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El Paso delegates present qguments 
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T estifying before Base Re- 
alignment and Closure 
comrriissioners in San An- 

tonio on Monday, El Paso offi- 
cials presented compelling argu- 
ments that the Air Defense Ar- 
tillery Center and School should 
be kept at Fort Bliss. 

Initial Pentagon recommenda- 
tions have the ADA School mov- 
ing from Fort Bliss to Fort Sill, in 
Oklahoma. The preliminary 
BRAC list was made public in 
May, and now communities 
throughouf the country are re- 
sponding to those recommenda- 
tions in a series of regional hear- 
ings. 

Politics aside, Fort Bliss is tai- 
lor-made for the air-defense mis- 
sion, and space is one of the ma- 
jor advantages the post can offer. 
Fort Bliss itself is a huge 1.1 mil- 
lion acres, buc when you com- 
bine that space with adjacent 
White Sands Missile Range, 
available space burgeons to more 
than 4 million acres. 

Common sense dictates that 
when there's sir-defense training 
and research taking place, partic- 
ularly vvith missiles, it's essential 
to have a 101: of space for live-fire 
exercises. Fort Bliss rovides 
that space. Fort Sill cf' oes not. 

Sure, soldiers can learn about 
e class-- 

other than air defen';. 
Of course, El Paso is grateful 

that the Pentagon recommends 
that Fort Bliss should grow by 
11,500 soldiers. And that grati- 
tude was expressed by the El Pa- 
so delegation, with U.S. Rep. Sil- 
vestre Reyes saying, "Our top 
priority is to welcome these 
troops." 

E1,Paso delegates also wanted 
to set the record straight on what 
delegation member Bob Cook, 
interim director of the Regional 
Economic Development Corp., 
termed "erroneous and some- 
times incomplete data." For ex- 
ample, Cook noted that while the 
Pentagon list said that Fort Bliss 
had a vertical limit on its air 
space, it actually extends from 
"mud to space." It's good and 
helpful to get points such as that 
cleared up. 

The catch in the BRAC 
process, of course, could be poli- 
tics. 

Reyes said, "In spite of the 
strong case under the BRAC cri- 
teria that shows that Fort Bliss is 
the Number one-rated facility in 
the country ... there's always the 
concern that this is a political 
process. The Department of De- 
fense recommendation flies in 
the face of all the facts." 
- This 
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