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BRAC Commission 

July 18,2005 

Dear BRAC Commissioners, 

I am a resident of Montgomery county PA and live in the district which includes 
the Willow Grove Navel Air Force Base. I unequivocally oppose the efforts of Governor 
Rendell, US Senators Santorum and Spector , local congresswoman Schwartz, and 
numerous state representatives to block the closing the base as recommended by the 
Department of Defense. This recommendation is based upon an assessment of 
maintaining the most modem training techniques in our armed forces, and to do so in a 
cost-effective manner. Furthemlore, the conversion of the base operates to residential 
and commercial development should promote the long-term economic benefit of the local 
area. In arguing to maintain the base in spite of the recommendation of the DOD, I fail to 
see where our state and local representatives have the interests of either the local 
residents or the US citizens and residents in mind. I hope you will adhere to the 
recommendation of the Department of Defense. 

Steven W. Ludmerer 



From: George C Hanna 3rd 
3304 Wellington st 
Philadelphia Pa 19149 

To: Base Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark St 
Suite 600 
Arlington, Va 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 2 2005 
Received 

Subj: Willow Grove Naval Air Station Closure Solution 

Chairman Principi: 

I have been watching the BRAC hearings on c-span that you have been 
holding and would like the comminsion to review my comments that 
concerns WGNAS and McGuire AFB NJ.. 

I would like to thank all the men and women who have ever served and 
are now serving at Willow Naval Air station for their service to this 
nation. But the time has come to close this base. We can no longer 
afford to have this as a nice to have base. As a young boy I can still 
remember the Navy flying their WW I1 fighter aircraft over our house as 
we waved to them and they would tip their wings back to us. 
The first time I learned that the local people had concerns about the 
air station was on one sunny Sunday afternoon in 1960's when a Navy F4 
Fury jet fighter crashed into Bargin City Department store (men's 
section) which was located at the end of its runway at that time. 
Thank GOD that section was closed because of Pa Sunday Blue Laws. No 
civilians were killed and this one of six fighter aircraft accidents I 
can remember. After each accident the local community were up in arms. 
For thirty five years the Air Force has wanted to move or disband their 
operations there. 

Politics has always step in to stop it. Leaving politics aside here are 
some of the reasons I feel this base should be closed. 

Civilian population encroachment around the base leave no room for 
further expansion and what will it be like in twenty years. 

Air operations are not a 24/7 but cease at night so not disturb the 
locals. 

Aircraft assigned are not designed for air protection over 
Philadelphia. (Alantic City ANG which fly F-16 have a better air 
role for the Philadelphia, New York area and have alert status). I 
have a serious doubt that a shot down order will be given over a 
populated area without a clean shot expect Washington DC. 

Cost of replacing aircraft & maintaining base vs benefit on return. 
(Aircraft last only so many flying hours) 

Moving naval, marines assets to McGuire AFB NJ will ensure 
better use of their aircraft. Marines helicopter aircraft 
will have a larger area to practice there skills. (McGuire, Fort 
Dix, NAS Lakehurst military complex) and do not require that much 
more ramp space. (as sta.ted during the NJ BRAC hearings) 



Spending 28 years at McGuire AFB NJ assigned to 514th AMW Associate 
Air Force Reserve we never had a manning problem. We had personnel 
who were from Philadelphia and New York assigned. 

Willow Grove is well within driving distance of McGuire AFB. 

SOLUTION TO THE DEACTIVATION OF lllth TFW 

If the commission decides to remove ANG units from the BRAC list 
because of legal concerns here is my recommendation: 

1. Still close WGNAS 

2. Still move the navy and marines to McGuire AFB as recommended. 

3. Allow the Air Force to close down the 913th AFRes and retire C-130E 

4. Approve the BRAC recommendation to close Pittsburgh Airport Air 
Reserve Station and all its recommendations for that unit. 

5. Relocate the lllth TFW presently located at WGNAS to Pittsburgh 
Airport Air reserve Station and use the Air Force C-130 hangers and 
ramp space for their 15 A-10 fighters. 

This will allow the Navy to reduce some of its assets, will allow 
the Air Force C-130E to be retired and Pennsylvania Governor 
will still be commander and Chief of the lllth TFW and it's 15 A-10 
fighter aircraft. 

This is a win win solution for both the Air Force and Pa ANG both 
getting something. 

If WGNAS stays open and a aircraft crashes and civilians are killed 
who will bear the burden. Will it be the Department of Defense 
or will it be Governor Pa Commander in Chief of the 111th ANG. 
As you are aware of the WGNAS is located in a highly populated area. 
There is not much room for error for fighter aircraft. Most accidents 
occur on take off and landings. That is one reason the Navy does 
not have any more fighter aircraft assigned as they once did. They had 
five crashes there and the 111th ANG one A-10 fighter aircraft and no 
civilians have killed so far. How much longer will this last. The Navy 
has lost several pilots who stayed with their aircraft and have died so 
their aircraft would miss the local housing areas, they made the 
saciface when they were able to eject and did not. The lllth ANG one A- 
10 fighter aircraft pilot ejected and his aircraft did not hit any 
houses. 

For many years the Air Force has tried to have more control over 
ANG units but by law state governors have not given up their control. 
Congress has not taken any actions to modify its stance on national 
guard units control. I see this going to the Supreme Court and they 
will decide who really has the final control over the protection to 
this nation and its military assets. I see this as only a win win 
situation for the Air Force and not national guard units. If the Air 
Force wins they will have more control over guard units and then they 
will do what they want. If they lose they still win because Congress 
will have to support all these small ANG units, which will require 
Congress to spend more money to replace aging ANG aircraft. This means 
the Air Force will have more assets and be able to spend more money. 



This BRAC is looking twent:y years into the future, trying to decide how 
large an Navy, Air Force, Marine Corp, Army this nation will need and 
were to place these assets for the best cost return. The military is 
like any other business it only has so many dollars to spend. 

Your comrninsion have some tuff decisions to make for the future defense 
of this nation. 

I enlisted in the Air Force at Willow Grove 1965 and was station there 
until 1967. I then transferred to McGuire AFB and retired 1995 from the 
Air Force Reserve and was a civilian employee there till 1995 when my 
position was declared excess to mission requirements. So I do know how 
the folks at Willow Grove feel being declared excess to mission 
requirements. I was one of them and have felt their pain. 

Thank you for taking your time in reading this letter and your service 
to this nation in this matter. 

~&r. -urc(  
C Hanna 3rd 



BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom I t  May Concern: 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation 
NAS JRB Willow Grove, located in Horsham, PA. This installation is the 
model of joint use base facilities whose strengths include: 

Working Joint operations including all services except Coast Guard 
Critical/strategic location near all Northeast Corridor major 
metropolitan and port areas 
Vital part of Homeland Defense & Security for the East Coast 
Huge economic impact to our local region 
Modern, 8,000 ft. runway and modern Digital Radar Air Control 
System - one of only four in the U.S. and available for Emergency 
Preparedness and operations. 
Strong community support 

I appreciate your representation and thank you for conveying this 
strong message. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Kim D. O'Riordan 
44 E. Grandview Avenue 
Bucks County, Sellersville, Pennsylvania 18960 



44 Patriot Drive 
Chalfont, PA 1 89 14 

June 1,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC Commissioner: 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation NAS JRB 
Willow Grove, located in Horsham, PA. This installation is the model of joint use base facilities 
whose strengths include: 

Working Joint operations including all services except Coast Guard 
CriticaVstrategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan 
and port areas 
Vital part of Homeland Defense & Security for the East Coast 
Huge economic impact to our local region 
Modem, 8,000 ft. runway and modem Digital Radar Air Control System - 
one of only four in the U.S. and available for Emergency Preparedness and 
operations. 
Strong community support 

I appreciate your representation and thank you for conveying this strong message. 

Sincerely, 



May 3 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am not a person who readily questions the decisions made by my government. I prefer 
to believe that the people's best interest is at heart and that my government is doing what 
is right for the people. Unfortunately, however, I would be remiss if I didn't question the 
Pentagon's decision to close several military bases, particularly Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station in Pennsylvania. There doesn't seem to be adequate justification in closing a base 
that has supported all of our country's major military actions since WWII, and remains at 
the ready to defend the country today. 

My understanding is that the Defense Department wants to save money and consolidate 
forces with this restructuring. I immediately disregard the "saving money" argument, as 
that isn't something the government does very well. Quite frankly, I am of the belief 
that the government should spend every possible dollar on the military and defending the 
country. 

Additionally, I'd rather not have bases closed when the threat of another terrorist attack is 
still a good possibility and North Korea is flexing its military - and nuclear - muscle. In 
today's world, it seems totally unreasonable to consider closing even one base, let alone a 
base that houses four branches of the military and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Displacing personnel would be a costly error that would impact not only Pennsylvania 
and the region, but the entire country as well. 

Willow Grove's strategic location to both New York City and Philadelphia, not to 
mention Harrisburg and Three Mile Island, allows for immediate defense of those areas - 
some of the country's most populated regions. Should another attack occur, Willow 
~ r o v k  would immediately be mobilized, saving precious time. 

Another advantage of Willow Grove is the proximity of its training range, which is close 
to the base. This is not the case with other units, which have to travel a considerably 
longer distance to train. Willow Grove's location is unique in that it is a short distance to 
the range. The fact that Willow Grove airmen don't waste time getting to the training 
range must be a huge benefit in the area of preparation and training. 

A consolidation of bases, which I have heard Secretary Rumsfeld favor, doesn't seem to 
be the best thought-out plan in today's post-September 1 lth world. It would seem to me 
that putting bases in two or three geographic areas would only be asking for trouble. 
What would happen if terrorists target a particular base and render it defenseless? 
Wouldn't such an action paralyze the region, leaving it more vulnerable for subsequent 



attacks? Surely, if I am thinking of these consequences, those wishing to bring the USA 
to her knees are aware of this. 

Almost daily, there are news reports about declining numbers in our military. If these 
reports are true, why would you support closing a base that houses so many? With a 
thinning of the ranks, is it really prudent to close a base that is successful in both 
recruitment and personnel retention? 

Leaving the region vulnerable and virtually defenseless not withstanding, there is also the 
impact that the possible closing of Willow Grove will have on the community. The 
economic impact on the community would be staggering; hundreds of millions of dollars 
would be lost. Thousands of people in the surrounding area depend on the base for their 
livelihood. Are you prepared to shoulder the burden of businesses closing, lost jobs and 
families leaving the region due to this base's closure? 

One example of the economic impact is Willow Grove's annual air show. This year 
alone, a quarter of a million people patronized the show during a single weekend. The 
sizeable revenue earned by restaurants, hotels and the state (taxes, tolls) would be lost if 
Willow Grove closes. 

The closure of Willow Grove wouldn't benefit anyone. If you allow Willow Grove to 
close, thousands of people will be either out of work or transferred, which will create 
undue stress to the families and friends of those impacted. A region would be left 
unprotected and a community would lose the pride of housing one of the finest joint 
bases in America. 

I implore you to reconsider closing Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

Sincerely, 

3422 Drighton Ct. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(61 0)868-6923 

cc: President George W. Bush 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense 
Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security 
Governor Edward G. Rendell 
Senators Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum 
Paul McHale, Asst. Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense 
John F. Street, Mayor of Philadelphia 
Congressmen Allyson Schwartz, Mike Fitzpatrick, Jim Gerlach 
State Senators Lisa Boscola and Stewart J. Greenleaf 
State Representatives Susan E. Cornell, Josh Shapiro, Eugene F. McGill 
Joseph DiMauro, Chairman, Suburban Chamber of Commerce 



May 3 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Defense Base ~ l & u r e  and Realignment Commission 
2521 S.  lark st., Ste. 600 0 6 0 3 2 0 0 5  
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am not a person who readily questions the decisions made by my government. I prefer 
to believe that the people's best interest is at heart and that my government is doing what 
is right for the people. Unfortunately, however, I would be remiss if I didn't question the 
Pentagon's decision to close several military bases, particularly Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station in Pennsylvania. There doesn't seem to be adequate justification in closing a base 
that has supported all of our country's major military actions since WWII, and remains at 
the ready to defend the country today. 

My understanding is that the Defense Department wants to save money and consolidate 
forces with this restructuring. I immediately disregard the "saving money" argument, as 
that isn't something the government does very well. Quite frankly, I am of the belief 
that the government should spend every possible dollar on the military and defending the 
country. 

Additionally, I'd rather not have bases closed when the threat of another terrorist attack is 
still a good possibility and North Korea is flexing its military - and nuclear - muscle. In 
today's world, it seems totally unreasonable to consider closing even one base, let alone a 
base that houses four branches of the military and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Displacing personnel would be a costly error that would impact not only Pennsylvania 
and the region, but the entire country as well. 

Willow Grove's strategic location to both New York City and Philadelphia, not to 
mention Harrisburg and Three Mile Island, allows for immediate defense of those areas - 
some.of the country's most populated regions. Should another attack occur, Willow 
Grove would immediately be mobilized, saving precious time. 

Another advantage of Willow Grove is the proximity of its training range, which is close 
to the base. This is not the case with other units, which have to travel a considerably 
longer distance to train. Willow Grove's location is unique in that it is a short distance to 
the range. The fact that Willow Grove airmen don't waste time getting to the training 
range must be a huge benefit in the area of preparation and training. 

A consolidation of bases, which I have heard Secretary Rumsfeld favor, doesn't seem to 
be the best thought-out plan in today's post-September 1 lth world. It would seem to me 
that putting bases in two or three geographic areas would only be asking for trouble. 
What would happen if terrorists target a particular base and render it defenseless? 
Wouldn't such an action paralyze the region, leaving it more vulnerable for subsequent 



attacks? Surely, if I am thinking of these consequences, those wishing to bring the USA 
to her knees are aware of this. 

Almost daily, there are news reports about declining numbers in our military. If these 
reports are true, why would you support closing a base that houses so many? With a 
thinning of the ranks, is it really prudent to close a base that is successful in both 
recruitment and personnel retention? 

Leaving the region vulnerable and virtually defenseless not withstanding, there is also the 
impact that the possible closing of Willow Grove will have on the community. The 
economic impact on the community would be staggering; hundreds of millions of dollars 
would be lost. Thousands of people in the surrounding area depend on the base for their 
livelihood. Are you prepared to shoulder the burden of businesses closing, lost jobs and 
families leaving the region due to this base's closure? 

One example of the economic impact is Willow Grove's annual air show. This year 
alone, a quarter of a million people patronized the show during a single weekend. The 
sizeable revenue earned by restaurants, hotels and the state (taxes, tolls) would be lost if 
Willow Grove closes. 

The closure of Willow Grove wouldn't benefit anyone. If you allow Willow Grove to 
close, thousands of people will be either out of work or transferred, which will create 
undue stress to the families and friends of those impacted. A region would be left 
unprotected and a community would lose the pride of housing one of the finest joint 
bases in America. 

I implore you to reconsider closing Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

Sincerely, 

L & L-XW 3 Jan t Barry 
3422 Drighton Ct. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(6 10)868-6923 

cc: President George W. Bush 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense 
Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security 
Governor Edward G. Rendell 
Senators Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum 
Paul McHale, Asst. Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense 
John F. Street, Mayor of Philadelphia 
Congressmen Allyson Schwartz, Mike Fitzpatrick, Jim Gerlach 
State Senators Lisa Boscola and Stewart J. Greenleaf 
State Representatives Susan E. Cornell, Josh Shapiro, Eugene F. McGill 
Joseph DiMauro, Chairman, Suburban Chamber of Commerce 



May 3 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am not a person who readily questions the decisions made by my government. I prefer 
to believe that the people's best interest is at heart and that my government is doing what 
is right for the people. Unfortunately, however, I would be remiss if I didn't question the 
Pentagon's decision to close several military bases, particularly Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station in Pennsylvania. There doesn't seem to be adequate justification in closing a base 
that has supported all of our country's major military actions since WWII, and remains at 
the ready to defend the country today. 

My understanding is that the Defense Department wants to save money and consolidate 
forces with this restructuring. I immediately disregard the "saving money" argument, as 
that isn't something the government does very well. Quite frankly, I am of the belief 
that the government should spend every possible dollar on the military and defending the 
country. 

Additionally, I'd rather not have bases closed when the threat of another terrorist attack is 
still a good possibility and North Korea is flexing its military - and nuclear - muscle. In 
today's world, it seems totally unreasonable to consider closing even one base, let alone a 
base that houses four branches of the military and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Displacing personnel would be a costly error that would impact not only Pennsylvania 
and the region, but the entire country as well. 

Willow Grove's strategic location to both New York City and Philadelphia, not to 
mention Harrisburg and Three Mile Island, allows for immediate defense of those areas - 
some of the country's most populated regions. 'should another attack occur, Willow   rove would immediately be nlobilized, saving precious time. 

Another advantage of Willow Grove is the proximity of its training range, which is close 
to the base. This is not the case with other units, which have to travel a considerably 
longer distance to train. Willow Grove's location is unique in that it is a short distance to 
the range. The fact that Willow Grove airmen don't waste time getting to the training 
range must be a huge benefit in the area of preparation and training. 

A consolidation of bases, which I have heard Secretary Rumsfeld favor, doesn't seem to 
be the best thought-out plan in today's post-September 1 lth world. It would seem to me 
that putting bases in two or three geographic areas would only be asking for trouble. 
What would happen if terrorists target a particular base and render it defenseless? 
Wouldn't such an action paralyze the region, leaving it more vulnerable for subsequent 



attacks? Surely, if I am thinking of these consequences, those wishing to bring the USA 
to her knees are aware of this. 

Almost daily, there are news reports about declining numbers in our military. If these 
reports are true, why would you support closing a base that houses so many? With a 
thinning of the ranks, is it really prudent to close a base that is successful in both 
recruitment and personnel retention? 

Leaving the region vulnerable and virtually defenseless not withstanding, there is also the 
impact that the possible closing of Willow Grove will have on the community. The 
economic impact on .the community would be staggering; hundreds of millions of dollars 
would be lost. Thousands of people in the surrounding area depend on the base for their 
livelihood. Are you prepared to shoulder the burden of businesses closing, lost jobs and 
families leaving the region due to this base's closure? 

One example of the economic impact is Willow Grove's annual air show. This year 
alone, a quarter of a million people patronized the show during a single weekend. The 
sizeable revenue earned by restaurants, hotels and the state (taxes, tolls) would be lost if 
Willow Grove closes. 

The closure of Willow Grove wouldn't benefit anyone. If you allow Willow Grove to 
close, thousands of people will be either out of work or transferred, which will create 
undue stress to the families and fiiends of those impacted. A region would be left 
unprotected and a community would lose the pride of housing one of the finest joint 
bases in America. 

I implore you to reconsider closing Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

Sincerely, 

~$ut LI"v 
Jan t Barry 
3422 Drighton Ct. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(6 10)868-6923 

cc: President George W. Bush 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense 
Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security 
Governor Edward G. Rendell 
Senators Arlen Specter and Rick. Santorum 
Paul McHale, Asst. Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense 
John F. Street, Mayor of Philadelphia 
Congressmen Allyson Schwartz, Mike Fitzpatrick, Jim Gerlach 
State Senators Lisa Boscola and Stewart J. Greenleaf 
State Representatives Susan E. Cornell, Josh Shapiro, Eugene F. McGill 
Joseph DiMauro, Chairman, Suburban Chamber of Commerce 



May 3 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am not a person who readily questions the decisions made by my government. I prefer 
to believe that the people's best interest is at heart and that my government is doing what 
is right for the people. Unfortunately, however, I would be remiss if I didn't question the 
Pentagon's decision to close several military bases, particularly Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station in Pennsylvania. There doesn't seem to be adequate justification in closing a base 
that has supported all of our country's major military actions since WWII, and remains at 
the ready to defend the country today. 

My understanding is that the Defense Department wants to save money and consolidate 
forces with this restructuring. I immediately disregard the "saving money" argument, as 
that isn't something the government does very well. Quite frankly, I am of the belief 
that the government should spend every possible dollar on the military and defending the 
country. 

Additionally, I'd rather not have bases closed when the threat of another terrorist attack is 
still a good possibility and North Korea is flexing its military - and nuclear - muscle. In 
today's world, it seems totally unreasonable to consider closing even one base, let alone a 
base that houses four branches of the military and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Displacing personnel would be a costly error that would impact not only Pennsylvania 
and the region, but the entire country as well. 

Willow Grove's strategic location to both New York City and Philadelphia, not to 
mention Harrisburg and Three Mile Island, allows for immediate defense of  those areas - 
some of the country's most populated regions. Should another attack occur, Willow 
~ r o v k  would immediately be mobilized, saving precious time. 

Another advantage of Willow Grove is the proximity of its training range, which is close 
to the base. This is not the case with other units, which have to travel a considerably 
longer distance to train. Willow Grove's location is unique in that it is a short distance to 
the range. The fact that Willow Grove airmen don't waste time getting to the training 
range must be a huge benefit in the area of preparation and training. 

A consolidation of bases, which I have heard Secretary Rurnsfeld favor, doesn't seem to 
be the best thought-out plan in today's post-September 1 lth world. It would seem to me 
that putting bases in two or three geographic areas would only be asking for trouble. 
What would happen if terrorists target a particular base and render it defenseless? 
Wouldn't such an action paralyze the region, leaving it more vulnerable for subsequent 



attacks? Surely, if I am thinking of these consequences, those wishing to bring the USA 
to her knees are aware of this. 

Almost daily, there are news reports about declining numbers in our military. If these 
reports are true, why would you support closing a base that houses so many? With a 
thinning of the ranks, is it really prudent to close a base that is successfid in both 
recruitment and personnel retention? 

Leaving the region vulnerable and virtually defenseless not withstanding, there is also the 
impact that the possible closing of Willow Grove will have on the community. The 
economic impact on the community would be staggering; hundreds of millions of dollars 
would be lost. Thousands of people in the surrounding area depend on the base for their 
livelihood. Are you prepared to shoulder the burden of businesses closing, lost jobs and 
families leaving the region due to this base's closure? 

One example of the economic impact is Willow Grove's annual air show. This year 
alone, a quarter of a million people patronized the show during a single weekend. The 
sizeable revenue earned by restaurants, hotels and the state (taxes, tolls) would be lost if 
Willow Grove closes. 

The closure of Willow Grove wouldn't benefit anyone. If you allow Willow Grove to 
close, thousands of people will be either out of work or transferred, which will create 
undue stress to the families and friends of those impacted. A region would be left 
unprotected and a community would lose the pride of housing one of the finest joint 
bases in America. 

I implore you to reconsider closing Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

Sincerely, 

3422  righto on Ct. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(61 0)868-6923 

cc: President George W. Bush 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense . 
Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security 
Governor Edward G. Rendell 
Senators Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum 
Paul McHale, Asst. Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense 
John F. Street, Mayor of Philadelphia 
Congressmen Allyson Schwartz, Mike Fitzpatrick, Jim Gerlach 
State Senators Lisa Boscola and Stewart J. Greenleaf 
State Representatives Susan E. Cornell, Josh Shapiro, Eugene F. McGill 
Joseph DiMauro, Chairman, Suburban Chamber of Commerce 



May 3 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure arid Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am not a person who readily questions the decisions made by my government. I prefer 
to believe that the people's best interest is at heart and that my government is doing what 
is right for the people. Unfortunately, however, I would be remiss if I didn't question the 
Pentagon's decision to close several military bases, particularly Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station in Pennsylvania. There doesn't seem to be adequate justification in closing a base 
that has supported all of our country's major military actions since WWII, and remains at 
the ready to defend the country today. 

My understanding is that the Defense Department wants to save money and consolidate 
forces with this restructuring. I immediately disregard the "saving money" argument, as 
that isn't something the government does very well. Quite frankly, I am of the belief 
that the government should spend every possible dollar on the military and defending the 
country. 

Additionally, I'd rather not have bases closed when the threat of another terrorist attack is 
still a good possibility and North Korea is flexing its military - and nuclear - muscle. In 
today's world, it seems totally unreasonable to consider closing even one base, let alone a 
base that houses four branches of the military and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Displacing personnel would be a costly error that would impact not only Pennsylvania 
and the region, but the entire country as well. 

Willow Grove's strategic location to both New York City and Philadelphia, not to 
mention Harrisburg and Three Mile Island, allows for immediate defense of those areas - 
some of the country's most populated regions. Should another attack occur, Willow 
~ r o v k  would immediately be mobilized, saving precious rime. 

Another advantage of Willow Grove is the proximity of its training range, which is close 
to the base. This is not the case with other units, which have to travel a considerably 
longer distance to train. Willow Grove's location is unique in that it is a short distance to 
the range. The fact that Willow Grove airmen don't waste time getting to the training 
range must be a huge benefit in the area of preparation and training. 

A consolidation of bases, which I have heard Secretary Rumsfeld favor, doesn't seem to 
be the best thought-out plan in today's post-September 1 lth world. It would seem to me 
that putting bases in two or three geographic areas would only be asking for trouble. 
What would happen if terrorists target a particular base and render it defenseless? 
Wouldn't such an action paralyze the region, leaving it more vulnerable for subsequent 



attacks? Surely, if I am thinking of these consequences, those wishing to bring the USA 
to her knees are aware of this. 

Almost daily, there are news reports about declining numbers in our military. If these 
reports are true, why would you support closing a base that houses so many? With a 
thinning of the ranks, is it really prudent to close a base that is successful in both 
recruitment and personnel retention? 

Leaving the region vulnerable and virtually defenseless not withstanding, there is also the 
impact that the possible closing of Willow Grove will have on the community. The 
economic impact on the community would be staggering; hundreds of millions of dollars 
would be lost. Thousands of people in the surrounding area depend on the base for their 
livelihood. Are you prepared to shoulder the burden of businesses closing, lost jobs and 
families leaving the region due to this base's closure'? 

One example of the economic impact is Willow Grove's annual air show. This year 
alone, a quarter of a million people patronized the show during a single weekend. The 
sizeable revenue earned by restaurants, hotels and the state (taxes, tolls) would be lost if 
Willow Grove closes. 

The closure of Willow Grove wouldn't benefit anyone. If you allow Willow Grove to 
close, thousands of people will be either out of work or transferred, which will create 
undue stress to the families and friends of those impacted. A region would be left 
unprotected and a community would lose the pride of housing one of the finest joint 
bases in America. 

I implore you to reconsider closing Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

Sincerely, 

cC)ufiw 
Jan t Barry 
3422 Drighton Ct. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(6 10)868-6923 

cc: President George W. Bush 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense 
Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security 
Governor Edward G. Rendell 
Senators Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum 
Paul McHale, Asst. Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense 
John F. Street, Mayor of Philadelphia 
Congressmen Allyson Schwartz, Mike Fitzpatrick, Jim Gerlach 
State Senators Lisa Boscola and Stewart J. Greenleaf 
State Representatives Susan E. Cornell, Josh Shapiro, Eugene F. McGill 
Joseph DiMauro, Chairman, Suburban Chamber of Commerce 



Jackie Nolden 
12 Wynmere Drive 

Horsham, PA 19044 

June 1,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC Commissioner: 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation NAS JRB Willow 
Grove, located in Horsham, PA. This installation is the model ofjoint use base facilities whose 
strengths include: 

Working Joint operations including all services except Coast Guard 
Criticallstrategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan and port areas 
Vital part of Homeland Defense & Security for the East Coast 
Huge economic impact to our local region 
Modem, 8,000 R. runway and modern Digital Radar Air Control System - one of only four 
in the U.S. and available for Emergency Preparedness and operations. 
Strong community support 

I appreciate your representation an.d thank you for conveying this strong message. 

Sincerely, 

Nolden 



May 3 I,ZOW 

Tire BRAC Commission 
2521 S. C?ark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

NAS IRE3 Willow Grove lacated in Horsham PA, is a working joint operations base 
honre to Navy, Marine Cwps, Air Force Resave, Pennsylvania Air National Guard and 
Army Guard units. As this mititary instaliation, strategically located near ail noaheast 
corridor major metropolitan and port areas, maintains a modem 8,000 ft runway and is  
one of a few locations in the Department of Defense to operate the Standard Terminat 
Automation Replacement System (STARS) air radar, it is a vital part o f  homeland 
defense & security for the east cast. With the installations long tradition in excellence, 
outstanding reputation and tremendous community support, we ask that you consider our 
strong &sire to mrahtain flight aperations at NAS 6RB Willow Grove as you study the 
!km&ary of Defense's remmmmdations for closme. 

Mr. & Mrs. TirrtOthy J. Etfreth 
235 Breadway Ave 
Hmham PA 19044 







2 305 Nora's Court 
North Wales, Pennsylvania 19453 
215393 3728 

May 3 1,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear BRAC Commissioner, 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation NAS JRB 
U7illow Grove, located in Horr~haq PA. This installaiion is the model of joint use b e  
fadi t  ies whose strengths it~chrde: 

Workinn Joint operations iilclliding d l  services except Coasi Gumd 
CriticaUstrategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan and port 
areas 
Vital part of Homelaid Defense & Security for the East Coast 
Huge economic impact to ow local region 
blodem, 8.000 ft. runway ; i d  modern Digital Radar Air Control System - one of 
only four in the United States and available for Emergency Preparedness and 
operations. 
Strong cokmnunity support 

I appreciate your representation and thanlc you for conveying this strong message. 



May 3 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am not a person who readily questions the decisions made by my government. I prefer 
to believe that the people's best interest is at heart and that my government is doing what 
is right for the people. Unfortunately, however, I would be remiss if I didn't question the 
Pentagon's decision to close several military bases, particularly Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station in Pennsylvania. There doesn't seem to be adequate justification in closing a base 
that has supported all of our country's major military actions since WWII, and remains at 
the ready to defend the country today. 

My understanding is that the Defense Department wants to save money and consolidate 
forces with this restructuring. I immediately disregard the "saving money" argument, as 
that isn't something the govenment does very well. Quite frankly, I am of the belief 
that the government should spend every possible dollar on the military and defending the 
country. 

Additionally, I'd rather not have bases closed when the threat of another terrorist attack is 
still a good possibility and North Korea is flexing its military - and nuclear - muscle. In 
today's world, it seems totally unreasonable to consider closing even one base, let alone a 
base that houses four branches of the military and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Displacing personnel would be a costly error that would impact not only Pennsylvania 
and the region, but the entire country as well. 

Willow Grove's strategic location to both New York City and Philadelphia, not to 
mention Harrisburg and Three Mile Island, allows for immediate defense of those areas - 
some of the country's most populated regions. Should another attack occur, Willow 
~ r o v k  would immediately be mobilized, saving precious time. 

Another advantage of Willow Grove is the proximity of its training range, which is close 
to the base. This is not the case with other units, which have to travel a considerably 
longer distance to train. Willow Grove's location is unique in that it is a short distance to 
the range. The fact that Willow Grove airmen don't waste time getting to the training 
range must be a huge benefit in the area of preparation and training. 

A consolidation of bases, which I have heard Secretary Rumsfeld favor, doesn't seem to 
be the best thought-out plan in today's post-September I lth world. It would seem to me 
that putting bases in two or three geographic areas would only be asking for trouble. 
What would happen if terrorists target a particular base and render it defenseless? 
Wouldn't such an action paralyze the region, leaving it more vulnerable for subsequent 



attacks? Surely, if I am thinking of these consequences, those wishing to bring the USA 
to her knees are aware of this. 

Almost daily, there are news reports about declining numbers in our military. If these 
reports are true, why would you support closing a base that houses so many? With a 
thinning of the ranks, is it really prudent to close a base that is successful in both 
recruitment and personnel retention? 

Leaving the region vulnerable and virtually defenseless not withstanding, there is also the 
impact that the possible closing of Willow Grove will have on the community. The 
economic impact on the comn~unity would be staggering; hundreds of millions of dollars 
would be lost. Thousands of people in the surrounding area depend on the base for their 
livelihood. Are you prepared to shoulder the burden of businesses closing, lost jobs and 
families leaving the region due to this base's closure? 

One example of the economic impact is Willow Grove's annual air show. This year 
alone, a quarter of a million people patronized the show during a single weekend. The 
sizeable revenue earned by restaurants, hotels and the state (taxes, tolls) would be lost if 
Willow Grove closes. 

The closure of Willow Grove wouldn't benefit anyone. If you allow Willow Grove to 
close, thousands of people will be either out of work or transferred, which will create 
undue stress to the families and friends of those impacted. A region would be left 
unprotected and a community would lose the pride of housing one of the finest joint 
bases in America. 

I implore you to reconsider closing Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

Sincerely, 

3422 Drighton Ct. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(61 0)868-6923 

cc: President George W. Bush 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense 
Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security 
Governor Edward G. Rendell 
Senators Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum 
Paul McHale, Asst. Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense 
John F. Street, Mayor of Philadelphia 
Congressmen Allyson Schwartz, Mike Fitzpatrick, Jim Gerlach 
State Senators Lisa Boscola and Stewart J. Greenleaf 
State Representatives Susan E. Cornell, Josh Shapiro, Eugene F. McGill 
Joseph DiMauro, Chairman, Suburban Chamber of Commerce 



May 3 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am not a person who readily questions the decisions made by my government. I prefer 
to believe that the people's best interest is at heart and that my government is doing what 
is right for the people. Unfortunately, however, I would be remiss if I didn't question the 
Pentagon's decision to close several military bases, particularly Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station in Pennsylvania. There doesn't seem to be adequate justification in closing a base 
that has supported all of our country's major military actions since WWII, and remains at 
the ready to defend the country today. 

My understanding is that the Defense Department wants to save money and consolidate 
forces with this restructuring. I immediately disregard the "saving money" argument, as 
that isn't something the government does very well. Quite frankly, I am of the belief 
that the government should spend every possible dollar on the military and defending the 
country. 

Additionally, I'd rather not have bases closed when the threat of another terrorist attack is 
still a good possibility and North Korea is flexing its military - and nuclear - muscle. In 
today's world, it seems totally unreasonable to consider closing even one base, let alone a 
base that houses four branches of the military and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Displacing personnel would be a costly error that would impact not only Pennsylvania 
and the region, but the entire country as well. 

Willow Grove's strategic location to both New York City and Philadelphia, not to 
mention Harrisburg and Three Mile Island, allows for immediate defense of those areas - 
some-of the country's most populated regions. Should another attack occur, Willow 
Grove would immediately be mobiiizecl, saving precious time. 

Another advantage of Willow Grove is the proximity of its training range, which is close 
to the base. This is not the case with other units, which have to travel a considerably 
longer distance to train. Willow Grove's location is unique in that it is a short distance to 
the range. The fact that Willow Grove airmen don't waste time getting to the training 
range must be a huge benefit in the area of preparation and training. 

A consolidation of bases, which I have heard Secretary Rurnsfeld favor, doesn't seem to 
be the best thought-out plan in today's post-September 1 1 th world. It would seem to me 
that putting bases in two or three geographic areas would only be asking for trouble. 
What would happen if terrorists target a particular base and render it defenseless? 
Wouldn't such an action paralyze the region, leaving it more vulnerable for subsequent 



attacks? Surely, if I am thinking of these consequences, those wishing to bring the USA 
to her knees are aware of this. 

Almost daily, there are news reports about declining numbers in our military. If these 
reports are true, why would you support closing a base that houses so many? With a 
thinning of the ranks, is it really prudent to close a base that is successfbl in both 
recruitment and personnel retention? 

Leaving the region vulnerable and virtually defenseless not withstanding, there is also the 
impact that the possible closing of Willow Grove will have on the community. The 
economic impact on the community would be staggering; hundreds of millions of dollars 
would be lost. Thousands of people in the surrounding area depend on the base for their 
livelihood. Are you prepared to shoulder the burden of businesses closing, lost jobs and 
families leaving the region due to this base's closure? 

One example of the economic impact is Willow Grove's annual air show. This year 
alone, a quarter of a million people patronized the show during a single weekend. The 
sizeable revenue earned by restaurants, hotels and the state (taxes, tolls) would be lost if 
Willow Grove closes. 

The closure of Willow Grove wouldn't benefit anyone. If you allow Willow Grove to 
close, thousands of people will be either out of work or transferred,.which will create 
undue stress to the families and fiends of those impacted. A region would be left 
unprotected and a community would lose the pride of housing one of the finest joint 
bases in America. 

I implore you to reconsider closing Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

Sincerely, 

3422  righto on Ct. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(6 10)868-6923 

cc: President George W. Bush 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense 
Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security 
Governor Edward G. Rendell 
Senators Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum 
Paul McHale, Asst. Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense 
John F. Street, Mayor of Philadelphia 
Congressmen Allyson Schwartz, Mike Fitzpatrick, Jim Gerlach 
State Senators Lisa Boscola and Stewart J. Greenleaf 
State Representatives Susan E. Cornell, Josh Shapiro, Eugene F. McGill 
Joseph DiMauro, Chairman, Sul~urban Chamber of Commerce 



May 3 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am not a person who readily questions the decisions made by my govemment. I prefer 
to believe that the people's best interest is at heart and that my government is doing what 
is right for the people. Unfortunately, however, I would be remiss if I didn't question the 
Pentagon's decision to close several military bases, particularly Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station in Pennsylvania. There doesn't seem to be adequate justification in closing a base 
that has supported all of our country's major military actions since WWII, and remains at 
the ready to defend the country today. 

My understanding is that the Defense Department wants to save money and consolidate 
forces with this restructuring. I immediately disregard the "saving money" argument, as 
that isn't something the government does very well. Quite frankly, I am of the belief 
that the government should spend every possible dollar on the military and defending the 
country. 

Additionally, I'd rather not have bases closed when the threat of another terrorist attack is 
still a good possibility and North Korea is flexing its military - and nuclear - muscle. In 
today's world, it seems totally unreasonable to consider closing even one base, let alone a 
base that houses four branches of the military and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Displacing personnel would be a costly error that would impact not only Pennsylvania 
and the region, but the entire country as well. 

Willow Grove's strategic location to both New York City and Philadelphia, not to 
mention Harrisburg and Three Mile Island, allows for immediate defense of those areas - 
some.of the country's most populated regions. Should another attack occur, Willow 
Grove would immediately be mobilized, saving precious time. 

Another advantage of Willow Grove is the proximity of its training range, which is close 
to the base. This is not the case with other units, which have to travel a considerably 
longer distance to train. Willow Grove's location is unique in that it is a short distance to 
the range. The fact that Willow Grove airmen don't waste time getting to the training 
range must be a huge benefit in the area of preparation and training. 

A consolidation of bases, which I have heard Secretary Rurnsfeld favor, doesn't seem to 
be the best thought-out plan in today's post-September 1 1 th world. It would seem to me 
that putting bases in two or three geographic areas would only be asking for trouble. 
What would happen if terrorists target a particular base and render it defenseless? 
Wouldn't such an action paralyze the region, leaving it more vulnerable for subsequent 



attacks? Surely, if I am thinking of these consequences, those wishing to bring the USA 
to her knees are aware of this. 

Almost daily, there are news reports about declining numbers in our military. If these 
reports are true, why would you support closing a base that houses so many? With a 
thinning of the ranks, is it really prudent to close a base that is successfid in both 
recruitment and personnel retention? 

Leaving the region vulnerable and virtually defenseless not withstanding, there is also the 
impact that the possible closing of Willow Grove will have on the community. The 
economic impact on the community would be staggering; hundreds of millions of dollars 
would be lost. Thousands of people in the surrounding area depend on the base for their 
livelihood. Are you prepared to shoulder the burden of businesses closing, lost jobs and 
families leaving the region due to this base's closure? 

One example of the economic impact is Willow Grove's annual air show. This year 
alone, a quarter of a million people patronized the show during a single weekend. The 
sizeable revenue earned by restaurants, hotels and the state (taxes, tolls) would be lost if 
Willow Grove closes. 

The closure of Willow Grove wouldn't benefit anyone. If you allow Willow Grove to 
close, thousands of people will be either out of work or transferred, which will create 
undue stress to the families and fiiends of those impacted. A region would be left 
unprotected and a community would lose the pride of housing one of the finest joint 
bases in America. 

I implore you to reconsider closing Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

Sincerely, 

+& t%yj 
Jan t Bany 
3422  righto on Ct. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(6 10)868-6923 

cc: President George W. Bush 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense 
Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security 
Governor Edward G. Rendell 
Senators Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum 
Paul McHale, Asst. Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense 
John F. Street, Mayor of Philadelphia 
Congressmen Allyson Schwartz, Mike Fitzpatrick, Jim Gerlach 
State Senators Lisa Boscola and Stewart J. Greenleaf 
State Representatives Susan E. Cornell, Josh Shapiro, Eugene F. McGill 
Joseph DiMauro, Chairman, Sulmrban Chamber of Commerce 



May 3 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Ste. 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am not a person who readily questions the decisions made by my government. I prefer 
to believe that the people's best interest is at heart and that my government is doing what 
is right for the people. Unfortunately, however, I would be remiss if I didn't question the 
Pentagon's decision to close several military bases, particularly Willow Grove Naval Air 
Station in Pennsylvania. There doesn't seem io be adequate jusiification in closing a base 
that has supported all of our country's major military actions since WWII, and remains at 
the ready to defend the country today. 

My understanding is that the Defense Department wants to save money and consolidate 
forces with this restructuring. I immediately disregard the "saving money" argument, as 
that isn't something the government does very well. Quite fiankly, I am of the belief 
that the government should spend every possible dollar on the military and defending the 
country. 

Additionally, I'd rather not have bases closed when the threat of another terrorist attack is 
still a good possibility and North Korea is flexing its military - and nuclear - muscle. In 
today's world, it seems totally unreasonable to consider closing even one base, let alone a 
base that houses four branches of the military and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Displacing personnel would be a costly error that would impact not only Pennsylvania 
and the region, but the entire country as well. 

Willow Grove's strategic location to both New York City and Philadelphia, not to 
mention Harrisburg and Three Mile Island, allows for immediate defense of those areas - 
some of the country's most populated regions. Should another attack occur, Willow 
~ r o v b  would immediately be mobilized, saving precious time. 

Another advantage of Willow Grove is the proximity of its training range, which is close 
to the base. This is not the case with other units, which have to travel a considerably 
longer distance to train. Willow Grove's location is unique in that it is a short distance to 
the range. The fact that Willow Grove airmen don't waste time getting to the training 
range must be a huge benefit in the area of preparation and training. 

A consolidation of bases, which I have heard Secretary Rurnsfeld favor, doesn't seem to 
be the best thought-out plan in today's post-September 1 1 th world. It would seem to me 
that putting bases in two or three geographic areas would only be asking for trouble. 
What would happen if terrorists target a particular base and render it defenseless? 
Wouldn't such an action paralyze the region, leaving it more vulnerable for subsequent 



attacks? Surely, if I am thinking of these consequences, those wishing to bring the USA 
to her knees are aware of this. 

Almost daily, there are news reports about declining numbers in our military. If these 
reports are true, why would you support closing a base that houses so many? With a 
thinning of the ranks, is it really prudent to close a base that is successful in both 
recruitment and personnel retention? 

Leaving the region vulnerable and virtually defenseless not withstanding, there is also the 
impact that the possible closing of Willow Grove will have on the community. The 
economic impact on the community would be staggering; hundreds of millions of dollars 
would be lost. Thousands of people in the surrounding area depend on the base for their 
livelihood. Are you prepared to shoulder the burden of businesses closing, lost jobs and 
families leaving the region due to this base's closure? 

One example of the economic impact is Willow Grove's annual air show. This year 
alone, a quarter of a million people patronized the show during a single weekend. The 
sizeable revenue earned by restaurants, hotels and the state (taxes, tolls) would be lost if 
Willow Grove closes. 

The closure of Willow Grove wouldn't benefit anyone. If you allow Willow Grove to 
close, thousands of people will be either out of work or transferred, which will create 
undue stress to the families and fiends of those impacted. A region would be left 
unprotected and a community would lose the pride of housing one of the finest joint 
bases in America. 

I implore you to reconsider closing Willow Grove Naval Air Station. 

Sincerely, 

3422  righto on Ct. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
(6 10)868-6923 

cc: President George W. Bush 
Donald H. Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense 
Michael Chertoff, Secretary of Homeland Security 
Governor Edward G. Rendell 
Senators Arlen Specter and Rick Santorum 
Paul McHale, Asst. Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense 
John F. Street, Mayor of Philadelphia 
Congressmen Allyson Schwart., Mike Fitzpatrick, Jim Gerlach 
State Senators Lisa Boscola and Stewart J. Greenleaf 
State Representatives Susan E. Cornell, Josh Shapiro, Eugene F. McGill 
Joseph DiMauro, Chairman, Suburban Chamber of Commerce 



May 30,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation NAS JRB 
Willow Grove, located in Horsh-am, PA. This installation is the model ofjoint use base 
facilities whose strengths inc1ud.e: 

Working Joint operatiorrs including all services except Coast Guard 
Critical/strategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan and 
port areas 
Vital part of Homeland Defense & Security for the East Coast 
Huge economic impact to our local region 
Modern, 8,000 ft. runway and modern Digital Radar Air Control System - one 
of only four in the U.S. and available for Emergency Preparedness and 
operations. 
Strong community support 

I appreciate your representation and thank you for conveying this strong message. 

Sincerely, 

Kellyann Tillotson 

606 Burton Road 
Oreland, PA 19075 



120 Butternut Drive 
Hatboro, PA 19040 

Dear BRAC Commissioner, 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation NAS JRB 
Willow Grove, located in Horsham, PA. This installation is the model of joint use 
base facilities whose strengths include: 

Working Joint operations including all services except Coast Guard 
Critical/strategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan 
and port areas 

Vital part of Homeland Defense and Security for the East Coast 

Huge economic impact to our local region 

Modern, 8,000 ft. runway and modern Digital Radar Air Control System - 
one of only four in the U.S. and available for Emergency Preparedness 
and operations. 

Strong community support 

I appreciate your representation and thank you for conveying this strong 
message. 

Sincerely, + ( h - Q l Y d  

Kathy Finello 



BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

LOUIS AND PATRICIA POLICHETTI 
3 885 Round Meadow Lane 
Hatboro, PA 19040-36 14 

2 15-675-4942 

To whom it may concern: 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation NAS JRB Willow Grove, 
PA., located in Horsham. This installation is the model of joint use base facilities whose 
strengths include: 

- Working joint operations including all services except Coast Guard. 
- CRITICAWstrategic location nezlr all Northeast Corridor major metro and port areas. 
- Vital part of Homeland Defense and Security for the East coast. 
- HUGE ECONOMIC IMPACT to our local region!! ! 
- Modern 8000 ft. Runway and modern Digital Radar Air Control system - one of only four in the 
U.S. and available for Emergency Preparedness and operations. 
- STRONG community support! ! ! 

I appreciate your representation and thank you for conveying this strong message. 

Sincerely, 

.paJpw- 
Louis and Patricia Polichetti 





Dear / $ X ~ @ J & ~ ,  

g ~ ~ 3 2 0 0 5  
We urge the BRAC Commission to maintain the Willow Gro e ir Statlon open and 
strong. All the military services except the Coast Guard operate there. It is a critical and 
strategic East Coast base for Homeland defense and security. It has a modem 8,000 foot 
ninway and modem Digital Radar Air Control System, one of only four in the U.S. and 
available for emergency preparedness and operations. 

It has strong community support. We along with an estimated two hundred thousand 
others, watched the Blue Angels perform in celebration of Memorial Holiday as they 
have for many years at this base. 

Thank you for your consideration of our message. 

Copies to: BRAC Commissioii 
U. S. Senator Specter 
U. S. Rep. Allyson Schwartz 
U. S. Sen. Rick Santorum 
U. S. Rep. Michael Fitzpatrick 

Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Brilhart 
278 West Oakland Ave. 
Doylestown, Pa. 1890 1 

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Brilhart 
278 West Oakland Ave. 
novlestown. Pa. 1 890 1 



2305 Nora's Court 
North Wales, Pennsylvania 19454 
215393 3728 

May 3 1,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear B M C  Commissioner, 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the illilitary installation NAS JRB 
'Tk7il1ow Grove, located hi Horshanj PA. Thk installation is the model of joint use b s e  
facilities whose strengths include: 

0 Working - Joint o~erations including d l  services except Coast Guard 
CriticaVstrategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan and port 
areas 

e Vital part of Homeland Defense & Security for the East Coast 
Huge economic impact to our local region 

0 Modern, 8,000 ft. runway ; i d  modern Digital Radar Air Control System - one of 
only four in the United States and available for Emergency Preparedness and 
operations. 
Strong community supporl 

I appreciate your representation and thank you for conveying this strong message. 

Sincerely, 



Horsham, PA 19044 

BRAC Commission 

2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir or Madame: 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation NAS JRB 
Willow Grove, located in Horsham, PA. This installation is the model of joint use base 
facilities whose strengths include: 

Working Joint operations including all services except Coast Guard 
Critical/strategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan and 
port areas 
Vital part of Homeland Defense & Security for the East Coast 
Huge economic impact to our local region 
Modern, 8,000 ft. runway and modern Digital Radar Air Control System - one 
of only four in the U.S. and available for Emergency Preparedness and 
operations. 
Strong community support 

I appreciate your representation and thank you for conveying this strong message. 

Sincerely, 

&*& ames and Susan Rost 



May 30,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

We urge you to convey our interest in maintaining the military installation NAS JRR 
Willow Grove, located in Horsllarn, PA. This installation is the model of joint use base 
facilities whose strengths include: 

Working Joint operations including all services except Coast Guard 
Critical/strategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan and 
port areas 
Vital part of Homeland Defense & Security for the East Coast 
Huge economic impact to our local region 
Modern, 8,000 ft. runway and modern Digital Radar Air Control System - one 
of only four in the U.S. and available for Emergency Preparedness and 
operations. 
Strong community support 

We appreciate your representation and thank you for conveying this strong message. 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Tillotson 

606 Burton Road 
Oreland, PA 19075 



May 3 1,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: Naval Air Station Willow Grove 

Dear BRAC Commissioner, 

I wish to convey my strong interest in maintaining the military installation NAS JRB 
Willow Grove, located in Horsham, PA. This installation is the model of joint use base 
facilities whose strengths include: 

Working Joint operations including all services except Coast Guard. 
CriticaVstrategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan and port 
areas. 
Vital part of Homeland Defense & Security for the East Coast. 
Huge economic impact to our local region. 
Modern, 8,000 ft. runway and modern Digital Radar Air Control System - one of 
only four in the U. S. and available for Emergency Preparedness and operations. 
Strong community support. 

Closing the Willow Grove station would have a very negative effect on the economic, 
environmental and human impact of the local and surrounding communities. 

I strongly urge you to keep the Willow Grove NAS JRB open. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 

Respecthlly submitted, 

Susan Lubanski 
280 Hickory Road 
Yardley, PA 19067 
Email: slubanski@hotmail.cc~m 



June 28,2005 

Barbara C. Bergner 
999 Wilson Court 
Warrington, PA 18976 
bcberczner@,hotmail .com 

BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter concerns the BRAC Commission's decision to close NAS JRB Willow Grove. I have lived 
two miles from the "Air Base", as we like to call it, for twenty seven years. I am a mother of two grown 
children, a teacher in the Central Bucks School District, and the wife of a reservist who served at Willow Grove 
in the 9 1 3 th for 24 years. 

To consider closing this base is a travesty. My husband's participation in the 91 3th has been a great 
source of pride not only to our family, but to our neighbors, and our community. The 91 3th has served in 
Operation Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom, not to mention countless other humanitarian operations, 
both in the United States and around the world. His deployments served as a catalyst for local schools to support 
him and us. During his time away, it was a comfort to know that help was just down the road should we need it. 

This members of this unit, as well as the other members in other units at the base, have provided talks to 
students in elementary through high school, taken scout troops on tours, and in general have been a source of 
pride to their neighbors, and a model to their children and to all who are witness to their commitment and 
dedication to our country. Veterans from this very base, have made history come alive, by giving talks to our 
high school students on what it means to serve your country and protect freedom. 

I understand the economic impact that the closing will have on the community, but more important than 
the economics, is the impact closing this base will have on a chance to demonstrate national pride, and a love of 
country. I watch as I go to church on any given Sunday, the countless number of people, young and old, pulled 
off into local businesses to watch the plane activity at the base. I watch as I drive down 61 1, families either 
waiting to go into the air museum, or just simply peering in the windows. I watch the thousands who pour into 
the base for the annual open house, watch as they line up to view the static displays, and the aerial shows. These 
all serve as a reminder of local and national pride. If the base is closed, what local sign of national pride will 
those who want to consider following in my husband's footsteps have? More housing developments, another 
shopping center? Will any of them ever think about joining a guard or reserve unit if it has not been part of their 
landscape. 

To close this base means that we will be missing the opportunity to demonstrate our citizenship, as well 
as our national pride. 

Respectfully, 

j&wi;,un Y w  
arbara C. Bergner 

i 
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15 16 Sycamore Avenue 
Willow Grove, PA 19090- 1022 

The BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC Commissioner: 

I am a U.S. citizen who lives in Willow Cirove, PA, in Congressional District PA-8. I work for a defense contractor 
on military programs and understand the needs and missions of the U.S. armed forces. As an active, FAA-licensed 
pilot, I also understand aviation and its operations. I am writing to request that you do what you can to ensure that 
NAS JRI3 Willow Grove, located in Horsham, PA, is not closed, but instead remains open. 

The majority of the recent BRAC recommendations are focused at consolidating Reserve and Air National Guard 
resources onto existing installations; creating more joint-services bases. NAS JRI3 Willow Grove is already a joint- 
services base, containing the USNR, USMCR, USAFR, USAFG, USAR, and PA ANG as tenants. The 
infrastructure is already in place to support joint military operations, emergency preparedness, homeland security, 
and natural disaster response. In fact, I was surprised that the BRAC did not attempt to increase the utilization of 
NAS JRI3 Willow Grove. 

Currently, Reserve and Guard units are heavily relied on to supplement our active duty forces in foreign 
deployments and military campaigns (such as in Iraq and Afghanistan). After 911 1, the Reserve and Guard units 
also have become the primary forces to ensure homeland security. To ensure quick and effective responsiveness to 
unfolding situations requires that these ur~its be close by and readily available. As an active pilot, I can assure you 
that response and loitering time is directlv dependant on the distance that must be traveled to get onto the scene. For 
example, deactivating the PA ANG 11 lh.~ighter Wing out of Willow Grove leaves southeastern Pennsylvania 
without any local Air National Guard forces available to our governor. 

Another consideration is the impact to mission readiness. McGuire and Dover are primarily airlift bases, and AMC 
aircraft require large runways. By closing NAS JRB Willow Grove, there will be no military airfields with long 
runways in southeastern Pennsylvania (NAWC Warminster, with its 8000-foot runway, was closed in a previous 
BRAC). NAS JRB Willow Grove has a 200 x 8002-foot runway which is capable of handling all military aircraft, 
including the largest (the C-5 transport) and is 1 of only 4 military installations that has the modem Digital Radar 
Air Control System. Its strategic location, halfway between McGuire and Dover, makes NAS JRI3 Willow Grove an 
excellent emergency divert field (a very important safety factor). Its large ramps and long runway can also be used 
to accommodate overflow or relieve air traffic congestion during high tempo operations. 

As a citizen of the Willow Grove community, I can attest that this installation is a vital part of our local community. 
Since NAS JRI3 Willow Grove is primarily an active Reserve and Guard base, most of the personnel working there 
are members of our local community. They own houses in our town, participate in community affairs, perform 
community service, and contribute to our local economy. Their chldren attend our local schools and play with our 
chldren. They hold a full-time job at a local business, and their family patronizes our local vendors. If the base is 
closed, many of these families will be faced with a choice: continue to serve their country and relocate to another 
town or retire from service and stay here in our community. 

The impacts of NAS JRI3 Willow Grove closing are negative regardless of which choice is made. For example, if 
the service family moved to another town, our local township looses tax revenue, local businesses loose patronage, 
our community looses residents who are active participants, and relationshps are disrupted. There are also non- 
economic impacts, which are hard to measure but extremely valuable, such as lost participation in community 
service projects, youth athletic organizations, and congregations. On the other hand, if the service member retires 
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from their unit, our armed forces loose a valuable resource. At a time when military recruitment is low and the need 
for service duty is high, making a move t:hat could reduce our forces is not beneficial. Many reservists also rely on 
the extra income generated from their service to help h n d  sending their children to college. Loss of that extra 
income adversely affects their family, as would the loss of easy access to a base commissary and exchange. 
McGuire or Dover would be a 2 hour drive from our area, making it a long trip for these families if NAS JRB 
Willow Grove were closed. 

Many of the reservists currently stationed at NAS JRB Willow Grove have or are currently serving overseas in 
places like Iraq, Kuwait, Germany, and Afghanistan. If you visit our community, you will find that many houses fly 
the nation's flag out front-and these are the houses of non-armed service members. We actively support the 
airmen, marines, sailors, and soldiers who live in our local community. And we stand alongside their families, for 
they are our personal friends. One of these soldiers, Tom Murt, coached a Little League softball team and even 
served as our township commissioner befbre he was called to duty in Iraq. 

I am sorry for writing such a long letter. Please convey the need for NAS JRB Willow Grove to remain open and 
active, for it is a vital part of our community and a valuable resource to our state's and nation's defense. 

Sincerely, 

willow Grove, PA 19090- 1022 
(2 15) 956-9598 







Dear BRAC Commissioner: 

I urge you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation NAS 3M 2 2 2 0 O 
Wi l low  Grove, located in Hcrrsham, PA. This installation is the model of joint use 
base facilities whose strengths include: 

Working Joint operations including all services except Coast Guard 
Critical/strategic location near all Northeast Corridor major metropolitan and 
port areas 
Vital part of Homeland Defense & Security for the East Coast 
Huge economic impact to our local region 
Modern, 8,000 ft. runway and modern Digital Radar Air Control System - one 
of only four in the U.S. and available for Emergency Preparedness and 
operations. 
Strong community support 

I appreciate your representat:ion and thank you for conveying this strong message. 

Sincerely, 

Razl 
47 Belair Road 
Warminster, PA 18974-3901 



8026 Narvon Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19136 

The BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Received 

Dear Sirmadam: 

I am writing this letter urging you to convey my interest in maintaining the military installation 
NAS JRB Willow Grove, located in Horsham, PA. This installation is a model ofjoint use base 
facilities, with strengths outlined as follows: 

Current joint tenants at Willow Grove include the United States Naval Reserve, the 
United States Marine Corps Reserve, the United States Air Force Reserve, the United 
States Army Reserve and the Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
The location is critical to the Northeast Corridor, major metropolitan areas and port 
areas. Located on a major road network transportation hub, specifically Interstate I- 
95 and 1-76, the base provides short flying times to Philadelphia, New York City, 
Baltimore and Washington, DC. It is also already experienced in Homeland Security 
missions. The base is both secure and readily accessible. 
Willow Grove is modernized with an 8,000 foot runway and extensive 
MaintenanceIRamp facilities. In addition, the base has All-Weather capability, 
excess hanger capacity and is only one of four bases in the United States with Digital 
Air Control Systems. 
Willow Grove receives strong community support and its closure would mean the 
regional economy would lose over 10,000 jobs and over $375,000,000 in economic 
activity. 

I believe the fbture of Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NAS JRB) is 
unnecessarily threatened. Yes, the Cold War is over, but we are still engaged in numerous military 
conflicts around the globe, including in Afghanistan and Iraq, while simultaneously fighting a war on 
global terrorism. Let's not forget what happened on September 11. While we are consolidating our 
military to what I believe are dangerously low levels, other countries are ramping up. Now is certainly 
not the time to rest on our laurels! 

I appreciate your representation and thank you in advance for conveying this strong message. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Assenmacher 


