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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Secretary Principi: 

Thank you again for attending Maryland's Regional Hearing at Goucher College on 
Friday, July 8. I hope you found the presentations helpful as you continue your difficult task of 
evaluating the Pentagon's recommendations for base realignments and closures. 

I am writing to follow up on your question regarding the security implications of co- 
locating the National Security Agency (NSA) and the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
(NGA) at Ft. Meade in Maryland. As a member of both the Senate Intelligence Committee and 
the Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense, I would lead the charge in opposition if I thought 
such a move would jeopardize the security of either agency. Unfortunately, in this age of 
asymmetric threats and global terrorism, no facility can be 100% immune to attack. I am 
confident that Ft. Meade is one of the most secure military facilities in the National Capital 
Region. 

Just as important as keeping our national intelligence assets secure is the need to make 
them as effective as possible in ca~rying out their mission. My work on the Intelligence 
Committee has convinced me that we must consider ways to streamline and improve cooperation 
between NSA, NGA and the National Reconnaissance Office (NRO), whose missions are closely 
intertwined. This is not just my view: it is shared by many senior people in the intelligence 
community. In private conversations, these officials stress the importance of a closely 
coordinated approach to technical Intelligence. In considering collection strategies and platform 
acquisitions, it makes sense to exploit the synergism of both signals and imagery intelligence 
efforts. The co-location of headquarters facilities can help with such exploitation. 

The intelligence community has often acknowledged the importance of a coordinated 
approach to signals and imagery intelligence. As early as 2001, the Installation Command at Ft. 
Meade reflected this understanding when it incorporated an NGA co-location contingency into 
the Ft. Meade Real Property Master Plan (RPMP). The plan considered eventual co-location of 
NGA and NSA at Ft. Meade as thle logical result of the growing consensus that the two agencies 
should more closely coordinate their work. 
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I strongly recommend that you request a copy of this classified Master Plan, which was 
prepared by Col. John Ives (USA, Ret.), the recently-retired Installation Commander at Ft. 
Meade. The Master Plan will help address the two issues which I believe are key to your 
consideration of the Pentagon's recommendation on NGA: the security issues involved in 
protecting Ft. Meade from attack.; and the importance of establishing synergy between our two 
most important signals and imagery intelligence assets. 

In closing, I want to thank you again for your consideration of my strong belief that NGA 
should be consolidated at Ft. Meade. Please do not hesitate to contact me, or Celes Hughes of 
my staff (224-8871) if you need ;my additional information. 

Sincerely, 

&ti&&a Barbara A. $Lu&$z& Mikulski 

United States Senator 

cc: BRAC Commissioners 
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Dear Commissioner Coyle: 

Thank you again for attending Maryland's Regional Hearing at Goucher College on 
Friday, July 8. 1 hope you found the presentations helpful as you continue your difficult task of 
evaluating the Pentagon's recomrr~endations for base realignments and closures. 

I am writing to follow up on your question regarding the security implications of co- 
locating the National Security Age:ncy (NSA) and the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
(NGA) at Ft. Meade in Maryland. As a member of both the Senate Intelligence Committee and 
the Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense, I would lead the charge in opposition if I thought 
such a move would jeopardize the security of either agency. Unfortunately, in this age of 
asymmetric threats and global terrorism, no facility can be 100% immune to attack. I am 
confident that Ft. Meade is one of the most secure military facilities in the National Capital 
Region. 

Just as important as keeping our national intelligence assets secure is the need to make 
them as effective as possible in carrying out their mission. My work on the Intelligence 
Committee has convinced me that we must consider ways to streamline and improve cooperation 
between NSA, NGA and the National Reconnaissance Office (NRO), whose missions are closely 
intertwined. This is not just my view: it is shared by many senior people in the intelligence 
community. In private conversations, these officials stress the importance of a closely 
coordinated approach to technical Inttlligence. In considering collection strategies and platform 
acquisitions, it makes sense to exploit the synergism of both signals and imagery intelligence 
efforts. The co-location of headquarters facilities can help with such exploitation. 

The intelligence community has often acknowledged the importance of a coordinated 
approach to signals and imagery intelligence. As early as 200 1, the Installation Command at Ft. 
Meade reflected this understanding when it incorporated an NGA co-location contingency into 
the Ft. Meade Real Property Master Plan (RPMP). The plan considered eventual co-location of 
NGA and NSA at Ft. Meade as the logical result of the growing consensus that the two agencies 
should more closely coordinate their work. 
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I strongly recommend that you request a copy of this classified Master Plan, which was 
prepared by Col. John Ives (USA, Ret.), the recently-retired Installation Commander at Ft. 
Meade. The Master Plan will help address the two issues which I believe are key to your 
consideration of the Pentagon's recommendation on NGA: the security issues involved in 
protecting Ft. Meade from attack; and the importance of establishing synergy between our two 
most important signals and imagely intelligence assets. 

In dosing, I want to thank you again for your consideration of my strong belief that NGA 
should be consolidated at Ft. Meade. Please do not hesitate to contact me, or Celes Hughes of 
my staff (224-887 1) if you need any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara . Mikulski 
United States Senator 

cc: BRAC Commissioners 
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The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Base Realignment and Closure C:ommission 
252 1 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Congressman Bilbray: 

Thank you again for attending Maryland's Regional Hearing at Goucher College on 
Friday, July 8. I hope you found the presentations helpful as you continue your difficult task of 
evaluating the Pentagon's recommendations for base realignments and closures. 

I am writing to follow up on your question regarding the security implications of co- 
locating the National Security Agency (NSA) and the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
(NGA) at Ft. Meade in Maryland. As a member of both the Senate Intelligence Committee and 
the Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense, I would lead the charge in opposition if I thought 
such a move would jeopardize the security of either agency. Unfortunately, in this age of 
asymmetric threats and global terrorism, no facility can be 100% immune to attack. I am 
confident that Ft. Meade is one of the most secure military facilities in the National Capital 
Region. 

Just as important as keeping our national intelligence assets secure is the need to make 
them as effective as possible in carrying out their mission. My work on the Intelligence 
Committee has convinced me that we must consider ways to streamline and improve cooperation 
between NSA, NGA and the National Reconnaissance Office (NRO), whose missions are closely 
intertwined. This is not just my view: it is shared by many senior people in the intelligence 
community. In private conversations, these officials stress the importance of a closely 
coordinated approach to technicai Intelligence. In considering collection strategies and platform 
acquisitions, it makes sense to exploit the synergism of both signals and imagery intelligence 
efforts. The co-location of headquarters facilities can help with such exploitation. 

The intelligence community has often acknowledged the importance of a coordinated 
approach to signals and imagery intelligence. As early as 2001, the Installation Command at Ft. 
Meade reflected this understanding when it incorporated an NGA co-location contingency into 
the Ft. Meade Real Property Master Plan (RPMP). The plan considered eventual co-location of 
NGA and NSA at Ft. Meade as the logical result of the growing consensus that the two agencies 
should more closely coordinate their work. 
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