
 
 

CARLISLE BARRACKS 

PENNSYLVANIA 

LOCATION 
Carlisle Barracks is located in south-central Pennsylvania, a two hour drive north of the 
Military District Washington.  Located in Cumberland County and North Middleton 
Township, the installation borders the borough of Carlisle.  Carlisle Barracks is 18 miles west 
of Harrisburg, the state capital, and 27 miles north of Gettysburg.  The installation rests in the 
heart of Susquehanna Valley.  Carlisle Barracks is subject to all four seasons and beautifully 
picturesque any time of the year.  

SIZE 
Acres:  458  
 
Square Footage of Buildings:  1,638,108 SF  
 
Plant Replacement Value:  $227,867,200 
 

HISTORY 
For more than 200 years, Carlisle Barracks has witnessed pioneering military education and 
innovative measures to prepare for a changing world.  In 1776 the Continental Congress 
authorized establishment of an ordnance center at Washingtonburg, as the Barracks was 
known during the Revolutionary War.  In 1801, the government paid $664.20 for the 27 acres 
that it had been renting from William Penn’s heirs.  Carlisle Barracks hosted the Army’s 
small but elite mounted force, the forerunner of the Armor School now at Ft. Knox, KY., 
when the School of Cavalry Practice was established in 1838.   
 
In 1879, the War Department passed control of the post to the Department of the Interior for 
the 39-year Indian School experiment.  Jim Thorpe, the school’s greatest athlete, won the 
decathlon and pentathlon at the 1912 Olympics in Stockholm.  Many patriotic Indians served 
in World War I, but the war brought the demise of the Indian School in 1918. 
 
On September 1, 1918, Carlisle Barracks reverted to the War Department.  During a brief 
two-year period, General Hospital No. 31 was established as a pioneering rehabilitation 
center from 1918 to 1920.  In the fall of 1920, the Medical Field Service School was 
established and operated at Carlisle Barracks until 1946.  From 1946 to 1951, no less than six 
Army schools were located briefly at Carlisle Barracks. 
 
The U.S. Army War College, senior educational institution of the U.S. Army, relocated to 
Carlisle Barracks in the spring of 1951 to begin the latest stage of the post’s history.  Two 
specialized institutes evolved into parts of the Army War College: the Strategic Studies 
Institute, first formed in 1954, and the Military History Institute, established in 1967.  The 
Center for Strategic Leadership, a state-of-the-art war gaming and conference complex that 
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opened in 1994, contributed another unique dimension to the college and to Carlisle 
Barracks’ history as a distinctive U.S. Army campus.  

MISSIONS 
The U.S. Army War College has prepared senior military officers and civilians for strategic 
leadership responsibilities. Today, the U.S. Army War College focus’s on educating leaders 
on the development and employment of land power in a joint, multinational and interagency 
environment; conducting research and publishing on national security and military strategy; 
and engaging in activities in support of the Army’s strategic communication efforts.  The 
College enjoys a widely acclaimed reputation within the Department of Defense, other U.S. 
government departments and abroad.  For the past 50 years, Carlisle Barracks has been the 
home of this great institution.  
 
U.S. Army Garrison, Carlisle Barracks, the only active duty Army Installation in 
Pennsylvania, provides quality infrastructure and services to support Carlisle Barracks units’ 
mission readiness and execution while enabling the well-being of the regional military 
community including our reserve component and retiree population. 
 
The Army Heritage Education Center (AHEC), as a component of the National Museum 
of the United States Army, tells the story of the American Soldier through its object and 
manuscript collections.  The AHEC campus will consist of a Visitor’s Center, Ridgeway 
Hall, home of Military History Institute, the Army Historical Conservation Center, and 
the Army Heritage Museum.  In addition to its’ mission as the Army’s preeminent 
research center, AHEC will provide access to materials relevant to the Army’s History in 
order to educate the public on the Army’s contributions to the Nation in Peace and War.  

MAJOR UNITS/TENANTS 
United States Army War College 
United States Army Garrison 
United States Army Heritage Education Center and the Military History Institute 
Dunham United States Army Health Clinic & Alleghany Veterinary Command  
Army Physical Fitness Research Institute 

POPULATION 

 Authorized 
Military 330 
Civilian 402 
Contractor 207 
Student 508 
Other 289 
  
TOTAL 1,736 
 


