ose black meat can't be eaten?

do I look like the head of an eagle that can't be eaten?

do I look like a bitter vegetable that can't be eaten?

in the evening the dancing place if full of women and men

are there any girl who is not happy about making love ?

the dancing place won't be even if it isn't plowed

the boys and the girls make the dancing place level

if the village is not level there won't be any offerings ?
plain rice and sticky rice is offered

in the evening the dancing place is full of women and men

levelled grass at the dancing place, where the women go for fun
in daytime the elders compete in singing good words

in the evening the girls and the boys compete in singing at length
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94. 81 on the grass at the dancing place there is an unmarried girl,

who hasn't gone there for a long time
the grass grows up in three various heights
carrying a knife but not able to clear it
we'll clear it with our mouths and noses (by singing)
not yet having married we'll talk
not yet having married, nothing bad will happen while talking only

A the boys are beautiful like termite hills
the boy hasn't gone to the dancing place for a long time
carrying a mattock but not able to clear it
we two clear it with out mouths and noses
where the girls go dancing, the level grass on the dancing place
on the dancing place, the girls dance making lines (in the high grass)
please dance! , the edge of your skirts make lines
I pull up the edge of my trousers on the dancing place
I'1]1 play fthe jews'-harp)and move (my body in rhythm)
in the evening I'll go to the dancing place
in the evening there is dancing
on the dancing place heaven looks like a straw-hat (covering us)
I'm not the one who started to go to the dancing place
shap-dy-dy-sjhy created going to the dancing place
we two are not the last ones to come to the dancing place
people like a pile of buffalo shit on the dancing place (staying all close tc
going to the dancing place with people gather like buffalo shit
I'm not the one who started singing at the dancing place
xhe -ne of the dayg-tshé clan created the boys' 10-10 singing
I'm not the one who started the dé-do singing
xhe-ne of the sag-dd clan created the boys' dé-do singing
singing the 10-lo, giving one measure and a half of cotton in exchange
(as fee for learning this kind of singing)

singing the d6-do, giving a shin of a samber deer as exchange
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you who can't sing the 13-13, I'll lead you outside (won't let you stay here)

94,85 you who can't sing the d6-do, I'll beat you with a stick of firewood so
that your backs swell up looking as if you are carrying a child

in the evening the dancing place is full of boys and girls

those who have discarded their wives, don't select between those who
are good or bad

don't choose the poor boys to make love with

when choosing me w'ho is a poor bhoy

I am the son of a mother who hasn't born many children

choose between those boys who come to the dancing place

if you don't make love with those who come to the dancing place
if you don't make love your cheek bones will protrude (getting old fast)
when going where mother has planted vegetables

picking the poisonous sjéq-ni plant which can't be eaten

picking the new vegetable leaves

if you don't pick the new leaves

the vegetables that mother has planted won't come up in plenty
the vegetables planted by mothey all come out with seeds

while going to the hunting place in the jungle

a green deer with a single horn like a horse stunted in its growth,

don't carry it, it can't be eaten

a civet cat with a pattern on its head on the high mountain, don't be

choosy (carry it home)

when it is boiled in the pot your parents will choose (if they want to eat it or
we who don't look the same, let's be friends

we make love even though we aren't equally tall

let's get married

I'1l clear trees which don't look the same

clear fields which don't look the same
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in daytime clearing the fields with an axe (the trees all fall)
a mother with daughters and sons, a mother with three children

the first born doesn't come (to the dancing place by himself), he is
led by hand

the last born doesn't come by himself but is carried in a piece of

cloth on his mother's back

coming to the dancing place, being tought to come

coming to get a friend, being tought to make love

I won't make love with you

I'll make friends with ten other girls

oh wildcat mother, who has given birth three times a year
she can quickly catch a rat

as fast as shooting with a crossbow

having been tought to (catch rats) like shooting

I won't shoot you

another day I'll chase ten rats

when going to the dancing place in the evening
we girls and boys gather at the same place
girls and boys fill it all up

we girls and boys have all dressed up :

the girls who wear the headdress have three rows of seeds
their lower legs are big and beautiful

the leggings are patterned like a dog's paws

blue cloth three fingers wide on the upper edge of the leggings
the girl's buttocks big like a fork in the teq tree

her skirt is not made of five breadths of cloth only

ten pieces of cloth, her skirt black like the mynah's wings
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she dressed up with a belt wound around her waist like a black snake
dresses up in a bodice with cockroach pattern
with rows of beads from shoulder to waist, like wandering ants
red cloth on the base of her neck
ornaments on her ears, which look like bowls of lard
94,92 her head like the sjhfn-xhé Caladium
the beautiful za&g-kha bamboo in the jungle for the white scaffolding of

+ her headdress
her forehead like the bottom of a metal bowl
her hair divided in the middle on her forehead
dressed up in red on the middle of her headdress {chicken feathers dyed re:
looking at her dressed up with a headdress in many colours
with monkey fur and chicken feathers fastened on
the girls dress up for the boys
the boys dress up for the girls
the boy's footprints only two fingers wide
his red shoes are beautiful

three breadths of ¢loth for each trouser leg, the seams sewn double by

mother

the trousers, the seams, three breadths of cloth for the crouch (which hangs

down low)

his waist is slender

wears a red belt closely fitting his waist

his body beautiful like a green grub

his jacket black like the crow's wings

the edge of his jacket like the edge of the crow's wings
between two layers of black jackets

a white jacket, all three like glued together with beeswax

the lower edge of his jacket fits his waist like being glued to it
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he adorns his beautiful neck with a good silver necklace
three rows of silver chains thrown back over his shoulder
silver buttons in rows on his back like stars
looking like a male pheasant grazing in the jungle
the tails of his turban like the palm swift's wings
34,95 the rings of his turban beautiful like our homeland
the girls dress up in clothes only
the boys dress up with silver and gold
the boys and girls dress up for each other
after one girl a hundred boys are chasing
I thought I would never follow a hundred boys chasing one girl
my good sould long for a girl
the good girls don't long for me, a good boy
I walk around the girl
but the good girl doesn't long for me
I carry one hundred good spears chasing one deer
I thought I wouldn't carry one hundred good spears
deers don't die close to the village
deers die on the other side of the stream
it is better if it dies close to the village
I want to hung up its lower jaw on the roof beam
want to hung up its shoulder blade in the ceremonial leader's house
you good girl, do you want to marry a boy with silver
when he goes trading in the morning not getting anything
when he goes trading in the morning getting something
when the trading is no good he won't blame the trading

he will blame you for eating too much (so don't marry a rich boy but marry i
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94.98 knowing where the big tree is
do you look for the tree where the bees are
the bees have moved into a small hole
the bees won't stay but will move to another place
it is not good that the bees move but the bees aren't blamed
the girl is blamed for eating honey like a bear
the 1tn-pjhd tree with the big beautiful leaves in the jungle
95.2 the planted ths-bdq lianas, fragrant like the th5-bdg vegetables (in fact smell

but delicious)

the footprints of the valuable field buffalo

the footprints of all buffaloes are not valuable

far away there is a valuable field buffalo with golden horns

there is a male buffalo with beautiful horns that is valuable

the fragrant smell of a valuable girl (which lingers on when she is gone)

not all girls who smell well are valuable

there is a rich girl with beautiful mouth and nose

on the high mountain the 15-md tree with fragrant flowers

a fragrant mountain

its fragrance can be smelled from a long distance

the valuable boy and girl, let's live together

a girl wearing a cap is valuable (not old enough to wear a headdress)

a boy is valuable when he has just grown up

if the girl doesn't still wear a cap she is not valuable

let's pluck the flowers in the jungle while they are at their best (still on the t1
if the flowers in the jungle are not plucked while they are at their best

they will look ants' nests, being eaten by forrest ants (when they have falled
if not thinking about hugging the girl when she is at her peak

the young girl will be buried in the soil (never getting married)

the girl not yet wearing a cap makes love. with a boy once (and then she will g

the boy grows up having made love with a girl
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the girl is at her peak wearing a cap

when she has passed wearing a cap she is not valuable anymore
95.95 the boy is at his peak just grown up

if not just only grown up he is not valuable

having a friend he doesn't go to visit the Shans downslope

doesn't go to visit the dsjhdy people upslope

the valuable boy and girl, we won't run after them ?

'+ the valuable young hunting dog

if it is not a young dog

it won't be valuable

the sound of its barking doesn't reach the Shans downslope

doesn't reach the dsjhdy people upslope

we won't chase after that valuable dog

the rooster is at its peak when its tail feathers are still curled

if its tail feathers are not curled the rooster is not at its peak

its tail big like a thumb

when the rooster's tail feathers and short feathers grow out wellit is not

valuable

when its head is big like a thumb, the nine peaks of its red combs grow out

it is not valuable

the sound of its crowing doesn't reach the Shans downslope

doesn't reach the 4sjhdy people upslope

we won't chase after that valuable rooster

the pig is at its peak when its feet can be hold in a fist

when its legs can't be hold in one fist it is not at its peak anymore
when fat bulges on the sides of its stomach it is not at its peak

when its two cheeks protrude it is not valuable

when its foreleg where it is tied is thin like its neck it is of no value

its grunts don't reach the Shans downslope
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don't reach the 4dsjhdn people upslope

we won't chase after that valuable pig

the male goat is at its peak when it can turn its neck around
when it can't turn its neck the male goat is no longer at its peak

when the male goat's twisted horns point towards the sky it is not

valuable

when the top of its horns funkles like fireflied it is not valuable
when the long front hairs on its thighs grow out it is not valuable
when the male goat's thigh hairs reach the ground it is not valuable
it doesn't go for a walk to the Shans downslope

doesn't go for a visit to the dsjhay people upslope

We won't chage after that valuable male goat

the male buffalo is at its peak when its horns and ears are of equal
length

when its horns and ears are not of equal length anymore, the male
buffalo is not valuable

when the back of one's hand can be pushed into the male buffaloe's

nostrilg it is not at its peak

when its nose is bored through with iron and we hold it with our hands

it is not at its peak

when the male buffaloe's horns look like the crescent of the moon it is

not at its peak

the tip of its horns funkling like fireflies, it is not valuable
it doesn't go for a walk to the Shans downslope

it doesn't go for a visit to the 4sjhdy people upslope

we won't chase after that valuable buffalo

the stallion is valuable, it runs fast

when it can't run fast it is not at its peak

when the stallion can carry ten loads on its back it is not at its peak
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when the stallion can take one small load on top of ten loads it is

not valuable

when the stallion has a rope through a bamboo section below its tail
it is not at its peak (to stabilize the load)

when the stallion has an iron bit in its mouth it is not at its peak
it doesn't go for a walk to the Shans downslope

it doesn't go for a visit to the 4sjhdn people upslope

the boy and girl at their peak, we have to separate for the night
I can't stay on, midnight has come

I can't stand on my feet anymore, midnight has come

I'm not like a fly that has no home to return to

let's go home

let's go back home

it is not that I can't support myself on my spear

I'll go home the same road as I came supporting myself on my spear
let's go back to the paddy house (and sleep there over the night)
let's go home, sounding "kog koq"

let's go home, the bamboo section sounding ""koq koq" (the spindle make:
a noise in the bamboo container which the girl has at her waist)

let's go home, sounding ''zaq zaq"

let's go home, the cord with cowries sounding ''zaq zaq" (the girl has

a cord with cowries from her shoulder to waist)

let's go home, sounding ""de de"

let's go home, the edge of her skirt sounding ""de de'"' (touching the high g
let's sit on the porch of the paddy house

the girl born by one mother, many boys make love with her

flowers planted by one girl, many boys pluck it

tobacco planted by one girl, many want to fill their pipes with it
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I ask the girl for clay to eat

ask her for bitter tobacco leaves to smoke

a silver pipe pounded by the Shans downslope

a silver box engraved by the 53'6 people upslope

I'1l go and ask for tobacco where the girls live

other boys ask her, I also ask her

she doesn't want to give tobacco to other boys

when I ask her for tobacco she gives it to me

I'll make a perching pin for the wagtails in the field
other boys make one and I make one

the birds don't perch on the pin which others have made
they come to perch on the pin I have made

knowing where the rodents are I set a trap

they aren't caught in the traps set by others

they get caught in the trap I have set

I'll go to visit a widow downslope

we good ones go to her house

many people gather at her house

there is nobody who doesn't stay there

there isn't a single one who isn't there

but there are many who aren't there

there is one who isn't there

in the village three girls with yellowed clothes (the black has faded)
they don't gather there for no other reason than

they want to make love in the evening with their lovers
when making love in the evening with her friend

she doesn't want ten others to drag her away from her lover

the two of them want to get married
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the two want to get married, don't want to marry somebody else

even though he has a turban beautiful like the b8-xha-bd-toq insect,
I don't want that other boy

95.18 even though he has a turban with a tail at its back I don't want him
ten boys wanting to make love with me, I don't want them
those two want each other
I want to lie down on coarse paddy husks
with dew and frost as a blanket
ten boys dragging me away from my lover but I won't leave him
the house where everybody gather
when ten persons gather the floor doesn't crack
don't let it crack when only one is there
if it cracks when only one is there
that one is no good, blamed for being no good
the thirty persons that were gathered will separate
I'll go to where there are edible fruits upslope
to where the njd-khs tree is
there is no place where there are not many rats (if there are fruits)
each and every rat is there
when thousands and hundreds of rats are there
there is one single rat which isn't there
in the rich man's house a mouse without tail
it doesn't gather by the fruit tree for no other reason than
at night it wants to jump around comfortably (searching for food in the ho

it thinks about the grubs in the rice which mother has pounded white and

carried (into the house)
it thinks about the pickled meat in the bamboo section in the corner
thousands and hundreds of rats have gathered

the green monkeys who eat the khan fruits
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the ho-djaq rats without tails gather all upstream

above the path where the wildcats defecate

there are no butterflies that don't gather

not a single butterfly isn't there

the wings of the butterflies like being joined together

they gather there for no other reason than

after one butterfly ten others follow

they whirl up not only to the white clouds but also to the black clouds
upslope where the nj3-kh$ tree with edible fruits is

I always walk around the big tree to shoot the birds with my crossbow
when circulating around the big tree |

I can't aim at the birds, the big trunk is between me and the birds

can't aim with my crossbow, the branches hanging down low are

between

I can't stay but will go to sleep, it's midnight

I thought I would stay but I have no girl to stay with

I thought I would go to sleep but I have no one to sleep with
only the yellow houseflies keep my company

but I can't talk with a yellow housefly

I thought I would go to sleep but I have nobody to sleep with
only a rolled up sour blanket as company

but I can't entwine my fingers with a sour blanket

I carry my big banjo being happy

when twelve other girls come filling up I don't stay

I'l1l stay where my own girlfriend is

blowing on a flute with three holes

I won't go to the other thirty houses

but I'll go to my own girlfriend's house

the jew's-harp doesn't sound, its tongue is bad
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the flute doesn't sound, its tongue is no good
95.25 a boy who can't blow on a flute with three holes
don't try on a gourd pipe with thousands and hundreds of holes
the jew's-harp is the bachelor's plaything (not having a girlfriend)
the flute is the widower's toy

a man who always plays his jew's-harp gets pain in the corners of
his mouth

a man who always plays the flute gets pain at the middle of his lips
I am circulating around the walls of the house where my girlfriend lives
while walking around the house of my girlfriend

I can't catch sight of her, the walls are between us

I can't see my girlfriend, the walls are between us

staying below the house, dog flees bite me

staying by the upslope corner mosquitoes bite me

staying inside the house there is smoke (my eyes are smarting)
girl, don't sit on a chair inside

come out and sit close to me

don't keep on sitting on a low chair

come and keep on being close to to me

hold the white cotton ball on your right side

come out with a gourd water dipper in your left hand

come out with a rolled up blanket under your right arm

you don't have to come out for a long time, just a little while

come out to an even place, come out to the even porch

coming out on the even porch

but in the evening it is not our place for making love

it is the place for the old men to make bamboo strips
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the girl's feet on the step of the stairs
the boy holds on to the corner roof beams (goix_mg to find a better place)
come just outside the house
coming just outside the house
it is not a place for us to make love in the evening
it is the place where the old women weave cloth
95.29 let's go below the house to the mortar
where the pestle goes up and down
it is not a place for us to make love in the evening
it is the place where the women pound the rice
let's go down the even road where the dogs walk
let's go on the even path where the pigs go
going to the dancing place many times until midnight
starting to go courting until midnight
I often go to the dancing place until midnight
not waking up the elders in the village from their sleep
I'll wake up my own girlfriend
at midnight we start to go courting
we go away from the elders
it is midnight, I can't stay on, I'm sleepy
I can't stay on my feet any longer, it is midnight
let's go, sounding 'koq koq'' i her bamboo container
let's go to a small sleeping house (not used by somebody else)
where there is a sleeping house
let's sleep together stealthily where our parents don't see us
while sleeping together, not abandoning each other

sleeping together agreeing with each other
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talking while our parents don't see us
95.32 _ having talked stealthily together, let us not abandon our agreement
when we two have talked for ourselves we agree
seeing each other's bodies but not each other's hearts
seeing the lianas but not knowing what is at its roots
seeing the white clouds above but not knowing heaven

we two who will get married, let's exchange gifts so we won't

3 change our hearts
the girl's golden bracelet {to the boy)
the boy keeps it firm in his hand
the boy's bracelet weighing five gaq
the girl keeps it firmly below the ends of her belt, three hands long
if the girl changes her mind, the boys keeps her bracelet
if the boy changes his mind, the girl keeps his bracelet
the two's words like a thread (binding them together)
words agreed upon in the evening, not to be broken in the morning
if broken in the evening, joined together again in the morning
like borrowing a horse's rope from the Shans (made of iron)
the two's words like the mouth of a gourd
lifting it up in the evening it won't be broken in the morning
if it is broken in the evening, repair it in the morning
let the words last like a brass bottle from the Shans
the two's words like notches cut in wood
won't let bugs eat the wood with notches cut on it
if grubs come to eat the counting stick with notches
don't let them fly away to a tree

but call on the woodpecker far away (to come and eat the grubs)
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the two's words firm like a stone fence
we won't let pigs root around the stone fence
if the pigs come to root by the stone fence

when the pigs come running, we won't let them look for food where

the husks are

calling on the big cld wolf that eats pigs

our words are like the mouth of the gourd (easily breakable)

pour water into it in the evening, in the mourning it shouldn't be broken
if it does break in the evening, repair it in the morning

let it be strong like the bottles of the Shan

if the girl changes her mind before going on the death road to
thaAg-phay (a place on the road back to the ancestors after death)

before she dies she shouldn't change her mind
if she changes her mind before death
the girl's head will be covered with earth by the boy ?

if the boy changes his mind, he should first think of the sjég-ju
liana (if you pass below this liana you will die)

before he dies he shouldn't change his mind

if the boy changes his mind before death

the girl will stab him with a spear (look for another man, spear=penis
seeing each others' bodies, we now fully see each others' hearts

seeing the lianas, knowing fully what is at its root

seeing the white clouds above, knowing heaven

the dz&-tjhi bird in the field doesn't entwingle its feet (with its mate)
let us two entwingle our long legs '

one person's legs only can't be entwingled

entwingling our legs, keeping our legs close together

the dz4-tjhi bird in the field doesn't use its wings as a pillow
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we two hold our long arms around each other

stretching out one arm only, it won't reach all around

two arms stretched out reach around

even though we entwingle our legs, they won't get sprained
holding our arms around each other, they won't get stiff

we drink each other's saliva

we lick each other's tongues

the two of us on one bed

looking like a banana leaf spread out by the edge of the field
the boy urges the girl to sweep the porch

the girl sweeps the porch

the boy urges the girl to sleep

the girl arranges the sleeping place well

the boy clears the road with his sharp knife

the girl makes the road wide with her mattock (they prepare to run away
the boy clears the road as if thirteen boys were working

the girl stiffens up the edges well

her parents advise her not to get married (she is too young)
I won't listen to the warning words of my parents

but listen only the loving words between us two in nighttime
her elder brother and sister-in-law say the same

I won't listen to my elder brother and sister-in-law

but listen only to the loving words between us two at night
the parents advise their daughter not to get married

they don't advise that she shouldn't eat three meals in one day
let's run away for three months

let's go away together for three months

when the girl and the boy run away together for three months
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her parents don't watch for the day of eloping ?

if they had guarded her against eloping

they would have abandoned her parents anyway

the two don't watch out for the yellow rooster below the house
when the two think about eloping to get married

they call on the hawk above to grab it (so it won't crow and wake up

her parents)

we won't bring rice along when running away for three months
I'1l let the girl's breasts make up for food

her breasts white like the rice pounded white by mother

we won't carry meat along when running away for three months
we let the small crabs in the river make up for meat

let it go for the red meat of the buffalo killed by father

we won't carry a knife when running away for three months

let's use a sharp piece of the zaq-kha bamboo from the steep valley
as a knife

let it go for good iron from the Shans

we won't bring a blanket when running away for three months

we'll use a banana leaf at the edge of the field as a blanket

let it do for the first blanket sewn by mother of three pieces of cloth
we won't bring salt along when running away for three months

we'll use the white stones in the river as salt

let it go for the good salt carried to the Shan market

let's run away, let's be together for three months

the girl is eloping, ""we don't have enough to eat while on the run"

the boy is running away, '"we are poor and it doesn't get better'" (so let's

go home again)

he can't cut through the xhe-g¥% bamboo with its long sections (it is hard
to keep on walking)
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in the village we hadn't made up our minds about marrying ?
our parents warned us

don't go, daughter, her parents advised

don't eat three meals a day, that they didn't advise

if her parents don't advise her, the daughter is not valuable

if her elder brother and sister-in-law don't admonish her

her fields won't get big (won't get good luck, won't get children)
our parents didn't watch out for our day of eloping

when we elope to get married

we still think that we can't abandon our parents (so let's go h_ome again)
our parents are the givers of great luck

the only golden rooster below the house

when we elope to get married

we won't call on the hawk above to grab it

the only golden rooster below the house

when the fog lies low rain comes

a girl with many happy brothers

if the fog doesn't lie low, rain won't come

if her brothers aren't happy, the girl is not valuable

a withered tree, good and valuable, in the grass field by the edge of

the forest
the brothers and the valuable girl
the valuable withered tree’in the grass field by the edge of the forest

ten good axes not enough for the base of that one tree

" thinking about taking one thousand or one hundred good axes

while keeping on thinking about taking one thousand or one hundred

good axes for the base of that one tree

the withered tree in the grass field has become no good, termites

have come to eat it
the withered tree in the grass field has fallen over .

we don't carry axes but push it away with our hands (of no value anymore
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95.48 if we had carried axes, we would have been better off than others
the brothers with the valuable sister
not enough with ten boys hugging that one girl
one thousand or one hundred boys hugging one girl

while thinking about one thousand or one hundred boys hugging that

one girl

the rich girl can't live by herself

the girl's waist increases with a child out of wedlock
if I don't hug her leading her by hand

if I hug her I'll be better offthan the others

don't you want to get married, you look as if you are going to stay

in your brothers' house
will you stay for ever in your good brothers' house

will you stay in your brothers' house looking like the head of game
hung up at the wall

when keeping on staying in your brothers' house

you are not like ginger and leeks planted by your brothers {you don't
belong to them for ever) '

staying on in your brothers' house for ever

you are not like the jaw of a deer hung up at the wall in your brothers!'
house (which is done after hunting)

the good girl must marry somebody

when the girl has grown up shexmoannexzxsurd doesn't she roam around

the village

when the girl has grown up and roams around in the village

she doesn't roam around in other villages

but roams around in her brothers' village

when the girl roams around in the village, she doesn't loose her face

walking around in the village she is highly respected
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if the village is scattered some day, she will be poor (if she doesn't

marry)
when the chicken grows big, it sleeps in the chicken cage
sleeping in the cage, its body gets fat
the girl staying in the . cage: (her brother's home) is not poor
if one day there is no ‘cage ., she will get poor
95.52 the girl is valuable, she is beating on a gong
beating on a gong every day at the doorway of her brothers' house
she wants to beat at somebody else's doorway
the beautiful girl like a gourd handle

she will marry a boy who is not beautiful, hairy looking like the
b8-s8q tree

the beautiful girl has small eyes

she marries a boy who is not beautiful with staring eyes

the girl is delicious like the shi-maq fruits ?
staying in her brothers' house she is happy

the girl is happy like the good, sour fruits above {word play on "happy’

and "'sour')

she wants to be happy in her parents-in-law;s house

where there are holes in the good soil, Caladium is planted
the girl's house, the house of her parents-in-law '
if she doesn't go to her parents-in-law, she won't be healthy
a branch of a big tree is the perching place for the ga-njé bird
if there is not a branch of a big tree

the pa-njé bird can't fly to perch

the boar has a big hump on its back like a rice stack

the boar with a hump is kept in the pen

many other villages hear about the one raising that pig

not only many villages close by hear about it
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the Chinese villages upslope, where they wear green shirts, hear

about it
the Chinese 4dsjhdy downslope set out to get that pig

the Chinese upslope with big bowls (full of money) set out to buy
that pig

they don't give enough money for that valuable pig

95.55 he doesn't want to discuss the price, doesn't want to sell
the beautiful girl must marry somehody
if the beautiful xdoesnifxmaxxy girl doesn't get married

inside her brothers' house there won't be comfort (they will have to fear
all the time that the girl will get pregnant before marriage)

a fat pig must be sold to others

thinking about not selling that fat pig to others ees?
one daughter, many brothers

many brothers, a daughter staying at home

boys in many villages nearby hear about her

it is not only boys in villages close by that hear about her

it is heard that a beautiful girls sits outside her house

words about ten other girls staying (in the same village) have not come ¢
only words about that one girl staying there

haven't heard about where ten deers are staying

only heard about that one deer staying there

ten other girls are staying there but not a single boy court them
to that one girl ten boys come courting

where ten deers are, not a single hunter

to that one deer ten hunters come

do you think about marrying that other boy?

do you think about hunting another deer?
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while that girl thinks about marrying another boy (waiting for a
better boy to turn up)

he will turn out to be an epileptic (so don't wait, marry me) ... ..
95.58 bees, don't think abou:t ten roads in the forest (looking for flowers)

girl, don't think about ten roads to marriage

water, don't flow into ten different streams

the boy takes a stroll a few times up and down the village

) walking two or three times, "what's up" (others ask him, do you

prepare to get married?)

it doesn't mean anything to walk a few times (not wanting to say that

he prepares to get married)

let's soak sticky rice (for the wedding meal)

why do you soak rice

it doesn't mean anything to soak sticky rice

I'1l go to ask the village leader's daughter (to marry me)
I'll go to ask where the rich girl lives

in the evening the marriage helper goes to make an agreement, but

they haven't made up their minds yet
next morning two persons go and they have made up their minds

in the evening coming with a single bottle of liquor they haven't made

up their minds

next morning coming with two bottles of liquor they have made up

their minds

carrying two loads of water from the even river

calling on the marriage helper next door

I'1l go and ask the rich girl

there are both young and grown-up girls in that rich house

if you won't let the eldest marry, will you let the youngest marry our

b
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95.62

(girl's parents:) now you are thinking about taking the young one
the young girl is not fully able to work yet
the young one now will later grow (we don't want her to marry yet)

in the corner of the girl's house there are three kinds of fermented

liquor, new and old (for the wedding ceremony)
(boy's parents:) if you don't give the old liquor, will you give the new?
(girl's parents:) thinking about giving the new liquor

then something bad will happen to our family, giving the new liquor

to suck

it is new now, later on it will get old (and better)

below the house there are pigs of three sizes, big and small
if not killing the big one, do you want to kill a small one ?
if now killing the small one

the girl's brother killing it with a pointed knife, something bad will
befall us

the now small one will later grow big
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95.63

8. zA mi nag m¥y tshé€ a thé 2

(boy's parents.) when does the girlhawe a good day (for marriage) ?
her good day is a tiger day

is the tiger day a good day for her to leave her parents' house?

is the girl of a tiger day

thinking that the girl will marry on a tiger day

the tiger jumps three times at the doorway for fun

the tiger is fast, three times jumping like lightning

a girl of a tiger day can't get married (she will run away like the tiger
when does the girl have a good day?

the girl's good day is a mule day

can she marry on a mule day

thinking about her marrying on a mule day

when the Chinese in the third month come carrying salt (on horseback)

she forgets (preparing for her wedding)

a girl of a mule day can't get married
when does the girl have a good day?

her good day is a rabbit day

thinking about her marrying on a rabbit day

in the hot season she will forget to pour water into the pot
(word play on '1an' meanihg both 'rabbit' and 'pot')

a girl of a rabbit day can't get married
when does the girl have a good day?

her good day is an ant day

thinking about her marrying on an ant day

she will forget (about her wedding) watching termites walking in

rows with earth in their mouths
a girl of an ant day can't get married

when does the girl have a good day?
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95.66

her good day is a horse day

thinking about her ‘marrying on a horse day

she will forget while watéhing the Chinese carry cotton (on horseback)
a girl of a horse day can't get married

when does the girl have a good day ?

her good day is a goat day

thinking about her marrying on a goat day

in the hot season watching the bad luck of a goat giving birth to
three kids (she will forget abour her wedding)

a girl of a goat day can't get married

when does the girl have a good day?

her good day is a monkey day

can she marry on a monkey day

thinking about her marrying on a monkey day

while watching an old monkey mother upstream breaking leaves for

a nest, she will forget

a girl of a monkey day can't get married
when does the girl have a good day?

her good day is a chicken day

thinking about her marrying on a chicken day

she forgets while watching a hen spreading our her wings (to protect

her chickens)

a girl of chicken day can't get married

when does the girl have a good day?

her good day is a dog day

thinking about her marrying on a dog day

she will forget while watching the dog bark at the doorway
when does the girl have a good day?

her good day is a pig day

thinking about her marrying on a pig day

she will forget while watching the pigs root around for food outside
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95.69

when does the girl have a good day?
her good day is a rodent day
thinking about a girl marrying on a rodent day

upslope she is amused by the rodents' breaking leaves for a warm

nest

a girl of a rodent day can't get married

when does the girl have a good day?

her good day is a buffalo day

a girl of a buffalo day gets married

a girl of a buffalo day wades across the river (not being afraid)

the girl carrying her bridal should bag set out from her parents' house
wearing her bridal hat she crosses a river

while going to marry, carrying her bridal shoulder bag

when the girl has taken three steps, don't look back(at your parents' hou
your parents calling on you three times, don't answer them back

if looking back having taken three steps

(girl's mother:) what are you looking for, dé.ughter

daughter, you have a mother |

don't you want to separate from your mother

my heart feels good (when I see that you think of me), I'll give you a skis

if you don't make clothes for the two of you, you won't have enough

to wear during your lifetime (better start weaving fast)

if you make your clothes, you will have enough to wear during your

lifetime

while alive, one's body is dressed well

when dead, one's body is given all that is needed
(girl's father:) daughter, you have a father

your father's heart feels good

I'11 kill a pig for you and give you a basket
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95.72 if you don't hunt (before the meat I give you is eaten up), you

won't have enough to eat for a lifetime

if the two of you {(i.e. your husbond) go hunting you will have enough
to eat for a lifetime

you are a girl with brothers, your brothers are good
I'll give you a pair of ear rings weighing ten gaq (1/10 of a viss)

if you don't look for money you won't have enough to use for

a lifetime

if you look for money you will have enough to use for a lifetime

you are a girl with a c¢lan

your clan is good, we give you a knife to cut with

if you don't look for iron, you won't have knives enough for a lifetime
if you look for iron you will have enough knives for a lifetime

we'll give you a small piece of land

a place for planting ginger, not a piece of land supported with
logs (against erosion, just a small piece of land)

won't give you land between two logs for planting leeks

if we were to give you a piece of land supported by logs for planting

ginger

we wouldn't give you a big cutting a ginger (to plant)

from one piece of ginger a little bit picked off is enough
when giving a piece of land between two logs to plant leeks
won't give you a big stalk of leeks

from one stalk pick off a little bit is enough

I'll give you a package from the middle of the field with a bit of

leeks, ginger, and rice seeds
give you rice in a package
as for giving you a part of the field

won't give you the middle part where the ceremonial stake is (for

offering to the spirit owner of the field)

three rice balls from the middle of the field (balls of boiled rice from
rice growns in the middle of the field)

three balls of rice I'll give you {and not a part of the field)
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as for sharing my house with you

I won't give you the corner roof beam where the edge of the thatch

has been cut off

won't give you the ancestor bamboo section which is kept inside

the house

sharing my house with my daughter, I'll give one good egg

with the balls of sticky rice make ceremonies (in your husbond'!s house)
95,75 with the egg make ceremonies

for the girl a leaf (plucked outside the village gate the first time a mothe
carries her daughter to the fields)

for the boy a shoot
the leaf for the girl can be plucked anywhere

the shoot for the boy can't be obtained everywhere (shoots are not as
easy available as leaves, boys are more valuable)

the fruit for the girl

the stalk of the fruit for the boy

the fruit for the girl can be plucked anywhere

the stalk for the boy can't be twisted off easily

giving you rice cakes, not giving you the whole batch

giving you rice cakes, giving you half of the batch

won't give you the whole banana leaf

I'll give you a torn off piece from the edge of the leaf

she passes out through the inner doorway, hands clutching
passes the outer doorway, soles of her feet are treading
when she has passed the doorway she has become another person
passing the outer doorway she has changed to somebody else
upslope the buffalo shit, like a smooth bamboo section

she gets out to the middle of the village, where the dust is blown
around by the wind

she reaches the opening (in the fence) of the rich man's house
(the house of her husbond}
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95.77

at the opening of the fence around the rich man's house, a
buffalowith hostile eyes

when other guests come, it is hostile

when you come as a gues it won't be hostile {said to the bride by her m«
if it looks as hostile to you as it does to other guests

entice it with nine lumps of salt (which buffaloes love to eat)

the girl has a good heart, during her whole life the buffalo won't
attack her

at the opening of the fence around the rich man's house, a barking
male dog

when other guests come, it barks

when you come as a guest it won't bark
if it barks at you as it does to others
entice it with nine rice balls

the girl has a good heart, the dog won't bark at her during her whole

lifetime

below the rich man's house the sow is grunting

when other guests come it grunts

it won't grunt when you come as a guest

if it grunts at you as it does to other guests

entice it with nine dippers of pig's food

the girl has a good heart, she wins the pig for a lifetime
the hen under the rich man's house raises iis feathers
when other guests come it raises its feathers

it won't raise its feathers when you come as a guest

if it raises its feathers at you as it does to other guests
entice it with nine grains of rice

the girl has a good heart, she will be friendly with the hen for a
lifetime
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in the rich man's house there is a pair of scissors
the girl cuts off a piece of her hair
keeps it in the lapel of her skirt

shaking the seeds and flowers of weeds at the middle of the field

(when the bride is chased up the stairs of her new home she lets her
hair fall down on the porch to ensure that there won't be a lot of weeds
in her fields)

95,80 under the rich man's house there is a switch to chase chickens away
%
(while pounding rice)

not switching the bat flying above

but switching the bride (chasing her up the stairs)

the stairs of the rich man's house are well made and easy to climb
not stairs made of iron

not stairs made of silver and gold

the girl climbs up one step

sprinkling with nine burning sticks

the girl climbs up two steps

sprinkling with a water dipper (all this is in fact done inside the h
the girl climbs up three steps |

she is led by her mother-in-law's hands

the inner door is not high

she sees her father-in-law with high bones over his eyebrows

the outer door is not high

she sees her father-in-law with high cheek bones

the girl's place is close to the big pole by the dividing wall
(the wall between male and female side of the house)

the girl's place is at three pieces of split bamboo
she sits with her legs folded up, arms around her knees

if the egg is not boiled, don't pass the egg between your hands
(the groom and the bride have to pass an egg between their hands)
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95.82

when passing an egg that is not boiled

it will fall down between the two's arms and legs

they eat a small chicken together, eat one small egg
when the two of you eat together, don't have filthy habits

when the two of you eat together, let the food remain in your
stomachs (don't make each other vomit)

eating a delicious egg, it should remain in the stomach

wirerex sk K Rhe shid e xsit xixeox s kadd wrodoeckhecods wirkixeex soet kg
who sits close to the fireplace? (what kind of bride or groom sits there)

close to the fireplace the widow sits (a widow who remarries)
who gits close to the wall?

close to the wall the widoer sits

the widow is by the butchering place

but she can't butcher an animal (a woman is not allowed to butcher)
bones are broken with hands

red meat is taken out with hands

the young widower sits close to the winnowing place

but the young widower can't winnow rice (that is woman's work)
he blows the husks away {as he can't winnow them away)

he licks the husks with his tongue (he gets husks all over him)
what kind of money is kept downside? (where the woman is)
downside there is silver

what is kept upside ? (where the man is}

upside gold is kept

in the middle is the young girl's place (the girl who married for the

first time)
the road the bride walks on with her shoulderbag

don't let that road be hindered by lianas, where rats walk, or by
leaves (so that she can't arrive to the groom's house)
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95. 84

on the road where the rice is carried home nothing else
should be left behind (to hinder those who carry the rice)

in the evening (of their wedding day) they eat the intestines of
the slaughtered pig

the next morning she has changed from being a guest to a member
of the family

when she hears to cock's crowing in the morning

it is not the crowing of the cock that has been raised by her brothers

but she hears the crowing of the cock that the two of them will raise

the girl get up just at the break of dawn (being a diligent new wife)

when dawn has come she has already pounded the rice

a broom made from the long hairs of a stallion's tail (in her parents' hou:
brushing the five rooms of her parents' house

the poor man's brush made from the 4gap plant, the soft parts plucked
off by hand

brushing a poor house with two rooms only (her new home)
three iron tripods

in her rich parents' house she was used to steam the rice in

big steamers

on three stones (to make do for an iron tripod in her new house)
the poor man's pot falls over (can't stay stable on stones)
holding a brass kettle with handle smithed by the Chinese

in the morning she warms up a little bit of water

to give to her father-in-law (for washing himself) to make his heart

friendly towards her

before her mother-in-law did everything

now the mother's duties are all place in her daughter-in-law's hands
three baskets

the girl sways her body while pounding

it is not rice pounded for her own parents to eat

but rice pounded for her husbond and herself
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95. 87 winnowing the rice, looking like the Shan winnowing dance
it is not rice winnowed for her parents to eat
but rice winnowed well for her husbond and herself to eat
when she has pounded the rice she goes up into the house
she scoops up rice from the top of the rice steamer

arranging the table on the women's side, she lifts it over .

to the men's side

from downside to upside of the house the baskets with steamed
rice, the rice white like the young bee larvae crawling around

it is not rice scooped up for her own parents to eat
but rice scooped up for her husbond and herself to eat

in the morning her parents-in-law don't call on her to eat (she knows

herself when it is time)

in the morning her parents-in-law don't instruct her about going
to the field

(new bride:) I see my friends (going to the fields and so I go)

in the morning her parents-in-law don't instruct her about going
to the fields

the thin sow with pointed buttocks below the house grunts (and so
she knows it is time to get started)

in the village houses are built

nails don't penetrate our foot soles

when she walks there her footprints are firm (she won't run back home)
not having to bind a piece of iron onto her buttocks

where she sits there are clear marks

she lives comfortably in the big house with five rooms (with her husbon«
in the house five fathoms long she stays firmly

when going to work in the big field

the bottom of the field doesn't slide away
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pangolins don't dig in the middle of the field
the place where the two of them go to work
the sun goes down, its brightness fades
the yellow sun goes down, passes over the nine mountains
95.90 the girl ties her hip basket at the back of her waist
let's calch crabs upstream
to please my father-in-law-
I'11 pluck flowers downslope where the great barbet sings
to please my husbond
when the wife and husbond work together
clothes will fill the basket made from bamboo stirips
when the wife and husbond gather things together
the chickens will fill the cages
they have one small and one big purse

from the small purse they give money (for their own expenses) when

there is collection

from the big purse they give breast money to her parents (as payment
for having brought up the wife)

they have one small and one big paddy house

from the small paddy house they give when others come collecting
from the big paddy house they eat themselves

they go home for a visit to her parents

with a new carrying cloth, she asks for more children (asks her mother

for good luck)

with a new rice basket, she asks for new rice
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