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Re: BRAC Recommendations 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

In light of the recent regional BRAC hearing in Arlington, Virginia on July 7, I would like to 
offer my support for the substantiated case presented by Governor Mark Warner, Senator John 
Warner, Senator Allen, and others representing the local jurisdictional authorities in Virginia. 

As stated to the Commission during the regional hearing, I agree that the BRAC Commission 
should investigate close-in alternatives as a means of maintaining the existing synergy between 
Department of Defense agencies and private contractors. In this time of war, terrorism, and 
uncertainty that we are currently facing, the public and private sectors need to work together to 
support our existing military operations in every way possible, including providing them with 
safe and secure buildings in close proximity to the Pentagon, the Office of Homeland Security, 
and the other defense and research agencies and contractors that are located in close-in locations, 
specifically in Arlington County. 

We have spent the last four years on the development of One Liberty Center, the new home for 
the Office of Naval Research (ONR), the Air Force Office of Scientific Research (AFOSR), and 
Defense Office of Hearings & Appeals (DOHA) in Arlington, and have come to understand the 
essential need for our defense agencies to be protected in secure buildings. However, it is 
difficult to justify relocating these agencies that have just invested more than $10 million of their 
own funding in substantial security upgrades, including blast-resistance, perimeter standoff, 
electronic upgrades, and operational security, notwithstanding the additional funds provided for 
their tenant buildout. These agencies have operated from the same location for the past 40 years, 
and invested in these state-of-the-art security upgrades to protect their personnel in the most 
desirable location. 

The latest BRAC report issued on May 13 did not consider any of the creative solutions already 
located in Arlington County that can provide a secure facility for our defense agencies based on 
the newest security criteria. With an estimated 16 million square feet of office space remaining to 
be built in Arlington's pipeline of potential development, there are several sites that could meet 
the new security standards of increased setbacks and force protection. Along with Arlington 
Economic Development, we have studied the possibility of providing such a facility at the 
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Arlington Hall site, located at Route 50 and George Mason Drive, and the WMATA bus yard site, 
located on Wilson Boulevard, just three blocks from the Ballston Metro. Both of these sites, 
along with other potential close-in sites, should be fully examined by the BRAC Commission 
before sending their recommendation to the President on September 8. 

In closing, I believe we need to find a way to work with the Department of Defense to locate 
them to physically safe, secure, and close-in buildings. Relocating the recommended Department 
of Defense agencies would greatly jeopardize the efficiency and effectiveness between the 
agencies and private contractors. I am hopeful that we can continue to work together to maintain 
the Department of Defense's leased space in Arlington County, along with an estimated 23,000 
Department of Defense jobs and the potential for even more private sector jobs. 

In the meantime, I appreciate your efforts and diligence is pursuing this process. Thank you for 
your consideration of this request, and the many others that support maintaining Department of 
Defense's leased space in Arlington. %@ 

oh G. Shooshan 


