
 
 

 

WEST POINT 

NEW YORK 

LOCATION 
West Point is located on the Hudson River 53 miles north of New York City in rural Orange 
County.  The installation rests amid steep granite mountains on the west side of the river in 
New York’s scenic Hudson Valley.  North of West Point is Storm King Mountain and just 
beyond that is the town of Newburgh, General George Washington’s Revolutionary War 
Headquarters.  Just south of West Point is the small town of Highland Falls.  To the west of 
the main cantonment area is the West Point Range and Training Area Complex consisting of 
two summer training camps; 49 semi-mountainous, dismounted maneuver areas; 17 specialty 
courses; an indirect fire impact area; and ten static live fire ranges for weapons up to and 
including 105mm Howitzers.  Further to the west are the small towns of Monroe and Central 
Valley.  West Point experiences all four seasons, which include warm, humid summers, and 
cold, snowy winters. The soil is generally rocky with granite bedrock at or near the surface 
throughout the installation.  

SIZE 
Acres:  16,091  
 
Square Footage of Buildings:  9,406,138 SF  
 
Plant Replacement Value:  $2,501,997,000 

HISTORY 

West Point is the oldest continuously occupied military post in America and thus has a 
long and storied history.   

West Point's role in our nation's history dates back to the Revolutionary War, when both 
sides realized the strategic importance of the commanding plateau on the west bank of the 
Hudson River. General George Washington considered West Point to be the most 
important strategic position in America. Washington personally selected Thaddeus 
Kosciuszko, one of the heroes of Saratoga, to design the fortifications for West Point in 
l778, and Washington transferred his headquarters to West Point in l779. Continental 
soldiers built forts, batteries and redoubts and extended a l50-ton iron chain across the 
Hudson to control river traffic. The British, despite Benedict Arnold’s treason, never 
captured fortress West Point.  

Several soldiers and legislators, including Washington, Knox, Hamilton and John Adams, 
desiring to eliminate America's wartime reliance on foreign engineers and artillerists, 
urged the creation of an institution devoted to the arts and sciences of warfare.  
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President Thomas Jefferson signed legislation establishing the United States Military 
Academy in 1802. He took this action after ensuring that those attending the Academy 
would be representative of a democratic society.  

Colonel Sylvanus Thayer, the "father of the Military Academy," served as Superintendent 
from l8l7- l833. He upgraded academic standards, instilled military discipline and 
emphasized honorable conduct. Aware of our young nation's need for engineers, Thayer 
made civil engineering the foundation of the curriculum. For the first half century, 
USMA graduates were largely responsible for the construction of the bulk of the nation's 
initial railway lines, bridges, harbors and roads.  

After gaining experience and national recognition during the Mexican and Indian wars, 
West Point graduates dominated the highest ranks on both sides during the Civil War. 
Academy graduates, headed by generals such as Grant, Lee, Sherman and Jackson, set 
high standards of military leadership for both the North and South.  

The development of other technical schools in the post-Civil War period allowed West 
Point to broaden its curriculum beyond a strict civil engineering focus. Following the 
creation of Army post-graduate command and staff schools, the Military Academy came 
to be viewed as the first step in a continuing Army education.  

In World War I, Academy graduates again distinguished themselves on the battlefield. 
After the war, Superintendent Douglas MacArthur sought to diversify the academic 
curriculum. In recognition of the intense physical demands of modern warfare, 
MacArthur pushed for major changes in the physical fitness and intramural athletic 
programs. "Every cadet an athlete" became an important goal. Additionally, the cadet 
management of the Honor System, long an unofficial tradition, was formalized with the 
creation of the Cadet Honor Committee.  

Eisenhower, MacArthur, Bradley, Arnold, Clark, Patton, Stilwell and Wainwright were 
among an impressive array of Academy graduates who met the challenge of leadership in 
the Second World War. The postwar period again saw sweeping revisions to the West 
Point curriculum resulting from the dramatic developments in science and technology, 
the increasing need to understand other cultures and the rising level of general education 
in the Army.  

In 1964, President Johnson signed legislation increasing the strength of the Corps of 
Cadets from 2,529 to 4,417 (more recently reduced to 4,000). To keep up with the growth 
of the Corps, a major expansion of facilities began shortly thereafter.  

In concert with the increasing role of minorities and women in society and the military 
over the past three decades, greater numbers of minorities and the first women were 
brought to the Military Academy and the Corps of Cadets. Their presence has enhanced 
the quality and maintained the traditional representativeness of the institution.  



 
 

 

In recent decades, the Academy's curricular structure was markedly changed to permit 
cadets to major in any one of more than a dozen fields, including a wide range of subjects 
from the sciences to the humanit ies.  

Today, as it has throughout it’s 204 year history, West Point continues to provide Army 
leaders of character to our nation during war.  The institution continues to ensure that all 
programs and policies support the needs of an Army at war and our nation now as well as 
in the foreseeable future. The Academy, with its long and noble history, remains an 
energetic, vibrant institution that attracts some of the best and brightest young men and 
women. It offers a challenging and comprehensive array of opportunities while retaining 
its enduring commitment to Duty, Honor, Country.  

MISSIONS 
West Point is the home of the United States Military Academy, the Army’s undergraduate 
university and premier source for the education and commissioning of Regular Army 
officers.  The Academy’s mission is to educate, train, and inspire the Corps of Cadets so that 
each graduate is a commissioned leader of character committed to the values of Duty, Honor, 
Country; professional growth throughout a career as an officer in the United States Army; 
and a lifetime of selfless service to the nation.   
 
The Academy accomplishes its mission well.  Our nation’s history is replete with the 
accomplishments of its graduates.  Academically, its engineering program is ranked #4 in the 
nation, its Civil Engineering program ranked third.  Academy graduates are awarded a 
bachelor of science degree and a commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army, 
serving a minimum of five years on active duty. 
 
West Point is a combination of National Historic Site, small town and an Army installation.  
Keller Army Community Hospital serves the West Point community as well as eligible 
regional veterans.  DoDEA elementary and middle schools, ranked #1 out of 55 DDES 
schools, serve West Point families.  West Point is also home to the United States Mint, which 
produces commemorative gold, silver and platinum coins for the US Department of the 
Treasury. 
 
The Academy’s present mission is basically that of an academic institution rather than that of 
force projection.  Therefore the mission does not require significant transportation networks 
or nodes. The only major transportation node on or near West Point is Stewart International 
Airport, near Newburgh, New York approximately twelve miles to the north.  Stewart 
Airport is also an Air National Guard base capable of supporting Boeing 747, C-5 and C-17 
aircraft.  Although CSX Railroad passes through West Point, West Point has no railhead.   
 
The Hudson River itself is a major, deep-water transportation artery into New York State 
from the Atlantic port of New York City to the south.  The Hudson River at West Point is 
capable of supporting major oceangoing vessels without tug assistance.  However, West 
Point’s docks are limited to smaller boats and pleasure craft requiring larger vessels stopped 
at West Point to anchor in the river.  The dock can and has supported US Navy fast frigates. 



 
 

 

MAJOR UNITS/TENANTS 
United States Military Academy 
Keller Army Community Hospital  
West Point Elementary and Middle Schools 
United States Mint 

POPULATION 

 Authorized 
Military 1,657 
Civilian 2,580 
Contractor 543 
Student 4,825 
Other 474 
  
TOTAL 10,079 
 
 
  


