
 
 

U.S. ARMY SOLDIER SYSTEMS CENTER 

MASSACHUSETTS 

LOCATION 
The U.S. Army Soldier Systems Center (SSC) is the last active Army installation in New 
England, located in Middlesex County, Massachusetts. Surrounding counties include 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Bristol, Essex, Plymouth and Worcester. The installation is located 
approximately 17 miles west of Boston and is comprised of the main campus in Natick, MA 
(78 acres) and satellite family housing areas in Hudson, MA (86 acres), Needham, MA (6 
acres) and Wayland, MA (6 acres). 

SIZE 
Acres:  226.47  
 
Square Footage of Buildings:  919,994 SF  
 
Plant Replacement Value:  $212,744,100 

HISTORY 
SSC finds its origins in Public Law 424 enacted by the 81st Congress in 1949. This law 
authorized the construction of a Quartermaster (QM) Research Laboratory. The facility’s 
location was approached from a nation-wide perspective and Massachusetts was chosen from 
over 270 locations because of the proximity to established educational centers, nearby textile 
industry and well as a breadth of climatic variation. SSC was dedicated in March 1954 with 
the consolidation of QM Research & Development (R&D) elements from Washington, D.C., 
Indiana, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. The airdrop R&D mission came from the Air 
Force and was established in 1961. The movement of the Food Container Institute, Chicago 
to SSC in 1963 completed the original consolidation plan. The Army Research Institute of 
Environmental Medicine (ARIEM) and Navy Clothing and Textile Research Facility 
(NCTRF) were co- located due to similar or related mission at the SSC in 1961 and 1967 
respectively. The US Coast Guard also maintains a liaison office on the installation. The 
Product Manager Soldier Support, now Force Sustainment Systems, was established at SSC 
in 1995. As a result of the BRAC 95 process, Integrated Materiel Management functions as 
well as the logistics support to soldier items were re- located from St. Louis, Missouri to SSC 
in 1996. In July 2004, the PEO Soldier was placed at SSC rounding out the soldier as a 
system management team. With this new addition, the entire acquisition, logistics and 
technology (ALT) management team was co- located further enhancing opportunities for 
partnering to get technology, products and support to soldiers in the field faster than ever 
before. Since 1954 SSC has served the warfighter; developing new rations, protective body 
armor, airdrop, shelters and organizational equipment to sustain and protect soldiers with 
state of the art technology. 
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MISSIONS 
SSC is a joint Department of Defense (DOD) installation responsible for the total life 
cycle management including technology, development and engineering, fielding, and 
sustainment of our military’s food, clothing, shelters, airdrop systems, and soldier support 
items that protect and sustain America’s military forces. DOD partners on the installation 
represent soldier systems management leaders in the acquisition, logistics (including 
materiel management) and technology portions of the life cycle. Working together to 
leverage their expertise and technology, SSC is a warrior- focused facility that meets the 
needs of our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and U.S. Coast Guardsmen. 
Additionally, embedded within the Natick Soldier Center, is the National Protection 
Center that works with America’s First Responder community helping them transition to 
the private sector the latest military technologies developed for the War on Terrorism. 
Massachusetts’ designation as one of the top 5 leading technologies states provides SSC 
with unique access to many world-renowned universities and research hospitals that 
supplement the resident capability to further meet our military’s needs for the Current 
Force, Future Force and joint Forces. Within 75 miles of the SSC, are 136 colleges and 
universities as well as 25 teaching and research hospitals. Also, the region is home the 
largest concentration of biotechnology talent in the U.S. and 25% of National Institutes of 
Health Research Funding. In addition, many technology-based private sector companies 
focused on biotechnology, information technology, nanotechnology, etc. are located 
nearby, providing additional opportunities for the SSC research and development teams 
to network and share technology. By embracing these partnering opportunities both 
within the SSC community and with nearby academic, industry, and governmental 
agencies, the SSC team has consistently delivered state-of-the-art products to our 
warfighters for the past 50 years and is ideally postured to meet their future needs. 

MAJOR UNITS/TENANTS 
Natick Soldier Center   
Soldier and Biological-Chemical Integrated Logistics Support Center 
Army Research Institute of Environmental Medicine 
Navy Clothing and Textile Research Facility 
PM Clothing & Individual Equipment, PEO-Soldier 
PM Force Sustainment Systems, PEO Combat Support/Combat Service Support 
US Coast Guard Liaison 

POPULATION 

 Authorized 
Military 130 
Civilian 1,133 
Contractor 185 
Student 0 
Other 18 
  
TOTAL 1,466 
 


