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Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from the list of military 
facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient care. This 
exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, but also contributes 
significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and experts in 
laboratory medicine. The AFIP7s collection of specimens has helped medical professionals understand, develop 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse group of 
medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, 
ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health professionals alone were educated and 
trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian medicine, 
especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 
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Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC 
to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

DCN: 7488



DCN: 7488



RIDDLE 
MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL N. Susan Yaron, M.D., FCAP 
DIVISION OF PATHOLOGY Chairman and Director 

Tsailing Wang, M.D., FCAP 
Assistant Director 

BmC Commission 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 

Chairman 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from the list of military 
facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient care. This 
exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, but also contributes 
significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and experts in I 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse group of 
medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, 
ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health professionals alone were educated and 
trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian medicine, 
especially at thls time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 
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Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC 
to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman, Department of Pathology 

Riddle Memorial Hospital 

Media, PA 19063 
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LAWRENCE 
& MEMORIAL 
H O S P I T A L  

DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY 
Telephone (860) 444-5 100 

FAX (860) 444-3708 

BRAC Commission 

August 12,2005 
AUG 1 16 2005 

Received 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

k ' I  1 I I am writing regarding the placement of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology I 
q on the current base closure list for the Department of Defense. 

In the many years I have been practicing pathology, the AFIP has been an 
invaluable resource for diagnostic assistance in unusual pathology cases. They also 
provide valuable diagnostic services which are not available locally on muscle pathology 
specimens. The radiologic-pathologic correlation course is a unique educational service 
which is not, to my knowledge, available in any form elsewhere. Although consultative 
services are now available from university-related pathologists, the AFIP remains 
superior in some organ systems, such as Ear, Nose and Throat Pathology. 

If economic considerations are the driving force behind this potential action, I 
would hope that consideration could be given to securing a different form of financial 
support rather than eliminating this unique form of support for the health of patients. 

Thank you for any consideration you may be able to give to the foregoing. 

DCN: 7488



DCN: 7488



Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center 

Department of Pathology Karoly Balogh, M.D. 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

One Deaconess Road Boston, MA 0221 j USA 
617 632-9004 - FAX 617 632-0300 

Internet: kbalogh@west.bidmc.harvard.edu 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 

Harvard Medical School 

August 1 1, 2005 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) from 
the list of military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease 
research and patient care. This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our 
nation's military community, but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the 
broader medical field's understanding of human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to 
' 

researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped 
medical professionals understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, 
often-fatal diseases. Access to both archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must 
be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a 
diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, 
emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 
medical and other health professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a variety 

is preserved. 

Thank you for your 

Sincerely, 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, is a major teaching hospital of Harvard Medical School. 
A founding member of CARE GROUP,^ an organized system of quality healthcare serving the individual, family, and community. 
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d 
William Beaumont Hospital 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
252 1 south Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

AUG 1 6 2005 
Received 

August 10,2005 

Dear Chairman Principi, I 

- I_ -- - --* - - _ * I - -  --- A*,-- - - 
I t 

! b + $ c t , f  .:c%f$+* $kf$ * ' ' 5  ' '. ] I ] ' d l  - , & j * K [ d $ , : $ t ?  1 1 $ 1  I.@ wntmgito,uxige ttle BWai t p / ~ ~ ~ o v e  ~hc5Arme&'~or$es hstitute bfi~athd@& ($i@);f$omviHe 1 i list/'l1!/j i;; : ' I  " i 
bf ddiit& fac$t:es $ated for closure. The AFIP is &I irreplaceable resource for disease redearch and ' '  4 

patient care. ~liiSexde~tiona1 inltitution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military 
community, but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's 
understanding of human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 
experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 
understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to 
both archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse 
group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious 
disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health 
professionals alone were educated and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues 
including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures 
the competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and 

I+ 1 $F {tl+iitL 6s -8 e "1; 1 '  s v  I>,.! I:II ' r 11 :lose wii; nation wghd lose a valuable resource ih!dPlgys a ke). roleblthe I ~~til,~ ;1ijfi~1'.!'; ., I ' i  
ne and. conthb~tes'knowled~e to improve the health of our nation's citizens.' 

1rn1 ' 1 1  1 , :  I 8 . b  11 . : Q  First, I resp~fu)lyirequest,/thatlth~ B ~ C  eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, 
i@~!!./~ f i t  

I urge t h g i ~ b k  tqijensurgthat the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. p" 1 1 f t s L 

Thank ydu for your kiid idonsideration. 
b 1 i Sincerely, , - I  . * 

8 , * .  .r  - t t .  - t j ;  ,- i 4 ' \  

1 , .  J .  

- . *.-  Frederick L. Kiechle; MD; PhD , *  

Chairman, Clinical Pathology 

3601 West Thirteen Mile Road Royal Oak, Michigan 48073-6769 
248-551-8030 
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PathAdvantage 

August 12,2005 

BRAC Commission 

AU6 1 6 2005 
Received 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Va 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 
I ..-- - "G -. - 0 - -a*.&.- - - - -< a .. -. - 

Chi-LplS- c"?- 2 --- 
I & $iting to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces ~nstih$e~offPaiholo~~ , - - =-..--- 

I 

(AFIP) [frbm the list of military facilitiei slated for closure. The AFlP is an irreplaceable 
;esou&e for disease research and patient care. This exceptional institution not only 
provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, but also contributes 
significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical 
education' to agdixerse group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, 
forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and 
urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health professionals alone were educated 
and trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, 
seminar's and internet courses. 

The AFIP's8leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base 
and ensures the competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major 
loss to both militwand civilian medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative 
services were discontinued. 

.- .,-=A + Should!& &@? beforced am to -..- close, our - - nation would - lose a . valuable resource - that T_.L.liidl. plays C L  .- ---_ ._- 
4 I,?,>~ a ju! key l A ' b r 4 !  role - )lbI ,$ hlfblll in the V, , '. advancement 1 . .liil of r , p i # , , .  medicine , 1, anff contributes knowledge, te !yproyf !he. , . '1 ,.$ , 

health offpir natiqd's citizens. First, I i-espkctfully requeh,.that t h f l ~ w q  ylimmate its!, 
recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC to ensure that ilk 
integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

PATHADVANTAGE GYNECOLOGIC PATHOLOGY 5327 NORTH CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY SUITE 300 DALLAS, TEXAS 75205 V 214 219 5880 f 214 219 5881 WWW PATHADVANTAGE COM 
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YOlRK LABORATORY ASSOCIATES 
1001 South George St. York, PA 17405-7198 

August 1 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi BRAc comm jssion 
J.  David Owens, M.D., F.C.A.P. Chairman 

Pathologist - President Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) A& 1 2m 
David B. Jones, M.D., F.C.A.P. 2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Pathologist - Secretary Arlington, VA 22202 &ceivecl 
Danilo U .  Escaro, M.D., F.C.A.P. Dear Chairman Principi, 

Pathologist - Treasurer 

Alan E .  Caroe, M.D., F.C. A. P .  I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of 
-..a- - Pat$ology tAFIP),fr~rn the list of military f a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e s s ~ $ f $ ~ - f ~ ~ ~ c ~ o $ ~ ; e ~ ~ ~ f , ~  

AFI&~ an irreplac&able resource for disehse resear=hpd\~apent cyF;l i 
This exceptional institution not only provides outstanding se*iice to odr!/l 
nation's military community, but also contributes significant knowledge" ' I 

~ b b y  W .  Davis, M.D., F.C.A.P. and education to the broader medical field's understanding of human 
Pathologist disease. 

J. Ander Pindzola, M.D., F.C.A.P. 
Pathologist The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must 

remain accessible to researchers and experts in laboratory medicine. 
John A. Wright, M.D., F.C.A.P. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals 

Pathologist understand, develop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, 

Martin L. Beaverson, I I ,  M.T., S.H. 
Administrative Director 

Stephen M. Manzella, Ph.D. 
Clinical Chemist 

Arthur E .  Crist,.Jr., Ph.D. 
Clinical Microbiologist 

Cara L. Strock, M S .  
Pathologists' Assistant 

Mandi L. Howell, M.S. 
Patholoaists' Assistant 

often-fatal diseases. Access to both archived material as well as newly 
acquired specimens must be preserved. 

I -  

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing 
medical education to a diverse group of medical professionals that 
specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious 
disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 
medical and other health professionals alone were educated and trained 
in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live 
courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances 
the knowledge base and ensures the competence of thouknds of 

I 1 should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a valuable 
' 

I I i '  resource that plays a key role in the advancement of medicine and 
I contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. 

qirst, I respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation 
t? dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the BRAC to ensure that the 
integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

2 ,  > 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

I Sincerely, - -1 i 

I 
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Shenandoah Valley Pathology Laboratories, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3340 Winchester, Virginia 92604-2540 540-536-8785 Stuart A. Monroe, M.D. 
Robert C. Dillingham, M.D. 

BRAC Commission 

August 15,2005 AUG 1 6 2005 
Received 

4 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 I 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of ~ a t h o l b ~ ~  1 ,  
I /  

(AFIP) from the list of military facilities slated for closure. The AFlP is an : 1 1  

irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient care. This exceptional 
institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military 
community, but also contributes significant knowledge and education to the I 

broader medical field's understanding of human disease. . . I . "  - - -  I 

" - . - . b I 

. ,. . < - ,  

The AFlP tissue recository is'a valuable'national trehske that must kerhain . 
accessible to researchers and'experts in laboratory medicine.   he AFIP'S 
collection of specimens has helped medical professionals understand, develop 
vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access 
to both archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be 
preserved. 

Each year the AFlP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical 1 

education to a diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in 
pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, 

u'*I"I'" si :--- ,-A 

fi~w':, ,/I, [I,, y *aphthalrndbg$ -, ,IM~ 2 -%"Pv bob J ib@ ab8 V- QiTEilo~y--#ndactlI ;L X W ~ ~ ~  ik : a; n d ~ ~  pver 7,40OTr~;@ic?ai,&$. oJQ$ hfalth t 1 ,  l k l ,  I d ~ l ~ 2 1 ~ - ~  $ ?lL, f 
J , ~ ~ ' ~ [ ~ ~ ~ e s s l o n a l s ~ a l o n e  1 I I ,  , { I  ! I I , I were~!e.ducated I I .  

and trained in 2(i0&thrd"gh.a vage$bf AFIRC bL 4 ?: "!- ?5ri 1 0  
I( I: 

"I1 i! sponsoredvenues lncludmg live courses, seminars bnd internet cohses. 

The AFIP's leadership in the area of education and training advances the 
knowledge base and ensures the competence of thousands of medical 
professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian medicine, 
especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. -, . .. 

1 

. 1 

Should the AFIP be forced to close, our nation would lose a,"aluhble~esdurce 
that plays a key role in the advancement of medicine and con'tri~tes'knowledge 
to improve the health of our-nation's citizens. First, I respectfully request that the 

Shenandoah County Memorial Hospital Warren Memorial Hospital Winchester Medical Center 
Morgan County War Memorial Hospital Page Memorial Hospital 
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BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the 
BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository be preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~ o b e f t  C. Dillingham, M.D. 
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1 Shenandoah Valley Pathology Laboratories, lnc. 

P.O. Box 3340 Winchester, Virginia 92604-2540 540-536-8785 Stuart A. Monroe, M.D. 
Robert C. Dillingharn, M.D. 

BRAC Commission 

A U ~ U S ~  15,2005 AUG 1 0  2005 
Received 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600 

-- c ... .A .--- * *., Arlington, VA 22202 .. - -- . --. . 
? ,?. .. . , -77 - -r- ---- 

j-. Q ! ~ P  # a n ~  T.+l jpc,i : ;.i .'!,K,;[;7'&-'i;, ~p~4 iy>y$~- '7@;7  . ;3~+j$lyy+~"$ -.j!yf7 ,Ti F -' ' -' ' . - ""Cz2' ' -&  A * _ 
I j , I 1 1 :  1 1 I i t  , 

i , i :ii i ! . ' i '  p q p  iq ;-$1I ': 1 ,  . ! , I !  . i q.1 ' I  ! , / ., e y C t j a y q a ~  1 ., . ,. . Piiqapi; !!I:' III I , '  I 
~ t . i ~ , j ~ .  , I  l;,/!~ji~,~, J. , ,  I : ,, 1 . 1  9 %  Ly ., ! : i! ., : , :. I T  3 1; . I , 

. " , . 8 . 1, ' , : If? ;, I i! I ? 
I , t i c  , , j !  I 

1 i, ,, . .,.l,i'ii ' id  11 I I i 
8 ' 

I am writing to urge the BRAF to remove the Armed ~drces  Institute of Pathology 
(AFIP) from the list of military facilities slated for closdtb. The AFlP is an 
irreplaceable resource for disease research and care. p his exceptional 
institution not only provides outstanding service to our ,nation's military 
community, but aiso contributes significant knowledgel bnd education-to the 
broader medical field's understanding of human disease. - - - . I -  

. .  , -. 4 I !I P * - 
4 1 IU - .  -. 

T ~ ~ ' A F I P  tissue'repository is a valuable nationaltrea&re that mlist remain 
accessible to-researchers and experts in laboraton dddicine. The AFIP's 
collection of specimens has helped medical professio%ls understand, develop 
vaccines and treatments for,land sometimes cu're, oft&-fata~ diseases. Access 
to both archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be 
preserved. /j 

/I 
1 lil Each year the AFlP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical 

education to a diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in 

t i , ,  I I n l n r  [,I, < 

sponsof~d venues including live courses, seminars and internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in thearea-of education and training advances the 
knowledge base and ensures the competence of thousands of medical 
professionals. It would be a 'hajor loss to both militadand civilian medicine, 
especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. - 

> I $ 1  . , . I  . . -. 

~ h o u i d  the AFlP 6e'fdic;d td clos8,'oui nation&uld ~dbe a valuable re~ab'rce 
that plays a key role in the advancement of medicine, and contributes knowledge 
to improve the health of our bationss citizens. First, I r d ~ ~ e c t f u ~ ~ ~  request that the 

/ -  

I 

I 
I 
I 

Shenandoah County Memor~al Hosytal Warren Memor~al Hosp~tal Wmchester Medical Center 
Morgan County War Memor~al Hospital Page Memorial Hospital 

i 

DCN: 7488



DCN: 7488



BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the AFIP. Second, I urge the 
BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository be preserved. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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College of Medicine 
Department of Pathology (MC 847) 
1819 W. Polk St., Rm. 446 
Chicago, IL 60612-7335 
Phone: (312) 996-7312 
Fax: (312) 996-7586 
E-mail: rcabayl@uic.edu 

August 12,2005 

AT C H I C A G O  
BRAC Commission 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
25?.! South.Clark Street, Suite 600 - . - 

' Ad&&$ YA 2220; ' I 4 ~ ! . + ; I ~ I I  I 
i a  E 

AUG 1 6 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the BRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) fiom the list of military 
facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient care. This 
exceptional institution not only provides outstanding service to our nation's military community, but also contributes 
significant knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and experts in 
laboratory medicine. The AFIP's collection of specimens has helped medical professionals understand, develop 
vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatal diseases. Access to both archived material as well as 
newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFIP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse group of 
medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, emerging infectious disease, renal disease, 
ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health professionals alone were educated and 
trained in 2004 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP7s leadership in the area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian medicine, 
especially at this time, if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Robert J. Cabay, MD, DDS 
Resident Physician 
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August 1 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony 3. hincipi 
Chaitman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) 
2521 South Clark Streek, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I am writing to urge the SRAC to remove the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (MI!') from the list of 
military facilities slated for closure. The AFIP is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient 

. ----- m. This exceptignal institution not ody provides outaandiig service to our nation's military community; 
but also contributes si@ifi&nt knowledge and education to the broader medical field's understanding of 
human disease. 

The AFIP tissue repository is a valuable national treasure that must remain accessible to researchers and 
experts in laboratory medicine. The AFIP's colledion of specimens has h e w  merfic'al professionals 
understand, deveiop vaccines and treatments for, and sometimes cure, often-fatai diseases. Access to both 
archived material as well as newly acquired specimens must be preserved. 

Each year the AFDP issues hundreds of thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a diverse 
group of medicid professionah that specialize in pathology, fbretlsics, radioiugy, emerging infectious 
disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, and urology. In fact, over 7,400 medical and other health 
professionals alone were educated and trained in 2084 through a variety of AFIP-sponsored venues 
including live courses, seminars and Internet courses. 

The AFIP's leadership in tbe area of education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the 
competence of thousands of medical professionals. It would be a major loss to both military and civilian 
medicine, especially at this time, if AFIP's c0asuZtative services were discontinued. 

Should the AFIP be fmced to close, our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a key role in the 
advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the health of our nation's citizens. First, I 
respectfully request, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the A m .  Second, I urge 
the BRAC to ensure that the integrity of the tissue repository is preserved. 

Albert D.  aso on, M D ~  
Pathologist 
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