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Analysis on keeping KC-135s at Grand Forks AFB, ND 

Defense BRAC Commission: 

I am writing to urge your support for retaining the KC-135 mission at Grand Forks Air 
Force Base. I was a former Squadron Commander with the 9 0 5 ~ ~  Air Reheling Squadron 
at Grand Forks AFB. I flew the KC-135 for my entire 20-year Air Force career. I retired 
from active duty in April 2000. I currently instruct KC-135 crewmembers at the Flight 
Simulator. I am disturbed by the BRAC assumptions that place Grand Forks AFB 
tankers at the bottom of the list of active duty KC-135 locations--as measured in military 
value. 

The KC-135 is critical to the success of our war on terrorism and the nation's nuclear 
deterrent. The Air Force has five bed down locations for its Active Duty KC-135s. The 
Active Duty KC-135s are utilized a much higher rate than the Air National Guard KC- 
135s. The Air National Guard will not volunteer for duty in the desert. The Air National 
Guard will not volunteer for duty in our deployed location north of Afghanistan. Active 
duty pilots at Grand Forks average over 200 days of duty overseas a year. It is a mistake 
to give more KC-135s to the Air National Guard at the expense of the Active Duty force. 
The few reaming KC-135s will not be utilized at the same high rate as Grand Forks. 

If the president decides to send KC-135s into our Southwest Asia operating locations, a 
tanker from Grand Forks will arrive 30 minutes prior to our east coast tanker 
base.. . MacDill. This is due to the advantageous Great Circle North flight path. A Grand 
Forks KC-1 35 would arrive the same time and bum less fuel than a KC- 135 departing 
from McConnell AFB, Kansas. A KC-135 deployed from Fairchild AFB, WA cannot 
make it in one sortie-it takes two sorties and two days. 

Additionally if the president sends KC-135s into our Southeast Asia operating locations 
via the Pacific, Grand Forks would arrive in less flying time and burning less fuel than a 
tanker launched from McConnell. A tanker from Mac Dill would require two days. 

Bottom line: if you go east, a Grand Forks tanker is more efficient than Mac Dill and 
McConnell.. . and a full day before Fairchild. If you go west, a Grand Forks tanker gets to 
the fight before McConnell and a full day before Mac Dill. Only Grand Forks and 
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McConnell can go both east and west. When Grand Forks is compared line-by-line, to 
Mac Dill and Fairchild, Grand Forks provides a dramatic increase in military value. 

The secondary mission of the KC- 135 is to support our nuclear bombers. A Grand Forks 
KC-135 unit is located, by far, at the prime location to support this important mission. 
The Cold War requirements are greatly smaller than in the recent past. Although the 
nuclear forces are smaller, its deterrent value is still large. These bombers must be air 
refueled to remain a viable deterrence. Bottom line: a Grand Forks tanker is light-years 
better located than MacDill and McConnell. Grand Forks is better located than Fairchild 
due to the possibility of flying towards the Northeast. Again, Grand Forks provides the 
BEST military value of all Active Duty KC-135 bed down locations. 

Thirdly, Grand Forks AFB is a cold weather location. If all KC-135s are removed from 
Grand Forks, the active duty KC-135's would be without a cold weather operating 
location. It is absolutely imperative that we train maintainers and aircrew for cold 
weather operations. (The turnover rate for KC- 135 crew chiefs is well over 33 percent 
per year.) In fact, we are currently deploying KC-135s to locations with harsh winters. 
Losing our expertise on cold weather procedures would dramatically increase the risk of 
operating out of our deployed locations "north of Afghanistan". Grand Forks has been 
teaching the "warm weather" KC- 135 personnel how to fly and fight in the cold. The 
"warm weather" KC-135 personnel cannot obtain proper cold weather training. Grand 
Forks continues to write the book and test the procedures. It is absolutely positively 
critical to retain this expertise to operate and train in adverse weather conditions. This 
loss would be a huge long-term strategic failure-it makes no sense militarily. Once 
again, Grand Forks provides the best military value. 

Note: Cold weather locations in fact provide more flying days than southern bases. 
McConnell is often unable to fly its flying schedule during their many winter days with 
freezing rain. In the summer McConnell is shut down many weeks due to numerous and 
intense thunderstorms. Mac Dill is shutdown even more due to virtual daily 
thunderstorms. Additionally they evacuate the entire aerodrome due to humcane watches 
and warnings. They are forced to evacuate their aircraft well in advance of the amval of 
hurricane force winds. They typically evacuate the entire aerodrome several time a year. 
This is extremely costly.. . and counter productive to military value. According to 
National Weather Service Data, Mac Dill and McConnell have a much higher rate of 
tornados and thunderstorms than Grand Forks. Due to this overwhelming evidence of 
better flying weather in North Dakota, the University of North Dakota has established 
one of the largest Aeronautical Training sites in the entire United States. This location 
was chosen due to the high number of flying days available for training. Aircraft fly 
much better in cold weather than hot weather. They really do. It is a total myth that cold 
weather operations are counter productive when compared to warm weather locations. I 
challenge you check it out. 

I challenge you to look at the wide open air space above North Dakota. Again, Grand 
Forks is number one in Military value. Grand Forks deployed to Mac Dill in 2000 due to 
runway maintenance. We found out that the airspace above Mac Dill is extremely 
crowded. We have a requirement to launch up to 5 aircraft with 30 second spacing.. . for 
large cell formation requirements. It was virtually impossible to get a formation off the 
ground without a huge Air Traffic Control delay. Grand Forks never has that problem. 



I challenge you to look at the wide open real estate near Grand Forks. Again, Grand 
Forks is number one in Military value. Did you know that Mac Dill is fenced in an all 
four sides? The same holds true for McConnell. 

The quality of life is incredibly good. Again there is a myth that Grand Forks is at the 
end of the earth. As squadron commander virtually all of the going away functions had 
people saying, "Wow, I can't believe I spent my entire military career avoiding this 
place. I almost got out of the Air Force when I saw my assignment to Grand Forks. The 
North Dakota people are extremely fhendly. The University of North Dakota gave me 
free tickets to see their games. The winters were not as I've heard. I actually loved my 
assignment to Grand Forks." I say this with total honesty and sincerity; Air Force 
members leave Grand Forks with a warm feeling! ! 

Due to corrosion issues, the KC-135 E models are being retired. Salt air is a mammoth 
enemy to the corrosion problem. Mac Dill is located next to the ocean. Aircraft at Mac 
Dill must be rotated out of the area on a scheduled basis. Grand Forks does not have this 
risk of corrosion. In fact, Mac Dill aircraft get rotated to Grand Forks on a regular basis. 
Once again it makes no sense to place the few remaining.. . corrosion prone.. . KC- 135s at 
Mac Dill. Grand Forks once again beats out Mac Dill. 

Just in case your analysis has not shown one more important point; the runway, many 
taxiways, and approach lights at Grand Forks are being totally replaced. This is a $25 
million project. Ths information was not included in the original assessment of Grand 
Forks' military value. Our infrastructure is second-to-none. Did you know that the 
Commissary is brand new. The physical fitness center.. . $ 9  million.. . is brand new. The 
fiber optic cables laid throughout the base is brand now. The four squadron operations 
centers for pilots, maintainers, and life support are all brand new ($30 million) . The 
simulator building that houses 2 $40 million flight simulators is brand new. The base 
operations building is brand new. Military housing is brand new. Grand Forks can take 
on additional missions extremely easily. Again we beat out Mac Dill, McConnell, and 
Fairchild. 

Overall, KC-135s at Grand Forks provide the best military value of all five active duty 
tanker locations. Its northern location allows a Grand Forks KC-135 to take advantage of 
the "Great Circle Route7' short cut. Only Grand Forks and McConnell can fly and fight 
the war on terrorism to either the east or west. In fact, Grand Forks is slightly more 
efficient compared with McConnell. Fairchild would need two days to fly and fight the 
war on terrorism towards the east. Mac Dill would need two days in order to fly and 
fight the war on terrorism towards the west. Additionally, Grand Forks is located in the 
absolute best location to support our nuclear deterrence mission. Grand Forks does not 
have the salt air environment that has caused tremendous corrosion issues with the KC- 
135. Our number of flying days available for training is much larger than Mac Dill and 
McConnell. Grand Forks has the most up to date infrastructure among all KC-135 bases. 
Grand Forks has vast amounts of open real estate. Mac Dill and McConnell are fenced in 
on all four sides. Lastly, the intangible benefit of retaining a cold weather KC-135 base 
is too huge to ignore. Grand Forks is the only KC-135 base that optimizes all of these 
military objectives to deter nuclear war and fight our global war on terrorism. 

I urge your support to keep the tankers at Grand Forks. If you compare Grand 
Forks.. . line-by-line with Mac Dill.. .you will see Grand Forks provides a dramatically 
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RE: BRAC Public Opinion Response 

Dear Sirs: 

JoAnne Johnson, President, emailed the Brac Message Center on line to make comment for 
support of the GFAFB in North Dakota. 

Enclosed please find JoAnne Johnson Contracting, LLC's brochure, company bio, as well as our 
company's business cards which support the email sent via internet. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. We welcome you to our state of North Dakota. 

Sincerely, 

President 

Enclosure 

P.O. Box 1332 Phone: 701 352.6633 
Minot ND 58702-1332 Fax: 701 .839.6413 

E-mail: jicllc@iiohnsoncontractina.com - .- 





Business Operations 

JoAnne Johnson Contracting, LLC 
provides General Construction services 
throughout North Dakota and Region 8 
to both the government and private 
sector. JJC, formally Johnson 
Landscaping, is an 8(a) Minority 
Contractor in General Construction. 

Our goal is to "Provide a service or 
product that meets or exceeds our 
customer's needs." We have been 
successful in achieving those goals 
due to the team of people working with 
JJC. We would rather explain the price 
than apologize for the quality. JJC 
strives for excellence in what we 
provide for finished products and 

REFERENCES 
AMEC Earth & Environmental - Mpls., MN 
BMAR - Hopkinsville, KY 
Earthmovers, Inc - Minot, MI 
Fargo Glass Company - Minot, ND 
Holmes Electric - Minot, ND 
Industrial Builders, Inc. - Fargo, ND 
Jost Masonry Construction - Burlington, ND 
Kringen Construction - Sidney, MT 
Minot Plumbing & Heating - Minot, ND 
Northern Improvement Company, Inc. - Bismarck, ND 

AGENCIES 
BIA& Tero 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Federal Highway Administration 
General Service Administration 
Grand Forks ND Air Force Base 
Minot ND Air Force Base 
US Army Coms of Engineers - .  - 

customer service to all clients. US Department of Agriculture 

Exceptionally qualified staff and 
. . . --- . . 

expertise has allowed JJC to establish a 
reputation for outstanding performance 
and quality workmanship throughout 
Region 8 since inception of the 
company in 2003. 

As a minority contractor, JoAnne was 
named "Woman Owned Business of 
the Year" in 1999 on both a State and 
National level. 

JoAme credits a team of people from 
many sectors within North Dakota for 
her company's success. Due to their 
commitment and dedication, the JJC 
staff and many outside agencies have 
allowed JJC to both meet and exceed 
the company's goals. 

I ' 

US Department of Interior 
US Deuamnent of Transuortation 

APPROVED NAICS CODES 
Certified 8(a), WBE, MBE, SDB, WODB, 
EconomidFinance Board Certified 

New Multi-family Housing Construction 
Commercial & Industrial Bldg. Construction 
Water & Sewer Line & Related Structures Const. 
Communication Construction Services 
Highway Street & Bridge Construction 
Other Heavy & General Engineering Construction 
Poured Concrete & Structure Foundation & Contractors 
Structural Steel & Pre Cast Concrete Contractors 

238190 Other Foundation, Structure, & Building Exterior Const 
2382 10 Electrical Contractors 
238220 Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors 
238310 Exteriorhterior Construction Contractors 
238330 Specialty Construction Contractors 
238910 Site preparation contractors 
238920 Carpentry Construction Contractors 
238990 All Other Specialty Trade Contractors 
3323 11 Prefabricated Metal Building & Component Mfg. 
518210 Data Processing & Related Services 
54121 1 Offices of CPA's 
541320 Landscape Architectural Services 
54161 1 Adrnin. Mgmt & General Mgmt Consult Services 
541613 Marketing Consulting Services 
541910 Market Research &Public Polls 
541990 Other Professional Services 
561 110 Administrative Management Services 
561210 Fac~lities Support services 
561421 Telephone Answering Services 
561422 Telemarketing Services 
561431 Mailbox Rental and Mailing Services 
561440 Collection Services 
561499 All other Business Support Services 
561720 Janitorial Services 
561730 Landscape Services 
561920 Convention & Trade Show Organizers 
5621 12 Hazardous Waste Collection 
5622 11 Hazardous Waste Treatment & Disposal 
5629 10 Remediation Services 
61 1430 Professional & Management Development Training 
61 15 19 Training, Schooling Services 
7223 10 Food Services Contracts 


