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What are the goals of QA?

1. improve the quality of the captures

2. provide a reasonable expectation 

of the usability of the archive
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Archivability: degree to which the intrinsic properties of a website make 

it easier or more difficult to archive

Relevance: pertinence of the contents of an archived website to the 

original website

Correspondence: degree of similarity, or resemblance, between the 

original website and the archived website

Brenda Reyes Ayala
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00799-021-00314-x

Grounded Theory for QA in Three Dimensions
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Archivability 

Archivability: degree to which the intrinsic properties of a 

website make it easier or more difficult to archive

Brenda Reyes Ayala
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00799-021-00314-x
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Relevance

Relevance: pertinence of the contents of an archived website to the 

original website

(a)Topic relevance: degree to which an archived website (or a web 

archive) includes only content that is closely related to that of the 

original website or the topic of the larger web archive

(b)Size relevance: the similarity in size of the archived website to 

the original website

Brenda Reyes Ayala
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00799-021-00314-x
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Size Relevance, cont. 

Depth, bytes, and seed

http 

response 

code, status, 

seed, and 

redirect
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Targets:

1. Seeds with low capture 

bytes 

2. Seeds with low capture 

depth 

3. Newer or older records in 

Digiboard

Easier to: Sort by collection 

and find all response codes 

for a given domain.
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Correspondence

Correspondence: degree of similarity, or resemblance, between the 

original website and the archived website

(a)  Visual correspondence: similarity in appearance between the 

original website and the archived website

(b)  Interactional correspondence: the degree to which a user’s 

interaction with the archived website is similar to that of the 

original

(c)  Completeness: the degree to which the archived website 

contains all of the components of the original

Brenda Reyes Ayala
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00799-021-00314-x
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Correspondence measurement rubric
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Common QA issues
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Need to record capture assessment form:

https://digiboard.loc.gov/record/view/72655

https://www.loc.gov/preservation/

Library of Congress Websites Web Archive
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Grace Thomas – grth@loc.gov

Meghan Lyon – mlyon@loc.gov


