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and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Atlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I want to thank you and your Commission for advancing a very thoughtful and 
comprehensive review of the Department of Defense 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
recommendations. You have a tough task before you, and I commend the Commission for its 
continued efforts. 

As 1 have outlined in previous correspondence, I support the BRAC process and believe 
the Department's recommendations are a strong and complete endorsement of the current and 
future military value of Florida's fdcilities and installations. Our shared goal is that this process 
M h e r  protects and enhances the n~ilitary value of our national defense ihs t ructure  and 
strengthens our overalI security. 

That is why I am encouraged by the meaningfd consideration the Commission is giving 
to the potential establishment of a new Master Jet Base for the Navy on the East Coast. Like 
you, I strongly believe that a thorough examination of training realities, encroachment concerns, 
and operational limitations is critical to the BRAC process. We need to get this right. 

Accordingly, I urge the Commission to fulIy evaluate the state and community proposals 
related to reopening Naval Air Station Cecil Field. Last month's vote by the Commission to 
consider closing NAS Oceana was based on the Navy's well-documented testimony that the base 
and its outlying field suffer from serious encroachment. Undoubtedly, this encroachment could 
have serious and troubling impacts on training, operational readiness, and safety. 

Yesterday, I had the opportunity to personally visit and tour the Cecil installation. Since 
the Navy left the field in 1999, the Federal government, the state of Florida, and the city of 
Jacksonville have worked closely to improve the idastructure at Cecil Field and to protect the 
Whitehouse OLF fiom encroachment. It is also my understanding that the state and city will 
commit to stem future encroachment so as to ensure future training capabilities. 

The military value of Cecil Field is clear. The instalIationYs close proximity to 
Jacksonville's substantial military infrastructure is significant. In addition to potential 
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operational synergy with the area's bases, Cecil Field is located near existing support facilities at 
NAS Jacksonville and Naval Station Mayport, including a fully operational Naval hospital, a 
modem Commissary and Exchange, and many other support amenities present in a Fleet 
concentration area. The location, opportunity, and potential are simply unmatched. Further, I 
believe reopening Cecil Field is consistent with the goals, spirit, and objectives of BRAC. 

As the Commission continues its hard work on its final recommendations, I urge your full 
consideration of these matters. If' the decision is made to realign, close, or establish a new 
Master Jet Base, the State of Florida stands ready and willing to play a meaningful role. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

United States Senator 
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