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Dear Chairman Principi, 

The American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP) is writing to urge reconsideration 
of the BRAC's inclusion of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology (AFIP) in the list of 
military facilities slated for closure by the Department of Defense (DoD). 

Should the AFIP be forced to close our nation would lose a valuable resource that plays a 
key role in the advancement of medicine and contributes knowledge to improve the 
health of our nation's citizens. 

AFZP Benefits the Military, the Medical Community and the Public 

The AFIP is an exceptional institution that provides outstanding service to our nation's 
military community. It also contributes significant knowledge to the broader medical 
field's understanding of human disease. The AFIP provides medical answers to complex 
cases involving cancer, microbial infections, developmental anomalies, and degenerative 
disorders. The answers to these complex questions have improved our understanding of 
pathophysiology that in turn has led to improvements in clinical recognition and disease 
management. This is possible because the AFIP includes 22 subspecialty departments in 
conjunction with the world's largest tissue repository. This provides significant research 
and education opportunities. Overall, the AFIP has access to a sophisticated team of over 
800 military and civilian medical professionals with the capability of providing answers 
to complex cases. The AFIP faculty (military and civilian clinicians, researchers and 
educators) is able to look beyond individual case submissions through archives that offer 
immediate access to comparable diagnoses. 

AFZP Tissue Repository Must Be Maintained 

The AFIP tissue repository is an irreplaceable resource for disease research and patient 
care. These specimens and their associated cases have helped medicine understand, 
develop vaccines, treat and sometimes cure often-fatal disease. The repository must 
remain intact given the fact that even more advances are on the horizon as we use and 
develop new technologies. New technologies that employ the use of DNA technology 
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will allow us to explore the scientific depths of the unknown to unravel more medical 
mysteries. The tissue repository must be accessible as we move forward. 

The AFIP must continue to accrue new cases and specimens so that this resource is 
available for frontline disease research. Researchers and expert pathologists must be able 
to access both archived material as well as newly acquired specimens. According to your 
recommendation, millions of important cases and specimens may be sent to a warehouse 
to be stored. 

AFIP Consultative Services Benefit Both Military and Civilian Physicians 

Through AFIP's consultative services, both military and civilian physicians are able to 
access unique expertise for assistance in providing definitive diagnoses on difficult cases. 
These consultative services help determine patient treatment, can save lives and are 
valuable services that add impfortant knowledge to the practice of medicine. AFIP also 
operates an advanced and unique telepathology diagnostic consultation program that 
provides deployed military physicians with real-time diagnoses. It would be a major loss 
to both military and civilian medicine if AFIP's consultative services were discontinued. 

AFIP Education and Training Services Are Essential to the Medical Community 

AFIP is also a leader in the area of the training and education of health providers from 
numerous specialties. Over 7,4.00 medical and other health professionals were educated 
and trained in 2004. The AF1:P's 22 subspecialty departments allow a wide variety of 
medical professionals and other health professionals to be served by the AFIP. Each year 
the AFIP issues hundreds of -thousands of hours in continuing medical education to a 
diverse group of medical professionals that specialize in pathology, forensics, radiology, 
emerging infectious disease, renal disease, ophthalmology, urology, etc. These 
educational opportunities wou1.d be lost if the AFIP were to close. Many of the AFIP 
courses are based on recent cases where a diagnosis was in question and concentrates on 
how to reach a proper diagnosis. The AFIP all offers a variety of educational venues that 
include: live courses, seminars and Internet courses. The AFIP's leadership in the area of 
education and training advances the knowledge base and ensures the competence of 
thousands of medical professionals. 

Medical Groups Call on BRAC to Preserve the Integrity of AFIP 

ASCP is a member of several groups that have asked the BRAC to preserve the AFIP: 

In June 2005, the Council of Medical Specialty Societies (CMSS) sent a letter to the 
BRAC asking that you to retain the integrity of the AFIP. ASCP is the only pathology 
organization that is a member of the CMSS. The CMSS is a unique forum representing 
eighty-five percent of physicians whose members are 23 national specialty organizations 
that include more than 468,000 physicians nationwide. 



In July 2005, Daniel L. Seckinger, MD testified before the BRAC on Capitol Hill on 
behalf of the College of American Pathologists and a number of organizations including 
ASCP. In Dr. Seckinger's testimony he asked that the Commission reject the BRAC's 
recommendation regarding the AFIP. 

In August 2005, ASCP will participate in a "Consensus Conference on the Status of the 
AFIP Tissue Repository" -- ch~aired by a senior official from the Association of American 
Medical Colleges. 

It is clear that the broader medical community is concerned by the BRAC proposals to 
close the AFIP. This institution is essential to both military and civilian medical 
providers and must be preserved. 

Conclusion 

ASCP respectfully requests, that the BRAC eliminate its recommendation to dismantle the 
AFIP and warehouse the tissue repository. This recommendation if implemented would 
leave a major void in the medical community that would be impossible to fill. 

Instead of closing the AFIP, our nation should use the AFIP to assist with research and 
the development of innovative treatments for the urgent health challenges that confront 
our world. The first step in this course of action would be for the BRAC to reject its own 
proposal and retain the integrity of the AFIP. The next step would be for the medical 
community to work with the AFIP and the military establishment to ensure that the 
AFIPYs valuable resources are utilized for the benefit of the nation. 

ASCP is a nonprofit medical specialty society representing 140,000 members, including 
board certified pathologists, other physicians, clinical scientists, medical technologists 
and technicians. ASCP is one of our nation's largest medical specialty societies and is the 
world's largest organization representing the field of laboratory medicine and pathology. 
As the leading provider of continuing education for pathologists and medical laboratory 
personnel, the ASCP enhances the quality of the profession through comprehensive 
educational programs and publications and self-assessment materials. 

ASCP appreciates your consideration of our views on this important issue. Should you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Jeff Jacobs, Vice President of Public Policy, at 
202-347-4450. 

Sincerely, 

LoAnn Peterson, MD, FASCP 
President, ASCP 


