
Dear Commissioner Hansen, 
Received 

I am an employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 
however, I am not writing out of concern for my job. I am 
writing as an American citizen out of concern for the 
defense of our country. 

Although today's threat is terrorism, and attack 
submarines are not the weapon of choice to combat that, it 
seems to me very shortsighted to think that tomorrow's 
threat may not be some other enemy, building a formidable 
navy, which we must one day confront. The drydocks, piers, 
and other infrastructure at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard are a 
national asset that the nation cannot afford to give away. 
Close it and it is gone forever. We have already given 
away Mare Island, Charleston, Long Beach, and others, and 
we may all live to regret doing that. We should preserve 
all that we have left to service our great Navy. 

You have listened intently to the facts presented 
concerning superior performance in safety, cost savings, 
schedule, and quality at Portsmouth. This performance is 
due to the most valuable national asset of all - the people 
at Portsmouth. I can tell you from personal experience 
that there is patriotism and pride here, from doing good 
work for the Navy, that will never be matched. 

I have also listened intently to the proceedings of 
the DOD and the BRAC commission over the past several 
weeks. I am encouraged that what I have observed from the 
BRAC commission appears to be the actions of a truly 
independent body, attempting to sort out the truth, to act 
in the best interest of the nation. I commend you for your 
diligence with a very difficult, and extremely important, 
job. 

Sincerely, 

Wells, Maine 

DCN: 5704



Dear Commissioner Gehman, 
JUL 2 6 2005 

Received 
I am an employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 

however, I am not writing out of concern for my job. I am 
writing as an American citizen out of concern for the 
defense of our country. 

Although today's threat is terrorism, and attack 
submarines are not the weapon of choice to combat that, it 
seems to me very shortsighted to think that tomorrow's 
threat may not be some other enemy, building a formidable 
navy, which we must one day confront. The drydocks, piers, 
and other infrastructure at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard are a 
national asset that the nation cannot afford to give away. 
Close it and it is gone forever. We have already given 
away Mare Island, Charleston, Long Beach, and others, and 
we may all live to regret doing that. We should preserve 
all that we have left to service our great Navy. 

You have listened intently to the facts presented 
concerning superior performance in safety, cost savings, 
schedule, and quality at Portsmouth. This performance is 
due to the most valuable national asset of all - the people 
at Portsmouth. I can tell you from personal experience 
that there is patriotism and pride here, from doing good 
work for the Navy, that will never be matched. 

I have also listened intently to the proceedings of 
the DOD and the BRAC commission over the past several 
weeks. I am encouraged that what I have observed from the 
BRAC commission appears to be the actions of a truly 
independent body, attempting to sort out the truth, to act 
in the best interest of the nation. I commend you for your 
diligence with a very difficult, and extremely important, 
job. 

Sincerely, 

~ouglas Wood 
Wells, Maine 



July 20,2005 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

I.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



v Farms Road 41k~iA 8 ommissioll 
Kennebunk, Maine 04043 

Received 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF (Ret) 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Turner: 

I am writing to voice my support for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. PNS is home to 

many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in the Navy. 

While setting the Navy standards for cost, quality, schedule and safety, our shipyard is also 

prepared to provide emergency services to our community and nation, I urge you to preserve this 

exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval 

shipyard. Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained 

professionals and has repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to 

efficiently realign itself with the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard 

in the Naval community. Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads 

all nuclear submarine maintenance; including work practices, business processes and 

management techniques. PNS is actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and 

private, in planning and mission execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise 

and industrial process improvement plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly delivers the finest service and leadership of any 

naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to close. Please support the continuation of 

efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open. We 

cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its importance to 

keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincer-ly yours, 

Deborah Blunt 



Dear Commissioner Gehman, Received 

I am writing this letter to express my personal concerns, fears and thoughts 

regarding closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. I have been a New Hampshire 

seacoast resident and employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, since graduating 

college, almost 19 years. My degree is in Nuclear Engineering and I have worked the 

majority of my career at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard refueling submarines. l take 

great pride in my work and in supporting the Navy. The best compliment I ever received 

was given at a meeting convened with the Shipyard Commander to discuss issues 

regarding the base day care center. After presenting my concerns and asking several 

very pointed questions, I was asked if I was a refueler. Yes I said proudly. Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard refuelers are well known for our high standards and questioning 

attitude. Why is this important, it is important because the work that is accomplished by 

the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard directly affects National Security. High standards and 

questioning attitude delivers submarines back to the Navy safely and on time. In the 

world that we live in today (with a war in Iraq and national threats on our country) I 

cannot understand how closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (a Nuclear Facility 

capable of overhauling and refueling one of the finest weapons the Navy has to offer, 

i.e., the Nuclear submarine) could be even remotely considered. I do not understand 

how the cost savings associated with the closing of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

could possibly be worth the risk of reducing the Navy's flexibility to have on hand a 

requisite quality nuclear submarine repair, refuel and overhaul facility. 

I am writing this letter not just to tell you how my family and I will be affected if the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is closed, but also to express my fears for our country and 

it's security. What we do at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard cannot be duplicated or 

replicated easily elsewhere. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the Navy's best Nuclear 

Submarine Maintenance Facility. Such facilities are not created overnight, they evolve 

under great leadership and dedicated and experienced employees. They learn and 

grow from their mistakes and mistakes of other facilities. Closing the Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard diminishes the Navy's ability and flexibility to continue to overhaul and refuel 



nuclear submarines safely, and deliver them on time and at or below cost. It decreases 

the Navy's ability to call on the knowledge of experienced leadership, experienced 

engineers, and experienced mechanics when problems arise, and problems will arise. I 

feel this loss in flexibility, knowledge and experience will result in a small but crucial 

sacrifice to the Navy's ability to protect this country and our nation. A sacrifice I do not 

agree is worth accepting for the sake of saving a small amount of money over a 20-year 

period. 

On a more personal level, there is a part of me that grieves at the thought of 

having to leave something so familiar, something that has offered me so much, 

something I have become a part of (the Shipyard family as it is often called). My 

thoughts are I will fight the battle, doing what I can do to save the shipyard and if it be 

so, I will be the last to leave, they will have to push me out the gate. I know I won't be 

alone though. 

I have the usual worries: What will I do? Will I be able to find another job in the 

area making similar pay? What will happen to the seacoast area? Will I have to move 

my school age children away from their father, their schools, and their friends? I know I 

do not want to leave the area, and will only do that as a last resort. I know competition 

will be high and jobs scarce, but I would consider a severe pay cut, going back to 

college for career change, moving to a smaller house, before I'd think of heading to 

Puget Sound, Portsmouth Virginia, or Pearl Harbor. My heart and home are in New 

England and at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a grave mistake, not just 

because of the loss to the employees of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and the 

surrounding communities that benefit from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard but also 

because of the loss it will render to homeland and national security. I implore you to do 

everything in your power to maintain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard a vital asset for the 

Navy. 

Sincerely, 

f L--+ 
Michelle Lundgren 
85 Melbourne Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 



Dear Chairman Principi, Received 

I am writing this letter to express my personal concerns, fears and thoughts 

regarding closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. I have been a New Hampshire 

seacoast resident and employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, since graduating 

college, almost 19 years. My degree is in Nuclear Engineering and I have worked the 

majority of my career at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard refueling submarines. I take 

great pride in my work and in supporting the Navy. The best compliment I ever received 

was given at a meeting convened with the Shipyard Commander to discuss issues 

regarding the base day care center. After presenting my concerns and asking several 

very pointed questions, I was asked if I was a refueler. Yes I said proudly. Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard refuelers are well known for our high standards and questioning 

attitude. Why is this important, it is important because the work that is accomplished by 

the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard directly affects National Security. High standards and 

questioning attitude delivers submarines back to the Navy safely and on time. In the 

world that we live in today (with a war in Iraq and national threats on our country) I 

cannot understand how closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (a Nuclear Facility 

capable of overhauling and refueling one of the finest weapons the Navy has to offer, 

i.e., the Nuclear submarine) could be even remotely considered. I do not understand 

how the cost savings associated with the closing of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

could possibly be worth the risk of reducing the Navy's flexibility to have on hand a 

requisite quality nuclear submarine repair, refuel and overhaul facility. 

I am writing this letter not just to tell you how my family and I will be affected if the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is closed, but also to express my fears for our country and 

it's security. What we do at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard cannot be duplicated or 

replicated easily elsewhere. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the Navy's best Nuclear 

Submarine Maintenance Facility. Such facilities are not created overnight, they evolve 

under great leadership and dedicated and experienced employees. They learn and 

grow from their mistakes and mistakes of other facilities. Closing the Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard diminishes the Navy's ability and flexibility to continue to overhaul and refuel 



nuclear submarines safely, and deliver them on time and at or below cost. It decreases 

the Navy's ability to call on the knowledge of experienced leadership, experienced 

engineers, and experienced mechanics when problems arise, and problems will arise. I 

feel this loss in flexibility, knowledge and experience will result in a small but crucial 

sacrifice to the Navy's ability to protect this country and our nation. A sacrifice I do not 

agree is worth accepting for the sake of saving a small amount of money over a 20-year 

period. 

On a more personal level, there is a part of me that grieves at the thought of 

having to leave something so familiar, something that has offered me so much, 

something I have become a part of (the Shipyard family as it is often called). My 

thoughts are I will fight the battle, doing what I can do to save the shipyard and if it be 

so, I will be the last to leave, they will have to push me out the gate. I know I won't be 

alone though. 

I have the usual worries: What will I do? Will I be able to find another job in the 

area making similar pay? What will happen to the seacoast area? Will I have to move 

my school age children away from their father, their schools, and their friends? I know I 

do not want to leave the area, and will only do that as a last resort. I know competition 

will be high and jobs scarce, but I would consider a severe pay cut, going back to 

college for career change, moving to a smaller house, before I'd think of heading to 

Puget Sound, Portsmouth Virginia, or Pearl Harbor. My heart and home are in New 

England and at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a grave mistake, not just 

because of the loss to the employees of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and the 

surrounding communities that benefit from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard but also 

because of the loss it will render to homeland and national security. I implore you to do 

everything in your power to maintain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard a vital asset for the 

Navy. 

Sincerely, 

-71qLddL < L A -  
Michelle Lundgren 
85 Melbourne Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 



Dear Commissioner Turner, JUL 2 6 2005 

I am writing this letter to express my personal concerns, fears and tt&@%l 

regarding closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. I have been a New Hampshire 

seacoast resident and employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, since graduating 

college, almost 19 years. My degree is in Nuclear Engineering and I have worked the 

majority of my career at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard refueling submarines. I take 

great pride in my work and in supporting the Navy. The best compliment I ever received 

was given at a meeting convened with the Shipyard Commander to discuss issues 

regarding the base day care center. After presenting my concerns and asking several 

very pointed questions, I was asked if I was a refueler. Yes I said proudly. Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard refuelers are well known for our high standards and questioning 

attitude. Why is this important, it is important because the work that is accomplished by 

the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard directly affects National Security. High standards and 

questioning attitude delivers submarines back to the Navy safely and on time. In the 

world that we live in today (with a war in Iraq and national threats on our country) I 

cannot understand how closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (a Nuclear Facility 

capable of overhauling and refueling one of the finest weapons the Navy has to offer, 

i.e., the Nuclear submarine) could be even remotely considered. I do not understand 

how the cost savings associated with the closing of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

could possibly be worth the risk of reducing the Navy's flexibility to have on hand a 

requisite quality nuclear submarine repair, refuel and overhaul facility. 

I am writing this letter not just to tell you how my family and I will be affected if the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is closed, but also to express my fears for our country and 

it's security. What we do at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard cannot be duplicated or 

replicated easily elsewhere. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the Navy's best Nuclear 

Submarine Maintenance Facility. Such facilities are not created overnight, they evolve 

under great leadership and dedicated and experienced employees. They learn and 

grow from their mistakes and mistakes of other facilities. Closing the Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard diminishes the Navy's ability and flexibility to continue to overhaul and refuel 



nuclear submarines safely, and deliver them on time and at or below cost. It decreases 

the Navy's ability to call on the knowledge of experienced leadership, experienced 

engineers, and experienced mechanics when problems arise, and problems will arise. I 

feel this loss in flexibility, knowledge and experience will result in a small but crucial 

sacrifice to the Navy's ability to protect this country and our nation. A sacrifice I do not 

agree is worth accepting for the sake of saving a small amount of money over a 20-year 

period. 

On a more personal level, there is a part of me that grieves at the thought of 

having to leave something so familiar, something that has offered me so much, 

something I have become a part of (the Shipyard family as it is often called). My 

thoughts are I will fight the battle, doing what I can do to save the shipyard and if it be 

so, I will be the last to leave, they will have to push me out the gate. I know I won't be 

alone though. 

I have the usual worries: What will I do? Will I be able to find another job in the 

area making similar pay? What will happen to the seacoast area? Will I have to move 

my school age children away from their father, their schools, and their friends? I know I 

do not want to leave the area, and will only do that as a last resort. I know competition 

will be high and jobs scarce, but I would consider a severe pay cut, going back to 

college for career change, moving to a smaller house, before I'd think of heading to 

Puget Sound, Portsmouth Virginia, or Pearl Harbor. My heart and home are in New 

England and at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a grave mistake, not just 

because of the loss to the employees of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and the 

surrounding communities that benefit from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard but also 

because of the loss it will render to homeland and national security. I implore you to do 

everything in your power to maintain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard a vital asset for the 

Navy. 

Sincerely, 

m.& L A y - -  

Michelle Lundgren 
85 Melbourne Street 
Portsmouth. NH 03801 



Dear Commissioner Hansen, 
Received 

I am writing this letter to express my personal concerns, fears and thoughts 

regarding closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. I have been a New Hampshire 

seacoast resident and employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, since graduating 

college, almost 19 years. My degree is in Nuclear Engineering and I have worked the 

majority of my career at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard refueling submarines. I take 

great pride in my work and in supporting the Navy. The best compliment I ever received 

was given at a meeting convened with the Shipyard Commander to discuss issues 

regarding the base day care center. After presenting my concerns and asking several 

very pointed questions, I was asked if I was a refueler. Yes I said proudly. Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard refuelers are well known for our high standards and questioning 

attitude. Why is this important, it is important because the work that is accomplished by 

the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard directly affects National Security. High standards and 

questioning attitude delivers submarines back to the Navy safely and on time. In the 

world that we live in today (with a war in Iraq and national threats on our country) I 

cannot understand how closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (a Nuclear Facility 

capable of overhauling and refueling one of the finest weapons the Navy has to offer, 

i.e., the Nuclear submarine) could be even remotely considered. I do not understand 

how the cost savings associated with the closing of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

could possibly be worth the risk of reducing the Navy's flexibility to have on hand a 

requisite quality nuclear submarine repair, refuel and overhaul facility. 

I am writing this letter not just to tell you how my family and I will be affected if the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is closed, but also to express my fears for our country and 

it's security. What we do at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard cannot be duplicated or 

replicated easily elsewhere. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the Navy's best Nuclear 

Submarine Maintenance Facility. Such facilities are not created overnight, they evolve 

under great leadership and dedicated and experienced employees. They learn and 

grow from their mistakes and mistakes of other facilities. Closing the Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard diminishes the Navy's ability and flexibility to continue to overhaul and refuel 



nuclear submarines safely, and deliver them on time and at or below cost. It decreases 

the Navy's ability to call on the knowledge of experienced leadership, experienced 

engineers, and experienced mechanics when problems arise, and problems will arise. I 

feel this loss in flexibility, knowledge and experience will result in a small but crucial 

sacrifice to the Navy's ability to protect this country and our nation. A sacrifice I do not 

agree is worth accepting for the sake of saving a small amount of money over a 20-year 

period. 

On a more personal level, there is a part of me that grieves at the thought of 

having to leave something so familiar, something that has offered me so much, 

something I have become a part of (the Shipyard family as it is often called). My 

thoughts are I will fight the battle, doing what I can do to save the shipyard and if it be 

so, I will be the last to leave, they will have to push me out the gate. I know 1 won't be 

alone though. 

I have the usual worries: What will I do? Will I be able to find another job in the 

area making similar pay? What will happen to the seacoast area? Will I have to move 

my school age children away from their father, their schools, and their friends? I know I 

do not want to leave the area, and will only do that as a last resort. I know competition 

will be high and jobs scarce, but I would consider a severe pay cut, going back to 

college for career change, moving to a smaller house, before I'd think of heading to 

Puget Sound, Portsmouth Virginia, or Pearl Harbor. My heart and home are in New 

England and at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a grave mistake, not just 

because of the loss to the employees of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and the 

surrounding communities that benefit from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard but also 

because of the loss it will render to homeland and national security. I implore you to do 

everything in your power to maintain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard a vital asset for the 

Navy. 

Michelle Lundgren 
85 Melbourne Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 



SRAC Commission 

20 Jul 2 
JUL !6 jB 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 
Received 

I am writing this letter to express my personal concerns, fears and thoughts 

regarding closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. I have been a New Hampshire 

seacoast resident and employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, since graduating 

college, almost 19 years. My degree is in Nuclear Engineering and I have worked the 

majority of my career at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard refueling submarines. 1 take 

great pride in my work and in supporting the Navy. The best compliment I ever received 

was given at a meeting convened with the Shipyard Commander to discuss issues 

regarding the base day care center. After presenting my concerns and asking several 

very pointed questions, I was asked if I was a refueler. Yes 1 said proudly. Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard refuelers are well known for our high standards and questioning 

attitude. Why is this important, it is important because the work that is accomplished by 

the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard directly affects National Security. High standards and 

questioning attitude delivers submarines back to the Navy safely and on time. In the 

world that we live in today (with a war in Iraq and national threats on our country) I 

cannot understand how closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (a Nuclear Facility 

capable of overhauling and refueling one of the finest weapons the Navy has to offer, 

i.e., the Nuclear submarine) could be even remotely considered. I do not understand 

how the cost savings associated with the closing of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

could possibly be worth the risk of reducing the Navy's flexibility to have on hand a 

requisite quality nuclear submarine repair, refuel and overhaul facility. 

I am writing this letter not just to tell you how my family and I will be affected if the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is closed, but also to express my fears for our country and 

it's security. What we do at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard cannot be duplicated or 

replicated easily elsewhere. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the Navy's best Nuclear 

Submarine Maintenance Facility. Such facilities are not created overnight, they evolve 

under great leadership and dedicated and experienced employees. They learn and 

grow from their mistakes and mistakes of other facilities. Closing the Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard diminishes the Navy's ability and flexibility to continue to overhaul and refuel 



nuclear submarines safely, and deliver them on time and at or below cost. It decreases 

the Navy's ability to call on the knowledge of experienced leadership, experienced 

engineers, and experienced mechanics when problems arise, and problems will arise. I 

feel this loss in flexibility, knowledge and experience will result in a small but crucial 

sacrifice to the Navy's ability to protect this country and our nation. A sacrifice I do not 

agree is worth accepting for the sake of saving a small amount of money over a 20-year 

period. 

On a more personal level, there is a part of me that grieves at the thought of 

having to leave something so familiar, something that has offered me so much, 

something I have become a part of (the Shipyard family as it is often called). My 

thoughts are I will fight the battle, doing what I can do to save the shipyard and if it be 

so, I will be the last to leave, they will have to push me out the gate. I know I won't be 

alone though. 

I have the usual worries: What will I do? Will I be able to find another job in the 

area making similar pay? What will happen to the seacoast area? Will I have to move 

my school age children away from their father, their schools, and their friends? I know I 

do not want to leave the area, and will only do that as a last resort. I know competition 

will be high and jobs scarce, but I would consider a severe pay cut, going back to 

college for career change, moving to a smaller house, before I'd think of heading to 

Puget Sound, Portsmouth Virginia, or Pearl Harbor. My heart and home are in New 

England and at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a grave mistake, not just 

because of the loss to the employees of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and the 

surrounding communities that benefit from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard but also 

because of the loss it will render to homeland and national security. I implore you to do 

everything in your power to maintain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard a vital asset for the 

Navy. 

Sincerely, 

7 ~ ' a . G  J! u4f- 
Michelle Lundgren 
85 Melbourne Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 



BRAC Commission 

July 20,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us  in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You. 



To the Honorable Anthony Principi, 
JUL 2 6  205  

I am writing in regards to the presence of the Air National Guard Base in R@&@eek, 
Michigan on the BRAC List. I do not have any close emotional ties to the base, being a recent 
transplant to the area, neither are my interests economic, although Michigan can ill afford to lose 
any jobs. My motives for writing have to do with potential and the loss of potential. 

My husband retired from the Navy Reserves less than a year ago. I know that over the 
last few years greater emphasis has been placed on and encouraged for joint work and co- 
operation among our Nation's military branches. Fort Custer, the Marine training grounds, 
literally across the road from the Air National Guard Base was recognized for its continued 
importance as was the Federal Center in Battle Creek. The Air National Guard Base could play 
an equally important role. 

The proposal is to move some of the 1 lo* Fighter Wing to Selfridge near Detroit. 
Selfridge is at its limits. Little can be moved in without moving something out. Battle Creek is 
in a unique position to have the space for expansion and the facilities in place to become a 
destination for joint training and exercises. A part of that potential is lost with the closure of the 
Air National Guard Base. 

Money is one of the reasons bases are placed on the BRAC List. I propose that reserve 
centers in many of the communities in Southern Lower Michigan, Northern Indiana and Northern 
Ohio be closed and relocated to Battle Creek. There are barracks at Fort Custer as well as a 
shooting range and an armory, the Air Base has a computer lab, exchange, messing facilities and 
new maintenance facilities. It is a five to six minute drive from one gate to another ( I timed it 
recently), and the only thing that separates the two properties is the business loop for Interstate 
94. These two facilities could be busy every weekend of a month. 

Battle Creek creates a unique opportunity for developing another multi-usage base, like 
Selfridge, but with room for expansion, no over-crowded air space, and the facilities already in 
place to begin. When a member of the BRAC Commission comes to visit the Air National 
Guard Base in Battle Creek on 29 July 2005, please consider the potential the combination of 
these facilities would have, over and above the economic and political arguments against the 
proposed closure. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Mitchell 
12 168 6-Mile Rd 
Battle Creek, MI 4901 4 



BRAC Commission 

July 20,2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on ow chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



1 BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6 2tKt~ 
Received 

( Dear BRAC Commissioner, 

We strongly believe that the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNS) should NOT be 
included on your list of recommended base closures for the 2005 Base Realignment 
and Closing round. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a vital importance to our Navy 
and our Nation. 

The shipyard has an outstanding record of performance and has turned tens of millions 
of dollars back to the Navy. 

We have enclosed a sheet which states the economic impact to the surrounding areas. 
Our area has been working for the past 10 years to recover from the closing of the 
Pease Airforce Base. Please don't hit us again as we are striving to stand strong. 

Please do the right thing by keeping our Nation safe by keeping the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 
......................................................................................................... 

Sincerely, 

,t!ZLff d?&,b p 
Rob & Doris Gates 
78 Dry Hill Road 
Rochester, NH 03867 
603-3324557 

1 encl.: PNS fact sheet dated 0112005 



JANUARY 200s 

SEACOAST SHIPYARD ASSOCIATION 
Post O f f ~ e  BOX 1 1 23 

P~ftmwth, NH 03802-1 123 
Tel. 6 Fax (603) 433-1 157 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD - ECONOMIC IMPACT - CY 2004 

CMLIAN PAYROQ: $31 8,329,729 
*ACTUAL NUMBER NUMBER OF 

aL%E l?AYw!& OF EMPLOYEES Eh!amE= PAID 

Maine $1 85,476,167 2,771 2,951 
New Hampshire 122.635.908 1,878 2,008 
Massachusetts 7,278,837 107 115 
Other States 2,038,817 47 40 

Totals $318,329,729 .,, 4,803 5,123 

The employment level for 2004 wss 4,803. The number of employees 
paid (5.123) is greater since in some cases more than one person 
ocarpied the same job dudng 2004 

" 4.803 indudes: Mpyard - 4,513, SUBMEPP - 210, NMQAO - 27, and 
Naval Med'kal CCnk - 46. 

MILITARY PAYFtOU: $29,349,fi81 

Navy. $16,835,997 Coast Guard: $12,513,584 

PURCHASED GOODS & SERVICES - (SUPPLY DEPAFtTMEWQ: $49,469,785 

Of this, $30,773,431 went to New England States: 

Massachusetts $ 6,208,822 Maine $2,264,030 
Hampshire 3,552,392 Rhode Wand 383,954 

Connedcut 18,203,736 Vennont 181,598 

CONTRACTED FACILITY SERVICES - (PUBLIC WORKS DEPn: $46,418,335 

Indudes: 
MaintenancdAlteratiOntlgupport: 532261,052 
UBities (natural gas/fW ~edsewer/eledrfdtylc~mmunIcations): $14.1 57,283 

PAST YEARS' COMPARISON: 

Employment Civilian , MiMary Purchases . Contracts 
L w d  p a w  Paymll (Supply) (Publicworks) 

DEDICATED TO THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHlmARO 



July 21, 2005 
J U L  Lb; ;IU05 

&mu& 
Dear BRAC Commissioner, 

We strongly believe that the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNS) should NOT be 
included on your list of recommended base closures for the 2005 Base Realignment 
and Closing round. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a vital importance to our Navy 
and our Nation. 

The shipyard has an outstanding record of performance and has turned tens of millions 
of dollars back to the Navy. 

We have enclosed a sheet which states the economic impact to the surrounding areas. 
Our area has been working for the past 10 years to recover from the closing of the 
Pease Airforce Base. Please don't hit us again as we are striving to stand strong. 

Please do the right thing by keeping our Nation safe by keeping the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 
opened!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Sincerely, 

ki /L&Q.- p9 
Rob & Doris ~a tes "  
78 Dry Hill Road 
Rochester, NH 03867 
603-332-4557 

encl.: PNS fact sheet dated 0112005 



JANUARY 2006 

SEACOAST SHIPYARD ASSOCIATION 
Post Office Box 11 23 

Portsmouth, NH 03802-1 123 
Tel. & Fax (603) 433-1 157 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD - ECONOMIC IMPACT - CY 2004 

CMLIAN PAYROLL $31 8,329,729 
*ACTUAL NUMBER NUMBER OF 

EWE EeYf3Q& OF MPLOYEFS - 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Other Stales 

7 h e  employment level for 2004 was 4,803. The number of employees 
paid (5,123) is greater since in some cases more than one pemn 
occupied the same job during 2004 

" 4,803 includes: Shipyad - 4,513, SUBMEPP - 210, NMQAO - 27, and 
Naval Mediil CCnic - 46. 

MlLlTAFtY PAYROLL: $29,349,581 

Navy: $16,835,997 Coast Guard: $12.51 3,584 

PURCHASE0 GOODS & SERVICES - (SUPPLY DEPARTMEW: $49,469,785 

Of this, SXl.773.431 went to New England States: 

Massachusetts $ 6,206,822 
N& Hampshire 3,552.392 
Connedlcut 18,203,736 

Maine S 2,284,930 
RhodeWand 383,954 
V e m  101,596 

CONTRACTED FAClLlN SERVICES - (PUBLIC WORKS D m :  $46,418,335 

Employment Civifian Mililary Purchases Contrads 
Level p a w  payrow (Supply). (Pub(icW0rkS) 

CY2001 4,803 $318,329,729 29,349,581 49,469,785 46,418,335 
CY2003 4,597 283,829,725 18,185,144 51,294,530 46,250,980 
CY 1998 3 . W  192,008,527 12,705,138 39,620,496 25,818.1 15 

DEDICATED TO THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIQYARD 



July 21, 2005 

BRAC Coinmission 

Received 

Dear BRAC Commissioner, 

We strongly believe that the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNS) should NOT be 
included on your list of recommended base closures for the 2005 Base Realignment 
and Closing round. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a vital importance to our Navy 
and our Nation. 

The shipyard has an outstanding record of performance and has turned tens of millions 
of dollars back to the Navy. 

We have enclosed a sheet which states the economic impact to the surrounding areas. 
Our area has been working for the past 10 years to recover from the closing of the 
Pease Airforce Base. Please don't hit us again as we are striving to stand strong. 

Please do the right thing by keeping our Nation safe by keeping the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 

Sincerely, 

Rob & Doris &tes 
78 Dry Hill Road 
Rochester, NH 03867 
603-332-4557 

encl.: PNS fact sheet dated 0112005 



JANUARY 2005 

SEACOAST SHIPYARD ASSOCIATION 
Port Office Box 1 123 

PrnWIlO~th, NH 03802-1 123 
Tel. 6 Fax (603) 433-1 157 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD - ECONOMIC IMPACT - CY 2004 

STATE 

CMLlAN PAYROLL: $31 8,329,729 
*ACTUAL NUMBER NUMBER OF 

PAY&a!a OF EMPl OYEES EMPLOYEES PAID 

Maine 
New Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Other States 

Totals 

The employment level for 2001 was 4,803. The number of employees 
paid (5,123) is greater since in some cases mom than one person 
acarpled the same job during 2004 

" 4.803 includes: Shipyard - 4.51 3, SUBMEPP - 210, NMQAO - 27, and 
Naval Medical Clinic - 46. 

MILITARY PAYROLC: $29,349,581 

Navy. $18,835,997 Coast Guard: $12.51 3,584 

PURCHASED GOODS & SERVICES - [SUPPLY DEPARTMENT): $49,469,785 

Ofthiis. 530,773,431 went to New England States: 

Massachusetts $ 8,206,822 
Nek Hampshire 3,552,302 
Connedicut 18,203,738 

Maine $2,264,930 
Rhode Island 383,95) 
Vermont 161,598 

CONTRACTED FACILITY SERVICES - (PUBLIC WORKS DEPT& $46,418,335 

PAST YEARS COMPARISON: 

Employment Civilian Miliiary Purchases - Contracts 
Level payrdl Payroll (Supply) . (Public Works) 

DEDICATED TO THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD 



July 21, 2005 

Dear BRAC Commissioner, 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

We strongly believe that the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNS) should NOT be 
included on your list of recommended base closures for the 2005 Base Realignment 
and Closing round. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a vital importance to our Navy 
and our Nation. 

The shipyard has an outstanding record of performance and has turned tens of millions 
of dollars back to the Navy. 

We have enclosed a sheet which states the economic impact to the surrounding areas. 
Our area has been working for the past 10 years to recover from the closing of the 
Pease Airforce Base. Please don't hit us again as we are striving to stand strong. 

Please do the right thing by keeping our Nation safe by keeping the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 
......................................................................................................... 

Since ely 

, 4 ! 7 4 ~ ~ ~ 4  $&7 
V 

~ o b  &- ori is Gates 
78 Dry Hill Road 
Rochester, NH 03867 
603-332-4557 

encl.: PNS fact sheet dated 0112005 



JANUARY 2005 

i& SEACOAST SHIPYARD ASSOCIAT~N 
Post Offue Box 1 123 

P~rtStnO~th, NH 03802- I 123 
Tel. 81 Fax (603) 433-1 157 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD - ECONOMIC IMPACT - CY 2004 

CMLIAN PAYROU!: $31 8,329,729 
*ACTUAL NUMBER NUMBER OF 

EWE eAYw& OF EMPLOYEFS PLQYEES PAID 

Maine $1 85,476,167 2,771 
New Hampshire 122,635,908 1,878 
Massachusetts 7,278,837 107 
Other States 2.938.81 7 47 

The employment level for 2004 was 4,803. The number of employees 
paid (5,123) is greater since in some cases more than one person 
occupied the same job during 2004 

" 4,803 includes: Shipyard - 4,513, SUBMEPP - 21 0, NMQAO - 27, and 
Naval Medical Clink - 46. 

Navy. $16,835,997 Coast Guard: $12,513,584 

PURCHASED GOODS 8 SERVICES - [SUPPLY DEPARTMENn: $49,469,785 

Of tMs, $30,773,431 went to New England Slates: 

Massachusetts $ 6,206,822 
N w  Hampshire 3,552,392 
Cocmectlan 18,203,736 

CONTRACTED FACILITY SERVICES - (PUBUC WORKS D m :  $46,4I 8,335 

Employment CMlian Milhty Purchases . Contracts 
Level payrdl Paymll (Supply). (PublicWodcs) 

CY 2004 4,803 $318,329,729 29,349,581 49,469,785 46,418,335 
CY 2003 4,597 283,829,725 16,165,144 51,294,530 46,250,980 
CY 1998 3,648 192,008,527 12,765,138 39,620,496 25,618.1 15 

DEDICATED TO THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD 



July 21, 2005 

Dear BRAC Commissioner, 

We strongly believe that the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNS) should NOT be 
included on your list of recommended base closures for the 2005 Base Realignment 
and Closing round. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a vital importance to our Navy 
and our Nation. 

The shipyard has an outstanding record of performance and has turned tens of millions 
of dollars back to the Navy. 

We have enclosed a sheet which states the economic impact to the surrounding areas. 
Our area has been working for the past 10 years to recover from the closing of the 
Pease Airforce Base. Please don't hit us again as we are striving to stand strong. 

Please do the right thing by keeping our Nation safe by keeping the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 
opened!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Sincerely. 

@fi&& ob & Doris Gate p2 
78 Dry Hill Road 
Rochester, NH 03867 
603-332-4557 

encl.: PNS fact sheet dated 01 12005 



JANUARY 2005 

SEACOAST SHIPYARD ASSOCIATION 
Post Offue Box 1 123 

P ~ r t s ~ u t h ,  NH 03802-1 123 
Tel. & Fax (603) 433-1 157 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD - ECONOMIC IMPACT - CY 2004 

CMLIAN PAYROU: $318,329,729 
"ACTUAL NUMBER NUMBER OF 

S U E  J%YBQ!& OF EMPLOYEES EMPLOYEES PAID 

Maine 
New Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Other States 

The employment lewd for 2004 was 4,803. The number of employees 
paid (5.123) is greater slnce in some cases more than one person 
occupled the same job dudng 2004 

" 4,803 indudes Shipyard - 4.51 3, SUBMEPP - 21 0, NMQAO - 27, and 
Naval Medical Uinic - 46. 

MILITARY PAYROY: $29,349,581 

Navy $16,835,997 Coast Guard: $12,513,584 

PURCHASED GOODS & SERVICES - (SUPPLY DEPARTMENT): $49,469,785 

Of this, $30,773,431 went to New England States: 

Massachusetts $ 6,206,822 
Neb Hampshire 3,552,392 
Connedjcut 18.ZO3.736 

Maine $2,204,930 
Rhode Island 383,954 
Vermont 161,598 

Includes: 
Maintenance/AlteratiO(IS/Suppon: $32,201,052 
Uilities ( W r a l  oldhrel oilEwatedsewer/~communications): $14,157.283 

PAST YEARS' COMPARISON: 

Employment Civilian Mililary Purchases Contracts 
Level P a ~ r ' n  p a w  (Supply) (PuWiiWorks) 

DEDICATED TO THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD 



Neal EL Stacy 
75 Longhill Road   MAC  mi mission 
Dover, New Hampshire 03520 
July 21,2005 

Received 
Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

My name is Neal Stacy. I am a welding engineer with 26 years experience at Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard. Please allow me lo present my opinions on the present state of the BRAC process. I do 
not intend to go on about the jobs and income lost or other economic factors, nor will I go on about 
red and blue states. I believe you have had enough of that! There are, however, some issues I believe 
have not been covered appropriately up to this point. 

On May 13, my colleagues and I were very &sappointed that PNS was slated for closure. Beyond 
that, we were shocked to learn that Sub Base New London was also m the closure list. The 
combined closure of these facilities is a slap in the face to the submarine service. In my biased 
opinion, the stralegy of fewer submarines is in direci oppvsilion to any sort of national security. k is 
the continued culture of technical superiority versus numbers -- not the best option if you have to be 
in many places at once. If promised ships are late in overhaul, it doesn't matter how close they are to 
the field of battle, they are still unavailable. Stealth still has a place in the post-Cold War world. Arrd 
the Los Angeles class submarine is the unmatched master of stealth at sea. 

This week we learned that our colleagues at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard will not have to endure the 
pain of BRAC. That is a positive thing for Portsmouth, not a negative one as we are part of the same 
team and complemenl each other. The myth of "excess capacity" is just that in our unstable world. 
To permanently lose the drydock andlor repair ability of any facility, public or private, is certain 
folly. The BRAC recommendations were expected to make changes away from the Cold War setup 
leading to a force structure able to meet the needs of "our present and future situation." The DOD 
has come on line and said that PNS and SUBBASE NLON will never be needed again. That is 
similar to saying the world will never change again. This just doesn't pass the common sense test for 
me. 

Finally, DOD expects a high percentage of us efficient PWS workers to pick up stakes and move 
wherever they want us to go. It has become clear that only a low percentage wiil be willing to 
relocate to Norfolk, King's Bay or Puget. From a military culture standpoint, I can see this attitude 
surprises some. But from the position of a died-in-the-wool Yankee with very deep roots, I do not 
see the appeal of uprooting my famiiy and taking off to a place of great cultural, meteorological, and 
density difference. We like living here, and that is one of the reasons why we do our job so well. 
Send us somewhere else, and I'm afraid you will be disappointed with the results. 

It appears the DOD BRAC recommendations were made in a manner that a large corporation would 
downsize to save money or ro provide greater stockholder dividends. While we should run an 
efficient organization and give the taxpayer a fair return, a strong national defense cannot be 
successfully operated in t h s  bottom-line manner. 

Thank you for your time, 

a;no;e@@ 
Neal H. Stacy 



July 20, 2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RRAC Commission 

r s p -  1 5  2005 . . * -  

Received 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

I .) D. O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N. S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior perfbrmance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our ree'n is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



July 20,2005 

BRAC Commission 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D. O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N. S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20, 2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

5 RAC Comrnlssion 

. ' .,, i r 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Turner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N. S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



BRAC Commission 

July 20, 2005 

2 5  2005 C 4- 

Received 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr., USN(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Gehman, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N. S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closiing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20, 2005 

General James T. Hill, USA(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hill, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D. O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20, 2005 

The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

5:: 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Coyle, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D. O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



PO Box 122 
New Castle, NH 
03854-01 22 
July 20, 2005 

The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Co~nmission 

JUL 2 5 2m 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Coyle, 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is an irreplaceable asset to our nation and our 

military. I am writing as an employee of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and as a citizen 

to encourage you to keep Portsmouth operational and allow this outstanding shipyard to 

continue to serve America. 

As you have heard several times, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard excels in cost and 

schedule as well as innovation, quality and safety. It is in the best interest of the Navy, 

the Department of Defense and every citizen of the United States of America to keep 

this shipyard open to support the submarine fleet of the future. Closing the yard will not 

save money but will cost taxpayers millions of dollars in lost savings. If Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard is closed, it will be virtually impossible to reopen, replace or duplicate 

this facility. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard can refurbish, upgrade and return a submarine to the 

fleet in far fewer months and for billions of dollars less than it takes to build a new 

submarine. It only makes sense to keep the most efficient, innovative and best shipyard 

in the world open. 

Sincerely, 

?,/A k u  
F: Andrew Schulte 



PO Box 122 
New Castle, NH 
03854-0 122 
July 20, 2005 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr., USN(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Gehman, 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is an irreplaceable asset to our nation and our 

military. I am writing as an employee of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and as a citizen 

to encourage you to keep Portsmouth operational and allow this outstanding shipyard to 

continue to serve America. 

As you have heard several times, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard excels in cost and 

schedule as well as innovation, quality and safety. It is in the best interest of the Navy, 

the Department of Defense and every citizen of the United States of America to keep 

this shipyard open to support the submarine fleet of the future. Closing the yard will not 

save money but will cost taxpayers millions of dollars in lost savings. If Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard is closed, it will be virtually impossible to reopen, replace or duplicate 

this facility. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard can refurbish, upgrade and return a submarine to the 

fleet in far fewer months and for billions of dollars less than it takes to build a new 

submarine. It only makes sense to keep the most efficient, innovative and best shipyard 

in the world open. 

Sincerely, 

F: Andrew Schulte 



Joan E. Rhodes 
12 Coombs Road 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

July 2 1,2005 

HRAC Colnmission 

JgL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
ATTN: Brigadier General Sue E. Turner 
252 1 South Clark Street; Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Brigadier General Sue E. Turner: 

Your cooperation in reviewing the BRAC assignment is greatly appreciated. This task is 
beyond a doubt difficult. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard needs to be taken off the BRAC list. The PNSY's 
performance is superlative. They are known for meeting their schedules, being cost 
effective, doing quality work and for their safety. The employees are dedicated to their 
work and take pride in what they do. The closure would affect many families and the 
economy in the Seacoast Area. 

In final closing, please take into consideration the necessity of what merit the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard has obtained throughout the years. "Save Our Shipyard" is our motto. 

Sincerely, 

~ o a n ' ~ .  Rhodes 



Joan E. Rhodes 
12 Coombs Road 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

July 21,2005 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
ATTN: James H. Bilbray 
2521 South Clark Street; Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Mr. Bilbray: 

Your cooperation in reviewing the BRAC assignment is greatly appreciated. This task is 
beyond a doubt difficult. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard needs to be taken off the BRAC list. The PNSY's 
performance is superlative. They are known for meeting their schedules, being cost 
effective, doing quality work and for their safety. The employees are dedicated to their 
work and take pride in what they do. The closure would effect many families and the 
economy in the Seacoast k k a .  

In final closing, please take into consideration the necessity of what merit the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard has obtained throughout the years. "Save Our Shipyard" is our motto. 

Sincerely, 

b t&~  Joan E. Rhodes 



Joan E. Rhodes 
12 Coombs Road ~ u c  C:onimission 

Somersworth, NH 03878 
jUL 2 ; 

July 2 1,2005 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
ATTN: James V. Hansen 
2521 South Clark Street; Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Mr. Hansen: 

Your cooperation in reviewing the BRAC assignment is greatly appreciated. This task is 
beyond a doubt difficult. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard needs to be taken off the BRAC list. The PNSY's 
performance is superlative. They are known for meeting their schedules, being cost 
effective, doing quality work and for their safety. The employees are dedicated to their 
work and take pride in what they do. The closure would effect many families and the 
economy in the Seacoast,.Area. 

In final closing, please take into consideration the necessity of what merit the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard has obtained throughout the years. "Save Our Shipyard" is our motto. 

Sincerely, 

Joan E. Rhodes 



Joan E. Rhodes 
12 Coombs Road 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

July 21,2005 

JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
ATTN: Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2521 South Clark Street; Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

Your cooperation in reviewing the BRAC assignment is greatly appreciated. This task is 
beyond a doubt difficult. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard needs to be taken off the BRAC list. The PNSY's 
performance is superlative. They are known for meeting their schedules, being cost 
effective, doing quality work and for their safety. The employees are dedicated to their 
work and take pride in what they do. The closure would affect many families and the 
economy in the Seacoast Area. 

In final closing, please take into consideration the necessity of what merit the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard has obtained throughout the years. "Save Our Shipyartf' is our motto. 

Sincerely, 

~ o a n k .  Rhodes 



Priscilla E. Theberge 

P.O. Box 266 
Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 03894 

Telephone 603-569-7902 
eMail Address: Petheberge2001@yahoo.com 

20 July 2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Subj: Support for Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

Dear Chairman: 

I want to take this opportunity to voice my support for Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. I believe the closure of this 
valuable asset qualifies as "penny wise and pound foolish." 

The drydocks once lost cannot be replaced. Our 2005 environmental requirements will not let DOD replace them if 
at any future date they are needed. 

If Portsmouth is closed, the Navy is left with only Norfolk on the East Coast. Hurricane Hugo caused great damage 
to Charleston. That hurricane was in no one's long range plan for facilities. 

If Portsmouth is closed, DOD may show a budget gain, but someone will inherit a very large brown field. 
Portsmouth has been an industrial cite for over 200 years. Much of Seavey Island is really fill. 

President Bush has set this nation on a course that will require our military to be strong and ready for many years to 
come. Closing a vital support facility does not support that requirement. 



Joan E. Rhodes 
12 Coombs Road 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

July 2 1,2005 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
ATTN: Mr. Samuel K. Skinner 
2521 South Clark Street; Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Mr. Skinner: 

Your cooperation in reviewing the BRAC assignment is greatly appreciated. This task is 
beyond a doubt difficult. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard needs to be taken off the BRAC list. The PNSY's 
performance is superlative. They are known for meeting their schedules, being cost 
effective, doing quality work and for their safety. The employees are dedicated to their 
work'and take pride in what they do. The closure would affect many families and the 
economy in the Seacoast Area. 

In final closing, please take into consideration the necessity of what merit the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard has obtained throughout the years. "Save Our Shipyard" is our motto. 

Sincerely, 

&+a& Joan E. Rhodes 



Joan E. Rhodes BRAC Commission 

12 Coombs Road 
Somersworth, NH 03878 JuL 2 6 2005 

Received 

July 2 1, 2005 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
ATTN: Philip Coyle 
2521 South Clark Street; Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Mr. Coyle: 

Your cooperation in reviewing the BRAC assignment is greatly appreciated. This task is 
beyond a doubt difficult. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard needs to be taken off the BRAC list. The PNSY's 
perfonnance is superlative. They are known for meeting their schedules, being cost 
effective, doing quality work and for their safety. The employees are dedicated to their 
work and take pride in what they do. The closure would effect many families and the 
economy in the Seacoast Area. 

In final closing, please take into consideration the necessity of what merit the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard has obtained throughout the years. "Save Our Shipyard" is our motto. 

Sincerely, 

~ o a n  E. Rhodes 



Page 1 of 1 

Milan Marich BRAC Coinmission 

Dear Sir: JUL 2 6 2005 
My name is Milan Marich and I live in Portsmouthp~@xd 

Hampshire. I am writing this letter in support of our shipyard and it is my 
hope that you consider removing our shipyard from the closure list. I worked 
at the Pearl Harbor Shipyard for 11 years and then moved here and worked at 
the Portsmouth yard for 8 years after which I retired. Both shipyards were 
excellent places for me to work and in these scary times I feel neither yard 
should be closed. Should the closure list go through, New England would be 
lacking for protection. Please consider my support in your decision. This 
seacoast area is the best and I would hat6 to see it suffer because of 
closure. 

With Best Regards 

% %CCI;& 
Milan Marich 
3 15 Coolidge Dr 
Portsmouth, NH 

0380 1 
603 422 0859 



22 Oak Terrace 

Kittery, Maine 03904 

July 20,2005 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr. 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6 2m 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Gehman: 

Now that the New England delegation, during the BRAC hearings on July 6th, has presented 

a strong and convincing case for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, I am writing to voice my support. 

PNS is home to many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in 

the Navy. I urge you to preserve this exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval shipyard. 

Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained professionals and has 

repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to efficiently realign itself with 

the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard in the Naval community. PNS is 

the leading shipyard in cost, schedule, safety and quality. 

Under the Navy's "One Shipyard transformation initiative, PNS leads all nuclear submarine 

maintenance; including work practices, business processes and management techniques. PNS is 

actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and private, in planning and mission 

execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise and industrial process improvement 

plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly 

delivers the finest service and leadership of any naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to 

close. PNS doesn't cost the taxpayers money; it saves the taxpayers money. Please support the 

continuation of efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

open. We cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its 

importance to keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 



22 Oak Terrace 

Kittery, Maine 03904 

July 20,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

J9L 2 6 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Turner: 

Now that the New England delegation, during the BRAC hearings on July 6th, has presented 

a strong and convincing case for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, I am writing to voice my support. 

PNS is home to many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in 

the Navy. I urge you to preserve this exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval shipyard. 

Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained professionals and has 

repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to efficiently realign itself with 

the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard in the Naval community. PNS is 

the leading shipyard in cost, schedule, safety and quality. 

Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads all nuclear submarine 

maintenance; including work practices, business processes and management techniques. PNS is 

actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and private, in planning and mission 

execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise and industrial process improvement 

plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly 

delivers the finest service and leadership of any naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to 

close. PNS doesn't cost the taxpayers money; it saves the taxpayers money. Please support the 

continuation of efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

open. We cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its 

importance to keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 



July 20,2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Newton, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N. S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be af%cted for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, -9.M 



July 21, 2005 

The BRAC Commission 

Alan V. Monette 
1 Monette Lane 

Smithfield, VA 23430 
BRAC Colnmission 

Received 

The vote to include Oceana Naval Air Station in your consideration for closure 
has to be the most ill conceived, dumbest decisions you could possibly make. It 
is so ridiculous that it casts an enormous cloud of doubt on the credibility by 
which you are making all your other recommendations. 

I live at least 50 miles away from Oceana and I am neither active nor retired 
from the Navy, but as an ordinary Virginia citizen it alarms me that you would 
even consider this base for closure. 

There must be some "political" or other "vested interest" motive in your 
madness. Otherwise, how can you possibly justify the rationale by which you 
vote to include Oceana in you closurelrealignment plans? Who, besides real- 
estate developers or a few meddlesome residents who live next to the base 
could possibly complain? This is a Navy town and the air wing is part of the 
Navy! When in port the community of life does not stop with aviators and their 
families going their separate way from their shipmates aboard homeport 
carriers. This base employs thousands of people-do you plan to disrupt these 
many lives and still not save the taxpayer one red cent? What about the 
strategic location of having this base located this far north to defend the mid- 
Atlantic, and northeastern United States as well as the southern regions. The 
greater Hampton Roads area has decades of experience with Oceana and 
decades mean schools and infrastructure that are dependent on the economic 
engine it generates. Why are you ready to upset all this? Why is it to the 
advantage of the Navy or to the United States to move this base to Georgia as 
you have so indicated? 

I consider your effort to be totally misguided, and a cause for great alarm that 
requires the attention of the President and the Congress as your judgment in 
this matter lacks such credibility. 

The simple point is, "IF IT ISN'T BROKE, THEN DON'T FIX IT". Don't 
manufacture a problem that does not exist-Leave Oceana alone! 

Sincerely? 6 ~'ML-42g- 
Ala V. Monette 

Cc: President George W. Bush 
Vice President Richard B. Cheney 
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld 
Senator George Allen 
Senator John Warner 
Congressman Randy Forbes 
Governor Mark Warner 
Mayor Meyera B. Oberndorf 



BRAC Commission 

Dear General, 

I am writing in support of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and to petition to you ancktheived 
BRAC to remove it from the closure list. 

After serving 4 years in the Navy, my father spent 30 years working at the shipyard and 
the pride that he took in the quality of his work was brought home and taught to his 
family as values that we needed to have throughout our life. 

I understand that the shipyard has received many awards for timely work, quality and 
safety while being cost conscious and I believe this needs to be taken into consideration. 

I encourage you to remove the shipyard from the closure list. 

w 
Jim Stevens 
Strafford, NH 



Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard 

July 21,2005 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Turner, 

Greetings from the best, most cost effective and safest shipyard, that deliveries submarines back to the 
fleet, in record time, with the best quality, in the shortest time schedule. Please take time in 
consideration of our closure. I feel that in the long run, to close a nuclear shipyard is not in the best 
interest of our nations safety. Our type of service, dry docks and nuclear license cannot easily 
replicated. Our devotion, perseverance and commitment to our jobs cannot easily be replaced. Once 
gone, our shipyard and its history is forever gone, never to be replaced. 

On a personal note, my husband and I both work here at the PNSY. My grandfather retired from the 
PNSY. My husband's grandfather died on the PNSY. Our pride and history run deep, our service to 
the navy and our submarines cannot be replicated. 

Sincerely, 

One of your dedicated shipyard workers. 



July 21, 2005 

BRAC Commission 

Dear Commissioner Hill, 
JUL 26 20% 

I am an employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 
however, I am not writing out of concern for my job. I ~ % ~ ~ ~ ~  
writing as an American citizen out of concern for the 
defense of our country. 

Although today's threat is terrorism, and attack 
submarines are not the weapon of choice to combat that, it 
seems to me very shortsighted to think that tomorrow's 
threat may not be some other enemy, building a formidable 
navy, which we must one day confront. The drydocks, piers, 
and other infrastructure at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard are a 
national asset that the nation cannot afford to give away. 
Close it and it is gone forever. We have already given 
away Mare Island, Charleston, Long Beach, and others, and 
we may all live to regret doing that. We should preserve 
all that we have left to service our great Navy. 

You have listened intently to the facts presented 
concerning superior performance in safety, cost savings, 
schedule, and quality at Portsmouth. This performance is 
due to the most valuable national asset of all - the people 
at Portsmouth. I can tell you from personal experience 
that there is patriotism and pride here, from doing good 
work for the Navy, that will never be matched. 

I have also listened intently to the proceedings of 
the DOD and the BRAC commission over the past several 
weeks. I am encouraged that what I have observed from the 
BRAC commission appears to be the actions of a truly 
independent body, attempting to sort out the truth, to act 
in the best interest of the nation. I commend you for your 
diligence with a very difficult, and extremely important, 
job. 

Sincerely, 

~ougqas Wood 
Wells, Maine 



July 20,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, n 



bRAC Commission 
July 21, 2005 

,"L 2 6  2005 
Dear Commissioner Skinner, Received 

I am an employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 
however, I am not writing out of concern for my job. I am 
writing as an American citizen out of concern for the 
defense of our country. 

Although today's threat is terrorism, and attack 
submarines are not the weapon of choice to combat that, it 
seems to me very shortsighted to think that tomorrow's 
threat may not be some other enemy, building a formidable 
navy, which we must one day confront. The drydocks, piers, 
and other infrastructure at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard are a 
national asset that the nation cannot afford to give away. 
Close it and it is gone forever. We have already given 
away Mare Island, Charleston, Long Beach, and others, and 
we may all live to regret doing that. We should preserve 
all that we have left to service our great Navy. 

You have listened intently to the facts presented 
concerning superior performance in safety, cost savings, 
schedule, and quality at Portsmouth. This performance is 
due to the most valuable national asset of all - the people 
at Portsmouth. I can tell you from personal experience 
that there is patriotism and pride here, from doing good 
work for the Navy, that will never be matched. 

I have also listened intently to the proceedings of 
the DOD and the BRAC commission over the past several 
weeks. I am encouraged that what I have observed from the 
BRAC commission appears to be the actions of a truly 
independent body, attempting to sort out the truth, to act 
in the best interest of the nation. I commend you for your 
diligence with a very difficult, and extremely important, 
job. 

Sincerely, 

Q@>.-f "--" 
Doug as Wood 
Wells, Maine 



BRAC Commission 
~ u l y  2 1 ,  2005 

Dear Commissioner Newton, Received 

I am a n  employee a t  t h e  Por t smouth  Naval S h i p y a r d ,  
however,  I am n o t  w r i t i n g  o u t  o f  c o n c e r n  f o r  my j o b .  I am 
w r i t i n g  a s  a n  American c i t i z e n  o u t  o f  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  
d e f e n s e  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y .  

Al though t o d a y ' s  t h r e a t  i s  t e r r o r i s m ,  and  a t t a c k  
submar ines  a r e  n o t  t h e  weapon o f  c h o i c e  t o  combat t h a t ,  i t  
seems t o  m e  v e r y  s h o r t s i g h t e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  tomorrow's  
t h r e a t  may n o t  b e  some o t h e r  enemy, b u i l d i n g  a  f o r m i d a b l e  
navy,  which w e  must one day  c o n f r o n t .  The d r y d o c k s ,  p i e r s ,  
and  o t h e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a t  Por t smouth  Naval S h i p y a r d  a r e  a  
n a t i o n a l  a s s e t  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  away. 
C l o s e  i t  and  i t  i s  gone f o r e v e r .  W e  have  a l r e a d y  g i v e n  
away Mare I s l a n d ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  Long Beach, and  o t h e r s ,  and  
w e  may a l l  l i v e  t o  r e g r e t  d o i n g  t h a t .  W e  s h o u l d  p r e s e r v e  
a l l  t h a t  w e  have  l e f t  t o  s e r v i c e  o u r  g r e a t  Navy. 

You have  l i s t e n e d  i n t e n t l y  t o  t h e  f a c t s  p r e s e n t e d  
c o n c e r n i n g  s u p e r i o r  pe r fo rmance  i n  s a f e t y ,  c o s t  s a v i n g s ,  
s c h e d u l e ,  and  q u a l i t y  a t  Po r t smou th .  T h i s  pe r fo rmance  i s  
due  t o  t h e  most v a l u a b l e  n a t i o n a l  a s s e t  o f  a l l  - t h e  p e o p l e  
a t  Po r t smou th .  I c a n  t e l l  you from p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  p a t r i o t i s m  and  p r i d e  h e r e ,  f rom d o i n g  good 
work f o r  t h e  Navy, t h a t  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  matched .  

I have  a l s o  l i s t e n e d  i n t e n t l y  t o  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  
t h e  DOD and t h e  BRAC commission o v e r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  
weeks.  I am encouraged  t h a t  what I have  o b s e r v e d  f rom t h e  
BRAC commission a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  a  t r u l y  
i n d e p e n d e n t  body, a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s o r t  o u t  t h e  t r u t h ,  t o  a c t  
i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  I commend you f o r  your  
d i l i g e n c e  w i t h  a  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t ,  and  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  
j o b .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  De$ 3A 
Doug a s  Wood 
Wells, Maine 



July 20,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Coinmission 

JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



BRAC Commission 
Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard JUL 2 6  2006 

Received 
July 21,2005 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

Greetings from the best, most cost effective and safest shipyard, that deliveries submarines back to the 
fleet, in record time, with the best quality, in the shortest time schedule. Please take time in 
consideration of our closure. I feel that in the long run, to close a nuclear shipyard is not in the best 
interest of our nations safety. Our type of service, dry docks and nuclear license cannot easily 
replicated. Our devotion, perseverance and commitment to our jobs cannot easily be replaced. Once 
gone, our shipyard and its history is forever gone, never to be replaced. 

On a personal note, my husband and I both work here at the PNSY. My grandfather retired from the 
PNSY. My husband's grandfather died on the PNSY. Our pride and history run deep, our service to 
the navy and our submarines cannot be replicated. 

Sincerely, 

One of your dedicated shipyard workers. 



July 20,2005 

.:Ai;(' Commission 

General James T. Hill, USA(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hill, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N. S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 

Y 



Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard 

July 21,2005 

HRAC Commission 

2.L 2 6  2005 
Received 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Coyle, 

Greetings from the best, most cost effective and safest shipyard, that deliveries submarines back to the 
fleet, in record time, with the best quality, in the shortest time schedule. Please take time in 
consideration of our closure. I feel that in the long run, to close a nuclear shipyard is not in the best 
interest of our nations safety. Our type of service, dry docks and nuclear license cannot easily 
replicated. Our devotion, perseverance and commitment to our jobs cannot easily be replaced. Once 
gone, our shipyard and its history is forever gone, never to be replaced. 

On a personal note, my husband and I both work here at the PNSY. My grandfather retired from the 
PNSY. My husband's grandfather died on the PNSY. Our pride and history run deep, our service to 
the navy and our submarines cannot be replicated. 

One of your dedicated shipyard workers. 



Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard 

July 21,2005 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

Greetings from the best, most cost effective and safest shipyard, that deliveries submarines back to the 
fleet, in record time, with the best quality, in the shortest time schedule. Please take time in 
consideration of our closure. I feel that in the long run, to close a nuclear shipyard is not in the best 
interest of our nations safety. Our type of service, dry docks and nuclear license cannot easily 
replicated. Our devotion, perseverance and commitment to our jobs cannot easily be replaced. Once 
gone, our shipyard and its history is forever gone, never to be replaced. 

On a personal note, my husband and I both work here at the PNSY. My grandfather retired from the 
PNSY. My husband's grandfather died on the PNSY. Our pride and history run deep, our service to 
the navy and our submarines cannot be replicated. 

Sincerely, 

One of your dedicated shipyard workers. 



3 Alewive Farms Road 

Kennebunk, Maine 04043 

July 22,2005 

BRAC Commiss ion  
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray: 

I am writing to voice my support for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. PNS is home to 

many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in the Navy. 

While setting the Navy standards for cost, quality, schedule and safety, our shipyard is also 

prepared to provide emergency services to our community and nation, I urge you to preserve this 

exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval 

shipyard. Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained 

professionals and has repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to 

efficiently realign itself with the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard 

in the Naval community. Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads 

all nuclear submarine maintenance; including work practices, business processes and 

management techniques. PNS is actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and 

private, in planning and mission execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise 

and industrial process improvement plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly delivers the finest service and leadership of any 

naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to close. Please support the continuation of 

efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open. We 

cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its importance to 

keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincpely yours, 

~ e b o r a h  Blunt 



3 Alewive Farms Road 

Kennebunk, Maine 04043 

July 22,2005 
BRAC Commission 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Received 

Dear Commissioner Skinner: 

I am writing to voice my support for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. PNS is home to 

many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in the Navy. 

While setting the Navy standards for cost, quality, schedule and safety, our shipyard is also 

prepared to provide emergency services to our community and nation, I urge you to preserve this 

exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval 

shipyard. Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained 

professionals and has repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to 

efficiently realign itself with the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard 

in the Naval community. Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads 

all nuclear submarine maintenance; including work practices, business processes and 

management techniques. PNS is actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and 

private, in planning and mission execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise 

and industrial process improvement plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly delivers the finest service and leadership of any 

naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to close. Please support the continuation of 

efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open. We 

cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its importance to 

keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincgely yours, 

Deborah Blunt 



July 20,2005 4 5  

Received 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20,2005 
BRAC Commission 

General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Newton, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 

b&4-&a 



July 20,2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Colnmission 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Newton, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S .Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank J l i 4 k  



July 20,2005 

BKAC Commission 

I < ' *  2 6  2005 7,) .. 

Received 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 





July 20,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. T h e r ,  USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

jUL 2 6  2@fi 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Turner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20,2005 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6 2O05 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interestof our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You? 1 



July 20,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Turner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20,2005 1UL 2 6  2005 
Received 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



HRAC Commission 

July 20,2005 JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20,2005 

BRAC Colnmission 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Coyle, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20,2005 

B U C  Cammis%iea 

JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 

General James T. Hill, USA(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hill, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



June 2,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Polk Building 
Suite 600 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA. 22202 

JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Dear Sirs, 

I am writing to express my outrage in placing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on the Defense Base 
Closure list. I understand the bulk of our nuclear powered fast attack submarine force is comprised of Los 
Angeles Class Submarines. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has distinguished itself as the leader in 
establishing cost and schedule performance records for Los Angeles Class Submarine overhauls and 
refbelings. 

The performance of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has surpassed all other public and privately owned 
facilities by continually providing submarines back to the fleet below cost and ahead of schedule. 

I recently read a Meritorious Unit Commendation from Admiral Vern Clark, Chief of Naval Operations. 
The citation was dated May 12 2005 to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and read as follows: 

"For meritorious service fiom 1 1 September 2001 to 30 August 2004. The personnel of Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and tenant activities consistently and superbly performed their mission while establishing 
a phenomenal record of cost, schedule, quality and safety performance. The Shipyard embraced the One 
Shipyard Initiative and is leading the transformation of our Navy's nuclear ship maintenance base through 
innovation and the application of Lean industrial practices. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard personnel 
established new performance levels for submarine maintenance, modernization, and overhaul work by 
producing business results that are the benchmark among public and private sector nuclear shipyards. The 
Shipyard completed six major submarine availabilities early, exceeded Net Operating Result financial 
goals, reduced injuries by more than 50 percent and exceeded the Secretary of Defense's Fiscal Year 2006 
Stretch Goal for lost workday compensation rates two years early. Naval Shipyard Portsmouth's 
extraordinary performance is translating into increased U.S. Submarine Fleet readiness. By their 
unrelenting determination, perseverance, and steadfast devotion to duty, the officers, enlisted personnel, 
and civilian employees of Naval Shipyard Portsmouth reflected credit upon themselves and upheld the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service" 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is saving us "the taxpayers" money and provides a superior product back 
to the submarine fleet ahead of schedule. Why would anyone even consider closing a facility with this 
type of record! 

As Admiral Vern Clark stated Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the "benchmark among public and private 
sector nuclear shipyards". The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a facility that has demonstrated time and 
time again that it can perform its assigned duties while setting cost and schedule performance records in 
the defense of this country. 

Please, do not allow this facility to get caught up in a politically incorrect decision for closure. Review 
the performance data and recommend the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard remain open to continue to support 
the defense of our country. 



June 2,2005 

Anthony Principi, BRAC Commission Chairman 
Polk Building 
Suites 600 and 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA. 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

BRAC Comrnissisn 

JUL 26  2O@ 
Received 

I am writing to express my outrage in placing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on the Defense Base 
Closure list. I understand the bulk of our nuclear powered fast attack submarine force is comprised of Los 
Angeles Class Submarines. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has distinguished itself as the leader in 
establishing cost and schedule performance records for Los Angeles Class Submarine overhauls and 
refuelings. 

The performance of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has surpassed all other public and privately owned 
facilities by continually providing submarines back to the fleet below cost and ahead of schedule. 

I recently read a Meritorious Unit Commendation from Admiral Vern Clark, Chief of Naval Operations. 
The citation was dated May 12 2005 to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and read as follows: 

"For meritorious service from 1 1  September 2001 to 30 August 2004. The personnel of Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and tenant activities consistently and superbly performed their mission while establishing 
a phenomenal record of cost, schedule, quality and safety performance. The Shipyard embraced the One 
Shipyard Initiative and is leading the transformation of our Navy's nuclear ship maintenance base through 
innovation and the application of Lean industrial practices. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard personnel 
established new performance levels for submarine maintenance, modernization, and overhaul work by 
producing business results that are the benchmark among public and private sector nuclear shipyards. The 
Shipyard completed six major submarine availabilities early, exceeded Net Operating Result financial 
goals, reduced injuries by more than 50 percent and exceeded the Secretary of Defense's Fiscal Year 2006 
Stretch Goal for lost workday compensation rates two years early. Naval Shipyard Portsmouth's 
extraordinary performance is translating into increased U.S. Submarine Fleet readiness. By their 
unrelenting determination, perseverance, and steadfast devotion to duty, the officers, enlisted personnel, 
and civilian employees of Naval Shipyard Portsmouth reflected credit upon themselves and upheld the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service" 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is saving us "the taxpayers" money and provides a superior product back 
to the submarine fleet ahead of schedule. Why would anyone even consider closing a facility with this 
type of record! 

As Admiral Vern Clark stated Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the "benchmark among public and private 
sector nuclear shipyards". The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a facility that has demonstrated time and 
time again that it can perform its assigned duties while setting cost and schedule performance records in 
the defense of this country. 

Please, do not allow this facility to get caught up in a politically incorrect decision for closure. Review 
the performance data and recommend the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard remain open to continue to support 
the defense of our country. 



July 22, 2005 

Dana Stain Bm6: C#IwEmnig&Qa 
P.O. Box 541 
Rollinsford, NH 03869 

3UL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Tumer: 

I am writing today on behalf or retaining the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard but I would also like to thank 
you for your efforts in funning the 2005 BRAC Commission review in an open and pmfessional 
manner. 

I am glad you have had the opportunity to meet our team in Boston and now to see the shipyard as 
well. You will be able to see first hand why this issue is different in effect, both lccally and nationally, 
from dosure of a military base manned mainly by military personnel. Closing Portsmouth is a decision 
that we do not need this nuclear capable, Navy operated shipyard ever. The center of the issue is the 
future force size and the industrial capacity needed to maintain that force. The projected wrkload wer 
the years has always been uncertain with long term plans in constant flux as the fleet supports its 
operational commitments. As you have been shown, the Navy consistently underestimates its future 
needs but has always had the capacity to compensate for this in the past. I do not believe the reality of 
this is honestly understood at the higher levels of Navy and DoD. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Commissioner Skinner, 
~ e c e i v e d  

I am writing to you to express my sincere concern that the Portsmouth naval 
Shipyard is being considered for closure. I feel extremely nervous that our 
nation would choose to  close what by everyone's assessment is the best in 
the Nation. 

The workers at  the shipyard have worked hard to  earn the awards they have 
been given and they have saved this country millions of dollars and will 
continue if allowed to put out submarines that are top notch quality that 
keep our young men safe while they are at sea and gets them out to  sea 
instead of in a dry dock somewhere. 

Please don't tell the hard working men and women at  the shipyard that this 
country will settle for less than the best when it comes to the safety o f  our 
young men and women at  sea . That not only sets a terrible example around 
the country but certainly would af fect  the Nations ability to  get new 
recruits to join our submarine fleets. 

My husband works at  the shipyard and he has always been very proud to 
work there. He is of retirement age and in fact he could have retired three 
years ago but the fact that it has been a very interesting place to  work has 
kept him there. I f  the shipyard closes we will personally be ok but the 
precedence that it will set in our country that we will settle for less than 
the best when it comes to  the safety of our Nation. 

I also would like t o  mention that the workers at the shipyard are such such 
quality that right now they are being asked to  go to  Pearl Harbor to  help 
them with their nuclear license, if these workers are lost they will scatter 
t o  other jobs that will not include working for  the military af ter all why work 
so hard for  the military if they dismiss you even though you have done your 
very best to  become the very best. 

Thank You fo r  your time and Thank You for  serving the Country in the 
position you have taken on. I trust you will see the importance in keeping the 
Portsmouth naval Shipyard open fo r  the future of  our Country. 

Respectfully, Edwina Fogarty, Berwick Maine 



July 22,2005 

J X  2 6 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

I am bwiting today on behalf or retaining the Portsmouth Navd Shipyard but I w l d  also like to thank 
you for your efforts in running the 2005 BRAC Commission review in an open and professional 
manner. It is a credit to you, the commissioners and your staff. 

The projected Naval Shipyard W o a d  wer the years has always been uncertain with long term plans 
in constant flux as the fleet supports its operatlorial commitments and deals with unexpected 
requirements. As you have been shown, the Navy consistently underestimates its future needs but has 
W y s  had the capacity to compensate for this in the past. I do not believe the reality of this is honestly 
understood at the higher levels of Navy and DoD. 

While the 'Best Shipyard in the World" may not currently be in America, I believe the wwk we have 
done as a team at Portsmouth shows that it is not impossible. America needs to resist losing its 
manufaduring base, not by regulation but by promoting excellence. Portsmouth is a success story in 
American heavy industry and to dose it wuld be to punish initiative as wll as patriotism. 

Sincerely, 

Dana Stairs 



BRAC Commission 

July 21,2005 
JU 2 6  2005 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, Received 

I work at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and have for thirty two years and am a 
second generation shipyard worked. I have seen the shipyard go through many 
adversities but am proud to say that WE are survivors because we care about what we 
do, how we do it and most of all, we care about each other. The Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard is the best for a reason, We Care! We care about our work, we care about 
saving taxpayer's (our) money, and we care about our country. 

The war on terror is fvst and foremost on our minds. We are sending many of our 
young men and women to war and want nothing but the best equipment for them because 
we want them home safe. The shipyard has a great SUBSAFE program and has won the 
first in the nation VPP safety award. I'm sure by now, you are familiar with all that we 
have achieved. 

Our history is long and at times unbelievable. During World War I1 when my dad 
worked here, we were building submarines and launching them at an unbelievable pace. 
That determination and pride in what we do was instilled by our parents and grandparents 
and we will continue to do the same for our children. 

I just want you to know that it would be an unbelievable travesty to shut us down. We 
not only work at PNS but are sent to many places at other shipyards to help them get on 
track with their overhauls so that they too can get the subs out and on patrol to protect us 
and our country fiom our enemies. 

Please Commissioner Skinner, help us continue to fight our enemies of the world. 

Very respectfully, 

Gerard ~ o ~ & t y  (yipefi&r) 
14 Tall Pine Road 
Berwick, Maine 03901 



July 22,2005 

Dana Stairs 
P.O. Box 541 
Rdlinswd, NH 03889 

BRAC Coinmission 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Newton: 

I am *ling today on behalf or retaining the Portsmouth Navd Shipyard but I w l d  also like to thank 
you for your effork in running the 2005 BRAC Commission review in an open and professional 
manner. 

I am glad you have had the opportunity to meet our teem, both at the shipyard and in Boston, and have 
been able to see first hand  MI^ this issue is different in effect, both locally and nationally, from dosure 
of a military base manned mainly by military personnel. Closing Portsmouth is a decision that w do 
not need this nuclear capable, Navy operated shipyard m. The center of the issue is the future force 
size and the industrial capacity needed to maintain that force. The projected workload wer the years 
has a h y s  been uncertain with long term plans in constant flux as the fket supports its operational 
commitments. As you have been s h m ,  the Navy consistently underestimates its future needs but 
has ahnrays had the capacity to wpensate for this in the past. I do not believe the reality of this is 
honestly understood at the higher levels of Navy and DoD. 

Sincerely, 

Dana Stairs 



BRAC Coinmission 
bear Commissioner Gehman, 

JUL 2 6  2005 
I am writing to you to express my sincere concern that the Portsmouth naval 

jge'ved 
Shipyard is being considered for closure. I feel extremely nervous at our 
nation would choose to close what by everyone's assessment is the best in 
the Nation. 

The workers at the shipyard have worked hard to earn the awards they have 
been given and they have saved this country millions of dollars and will 
continue if allowed to put out submarines that are top notch quality that 
keep our young men safe while they are a t  sea and gets them out to  sea 
instead of in a dry dock somewhere. 

Please don't tell the hard working men and women at the shipyard that this 
country wi l l  settle for  less than the best when it comes to  the safety of our 
young men and women at sea . That not only sets a terrible example around 
the country but certainly would affect the Nations ability to  get new 
recruits to  join our submarine fleets. 

My husband works at the shipyard and he has always been very proud to 
work there. He is of retirement age and in fact he could have retired three 
years ago but the fact that it has been a very interesting place to work has 
kept him there. I f  the shipyard closes we will personally be ok but the 
precedence that it will set in our country that we wil l  settle for less than 
the best when it comes to the safety of our Nation. 

I also would like to  mention that the workers a t  the shipyard are such such 
quality that right now they are being asked to go to Pearl Harbor t o  help 
them with their nuclear license, if these workers are lost they will scatter 
to other jobs that wil l  not include working for  the military af ter all why work 
so hard for the military if they dismiss you even though you have done your 
very best t o  become the very best. 

Thank You for  your time and Thank You for serving the Country in the 
position you have taken on. I trust you wil l  see the importance in keeping the 
Portsmouth naval Shipyard open for the future of our Country. 

Respectfully, Edwina Fogarty, Berwick Maine 



Dear Commissioner Turner, JUL 26 2005 
~ e c e i v e d  

I am writing to you to express my sincere concern that the Portsmouth naval 
Shipyard is being considered for  closure. I feel extremely nervous that our 
nation would choose to close what by everyone's assessment is the best in 
the Nation. 

The workers at the shipyard have worked hard to earn the awards they have 
been given and they have saved this country millions of dollars and will 
continue if allowed to put out submarines that are top notch quality that 
keep our young men safe while they are at sea and gets them out to  sea 
instead o f  in a dry dock somewhere. 

Please don't tell the hard working men and women at the shipyard that this 
country will settle fo r  less than the best when it comes to  the safety of our 
young men and women a t  sea . That not only sets a terrible example around 
the country but certainly would affect the Nations ability to get new 
recruits to  join our submarine fleets. 

My husband works a t  the shipyard and he has always been very proud to 
work there. He is of retirement age and in fact he could have retired three 
years ago but the fact that it has been a very interesting place to work has 
kept him there. I f  the shipyard closes we will personally be ok but the 
precedence that it will set in our country that we will settle for less than 
the best when it comes to the safety of our Nation. 

I also would like to mention that the workers a t  the shipyard are such such 
quality that right now they are being asked to go to Pearl Harbor to help 
them with their nuclear license, if these workers are lost they will scatter 
to  other jobs that will not include working for the military after all why work 
so hard for the military if they dismiss you even though you have done your 
very best to  become the very best. 

Thank You for  your time and Thank You for serving the Country in the 
position you have taken on. I trust you will see the importance in keeping the 
Portsmouth naval Shipyard open for the future of our Country. 

Respectfully, Edwina Fogarty, Berwick Maine 



BRAC Cornrnissioll 

~ u l y  2 1,2005 
JUL 2 6 2005 

Dear Commissioner Hill, Received 

I work at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and have for thirty two years and am a 
second generation shipyard worked. I have seen the shipyard go through many 
adversities but am proud to say that WE are survivors because we care about what we 
do, how we do it and most of all, we care about each other. The Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard is the best for a reason, We Care! We care about our work, we care about 
saving taxpayer's (our) money, and we care about our country. 

The war on terror is first and foremost on our minds. We are sending many of our 
young men and women to war and want nothing but the best equipment for them because 
we want them home safe. The shipyard has a great SUBSAFE program and has won the 
first in the nation VPP safety award. I'm sure by now, you are familiar with all that we 
have achieved. 

Our history is long and at times unbelievable. During World War I1 when my dad 
worked here, we were building submarines and launching them at an unbelievable pace. 
That determination and pride in what we do was instilled by our parents and grandparents 
and we will continue to do the same for our children. 

I just want you to know that it would be an unbelievable travesty to shut us down. We 
not only work at PNS but are sent to many places at other shipyards to help them get on 
track with their overhauls so that they too can get the subs out and on patrol to protect us 
and our country from our enemies. 

Please Commissioner Hill, help us continue to fight our enemies of the world. 

Very respectfully, 

Gerard ~ o g a r t ~ y ~ i ~ e f i t t e r )  
14 Tall Pine Road 
Berwick, Maine 03901 



BRAC Commission 

Dear Commissioner Hill, JUL 2 6  
Beceived 

I am writing to  you to  express my sincere concern that the ~ortsmo&ff~#$al 
Shipyard is being considered for  closure. I feel extremely nervous that our 
nation would choose to  close what by everyone's assessment is the best in 
the Nation. 

The workers a t  the shipyard have worked hard to  earn the awards they have 
been given and they have saved this country millions of dollars and will 
continue if allowed to put out submarines that are top notch quality that 
keep our young men safe while they are at sea and gets them out t o  sea 
instead of in a dry dock somewhere. 

Please don't tell the hard working men and women at the shipyard that this 
country will settle fo r  less than the best when it comes t o  the safety of our 
young men and women at sea . That not only sets a terrible example around 
the country but certainly would affect the Nations ability to  get new 
recruits to  join our submarine fleets. 

My husband works at the shipyard and he has always been very proud to  
work there. He is of  retirement age and in fact he could have retired three 
years ago but the fact that it has been a very interesting place to  work has 
kept him there. I f  the shipyard closes we will personally be ok but the 
precedence that it will set in our country that we will settle for  less than 
the best when it comes to the safety of our Nation. 

I also would like t o  mention that the workers at  the shipyard are such such 
quality that right now they are being asked to  go t o  Pearl Harbor t o  help 
them wi th  their nuclear license, if these workers are lost they will scatter 
to  other jobs that will not include working for the military af ter all why work 
so hard for  the military if they dismiss you even though you have done your 
very best to  become the very best. 

Thank You fo r  your time and Thank You for  serving the Country in the 
position you have taken on. I trust you will see the importance in keeping the 
Portsmouth naval Shipyard open for  the future of our Country. 

Respectfully, Edwina Fogarty, Berwick Maine 



JUL 2 6 2005 
Dear Commissioner Principi, 

Received 
I work at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and have for thirty two years and am a 

second generation shipyard worked. I have seen the shipyard go through many 
adversities but am proud to say that WE are survivors because we care about what we 
do, how we do it and most of all, we care about each other. The Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard is the best for a reason, We Care! We care about our work, we care about 
saving taxpayer's (our) money, and we care about our country. 

The war on terror is first and foremost on our minds. We are sending many of our 
young men and women to war and want nothing but the best equipment for them because 
we want them home safe. The shipyard has a great SUBSAFE program and has won the 
first in the nation VPP safety award. I'm sure by now, you are familiar with all that we 
have achieved. 

Our history is long and at times unbelievable. During World War I1 when my dad 
worked here, we were building submarines and launching them at an unbelievable pace. 
That determination and pride in what we do was instilled by our parents and grandparents 
and we will continue to do the same for our children. 

I just want you to know that it would be an unbelievable travesty to shut us down. We 
not only work at PNS but are sent to many places at other shipyards to help them get on 
track with their overhauls so that they too can get the subs out and on patrol to protect us 
and our country fiom our enemies. 

Please commissioner Principi, help us continue to fight our enemies of the world. 

Very respectfully, 

Gerard Fogarty vipefittkr) 
14 Tall Pine Road 
Berwick, Maine 03901 



I BRAC Commission 

July 2 1,2005 JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

I work at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and have for thirty two years and am a 
second generation shipyard worked. I have seen the shipyard go through many 
adversities but am proud to say that WE are swivors because we care about what we 
do, how we do it and most of all, we care about each other. The Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard is the best for a reason, We Care! We care about our work, we care about 
saving taxpayer's (our) money, and we care about our country. 

The war on terror is first and foremost on our minds. We are sending many of our 
young men and women to war and want nothing but the best equipment for them because 
we want them home safe. The shipyard has a great SUBSAFE program and has won the 
first in the nation VPP safety award. I'm sure by now, you are familiar with all that we 
have achieved. 

Our history is long and at times unbelievable. During World War I1 when my dad 
worked here, we were building submarines and launching them at an unbelievable pace. 
That determination and pride in what we do was instilled by our parents and grandparents 
and we will continue to do the same for our children. 

I just want you to know that it would be an unbelievable travesty to shut us down. We 
not only work at PNS but are sent to many places at other shipyards to help them get on 
track with their overhauls so that they too can get the subs out and on patrol to protect us 
and our country fiom our enemies. 

1 Please Commissioner Hansen, help us continue to fight our enemies of the world. 

I Very respectfully, 

JtkwJ! 6 ~ -  
Gerard Fogarty ( efitter 
14 Tall Pine Road 
Berwick, Maine 0390 1 





BRAC Commission 
July 21,2005 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Dear Commissioner Coyle, Received 

I work at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and have for thirty two years and am a 
second generation shipyard worked. I have seen the shipyard go through many 
adversities but am proud to say that WE are survivors because we care about what we 
do, how we do it and most of all, we care about each other. The Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard is the best for a reason, We Care! We care about ow work, we care about 
saving taxpayer's (our) money, and we care about ow country. 

The war on terror is first and foremost on ow minds. We are sending many of ow 
young men and women to war and want nothing but the best equipment for them because 
we want them home safe. The shipyard has a great SUBSAFE program and has won the 
first in the nation VPP safety award. I'm sure by now, you are familiar with all that we 
have achieved. 

Ow history is long and at times unbelievable. During World War I1 when my dad 
worked here, we were building submarines and launching them at an unbelievable pace. 
That determination and pride in what we do was instilled by ow parents and grandparents 
and we will continue to do the same for our children. 

I just want you to know that it would be an unbelievable travesty to shut us down. We 
not only work at PNS but are sent to many places at other shipyards to help them get on 
track with their overhauls so that they too can get the subs out and on patrol to protect us 
and ow country from our enemies. 

Please Commissioner Coyle, help us continue to fight ow enemies of the world. 

Very respectfully, 

Gerard Fogarty ( ~ e f i & r )  
14 Tall Pine Road 
Benvick, Maine 03901 



BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6 2005 20 July 2005 

Dear Commissioner Newton, Received 

I am writing this letter to express my personal concerns, fears and thoughts 

regarding closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. I have been a New Hampshire 

seacoast resident and employee at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, since graduating 

college, almost 19 years. My degree is in Nuclear Engineering and I have worked the 

majority of my career at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard refueling submarines. I take 

great pride in my work and in supporting the Navy. The best compliment I ever received 

was given at a meeting convened with the Shipyard Commander to discuss issues 

regarding the base day care center. After presenting my concerns and asking several 

very pointed questions, I was asked if I was a refueler. Yes I said proudly. Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard refuelers are well known for our high standards and questioning 

attitude. Why is this important, it is important because the work that is accomplished by 

the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard directly affects National Security. High standards and 

questioning attitude delivers submarines back to the Navy safely and on time. In the 

world that we live in today (with a war in Iraq and national threats on our country) I 

cannot understand how closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (a Nuclear Facility 

capable of overhauling and refueling one of the finest weapons the Navy has to offer, 

i.e., the Nuclear submarine) could be even remotely considered. I do not understand 

how the cost savings associated with the closing of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

could possibly be worth the risk of reducing the Navy's flexibility to have on hand a 

requisite quality nuclear submarine repair, refuel and overhaul facility. 

I am writing this letter not just to tell you how my family and I will be affected if the 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is closed, but also to express my fears for our country and 

it's security. What we do at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard cannot be duplicated or 

replicated easily elsewhere. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the Navy's best Nuclear 

Submarine Maintenance Facility. Such facilities are not created overnight, they evolve 

under great leadership and dedicated and experienced employees. They learn and 

grow from their mistakes and mistakes of other facilities. Closing the Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard diminishes the Navy's ability and flexibility to continue to overhaul and refuel 



nuclear submarines safely, and deliver them on time and at or below cost. It decreases 

the Navy's ability to call on the knowledge of experienced leadership, experienced 

engineers, and experienced mechanics when problems arise, and problems will arise. I 

feel this loss in flexibility, knowledge and experience will result in a small but crucial 

sacrifice to the Navy's ability to protect this country and our nation. A sacrifice I do not 

agree is worth accepting for the sake of saving a small amount of money over a 20-year 

period. 

On a more personal level, there is a part of me that grieves at the thought of 

having to leave something so familiar, something that has offered me so much, 

something I have become a part of (the Shipyard family as it is often called). My 

thoughts are I will fight the battle, doing what I can do to save the shipyard and if it be 

so, I will be the last to leave, they will have to push me out the gate. I know I won't be 

alone though. 

I have the usual worries: What will I do? Will I be able to find another job in the 

area making similar pay? What will happen to the seacoast area? Will I have to move 

my school age children away from their father, their schools, and their friends? I know I 

do not want to leave the area, and will only do that as a last resort. I know competition 

will be high and jobs scarce, but I would consider a severe pay cut, going back to 

college for career change, moving to a smaller house, before I'd think of heading to 

Puget Sound, Portsmouth Virginia, or Pearl Harbor. My heart and home are in New 

England and at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would be a grave mistake, not just 

because of the loss to the employees of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and the 

surrounding communities that benefit from the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard but also 

because of the loss it will render to homeland and national security. I implore you to do 

everything in your power to maintain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard a vital asset for the 

Navy. 

Sincerely, 

A -+- 
Michelle Lundgren 
85 Melbourne Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 



BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6  
Received 



JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 
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July 20,2005 

General James T. Hill, USA(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 6 200s 
kceived 

Dear Commissioner Hill, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



1 Dear Commissioner Gehman, 

Neal H. Stacy 
75 Longlull Road C Commission 
Dover, New ~am~shig%%320 
July 21, 2005 

JUL 2 6  
Received 

My name is Neal Stacy. I am a welding engineer with 26 years experience at Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard. Please allow me to present my opinions on the present state of lhtt BRAC process. I do 
not intend to go on about the jobs and income lost or other economic factors, nor will I go on about 
red and blue states. I believe you have had enough of that! There are, however, some issues I believe 
have not been covered appropriately up to this point. 

On May 13, my colleagues and I were very disappointed that PNS was slated for closure. Beyond 
that, we were shocked to learn that Sub Base New London was also on the closure list. The 
combined closure of these facilities is a slap in the face to the submarine service. In my biased 
opinion, the strategy of fewer submarines is in direct opposition to any sort of national security. It is 
the continued culture of techca l  superiority versus numbers -- not the best option if you have to be 
in many places at once. If promised ships are late in overhaul, it doesn't matter how close they are to 
the field of battle, they are still unavailable. Stealth still has a place in the post-Cold War world. Atld 
the Los Angeles class submarine is the unmatched master of stealth at sea. 

This week we learned that our colleagues at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard will not have to endure the 
pain of BRAC. That is a positive thing for Portsmouth, not a negative one as we are part of the same 
team and compkmelrt each other. The myth of "excess capaciiy" is just that in our unstable world. 
To permanently lose the drydock and/or repair ability of any facility, public or private, is certain 
folly. The BRAC recommendations were expected to make changes away from the Cold War setup 
leading to a force structure able tu meet the r ~ e d s  of "ow- p~eseiit and future situation." The DUD 
has come on line and said that PNS and SUBBASE NLON will never be needed again. That is 
similar to saying the world will never change again. This just doesn't pass the common sense test for 
me. 

Finally, DOD expects a high percenlage oC us efficient PNS workers lo pick up stakes and move 
wherever they want us to go. It has become clear that only a low percentage will be willing to 
relocate to Norfolk, King's Bay or Puget. From a military culture standpoint, I can see this attitude 
surprises some. But from the position of a died-in-the-wool Yankee with very deep roots, I do not 
see the appeal of uprooting my family and taking off to a place of great cultural, meteorological, and 
density difference. We like living here, and that is one of the reasons why we do our job so well. 
Send us somewhere else, and I'm afraid you will be d i s a p n t e d  with the results. 

It appears the DOD BRAC recommendations were made in a manner ihai a large corporation would 
downsize to save money or to provide greater stockholder dividends. While we should nm an 
efficient organization and give the taxpayer a fair return, a strong national defense cannot be 
successfully operated in this bottom-line manner. 

Thank you for your time, 

~*4iGj--- 
1 Neal H. S lacy 

w I 



Maurene R. Keough 
43 Mast Road Extension - Unit # 1 

Ford's Landing Condominiums 
Dover, NH 03820 

G a m r n i ~ s i . ~  

JuL 26  2005 
July 2 1 , 2 0 0 5 ~ m i ~ e d  

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street - Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Attn: Commissioner Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr. 

Dear BRAC Commissioner Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.: 

RE: Recommended Closure of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

This letter is in support of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, ME. 

I do not work there nor do I have a friend or relative employed there. 

I'm supporting the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard because it makes good sense. 

You've heard the skewed numbers and figures from the US Navy and GAO. You've 
heard the corrected numbers from representatives from NH and ME and the shipyard. 

I want to emphasize that the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard: 
1. Completes work on time and even ahead of schedule. 
2. Completes work under budget, 
3. Produces work of the highest quality. 
4. Has an outstanding safety record. 
5. Is a strategically located East Coast facility. 

There had already been much discussion about Pearl Harbor versus Portsmouth. 
My thinking is: 

It does not have to be either one or the other. Both should remain open. 

I see the two as sewarate facilities fillina different niches of the ship repair market. 

I see Pearl Harbor as the repair facility for the Pacific fleet dealing with North Korea. 

I see Portsmouth as the preeminent East Coast repair facility for the naval fleet guarding 
the North Atlantic and with quicker access to and from the Middle East and Europe. 

There is great controversy regarding overcapacity now and for the future. With threats 
from North Korea and the Middle East, I really question whether or not the United States 
should even be entertaining thoughts of downsizing military facilities b~ number or size. 

Too many military facilities in New England have been closed-Otis, Pease, Loring, etc. 



I believe that New England and the Northeast are already militarily under-protected. 

Since 2001, I've wondered if the decision to hijack planes from Logan International 
Airport for the 9-1 1 attack on NYC was connected to a perceived idea that there 
wouldn't be USAF fighter jets in the Greater Boston area that could intercept and/or 
shoot them down before they accomplished their mission. 

As you make your decision, also bear in mind that: 
1. Closure of any facility costs millions of dollars. 
2. Closure of a facility is an irreversible action. 

Very truly yours, 

Maurene R. Keough 
A Very Concerned Citizen 



BRAC Commission 
Maurene R. Keough 

43 Mast Road Extension - Unit # 1 
Ford's Landing Condomlniums 

Dover, NH 03820 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

July 21. 2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street - Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Attn: Anthony J. Principi, BRAC Commission Chairman 

Dear BRAC Commission Chairman Principi: 

RE: Recommended Closure of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

This letter is in support of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, ME. 

I do not work there nor do I have a friend or relative employed there. 

I'm supporting the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard because it makes good sense. 

You've heard the skewed numbers and figures from the US Navy and GAO. You've 
heard the corrected numbers from representatives from NH and ME and the shipyard. 

I want to emphasize that the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard: 
1. Completes work on time and even ahead of schedule. 
2. Completes work under budget, 
3. Produces work of the highest quality. 
4. Has an outstanding safety record. 
5. Is a strategically located East Coast facility. 

There had already been much discussion about Pearl Harbor versus Portsmouth. 
My thinking is: 

It does not have to be either one or the other. Both should remain open. 

I see the two as sewarate facilities fillina different niches of the ship repair market. 

I see Pearl Harbor as the repair facility for the Pacific fleet dealing with North Korea. 

I see Portsmouth as the preeminent East Coast repair facility for the naval fleet guarding 
the North Atlantic and with quicker access to and from the Middle East and Europe. 

There is great controversy regarding overcapacity now and for the future. With threats 
from North Korea and the Middle East, I really question whether or not the United States 
should even be entertaining thoughts of downsizing military facilities & number or a. 
Too many military facilities in New England have been closed-Otis, Pease, Loring, etc. 



I believe that New England and the Northeast are already militarily under-protected. 

Since 2001, I've wondered if the decision to hijack planes from Logan International 
Airport for the 9-1 1 attack on NYC was connected to a perceived idea that there 
wouldn't be USAF fighter jets in the Greater Boston area that could intercept and/or 
shoot them down before they accomplished their mission. 

As you make your decision, also bear in mind that: 
1. Closure of any facility costs millions of dollars. 
2. Closure of a facility is an irreversible action. 

Very truly yours, 

Maurene R. Keough 0 

A Very Concerned Citizen 



July 22, 2005 

Defense Base Closure Realignment Commissioner 
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

PO Box 114 
South Berwick, ME 03908-01 14 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6  2O@ 
Received 

Dear Commissioner: 

The number and consideration that must be given in base closing decisions is what does it 
mean to the defense of our country? Nothing else really matters, not cost cutting or saving 
money, which is often touted as significant rationale to close a location. American defense has 
to be number one priority. 

That is why I find it so difficult to understand why the Portsmouth Naval Yard is being so 
seriously considered for closing. 

The yard has a long, long history of superior work. Work that is not just superior, but comes in 
on schedule and without any cost overruns. That is due to a dedicated, hard working, proud 
group of people from top to bottom. 

One need only to look atxe many awards presented to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard to 
prove that it should not be closed. 

Respectfully, .// ,- 
William Schummrick 



July 20,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

&MAG @,mi,, 

JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Turner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Principi, 

I am writing to inform you of the impact closure of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard will make to my 
family, town and the local area. I am a shipyard worker with 17 years service in the DOD. I am 48 
years old and fear I will be laid off prior to reaching minimum retirement age and tenure. This will 
have a severe impact on my family, as I will most likely be forced from my home since I will no longer 
be able to afford to live there. The shipyard provides an income I would never be able to match in the 
local area in time of poor economy high taxes and high gas prices. I have a son who will be ready for 
college in two years, I would not be able to provide any further education funding as a result of my job 
loss and the potential of unemployment. I work in a very specialized field that involves a high degree 
of training and experience. It is a field that would not be something that I could stay in the area and 
find a job in. I was laid off due to a reduction in force in 1994. At that time I did not find work in my 
field and was forced to leave the state and pursue work in another field just to try and stay with the 
DOD and continue working toward a retirement. It was an awful experience, uprooting my family to 
move to a place I didn't like and into a field of work I didn't know. It also cost me dearly in the way of 
real estate losses as a result of base closure of Pease Air Force Base. Because of my last experience 
with a government move I don't believe I will be willing to do it again. Instead 1'11 have to scale back 
possibly be re-trained at the governments expense and seek employment with a severe loss of income. 

The effect on the local towns will be extensive as well. I expect the loss of this many jobs will have a 
tremendous impact on town budgets in the way of unpaid taxes and the loss of government funding of 
schools in close proximity to government installations. Many local towns receive a lot of money for 
education as a result of PNS. 

The loss of millions of dollars of annual income will have a tremendous impact to the local economy 
as well. I fully expect my wife's job in the service industry to be in jeopardy as well since closure of 
PNS would mean a big belt tightening for everyone. To an already struggling business I foresee 
bankruptcy. 

Some look at the changes at Pease and don't see PNS closure as an impact. They think condos, more 
homes and commercial real estate on the closed yard is the answer. What they don't see is the EPA 
superfund site that our current environmentally unfriendly administration won't fund to clean up. 
When I left PNS in 1994 I went to work overseeing EPA superfund contracts. I would have been laid 
off in my new field because of Bush's total lack of regard for the environment and lack of EPA funding 
had I not been able to come back to PNS. I fully expect that if the shipyard could be released back to 
the local government for new development, they will have to pay the lion's share of the cleanup. When 
the loss of redevelopment of the old Naval prison happened several years ago, I asked the Shipyard 
Commander about going forward with redevelopment and was told that the area had a very large 
amount of available commercial real estate and that they had no interest in the potential property. I 
just don't see why anyone would want to live and raise their kids on a former hazardous waste site. I 
look at the Army tank engine facility in Stratford, CT which was just down the street from the 



superfund site I worked and see a site that the government has yet to clean up or release to the local 
town and fully expect the same for PNS. 

I also fear the loss of military presence in the Northeast will open the door to more terrorism. 91 1 
started here in Maine, They saw our weaknesses and took advantage. When we lose our Naval and Air 
Force presence here in New England were leaving the door wide open and leaving the east coast weak 
and open to an unknown threat. 

PNS base closure just doesn't make sense due to the major impact to the local area and security of our 
country. It doesn't make sense to close a profitable, cost reducing, safe facility to shift the same work 
to another less efficient facility. It reeks of bad politics by an administration intent on pay back to a 
region of the country that the majority doesn't agree with thier views and don't support there idea's. 
Closure of YARD is irreversible. Closing the Yard results in loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. Once closed the yard will never be reopened and all our 
dedication and experience will be gone! 

Sincerely, 

K.T. LeBoutillier 
NDT Engineering 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 



Mary Beth & James K. Turcotte a ~ h C ,  (:a@iasiaR 

5 1 Wild Dunes Way, Unit 3 
Old Orchard Beach, ME 04064 

July 20,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC Commissioners: 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr., USN(Ret) 
The Honorable James V. Hansen 
General James T. Hill, USA(Ret) 
General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF(Ret) 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF(Ret) 

This letter is in regard to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNS) closure. The PNS has 
consistently been a driving force in repair of war ships and ultimately defense of our 
nation. 

Their performance schedule is highly rated; costs are lower than other bases, quality of 
work performed out standing and safety records honorable. Once the PNS is closed it is 
irreversible and will result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars for residents in 
the Northeast. Why close a base with a superior performance record? In this time of 
world war and turmoil how will the citizens of the Northeast and across the United States 
be protect upon attack? 

Please reconsider your decision to close the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard the lives of 
millions depend upon your decision. 

Mary Beth and James Turcotte 



BRAC Commission 

19 July 2005 

Dear Commissioner Turner 

JUL 2 2 2005 
Hece~ved 

Why is the military abandoning Northern New England? 

First it was the Air Force. 
Now, if the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard closes, it will signal an abandoning of the 
military from Northern New England in general and Portsmouth NH & Kittery ME in 
particular. 

As a Boy Scout leader, I will abandon the promotion of military service and duty to my 
boy scouts. 
I will also abandon any involvements with the VFW, AMVETS, AMERICAN LEGION, 
or any other military related fundraiser. I will no longer attend, participate or support any 
functions with a military theme. I will no longer encourage my scouts to place flags on 
veteran's graves and participate in the Memorial Day parade. 

Why? Because the SECDEF Rumsfeld and the Bush Administration chose to abandon 
us, therefore, I abandon them. 

If the purpose of BRAC is to save money for the war on terrorism, then why is the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard slated for closure? 
What corporation, in its right mind, would shutter the only facility that saves money, thus 
helping the war on terror? 

Please give your utmost consideration in keeping the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard alive 
and well. 

I truly do not want to abandon our military 

Very truly, 

4 f i  
GUY & Anita Can&# 
3 Ground Nut Hirl ~ o a d  
Cape Neddick, ME 03902 



BRAC Commission 

19 July 2005 

Dear Chairman Principi 

JUL 2 2 20% 
Received 

Why is the military abandoning Northern New England? 

First it was the Air Force. 
Now, if the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard closes, it will signal an abandoning of the 
military from Northern New England in general and Portsmouth NH & Kittery ME in 
particular. 

As a Boy Scout leader, I will abandon the promotion of military service and duty to my 
boy scouts. 
I will also abandon any involvements with the VFW, AMVETS, AMERICAN LEGION, 
or any other military related fundraiser. I will no longer attend, participate or support any 
functions with a military theme. I will no longer encourage my scouts to place flags on 
veteran's graves and participate in the Memorial Day parade. 

Why? Because the SECDEF Rumsfeld and the Bush Administration chose to abandon 
us, therefore, I abandon them. 

If the purpose of BRAC is to save money for the war on terrorism, then why is the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard slated for closure? 
What corporation, in its right mind, would shutter the only facility that saves money, thus 
helping the war on terror? 

Please give your utmost consideration in keeping the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard alive 
and well. 

I truly do not want to abandon our military. 

Very truly, 

9 0  
GUY Anita Cantma 
3 Ground Nut Hill ~ 0 . d  
cape Neddick, ME 03902 



BRAC Commission 

19 July 2005 JUL 2 2 2005 
Dear Commissioner Hansen Y e ~ ~ l v p r i  

Why is the military abandoning Northern New England? 

First it was the Air Force. 
Now, if the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard closes, it will signal an abandoning of the 
military from Northern New England in general and Portsmouth NH & Kittery ME in 
particular. 

As a Boy Scout leader, 1 will abandon the promotion of military service and duty to my 
boy scouts. 
I will also abandon any involvements with the VFW, AMVETS, AMERICAN LEGION, 
or any other military related fundraiser. I will no longer attend, participate or support any 
functions with a military theme. I will no longer encourage my scouts to place flags on 
veteran's graves and participate in the Memorial Day parade. 

Why? Because the SECDEF Rumsfeld and the Bush Administration chose to abandon 
us, therefore, I abandon them. 

If the purpose of BRAC is to save money for the war on terrorism, then why is the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard slated for closure? 
What corporation, in its right mind, would shutter the only facility that saves money, thus 
helping the war on terror? 

Please give your utmost consideration in keeping the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard alive 
and well. 

I truly do not want to abandon our military. 

Very truly, 

4 
Guy a Anita Carib 

Ground Nut R- 
cape Neddick, I& 63902 



-- 

19 July 2005 

RRAC Commission 

JUL 2 2 2005 
Dear Commissioner Newton Received 

Why is the military abandoning Northern New England? 

First it was the Air Force. 
Now, if the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard closes, it will signal an abandoning of the 
military from Northern New England in general and Portsmouth NH & Kittery ME in 
particular. 

As a Boy Scout leader, I will abandon the promotion of military service and duty to my 
boy scouts. 
T will also abandon any involvements with the VFW, AMVETS, AMERICAN LEGION, 
or any other military related fundraiser. I will no longer attend, participate or support any 
functions with a military theme. I will no longer encourage my scouts to place flags on 
veteran's graves and participate in the Memorial Day parade. 

Why? Because the SECDEF Rumsfeld and the Bush Administration chose to abandon 
us, therefore, I abandon them. 

If the purpose of BRAC is to save money for the war on terrorism, then why is the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard slated for closure? 
What corporation, in its right mind, would shutter the only facility that saves money, thus 
helping the war on terror? 

Please give your utmost consideration in keeping the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard alive 
and well. 

I truly do not want to abandon our military. 



Page 1 of 1 

Dear Sir: 
My name is Milan Marich and I live in Portsmouth, 

Hampshire. I am writing this letter in support of our shipyard and it is my 
hope that you consider removing our shipyard from the closure list. I worked 
at the Pearl Harbor Shipyard for 11 years and then moved here and worked at  
the Portsmouth yard for 8 years after which I retired. Both shipyards were 
excellent places for me to work and in these scary times I feel neither yard 
should be closed. Should the closure list go through, New England would be 
lacking for protection. Please consider my support in your decision. This 
seacoast area is the best and I would hate to see it suffer because of any 
closure. 

With Best Regards 
r Y k i C d M w e / t \  

Milan Marich 
3 15 Coolidge Dr 
Portsmouth, NH 

0380 1 
6034220859 
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Milan Marich 
RRAC 

Dear Sir: JuL 2 2 2005 
My name is Milan Marich and I live in Portsmouth New 

Hampshire. I am writing this letter in support of our shipyar$e&bdit is my 
hope that you consider removing our shipyard from the closure list. I worked 
at the Pearl Harbor Shipyard for 1 1  years and then moved here and worked at 
the Portsmouth yard for 8 years after which I retired. Both shipyards were 
excellent places for me to work and in these scary times I feel neither yard 
should be closed. Should the closure list go through, New England would be 
lacking for protection. Please consider my support in your decision. This 
seacoast area is the best and I would hate to see it suffer because of any 
closure. 

With Best Regards mc~*\ mwW&v4 
Milan Marich 
3 1 5  Coolidge Dr 
Portsmouth, NH 

0380 1 
6034220859 
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Milan Marich RRAC Commission 

Dear Sir: 
My name is Milan Marich and I live in Portsrnouthj~SrJa.wr~ 

Hampshire. I am writing this letter in support of our shipyard and it is my 
hope that you consider removing our shipyard from the closure list. I worked 
at the Pearl Harbor Shipyard for 11 years and then moved here and worked at 
the Portsmouth yard for 8 years after which I retired. Both shipyards were 
excellent places for me to work and in these scary times I feel neither yard 
should be closed. Should the closure list go through, New England would be 
lacking for protection, Please consider my support in your decision. This 
seacoast area is the best and I would hate to see it suffer because of any 
closure. 

With Best Regards 

M ; Q e y ~ 4  
Milan Marich 
3 15 Coolidge Dr 
Portsmouth, NH 

0380 1 
6034220859 



July 19,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BIZAC Commission 

JUL 2 2 2005 
Beceivea 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

Hopefully, this letter is one of ten thousand that you and the other commission members will have to read 
before making your final decision on whether to close The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. 

1 have been employed here since 1987. Since that time, several attempts have been made at closing this 
facility. I believe this time you will succeed. Never, have I seen such politics involved. It is said, "we no 
longer enjoy the political horsepower we once had". Whether you voted for our President or not makes no 
difference. We in New England perceive the political atmosphere as hazardous to our health and welfare. 

Since 1967 I have enjoyed life in Maine while earning my living doing what made America great. 
Industry! You know, making things! Remember the good old days when Dad went to work and Mom 
raised the children? Of course you know those days are long gone and here in New England, the 
American dream is gone unless you sacrifice your children to day care centers. Real Industry in America 
is just about dead thanks to some very shady deals our politicians and industrial leaders made. No major 
industry that offers real benefits even considers Maine because of the winter weather, only retiree's and 
the wealthy come to Maine. 

Through this all, Southern Maine's only lasting place of employment has been The Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard. I can't begin to think of how many kids went to college, how many new cars were purchased, 
how many families actually bought their own house, or how many people got the medical attention 
everyone deserves because of this shipyard. In return, many gave up time with their families to help keep 
America secure. We, at Portsmouth, are very proud of our record. The most productive, the cheapest, the 
safest and the fastest. What kind of message does this send to every worker in America? Basically, it says 
it doesn't matter what you do or how productive you are. Business1 government has become too big when 
<he people aren't in the formula for success. The money DoD expects to save by this round of BKAC is 
but a mere drop in the bucket. But this drop is so devastating to the Americans involved. 

I hope you will consider all of the issues when you make your fateful decision on whether to destroy a 
work place that has been a shining star for The United States of America. 

Sincerely, 

- ; i . w d / I J S  
Howard J. ~ a 6 o n  
Non-Destructive Testing Engineering Technician 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
Kittery, Me. 
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Milan Marich BRAC Commission 

Dear Sir: 
JUL 2 2 2005 

. , 
My name is Milan Marich and I live in Portsmouth, I@%!vea 

Hampshire. I am writing this letter in support of our shipyard and it is my 
hope that you consider removing our shipyard from the closure list. I worked 
at the Pearl Harbor Shipyard for 11 years and then moved here and worked at 
the Portsmouth yard for 8 years after which I retired. Both shipyards were 
excellent places for me to work and in these scary times I feel neither yard 
should be closed. Should the closure list go through, New England would be 
lacking for protection. Please consider my support in your decision. This 
seacoast area is the best and I would hate to see it suffer because of any 
closure. 

With Best Regards 

~ ~ - ~ & - c c c ~ l  ilan Marich 

3 15 Coolidge Dr 
Portsmouth, NH 

0380 1 
6034220859 
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BRAG Coin~nlssion 
Milan Marich 

1 
Dear Sir: Received 

My name is Milan Marich and I live in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. I am writing this letter in support of our shipyard and it is my 
hope that you consider removing our shipyard from the closure list. I worked 
at the Pearl Harbor Shipyard for 11 years and then moved here and worked at 
the Portsmouth yard for 8 years after which I retired. Both shipyards were 
excellent places for me to work and in these scary times I feel neither yard 
should be closed. Should the closure list go through, New England would be 
lacking for protection. Please consider my support in your decision. This 
seacoast area is the best and I would hate to see it suffer because of any 
closure. 

With Best Regards 
$k?LL  371*~1~*& 
Milan Marich 
3 15 Coolidge Dr 
Portsmouth, NH 

0380 1 
603 422 0859 



Mr. Anthony Principi, Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure 

Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

5 1 South Lincoln Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 0343 1-3829 
July 20,2005 

RRAC Commission 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

Thank you for your good words about the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and its eficiency rating. 
Although I do not live in that part of New Hampshire most directly affected by the possible closure 
itself, we are a small state and everyone in New Hampshire is very aware of the important role the 
Portsmouth installation plays in the Granite State's history and economy as well as that of a significant 
portion of the State of Maine. 

New Hampshire's maritime heritage is recognized and cherished. It is central on our state seal 
and state flag, displaying the Revolutionary-era frigate "Raleigh on dockyard stocks proudly flying the 
United States flag authorized by Congress in June 1777. We are very proud of this symbolism that we 
believe to be among the most expressive of any state emblem in the nation. 

It is my sincere wish that the Commission of which you are Chairman will gwe sincere 
consideration to and appreciation of New Hampshire's special role and responsibility for our nation's 
naval preparedness through the experience and skill of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and its dedicated 
personnel that the facility may remain a significant part of our state and a bulwark of national defense. 

Sincerely, - 



19 July 2005 

Dear Commissioner Hill 

BRAG Commission 

JUL 2 2 2005 
Received 

Why is the military abandoning Northern New England? 

First it was the Air Force. 
Now, if the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard closes, it will signal an abandoning of the 
military from Northern New England in general and Portsmouth NH & Kittery ME in 
particular. 

As a Boy Scout leader, I will abandon the promotion of military service and duty to my 
boy scouts. 
I will also abandon any involvements with the VFW, AMVETS, AMERICAN LEGION, 
or any other military related fundraiser. I will no longer attend, participate or support any 
functions with a military theme. I will no longer encourage my scouts to place flags on 
veteran's graves and participate in the Memorial Day parade. 

Why? Because the SECDEF Rumsfeld and the Bush Administration chose to abandon 
us, therefore, I abandon them. 

If the purpose of BRAC is to save money for the war on terrorism, then why is the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard slated for closure? 
What corporation, in its right mind, would shutter the only facility that saves money, thus 
helping the war on terror? 

Please give your utmost consideration in keeping the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard alive 
and well. 

I truly do not want to abandon our military. 

Guy b Anita Cantam 
3 Ground Nut Hill Road 
Cape Neddick, ME 03902 



Robert A. GoodfMow 
860 Wideawake Rd. 

Lnchester Ctr., 'VT 04255 -. 



PO Box 122 
New Castle, NH 
03854-01 22 
July 20, 2005 

General James T. Hill, USA(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

dRAC Commission 

d JL 2 5  
Received 

Dear Commissioner Hill, 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is an irreplaceable asset to our nation and our 

military. I am writing as an employee of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and as a citizen 

to encourage you to keep Portsmouth operational and allow this outstanding shipyard to 

continue to serve America. 

As you have heard several times, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard excels in cost and 

schedule as well as innovation, quality and safety. It is in the best interest of the Navy, 

the Department of Defense and every citizen of the United States of America to keep 

this shipyard open to support the submarine fleet of the future. Closing the yard will not 

save money but will cost taxpayers millions of dollars in lost savings. If Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard is closed, it will be virtually impossible to reopen, replace or duplicate 

this facility. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard can refurbish, upgrade and return a submarine to the 

fleet in far fewer months and for billions of dollars less than it takes to build a new 

submarine. It only makes sense to keep the most efficient, innovative and best shipyard 

in the world open. 

Sincerely, 

,5?.4&4&k~J 
~ / ~ n d r e w  Schulte 



PO Box 122 
New Castle, NH 
03854-01 22 
July 20, 2005 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RRAC Commission 

N L  2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is an irreplaceable asset to our nation and our 

military. I am writing as an employee of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and as a citizen 

to encourage you to keep Portsmouth operational and allow this outstanding shipyard to 

continue to serve America. 

As you have heard several times, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard excels in cost and 

schedule as well as innovation, quality and safety. It is in the best interest of the Navy, 

the Department of Defense and every citizen of the United States of America to keep 

this shipyard open to support the submarine fleet of the future. Closing the yard will not 

save money but will cost taxpayers millions of dollars in lost savings. If Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard is closed, it will be virtually impossible to reopen, replace or duplicate 

this facility. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard can refurbish, upgrade and return a submarine to the 

fleet in far fewer months and for billions of dollars less than it takes to build a new 

submarine. It only makes sense to keep the most efficient, innovative and best shipyard 

in the world open. 

Sincerely, 

F /~nd rew  Schulte 



2 17 Gonic Road 
Rochester, NH 03 83 9 
20 July 2005 

Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commissioners 

My husband retired fiom the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in November of 1992 afier 
working there for sixteen years. My son is an apprenticeship graduate currently 
employed by PNSY. 

My son is too young (44) to retire and has 25 years service. Hundreds of young people 
would fall into this situation. Their lives would be totally messed up. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard does a class job in all submarine maintenance under cost 
and ahead of schedule. The navy will save much more by keeping this facility open. 
Commissioners, please keep the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open. 

Sincerely, 
/ 

Mary  ten Slone 



PO Box 122 
New Castle, NH 
03854-01 22 
July 20, 2005 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is an irreplaceable asset to our nation and our 

military. I am writing as an employee of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and as a citizen 

to encourage you to keep Portsmouth operational and allow this outstanding shipyard to 

) continue to serve America. I 
As you have heard several times, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard excels in cost and 

S G ~  well as innovation, .----.-.*,. quality and safety. It is in the best interest of the Navy, 
-- --a - -- 

t 

Andrew Schulte I 



PO Box 122 
New Castle, NH 
03854-0 122 
July 20, 2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

li;L 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Turner, 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is an irreplaceable asset to our nation and our 

military. I am writing as an employee of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and as a citizen 

to encourage you to keep Portsmouth operational and allow this outstanding shipyard to 

continue to serve America. 

As you have heard several times, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard excels in cost and 

schedule as well as innovation, quality and safety. It is in the best interest of the Navy, 

the Department of Defense and every citizen of the United States of America to keep 

this shipyard open to support the submarine fleet of the future. Closing the yard will not 

save money but will cost taxpayers millions of dollars in lost savings. If Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard is closed, it will be virtually impossible to reopen, replace or duplicate 

this facility. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard can refurbish, upgrade and return a submarine to the 

fleet in far fewer months and for billions of dollars less than it takes to build a new 

submarine. It only makes sense to keep the most efficient, innovative and best shipyard 

in the world open. 

Sincerely, A 

F! ~nd rew  Schulte 



PO Box 122 
New Castle, NH 
03854-01 22 
July 20, 2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

A h  2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is an irreplaceable asset to our nation and our 

military. I am writing as an employee of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and as a citizen 

to encourage you to keep Portsmouth operational and allow this outstanding shipyard to 

continue to serve America. 

As you have heard several times, m m W m M - & $ & *  

well as innovation, quality and safety. It is in the best interest of the Navy, 

the Department of Defense and every citizen of the United States of America to keep 

this shipyard open to support the submarine fleet of the future. 

8 Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard is closed, i 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard can refurbish, upgrade and return a submarine to the 

. It only makes sense to keep the most efficient, innovative and best shipyard 

in the world open. 

Sincerely, 

. Andrew Schulte 



PO Box 122 
New Castle, NH 
03854-01 22 
July 20, 2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray, 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is an irreplaceable asset to our nation and our 

military. I am writing as an employee of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and as a citizen 

to encourage you to keep Portsmouth operational and allow this outstanding shipyard to 

continue to serve America. 

As you have heard several times, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard excels in cost and 

schedule as well as innovation, quality and safety. It is in the best interest of the Navy, 

the Department of Defense and every citizen of the United States of America to keep 

this shipyard open to support the submarine fleet of the future. Closing the yard will not 

save money but will cost taxpayers millions of dollars in lost savings. If Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard is closed, it will be virtually impossible to reopen, replace or duplicate 

this facility. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard can refurbish, upgrade and return a submarine to the 

fleet in far fewer months and for billions of dollars less than it takes to build a new 

submarine. It only makes sense to keep the most efficient, innovative and best shipyard 

in the world open. 

Sincerelv. 

f. ~ndlrew Schulte 



PO Box 122 
New Castle, NH 
03854-0 122 
July 20, 2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

3UL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Newton. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is an irreplaceable asset to our nation and our 

military. I am writing as an employee of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and as a citizen 

to encourage you to keep Portsmouth operational and allow this outstanding shipyard to 

continue to serve America. 

As you have heard several times, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard excels in cost and 

schedule as well as innovation, quality and safety. It is in the best interest of the Navy, 

the Department of Defense and every citizen of the United States of America to keep 

this shipyard open to support the submarine fleet of the future. Closing the yard will not 

save money but will cost taxpayers millions of dollars in lost savings. If Portsmouth 

Naval Shipyard is closed, it will be virtually impossible to reopen, replace or duplicate 

this facility. 

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard can refurbish, upgrade and return a submarine to the 

fleet in far fewer months and for billions of dollars less than it takes to build a new 

submarine. It only makes sense to keep the most efficient, innovative and best shipyard 

in the world open. 

Sincerely, 

~ . ' ~ n d r e w  Schulte 



Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

BRAC Commission 

I would like to take this time to introduce myself, my name is Jordan Emerson and m 
aofzved 

mother, and father and grandfather all work at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 1 ery, 
Maine. As you can see my family is deeply involved into the government. I would also 
like to say that by closing the Shipyard, it would be like punishing, the workers, instead 
of congratulating them on their superior work effort. 

I hope you take my thoughts into consideration. 

Thank you for your time, 



Dear Commissioner Hansen, 
3UL 2 5  2005 

Received 
As the BRAC process continues, I would urge you to carefully consider the 
superior performance of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, in all 
important aspects: 

Schedule 
Cost 
Quality 
Safety 

These qualities relate to a military value located at a single facility that I believe 
has never existed anywhere in the past or will exist anywhere else in the future 
other than Portsmouth. This facility and the patriots that man her have given this 
nation "more bang for the buck" than ever-conceived possible by anyone! 

Loss of this facility and these patriots would be irrevocable and a dishonor to the 
American taxpayer and the defense of this nation. 

Thank you for your time, 

~ a n n y  Emerson 



From: 

To: 

Subj: 

Richard 6. LaBonte 
59 Colonial Village 
Somersworth, NH 03878-1557 

July 21, 2005 

BRAC Commission 
Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virglnia 22202 

Save Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

" " 2 5 2005 - ." A- 
Received 

The most efficient shipyard in the world should not be closed due to excess spending by the De&nse Department 
over time under the direction of the White House. Our incumbent president initiated the war and thus started 
the massive spending spree. Now we, here in New England, have to pray that our shipyard will not be eliminated 
after serving our country for 205 years. 

Iserved in the USAF in Korea in 1951/1952, mtired from PNSY Nuclear Engineering Department 19 years ago. 
I have seen the Shipyard from the inside from the Nautilus through to 1986. Portsmouth has the top shipyaml 
in my view and that is why so many of it's personnel are sent to other shipyards and prototype facilities to 
share new and innovative procedures with other struggling facilities to reduce manhoudcosts. 

The need f i r  many additional submarines is in our not-&distant futum based on most intel in our media. A 
greater number of subs will mandate the commensurate incrwse of mainfenance facilities. To close the BEST 
shipyard at a time in history where we are very much disliked by many countries and in the middle of an 
embarnsing crisis on the other side of the world, would be in very poor action to fake. 
Please, I urge you to vote to sustain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as the TOP SHIPYARD IN THE WORLD so 
that it may serve our country as efficiently as it has and as a role model to all. 

Thank you for not being a "Rubber Stamp" and for your support. 

Yours truly, 

0. aed3r'~ 
Richard B. LaBonte 



BRAG Commission 

July 21, 2005 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission Received 

2521 5 Clark St, Ste 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr Principi and Fellow Commissioners: 

I write in deep concern for the disposition of the nomination of the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, Maine, for closure. 

You've heard, and I've listened as well, to the testimony given by 
our politicians, by shipyard representatives; charts, graphs, tomes 
of paper, all pleading for the removal of this base from the closure 
l ist .  They've substantiated repeatedly the remarkable level of 
excellence they work at, detailing their stellar results of "on-time, 
and under budget!" No other base can boast of this. 

Can the Pentagon management be so lacking in good judgement 
that they made such a nomination? Is Maine so undesirable to 
retiring officers that they support only bases with southern 
exposure? I heard this base called the "gold standard" yesterday in 
the media. It 's interesting (and distressing) that such excellence 
would be rewarded with closure. 

The economic crisis you would cause to our area cannot be fully 
fathomed. The ripples will be felt for many, many years to come. 
And no, there i s  no foreseeable replacement to a employer of this 
size and technical requirements to suit the skills of the employees 
at this shipyard. Men and women, working to make better lives for 
their children and grandchildren, will be unemployed! Real estate 
will be impacted; social services will be impacted; retail sales will 
be impacted, etc., etc.. 



The historical value alone I should think would make this base a 
keepable treasure, so I implore you, be wiser than the morons that 
have put this shipyard at risk, and remove it from the deplorable 
list. 

With faith in your good judgement, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy A. Kevolic 
33 Pine Hill Road 
Berwick, ME 03901 



July 20,2005 

General James T. Hill, USA(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hill, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



Adm. Harold W. Gehman,Jr. 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arltngton, Virginia 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 5  20% 
Received 

Re: P07itsmoutb Naval Sb$yard 

Dear Adm. Gehman: 

I am writing this letter in hope that it may have some influence on the upcoming decision 
regarding the Poasmouth Naval Shpyard. I myself am not an employee at the Shipyard. 
Rather, I am a seacoast native who grew up in Portsmouth, NH and now resides in Dover, 
NH, and one of thousands of individuals who wants the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard to 
remain in operation for many years to come. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has had a tremendous impact on my life. My grandfather, a 
former Marine in World War I1 who courageously stormed five beaches, worked at the 
Shipyard for over thirty years as a submarine engineer upon his return. Not only did the 
Shipyard provide income for his family, it also gave hlrn the opportunity to work with the 
best and develop skills that helped him grow until his passing in 2001. 

For the seacoast of New Hampshire, the Shipyard serves as a staple of pride. Their 
reputation of safely performing high-quahty work on fast-track schedules is reflective of our 
way of life as a people. It's an economic boost for our community, without which the 
housing and commercial markets would be severely affected. 

At a low operational cost in comparison to many Shipyards throughout the nation, the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a constant recipient of merit and performance awards. As the 
oldest Shipyard in the nation, it's a site that carries honor, strength and perseverance. 

I ask the Commission to please seriously consider not closing the Poasmouth Naval 
Shipyard. In times of economic trouble, I understand that difficult decisions have to be 
made and priorities have to be met. This base will continue delivering the excellent work 
that it's been known for since 1690, and area residents will continue working hard to protect 
and serve this great nation of ours. 

Thank you very much for you time and consideration. 

Best regards, 

!- 8 .  - 
on B. Camer 

Seacoast Area Resident 



July 20,2005 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr., USN(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Co~nmission 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Gehman, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



BRAC Commission 
Joan E. Rhodes 
12 Coombs Road 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

July 2 1,2005 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
ATTN: Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr. 
2521 South Clark Street; Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Admiral Gehman, Jr.: 

Your cooperation in reviewing the BRAC assignment is greatly appreciated. This task is 
beyond a doubt difficult. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard needs to be taken off the BRAC list. The PNSY's 
performance is superlative. They are known for meeting their schedules, being cost 
effective, doing quality work and for their safety. The employees are dedicated to their 
work and take pride in what they do. The closure would effect many families and the 
economy in the Seacoast Area. 

In final closing, please take into consideration the necessity of what merit the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard has obtained throughout the years. "Save Our Shipyard' is our motto. 

Sincerely, 

Joan E. Rhodes 



From: Richard B. LaBonte 
59 Colonial Village 
Somersworth, NH 03878-1 557 

July 21, 2005 

To: Honorable James H. Bilbray 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

BBAC Commission 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Subj: Save Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

The most efficient shipyard in the world should not be closed due ib excess spending by the Defense Department 
over time under the direction of the White House. Our incumbent president initiated the war and thus started 
the massive spending spree. Now we, hem in New England, have to pray that our shipyard will not be eliminated 
after serving our country for 205 years. 

I served in the USAF in Korea in 1951M952, retired from PNSY Nuclear Engineering Department 19 years ago. 
I have seen the Shipyard from the inside from the Nautilus fhmugh fo 1986. Portsmouth has the fop shipyard 
in my view and that is why so many of it's personnel am Sent to other shipyards and prototype facilities to 
share new and innovative procedures with other struggling facilities to reduce manhourr/costs. 

The need for many additional submarines is in our not-Wistant future based on most intel in our media. A 
greater number of subs will mandate the commensumte increase of m a i n t w e  Wes. To close the BEST 
shipyard at a time In history where we are very much disliked by m a w  the middle of an 
embarrasing crisis on me other side of the world, would be in *-- 

Please, I urge you to vote to sustain the PortsrnoudCr~ PD IN THE WORLD so 



From: Richard B. LaBonte 
59 Colonial Village 
Somersworth, NH 03878-1557 

July 21, 2005 

To: Honorable James V. Hansen 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virgnia 22202 

Received 
Subj: Save Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

The most efficient shlpyard in the world should not be closed due to excess spending by the Deiknse Department 
over time under the direction of the White House. Our incumbent president initiated the war and thus started 
the masslve spending spree. Now we, hem in New England, have to pray that our shipyard will not be eliminated 
after serving our country for 205 yean. 

I served in the USA F in Korea in 1951/1952, retired from PNSY Nuclear Engineering Department 19 years ago. 
I have seen the Shipyard from the inside from the Nautilus thmugh to 1986. Portsmouth has the top shipyard 
in my view and that is why so many of it's personnel are sent to other shipyards and prototype facilities to 
share new and innovative pmedures wlth other struggling facilities to reduce manhours/costs. 

The need for many additional submarines is in our not-ddistant future based on most intel in our media. A 
greater number of subs will mandate the commensurate increase of maintenance facilities. To close the BEST 
shipyard at a time in history where we are very much disliked by many countries and in the middle of an 
embarrasing crisis on the other side of the world, would be in very poor action to take. 
Please, I urge you to vote to susain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as the TOP SHIPYARD IN THE WORLD so 
that it may serve our country as efficiently as it has and as a mle model to all. 

Thank you for not being a "Rubber Stamp" and for your support. 

Yours truly, 

Richard B. LaBonte 



From: Richard B. LaBonte 
59 Colonial Village 
Somersworth, NH 03878-1557 

July 21, 2005 

To: Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Subj: Save Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

The most efficient shipyard in the wodd should not be closed due to excess spending by the Dehnse Department 
over time under the direction of the White House. Our incumbent president initiated the war and thus started 
the massive spending s p m .  Now we, here in New England, have to pray that our shipyard will not be eliminated 
after serving our country for 205 years. 

I served in the USAF in Kotw in 1951/l952, retired from PNSY Nuclear Engineering Department 19 years ago. 
I have seen the Shipyard from the inside from the Nautilus through to 1986. Portsmouth has the top shipyard 
in my view and that is why so many of it's personnel are sent to other shipyards and prototype facilities to 
sham new and innovative procedures with other struggling facilities to reduce manhours/costs. 

The need for many additional submarines is in our not-&listant future based on most intel in our media. A 
gtwter number of subs will mandate the commensurate inctwse of maintenance facilities. To close the BEST 
shipyard at a time in history where we are very much disliked by many countries and in the middle of an 
embarrasing crisis on the other side of the world, would be in very poor action to take. 
Please, I urge you to vote to sustain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as the TOP SHIPYARD IN THE WORLD so 
that it may serve our country as eiYicientiy as it has and as a role model to all. 

Thank you for not being a "Rubber Stamp" and for your support. 

Yours truly, 

Richard B. LaBonte 



From: Richard B. LaBonte 
59 Colonial Village 
Somersworth, NH 03878-1557 

July 21, 2005 

To: Honorable Philip Coyle 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commlssion 
2521 South Clark Street Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Subj: Save Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

The most efficient shipyard in the world should not be closed due to excess spending by the Defense Department 
over time under the direction of the W h b  House. Our incumbent president initiated the war and thus started 
the massive spending spree. Now we, here in New England, have to pray that our shipyard will not be eliminated 
affer serving our country for 205 years. 

I served in the USA F in Korea in l95l/l952, retired from PNSY Nuclear Engineering Department 19 years ago. 
I have seen the Shipyard from the inside from the Nautilus through fo 1986. Portsmouth has the fop shipyard 
in my view and that is why so many of it's personnel are sent to other shipyards and prototype facilities to 
share new and innovative procedures with other struggling facilities to reduce manhours/costs. 

The need for many additional submarines is in our not-@distant future based on most intel in our media. A 
gmater number of subs will mandate the commensumte increase of maintenance facilities. To close the BEST 
shipyard at a tlme in history where we are very much disliked by many countries 8nd in the middle of an 
embarnsing crisis on the other side of the world, would be in very poor action to take. 
Please, I urge you to vote to sus&in the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as the TOP SHIPYARD IN THE WORLD so 
that it may serve our country as efficiently as it has and as a role model to all. 

Thank you for not being a "Rubber Stamp" and for your support. 

Yours tmly, 

q>&4 n. za4"3mA 
Richard B. LaBonte 



From: Richard B. LaBonte 
59 Colonial Village 
Somersworth, NH 03878-1557 

July 21, 2005 

To: Adm. Harold W. Gelman, Jr. 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

BRAC Commission 

Received 

Subj: Save Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

The most efficient shipyard in the world should not be closed due to excess spending by the Detkmse Department 
over time under the direction of the White House. Our incumbent president initiated the war and thus started 
the massive spending spree. Now we, here in New England, have to pray that our shipyard will not be eliminated 
after serving our country for 205 yean. 

I served in the USAF in Korea In 1951A952, retired from PNSY Nuclear Engineering Department 19 yean ago. 
I have seen the Shipyard from the inside from the Nautilus through to 1986. Portsmouth has the top shipyard 
in my view and that is why so many of it's personnel are sent to other shipyards and prototype facilities to 
share new and innovative procedures with other struggling facilities to reduce manhoudcosts. 

The need for many additional submarines is in our not-&distant future based on most intel in our media. A 
greater number of subs will mandate the commensurate increase of maintenance facilities. To close the BEST 
shipyard at a time In history where we are very much disliked by many countries and in the middle of an 
embarrasing crisis on the other side of the world, would be in very poor action to take. 
Please, I urge you to vote to sustain the PorEsmouth Naval Shipyard as the TOP SHIPYARD IN THE WORLD so 
that it may serve our country as efficiently as it has and as a role model to all. 

Thank you for not being a "Rubber Stamp" and for your support. 

Youn truly, 

4,;- a. -& 
R~chard 8. LaBonte 



From: Richard B. LaBonfe 
59 Colonial Village 
Somersworlh, NH 03878-1557 

July 21, 2005 

To: Gen. Lloyd W. Newton 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 25 20% 
Received 

Subj: Save Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

The most efficient shipyard in the world should not be closed due to excess spending by the Defense Department 
over time under the direction of fhe Whife House. Our incumbent president initiated fhe war and thus started 
the massive spending spree. Now we, here in New England, have fo pray that our shipyard will not be eliminated 
after serving our country for 205 years. 

I served in the USAF in Korea in 1951/1952, retired from PNSY Nuclear Engineering Department 19 years ago. 
I have seen the Shipyard from fhe inside from the Nautilus through to 1986. Portsmoufh has the fop shipyard 
in my view and that is why so many of if's personnel are sent fo other shipyards and prototype facilities fo 
share new and innovative procedures wifh ofher struggling facilities fo reduce manhours/costs. 

The need for many additional submarines is in our not-tddisfant future based on most intel in our media. A 
greater number of subs will mandate the commensumte increase of maintenance facilities. To close the BEST 
shipyard at a time in history where we are very much disliked by many countries and in the middle of an 
embamsing crisis on the other side of the world, would be in very poor action to take. 
Please, I urge you to vote fo sustein the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as fhe TOP SHIPYARD IN THE WORLD so 
that it may serve our country as efficiently as it has and as a role model fo all. 

Thank you for not being a "Rubber Stamp" and for your support. 

Yours truly, 

qd-.4 n*Jt'4& 
Richard B. LaBonte 



From: Richard B. LaBonte 
59 Colonial Village 
Somersworth. NH 03878- 1557 

July 21, 2005 

To: Gen. James T. Hill 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

BRAC Commissioa 

JUL 25 
Received 

Subj: Save Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

The most efficient shipyard in the world should not be closed due to excess spending by the De*nse Department 
over time under the direction of the White House. Our incumbent president Initiated the war and thus started 
the massive spending spree. Now we, here in New England, have to pray that our shipyard will not be eliminated 
after serving our country for 205 years. 

I served in the USAF In Korea in 1951/1952, retired from PNSY Nuclear Engineering Department 19 years ago. 
I have seen the Shipyard from the inside from the Nautilus through to 1986. Portsmouth has the top shipyard 
in my view and that is why so many of it's personnel are sent to other shipyards and prototype facilities to 
share new and innovative procedures with other struggiing facilities to mduce manhoudcosts. 

The need for many additional submarines is in our not-@distant future based on most intel in our media. A 
greaternumber of subs will mandate the commensurate increase of maintenance facilities. To close the BEST 
shipyard at a time In history where we am very much disllked by many countries and in the middie of an 
embarrasing crisis on the other side of the world, would be in very poor action to take. 
Please, I urge you to vote to sustain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as the TOP SHIPYARD IN THE WORLD so 
that it may serve our country as efficiently as it has and as a role model to all. 

Thank you for not being a "Rubber Stamp" and for your support. 

Yours truly, 

R-0. a3'7-A. 
Richard 8. LaBonte 



July 20, 2005 

Mr. Anthony J. Principi 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

I would like to start by introducing myself. My name is Maureen 
Donnell. My husband Earl has recently had the pleasure of making your 
acquaintance, as he is the civilian spokesperson for the people of 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and their families in regards to BRAC. I 
hope you and the rest of the commissioners who have met Earl recently 
have been able to surmise from his personality and demeanor that he is 
honest, fare-minded, big-hearted, and a dedicated hard-working man 
with great integrity and spirit. Earl and many, many other devoted 
individuals on the Portsmouth Team have been working painstakingly, to 
provide you, the other commissioners and your staffers with the most 
accurate, truthful and factual information that you can use in 
determining the fate of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. I hope you 
will give all the information you have been provided your utmost 
consideration. 

Now I would like to tell you about our family and what the future of 
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard means to us. My sister Vicki works at 
the Shipyard. She has a reputation as an excellent contract 
specialist in the Supply Department. She has been working here for 
about 25 years. She came to work here right out of high school. She 
has many years of training and experience that the Department of the 
Navy has invested in her. She is a divorced single mother with her 
two children living under her roof. Her children are young adults 
now, but they depend on her for a roof over their heads while they 
attend college and work to get their adult lives in place. She is 
also currently engaged with her fianche' living and working locally. 
Our parents and our other sister and her family also live in the area 
and we are a very close-knit family unit and we spend much of our free 
time enjoying each other's company. If the shipyard were to close, 
she would not relocate. My stepson Brian is a five-year Pipefitter on 
the Shipyard. The Department of Navy has also invested a good deal of 
time and money into training him for his work. He loves the work he 
does here and is a very hard-working and dedicated young man. As Earl 
told you, Brian was recently married and he and his wife are currently 
living with us, while their dream-home is under construction. Brian 
and Lisa also have a son Dylan, age six. This newly formed family is 
in anguish over what they will do if the Shipyard were to close. They 
have no desire to sell their dream-home and relocate away from their 
family and friends and it is very unlikely that they will do that in 
the event the shipyard were to close. I am an Administrative 
Assistant at the Shipyard and as of next month I will have been 
working here for 20 years. I am honored to be working at the Shipyard 



and I am also very proud of the work I do to support the Department of 
the Navy and my country. I have many years of experience and also 
feel my knowledge and skills could not easily be replicated without 
many years of training. Earl and I bought our lovely home in Kittery 
only three years ago and we are extremely happy with the life we are 
building there. We are both life-long residents of this area. And, 
although he is eligible to retire, I am not and we will continue to be 
dependent on my income to support our responsibilities. Like the 
other members of our family we have no desire to relocate away from 
our family and friends and will not do so were the shipyard to close. 
My Dad retired from the Shipyard approximately 11 years ago. He was 
an excellent Marine Machinery Mechanic and is very proud of the work 
he did while at the Shipyard to serve his country. My father-in-law 
is also a retired first-rate Marine Machinery Mechanic and is also 
very proud to have had the opportunity to work here. So, as you can 
see the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has been and continues to be an 
integral part of our family's livelihood. 

All that said I realize that the purpose of the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard is not solely to support our families and our livelihoods. I 
whole-heartedly understand the logic behind the BRAC process and what 
the benefits are that the Department of Defense desires to achieve 
from it. What does not make sense to me is that the Department of the 
Navy would choose their most efficient, cost-saving Shipyard to be put 
on the closure list. I cannot fathom how they could think that they 
can in any way justify this decision. It just doesn't make any 
logical sense and I struggle to understand how Navy feels that closing 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard would in anyway benefit our fine country. 
There are no benefits whatsoever to be derived by closing our 
Shipyard. 

In closing, I recognize that Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is only one of 
many places to be affected by this process and that the commission has 
many important decisions facing you in the near future. I only ask 
that you give the men and women of Portsmouth your most thoughtful 
consideration, that you look at all the facts that are given to you 
and that you honor the work and integrity that Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard brings to our country when making your final decision 
regarding our fate. Thank you for your time. 

Very respectfully, 

L U  .r G D d  
Maureen J. Donne11 
2 Cove Landing 
Kittery, ME 03904 



July 20, 2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street - Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 5 2005 

Dear Chairman Principi, and Commissioners Bilbray, Coyle, Gehman, Hansen, H%:eived 
Newton, Skinner and Turner, 

Thank you for your tireless effort and dedication to the seriousness of the BRAC 
deliberations and your concern for the affected installations, and especially for the people 
who work at them. I have watched many of the public sessions on CSPAN and was able 
to attend the New Hampshire portion of the regional hearing in Boston, Massachusetts on 
6 July 2005. The public can see you are attentive, professional, logical and caring. 

You may have already guessed I am an employee at the Naval Shipyard Portsmouth. I 
have over 32 years of government civil service, so I am within sight (a few years) of a 
Civil Service retirement. So, why did I take the time to write this letter? This Shipyard, 
the best Naval Shipyard, has been providing good steady employment to people in 
Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts for more than 205 years. Since 1800 
generations of Shipyard workers from Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts have 
served this Nation as skilled artisans and played key roles in building and repairing 
warships (currently nuclear powered submarines) used by our Naval officers and their 
crews while defending the men, women and children of this country. Our motto is, 
"From sails to atoms." This area was already dealt a significant hardship with the closure 
of Pease Air Force Base in Newington, NH (the town next to Portsmouth and less than 5 
miles from the Shipyard) in an earlier BRAC. Property values plummeted and it took 
more than 10 years for values to match the pre-BRAC era. Many people try to use Pease 
as the "poster child for a success after BRAC; well those may be the people selling 
property for a commission, but most will tell you it has not really been that successfbl. 
The impact of closing the Shipyard would be orders of magnitude worse fiom a financial 
standpoint. 

In an attempt to keep this letter succinct I ask that you maintain your focus on the 
question of excess capacity and the related data. You have heard testimony from DOD 
and DON that there is enough excess capacity to allow closing one of the two smaller 
Shipyards. But, you have also heard testimony fiom Earl Donnell, Sen. Olympia Snowe, 
Sen. Susan Collins, Sen. Judd Gregg and Sen. John Sununu, et al, that the DOD and DON 
were wrong in how they calculated "excess capacity." Keep pulling at this string, you 
will find that Earl and the congressional delegation are correct. (By the way, . . .the men 
and women of Naval Shipyard Portsmouth applaud the Commission for not adding Pearl 
Harbor to the BRAC list for consideration because we firmly believe the Nation needs all 
4 Naval shipyards, and even us "Yankees" understand the strategic importance of Fleet 
support in the middle of the Pacific and the critical role PHNSY&IMF plays in that 
regard.) 



The "Cold War" is over, but right now - not 10 years down the road - we need to consider 
the build up of naval resources and fleets by unfriendly nations around the world. If 
China is buying submarines from Russia, the shipyard workers in Russia are employed. 
As the economy in Russia improves, who can predict whether they will expand their own 
fleet, or start building submarines and ships for other unfriendly nations? In the last 20 
years the U. S. has already closed four (4) Naval shipyards, 2 were nuclear capable 
shipyards (Charleston and Mare Island) and were 2 non-nuclear shipyards (Philadelphia 
and Long Beach). They are gone forever. We have cut our Navy industrial depot 
capacity in half and our human capacity even more so. Knowing there are uncertain 
times ahead, can we really afford the risk of closing another nuclear capable Naval 
shipyard, thus reducing any surge capacity we may need in the future? Or worse, leave 
submarines tied up to the pier while awaiting maintenance because DOD forced DON to 
include a fence-line closure scenario in the DON BRAC recommendations. Read the 
meeting minutes from the Joint Cross-Service Group for Industrial facilities and you can 
see that DON did not initially recommend Portsmouth for closure, not until very late in 
the process (Feb 2005), when DOD insisted DON include a fence-line closure scenario. 
This decision clearly does not meet the intent of the BRAC process, but also shows the 
DOD had their own "agenda." 

Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to read this, or thanks to your 
"staffer" that perhaps brought it to your attention and showed it to you. 

Please pay close attention to the warning provided by Admiral Bruce DeMars in his 1 1 
July 2005 letter supporting Submarine Base New London (CT) regarding the current 
study (used as a basis for this BRAC) indicating the number of attack submarines needed. 
He concluded, "The Navy study does not meet professional standards and is not 
defendable." I would offer that this conclusion casts further doubt on any "excess 
capacity" calculations used by DOD and DON to rationalize their justification to close 
Naval Shipyard Portsmouth. 

For the defense of our Nation, we need all four remaining Naval shipyards. On or about 
23 August please vote to remove Naval Shipyard Portsmouth from the DOD BRAC list. 

Sincerely, 

ohn M. Tarpey 
20 Field Avenue 
York, Maine 03909 

Member Federal Managers Association 
Member Naval Civilian Managers Association 
Member National Association of Superintendents & Naval Shore Establishments 



KARL BELllAH 
73 FROST HILL ROAD 
ELIOT, MAINE 03903 
207 439-5312 

iyr 2 5  2005 
. L  .J i 

Received 



Joan E. Rhodes 
12 Coombs Road 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

July 21,2005 

BRAC Commission 

JClL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
ATTN: General Lloyd W. Newton 
2521 South Clark Street; Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear General Newton: 

Your cooperation in reviewing the BRAC assignment is greatly appreciated. This task is 
beyond a doubt difficult. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard needs to be taken off the BRAC list. The PNSY7s 
performance is superlative. They are known for meeting their schedules, being cost 
effective, doing quality work and for their safety. The employees are dedicated to their 
work and take pride in what they do. The closure would affect many families and the 
economy in the Seacoast Area. 

In final closing, please take into consideration the necessity of what merit the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard has obtained throughout the years. "Save Our Shipyard" is our motto. 

Sincerely, 

Joan 2. Rhodes 



From: Richard B. LaBonte 
59 Colonial Village 
Somersworltr, NH 03878-1557 

July 21, 2005 

To: Brig. Gen. Sue E. Turner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

BRAC Commission 

i r '  2 5  2005 r u i  

Received 

Subj: Save Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

The most efficient shipyard in the world shouid not be closed due to excess spending by the Defbnse Department 
over time under the direction of the Whife House. Our incumbent president initiated the war and thus started 
the massive spending spree. Now we, hem in New England, have to pray that our shipyard will not be eliminated 
after serving our country for 205 years. 

I served in the USAF in Korea in 1951/1952, retired from PNSY Nuclear Engineering Department 19 years ago. 
I have seen the Shipyard from the inside from the Nautilus through to 1986. Portsmouth has the top shipyard 
in my view and that is why so many of it's personnel are sent to other shipyamls and prototype facilities to 
share new and innovative procedures with other struggling facilities to reduce manhours/cosk. 

The need for many additional submarines is in our not-eistant future based on most intel in our'medla. A 
greater number of subs will mandate the commensurate increase of maintenance facilities. To close the BEST 
shlpyard at a time in history where we are very much disliked by many countries and in the middle of an 
embarrasing crisis on the other side of the world, would be in very poor action to take. 
Please, I urge you to vote to sustain the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard as the TOP SHIPYARD IN THE WORLD so 
that It may serve our country as efficiently as it has and as a role model to all. 

Thank you for not being a "Rubber Stamp" and for your support. 

Yours truly, 

&dL-.o( 6, ~ & C ~ ~  

Richard B. LaBonte 



Joan E. Rhodes B R ~ ~  ComnissiQ* 

12 Coombs Road 
Somersworth, NH 03878 wL 2 5  

July 2 1,2005 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
ATTN: General James T. Hill 
252 1 South Clark Street; Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear General Hill: 

Your cooperation in reviewing the BRAC assignment is greatly appreciated. This task is 
beyond a doubt difficult. 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard needs to be taken off the BRAC list. The PNSY's 
performance is superlative. They are known for meeting their schedules, being cost 
effective, doing quality work and for their safety. The employees are dedicated to their 
work and take pride in what they do. The closure would affect many families and the 
economy in the Seacdad Area. 

In final closing, please take into consideration the necessity of what merit the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard has obtained throughout the years. "Save Our Shipyard" is our motto. 

Sincerely, 

Joan E. Rhodes 



4RAC Commission 

2005 
dece~ved 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

During this huge debate that's going, about whether or not the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard in Kittery should close, you should carehlly think about what will be lost more 
than what will be gained. We would be losing probably the best shipyard that we 
currently have, or will ever have. Many people would obviously lose their jobs, and not 
just that, there would be a huge amount problems going on with money. I was also 
thinking of maybe joining the Apprentice program to start off my (after-graduation) life, 
but if you take away the Shipyard I wouldn't be able to do that. 

Also, if you were to close the Shipyard it would only cost more money to get rid 
of it, and to change what the land will be next used for. Just think about all of the 
problems you would be avoiding if you didn't shut down the Yard! 

Thank you for reading my letter, and listening to what I have to say! ! ! ! 



Mr. Anthony J. Principi 
BRAC Commission Chairman 

BRAC Commission 

jtil 2 5 2005 
Dear Mr. Principi Received 
I am a worker of The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, and a taxpayer in the state of Maine. 
While I am having great differculty understanding why this great Shipyard was put on the 
closure list to begin with, I as a taxpayer and concerned citizen fine it also hard to 
understand why the Pentagon would want to take away the best Shipyard in the country, 
that saves the taxpayer and military money, and puts the submarines back into the fleet 
quicker than any other shipyard. Also the talent of the works at this shipyard is not 
replaceable. They have proven that with the record the Shipyard holds. Also at anytime 
they are deployed to other shipyards to help with problems they are having. This to me is 
assets the Pentagon should want to keep, and maybe expand on instead of doing away 
with. 

I am also concerned about the economic impact it would have on the region, if this 
shipyard was close.( Maine has already lost 2 Airforce Bases in the past with a possibility 
of Brunswick Naval Air Base this time. ) The area would be devastated economic wise, 
not only from lost of shipyard jobs but other jobs in the private sector. 

I think Maine has suffered enough in the past from military base closings. Our defense 
will be cut way to thin if anymore bases are closed. I hope you and the rest on the 
commission will way the facts and keep our bases open. 

Repectfully 
Clarence A Turner Jr. 
17 Heather Lane 
Alfred Maine.04002 



July 20, 2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

.!!"': 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman P ~ c i p i ,  

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20, 2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commiss~on 

' '" 2 5  2005 ."dL 

Received 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N. S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closiig P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You. 



One Prince Ave 
Kittery, ME 03904 
20 July 2005 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 JUL 2 5 2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen, 
Received 

We need all four Public Shipyards, both for the dry dock space and the Nuclear 
Licenses. Pearl Harbor is frequently on a 3 month temporary renewal of their 
Nuclear License from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, because of poor work 
practices. I've met a number of mechanics they send here to Portsmouth to learn better 
techniques. Closing down Portsmouth would be like cutting a head off a body. 

As Gordon England said, "The total cost attribute favored 
PorfSmouth Naval Shipyard, while the homeport proximity favored Pearl 
Harbor Naval shipyard." 

The Navy did not do their homework. If Pearl Harbor or even Puget Sound 
looses its nuclear license the whole Navy would be impacted. We cannot afford to go 
down to 2 nuclear licenses even temporarily. 

I would like to repeat an invitation for you to visit our Shipyard. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Suzanne Sayer, PhD 



One Prince Ave 
Kittery, ME 03904 
20 July 2005 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 5 2005 

Dear Commissioner General James T. Hill, USA(Ret): Received 

Please come visit Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. A shipyard is not like an airforce 
base. You cannot just take land and construct a shipyard. There is no more sea coast. 

The Navy helps to protect the United States. We need all four Public Shipyards. 
Closing down Portsmouth would be like cutting a head off a body. We are the brains 
behind Navy renovations and updating. Our drydocks are needed for the next 17 years at 
least. There are not enough drydocks for emergent work. 

As Gordon England said, the proposal to close Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
instead of Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard came down to strategic location, Pearl Harbor's 
ability to handle an aircraft carrier in dry-dock and consideration to sailors who'd have to 
leave their Hawaii homeport for extended periods during submarine refuelings. 

But even that is not true. Fifty percent or so of the Sailors want to get back to the 
mainland, where their extended families and friends are. 

As Gordon England said, "The total cost attribute favored 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, while the homeport proximity favored Pearl 
Harbor Naval shipyard." 

Homeport proximity is a bogus argument when you want your Ships back on 
patrol. Do you want to take the best Shipyard in the world with its 200 year heritage of 
shipbuilders and shut it down? No one anywhere can do a better job. We have the 
Puritan work ethic, The Navy and the sea are in the people's blood and heritage. 

The Navy did not do their homework. Portsmouth's workforce supports all the 
Shipyards, private and public. A lot of our people have relatives in the Maritime 
provinces. We are not going to relocate. The US cannot afford to lose the talent and the 
support of hard headed patriotic Yankees. Our forefathers fought for Independence in 
these waters. We set up the "Wooden Wall" that kept us free from France and England. 

I would like to repeat my invitation for you to visit our Shipyard. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Suza + # '  e Sayer 



22 Oak Terrace 

Kittery, Maine 03904 

July 20,2005 

The Honorable Philip Coyle 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission BRAC Commission 

252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Coyle: 

Now that the New England delegation, during the BRAC hearings on July G ' ~ ,  has presented 

a strong and convincing case for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, I am writing to voice my support. 

PNS is home to many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in 

the Navy. I urge you to preserve this exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval shipyard. 

Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained professionals and has 

repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to efficiently realign itself with 

the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard in the Naval community. PNS is 

the leading shipyard in cost, schedule, safety and quality. 

Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads all nuclear submarine 

maintenance; including work practices, business processes and management techniques. PNS is 

actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and private, in planning and mission 

execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise and industrial process improvement 

plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly 

delivers the finest service and leadership of any naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to 

close. PNS doesn't cost the taxpayers money; it saves the taxpayers money. Please support the 

continuation of efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

open. We cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its 

importance to keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 



Page 1 of 1 

Milan Marich 

Dear Sir: 
My name is Milan Marich and I live in Portsmouth,d!Jd~wd 

Hampshire. I am writing this letter in support of our shipyard and it is my 
hope that you consider removing our shipyard from the closure list. I worked 
at  the Pearl Harbor Shipyard for 11 years and then moved here and worked at  
the Portsmouth yard for 8 years after which I retired. Both shipyards were 
excellent places for me to work and in these scary times I feel neither yard 
should be closed. Should the closure list go through, New England would be 
lacking for protection. Please consider my support in your decision. This 
seacoast area is the best and I would hate to see it suffer because of any 
closure. 

3 15 Coolidge Dr 
Portsmouth, NH 

03801 
603 422 0859 



22 Oak Terrace 

Kittery, Maine 03904 

July 20,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

Now that the New England delegation, during the BRAC hearings on July 6th, has presented 

a strong and convincing case for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, I am writing to voice my support. 

PNS is home to many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in 

the Navy. I urge you to preserve this exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval shipyard. 

Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained professionals and has 

repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to efficiently realign itself with 

the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard in the Naval community. PNS is 

the leading shipyard in cost, schedule, safety and quality. 

Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads all nuclear submarine 

maintenance; including work practices, business processes and management techniques. PNS is 

actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and private, in planning and mission 

execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise and industrial process improvement 

plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly 

delivers the finest service and leadership of any naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to 

close. PNS doesn't cost the taxpayers money; it saves the taxpayers money. Please support the 

continuation of efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

open. We cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its 

importance to keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 



22 Oak Terrace 

Kittery, Maine 03904 

July 20,2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

' 2 5 2005 .J \, L 

Received 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray: 

Now that the New England delegation, during the BRAC hearings on July 61h, has presented 

a strong and convincing case for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, I am writing to voice my support. 

PNS is home to many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in 

the Navy. I urge you to preserve this exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval shipyard. 

Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained professionals and has 

repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to efficiently realign itself with 

the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard in the Naval community. PNS is 

the leading shipyard in cost, schedule, safety and quality. 

Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads all nuclear submarine 

maintenance; including work practices, business processes and management techniques. PNS is 

actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and private, in planning and mission 

execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise and industrial process improvement 

plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly 

delivers the finest service and leadership of any naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to 

close. PNS doesn't cost the taxpayers money; it saves the taxpayers money. Please support the 

continuation of efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

open. We cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its 

importance to keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 



22 Oak Terrace 

Kittery, Maine 03904 

July 20,2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Newton: 

Now that the New England delegation, during the BRAC hearings on July 6th, has presented 

a strong and convincing case for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, I am writing to voice my support. 

PNS is home to many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in 

the Navy. I urge you to preserve this exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval shipyard. 

Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained professionals and has 

repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to efficiently realign itself with 

the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard in the Naval community. PNS is 

the leading shipyard in cost, schedule, safety and quality. 

Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads all nuclear submarine 

maintenance; including work practices, business processes and management techniques. PNS is 

actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and private, in planning and mission 

execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise and industrial process improvement 

plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly 

delivers the finest service and leadership of any naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to 

close. PNS doesn't cost the taxpayers money; it saves the taxpayers money. Please support the 

continuation of efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

open. We cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its 

importance to keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 







25 Ayers Cove Drive 
PO Box 125 
Barrington, NH 03825 

The Honorable James V. Hansen BRAC Commission 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 j z i  2 5 2005 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Received 

Dear Commissioner Hansen: 

It is a function of the Congress of the United States to determine the size of 
our Navy's submarine fleet. Political appointees in the Department of Defense 
must not be allowed to circumvent this Congressional function via the BRAC 
process, by forcing reductions in the submarine force through unwise cuts in dry- 
dock capacity. Recent history has consistently shown that the submarine force 
has remained at 50-55 boats based on operational and national security needs of 
this country. Therefore, the Navy cannot afford to lose Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, or any other public shipyard. There is no excess capacity with regard 
to dry-dock space. 

Additionally, it is a stated goal of Secretary Rumsfeld to "transform" the armed 
services in the face of new global threats. In support of this goal, Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, as the preeminent shipyard in submarine overhaul and repair, 
has continuously "transformedn the processes used to maintain these assets. In 
a climate of dwindling defense dollars, Portsmouth's unparalled record of cost 
and innovation make it vital to our country. Furthermore, no shipyard, public or 
private, can match Portsmouth's record of quality, schedule, or safety. 

The Maine and New Hampshire delegations have outlined compelling 
evidence that the Department of Defense substantially deviated from many of the 
BRAC criteria with regard to Portsmouth. Its nuclear license, dry-docks, and 
culture of innovation are irreplaceable. Therefore, we fervently urge you to vote 
to remove Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from the 2005 BRAC list. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynda & Rick Cecchetti & Family 



Nancy B. McDonough 
132 Rogers Road BRAC Commission 

Kittery, Maine 03904-1430 
Tel: 207-439-4876 Fax: 207-439-0630 Email: wandnmcdon@aol.com 

J U  i 2 5 2005 
Recelved 

July 20, 2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Turner, 

I am the wife of Bill McDonough (Captain, USN(Ret). Bill and I'spent a fair amount 
of time speaking with you at the BRAC Reception at the Seaport Hotel the evening 
before the Hearings at the Convention Center in Boston on July 6th. 

It was a pleasure to meet you, as well as being able t o  talk with you about our 
feelings about BRAC. 

We realize your job is not an easy one, but we feel very strongly about 
closingthe Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. Its merits stand on their own! 

Please vote to  remove the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from the BRAC Closure 
List!! 

Thank you for taking the time to  read this, and please consider my request. 

Sincerely, 

,1 h Om-& 
McDonough 

(Mrs. William D.) 



BRAC Commission 
July 20,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



July 20,2005 

The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

r S f *  9 5 2005 

Received 

Dear Commissioner Coyle, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 





Dear Commissioner Turner, BRAC Commission 

.:liL 2 5 2005 
I write this letter to you in hopes that you will realize the importance of Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and cast your vote to remove her from the proposed list of b a k & W  
closed. Our shipyard is of undeniable importance to the Navy, the defense of our country 
and, obviously, to the surrounding area. 

By now, everyone knows of the incredible record of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. We put 
the submarines back where they are needed much faster, at a much lower cost, with a 
better quality of workmanship and in a safer manner than any of the other shipyards. 
Simply put, we save the government millions of dollars by being the best. We have a 
nuclear license and a deep-water harbor, both of which will be impossible to replace in 
the event of a surge in need. Already there are conflicts in scheduling for the years ahead 
in availability of dry-docks in our shipyards. What will the closure of another shipyard do 
to that scheduling problem? 

I have been employed at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for nearly 28 years. My wife has 
been employed at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for over 18 years, having once lost her job 
in a reduction-in-force and being rehired four years later. My father and three of my 
uncles have retired after 30+ years of service at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and my 
grandfather retired from there as well. As you can see, I have a lot of pride in my family 
history at the shipyard and the work that is produced there, as do most of the employees 
there. 

I don't advocate closing Pearl Harbor Shipyard. If it is a strategic base due to it's 
location, (and I believe this to be valid), then keep it open. I believe they can do enough 
other things to make that a worthwhile option. I don't believe, however, that they need to 
be repairing / overhauling submarines when it is a proven fact that we do it better, 
cheaper, faster and safer than they do, (or than Puget Sound and Norfolk does for that 
matter). 

In closing, I would ask only that you consider these and all the facts related to 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard when it is time to cast your vote on whether to close 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in this round of base closings and/or realignments because I 
believe that you will feel as I do that the Department of Defense erred when they 
included Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on this list. 

Respectfully, 

'~~ -= 
Fred Dostie 



Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

Re ived I write this letter to you in hopes that you will realize the importance of ~ortsmouf& 
Naval Shipyard and cast your vote to remove her from the proposed list of bases to be 
closed. Our shipyard is of undeniable importance to the Navy, the defense of our country 
and, obviously, to the surrounding area. 

By now, everyone knows of the incredible record of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. We put 
the submarines back where they are needed much faster, at a much lower cost, with a 
better quality of workmanship and in a safer manner than any of the other shipyards. 
Simply put, we save the government millions of dollars by being the best. We have a 
nuclear license and a deep-water harbor, both of which will be impossible to replace in 
the event of a surge in need. Already there are conflicts in scheduling for the years ahead 
in availability of dry-docks in our shipyards. What will the closure of another shipyard do 
to that scheduling problem? 

I have been employed at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for nearly 28 years. My wife has 
been employed at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for over 18 years, having once lost her job 
in a reduction-in-force and being rehired four years later. My father and three of my 
uncles have retired after 30+ years of service at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and my 
grandfather retired from there as well. As you can see, I have a lot of pride in my family 
history at the shipyard and the work that is produced there, as do most of the employees 
there. 

I don't advocate closing Pearl Harbor Shipyard. If it is a strategic base due to it's 
location, (and I believe this to be valid), then keep it open. I believe they can do enough 
other things to make that a worthwhile option. I don't believe, however, that they need to 
be repairing I overhauling submarines when it is a proven fact that we do it better, 
cheaper, faster and safer than they do, (or than Puget Sound and Norfolk does for that 
matter). 

In closing, I would ask only that you consider these and all the facts related to 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard when it is time to cast your vote on whether to close 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in this round of base closings and/or realignments because I 
believe that you will feel as I do that the Department of Defense erred when they 
included Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on this list. 

Respectfully, 

>&-'-7- J -\ 

Fred Dostie 



Dear Commissioner Coyle, BRAC Commission 

2 5 2005 
I write this letter to you in hopes that you will realize the importance of Portsm u 
Naval Shipyard and cast yo& vote to remove her from the proposed list of baseslteckhed 
closed. Our shipyard is of undeniable importance to the Navy, the defense of our country 
and, obviously, to the surrounding area. 

By now, everyone knows of the incredible record of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. We put 
the submarines back where they are needed much faster, at a much lower cost, with a 
better quality of workmanship and in a safer manner than any of the other shipyards. 
Simply put, we save the government millions of dollars by being the best. We have a 
nuclear license and a deep-water harbor, both of which will be impossible to replace in 
the event of a surge in need. Already there are conflicts in scheduling for the years ahead 
in availability of dry-docks in our shipyards. What will the closure of another shipyard do 
to that scheduling problem? 

I have been employed at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for nearly 28 years. My wife has 
been employed at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for over 18 years, having once lost her job 
in a reduction-in-force and being rehired four years later. My father and three of my 
uncles have retired after 30+ years of service at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and my 
grandfather retired from there as well. As you can see, I have a lot of pride in my family 
history at the shipyard and the work that is produced there, as do most of the employees 
there. 

I don't advocate closing Pearl Harbor Shipyard. If it is a strategic base due to it's 
location, (and I believe this to be valid), then keep it open. I believe they can do enough 
other things to make that a worthwhile option. I don't believe, however, that they need to 
be repairing / overhauling submarines when it is a proven fact that we do it better, 
cheaper, faster and safer than they do, (or than Puget Sound and Norfolk does for that 
matter). 

In closing, I would ask only that you consider these and all the facts related to 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard when it is time to cast your vote on whether to close 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in this round of base closings andlor realignments because I 
believe that you will feel as I do that the Department of Defense erred when they 
included Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on this list. 

Respectfully, 

Fred Dostie 



Dear Commissioner Hill, 
BRAC Commissiol~ 

I write this letter to you in hopes that you will realize the importance of P w @  
Naval Shipyard and cast your vote to remove her from the proposed list of bases to be 
closed. Our shipyard is of undeniable importance to the Navy, the defense of our country 
and, obviously, to the surrounding area. 

By now, everyone knows of the incredible record of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. We put 
the submarines back where they are needed much faster, at a much lower cost, with a 
better quality of workmanship and in a safer manner than any of the other shipyards. 
Simply put, we save the government millions of dollars by being the best. We have a 
nuclear license and a deep-water harbor, both of which will be impossible to replace in 
the event of a surge in need. Already there are conflicts in scheduling for the years ahead 
in availability of dry-docks in our shipyards. What will the closure of another shipyard do 
to that scheduling problem? 

I have been employed at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for nearly 28 years. My wife has 
been employed at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for over 18 years, having once lost her job 
in a reduction-in-force and being rehired four years later. My father and three of my 
uncles have retired after 30+ years of service at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and my 
grandfather retired from there as well. As you can see, I have a lot of pride in my family 
history at the shipyard and the work that is produced there, as do most of the employees 
there. 

I don't advocate closing Pearl Harbor Shipyard. If it is a strategic base due to it's 
location, (and I believe this to be valid), then keep it open. I believe they can do enough 
other things to make that a worthwhile option. I don't believe, however, that they need to 
be repairing 1 overhauling submarines when it is a proven fact that we do it better, 
cheaper, faster and safer than they do, (or than Puget Sound and Norfolk does for that 
matter). 

In closing, I would ask only that you consider these and all the facts related to 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard when it is time to cast your vote on whether to close 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in this round of base closings and/or realignments because I 
believe that you will feel as I do that the Department of Defense erred when they 
included Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on this list. 

Respectfully, 

Fred Dostie 



July 20,2005 

BRAC Commission 

General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Received 

Dear Commissioner Newton, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



July 20,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Coinmission 

2 5  2005 ., ,J - 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding con~munities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



25 Ayers Cove Drive 
PO Box 125 
Barrington, NH 03825 

BRAC Commission 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr., USN (Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Gehman: 

It is a function of the Congress of the United States to determine the size of 
our Navy's submarine fleet. Political appointees in the Department of Defense 
must not be allowed to circumvent this Congressional function via the BRAC 
process, by forcing reductions in the submarine force through unwise cuts in dry- 
dock capacity. Recent history has consistently shown that the submarine force 
has remained at 50-55 boats based on operational and national security needs of 
this country. Therefore, the Navy cannot afford to lose Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, or any other public shipyard. There is no excess capacity with regard 
to dry-dock space. 

Additionally, it is a stated goal of Secretary Rumsfeld to "transform" the armed 
services in the face of new global threats. In support of this goal, Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, as the preeminent shipyard in submarine overhaul and repair, 
has continuously "transformed" the processes used to maintain these assets. In 
a climate of dwindling defense dollars, Portsmouth's unparalled record of cost 
and innovation make it vital to our country. Furthermore, no shipyard, public or 
private, can match Portsmouth's record of quality, schedule, or safety. 

The Maine and New Hampshire delegations have outlined compelling 
evidence that the Department of Defense substantially deviated from many of the 
BRAC criteria with regard to Portsmouth. Its nuclear license, dry-docks, and 
culture of innovation are irreplaceable. Therefore, we fervently urge you to vote 
to remove Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from the 2005 BRAC list. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynda & Rick Cecchetti & Family 



25 Ayers Cove Drive 
PO Box 125 
Barrington, NH 03825 

BRAC  omm mission 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 j c ~  2 5 2005 
Arlington, VA 22202 ~ e c e i v e d  

Dear Commissioner Coyle: 

It is a function of the Congress of the United States to determine the size of 
our Navy's submarine fleet. Political appointees in the Department of Defense 
must not be allowed to circumvent this Congressional function via the BRAC 
process, by forcing reductions in the submarine force through unwise cuts in dry- 
dock capacity. Recent history has consistently shown that the submarine force 
has remained at 50-55 boats based on operational and national security needs of 
this country. Therefore, the Navy cannot afford to lose Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, or any other public shipyard. There is no excess capacity with regard 
to dry-dock space. 

Additionally, it is a stated goal of Secretary Rumsfeld to "transform" the armed 
services in the face of new global threats. In support of this goal, Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, as the preeminent shipyard in submarine overhaul and repair, 
has continuously "transformed1' the processes used to maintain these assets. In 
a climate of dwindling defense dollars, Portsmouth's unparalled record of cost 
and innovation make it vital to our country. Furthermore, no shipyard, public or 
private, can match Portsmouth's record of quality, schedule, or safety. 

The Maine and New Hampshire delegations have outlined compelling 
evidence that the Department of Defense substantially deviated from many of the 
BRAC criteria with regard to Portsmouth. Its nuclear license, dry-docks, and 
culture of innovation are irreplaceable. Therefore, we fervently urge you to vote 
to remove Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from the 2005 BRAC list. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynda & Rick Cecchetti & Family 



25 Ayers Cove Drive 
PO Box 125 
Barrington, NH 03825 

BRAC Commission 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission JUL 2 5 2005 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 Received 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Skinner: 

It is a function of the Congress of the United States to determine the size of 
our Navy's submarine fleet. Political appointees in the Department of Defense 
must not be allowed to circumvent this Congressional function via the BRAC 
process, by forcing reductions in the submarine force through unwise cuts in dry- 
dock capacity. Recent history has consistently shown that the submarine force 
has remained at 50-55 boats based on operational and national security needs of 
this country. Therefore, the Navy cannot afford to lose Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, or any other public shipyard. There is no excess capacity with regard 
to dry-dock space. 

Additionally, it is a stated goal of Secretary Rumsfeld to "transformn the armed 
services in the face of new global threats. In support of this goal, Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, as the preeminent shipyard in submarine overhaul and repair, 
has continuously "transformed" the processes used to maintain these assets. In 
a climate of dwindling defense dollars, Portsmouth's unparalled record of cost 
and innovation make it vital to our country. Furthermore, no shipyard, public or 
private, can match Portsmouth's record of quality, schedule, or safety. 

The Maine and New Hampshire delegations have outlined compelling 
evidence that the Department of Defense substantially deviated from many of the 
BRAC criteria with regard to Portsmouth. Its nuclear license, dry-docks, and 
culture of innovation are irreplaceable. Therefore, we fervently urge you to vote 
to remove Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from the 2005 BRAC list. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynda & Rick Cecchetti & Family 



.. i l J -"', 
-?&-d&~LCZ;&' - 

Received 



25 Ayers Cove Drive 
PO Box 125 
Barrington, NH 03825 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF (Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Cornmission 

i '  ' 2 5 2005 .. - 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Turner: 

It is a function of the Congress of the United States to determine the size of 
our Navy's submarine fleet. Political appointees in the Department of Defense 
must not be allowed to circumvent this Congressional function via the BRAC 
process, by forcing reductions in the submarine force through unwise cuts in dry- 
dock capacity. Recent history has consistently shown that the submarine force 
has remained at 50-55 boats based on operational and national security needs of 
this country. Therefore, the Navy cannot afford to lose Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, or any other public shipyard. There is no excess capacity with regard 
to dry-dock space. 

Additionally, it is a stated goal of Secretary Rumsfeld to "transform" the armed 
services in the face of new global threats. In support of this goal, Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, as the preeminent shipyard in submarine overhaul and repair, 
has continuously "transformed" the processes used to maintain these assets. In 
a climate of dwindling defense dollars, Portsmouth's unparalled record of cost 
and innovation make it vital to our country. Furthermore, no shipyard, public or 
private, can match Portsmouth's record of quality, schedule, or safety. 

The Maine and New Hampshire delegations have outlined compelling 
evidence that the Department of Defense substantially deviated from many of the 
BRAC criteria with regard to Portsmouth. Its nuclear license, dry-docks, and 
culture of innovation are irreplaceable. Therefore, we fervently urge you to vote 
to remove Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from the 2005 BRAC list. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynda & Rick Cecchetti & Family 



BRAC Commissioll 

j L L  i 3 2005 
Received 

25 Ayers Cove Drive 
PO Box 125 
Barrington, NH 03825 

General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF (Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Newton: 

It is a function of the Congress of the United States to determine the size of 
our Navy's submarine fleet. Political appointees in the Department of Defense 
must not be allowed to circumvent this Congressional function via the BRAC 
process, by forcing reductions in the submarine force through unwise cuts in dry- 
dock capacity. Recent history has consistently shown that the submarine force 
has remained at 50-55 boats based on operational and national security needs of 
this country. Therefore, the Navy cannot afford to lose Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, or any other public shipyard. There is no excess capacity with regard 
to dry-dock space. 

Additionally, it is a stated goal of Secretary Rumsfeld to "transform" the armed 
services in the face of new global threats. In support of this goal, Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, as the preeminent shipyard in submarine overhaul and repair, 
has continuously "transformed the processes used to maintain these assets. In 
a climate of dwindling defense dollars, Portsmouth's unparalled record of cost 
and innovation make it vital to our country. Furthermore, no shipyard, public or 
private, can match Portsmouth's record of quality, schedule, or safety. 

The Maine and New Hampshire delegations have outlined compelling 
evidence that the Department of Defense substantially deviated from many of the 
BRAC criteria with regard to Portsmouth. Its nuclear license, dry-docks, and 
culture of innovation are irreplaceable. Therefore, we fervently urge you to vote 
to remove Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from the 2005 BRAC list. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynda & Rick Cecchetti & Family 



25 Ayers Cove Drive 
PO Box 125 
Barrington, NH 03825 

RRAC Cornmission 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Received 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

It is a function of the Congress of the United States to determine the size of 
our Navy's submarine fleet. Political appointees in the Department of Defense 
must not be allowed to circumvent this Congressional function via the BRAC 
process, by forcing reductions in the submarine force through unwise cuts in dry- 
dock capacity. Recent history has consistently shown that the submarine force 
has remained at 50-55 boats based on operational and national security needs of 
this country. Therefore, the Navy cannot afford to lose Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, or any other public shipyard. There is no excess capacity with regard 
to dry-dock space. 

Additionally, it is a stated goal of Secretary Rumsfeld to "transformn the armed 
services in the face of new global threats. In support of this goal, Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, as the preeminent shipyard in submarine overhaul and repair, 
has continuously "transformed" the processes used to maintain these assets. In 
a climate of dwindling defense dollars, Portsmouth's unparalled record of cost 
and innovation make it vital to our country. Furthermore, no shipyard, public or 
private, can match Portsmouth's record of quality, schedule, or safety. 

The Maine and New Hampshire delegations have outlined compelling 
evidence that the Department of Defense substantially deviated from many of the 
BRAC criteria with regard to Portsmouth. Its nuclear license, dry-docks, and 
culture of innovation are irreplaceable. Therefore, we fervently urge you to vote 
to remove Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from the 2005 BRAC list. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynda & Rick Cecchetti & Family 



July 20,2005 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Cornmiasion 
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Received 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interestof our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well h o w l  for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



25 Ayers Cove Drive 
PO Box 125 
Barrington, NH 03825 

General James T. Hill, USA (Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Co~nmission 

JUL 2 5  2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Hill: 

It is a function of the Congress of the United States to determine the size of 
our Navy's submarine fleet. Political appointees in the Department of Defense 
must not be allowed to circumvent this Congressional function via the BRAC 
process, by forcing reductions in the submarine force through unwise cuts in dry- 
dock capacity. Recent history has consistently shown that the submarine force 
has remained at 50-55 boats based on operational and national security needs of 
this country. Therefore, the Navy cannot afford to lose Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard, or any other public shipyard. There is no excess capacity with regard 
to dry-dock space. 

Additionally, it is a stated goal of Secretary Rumsfeld to "transform" the armed 
services in the face of new global threats. In support of this goal, Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, as the preeminent shipyard in submarine overhaul and repair, 
has continuously "transformed" the processes used to maintain these assets. In 
a climate of dwindling defense dollars, Portsmouth's unparalled record of cost 
and innovation make it vital to our country. Furthermore, no shipyard, public or 
private, can match Portsmouth's record of quality, schedule, or safety. 

The Maine and New Hampshire delegations have outlined compelling 
evidence that the Department of Defense substantially deviated from many of the 
BRAC criteria with regard to Portsmouth. Its nuclear license, dry-docks, and 
culture of innovation are irreplaceable. Therefore, we fervently urge you to vote 
to remove Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from the 2005 BRAC list. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Lynda & Rick Cecchetti & Family 



July 20,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commiesisa 

JEL 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Turner, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



July 21,2005 

James T. Hill,Commissioner 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 
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Received 

Re: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

We have far too few Public Shipyards, especially Naval Submarine repair facilities to even consider closing 

Portsmouth. If the bottom line is money, then the case to close Portsmouth is based on false information. In 

the long run, closing Portsmouth will cost the Navy much time and money. 

The Northeast is about to become a military wasteland. Can the United States really afford that option? I 

think not. 

I urge you to look at the facts. They can only lead you to the conclusion that Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

needs to stay open and continue to do the excellent job it has done and continues to do for this country and 

the Navy. 

The economic impact of closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard will be far reaching and devastating. 

In addition to the service it provides the U. S. Navy, it is of great service to thousands of military families 

and retirees. The closing of this facility coupled with the proposal to close Brunswick Naval Air Station, 

will leave the entire Northeast with only one military medical facility to serve the many thousands in 6 states. 

This would be unconscionable. 

I ask you to keep Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open to continue to serve this country and its people. 

0 
CW04 James J. Noseworthy, USCGR ret. 
Dorothy E. Noseworthy 
120 Nimble Hill Road 
Newington, NH 03801-2724 
603-436-3 1 1 1 
dewn@comcast .net 



July 2 1, 2005 

James V. Hansen,Commissioner 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

We have far too few Public Shipyards, especially Naval Submarine repair facilities to even consider closing 

Portsmouth. If the bottom line is money, then the case to close Portsmouth is based on false information. In 

the long run, closing Portsmouth will cost the Navy much time and money. 

The Northeast is about to become a military wasteland. Can the United States really afford that option? I 

think not. 

I urge you to look at the facts. They can only lead you to the conclusion that Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

needs to stay open and continue to do the excellent job it has done and continues to do for this country and 

the Navy. 

The economic impact of closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard will be far reaching and devastating. 

In addition to the service it provides the U. S. Navy, it is of great service to thousands of military families 

and retirees. The closing of this facility coupled with the proposal to close Brunswick Naval Air Station, 

will leave the entire Northeast with only one military medical facility to serve the many thousands in 6 states. 

This would be unconscionable. 

I ask you to keep Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open to continue to serve this country and its people. 

Sincerely, 

CW04 James I. &seworthy, USCG% ret. 
Dorothy E. Noseworthy 
120 Nimble Hill Road 
Newington, NH 03801 -2724 
603-436-3 1 1 1 
dewn@comcast.net 



July 2 1, 2005 

Samuel Knox Skinner, Commissioner 
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

We have far too few Public Shipyards, especially Naval Submarine repair facilities to even consider closing 

Portsmouth. If the bottom line is money, then the case to close Portsmouth is based on false information. In 

the long run, closing Portsmouth will cost the Navy much time and money. 

The Northeast is about to become a military wasteland. Can the United States really afford that option? I 

think not. 

1 urge you to look at the facts. They can only lead you to the conclusion that Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

needs to stay open and continue to do the excellent job it has done and continues to do for this country and 

the Navy. 

The economic impact of closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard will be far reaching and devastating. 

In addition to the service it provides the U. S. Navy, it is of great service to thousands of military families 

and retirees. The closing of this facility coupled with the proposal to close Brunswick Naval Air Station, 

will leave the entire Northeast with only one military medical facility to serve the many thousands in 6 states. 

This would be unconscionable. 

I ask you to keep Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open to continue to serve this country and its people. 

Sincere 

0 J 
CW04 James J. Noseworthy, USCGR ret. 
Dorothy E. Noseworthy 
120 Nimble Hill Road 
Newington, NH 03 80 1-2724 
603-436-3 1 1 1 
dewn@comcast .net 





22 Oak Terrace 

Kittery, Maine 03904 

July 20,2005 

The Honorable Samuel K Skinner 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

" 1 1  '15 2005 JL, 

Received 

Dear Commissioner Skinner: 

Now that the New England delegation, during the BRAC hearings on July 6th, has presented 

a strong and convincing case for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, I am writing to voice my support. 

PNS is home to many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in 

the Navy. I urge you to preserve this exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval shipyard. 

Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained professionals and has 

repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to efficiently realign itself with 

the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard in the Naval community. PNS is 

the leading shipyard in cost, schedule, safety and quality. 

Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads all nuclear submarine 

maintenance; including work practices, business processes and management techniques. PNS is 

actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and private, in planning and mission 

execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise and industrial process improvement 

plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly 

delivers the finest service and leadership of any naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to 

close. PNS doesn't cost the taxpayers money; it saves the taxpayers money. Please support the 

continuation of efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

open. We cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its 

importance to keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 



22 Oak Terrace 

Kittery, Maine 03904 

July 20,2005 

General James T. Hill 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Hill: 

Now that the New England delegation, during the BRAC hearings on July 6th, has presented 

a strong and convincing case for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, I am writing to voice my support. 

PNS is home to many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in 

the Navy. I urge you to preserve this exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval shipyard. 

Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained professionals and has 

repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to efficiently realign itself with 

the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard in the Naval community. PNS is 

the leading shipyard in cost, schedule, safety and quality. 

Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads all nuclear submarine 

maintenance; including work practices, business processes and management techniques. PNS is 

actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and private, in planning and mission 

execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise and industrial process improvement 

plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly 

delivers the finest service and leadership of any naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to 

close. PNS doesn't cost the taxpayers money; it saves the taxpayers money. Please support the 

continuation of efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

open. We cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its 

importance to keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 



22 Oak Terrace 

Kittery, Maine 03904 

July 20,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Colnmission 

jii& 2 5 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Hansen: 

Now that the New England delegation, during the BRAC hearings on July 6Ih, has presented 

a strong and convincing case for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, I am writing to voice my support. 

PNS is home to many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in 

the Navy. I urge you to preserve this exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval shipyard. 

Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained professionals and has 

repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to efficiently realign itself with 

the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard in the Naval community. PNS is 

the leading shipyard in cost, schedule, safety and quality. 

Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads all nuclear submarine 

maintenance; including work practices, business processes and management techniques. PNS is 

actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and private, in planning and mission 

execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise and industrial process improvement 

plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard undoubtedly 

delivers the finest service and leadership of any naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to 

close. PNS doesn't cost the taxpayers money; it saves the taxpayers money. Please support the 

continuation of efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

open. We cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its 

importance to keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 





Chief of Naval Operations 
The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the MERITORIOUS UNIT 
COMMENDATION to 

NAVAL SHIPYARD, PORTSMOUTH 
for services as set forth in the following 
CITATION: 

For meritorious service from 11 September 2001 to 30 August 2004. The personnel of 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and tenant activities consistently and superbly performed 
their mission while establishing a phenomenal record of cost, schedule, quality and safety 
performance. The Shipyard embraced the One-Shipyard Initiative and is leading the 
transformation of our Navy's nuclear ship maintenance base through innovation and the 
application of LEAN industrial practices. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard personnel 
established new performance levels for submarine maintenance, modernization, and 
overhaul work by producing business results that are the benchmark among public and 
private sector nuclear shipyards. The Shipyard completed six major submarine 
availabilities early, exceeded Net Operating Result financial goals, reduced injuries by 
more than 50 percent and exceeded the Secretary of Defense's Fiscal Year 2006 Stretch 
Goal for lost workday compensation rates two years early. Naval Shipyard Portsmouth's 
extraordinary performance is translating into increased U.S. Submarine Fleet readiness. 
By their unrelenting determination, perseverance and steadfast devotion to duty, the 
officers, enlisted personnel, and civilian employees of Naval Shipyard Portsmouth 
reflected credit upon themselves and upheld the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Services. 

For the Secretary, 

V.E. CLARK 
Admiral, United States Navy 
Chief of Naval Operations 



July 20,2005 BRAC Commission 

Dear Commissioner Principi: JUL 2 5 2005 
I am writing to you in regard to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard being on the osure list of the 
current BRAC. During your visit to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on Ju it? C ? b ~ e ~ o u  were 
presented with all of the data regarding Portsmouth's record of cost, schedule and quality. 
This data was also presented to you during the Regional BRAC meeting in Boston. I won't 
repeat it here. The bottom line is Portsmouth is the best in the submarine business for one 
simple reason: we work solely on submarines. When it comes to submarine work, 
Portsmouth cannot be matched. Not only would it be foolish to close Portsmouth, but it would 
be more advantageous to the government (and taxpayers) to keep it open and have 
submarine overhaul, refueling, conversion, modernization and maintenance work assigned to 
Portsmouth. 

To close Portsmouth tells me two things: 

a) The US Government is not concerned with saving money. 

b) The US Government does not feel that submarines are imperative to the security of 
our nation. 

If this is indeed the case, it is quite possible I am living in the wrong country. That is a very 
discouraging thought which I wrestle with each night when I retire to bed. 

The attitude at Portsmouth is extraordinary. We have a saying around this yard: "If it's a 
submarine, we can do it". It is this same attitude that has led Portsmouth to establishing the 
standard in schedule, cost and quality in submarine maintenance, overhaul, refueling and 
modernization. The Secretary of the Navy has reinforced Portsmouth's record of 
performance. The enclosed Meritorious Unit Commendation reflects this. Take a few 
moments to read it carefully. After you have read it, I personally challenge you and your staff 
to consider the ramifications of closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. Set aside any political 
static which you surely hear all day, every day. Set aside any pressure you may be 
experiencing about the position you are in. Focus on the basic consequences which will 
follow if Portsmouth Naval Shipyard were to be closed. And as you weigh your decision, 
remember this; the decision you and your colleagues make will continue long after you're 
gone. 

Thank you for your time. 

Very Respectfully, 

~@smouth Naval Shipyard 
Hull Structures Branch 



July 2 1 ,  2005 

Sue Ellen Turner, Commissioner 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Received 

Re: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

We have far too few Public Shipyards, especially Naval Submarine repair facilities to even consider closing 

Portsmouth. If the bottom line is money, then the case to close Portsmouth is based on false information. In 

the long run, closing Portsmouth will cost the Navy much time and money. 

The Northeast is about to become a military wasteland. Can the United States really afford that option? I 

think not. 

I urge you to look at the facts. They can only lead you to the conclusion that Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

needs to stay open and continue to do the excellent job it has done and continues to do for this country and 

the Navy. 

The economic impact of closing Portsmouth Naval Shipyard will be far reaching and devastating. 

In addition to the service it provides the U. S. Navy, it is of great service to thousands of military families 

and retirees. The closing of this facility coupled with the proposal to close Brunswick Naval Air Station, 

will leave the entire Northeast with only one military medical facility to serve the many thousands in 6 states. 

This would be unconscionable. 

T ask you to keep Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open to continue to serve this country and its people. 

Sincerely, 

&d+%Lw 

4 
CW04 James J. Noseworthy, USCGR ret. 
Dorothy E. Noseworthy 
120 Nimble Hill Road 
Newington, NH 03801-2724 
603-436-3 1 1 1 
dewn@comcast .net 



July 22,2005 

Dana Stairs 
RWAC CJommis~ion P.O. BOX 541 

Rollinsfwd. NH 03869 

Received 

Dear Commissioner Coyle: 

I am writing today on behalf or retaining the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard but I would also like to thank 
you for your efforts in running the 2005 BRAC Commission review in an open and pmfessional 
manner. 

I am glad you have had the opportunity to meet our team at the shipyard. You have been able to see 
first hand why this issue is different in effect, both locally and nationally, from dosure of a military base 
manned mainly by military personnel. Closing Portsmouth is a decision that we do not need this 
nuclear capable, Navy operated shipyard m r .  The center of the issue is the future force size and the 
industrial capadty needed to maintain that force. The projected workload wer the years has a k y s  
been uncertain with long term plans in constant flux as the fleet supports its operatJonal commitments. 
As you have been shown, the Navy consistently underestimates its Mure needs but has ahnrays had 
the capacrty to compensate for this in the past. I do not believe the reality of this is honestly understood 
at the higher levels of Navy and DoD. 

Sincerely. 

I - 
Dana Stairs 



3 Alewive Farms Road 

Kennebunk, Maine 04043 

July 22,2005 

BRAC Commission 
The Honorable Philip Coyle 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 

252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 6 2005 
Received 

Dear Commissioner Coyle: 

I am writing to voice my support for the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. PNS is home to 

many knowledgeable employees, who work diligently to provide top performance in the Navy. 

While setting the Navy standards for cost, quality, schedule and safety, our shipyard is also 

prepared to provide emergency services to our community and nation, I urge you to preserve this 

exceptional shipyard. 

Officially established in 1800, PNS is the oldest continuously operated public naval 

shipyard. Over the past two centuries, PNS has maintained a wealth of highly trained 

professionals and has repeatedly used its innovative and exceptionally skilled workforce to 

efficiently realign itself with the missions of the Navy. PNS has long been a premiere shipyard 

in the Naval community. Under the Navy's "One Shipyard" transformation initiative, PNS leads 

all nuclear submarine maintenance; including work practices, business processes and 

management techniques. PNS is actively involved in mentoring other shipyards, both public and 

private, in planning and mission execution. PNS continuously provides knowledge, expertise 

and industrial process improvement plans that greatly benefit shipyards across the nation. 

Portsmouth ~ a v a l  Shipyard undoubtedly delivers the finest service and leadership of any 

naval shipyard and is far too vital for the Navy to close. Please support the continuation of 

efficiency and effectiveness in our military by keeping Portsmouth Naval Shipyard open. We 

cannot afford to lose our shipyard and I sincerely encourage you to recognize its importance to 

keep it open and active, and serving our nation proudly. 

Sincerely yours, 

&.ie 
Deborah Blunt 



Dear Honorable Commissioner General James T. Hill, 0712 1 I2005 BRAC Commission 

Closing PNS, Maine is an error that will come back to haunt the defense of this c d w .  6 20' 
The use of Pearl Harbor for ship maintenance beyond the emergent quick fixes wil&€%&d 

a major problem for our Pacific fleet. Once a ship is involved in an overhaul it is bench 

marked by PNS to involve 10 months for a DMP or 18 months for an ERO, this type of 

work done in Pearl Harbor takes twice that time and double the cost. Once the ships are 

put into the dry dock, they essentially are sitting ducks for that period. Once Pearl 

Harbor has dry-docked any ship, the "strategic location" is now a war liability. I 

understand the importance of having the dry dock capability on the "future front line", 

but once a ship is placed in the dry dock, this emergent dry dock capability is lost; it 

would be the same as filling the dry dock with concrete for the period that it would 

remain in the dry dock. With that said, I would recommend using Pearl Harbor just as 

Admiral Robert Willard strongly suggested, for strategic repair work in the front line. 

Overhaul maintenance is not strategic work for a potential front line. It would be similar 

to doing overhaul work on a tank battalion on the front line, which does not happen, these 

vehicles are hauled back to a point behind the front lines for this important work. To the 

comment that the Navy keeps reiterating that PNS, Maine only works on submarines, this 

statement is false. As a one-shipyard concept PNS has been instrumental in providing 

ship upgrades to surface ships, coast guard and Navy, our people have traveled to assist 

other shipyards with their surface craft. The report back from employees that have done 

this work is that it is exponentially easier work to accomplish. The techniques and work 

habits that we brought to task on these surface ships put these other yards to shame. The 

returning work force asked why we were not afforded this type of work and was told that 

the Navy will not give us that work because the work we are able to accomplish on 

submarines is of such high quality and quantity that they could not afford to let us delve 

into other classes of ships. In Portsmouth's past we have worked on the USS 

Constitution in Boston, the rescue chambers, the dry dock shelters, the Advanced seal 

delivery system, various tugs, we have built radiological barges, floatation tanks, 

submarines all classes, coast guard cutters, in the more distant past we work all sorts of 

surface ships, the ability of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is not one dimensional. We are a 

work force that is loyal to the Navy; we have made the cultural changes that put us on the 



cutting edge of management techniques. Our workforce is motivated, proud and does not 

expect a hand out just because of location. The latest quality reports fiom Pearl Harbor 

are troubling. They are available to your s ~ ,  they are NOFORN materials that you 

should see. Beyond just the technical dificulties that Pearl has, the work force culture is 

a problem. I don't know how to express this any simpler than you need to look at the 

culture as well. Cidtural change in organizations the size of shipyards is not easy, this 

work will take a decade in Pearl if it ever changes. I think Pearl Harbor has a role but I do 

not think they are up to the challenge that the Navy is going to thrust upon them. Some 

bottom line thoughts, if the Navy's only word for shuttering PNS, Maine is Strategic 

location of Pearl, then this concept is the strongest argument to keep Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard open. Losing the availability of dry dock capacity at Pearl essentially 

eliminates the "strategic location", having the dry docks available in Pearl by doing the 

overhaul work in Portsmouth Naval Shipyard maintains that strategic location in Pearl. 

Keep this in mind, a DMP (1 0 months PNS at 330 million, 22-24 months at 500-600 

million). Dry dock capability is about knowing with certainty that you will have dry- 

dock capability. Portsmouth can tell the Navy within days, how long and at what final 

cost each of its availabilities will take. Keep PNS viable, it leads the nation. (PS, I know 

the country needs to keep its private yards going, and at this time there is a DMP ongoing 

within the private sector, it is now past our ten month record and is looking to take more 

in the area of twenty plus months. Its as if we should be the contractors and the 

contractors are the more typical stereo typed government workers.) Please fell fiee to 

contact me at any time day or night. 
A 

Thank ou mu 
A Stephen Cooke 

PNS employee 

Tele: 207.45 
I 



Dear Honorable Commissioner James H. Bilbray, 0712 1 /ZOO5 
BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 6  2005 
Closing PNS, Maine is an error that will come back to haunt the defense of this c%Sed 

The use of Pearl Harbor for ship maintenance beyond the emergent quick fixes will pose 

a major problem for our Pacific fleet. Once a ship is involved in an overhaul it is bench 

marked by PNS to involve 10 months for a DMP or 18 months for an ERO, this type of 

work done in Pearl Harbor takes twice that time and double the cost. Once the ships are 

put into the dry dock, they essentially are sitting ducks for that period. Once Pearl 

Harbor has dry-docked any ship, the "strategic location" is now a war liability. I 

understand the importance of having the dry dock capability on the "future front line", 

but once a ship is placed in the dry dock, this emergent dry dock capability is lost; it 

would be the same as filling the dry dock with concrete for the period that it would 

remain in the dry dock. With that said, I would recommend using Pearl Harbor just as 

Admiral Robert Willard strongly suggested, for strategic repair work in the front line. 

Overhaul maintenance is not strategic work for a potential front line. It would be similar 

to doing overhaul work on a tank battalion on the front line, which does not happen, these 

vehicles are hauled back to a point behind the front lines for this important work. To the 

comment that the Navy keeps reiterating that PNS, Maine only works on submarines, this 

statement is false. As a one-shipyard concept PNS has been instrumental in providing 

ship upgrades to surface ships, coast guard and Navy, our people have traveled to assist 

other shipyards with their surface craft. The report back from employees that have done 

this work is that it is exponentially easier work to accomplish. The techniques and work 

habits that we brought to task on these surface ships put these other yards to shame. The 

returning work force asked why we were not afforded this type of work and was told that 

the Navy will not give us that work because the work we are able to accomplish on 

submarines is of such high quality and quantity that they could not afford to let us delve 

into other classes of ships. In Portsmouth's past we have worked on the USS 

Constitution in Boston, the rescue chambers, the dry dock shelters, the Advanced seal 

delivery system, various tugs, we have built radiological barges, floatation tanks, 

submarines all classes, coast guard cutters, in the more distant past we work all sorts of 

surface ships, the ability of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is not one dimensional. We are a 

work force that is loyal to the Navy; we have made the cultural changes that put us on the 



cutting edge of management techniques. Our workforce is motivated, proud and does not 

expect a hand out just because of location. The latest quality reports from Pearl Harbor 

are troubling. They are available to your staff; they are NOFORN materials that you 

should see. Beyond just the technical difficulties that Pearl has, the work force culture is 

a problem. I don't know how to express this any simpler than you need to look at the 

culture as well. Cultural change in organizations the size of shipyards is not easy, this 

work will take a decade in Pearl if it ever changes. I think Pearl Harbor has a role but I do 

not think they are up to the challenge that the Navy is going to thrust upon them. Some 

bottom line thoughts, if the Navy's only word for shuttering PNS, Maine is Strategic 

location of Pearl, then this concept is the strongest argument to keep Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard open. Losing the availability of dry dock capacity at Pearl essentially 

eliminates the "strategic location", having the dry docks available in Pearl by doing the 

overhaul work in Portsmouth Naval Shipyard maintains that strategic location in Pearl. 

Keep this in mind, a DMP (10 months PNS at 330 million, 22-24 months at 500-600 

million). Dty dock capability is about knowing with certainty that you will have dry- 

dock capability. Portsmouth can tell the Navy within days, how long and at what final 

cost each of its availabilities will take. Keep PNS viable, it leads the nation. (PS, I know 

the country needs to keep its private yards going, and at this time there is a DMP ongoing 

within the private sector, it is now past our ten month record and is looking to take more 
f l  

in the area of twenty plus months. Its as if we should be the contractors 

contractors are the more typical stereo typed government workers.) Please 

contact me at any time day or night. 

PNS employee fD@lzb 



Dear Honorable Commissioner Admiral Harold W. Gehman, 07/21/2005 BRAC Co~nmiss ion  

Closing PNS, Maine is an error that will come back to haunt the defense of this count# L 2 6 2005 

The use of Pearl Harbor for ship maintenance beyond the emergent quick fixes will 

a major problem for our Pacific fleet. Once a ship is involved in an overhaul it is bench 

marked by PNS to involve 10 months for a DMP or 18 months for an ERO, this type of 

work done in Pearl Harbor takes twice that time and double the cost. Once the ships are 

put into the dry dock, they essentially are sitting ducks for that period. Once Pearl 

Harbor has dry-docked any ship, the "strategic location" is now a war liability. I 

understand the importance of having the dry dock capability on the "future front line", 

but once a ship is placed in the dry dock, this emergent dry dock capability is lost; it 

would be the same as filling the dry dock with concrete for the period that it would 

remain in the dry dock. With that said, I would recommend using Pearl Harbor just as 

Admiral Robert Willard strongly suggested, for strategic repair work in the front line. 

Overhaul maintenance is not strategic work for a potential front line. It would be similar 

to doing overhaul work on a tank battalion on the front line, which does not happen, these 

vehicles are hauled back to a point behind the front lines for this important work. To the 

comment that the Navy keeps reiterating that PNS, Maine only works on submarines, this 

statement is false. As a one-shipyard concept PNS has been instrumental in providing 

ship upgrades to surface ships, coast guard and Navy, our people have traveled to assist 

other shipyards with their surface craft. The report back from employees that have done 

this work is that it is exponentially easier work to accomplish. The techniques and work 

habits that we brought to task on these surface ships put these other yards to shame. The 

retunzing work force asked why we were not afforded this type of work and was told that 

the Navy will not give us that work because the work we are able to accomplish on 

submarines is of such high quality and quantity that they could not afford to let us delve 

into other classes of ships. In Portsmouth's past we have worked on the USS 

Constitution in Boston, the rescue chambers, the dry dock shelters, the Advanced seal 

delivery system, various tugs, we have built radiological barges, floatation tanks, 

submarines all classes, coast guard cutters, in the more distant past we work all sorts of 

surface ships, the ability of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is not one dimensional. We are a 

work force that is loyal to the Navy; we have made the cultural changes that put us on the 



cutting edge of management techniques. Our workforce is motivated, proud and does not 

expect a hand out just because of location. The latest quality reports from Pearl Harbor 

are troubling. They are available to your staff; they are NOFORN materials that you 

should see. Beyond just the technical dificulties that Pearl has, the work force culture is 

a problem. I don't know how to express this any simpler than you need to look at the 

culture as well. Cultural change in organizations the size of shipyards is not easy, this 

work will take a decade in Pearl if it ever changes. I think Pearl Harbor has a role but I do 

not think they are up to the challenge that the Navy is going to thrust upon them. Some 

bottom line thoughts, if the Navy's only word for shuttering PNS, Maine is Strategic 

location of Pearl, then this concept is the strongest argument to keep Portsmouth Naval 

Shipyard open. Losing the availability of dry dock capacity at Pearl essentially 

eliminates the "strategic location", having the dry docks available in Pearl by doing the 

overhaul work in Portsmouth Naval Shipyard maintains that strategic location in Pearl. 

Keep this in mind, a DMP (10 months PNS at 330 million, 22-24 months at 500-600 

million). Dry dock capability is about knowing with certainty that you will have dry- 

dock capability. Portsmouth can tell the Navy within days, how long and at what final 

cost each of its availabilities will take. Keep PNS viable, it leads the nation. (PS, I know 

the country needs to keep its private yards going, and at this time there is a DMP ongoing 

within the private sector, it is now past our ten month record and is looking to take more 

in the area of twenty plus months. Its as if we should be the contractors and the I 
contractors are the more typical stereo typed government workers.) Please fell free to 

contact me at any time day or night. 
A 

Sephen Cooke 



July 21, 2005 JUL 2 6  2005 
Received 

Dear BRAC Commissioner, 

We strongly believe that the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNS) should NOT be 
included on your list of recommended base closures for the 2005 Base Realignment 
and Closing round. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a vital importance to our Navy 
and our Nation. 

The shipyard has an outstanding record of performance and has turned tens of millions 
of dollars back to the Navy. 

We have enclosed a sheet which states the economic impact to the surrounding areas. 
Our area has been working for the past 10 years to recover from the closing of the 
Pease Airforce Base. Please don't hit us again as we are striving to stand strong. 

Please do the right thing by keeping our Nation safe by keeping the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard 
......................................................................................................... 

Sincerely, 

,?g/'Fd@b pJ 
kob & Doris ~ a t k  
78 Dry Hill Road 
Rochester, NH 03867 
603-332-4557 

encl.: PNS fact sheet dated 0112005 



NEIL ROLDE 
Chahmn 

JANUARY ZOOS 

SEACOAST SHIPYARD ASSOCIATION 
Post O f f ~ e  Box 1 1 23 

P ~ r l ~ u t h ,  NH 03802- 1 1 23 
Tel. & Fax (603) 433-1 157 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD - ECONOMIC IMPACT - CY 2004 

CMLIAN PAYROLL: $31 8,329,729 
*ACTUAL NUMBER NUMBER OF 

STATE PAYROU OF EMPLOYEES - 
Maine $185,476,167 2,771 
New Hampshire 122,635,908 1,878 
Massachus&s 7,278.837 107 
Other Gtates 2,938.817 47 

Totals $318,329,729 ? 4,803 5,123 

The employment level for 2001 was 4,803. The number of employees 
paid (5.123) is greater since in some cases more than one person 
occupied the same job duhng 2004 

" 4,803 indudes: Shipyard - 4.51 3, SUBMEPP - 21 0, NMQAO - 27, and 
Naval Medical Clinic - 46. 

MILITARY PAYROLL: $29,349,581 

Navy. $16,835,997 Coast Guard: $12,513,584 

PURCHASED GOODS & SERVICES - (SUPPLY DEPARTMEW: $49,469,785 

Of this, $30,773,431 went to New England States: 

Massachusetts $ 6,208,822 Maine $2,264,030 
N ~ W  Hampshire 3,552.392 Rh& Island 383,954 
Connedlcut 18,203,736 Vermont 161,596 

CONTRACTED FACILITY SERVICES - f PUBUC WORKS DEPn: $46,418,=5 

Indudes: 
Maintena~Alterati01#1Suppod: $32,281,052 
Cll$tles (natural gastfuel ~atedse~wer/eledridty/c~mmunkabions): $14,157,283 

PAST VEARS' COMPARISON: 

Employment W i a n  Mililary Purchases Contrads 
Levd Paydl P a m  (Supply) (Public Works) 

DEDICATED TO THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD 



BRAC Commission 

C l n 6  pmL- t "P- - 


