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August 15,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: Fort Monmouth 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This letter is in support of Fort Monmouth and the longstanding partnership between it 
and the County College of Monmouth - Brookdale Community College. 

The development and utilization of advanced technology in support of military initiatives 
is the particular strength of Fort Monmouth. The Fort is supported by a highly educated 
workforce that has been able to build on its knowledge continuously in response to rapid 
developments in the technology affecting military projects. The availability of education, 
collaboration, and related research available to the Fort's current and future workforce is 
an important aspect of the Fort's location in Monmouth County. 

Training and education in specific topics at all levels of technology is available both on 
site and through distance learning modalities at Brookdale Community College. 
Brookdale is the host of the Communiversity, a partnership with seven higher education 
institutions that brings baccalaureate and masters degrees from colleges and 
universities throughout the state to Monmouth County. The College has well 
established relationships with Rutgers University and New Jersey l nstitute of 
Technology faculty in computerlengineering technology and also has hosted courses for 
Stevens Institute of Technology. These relationships can and will support the ongoing 
education needs of current Fort employees and provide opportunities for collaborative 
research. At the same time the education of students at the associate, baccalaureate 
and master's levels assures the continued presence of a strong local workforce. 

Brookdale is able to facilitate instruction through its four Interactive Television (ITV) 
facilities and provision and support of online courses. The I N  facilities also provide 
videoconferencing capabilities for those individuals at multiple sites working on a joint 
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project. In addition the College hosts a robust network that supports secure 
transmission of data over the Internet. The infrastructure for learning and collaborating 
at a distance is in place and available to the Fort through Brookdale. 

For over 25 years Brookdale has been the home of the Monmouth-Ocean Small 
Business Development Center (SBDC), which has repeatedly been a top performer 
among the network of SBDC's statewide. Technology-related businesses, and their 
investment in research and development, support the work of the Fort. The SBDC has 
been able to assist businesses in developing plans which provide a sound basis for the 
development of their unique products. The Center also provides ongoing counseling 
and support for businesses' growth and sustainability. 

Brookdale has been successful, both on its own and as a partner, in accessing sources 
of funding for new programs and/or to attract new students through federal and state 
grants. As a major employer in the County, the Fort has been consulted on several of 
these grant opportunities. Funding with a focus on advanced technology and the 
competencies needed to succeed in that field will continue to be a target for the College. 

Brookdale's experience in managing the partnerships it has with higher education 
institutions in New Jersey, its experience with the Small Business Development Center, 
its ability to access grant opportunities and its commitment to local economic 
development makes it a key resource for Fort Monmouth and a significant part of the 
infrastructure that supports the activities and operations of this military base. 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or need additional information at 732- 
224-2204. 

Peter F. Burnham, Ph.D. 
President 

Cc: Dr. Margaret McMenamin 
Dr. Webster Trammel1 
Linda Milstein 
Louise Horgan 
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