
 
 

 

FORT MONROE 

VIRGINIA 

LOCATION 
Fort Monroe is located in Virginia near the City of Hampton.  It is broken into two parcels of 
land consisting of Ft Monroe installation (569.84 acres) and Big Bethel Reservoir (499.74 
acres).  Fort Monroe is located near Chesapeake Bay, subject to all four seasons, and 
experiences mild winters.  The installation is less than one hour flying time to the Pentagon.  
It is the prime location for joint interoperability.  Fort Monroe is becoming the “Home of 
Choice” for National Defense Agencies.  Unlike other commands, our unique geographic 
location puts it in the center of a joint military environment.   It provides an exceptional 
location and outstanding support to Defense headquarters activities located on the installation 
which conduct Command and Control, joint operations, and function as military think tanks. 
Big Bethel Reservoir was used as a water supply for Fort Monroe and Langley Air Force 
Base; however, water supply has now been privatized and Big Bethel no longer is being 
utilized as a water source.  The installation is located one mile from the entrance to Interstate 
64 and is situated within eleven miles of Norfolk Airport and thirteen miles of Newport 
News/Williamsburg Airport.  Langley Air Force Base, the Headquarters of the Air Combat 
Command, is eight miles from Fort Monroe. Norfolk Naval Base and Naval Air Station are 
located eleven miles from the installation.  The US Joint Forces Command Headquarters is 
also located on Norfolk Naval Base. 

SIZE 
Acres:  1,069.58  
 
Square Footage of Buildings:  2,472,082 SF  
 
Plant Replacement Value:  $488,075,400 

HISTORY 
As early as 1608, Captain John Smith recognized the importance of building a fort at 
Point Comfort, as the English colonists called this land.  Fort Monroe was built between 
1819 and 1834.  When the United States entered the War of 1812 against Great Britain, 
the young nation soon found that its old systems of defense were inadequate to protect its 
coasts and port cities.  The capture and burning of Washington, D. C. in 1814 was a hard 
lesson, but from that experience grew a new system of coastal defenses, of which the first 
and largest was Fort Monroe.  Fort Monroe’s original mission was to protect the entrance 
to Hampton Roads and the several port cities that had access to its waters.  The fort 
accomplished this mission by mounting an impressive complement of the most powerful 
artillery of the time, 32-pounder guns with a range of over one mile.  In 1824, the fort 
received another important mission when it was chosen as the site for the Army’s new 
Artillery School of Practice.  After the Civil War, Jefferson Davis, former Confederate 
States President, was imprisoned on Fort Monroe from 1865-1867.  By World War II 
Fort Monroe served as headquarters for an impressive array of coat artillery guns ranging 
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from 3- inch rapid fire to 16-inch guns capable of firing a 2,000 pound projectile 25 miles.  
After the operational armament was removed Ft Monroe received a mission that it still 
maintains to this day.  Since World War II the major headquarters that have been 
stationed here have all be responsible for training soldiers for war.  The Headquarters of 
the Continental Army Command was established at Fort Monroe in 1955.  Since 1973 
Fort Monroe has been home of the Training and Doctrine Command, which combines the 
training of soldiers with the development of operational doctrine and the development 
and procurement of new weapons systems.  Joint Task Force Civil Support was 
established on Fort Monroe in 1999 and the US Army Accessions Command was 
established at Fort Monroe in 2002.  Ft Monroe is the third oldest continuously operating 
fort in the United States and has been registered as a National Historical Landmark since 
1960. 

MISSIONS 
Fort Monroe’s mission is to provide quality base operations support to National Defense 
Agencies through facilities, infrastructure, well-being, and force protection.  Fort Monroe’s 
primary tenant is Headquarters, US Army Training and Doctrine Command.  Ft Monroe 
provides technology and support operations that allow our tenants to shape our nation’s and 
our allies’ war-fighting capabilities in every corner of the world.  Ft Monroe is a critical 
element in the development of our nation’s military doctrine and future.   

MAJOR UNITS/TENANTS 
US Army Training and Doctrine Command 
Accessions Command 
Cadet Command 
Installation Management Agency – Northeast Region 
Army Contracting Agency – Northern Region Headquarters 
Network Command Northeast Region 
Army Audit Agency Field Office 
School of the Cadet Command 
Joint Task Force-Civil Support 
Defense Contract Management Agency 
Naval Surface Warfare Center (Naval Training Facility) 

POPULATION 

 Authorized 
Military 1,131 
Civilian 1,405 
Contractor 477 
Student 13 
Other 191 
  
TOTAL 3,217 
 


