
 
 

 

TOBYHANNA ARMY DEPOT 

PENNSYLVANIA 

LOCATION 
Tobyhanna Army Depot (TYAD) is located in Monroe County in northeastern 
Pennsylvania, approximately 20 miles southeast of Scranton.  State park and game lands 
bound the depot on three sides.  The small village of Tobyhanna (Coolbaugh Township) 
is south of the installation.  The Pocono Mountains vacation region feature mild summers 
and moderate winters, and the area enjoys the varied conditions of all four seasons.  
TYAD is the area’s largest employer and because of its missions, opportunities for 
advancement and competitive benefits, the depot is northeastern Pennsylvania’s employer 
of choice. Tobyhanna’s strategic location places it near four major interstate highways, 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike, the New York to Chicago main rail line and within easy 
traveling distance of Dover and McGuire Air Force Bases, and all major eastern seaports 
 

SIZE 
Acres:  1,296   
 
Square Footage of Buildings:  4,371,812 SF  
 
Plant Replacement Value:   $850,609,200 

HISTORY 
The Army first came to Tobyhanna in 1912, when the 3rd Field Artillery leased land for 
use as a field artillery training camp. The Army then began the purchase of land for a 
military reservation that eventually exceeded 20,000 acres in size.  The camp expanded 
operations during World War I and continued to serve as an artillery training camp until 
the start of World War II.  The site also served as a camp for the homeless and as a 
Civilian Conservation Corps processing center during the Depression era of the 1930s.  
During World War II, the Tobyhanna Military Reservation served as a storage point for 
gliders, and housed a military hospital and a German prisoner-of-war camp.  Following 
the war, the 20,000-acre reservation was transferred to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.  The Army reacquired approximately 1,300 acres and announced plans to 
build the Tobyhanna Signal Depot in 1951.  The depot officially opened on Feb. 1, 1953.   
 

MISSIONS 
Since opening, TYAD has evolved into the Defense Department’s largest center for the 
maintenance and logistics support of Command, Control, Communications, Computers, 
Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (C4ISR) systems and components.  TYAD 
repairs, overhauls, and integrates the full spectrum of C4ISR systems to include satellite 
terminals, radar, radios, air traffic control systems, sensors, navigation devices, and 
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missile guidance and control units; TYAD also performs fabrication and prototyping 
support to its C4ISR customers. The depot has gained significant new missions and 
workload in each of four previous rounds of base closures.  As a result, more than 40 
percent of the depot’s workload is performed for Inter-Service customers, primarily the 
Air Force.  The depot delivers on-site technical support to war fighters through a 
worldwide network of 25 Forward Repair Activities, including nine in Southwest Asia.  
Reflecting its Joint C4ISR mission, the Army has designated TYAD as its Center of 
Industrial and Technical Excellence for Communications and Electronics, Avionics and 
Missile Guidance and Control, and the Air Force has designated the depot as its 
Technology Repair Center for Command, Control, Communications and Intelligence. 
 
TYAD also offers year-round, comprehensive C4ISR training opportunities to active and 
Reserve Component personnel, including accredited Military Occupational Specialties 
(MOS) qualifying courses at its High Tech Regional Training Center. The center is one 
of just two of its kind in the country.     The depot’s work force reflects the greatest 
concentration of electronics maintenance skills in the Defense Department.  A large, 
multi-disciplined engineering team performs a variety of systems integration and 
fabrication projects. Timely investments of more than $233 million in the last 15 years 
have provided the depot with state-of-the-art industrial facilities, highly specialized 
equipment, clean rooms and test ranges to efficiently accomplish its C4ISR missions in 
support of the Armed Forces. 
 

MAJOR UNITS/TENANTS 
Defense Distribution Depot Tobyhanna (Defense Logistics Agency) 
U.S. Army Medical Material Agency Medical Maintenance 
    Operations Division-Pennsylvania 
U.S. Army Materiel Command Logistics Support Activity Packaging, Storage and 
    Containerization Center 
U.S. Army TMDE Center 
U.S. Air Force Air Combat Command Liaison Office 
U.S. Air Force Materiel Command Liaison Office 
Joint Visual Information Services Distribution Activity 

POPULATION 
 Authorized 

Military                                40 
Civilian 3,013 
Contractor 144 
Student 36 
Other 193 
  
TOTAL 3,426 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 


