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SIERRA VISTA- One wonders, if 
Shakespeare was ahve today and he 
was writlng about local develop- 
ment issues if his great soliloquy in 
Hamlet wouldstart "To grow, or not 
to grow: that is thequestion." 

Some environmentahst would say 
not to grow By growing, they say the 
San Pedro River muldno longer be. 

Others believe growth is not only 
inevitable, but desirable, and 
growth and belng are not mutually 
exclusive. 

For people such as Dr. Robin Sil- 
ver, chairman of the Biological Di- 
versity Center's board and a long- 

time critic of growth in the ~ie;G 
Vista Subwatershed, development 
should be stopped immediately. 

Sierra Vista Community Develop- 
ment Director Jim Herrewig said 
that if all the undeveloped proper- 
ties were to suddenly be built 20,175 
houses could go up based on the 
city's current ordinances. The num- 
ber includes homes being built on 
state trust lands within the Sierra 
Vista city limits, hut only if a devel- 
oper was successful in obtainingthe 
property 

Since Jan. 1,1999, through the end 
of June, 3,104 building permits for 
single-family and manufactured 
homes have been issued, Herrewig 
said. 

During the past few yea;, the av- 
erage housing permits issued have 
been about 450 a year 

Rased on the figures he provided, 
in 2004,718 permits were issued. In 
2003,628 given out. In 2002, there 
were4V3 provided. In 2001, the city's 
total was 311. In 2000,315 were is- 
sued, and 309 were issued in 1999. 

For the first six months of this 
year, 420 housing permits have been 
issued. 

Sierra Vista is working with Cas- 
tle and Cvoke on a development pro- 
posal that could eventually put up 
about 8,500 housing roofs. 

Mark Apel, senior planner with 
the Cochise County Planning and 
Zoning Department, said 1,989 resi- 

this year. 
For the 6kyear period, 29 

comes to water use that could have a servation are going to have to con- 
desmenM-ct on the $an ye- vince others so "the political bodks 
dm River. know they have support," Strain 
S c i i f y  anJJkaounty depart- said. 

mefiEi%hedin&anningand zon- 
inga=WYrking together to find HERALDIRIWEW senior reporler BilIHms 
m 0 i w t ~ e  water conserva- c o , ~  be reachod ar 515-4615 or l y  e-mail 


