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Rainbow Bridge scare 
S ~ a n  closed, emergency declared after some fd ill 
BY RICK PFEIFFER ment, emergency medical services while trafflc into the states 
AND J I U  TERRERI and Hazmat teams. At one point, remained closed at press time. 
nged~l@gnnempaper.com many ambulances stood by on the "There was an incident that is still 

me first sign of trouble at the apron of the bridgo waiting to trans- unfolding," Customs and Border 
Rainbow Bridge Sunday afternoon Port Potenid victims. Protection Agency spokesman Bar- 
came in a phone from the OW= The brldge complex was shut- ry Morrissey said 
of Customs and Border Pmtection. down to all vehicle and pedestrian Morrissey was & b m  hjs 

The voice said, "People down traffk at 945 p n ,  along with the office in Washington on Sunday 
here are dropping like flies." -,. . southbound Robert Moses Parkway n u t  and raid the agency Wac still 

L ur cvii triggered a masswe irom Findlay Drive to the bridge. piecing together what had happened. 
response from local law enforce- Traffic lanes from the United States 
ment agencies, the Falls Fire Depart- into Canada reopened at 10:15 p . a ,  SEE BRIDGE ON PAGE 6A DENNIS SnEREWSTAFF P H O T O G ~ H E R  

TROUBLE AT THE BORDER: 
The Rainbow Bridge in ' 

Niagara Falls was shut 
down around 5:45 p.m. 
Sunday due to a 
hazardous material scare. 
The NiagaraCounty H q :  
Mat Team was on the . 
scene along with several 
amh~!mee. Emergency 
medicai services 
personnel were seen 
treatmg people. 



"There were a number of offi- 
cers who complained of irrita- 
tion in their throats and noses 
and the supervisor made a deci- 
sion to declare an emergency," 
Morrissey said. "We're not sure 
what the source of the irritation 
was at this time." 

Sources told Greater Niagara 
Newspapers that Customs and 
Border Protection officers were 
conducting an investigation into 
the discovery of a quantity of 
counterfeit money in a vehicle 
that was attempting to enter the 
U.S. The sources said when CPR 
officers opened a bag that con- 
tained the counterfeit currency, 
a powdery substance was 
released. 

"That's possible, but I can't 
confirm it," Mo~rissey said. "Is it 
an incident of contamination or 
the result of the activity that 
was taking place? It's hard to 
say." 

Shortly after the release of the 
powdery substance, customs 
officers, and others in the. com- 
plex began to feel ill. 

Witnesses said they saw 
smoke above the bridge and 
police surround a white van. 

"I saw a cloud of smoke, a 
brownish cloud of smoke," said 
Jackie Mueller, who was work- 
ing at Twist of the Mist, ;m ice 
cream stand directly across 
from the bridge. 

As a small army of federal, 
state and local law enforcement 
officers and agents swarmed to 
the bridge con~plex, tourists, 
packing the area for the holiday 

1 nere were a number ofoffrcers who 
complained of irritation in their throats and 
noses and the supervisor made a decision to 
declare an emergen'cy. We're not sure what 
the source of the irritation was at this time." 

- Barry Morrlssey, 
Customs and Border Protection Agency spokesman 

weekend 2nd a free concert at The Niagara County Depart- 
the nearby Seneca Niagara Casi- ment of Emergency Services, 
no, looked on in amazement. along with the Falls Fire Depart- 

"1 went and asked them (what ment led the decontamination 
was happening) and they won't efforts. They were joined by 
tell you anything," said Joseph teams from Erie County, includ- 
Rocco, a Youngstown resident. ing the so-called SMART Team, 

Jeff D d p  of Niagara Falls, and made up of doctors who 
Diane Barnhardt, of Fort Erie, responded to incidents of con- 
Ontario, were in the Falls for the tamination. 
casino concert. Daly had picked Supervisors from Rural Metro 
Barnhardt up in Fort Erie and Medical Services said 21 people, 
the couple had driven to the including some civilians, were 
Falls, Ontario and left their car initially quarantined and five 
on the Canadian side of the bor- were later transported to hospi- 
der. tals 

''I said let's walk over," Daly Officials at Niagara Falls 
said. Memorial Medical Center said 

"And I'd never done that they received six Customs 
before," Barnhardt said. agents in their emergency room, 

"1 thought it was a good idea, d of whom were experiencing 
at the time," Daly said as he sur- flu-like symptoms, including 
veyed the roadblocks surround- coughing, sneezing and dizzi- 
ing the hridge. ness. 

"I'm not sure it was worth it The agents were given blood 
now," Barnhardt rhirned in. tests and all results came back 

As the Niagara Falls Fire nfgative. 
Department set up its deconta- "Our examination indicated 
mination operation, units from "0 evkknce of exposure to any 
the Niagara Falls air base fire toxins or biological agents," 
department joined in as part of medical center spokesman 
the county's mutual aid system. Patrick Bradley said. 

The airbase unit has All the officers Were released 
increased hazardous material; from the 
capabi!ities, beyond those of the Contact Rick Pfeiffer at 
municipal fire department, said (716) 282-2311, ~ x t .  2 2 6 ,  or 
base spokesman Neil Nolf. Jill Terreri at Ext. 2250. 





Air base too important to I* 

security to close 
I cannot believe that the Niagara 

Falls Air Reserve Base is again 
being considered for the list of 
closings by federal government. 
Instead of closing it should be 
placed as a permanent security 
base. 

This is one of the most vulner- 
able areas for attack by terrorists. 
We are a major connection in the 
electrical power structure of the 
United States and Canada; on the 
border of two countries, the cities 
of Niagara Falls and Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, Canada are noted tourist 
attractions, therefore an open door 
to terrorists, and an easy passage 
for money transfers to terrorist 
organizations in overseas 
countries Money is the launch 
pad far terrorist activities. 

The air base is a deterrent to 
terrorism at our border. The 
Niagara Military Affairs Council, 

important issue. Where do the 
@ ublicans stand? 
i&ery time there's a world crisis 
W c h  reservists are the first to be 
:&ed up? The 914th and the 107th 
~f course. Not only would closing 
the air base leave a huge hole in 
the local economy, it would leave a 
hole even bigger in the defense of 
-the eastern United States, nat just 
New York. And what a blackout of 
power could be triggered by 

2rroris ts! 
Let us not be too late with too 

ittle to defend ourselves against 
mack. 

Estelle Pfetsch 
Niagara Falls 











O? O ?  2 0  O S  
-Celebrating 50 Years- ~YI 

* 3.  .&"a\ 1'0 
Creating Lijitime Opportunities for People with ~evelopmentol hp rlr 

1955-2005 

June 2005 

Chairman Anthony Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Chairman Anthony Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

As a supporter of Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, the largest human service provider 
for people with developmental disabilities in Niagara County, New York, I am deeply 
troubled by the Defense Department's recommendations to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BR4C 
Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the 1,st. 

Your recent visit demonstrated why the Base shouldremain open as well as the inpact 
that the Base has on the economy and the safety of all Americancitizens. Specifically, 
the Niagara Falls Base provides employment through government contracts for 
individuals with developmental disabilities through Opportunities Unlimited of Nagara, 
an organization I am deeply committed to. These individuals are mentally retardtd, 
andlor affected by cerebral palsy, autism, neurological impairments or epilepsy, and the 
jobs they hold in janitorial maintenance at the Base provide then with independence, 
slull development, socialization, confidence and a paycheck. Thy perform a vital 
service for the Base, while becoming more active and productivtcitizens. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to tal~~,n-",~es, misions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases ar ldbut the1 on mre costiy kctive 
Duty bases. I urge the Commission in the stre ~ ~ s s i b l e  termso remve the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Base from the Pentagon'. j Rcom""ded list of bas dosues andto Stop 
the continuing retreat of the militaq reg11 of the countn. 
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A Note From: 

Mr. & Mn. Charla Gunning :%,. 

175'Burmon Dr rs%, i ' .  

Orchard Park NY 14127 
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Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark St 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

f% RECEIVED 
@ 6 1 3 2 0 0 5  

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. 
This recommendation is not in the best interest of western New York or ofthe Nation. Due to the proximity to our 
international border and the Niagara Power Plant, the Niagara Falls Base is vital to Western New York. 

Closure of this base would eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying mission in New York State. $35M in modernization 
since 1995 has lengthened the runways and improved the operational effectiveness of the Niagara Falls Base. The Base has 
also, in recent years, reduced its operational costs by 33%, making it one of the most cost efficient facilities in the Air Force 
Reserve Command. 

With the existing infrastructure Niagara Falls can accommodate 8 additional C- l3OH model aircraft with no further military 
construction. Niagara Falls Base has no physical encroachment or air traffic control restraints and has acreage on the 
existing base and adjacent land for expansion. 

I strongly urge the Commission to remove the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base &om the recommended list 
of Base closures. 

Thank you, 



k3-C & s2.h - N o d  o f -  

Mr & Ms Paul J Becker 
245 Washulgton ISwy 
Snydcr, NY 14226 
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Base Realignment and Closure Ccmnission/Anthony J.  Principi 
2521 South Clark Street/Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve and Guard Base 

Dear Chairman Principi : 

I am very seriously concerned by the US Defense Department's 
recomnendation t o  close th is  base and am asking that your Cmnission 
consider reversing this decision. 

This base i s  located in one of our country's mst strategic 
locations; not only is it v i t a l  t o  our shared border with Canada, 
it is  also positioned within a few short miles of one of the largest 
electr ical  power generating camplexes in the United States, namely 
the Niagara Pwer Authority. Because of the mssive extent of i ts 
per-generat ing grid, as you h o w ,  it could become a very vulnerable 
t e r ro r i s t  target. 

You might say, this base is not properly outfitted for any 
potential atracks , and you would be right.  W e v e r  , within a 
very short period of t i m e  ( a matter of hours ), the proper a i rc ra f t  
and equipnent could be instal led t o  bring it up to  speed. Personnel 
could be adjusted inmediately t o  f u l f i l l  i ts  needs. 

Please, add my narne t o  those who are asking that you and your 
Carmrission take the time t o  research the vulnerability of the 
ent i t ies  I have mentioned. You might then agree that the closure 
of the Base at Niagara Falls,  NY would be in the worst possible 
interest of the United States. 

Respectfully submitted, 



6934 Maple Drive 
North TO-nawanda, NY 14 120 
May 21,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, DC 

Subject: Base Closure-Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The news of the Niagara Falls Air Base being on the Base Closure List is received with great 
concern. Having served for approximately five years on the NIMAC committee, I have a good 
understanding of the importance this Base has been and continues to be for Western New York. 

What is disturbing to me is the decision to close a base that has received some $30 Million in 
grants to upgrade the facilities within the last decade. Shouldn't this be an indication of the 
importance of this facility I'm sure the Defense Department would be frugal in their decision on 
how they disburse monies in facility upgrades the same as they are in determining how to cut back 
on future spending. 

What should be considered about the 1 0 7 ~  ARW and the 9 1 4 ~  Airlift Wing, and its fire fighting 
facility at this base? They have proven to be combat ready on numerous occasions during 
Operation Desert Storm and the Iraq War. With the need for continued implementing of 
Homeland Security measures, this location would appear to be an ideal site because of its close 
proximity to our Canadian borders and one of the largest hydro-electric power plants in the world. 
Also, the Base's fire fighting unit continues to assist the surrounding volunteer and paid fire 
fighters in fire fighting techniques and has assisted in mutual aid in fighting fires when needed. 
The support of the base's services in helping community organizations continues to be an asset to 
our area. 

Reservists have and continue to combat ready and the highly qualified people located here deserve 
to be given serious consideration. They have continued to fulf~ll their missions successfully for 
many years. Is it worth sacrificing reservists to rather build up the active duty forces? These 
questions need to be seriously thought through before decisions of this maptude are made. 
Weather has also been indicated as a factor in closing this facility. Let it be known that the 
Niagara Falls Auport, being a part of the base, has the longest runway in the area which has 
landed jumbo jets and piovid-d alternate landing location for weather related flights from 
neighboring Toronto airports. I bust your commission will take these points of concern and 
interest into finalizing your decision. 

Sincerely, 

* f  f F f 7 . m  
Winston E. Moeller 
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From: Kathryn L. Bennett 
Date: 05/28/05 04:32:34 
To: niagara Air base 
Subject: So long and thanks for all the Sith! 

Kathryn Leslie Bennett 
West Falls, NY 

Home Phone: 655-071 5 
Email: bennettkathrynl@yahoo.com 
Comment: 

970 AM radio reports reduced patrols on the Lake this 
weekend by air and boats. Last Saturday I sat next to 
a couple who were speaking possibly Chechen. Why 
would a couple come to a coffee bar with loud music 
and a crowd to speak in a foreign language? 
Why was I harassed until 3 am that morning and by 
Monday I was contacting my local Police about a 
stranger in my drive way honking? 
If Erie County Government hasn't got the guts or 
brains to serve the people that elected them and 
invites Muslims to cross the Lake from Canada by 
reducing patrols, why am I dealing with death threats? 
I QUIT! I am promising myself that when the next 911 1 
happens, I won't cry. 
So long and thanks for all the Sith! 

Do You Yahoo!? 
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http:/lmaiI.yahoo.com 
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. 
From: (Joan D McCargo) 
Date: O6/ 1 4 / 0 5  1 O:5O:O 1 
To: info@nimac.org 
Subject: Niagara Air Base Closing Protest 

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by 
Joan D McCargo () on Tuesday, June 14,2005 at 10:49:58 

address 1 : 6500 Campbell Rd 

city: Gainesville 

state: NY 

zip: 14066 

comments: 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to 
close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a 
terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission reverse this 
decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take 
planes, missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air 
Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases. Of all 
the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit 
helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night 
vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard 
respond to man-made or natural disasters, when they occur after 
these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove 
Niagara Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended list of base 
closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the military from our 
region of the country. 

Also, my son is on 2 years active duty right now but will return to 

file://C:V)ocurnents and Settings\Owner\Local Settingsblpplication DataUM\Runtime\Mes ... 6/14/2005 



Page 2 of 2 

4 his local unit after that, wherever that might be. He also has a 
civilian job at the same base- motor nlaintainance-. What will 
happen to that. He is doing his duty as agreed in the beginning but 
why should he have everything pulled out from under hin while he is 
doing it? 

Sincerely, 

Joan McCargo 

submit: Send Letter 

file://C:\Documents and Settinas\Owner\Local Settinas\Application Data\IM\Runtime\Mes ... 6/54/2005 



4 8 2 8 A  S t u r b r i d g e  Lane 
.Lockport,  hew York 14094-3458 
6 J u n e  2005 

Base R e a l i g n n e n t  and C l o s u r e  Comnission 
Washington,  Dis t r i c t  o f  Columbia 

S u b j e c t :  O p r o s i t i o n  t o  C l o s i n g  
Niagara  F a l l s  A i r  Reserve  S t a t i o n  

The e n c l o s e d  a r t i c l e  from "The B u f f a l o  Ye1+s" f u l l y  o u t l i n e s  
o u r  n o s i t i o n  a ~ a i n s t  t h e  c l o s i n q  o f  t h e  Niagara  F a l l s  A i r  Hese rve  
S t a t i o n .  

With t h e  p r i o r  c l o s i n g  o f ;  

(1 ) Gri f f i s s  A i r  Fo rce  Base ,  Rove, New York 
( 2  ) P l a t t s b u r r r h  A: . r  Force B a s e ,  1 l a t t s b a r g h ,  Ne\p! York 

- New Y o r k  S t a t e  h a s  been  d imin i shed  enough i n  m i l i t a r y  
f a c i l i t i e s .  

Reducinp t h e  economic impact  t o  t h i s  a r e a  and ~ o _ r e _ - i m ~ o r t d n t l ~ ,  
t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  q u i c k  a i l i t a r y  r e s n o n s e  t o  m y  United  S t a t e s  b o r d e r  
i n c u r s i o n s ,  t h r e a t s  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b r i d g e s  ( 3  v e h i c l e ,  1 v e h i c l e /  
r a i l r o a d ,  1 r a i l r o a d )  and one of' t h e  l a r g e s t  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  
f a c i l i t i e s  ( U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and ~ a n a d a )  i n  North A a e r i c a  i s  
unconsc ionab le !  

P l e a s e  be  r e a l i s t i c  a n d  c o n s i d e r  t n e  s t r a t e g i c  i : ~ p o r t a n c e  
of  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  and t h e  Nat ion .  

Defea t  t h i s  c l o s u r ~ e  p roposa l !  

Donald H. Wal t e r  

E n c l  



May 2005 

The Red Coach Inn r-r-liT3 I J d  s7D 
A Tradition Since 1923 , ;I - - - 

BRAC Commission 
Washington DC. 
C/O NlMAC 
P.O. Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the 
list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions, and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 
unit in the Reserves? You must also recognize: 

The federal government has invested more than $35 million in Niagara Falls 
since 1995 in new facilities. 
Base Operations Support costs have been reduced more than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities 
in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base eliminates the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate eight (8) additional C- 
130H model aircraft without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints 
and has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I urge the Commission, in the strongest possible terms, to remove the Niagara Falls AFB 
from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing 
retreat of the military from our region of the country. 

Two Buffalo Avenue Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14303 (716) 282-1459 
www. redcoach. corn 
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From: (Anthony-S. Gullo) 
Date: 05/30/05 19:24:21 
To: info@nimac.org 
Subject: Niagara Air Base Closing Protest 

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by 
Anthony S. Gullo () on Monday, May 30,2005 at 19%: 19 

address1 : 5734 Leete Rd. 

city: Lockport 

state: NY 

zip: 14094 

comments: 
Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am on the faculty at Niagara County Community College and have 
been there for the last 38 years. The last thing we in Niagara 
County need to hear about is the proposal to close our Air Base. 
The decision just makes no sense what-so-ever from where I sit. 

I was upset .by the Defense Department's recommendation to close 
Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation 
is a not in the nation's best interest and the BRAC Commission 
should reverse this decision and to remove Niagara Falls from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take 
planes, missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air 
Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases. 

It is equally difficult to understand how our location near the 
Canadian border with three international bridges, numerous chemical 
plants and the gigantic Niagara Power Project to watch were not 
considered in the decision making process. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant 
challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only remaining 
major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has 
been key to military recruitment. 



Page 2 of 2 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air 
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and 
retain military personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York 
community and are united in its support for this base, and its 
retention. Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base 
open. 

I know I speak for all of the 193 faculty at NCCC who have elected 
me as their union president for the past 28 years. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony S. Gullo, Professor 

submit: Send Letter 
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I \ - \ 980 G Hopkins Rd. , 1 -,' ! 
-..J ,.A r Williamsville, NY 1422 1 

May 27,2005 

0 6 0 1 2 0 0 5  
BRAC Commission 
Washington , DC 

To Whom It May Concern; 

I am Brig./Gen. James C. Cook NYANG (Ret.) having retired in 1987, and I am a 
former Commander of the 1 OF Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base at Niagara Falls, NY. I 
am writing your Commission re arding the closure of the Air Reserve Base at Niagara 
Falls and disbanding of the 10$ ARW and the 9 1 4 ~  Airlift Wing. 

I wonder if the Department of Defense and the U.S. Air Force realize the talent, 
expertise, and years of experience they are doing away with by this base closure. The 
107" members were flying the F 100C at Niagara in 1968 when they were called to active 
duty by President Johnson to support the conflict in Vietnam. The unit deployed in June, 
1968 and was assigned to the 31g TFW at Tuy Hoa Air Base in Vietnam. In a matter of a 
month and a half a majority of the wings, shops, and docks were supervised by the Master 
Sergeants of the Air National Guard. The wings staff realized in a short period of time 
what talent they had! The wings hospital was commanded by a Lt. Colonel flight surgeon 
from the Air National Guard. A sister AF Squadron the 308" TFS asked the wing if they 
could have Air National Guard pilots fly as instructor pilots to help lead newly assigned 
junior pilots on their fmt combat missions, this was approved. Again, the Air National 
Guard talent was used to help the 3 la TFW perform it's combat mission. 

The Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird in the 1970's instituted the Total Force 
Concept. The U.S. Air Force was the first to visualize the importance of this concept and 
immediately accepted this new doctrine and it has served the Air Force well for all these 
years. When the Air Force needs forces it has these experienced combat ready squadrons 
immediately available with little or no added training. Just look at the number of call ups 
of the Air National Guard squadrons and individuals in the last 5 - 10 years. This can do 
attitude is something I do not think we should ignore nor should we do away with these 
talented experienced combat forces. It should be noted that it is too bad the Army and 
Marines did not take the Total Force Concept as seriously as the Air Force. 

A few years ago when the 1 0 7 ~  received the tanker assignment it was not fully 
capable to perform the air refueling missions out of Niagara, the reason being the unit 
could not take off with a full load of internal fuel plus a 1 1 1  load of fuel for refueling. The 
Air Force spent millions of dollars to increase the length of the runway from 9,100 feet to 
10,000 thereby allowing the unit to fully perform it's mission from Niagara Falls. In 
addition, more ground fuel storage tanks were installed plus a second fuel pumping 
station to allow the 1 0 7 ~  to refuel it's own aircraft in the event the Air Reserves were not 
available. In 1986 I was in a flight of six F-4's that we ferried across the Atlantic to 
Germany. We took off from Selfiidge Field in Michigan and rendezvoused over Albany, 
NY with a KC-1 0 tankers out of Shreveport, Louisiana. Albany, NY is on the main route 
going over Caribou, Maine to Gander, Newfoundland and on to Europe and the Middle 



East. The KC-1 0 tanker home base was approximately 800 miles &om Albany and to 
make a point the 107" is only ii little under 200 miles away. The 107' KC- 135R's are to 
be transferred to the Air National Guard Unit at Bangor Maine because its aircraft would 
have to be re-engined and modified to KC1 35R status. This lack ~f new tankers is a 
direct result of actions taken by the Secretary of the Air Force and a senior procurement 
officer to lease new tankers from b e i n g  Aircraft Company and the quid pro quo that 
took place benefiting the procurement officer. This resulted in C~ngress not authorizing 
the lease agreement and now the Air Force d ~ e s  not have the new tankers it was seeking. 

A sister unit in New York is the 105' Airlift wing located at Stewart Field near 
Newberg New York. This unit is flying (2-5 aircraft and has to fly from Stewart Field to 
Dover AFB Delaware to pick up cargo or troops and if carrying return cargo, must land at 
Dover and then return to Stewart Field. Is this cost effective? I think not! I have 
addressed primarily the 107" ARW, but the 914" has received its share ~f accolades 
through the years. I have been in close c~ntact and worked with previ~us commanders of 
the 914" and found the them to be proud of their accomplishments, especially its 
performance during Desert Storm, and Desert Shield. The Transfer of the 9 1 ~ " T - I  30 
to Little Rock Arkansas and centrally l~cating a large number of aircraft at one base does 
not sound strategically effective; a lesson we learned on 7 December 1941. I believe the 
Little Rock AFB is located right in the middle of tornado alley causing concern for 
evacuation to protect these assets. 

In closing I suspect that the Air National Guard and Air Force Reservists would 
not consider traveling long distances to fulfill the goal of a 20 year retirement. It is a 
tragedy to let these experienced backup forces go and leave an enomous void in the 
defense posture of the United States. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

James C. Cook 
Brig./Gen NYANG (Ret.) 









Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

You want to close the base in Niagara Falls, NY. It will be like living in a 
ghost town because everybody would leave and business too. It is so nice to 
see all the planes fly by. Just look up! Just watch them go by. 

My niece and I go to the air show when it's on the base and to see how they 
do their jobs and learn about the planes. So PLEASE don't CLOSE THE 
BASE! ! Niagara Falls would be lost without the base. 

Sincerely, 



PAULINE M. ALONG1 
31 8 Wadsworth Avenue 

Tonawanda, New York 14150-591 6 
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BRAC Commission 
Suite 600 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

To the Honorable Members of the BRAC Commission: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New 
York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time 
workers, this would deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses 
the waters of the Niagara and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically 
placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's 
northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the 
last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized 
with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 

We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-eficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 

Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 



BRAC Commission 
June 16,2005 
Page 2 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men 
and women of the 107th Air Kefueling Wing and 914th Airlift Wing have been instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Res ectfully yours, 

d2*I-L_ %,- C@vy- 
PAULINE M. ALONG1 



63 Villa Avenue 
Buffalo, New York 1421 6-1210 

(71 6) 877-0598 

June 16,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Suite 600 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

To the Honorable Members of the BRAC Commission: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New 
York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time 
workers, this would deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses 
the waters of the Niagara and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically 
placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's 
northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the 
last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized 
with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 

We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 

Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 



BRAC Commission 
June 16,2005 
Page 2 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men 
and women of the 107th Air Refueling Wing and 914th Airlift Wing have been instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 



RISE T. CELLER-ALONG1 
63 Villa Avenue 

Buffalo, New York 14216-12 R l i C f & ~ o o 3  ' (71 6) 877-0598 

June 16,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Suite 600 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

To the Honorable Members of the BRAC Commission: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New 
York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time 
workers, this would deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses 
the waters of the Niagara and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically 
placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's 
northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the 
last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized 
with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 

We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 

Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 



BRAC Commission 
June 16,2005 
Page 2 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men 
and women of the 107th Air Refueling Wing and 914th Airlift Wing have been instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 



Page 1 of 1 

From: TERRY SEAL 
Date: 05/30/05 20:21:16 
To: info@nimac.org 
Subject: saving niagara falls airbase 

dear sirs; 

I is very apalling to me that this base is even on 
this list. This airforce base is strategically 
positioned between the borders and around the power 
plant. I think Rumsfeld and President Bush should 
have their heads examined. It is utter stupidity. 

Secondly, they say it would save millions. But, the 
millions supposedly saved is being put into a grand 
and luxurious airbase. The lie was told before the 
truth came out. And they want us to believe them? 

If you need any additional help. please contact me at 
my e-mail address. Also, if you feel fioggy, send this 
to the White House. 

Sincerely, 

Terry Seal 
t e q 6 9  16@y_ahoo.com 

- 
Do you Yahoo! ? 
Yahoo! Small Business - Try our new Resources site 
http://smallbusiness.yahoo.com/resources/ 





June /f ,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Alignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

@ RECEIVED 

0 6 1 6 2 0 0 5  

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Conlmissioners: 

The Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base is 
not in the best interests of our nation. As a concerned citizen and Ame:ican, I urge the BRAC Commission to 
reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base from the closure list. 

I, along with many others, have difficulty in understanding why the Air Force has decided to take missions, jobs 
and planes away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and relocate them to more costly active duty 
bases. 

With newspapers reporting that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting personnel during wartime, this 
action can only hinder our nation's efforts. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been a key to military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to 
the New York Air National Guard and will make efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult. 

The entire Western New York community is united in its support for retaining the Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve and Guard Base, and I am respectfully asking that you overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and 
keep this important base open. 

Sincerely, 

Print Name and Address below: 



BRAC COMMISSION 
252 1 SOUTH CLARK STREET 
STE. 600 
ARLINGTON, VA 22202 
www.brac.gov 

Q 6 2 8 2 0 0 5  
@ F.  ' "A  

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara 
County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, t h s  would deliver another devastating 

, 
blow to our region's economy. 

1 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, along with the New 
York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the waters of the Niagara and supplies substantial 
power to the Northeast Uni~ed Stales Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and fully expandable to 
allow the addition of a fight squadron to further secure America's northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should 
be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

- Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY State by 40%, and eliminate the last Federal 
Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities 
and lengthened runways which have improved the operational effectiveness of the wings. 

- We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% reduction in 
utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 

- Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a region in which 
the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

- Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model oircraJl without any 
military construction. 

- Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has acreage on the 
base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I humbly request that you stronelv reconsider-the decision to close the station. The fine men and women of the 107'' Air 
refuel in^ Wing and 9 1 k  Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war on terror 
overseas. / 

L .  

Additional Comments: A J . / A  J &&.&?&&/ L.tc/ 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

2957 Cleveland Ave 

Name: N~agara Fa$ NY 14305 

Address. 
Phone #: ( 1 
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Chairman Anthony Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Chairman Anthony Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

As a supporter of Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, the largest human service provider 
for people with developmental disabilities in Niagara County, New York, I am deeply 
troubled by the Defense Department's recommendations to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the list. 

Your recent visit demonstrated why the Base should remain open as well as the impact 
that the Base has on the economy and the safety of all American citizens. Specifically, 
the Niagara Falls Base provides employment through government contracts for 
individuals with developmental disabilities through Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, 
an organization I am deeply committed to. These individuals are mentally retarded, 
and/or affected by cerebral palsy, autism, neurological impairments or epilepsy, and the 
jobs they hold in janitorial maintenance at the Base provide them with independence, 
skill development, socialization, confidence and a paycheck. They perform a vital 
service for the Base, while becoming more active and productive citizens. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 

. Duty bases. I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Base from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop 
the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Conmission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara ~ a l \ i  
Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs awa, 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put then1 on more costly Active Duty 
bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue 
Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit in the Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made or 
natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from the 
Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



:. 

Dennis M. Penman 

June 3,2005 

Real Estate 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
5521 Ssutt: c!xl: St:&, S~i t ;  6QQ 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I along with many business leaders in Western new York, was upset by the 
Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best 
interest and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and to 
remove Niagara Falls from the closure list. 

Closing the base would have a devastating economic impact on our region: 
The base is Niagara County's second-largest employer with more than 
3,000 full- and part-time military and civilian employees and it has an 
estimated impact of $150 million on regional businesses. 

That said, it also difficult to understand why the Air Force has decided to 
take planes, missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air 
Reserve bases and out them on more costly Active Duty bases, especially 
after the exeinpiary pt&n~lances ihe~c ~ d ~ i h d  liiCiI *iG \\.iiiliZi: s:?:J~'. '.d 
in recent overseas conflicts. 

The media has reported that the military is facing significant challenges in 
recruiting during war time. As the only remaining major military 
installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key military 
recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New 
York Air National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit 
and retain military personnel even more difficult than it is now. This is no 
way to reward to the sacrifice of these devoted military families. 

501 John  James  Audubon Parkway, Amherst ,  NY 14228, 716-688-1234 



The Buffalo-Niagara business community stands with the Niagara 
FalldWestern New York community in support of the Niagara Falls Force 
Reserve and Guard Base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Very truly yours, 

'I 

Dennis M. Penman 
Executive Vice President 









To: NIMAC 
P.O. Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304 

Date: 513 112005 

Re: Closing of the air base 

With the ever growing need for more security of our borders and our entire homeland 
it is very disturbing to me why our Niagara Falls Air Force Base is marked for closing. 
The Niagara Falls area as well as Buffalo and Rochester are so vulnerable to terrorist 
attack that could happen in a minute. 

If our borders or cities are attacked, the Niagara Falls Air Force Base is our first line 
of defense. Who will defend us? Canada! I don't think so! ! 

Our President stated that "our bases need to close to make us stronger." What kind of 
statement is that? We need the air base to maintain our strength. 

The government has asked the American people to accept war. terror and suffering, 
now they are asking us to accept the removal of our home land security. Remember it 
was New York State that was attacked by terrorists not Texas, Florida or California. 

Please don't close our base. 

Sincerely A&- 
Mayor - retired. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

1 am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 
Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose ~t helped 
rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit in the 
Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB fiom 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base c l o ~ ~ s  and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 
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r -, Chairman Anthony Principi 0 1 0 9 1 8 0 5  
Base Realignment and Closure Commission .' 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Chairman Anthony Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

As a supporter of Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, the largest human service provider 
for people with developmental disabilities in Niagara County, New York, I am deeply 
troubled by the Defense Department's recommendations to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the list. 

Your recent visit demonstrated why the Base should remain open as well as the impact 
that the Base has on the economy and the safety of all American citizens. Specifically, 
the Niagara Falls Base provides employment through government contracts for 
individuals with developmental disabilities through Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, 
an organization I am deeply committed to. These individuals are mentally retarded, 
and/or affected by cerebral palsy, autism, neurological impairments or epilepsy, and the 
jobs they hold in janitorial maintenance at the Base provide them with independence, 
skill development, socialization, confidence and a paycheck. They perform a vital 
service for the Base, while becoming more active and productive citizens. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 
Duty bases. I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Base from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop 
the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

Address (bandatory) 
1 - 
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Chairman Anthony Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Chairman Anthony Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

As a supporter of Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, the largest human service provider 
for people with developmental disabilities in Niagara County, New York, I am deeply 
troubled by the Defense Department's recommendations to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the list. 

Your recent visit demonstrated why the Base should remain open as well as the impact 
that the Base has on the economy and the safety of all American citizens. Specifically, 
the Niagara Falls Base provides employment through government contracts for 
individuals with developmental disabilities through Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, 
an organization I am deeply committed to. These individuals are mentally retarded, 
andlor affected by cerebral palsy, autism, neurological impairments or epilepsy, and the 
jobs they hold in janitorial maintenance at the Base provide them with independence, 
skill development, socialization, confidence and a paycheck. They perform a vital 
service for the Base, while becoming more active and productive citizens. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 
Duty bases. I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Base from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop 
the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country. 

V 

43 b w  k,  
Address (mandatory) / 
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Chairman Anthony 5. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and RRAC Commissioners: 

I am upset and deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to 
close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is a 
terrible mistake and not in the nation's best interest. I urge the BRAC Commission to 
reverse this decision and remove Niagara Falls from the closure list. 

' It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions, 
and jobs away &om so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more 
costly Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to close, how do you close the base whose unit 
helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in 
the Reserves? 

Even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. The impact of this decision 
will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and will make the Pentagon's 
efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more difficult than it is now. How 
will the Department defend the region? How will the Guard respond to man-made or 
natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? We have one of the biggest 
power plants that supply electrical power to a major portion of the East Coast. With no 
base here, how easy of a target will that be now? 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls / Western New York community, 
and are united in its support for this base, and its retention. I urge the Commission in the 
strongest possible terms to remove the Niagara Falls AFB fiom the Pentagon's 
recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the military fiom 
our region of the country. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

7 / 1 4  p JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's reconmendation to close Niagara Falls 
Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

I t  is hard to understmd why the Air Force has decided to tzke plaies, missions and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty 
bases. Of all thc bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue 
Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made or 
natural disasters, when they occur after these massive c ~ ~ t s ?  

1 urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from the 
Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Commission 

June, 2005 JUL 2 1 2#15 
Received 

C h i r m a n  A n t h y  J. Wwiyi 
Base iRealiment a n d c h r e  Cornmission 
2521 South Chrk Street 
Suite 600 
31rCi~ton, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Wmipi andB3 .X  Commissioners: 

I am he& trac66d6y tlie De fme  lkyartment's r e c m h t i o n  to clbse the 
N i a r a  Tali5 Air Twce %?serve base. fiis r e c m m e d t i o n  is a tewi66 
mis tde  a n d l  urge the 2 3 m C  Commission to reverse this hcisimt andremove 
tfiemfi-m the list. 

It  is hardto unrtkrstandwfiy the Air Farce has k c ~ d t o  t akphnes ,  rnisirms 
andjo6s awayf i -m so many %r @ardandAir =serve bases andput t h  on 
t h  more costfij Active m t y  ha. Of &the Gases topick, to clbse, fww a% yuu 
clbse the base w h e  unit lieLjedrescue Jessica L'yncfi in Iraq because they are 
the badn igu  vision C-130 unit in tlie reserves? 

fie, liow wiathe Deqart7nent h f e n d t h  region? W U t k  ~uardrespandto 
man-mad2 or naturaldiasters when they occur after these m s i v e  cuts? 

I urge the C m m i s s h  in th s1rongestpossi6~ terms to remove Nuzgara ~ a f i  



BRAC Colnrnission 

. ? 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2 52 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to 
close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is  a 
terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission to reverse this decision 
and remove them from the list. 

It is  hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, 
missions and jobs away from so many Air Cuard and Air Reserve bases 
and put them on the more costly Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to 
pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue Jessica 
Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the 
reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Cuard respond 
to man-made or natural disasters when they occur after these massive 
cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara 
Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended l i s t  of  base closures and to 
stop the continuing retreat of the military 

( d ~ o n c e r n e d  Citizen) 
I 

(City, State, Zip) fl 
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June 6, 2005 

Representative Brian Higgins 
Larkin Bldg. 
726 Exchange St., Suite 601 
Buffalo. NY 142 10 

Dear Representative Higgins' 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3.000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another dcvasta:ing blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror. it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100"/0 manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastn~cture can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 107* Air Refueling Wing and 914* Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

~ o i a l d  G. Lucas 
President 
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June 6, 2005 0 6 ~ ~ 0 2 ~ ' ~  
Representative Louis Slaughter 
465 Main St, Suite 105 
Buffalo, NY 14203 

Dear Representative Slaughter: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagiira Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Militaq Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the FLlr 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 

Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you slrongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 9 1 4 ~  Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

l&uL.w e h v u  
William C. McCracken 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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June 6, 2005 

Representative Brian Higgins 
Larkin Bldg. 
726 Exchange St.. Suite 601 
Buffalo, NY 14210 

Dear Representative Higgms: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3.000 full and part-time workers. this would 
deliver another devastating blou to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategcally placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 

Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 914& Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter 

Sincerely, 

&<wR4& . c rac en la 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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June 6. 2005 

Representative Louis Slaughter 
465 Main St, Suite 105 
Buffalo, NY 14203 

Dear Representative Slaughter: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our regio~l's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 107" h r  Refueling Wmg and 914" Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

President 
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June 6,2005 

Assemblyman James Hayes 
5555 Main St. 
Williamsville. NY 1422 1 

Dear Assemblyman Hayes: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls. NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site hes within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logst~cal backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully cxpandable to allow the add~t~on of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 4094, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

0 Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units havc both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 914h Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and co~isideration on this very important matter. 

Ronald G. Lucas 
President 
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June 6.2005 

Assemblp-oman Francine DelMonte 
1700 Pine Ave. 
Niagara Falls. NY 14301 

Dear Assemblywoman DelMonte: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers. this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada. 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Mlitary Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%; and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying inission in the State. Since 1995. Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened nunways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for cspansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 107& Air Refueling Wing and 914" Airlift Wing havc been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this vcxy important matter. 

Ronald G Lucas 
President 
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June 6.2005 

Assemblyman James Hayes 
5555 Main St. 
Williamsville. NY 1422 1 

Dear Assemblyman Hayes: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station In Niagara Falls. NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 h l l  and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our reglon's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the hrther secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 107' Air Refueling Wing and 914& Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

i2u4.W ehY4Rk- 
Wlll~arn C. McCracken 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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June 6 .  2005 

Senator Charles Schumer 
3 13 Hart - Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Dear Senator Schumer: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workcrs, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to [our major border crosslng between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complcx which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Gnd. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. Tt should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Mllitary Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can acconmodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 914" Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincer ly, 

 odd G. Lucas 
President 
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June 6,2005 

Senator Hillary Clinton 
476 Russell - Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Dear Senator Clinton: 

The Pentagon has recolnmended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized w ~ t h  
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

0 Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the uuits have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider thc decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 107& Air Refueling Wing and 914'~ Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important maner. 

Ronald G. Lucas 
President 
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June 6: 2005 

Assemblqwoman Francine DelMonte 
1700 Pine Ave. 
Niagara Falls, NY 1430 1 

. ~~. 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Dear Assemblywoman DelMonte: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara'County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logstical backbone for the War on Terror; it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a figliter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in execss of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can acco~nmodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station The fine men and 
women of the 107" Air Refueling Wing and 9 1 4 ~  Airlift Wing have been instrumental in secunng the 
homefront and fightlng the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this velery important matter. 

Sincerely. 

William C. McCracken 
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June 6. 2005 

Representative Thomas Renolds 
500 Essjay Rd.. Sulte 260 
Williamsville, NY 1422 1 

Dear Representative Renolds: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Rcscrve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closcd. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3.000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

Whilc the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid ~nfrastn~cture. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

Accorcfing to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the basc would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any militaw construction. 

Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air t r a c  control constraints and has 
acreage on the basc and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 914' Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter 

Sincerely, 
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June 6, 2005 

Representative Thomas Renolds 
500 Essjay Rd., Suite 260 
Williamsville, NY 1422 1 

Dear Representative Renolds: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unit4 States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 

a We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Comrnand. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% maming rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refuel~ng Wing and 9 1 4 ~  Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald G. Lucas 
President 
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BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: 

(~tevedP&@s0$)2 0 0 5 
(99 Theresa Drive) 

(7 16-674-4785) 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25,2005: 
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their 
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case." 
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response 
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental. and not an analytical, 
process." The Pentagon was supposed to iudge each base primarily on its military value - yet in 
this case the Air Force bypassed the tool it created for jud& military value. "The Air Force in 



their response acknowledge that they themselves ignored the results of a key analytical tool . . . 
created for the BRAC process," Simmons said. "Thev simply took the position that their 
judgment trumped the analvsis.': CiKL2005 
Considering these facts and figures; I am writing to remind you, our elected representative, of 
your obligation to use all means necessary in order to persuade the BRAC to reconsider the 
recommendation to close the station. The fine men and women of the 914th Airlift Wing and the 
107th Air Refueling Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war 
on terror overseas and these highly-decorated units have served their country and represented our 
State and local communities well. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter. 

Sincerely, 

(Steven S. Patterson) 



Date: - 

BRAC COMMISSION 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 
n w r .  brac. gov 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara 
County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 111 and part-time workcrs, this would deliver another devastating 
blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, along with the New 
York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the waters of the Niagara and supplies substantial 
power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

Whle the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and fully expandable to 
allow the'addition of a fight squadron to further secure America's northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should 
be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

Closure of Niagara would reducc the Air Force presence in NY State by 40%, and eliminate the last Federal 
Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with J35M in new facilities 
and lengthened runways which have improved the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% reduction in 
utilities) to make the base one of the mod cod-efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a region in whch 
the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircrafl without any 
military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces nophysical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has acreage on the 
base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I humbly request that you strun& reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and women of the IOP Air 
Refuelina Wing and 91Jh Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war on terror 
overseas. 

Additional Comments: 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerely, H* 



Date: (,lldd 
BRAC COMMISSION 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 
www.brac. gov 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara 
County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver another devastating 
blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, along with the New 
York State Power Authority's Hydropower compla which harnesses the waters of the Niagara and supplies substantial 
power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and fully expandable to 
allow the ziddition of a fight squadron to further secure America's northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should 
be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

- Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY State by 40%, and eliminate the last Federal 
Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities 
and lengthened runways which have improved the operational effectiveness of the wings. 

- We have also reduced our Base Operations Support msts by not !ess than 33% (to include a 195% reduction in 
utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 

- Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruil and retain New Yorkers in a region in which 
the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

- Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional G130H model airmap without any 
military construction. 

- Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traflc control constraints and has acreage on the 
base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I humbly request that you stronalv reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and women of the 1 0 9  Air 
Refuelina Wing and 9 1 8  Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war on terror 
overseas. 

Additional Comments: 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 



6/20/2005 
Karen Weisshaar 

67 Springwood Dr. 
Webster, NY 14580 

585-872-6274 
BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C- 130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25,2005: 
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their 
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case." 
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response 
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental. and not an analvtical, 
process." The Pentagon was supposed to judge each base primarily on its military value - vet in 



6/k0/3005 
this case the Air Force bvvassed the tool it created for judging military value. "The ir orce in 
their response acknowled~e that thev themselves ignored the results of a kev analvtical tool . . . 
created for the BRAC process." Simmons said. "Thev simplv took the position that their 
judgment trumped the analvsis." 

Considering these facts and figures; I am writing to remind you, our elected representative, of 
your obligation to use all means necessary in order to persuade the BRAC to reconsider the 
recommendation to close the station. The fine men and women of the 914th Airlift Wing and the 
107th Air Refueling Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war 
on terror overseas and these highly-decorated units have served their country and represented our 
State and local communities well. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Karen M Weisshaar 



May 17,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and hlly 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to hrther secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

I 
According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 

*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C-130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 

*Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic Eontro~ constraints and has acreage on the base 
and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you STRONGLY RECONSIDER the decision to close this base. The fine men and women in 
the 107'~ Air Reheling Wing and the 9141h Airlift Wing have been and continue to be instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your consideration regarding this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

f?dw 8- 
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To Whom It May Concern: 
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As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
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Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 
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ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 
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securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your consideration regarding this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 



May 17,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 
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Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 
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*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
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*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
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To Whom It May Concern: 
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*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C-130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
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securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 
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To Whom It May Concern: 
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As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
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along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and hlly 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to hrther secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 

*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C- 130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 

*Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control coristraihts and has acreage on the base 
and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you STRONGLY RECONSIDER the decision to close this base. The fine men and women in 
the 107 '~ Air Refueling Wing and the 9 1 4 ' ~  Airlift Wing have been and continue to be instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your consideration regarding this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 9 I 



May 17,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and fully 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 

*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C-130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 

*Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and has acreage on the base 
and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you STRONGLY RECONSIDER the decision to close this base. The fine men and women in 
the 107 '~  Air Refueling Wing and the 914' Airlift Wing have been and continue to be instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your consideration regarding this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 
Y. 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and hl ly  
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to hrther secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 
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Sincerelv. 
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along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and fully 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
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*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
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As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
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The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and fully 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 

*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C-130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 

*Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and has' acreage on the base 
and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you STRONGLY RECONSIDER the decision to close this base. The fine men and women in 
the 107 '~  Air Reheling Wing and the 9 1 4th Airlift Wing have been and continue to be instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your consideration regarding this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and fully 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 

*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C-130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 

*Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and has akeage on the base 
and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you STRONGLY RECONSIDER the decision to close this base. The fine men and women in 
the 107'~ Air Refueling Wing and the 9141h Airlift Wing have been and continue to be instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your consideration regarding this very important matter. 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and fully 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mlssion in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 

*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES M THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C-130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 

*Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and has acreage on the base 
and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you STRONGLY RECONSIDER the decision to close this base. The fine men and women in 
the 107'~ Air Refbeling Wing and the 914'~ Airlift Wing have been and continue to be instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your 

Sincerely, 

matter. 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and fully 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure.' It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
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*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
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securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 



June 8,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment 8 Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Subject: Possible Closure of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

The possibility of closing the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base as recommended by Pentagon 
officials, causes me great consternation for the safety of the citizens of the Western New York 
Region and our Country's combat readiness. This is a big mistake. 

. . I find it appalling that the active duty forces have seen fit to take planes, missions and jobs away 
from so many dedicated and militarily proficient members of both the Air Force Reserve and the 
New York Air National Guard based at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base. Their unit histories are 
replete with successes in meeting and exceeding the Active Duty Force's expectations, particularly 
when called upon to perform in combat theatre of operations. Most reasonable and informed 
citizens ~nterpret the Pentagon's actions as declaring "war" on the reserve forces. Don't let this 
happen. Their future is in your hands. 

I also find in appalling to accept a reduction in the combat ready reserve forces and resources at a 
time when our Country is militarily over extended with world challenges and commitments ranging 
from Afghanistan to Iraq, along with numerous other countries. 

I join with fellow Western New Yorkers in voicing in the strongest terms possible to remove the 
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base from the Pentagon's recommended list of Base closures. I am sure 
you realize the 914th Airlift Wing is the last Air Force Reserve-flying unit in New York State. 
Unfortunately, our State has experienced a constant history of cut backs in Air Force activity. The 
history of the 107th Air Refueling Wing, New York Air National Guard is as impressive as any 
active duty organization, operating at a fraction of the cost of an active unit. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Regards, 



June 8,2005 

Chainnan Anthony J- Principi 
Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Subject Possible Closure of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

The possibility of &sing the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base as recommended by 
Pentagon affidals, causes me great consternation for the safety of the citirens of 
the Westm NW York Region and OUF Country's combat readiness. This is a big 
mistake. 

I find it appalling that the adive duty forces have seen fit to take planes, missions 
and jobs away from so many dedicated and militarily proficient members of both 
the Air Force Reserveand the New York Air National Guard based at the Niagara 
Falls Air Reserve Base. Their unit histories are wlete with successes in meeting 
and exceeding the Active Duty Force's expectations, particularly when called upon 
to perform in m b a t  theatre of operations. Most reasunable and informed citizens 
interpret the Pentagon's actions as declaring "waf on the reserve forces. Don't let 
this h a p .  Their f u t u ~  is in your hands. 

I also find it appalling to accept a redudion in the combat ready reserve forces and 
esoun;es at a time when our Country is militarily over extended with Hlwid ' 
challenges and commitments ranging from Afghanistan to Iraq, along with 
numerous other c o u m .  

I join with fdlaw Western New Yorkers in voicing in the strongest terms possible to 
remove the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base from the Pentagon's recommended list 
of Base dosures- I am sure you realize the 914th Airlift Wing is the last Air Force 
Reserveflying unit in New York State. Unfwtunately, our State has expefhed a 
constant history of cut backs in Air Force activity. The history of the 107th Air 
Refueling Wing, New York Air National Guard is as impressive as any &.e duty 
organization, operating at a fraction of the cost of an active unit. 

Thank you for your attention. 



June 8,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment & Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Subject: Possible Closure of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

The possibility of closing the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base as recommended by Pentagon 
officials causes us great consternation for the safety of the citizens of the Western New 
York Region and our Country's combat readiness. This is a big mistake. 

We find it appalling that the active duty forces have seen fit to take planes, missions and 
jobs away from so many dedicated and militarily proficient members of both the Air Force 
Reserve and the New York Air National Guard based at  the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base. 
Their unit histories are replete with successes in meeting and exceeding the Active Duty 
Force's expectations, particularly when called upon to  perform in combat theatre of 
operations. Most reasonable and informed citizens interpret the Pentagon's actions as 
declaring "war" on the reserve forces. Don't let this happen. Their future is in your hands. 

We also find in appalling to  accept a reduction in the combat ready reserve forces and 
resources a t  a time when our Country is militarily over-extended with world challenges and 
commitments ranging from Afghanistan to  Iraq, along with numerous other countries. 

We join with fellow Western New Yorkers in voicing in the strongest terms possible to 
remove the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base from the Pentagon's recommended list of Base 
closures. We are sure you realize the 914th A i r l i f t  Wing is the last Air Force Reserve-flying 
unit in New York State. Unfortunately, our State has experienced a constant history of cut 
backs in Air Force activity. The history of the 107th Air Refueling Wing, New York Air 
National Guard is as impressive as any active duty organization, operating a t  a fraction of the 
cost of an active unit. 

Thank you for  your attention. 

Regards, 

5150 Oak Hill Drive 
Lewiston, NY 14092 



COLLEEN P. PERNO 
1159 STONY POINT ROAD 612012005 

GRAND ISLAND, NY 14072 

June 7, 2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I strongly oppose your recommendation to add our Niagara Falls Air  Force 
Reserve and Guard Base to the.current closure list. 

I find your recommendation to be a grave misjudgement to the United States of 
America. The Nianara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base has been key to 
your success in the protection of the United States and military maneuvers 
globally. 

The specialized training can not be duplicated anywhere else. You are aware 
of the very educated reservists and guards that hail from this very intelligent 
state of New York. You can't get that anywhere else. We're tough, we're 
smart and we're loyal. 

Nlagara Falls is an international border. That should be the paramount factor 
in your commission's goals / mission. How best to protect the United States of 
America. 

. . 
The Niagara Falls Base has the best airstrip in this country for your purposes. 

I have always automatically included this government branch as part of our 
local community. The reason i s  that they have made themselves an important 
part of our community. The base has supported this community through 
employment, business economics and of course, protection of our citizens. 
That i s  why the Niagara Falls / Western New York community have united our 
efforts to educate you on the need to keep the Reserve and Guard base right 
where it is. 

I have not heard one of the commission's reasons for listing the closure of the 
Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base to be the best choice for this 
country, economically or militarily. 

For my country and my community, I strongly urge you to overturn the 
recommendation to l i s t  the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base for 
closure. 



Nicholas Larratta 

submit: Send Letter 
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FRANK J. PERNO 
1159 STONY POINT ROAD 612012005 

GRAND ISLAND, NY 14072 

June 8, 2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I strongly oppose your recommendation to  add our Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve and Guard Base to  the current closure list. 

I find your recommendation to be a grave misjudgement to  the United States of 
America. The Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base has been key to  
your success in the protection of the United States and military maneuvers 
globally. 

The specialized training can not be duplicated anywhere else. You are aware 
of the very educated reservists and guards that hail from this very intelligent 
state of New York. You can't get that anywhere else. We're tough, we're 
smart and we're loyal. 

Niagara Falls i s  an international border. That should be the paramount factor 
in your commission's goals / mission - How best to protect the United States of 
America. 

The Niagara Falls Base has the best airstrip in this country for your purposes. 

I have always automatically included this government branch as part of our 
local community. The reason i s  that they have made themselves an important 
part of our community. The base has supported this community through 
employment, business economics and of course, protection of our citizens. 
That i s  why the Niagara Falls / Western New York community have united our 
efforts to  educate you on the need to keep the Reserve and Guard base right 
where it is. 

I have not heard one of the commission's reasons for listing the closure of the 
Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base to be the best choice for this 
country, economically or militarily. 

For my country and my community, I strongly urge you to overturn the 
recommendation to l i s t  the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base for 
closure. 



Cutting the NFARS makes no sense because dollar for dollar the 
Defense Department gets more bang for its buck (a fact that they will 
not admit) fiom the Guard, and Reserve units. 
. . 
During my 34 year military career I served in both the active, and 
reserve force. This is not politically correct, but I will say it 
anyway. Guard and Reserve aircraft are better maintained and stay 
mission ready longer in combat operations. Reserve units have two 
things that set them apart fiom most regular units. These two things 
enhance combat capability. What I am talking about is expertise, and 
stability. They go hand in hand. Example: In a reserve unit the same 
personnel work together year after year (stability). This leads to a 
very high experience level (expertise). The end result is a better 
maintained, more effective weapons system. In a regular unit there is 
a constant state of flux. A new troop comes in, you spend two years 
training himher, and either their enlistment is up or they ship out. 
There is little stability. The experience level is diminished. 
Consequently, mission capability is diminished. 

Another decision made by the Department of Defense really troubles 
me. It is their proposal is to transfer a great number of C-130 
aircraft to Little Rock AFB and make it a "super base"@ believe the 
number of C-130 aircraft would be over 100). What a target for 
terrorists! You think we would have learned ow lesson at Pearl 
Harbor when we lined all of our aircraft up in neat rows. A few 
dedicated terrorists attacking the" super base" could cripple our C- 
130 airlift capability. If not terrorists, then how about a natural 
disaster (tornado)? As we all know a tornado gives little warning 
before it hits. The base and the C-130 fleet could be wiped out in a 
matter of minutes. A super base is not a good idea! 

Sir, in this era of limited fimding the NFARS has also done a fine 
job in reducing the costs of running the base. Base operating support 
costs have been reduced more than 33 percent (that includes a 25 
percent reduction in utilities). These reductions have made the NFARS 
one of the most cost efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve. 
One might ask what has this to do with combat capability? Well, it 
allows the savings to be spent on other more critical items. 

Sir, I know that you will be visiting the NFARS later this month. I 
think the facilities, and the outstanding personnel will impress you. 
They are looking forward to your visit. 

Chairman Principi: I've had my say, so I'll try to sum it up in a 
nutshell. The WARS is a valuable national asset, manned by dedicated 
personnel, performing missions that are vital to the security of ow 
country. The base gives our country an excellent return for the money 
spent. The Department of Defense decision to close the NFARS was a 
mistake. I urge you and the BRAC commission to reverse this decision. 

Respectfully, 



Robert C. Haring, 
CMSgt USAF (Ret) 
862 Nash Road 
North Tonawanda, NY 14 520-3423 

submit: Send Letter 
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Niagara Military Affairs Council Supporting the military of Niagara 

June 10,2005 

Hyjek & Fix 
Attn: Steve Hyjek 
2 100 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Suite 560 
Washington, DC 20037 

Mr. Hyjek, 

Please find enclosed an additional 3000 Letters (bundled in groups of 100) to the BRAC from 
members of our community. 

The letters include handwritten and typed letters, emails and on-line petitions from our web site. 

We are emphasizing community support and are running an intense letter writing campaign to meet 
your goal of 20,000+. With this box, we have provided you with a total 1 1 300. - 
Please let us know if there is an urgency to send you more by a certain date. Otherwise, we will 
send large amounts like this as they are collected. 

Je fe Overholt w 
Exe uti Assistant, NIMAC \! 

PO Box 231 Niagara Falls, New York 14304-0231 Phone 71 6.283.4008 FAX 71 6.283.9655 
www. nimac.org 



RONALD G. LUCAS 
President 

(Teamsters Local 264) 

BRUCE W. LEROY 
Secretary-Treasurer 

(Teamsters Local 449) 

STEVEN S. MAZZA 
Vice President 

(Teamsters Local 11 8) 

PAUL A. MARKWlTZ 
Recording Secretary 
(Teamsters Local 791) 

GENE A. DELORME 
Trustee 

Vearnsters Local 11 8) 

TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL NO, 46 KENNETH E. NELLlGAN 
Trustee 

-- ~p 

(Teamsters Local 449) 
AFFILIATED WITH THE INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS 

p p r PI\ f TPH A SORRENTO 
35 Tyrol Drive Trustee 

Cheektowaga, New York 14227 (Teamsters Local 375) 

June 6.2005 (71 6) 668-8007 Fax (71 6) 668-81 22 
1 -(8OO)-773-9ll5 

Representative Thomas Renolds 
500 Essjay Rd., Suite 260 
Williamsvillc. NY 1422 1 

Dear Representative Renolds: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls. NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%. and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flving mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We hwe also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

0 Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 9 1 4 ~  Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerelv. 

~ o n a l d . ~ .  Lucas 
President 



Niagara Military Affairs Council Supporting the military of Niagara 

June 6,2005 

Hyjck & FY. ' 
Attn: Steve Hyjek 
2 100 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Suite 560 
Washington, DC 20037 

Mr. Hyjek, 

Please find enclosed an additional 2500 Letters (bundled in groups of 100) to the BRAC from 
members of our community. 

The letters include handwritten and typed letters, emails and on-line petitions from our web site. 

We are emphasizing community support and are running an intense letter writing campaign to meet 
your goal of 20,000+. 

Please let us know if there is an urgency to send you more by a certain date. Otherwise, we will 
send large amounts like this as they are collected. 

Jennif r 0 erholt 
Execu ive ssistant, NIMAC e lr 

PO Box 231 Niagara Falls, New York 1 4304-0231 Phone 71 6.283.4008 FAX 71 6.283.9655 

-- -' -- 
www.nimac.org 

11' . 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Departrr~ent's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to inilitary recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Westem New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

(A concerned Citizen) 



- .- 
; New petition signers 06101105 10:47 through 06/06/05 I 

Email Addres Date Addi First Name 

robinwyno@y 06/06/05 ' Robin 

kschenk@toc 06/06/05 ' Kevin 

aserbi@yahoc 06/06/05 ' Joann 

emcmehan.rc 06/06/05 ' rick 

emcmehan.rc 06/06/05 ' erica 
rayaniagarac 06/06/05 ' robin 

jparrott@xcp.~06/06/05 ' Joshua 

pinner4@aol.f 06/06/05 ' Teresa 

edadyvsraya 06/06/05 ' Erin 
jimsus@msn. 06/06/05 'Jim 

dtcoke69@hc 06/D6/05 ' tracy 

jl-kaz9l @ms 06/06/05 ! Eli 
cefthemis@ric 06/06/05 ! Christine 

larryl@netsyn 06/06/05 ! Larry 
donhill@rochc 06/06/05 ! Donna 

ja1377@hotrr 06/06/05 !Judy 

jkg80ayahoo 06/06/05 ! Jennifer 
juliaotisj@yaP 06/06/05 ! Julia 

triple3jaysah 06/06/05 !William 
tmaassadaei 06/06/05 ! thomas 

lange@co.chi 06/06/05 ! Linda 

rebedta21@~ 06/06/05 1 rebecka 
shefferebufi 06/06/05 1 John 

sandra@niag. 06/06/05 1 Sandra 

swindle46@y; 06/06/05 1 maria 
mpakulski@j: 06/06/05 1 Marcy 

jlh1229@yah( 06/06/05 1 Jennifer 
joanne.mathir 06/06/05 :Joanne 

jolynnroc@ao 06/06/05 : Jolynn 

rose.depronio 06/D6/05 : Rose 

jajakraskaaa 06/06/05 : joe 

vetteeadelph 06/06/05 f jerry 
rps246@ hotn 06/06/05 f Ray 

Last Name 

Wyno 

Schenk 

Serbinowski 

caufrnan 
mcmehan 

ray 
Parrott 

Belbas 

Dady 
Suszczynski 

kammerer 
Kaze 
Efthemis 

Ludemann 
Bonehill 

Wesolowski, 

Garver 
Dawson 

bass 

maass 

Lange 
swindlehurst 

Sheffer 

strzelczyk 
swindlehurst 
Pakulski 

Hetsko 

Mathis 

Mathis 

DePronio 
kraska 

garrison 

Struski 

Street Address 

624 Lockport St. 

5430 Keller Rd. 

6753 hamilton dr 

7 beverly dr 

31 11 saunders settlement road 
3491 N. Arizona Ave # I  38 

355 Lakeview Park 

256 Tremont 
86 kalla lane 

40 Temple St. 

5290 Mllitary Rd Suite 8 

128 N. Ellicott Street 

308 capen blvd 

3 N. Erie St. 

201 I forest avenue 

409 Ashland Ave 

1 136 whitney ave 
201 I forest avenue 
423 Woodrow Avenue 

600 Willowbrook Ofc Park 

4658 Ide Road 

601 Wurlitzer Drive 

City StatelProvinl 

Youngstown NY 

Cheektowaga NY 
Hamburg NY 

derby NY 

angola NY 

sanbom NY 

Chandler AZ 
North Tonawanc NY 

Rochester 

Kenmore 

east aurora 
Amherst 
Wheatfield 

Fredonia 

Avon 

Lewiston 
Buffalo 
Williamsville 

amherst 

west Seneca 
Mayville 

niagara falls 

Buffalo 

niagara falls 
niagara falls 
Dunkirk 

43 Ravens Rd 
Fairport 

Rochester 

Wilson 

elma 

lancaster 
North Tonawanc NY 

Comments (email more to info@ ID 
14174 

14227 

14075 
14047 

14006 SAVE OUR BASE 

141 31 save our base! 
85225 

14120 

14613 
14217 

14052 
14226 

14120 

14063 
14414 

14092 
14223 

14221 
14226 

14224 

14757 

14301 
14222 

1430 1 

1430 1 

14048 

14467 

14450 

14624 

14172 

14059 

I4086 
14120 



davepj-hot~ 06/05/05 ' David 

beverlyusa@i 06/05/05 ' Beverly 
mcguirel@ve~ 06/05/05 ' Lori 

m rjohnjfreemi 06/05/05 ' John 
shyturtle@ms 06/05/05 ' Jennie 

xradioman@r 06/05/05 'ARTHUR 

clc24@buffalc 06/05/05 ' Cathy 

angel31 01 154 06/05/05 ' Cathy 
ahart722Qao 06/05/05 !Amy 
kcarney60aa 06/05/05 ! Kevin 

mandyjmpaln 06/05/05 ! Mandy 
sidlintl7@aol06/05/05 1 Wendy 

gh5mf@aol.w 06/05/05 1 Gary 
be&y4103@106/05/05 : Rebecca 

mh229@eartt 06/05/05 : CLIFFORD 
don@colorad~ 06/05/05 I Don 
lalnet@yahoo 06/05/05 6 Laura 
janeandgeorg 06/05/05 A Jane 

adamstone@ 06/05/05 6 Adam 
dschluet@roc 06/05/05 : Diane 
dkalbfliesh@r 06/05/05 : Marlene 
jamiepcurran( 06/05/05 : James 

bettyweigela 06/05/05 ' Elizabeth 
vortexya@roc 06/05/05 ' Jean 
jjcarlo@adelp 06/95/05 ' James 

jp9abuffnet.r 06/05/05 'Jeff 

jcgibby90@ac 06/05/05 ' James 
houses-Of-th 06/05/05 ' Louis 
krnbkd@aol.c 06/05/05 ' Kristan 

tuliups269@y 06/05/05 ' Cassidy 
thegamezla 06/05/05 'Nicholas 
x-rOckmywOrl06/05/05 ' Kristy 
slochock@roc 06/05/05 ' Stanley 

jstonel@roct 06/05/05 ' James 
rjpoynt@aol.c 06/05/05 ' Richard 
sunisanta@m 06/05/05 ' Suzanne 

jec1415O@ne 06/05/05 ' Jim 

Orlowski 19 Grove 

James 21 84 Violet Circle 
McGuire 101 Sundown Trail 

Freeman 

Lobs 4539 Lincoln Drive 
HEATON 356 SKILLEN STREET 

Carpenter 

Carpenter 

Hartman 
Carney 276 Dwyer St. 
Palmer 274 Newfield St 
Brehm 

Fogal 29 Front Street 
Stevens 1260 East Clearlake Lane 

STREHLOW 26 KAREN DRIVE 
Polder 10375 Devonshire St 
Lenander 

Ferguson 262Skyview Dr 
Stone 
Schlueter 53 Glenside Way 
Kalbfliesh 4972 Gasport RD 
Cunan 74 Springfield Avenue 

Weigel 1368 - 102nd st 
Williams 1 1764 Stage Road 

Carlo 803 Admiral's Walk 
Genau 41 9 Fredericka street 
Gibson 10429 Greenway Ave 

Giancamillo 
Brayer 35 Harlem Street Apt 2 

Goffena 
Parris 

Weigel 

Lochocki 5 Woodside Lane 
Stone 188 Red Lion Road 

Poynton 69 StJoseph St. 

Gumhatter 41 1lA California Rdl 
Coho 32 Wilmington Ave 

Buffalo NY 

Niagara Falls, NY 
Williamsville NY 

Ransomville NY 

Gasport NY 
BUFFALO NY 
East Aurora NY 

Cape Coral NY 
Hamburg NY 

West Seneca NY 
Buffalo NY 

Buffalo NY 
Akron NY 
Lac Du Flambes WI 

TONAWANDA NY 
Firestone CO 
Columbus GA 
Arcade NY 
Batavia NY 
Rochester NY 
Gasportt NY 
Tonawanda NY 

Niagara Falls NY 
Akron NY 
Buffalo NY 

North Tonawnda NY 
Englewood FL 

caldwell NJ 

Rochester NY 
Oceanside CA 

Seneca SC 

Niagara Falls NY 

Pittsford NY 
Henrietta NY 

Buffalo NY 

Orchard Park NY 
Tonawanda NY 

14207 
14304 Major Border Crossing 

1422 1 

14131 
14067 

14207 

14052 
3391 4 

14075 
14224 
14207 
14214 

14001 
54538 

141 50 
80504 
31 907 

14009 
14020 
14612 
14067 

141 50 Retirees need the services of this base! 
14304 Please do not close our base!! 
14001 

14202-4337 

14120 
34224 9343 

7006 
14607 

92054 
29678 

14303 
14534-2307 
14467-9556 

1421 1 Good Luck 
14127 This base needs to absolutly stay open 

141 50 



heather.hahnl06/05/05 ' Heather 

filegeorgeayi 06/05/05 'Ann 

jswiule-9144 06/05/05 ' Joshua 

dbhnk@peol: 06/05/05 ! David 
rlind@stny.rr. 06/05/05 ! Robert 

louis.giardina~ 06/05/05 ! louis 

tbteetereaol. 06/05/05 !Linda 

eperkins@kal06/05/05 I Edith $ robzolder@ac 06105105 I Roacrt 

angecontinye 06/05/05 I Angelo 
erikapt@roch~06/05/05 : Erika 

hchevy@aol.c 06/05/05 ' Herman 

melanie.lamb 06/05/05 ' Melanie 

bfoleyscc@ac 06/05/05 t Bruce 
lindstr6@aol.c 06/05/05 ' Norma 

marymingox 06/05/05 ' Mary 

chcarr@aol.o 06/05/05 ' Charles 
twomurys@rn 06/05/05 ' John F 

dmenza62044 06/04/05 ' Dennis L. 
curtisbuf@aol06/04/05 ! Peter 

cocon32340~ 06/04/05 ! Doris 
kiigyz@aol.c 06/04/05 I Levem 

arrowman00g 06/04/05 1 Kevin 
mjkemakurz 06/04/05 ' Michael J 

rpdermontea 06/04/05. Rodney 

srnwinner@frl06/04/05 Stephen 
wheIsel459Q 06/04/05 - Beth 

murtaugh@ac 06/04/05 ( vicky 

cacisme@adc 06/04/05 I constance 
renjaaadell: 06/04/05 ( stephen 
kathyzeadeb 06/04/05 ! kathy 

jenn448202@ 06/04/05 !Jennifer 

pamwatl @ac 06/04/05 ! Pamela 
acedillen@ao 06/04/05 ! George 

vjdiIlen777@; 06/04/05 ! Vana 

deuce220ze 06/04/05 6 Justin 
fsabmmaa) 06/04/05 8 Robert 

Hahn 

Cox 

Sauer 

Blank 
Lind 

giardina 

Teeter 
Perkins 

Zolder 

Conti 
Fallon 

Hilliard 

Lamb 

Foley 

Daley 
Baskerville 

Ca rr 
Murray 
Menza, Sr. 

Curtis 

Mulhisen 
Zehler 

Roblee 
Kurzdorfer 

Dermoni 
Winner 

Helsel 

murtaugh 
crossan 

rosky 
ztelinski 
Waterman 

Waterman 
Dillen 

Dillen 

Wake 

MacP hee 

106 Chadwick St. 

6808 Scottsdale Rd. 

3 Reddick Ln. 

5584 Southside Drive 
51 3 West Third St 

193 jamaica road 

20 Alpine Lane 

5898 Garlow Road 

1143 Elmwood Avenue 
1143 Elmwood Avenue 

251 1 Lehigh Station Rd. 

10577 McKinstry Road 

145 Tampa Drive 
6700 Woodland Drive 
3455 Stony Point Road 

54 Simon St. 

67 Courier Blvd 

58 Candlewood Lane 
58 Campus Drive 
43 Wilbury Place 

10019 Galen Hill Road 

5807 East Henrietta Road 
132 Wellington Rd. 

235.south meadow drive 

13629 Chaffee Currlers 
7713 Greenview Rd 
7713 Greenview Rd 

670 B st. Cayuga Village 

6322 Milleville Cirde 

Medina 

E.Am herst 

Rochester 

Hamburg 

Jamestown 
tonawanda 

Caledonia 

Niagara Falls 

Buffalo 

Buffalo 
Pittsford 

Buffalo 

Delevan 
1344 Medina 

Buffalo 
Hamburg 
Grand Island 

Buffalo 

Kenmore 
Williamsville 

West Seneca 

Buffalo 
Freedom 

Amherst 

Depew 
Rush 
Buffalo 

buffalo 

hamburg 
n.tonawanda 
grand island 

Blacksburg 

Chaffee 

Niagara Falls 
Niagara Falls 

Niagara Falls 

Sanborn 

14103 

14051 
14624 

14075 

14701 

14150 
14423 

14304 

14222 

14222 

14534 
14223 

14042 

14103 
14220 

14075 
14072 

1420711 832 
14217-201 0 

14221 Save the Base! 
14224 KEEP THE NIAGARA FALLS BASE OPEN 

14216-2204 

14065 

14226 
14043 

1454s9793 

14216 

14207 

14075 

14120 
14072 

24060 
14030 

14304 
14304 
14304 

14132 Niagara Air Base has always been ready and v 



duecedillen@ 06/04/05 1 David 

piewaleaaol. 06/04/05 Nancy 
mhyback@rol06/04/05 : marcia 

thorne@belk 06/04/05 :Timothy 

sukeymaeaa 06/04/05 :Arlene 
d110430~aol.106/04/05 : DAWN 
bi7@yah106/04/05 : Eleanor 

elphyl9l@ad 06/04/05 :john 
jd'angelrnnf! 06/04/05 : Joseph 
frustratedmea 06/04/05 : Linda 

kathie1227ai 06/04/05 : Kathleen 
psnewbury55106/04/05 : Patricia 

tsukdolak@lo 06/04/05 ; Todd 
jjezioro@eartl06/04/05 ' joseph 

tampa2lee@s 06/04/05 ' Tammy 
trixee1207@z 06/04/05 ' Jackie 

bon40@aol.w 06/04/05 , bonnie 
jeff@coloradc 06/04/05 'Jeff 
w.chestnui  06/04/05 ' Eileen 
thunderbird19 06/04/05 ' Salvatore 
ochas2@aol.c 06/04/05 , Robin 

benderg43@: 06/04/05 ' wanda 
pkrol@adelph 06/04/05 ' Paul 
bdzaglioaadc 06/04/05 ' Becky 
pbachmanat 06/C)4/05 ,Paula 

WdtardQbufr 06/04/05 ' James 
jjalexl3@neti 06/04/05 ' Jacquelynn 
dwdoerrl (pyz W K 3 5  David 

viv3btahotn 06/04/05 ' Lisa 
mdominaroc 06/04/05 ' Michael 
tiiikikil4@aol06/04/05 ' Jena 

donsymlIO@ 06/04/05 ' Donald 
janesolaweb 06/04/05 ' Jane 
amnscott@ac 06/04/05 ' Scott 

sarge8lvetter 06/04/05 ' Darryl 
mireraQao1.c 06/04/05 ! Rebecca 

pstrausberge~ 06/04/05 !Penny 

Dillen 7713 Greenview rd. 

Whelan 14 Hamilton ave 
Hyback 2273 Rt. 19 North 

Homer 6422 Mounting Rock Rd. 
Salvatore 7166 Marigold Dr. 

LICHTENBEI 224 FRENCH RD 
Friend PO Box 222 

elphick 167 greenway blvd 
D'Angelo 51 5 80th Street 

Bociek 123 Carla Lane 
Santa Maria 369 Fayette Ave 
Newbury 70 Crowell CT 
Sukdolak 250 Lincoln Ave 

jezioro 155 southgate rd 
Papia 6324 Shimer Dr 
Malecki 369 Fayette Ave 
quaranta 
Polder 60 birch c! 
Brandys 206 Ma jorie Dr. 
Valvo 26-1 5 Balance rock Rd 
Govenitto 3749 Dogwood 
Bender 7701Huphrey Rd. 
Krol 19ElyRd 
Zaglio 1626 100th St 

Bachman 
Rickard 
Alex 41 9 - A St., Cayuga Village 
Doerr 675 Delaware Avenue, Apt. 401 
Vivian 1393 Westwood Drive 
Domin 

Copelin 8625 Rivershore Dr. 
Symaqk 1 10 Claude Dr 
Soluri 284 Main Street #307 

Hodge 
Seibert I896 Union Rd. 

Stowell 
Strausberger 61 Leonore Rd 

Niagara Falls NY 

Lackawanna NY 
Warsaw NY 
Charlotte NY 
N.Tonawanda NY 

DEPEW NY 
Gasport NY 

cheektowaga NY 
Niagara Falls NY 

West Seneca NY 
Buffalo NY 

Tonawanda NY 

Lockport NY 
buffalo NY 
Lockport NY 
~uffalo NY 
niagara fells NY 

logmont CO 
Kenmore NY 
Seymour CT 
Hamburg NY 
Gasport NY 

De~ew NY 
Niagara Falls NY 
Amherst NY 
Snyder NY 

Niagara Falls NY 
Buffalo NY 

North Tonawanc NY 
Akron NY 
Niagara Falls NY 

Cheektowaga NY 

Tonawanda,NY NY 

Denver CO 
West Seneca NY 

Buffalo NY 

Amherst NY 

14304 
14218 

14569 

28217 
14120 

14043 
14067 

14225 
14304 
14224 In the times we're living in, we need our bases 

14223 
141 50-7927 

14094 
14215 

14094 
I4223 
14304 1 oppose the closing of the niagara falls base 

80503 
14223 

6483 
14075 

14067 
14043 

14304 
14226 

14226-4549 

14304 Our 1st. line of defense in protecting the Powe 
14209 

14120 
14001 

14304 
14206 

14150 
8024 1 
14224 

14223 
14226 



bsee7@aol.c106/04/05 ! Brenda 

ahharomaaa 06/04/05 : Paula 
analunagaw 06/04/05 : ANN 

einz@aol.con 06/04/05 ' Kurt 

demmingaac 06/03/05 ' andrew 
kathjol950a; 06/03/05 ' KATHLEEN 

retmsgtlaao 08/03/05 ' Patrick 
st1 380aaol.c 06/03/05 ' Leah 
jmacpeek@vc 06/03/05 . Joseph 

& 0 ~ 6 1 6 @  06/03/05 Cathy 
coolmama@C 06/03/05 ! Carol 

bflobuddah@s 06/03/05 ! Jennifer 
danny54@za 06/03/05 ! Daniel 
maii3rnan@al06/03/05 1 David J 

jmfaddouI@yi 06/03/05 i Jillian 
athartaadelp 06/03/05 I Anne 
pillieparis@hc 06/03/05 I Francisca 
oldbroad43a 06/03/05 : Debra 
twhughl37@i 06/03/05 ' Thomas 
jaburgs@ade 06/03/05 ' anntjohn 

rhager@adell06/03/05 : Ronald 
t47smithaaoi 06/03/05 :Terry 

cmn37@adell06/03/05 : Clara 
tonilclaveriz 06/03/05 (Toni 
tricky-chicky', 06/CZ!05 t Andras 

bartcharayat 06/03/05 ( Charlotte 
aatolien@aol. 06/03/05 I AMY 

) NWnithmeyer4 06/03/05 1 Richard 
showard929@ 06/03/05 ( Sheila 

nj071 O@adell06/03/05 t Nancy 
spookers97~ 06/03/05 ( Renee 
penhay75@al06/03/05 ( P. 
conroytiioth) 06/03/05 1 Timothy 

jmyen787@s 06/03/05 f Janine 
rainey316@al06/03/05 ( pattie 
jcruise201 @n 06/03/05 ! Joseph 
djs517@adel~06/03/05 ! Dominick J 

Seefeldt 4033Johnson Road 
Shank 726 W. Hacienda Dr 
PEREZ 

Hoffritz 
demmin 791 ohio st 
BRUSEHABE 339 EMPORIUM 
Williams 1666 Caravelle Drive 
Meinhart 708 Ridge Road 

MacPeek 

Vandemolke 3525 Wruck Road 

Tabor 13097 Kendrick Road 
Abbott 78 Briggs Ave 
Maerten 2346 Niagara Rd. 
Grosskopf Jr 19 King 

Faddoul 141 1 IOlst Street 
Hart 3008 Madison Ave 
Khan 1026 N. Military Rd. 

Weigel 355- 37th Street 
Hughes 137 Century Drive 

burgasser 1689 maple rd. 
Hager 

Smith 5375 Harris Hill Rd 
Neu 
Clancy 4 Lavender Ln 

Young 
Lujan 3693 Columbia St. 

TOLIEN 290 OAKGROVE DR 
Smithmeyere 4733 Tindal 

Howard 1 I 8  SpaMing St 
Stockman 

Galley 87 Schoelles Road 
Hayes P.O. Box 292 

Con~oy 

Myers 4975 Oakwood Drive 
rainey 
Alessi 151 Knowlton Ave. 

Sirionni 131 -86th Street 

Lock port NY 
Corona CA 
BUFFALO NY 

Slidell LA 
north tonawands NY 
WEST SENECA NY 
Niagara Falls NY 

Lewiston NY 
Williamsville NY 

Gasport NY 
Waterport NY 
Buffalo NY 

Niagara Falls NY 
Tonawanda NY 

Niagara Falls NY 
Niagara Falls NY 
Niagara Falls NY 
Niagara Falls NY 

Buffalo NY 
williamsville NY 

East Aurora NY 
Clarence NY 
Buffalo NY 

Cheektowaga NY 

West Seneca NY 
Hamburg NY 
WlLLlAMSVlUt NY 
Niagara Falls NY 

Lockport NY 
Snyder NY 
Amherst NY 

Lockport NY 

Java Center NY 
North Tonawanc NY 

bufialo NY 
Kenmore NY 
Nlagara Falls NY 

14094 KEEP THE NIAGARA FALLS AIR BASE OPE1 

92882 
14218 
70458 

14120 
14224 

14304 
14092 

14221 
14067-9405 

14571 
14207 We NEED this base! We're a major border! 

14304-2028 
141 50-3907 

14304 

14305 724 
14304 
14303 

14224-281 0 
14221 

14052 
14221 
14206 
14225 
14224 Please don't take away my uncle's only job! Ph 

14075 Saving our base is critical. 
1422 1 

14304 

14094 
14226 
14228 

14095 
14082 

14120-9616 

14207 
14217 

14304-4374 



brendasirianr 06/03/05 ! Brenda R 
housanumba( 06/03/05 ! Patricia 

w.peternd; 06/03/05 ! dawn 
jd46@buffalo 06/03/05 ! Jenny 

tonyc237@ac 06/03/05 !Anthony N. 

myOOss2MM( 06/03/05 !john 
gabbie61 @ya 06/03/05 ! Donna 
lines54@adel06/03/05 !William 

teab814aaol 06/03/05 ! terri # dabe522aao 06/03/05 ! dennis 

thomas.kennt 06/03/05 !Thomas J 
laspa7@aol.c 06/03/05 ! tom 
pete jciminoQ 06/03/05 Peter 

busybee@usi 06/03/05 brad 
mjp24abuffa 06/03/05 Mike 
jgpiglady@ao 06/03/05 : judy 
dkjk8537ane 06/03/05 : Joanne 
jhomaegreat 06/03/05 : Joanne 

krystynacimin 06/03/05 : Krystyna 
mtgoldmane 06/03/05 : Matt 
skolb@buffalc 06/03/05 : Sandra 
cindy@vccloc 06/03/05 : Jacinda 
Ijmangamsn 06/03/05 'JEANNIE 

wowk2@aol.c 06/03/05 ' DON 
carmalettaka) 06/03/05 , Carmaletta 
beverly-haliig 06/03/05 ' Beverly 
drl65@cox.n 06/03/05 ' Deann 
Qoannegam(06/03/05 Joanne 
kcaputyawilli 06/03/05 ' Kelly 
ethan.harvey( 06/03/05 ' ethan 

erikwhbkem! 06/03/05 ' Erik 

michele.potte 06/03/05 ' Michele 
teresa.calarcc 06/03/05 ' Teresa 

awest5621 7@ 06/03/05 ' Amy 
teilinge@roch 06/03/05 !Timothy 
nlarusch@aol06/03/05 ! james 

kkubiak22ea 06/03/05 1 Karen 

Sirianni 
McGilvray 

schiele 
Dannecker 
Crimi 

simon 

Locke 
Lines 
borowiu 

borowia 
Kennedy 

la spada 
Cimino 

logalbo 
Pietkiewiu 

george 
Kasperek 
Homa 
Cimino 

Goldman 
Kolb 
Re 

MANG 
SlPES 
Zandi 
Halligan 

Rowles 
Christopher 

Caputy 
harvey 
Wroblewski 

Potter 
Calarco 
West 
Eilinger 
callahan 

Kubiak 

1 31 -86th Street 
565 Tonawanda St 

50 so. fisher rd.cl 
167 Ashland Ave. Apt 1 

668 LaSalle Ave. 
195 crocker st 
172 Rossler Ave 

23 Blair Lane 
654 cayuga dr. 

654 cayuga dr 
404 Center Road 

2 Quail Run Lane 

7 beverly dr 
32 University Ave. 
13d packard ct 
8537 Knapp Road 
20 Regency Dr 
2 Quail Run Lane 

130 Bidwell Parkway 
281 6 Thornwoods Dr. 
8653 Dewhirst Rd. 
9200 SESH RD 
5 BERRYMAN DR 

4207 Van Deeman St 

250 N. Forest Rd. 

2722 Aldercreek Drive No1 

2720 Kirkbridge Drive 
3 Chambord Dr 

73 Mendon lonia Rd 
3354 Delaware Ave. 

3900 Packard Road 

Niagara Falls NY 
Buffalo NY 
west Seneca NY 

Buffalo NY 
Buffalo NY 
sloan NY 

Cheektowaga NY 
West Seneca NY 

Lewiston NY 

Lewiston NY 

West Seneca NY 
lodrport NY 
Lancaster NY 
angola NY 
Buffalo NY 

niagara falls NY 
West Falls NY 
Grand Island NY 
Lancaster NY 
Buffalo NY 

Whealfield NY 

GaspOrt NY 
CLARENCE NY 

SNYDER NY 
Geizville NY 

Hamburg NY 
Bossier City LA 
Buffalo NY 
Williamsville NY 
ransomville NY 

rth, Apt 3 North Tonawanc NY 

West Seneca NY 
Niagara Falls AF NY 

Mendon NY 

Mendon NY 
Kenmore NY 
Niagara Falls NY 

14304-4374 

14207 
14218 i support your cause 

14222 
14215 Emergency3 (Jobs) 

14212 
14206 we need to save the base 

14224 
14092 

14092 
14224 
14094 
14086 

14006 SAVE OUR BASE 
14214 
14301 
14170 
14072 

14086 
14222 
14304 
14067 
14032 
14226 
14068 

14075 
71112 

1421 5 
1422 1 

14131 
14120 
14224 

14304 

14506 
14506 

14217 
14303 



matthew.brau 06/03/05 1 Matthew 
Irsamland@a~ 06/03/05 : Linda 

terry-hildebra 06/03/05 : Terry 

karen.quant@ 06/03/05 : karen 
nyernt78@yal06/03/05 ' Joseph 

rnegrn2002@ 06/03/05 ' Mare Elaine 
freemsrl @ao 06/02/05 ' Roger 

deedeecoy@i 06/02/05 ' DIANE 
brownmichael06/02/05 ' Michael 
dansf87aaol. 06/02/05 ' Dan 

kelley021 @hc 06/02/05 ! Kelley 
Imcheman@a 06/02/05 1 Michael Jose1 

kgorrnley@nfi 06/02/05 1 Kathleen 
a53145@aol.c 06/02/05 1 Anne 
jrpeirce@bell! 06/02/05 1 jarnes 

nimac.info@a 06/02/05 : Jen 
Iclare414@ac 06/02/05 : Linda 

charlie91 2@s 06/02/05 : Charles 
ban1 1 1 180@ 06/02/05 : Michael 
gnroteabluef 06/02/05 I Gerald 

kemooney50t 06/02/05 t Kathleen 
grarnrn413@t 06/02/05 I Patty 

mamak722a 06/02/05 ! Susan 
michellegl23106/02/05 ! Michelle 
mongo@wnyi 06/02/05 !Thomar 

brucethree@t 06/02/05 : Bruce 
zabaldo.josey: 06102f05 : Joseph 
drasuli@aol.c 06/02/05 : daryl 
stephmmfba 06/02/05 : Steve 
becky@ls-rne 06/02/05 : Becky 
grandmagailg 06/02/05 : gail 
jmaslen22ea 06/02/05 ;Janice 

tgirts@yahoo. 06/02/05 :Timothy 
cpolasik@cfsl06/02/05 : Cheryl 

marjloomis@ 06/02/05 : Marjorie 

tcbeachridge4 06/02/05 ' Tobias 
nc-074@afjro 06/02/05 ' Larry 

Braunscheidc 1031 5 Wagner Drive 
Samland 2189 stony point 
Hildebrandt 

quant 189 st felix ave 
Olscarnp PO Box 655 

Mundier 1004 Kenmore Avenue #10 
Freeman 9301 St. John Parkway 

NELSON 276 NIAGARA STREET 

Brown 5835 Unicorn Drive Apt. 305 
Greinert 
Sullivan 

Cheman 12383 Stage Rd 
Gorrnley 5263 Fort Gray Drive 
Gibson 
peirce 1622 calming water drive 
Overholt 1300 92nd Street 
Clare 
Lewis 
Kowal 
Rote 237 Lydia Lane 

Mooney 
Kushner 51 Kent Ave. 

Krakowiak 
Gardiner 

May 897 The Circle 
Reynolds 111 2526 Pine Ave. 
Zabaklo 
rasuli 181 eHiW 
Acres 
Beutel 6343 Nash Road 

Freischlag 4281 Chestnut Rd. 
Maslen 3900 Packard Road 

Girts 1554 Buffalo Street 
Polasik 424 Main Street 

Egan 2870 Staley Rd 

Fronmuller 
Cannon 525 Andrews Rd 

Niagara Falls NY 
grand island NY 
Buffalo NY 

cheektowaga NY 
Sanborn NY 

Buffalo NY 
Niagara Falls NY 
LOCKPORT NY 

Sanbom NY 
North Tonawanc NY 

lthaca NY 
Akron NY 
Lewiston NY 

Youngstown NY 
orange park FL 
NF NY 
Newfane NY 
baltirnore UT 

Tonawanda NY 
Cheektowaga NY 

Niagara Falls NY 
Blasdell NY 

Cheektowaga NY 
Mechanicsville VA 
Lewiston NY 
Niagara Falls NY 
Niagara Falls NY 
buffalo NY 

Toronto ON 
North Tonawanc NY 
Wilson NY 

Niagara Falls NY 
Jarnestown NY 

Buffalo NY 
Grand Island NY 

Lockport NY 
Fayetteville NC 

14304 
14072 

14223 

14227 

14132 
14216 

14304 

14094 

14132 
141 20 
14850 

1400 1 
14092 
14174 

32003 With all the experienced and combat ready cre 
14304 
14108 
21214 
14150 
14225 
14304 
1421 9 
14227 

231 1 1 
14092 
14301 

14304 
14203 

L5A 3S9 
14120 
14172 

14303 
14701 

14202 
14072 
14094 

2831 1 



dtakacsaade 06/02/05 ' Denise 
kw900@rocht 06/02/05 ' Debbie 
frank-capuan 06/02/05 'Frank 
william-fedch 06/02/05 * William 

tkipler@gbnrt 06/02/05 ' Thomas 
rnjsadkinaad 06/02/05 ' Denyse 
martins@san 06/02/05 ' martin 
mettyQhealtt 06/02/05 ' CAROL 

dwahlezengt 06/02/05 ' David 
nymedicO4@ 06/02/05 - Emity 
klyczek@niag 06/02/05 ' James 
jaimesydow@ 06/02/05 . Jaime 
jgra0102@ho. 06/02/05 ' Jennifer 
tomtmp58@a 06/02/05 'Tom 
gramp2672a 06/02/05 !James 
cidaledave@i 06/02/05 ! David 
mantonaccia 06/02/05 !Mark 
sheim@lglaw 06/02/05 !Sharon 
newmanmary 06/02/05 ! Mary 
flowrchild56@ 06/02/05 ! Ericka 
bschooley@p 06/02/05 ! Bob 
frostbyte77a 06/02/05 ! Charlene 
jheckabigldic 06/02/05 ! JUD 
kjcl06Qveriz 06/02/05 ! Kevin 
nocks@adelp 06/@2/05 I Fredric 
tburns@lums~ 06/02/05 1 Thomas 
denise@lytle: 06/02/05 1 Denise 

1) sacsssail@ac 06/02/05 l Demetrio 

davelu22Qac 06/02/05 f David 
waynec@veri. 06/02/05 f Waqyne 
janetrandy@a 06/02/05 1 Janet 
andrea-herah 06/02/05 1 Andrea 
jesleal 3@aol06/02/05 1 Elaine 
kobri-uffa 06/02/05 I bany 
jerchris3kidg 06102105 : Jeremy 
easybearpart! 06/02/05 :Carol 
durkeefaade 06/02105 : fred 

Takacs 

Crossett 
Capuano 
Fedchak 
Kipler 

Sadkin 
sadkin 

M E r n  
Wahl 
Rowles 
Ktyczek 
McKnight 

Grawe 
Paruta 
Sage 
Ciale 
Antonacci 
heim 
Newman 
Panek 
Schooley 
Cottet 
HECK 
Crosby 
Warnier 
Bums 
Giannini 
Sacca 
Cronkhite 

C rta ig 
Schultz 
Herald 

Leach 
kobrin 
Dudas 
Comeau 

durkee 

290 Creekside Drive 
76 Rochester ST 
181 Ellicott Street 
181 Ellicott st. 

20 Be1 Air Ct 
20 bel air ct 
S-3607 SALISBUYR A M  

525 Hertel Ave 
48 Lorna Lane 
31 I 1  Saunders Settlement Road 

245 marble St Apt 103 
43 Flower St. 
6293 Drake Settlement RD 

6146 Shawnee Road 

8429 3rd Ave 
2727 WILLIAM ST 
106 Woodbury Drive 
528 Wardman Road 
9 Doris Ave 

2 Pennsylvania Ave 
6461 Hope Lane 
305 Glenvale Rd. 

3663 Irish Road 
124 Linden Ave 
30 Commonwealth Dr 
7195 Plank Rd 

19 Elizabeth St. 

17 raven ct 

Amherst NY 

Bergen NY 
Buffalo NY 
Buffalo NY 
Buffalo NY 
Getzville NY 
getzville NY 
BLASDELL NY 
Buffalo NY 
Town of Tonawz NY 
Sanbom NY 
Amherst NY 
Broomfield CO 

Buffalo NY 
Burt NY 
Grand Island NY 
Syracuse NY 
buffalo NY 
Wheatfield NY 
Sanborn NY 
Rushford NY 
Niagara Falls NY 
CHEEKTOWAG NY 
Lockport NY 
Kenmore NY 
Lancaster NY 
Grand Island NY 
Lockport NY 
Lockport NY 
Youngstown NY 
Wilson NY 

Buffalo NY 
Glenmont NY 
lockport NY 
North Tonawanc NY 
Athol MA 

n. tonawanda NY 

14220 
14416 

14203 
14203 
14202 
14068 Do Not close our base! I!! 
14068 
14219 
14207 
14150 
14132 
14228 
80020 
14214 KEEP OPEN !!I 
14028 Gateway to CAN. Need the protection!! Key la 
14072 
13206 

'14201 
14120 
14132 
14777 

14304 
14227 
14094 
14217 
14203 

14072 
14094 
14094 

14174-1120 
14172 
14214 

12077 
14094 
14120 
1331 

14129 



nacarr@adely 06/02/05 : Nancy 
michael.sensl06/02/05 ( Michael 
ocitmsii@aol. 06/02/05 'Amber 

vettbro2@aol 06/01 105 ' Dave 
melissald@m 06/01/05 ' M 
degdmg2-r 06/01/05 ' david 

tinascema@vc 06/01/05 ' Tina 
kathyg2753Q 06/01/05 !Kathy 
ashypylanet 06/01/05 I Gail 

chandler@pe 06/01/05 I Edward 
giarcl701 @at 06/01/05 1 Craig 
lisaandchas@ 06/01/05 : Lisa 
verb739@aol 06/01/05 : Ruth 
mtalone@roc 06/01/05 ( Michael 
bgrover@gua 06/01/05 ! william 
jgural@newm 06/01/05 ! Jeffrey 
info@basicall 06/01/05 ! Maria 
dintcheff@aol06/01/05 4 Rose Ann 
Ilkalman@yat 06/01/05 4 Laurie 
dauel07@ho 06/01/05 8 Shauna 
ItangQnycap. 06/01/05 8 Lisa 
tammyjogor@ 06101105 Tammy Jo 
papuccigrade 06/01/05 : JUSTIN 
johnmagneye 06/01/05 : bernadine 
gabbiel 1 @JUI 06/01/05 : Gabrie!le 
hollis98@hotr 06/01/05 : Holly 
jebarry2abuf 06/01/05 : jill 
rselbert@aol.,osmlns : DOLORES 
ian.mclennan 06/01/05 : Ian 
rfwolf@earthli 06/01/05 : Robert 
tstock@webn 06/01/05 : Tina 
babygr14423g 06/01/05 : Ashly 
dkross54@ac 06/01/05 : Dawn 
yager@niaga~ 06/01/05 : Cheri 
chdiez@unitc 06/01/05 ' Card 

sbonetsue@y 06/01/05 'Susan 
slpetersl l a y  06/01/05 'Sue 

Cam 
Senske 
Minnick 

Adamczyk 
D'Amica 
greinert 

Stem 

Gilrnore 
Lelhner 
Chandler 
Kenison 
Shaffer 
Verbanic 
Talone 
grover 
Gural 

492 Breckenridge St 

1235 66th Street 
64 Angela lane 

1981 Carl Cliff Dr. 
6961 ward 

140 Schendc St 
309 Fredericka Street 
1 90 Peppermint Lane 

64 Westlake Hill Road 
3652 Oakmount Road 
14 lilac lane 
125 Park Avenue 

DiMenna 7306 Bear Ridge Road 
Dintcheff 3450 Howard Rd Xi52 
Kalman 

Keky 
Tang 
Garman 3416 Sandy Beach Road 

PAPUCCI 
magney 58 Linwood avenue 
Dotteiweich 304 Belleuue Ave 
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May 27, 2005 
2854 Truax Road 
Wel lsv i l l e ,  NY 14895 

O 2  

N I M A C  
Post Of f i ce  Box 231 
Niagara Fa l l s ,  N.Y. 14304-0231 

I am w r i t i n g  on behalf o f  my f r iends  i n  the We l l sv i l l e ,  N.Y. 
area r e l a t i v e  t o  the recommended c los ing o f  the Niagara F a l l s  N.Y. 
A i r  Reserve Station. 

(1)  Western New York h i s t o r i c a l l y  has been an excel lent  recruitment 
area both i n  terms o f  qua l i t y  and numbers f o r  the reserves, National 
Guard and a l l  service branches. Our strong work e t h i c  and dedication 
ranks second t o  no other area. I f  the s t a t i o n  closes, re ta in ing  
reserv is ts  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t .  

2 The base i s  s t ra teg i ca l l y  located -- large power plants,  the 
Canadian border, and ove ra l l  good topography. 

(3)  I n  view o f  the d i f f e r e n t  types o f  threats  t o  our nat ion;  f o r  example, 
b i o log i ca l  warfare -- making large bases larger  i s  no t  i n  the best 
i n t e r e s t  o f  homeland defense. 

(4)  The performance and a t t en t i on  t o  duty i n  recent world c o n f l i c t s  
by the Niagara F a l l s  reserves has been exceptional. 

We are proud o f  the Niagara F a l l s  A i r  Reserve B ta t ion  and 
t r u s t  t ha t  you w i l l  keep the base open. 

Signatures 

P d e ~ ~  
- 

~ugene E. Cedruly - 
Address 



Address 



0 

NAME - 

* 
ADDRESS 



NAME - 



Hiagara Mi l i tary  Affairs Council Supporting the military of Niagara 

June 13,2005 

Hyjek & Fix 
Attn: Steve Hyjek 
2 1 00 Pennsylvania Ave N W 
Suite 560 
Washington, DC 20037 

Mr. Hyjek, 

Please find enclosed an additional 3000 Letters (bundled in groups of 100) to the BRAC fiom 
members of our community. In addition to that, we have a total of 876 signatures of petition. 

The letters include handwritten and typed letters, emails and on-line petitions fiom our web site. 

We are emphasizing community support and are running an intense letter writing campaign to meet 
your goal of 20,000+. With this box, we have provided you with a total 14,300!! 

Please let us know if there is an urgency to send you more by a certain date. Otherwise, we will 
send large amounts like this as they are collected. 

Ex cut ve Assistant, NIMAC 0 

PO Box 231 Niagara Falls, New York 14304-0231 Phone 71 6.283.4008 FAX 71 6.283.9655 
www.nimac.org 



I urge the Commission, in the strongest possible terms, to remove Niagara Falls 
Air Reserve Station from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop 
the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country. 

Very Respectfully, f i  

u 
James D. Salvatore 
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May 17,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and filly 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to firther secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Aflairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 

*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C- 130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 

*Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air iraffic control constraints and has acreage on the base 
and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you STRONGLY RECONSIDER the decision to close this base. The fine men and women in 
the 1 0 7 ' ~  Air Refueling Wing and the 914Ih Airlift Wing have been and continue to be instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your consideration regarding this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 



May 17,2005 

BRAC Commissi~n 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and fully 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be ECXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 

*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C-130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 

*Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and has acreage on the base 
and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you STRONGLY RECONSIDER the decision to close this base. The fine men and women in 
the 107 '~  Air Refueling Wing and the 9 1 4 ' ~  Airlift Wing have been and continue to be instrumental in 
securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your consideration regarding this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 
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