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Base Closure - as - a Possibility for Sustainable Industry 

and into plowshares beat their mu&&; nations shall make w&%f&%&e 

I attend religious services at Virginia Beach Friends {Quaker) Meeting. We have 
a poster outside our Meeting House that says, "War Is Not The Answer." People 
sometimes stop and ask, "Wc:lk, if war is not the answer, what is the answer?" The query 
opens the door for reflective lamversation on what it takes to translate the dream of non- 
violence and peace into practical everyday ways of being. In these troubled times, it is 
easier to rally around the passions of war, and their concomitant cries for patriotism, and 
for the demonizing of the enemy, than it is to know how to "wage peace." We have a 
right to expect our government to do everything in its power to provide us with security 
in our homeland. Do we have ,agreement that the 208 Tomcats, Hornets, and Super 
Hornets are a step in that direction? And at $55 million per aircraft, is it a good 
investment? What practices clo allow the best pathway for a peaceable kingdom here on 
earth? It is very difficult to mive at consensus on what is a progressive alternative to war 
and violence both at home and abroad. Yet it is so important, I believe, to attempt the 
conversation. And I appreciatc: the Quaker presence in creating the opportunity for doing 
SO. 

With the recent attention to the possible closing of Oceana Naval Air Station, we 
of the Seven Cities now haw: im opportunity to do some planning together for that 
closing, whether it actually comes about this year or in 5 or 10 years. We may not have 
the ultimate answers to the ongoing questions of war and peace, but the current "crisis7' 
does provide us a vehicle, in the words of the 70's, "to think globally, and to act locally." 
I would like to see us come together as citizens to create a commission and a community 
dialogue to study what is really needed and wanted in our region that the seventh 
generation will thank us for. According to former assistant secretary of defense, 
Lawrence Korb, "The irony is that the base closure process not only saves taxpayer 
money, but affected communities are usually better off in the long run. For example, 
Lowry Air Force base in Derwer, which was closed in 1994, has generated $4 billion in 
economic activity, including new homes and commercial properties. The 1,400-acre 
Naval shipyard in Charleston, S.C., which was closed in 1993, has turned into a beehive 
of commercial and residential activity." 

Oceana consists of almost 6,000 acres of valuable land, a far cry fiom its 329 
acres of swampland in 1940. If we lived as though we were at peace, how would we like 
to see that land put to use? My personal preference would be a nature conservancy. Then 
the noise in the sky, that of migrating birds, would, in truth, be "The Sound of Freedom." 
To be more practical, we need to provide an alternative that creates jobs and dollars and 
quality of life for the region. If the more than 1 1,000 Oceana employees were not 
engaged in the well-being of'war machinery, what might workers be doing that best 
served the needs right here and now? A number of ideas have already begun to be 
floated, such as the land being a natural site for a regional airport, with its large runways, 
hangars, and control tower. 

Another natural transition would be to create a model community within a city - 
"Oceana Village, An All American City." According to the report of Jon W. Glass and 
Jack Dorsey of The Virgnian Pilot, "If the base went away, the Navy would leave behind 
a small city.. . . with apartments, chapels, chow halls, playgrounds, restaurants.. . . two 18 
hole golf courses, a 24 lane bowling alley, a movie theater and horse stables." Very little 
would have to be razed. The massive hangars could be converted to industrial shops to 



create a new needed and wanted industry, such as affordable housing -- not Levittown 
style ticky tack, but hi-tech, state of the art model homes. And the noisy part of could be 
handled in the "hush house," the sound absorbing hangar for jet engine tests. Could we 
develop the technology, the h o w  how, and the product to meet that need, and maybe 
become a beacon of light and national leader in the field? 

If Oceana were a hub as a model city or regional airport, how would we get there? 
Imagine how accessible it would be if one of the new sustainable industries were that of a 
regional mass transportation system, "ORT," (Oceana Regional Transport). An ORT 
truly could connect a Hampton Roads of 7 inter-dependent cities. And in so doing help 
solve the bottomless pit of highway transportation gridlock, as well as the growing toxic 
effects of hydrocarbons. People may say, "Well, that's a political issue. We'll never get 
the 7 cities to come together on something like that." Maybe, maybe not. If we can find 
the moral imperative to come together to go to war against an undefined faraway enemy, 
maybe we can learn to join hands with our immediate neighbors to create needed and 
wanted peacetime industries and services in our back yard. 

One of the challenges;, globally, for the next generation is that of potable water. 
We are drying up our aquifers., and polluting our rivers and lakes. Just a stones throw 
from Oceana we have "water, water, everywhere; but not a drop to drink." What would 
be more natural than for us to become the world research center for desalination 
development. We would attract people with technical skills, environmentalists, 
researchers, poets, maybe even an entrepreneurial giant, or a charitable donor such as the 
Gates Foundation to help find it. 

To a family in Fallujah, it would be hard to  convince them that the din of an FIA- 
18 overhead is "The Sound of Freedom." Are they so different from us, that we would be 
willing to sacrifice them to make them free? Gandhi once asked, " What does it matter to 
the dead, the orphans, and the homeless whether the mad destruction is wrought under the 
name of totalitarianism or the holy name of liberty or democracy?'We don't have to 
look at bombed-out cities in [raq to see that so many of our own "inner cities" have 
limited job opportunities, substandard housing, less than the best schools, despair and 
violence. People need good homes and schools, and jobs, either close to where they live 
or access to reliable, inexpensive, mass transportation to get to them. So many of our 
service industries personnel, iricluding our teachers, police officers, firemen, nurses, 
hospital attendants, etc. can not af3ord to live in the very communities they serve. 

Can we put together a lcommission and a process within the seven cities, one that 
indudes the Navy, elected oficials, business leaders, our excellent universities, and all 
the major stake-holders? Who knows what we will come up with? At the least it can 
create a new consciousness among us all. We might need some outside help. There's lots 
of that available, nationally. Organizations like the American Friends Service 
Committee(www.afsc.org) or Future Search Network (www.futuresearch.net) have 
worked with thousands of groups all over the world to find common ground and to 
achieve breakthrough innovation. 

The philosopher, Msutin Buber, used to say, "Community is life lived toward each 
other." Let's give it a try. 

Robert E. (Bob) Young, 665 Fort Raleigh Drive, Virginia Beach, VA, 23451- 
4872,757 4284758, lvoungbsb@cox.net August 2,2005 


