
 

 

MEMO 
To:  Dean Diane Bruxvoort, Sian Brannon, Rebecca Barham 

From:  Karen R. Harker, Head of Collection Assessment Department  

CC:  ABCD Firm Order Group  

Subject:   Studio Arts Collection Evaluation Report 

Date: November 15, 2021 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The UNT Libraries Collection Assessment department reviewed the Studio Arts collection in November, 
2021 in order to identify areas for improvement. The brief report below summarizes our findings and 
recommendations. This report may be shared with faculty or other UNT stakeholders as appropriate. 

Our analysis shows that at the time of this report, the UNT Libraries’ collections for Studio Arts appear 
to meet user needs for the relevant academic programs.   

The UNT Libraries provides over 67,600 titles that support the Studio Art studies, representing about 
1.3% of all titles by subject-based collection.  Over 82% of these titles are monographs, 12% are 
audiovisual (mostly documentary and feature films that support cinematography), and nearly 4% are 
journals.  This collection is largely physical (print and physical videos), with less than 10% of the books 
online, which is substantially lower than most other subject-based collections due to the limitations of 
representing visual images in online books.  The collection has a greater proportion of titles published 
since 1980 than other arts collections, although it is at the median of works published in the last decade 
(2010-2019).  The usage of the physical collection has been strong, representing between 2.5% and 3.2% 
of all circulations by collection, exceeding expected use.  Despite the fewer number of titles, usage of 
ebooks has grown steadily even pre-COVID, with usage of books in the graphic arts and the general 
visual arts showing the strongest growth.  Journals make up a much smaller part of the Studio Arts 
collection than most other collections, and journal usage is even less than expected.  Requests for 
articles through interlibrary loan, however, were consistently in the in the top quartile pre-COVID, 
indicating a greater than expected need.  The audiovisual materials are largely feature and documentary 
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fields that support cinematography studies, although there is a substantial image collection (ArtSTOR) 
for visual arts.  There were relatively few audiovisual titles that were specific to techniques of art media. 

The Studio Arts collection was particularly strong in the subjects of graphic arts and design, notably 
commercial art, painting techniques and materials, and decorative arts and design.  Subjects which may 
be considered for enhancement include art studios and materials, economics of art and art dealers, 
study and teaching of art, and selected art media, notably photography, sculpture, glass, and stonework.  
See Appendix B: Specific Areas of Enhancement in the Studio Arts for more details. 

We expect to be able to meet current and future needs by maintaining current collection development 
activities and by enhancing some key targeted areas within the discipline. See Recommendations 
section, below.   

SCOPE 

This collection evaluation report seeks to convey information about the needs of patrons using the 
materials in this collection, regardless of their departmental affiliation. It is difficult to investigate the 
needs of this potentially diverse patron group. However, investigating the output and activities of the 
related department(s) provides an acceptable alternative source of information about the total user 
group. 

For this assessment, we examined the distribution of titles by format (e.g. print books, ebooks, journals, 
audiovisual, etc.), year of publication, and subject.  We also evaluated the usage of these resources, with 
particular attention paid to book circulation, ebook usage and ejournal usage.  We compared holdings 
and usage to interlibrary loan requests, which indicate interest in titles and subject areas not directly 
accessible from the UNT Libraries.  To evaluate the quality of the resources the UNT Libraries provides, 
we compared our holdings against external lists, notably the Choice’s Outstanding Academic Titles 
(OAT).  Finally, we analyzed these metrics holistically at the subject level to determine which topics were 
well covered and which would need enhancement. 

This evaluation covers the Studio Arts collection. See descriptions of how we identify the Primary, 
Secondary, and Tertiary collections in Appendix A: Subject Coverage of the Studio Arts Collection. 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS  

While the UNT Libraries recognizes the growing interdisciplinarity of all academic programs, the Studio 
Arts collection primarily supports the academic programs most closely associated with the Bachelor of 
Fine Arts and Master of Fine Arts offered by the Studio Arts Department in the College of Visual Arts and 
Design (CVAD).  This section describes the trends and current status of courses offered and enrollment, 
which provides a foundation for determining the resource needs of faculty and students. 

The undergraduate and graduate programs both focus on developing practical skills, professional 
development, and the critique of art. Nearly all of the specific programs require very technical skills that 
nearly mirror those found in engineering like materials science, structural integrity, and technology. 
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While there was not a high focus on business and entrepreneurship, there is a strong focus on 
mentorship through the visiting artists program. Many programs have an internship program, and 
specifically focus on helping students to develop a professional network. Another major component of 
the program is the philosophy, history, and critique of art.  

ENROLLMENT TRENDS 

The number of students affiliated with the Studio Arts Department increased from 690 students in 
FY2018 to 743 students in FY2020. Affiliation then decreased during the COVID-19 pandemic to 699 
students in FY2021. The Studio Arts department altered the courses it offered in Fall 2019 which 
resulted in fewer number of courses offered.  However, this drop in number of courses offered did not 
significantly affect the number of students affiliated with the department. The department now offers 
about 50 courses per long semester, five or six of which are graduate level. 

The focus of the department is on the undergraduate programs, with about 10% of courses and 6-8% of 
affiliated students being graduate level.  Coursework for Studio Arts is largely face-to-face both for 
graduate and undergraduate students, with the exception of the summer semesters when 70% to 77% 
of enrollment is online.  The number of online courses offered increased during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but overall online enrollment for Studio Arts classes did not increase by a significant amount.  

Studio Arts students primarily take courses within the College of Visual Arts and Design, and, conversely, 
the primary consumers of Studio Arts courses are students affiliated with the College of Visual Arts and 
Design. In addition, there is a significant number of students from the Mayborn School of Journalism 
that also take Studio Arts courses, most likely associated with photography and photojournalism. 

COLLECTION GOALS 

Generally, given the nature of the scholarship happening in these areas of study, the UNT Libraries seeks 
to provide collections with the following characteristics: 

• Depth: Graduate, professional 
• Permanence or Retention: Review collection every ten years. 
• Needs and preferences:  

o Print 
 Approval profiles 
 Exhibition catalogs 

o Audiovisual 
 Documentaries about artists 
 Art techniques 

• Geographical area:  
o America 
o Worldwide 

 Europe 
 Africa 
 Latin America 
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Based on the discussion with the Subject Liaison for the College of Visual Arts and Design, Rebecca 
Barham, the faculty are content with the collection, ordering books when needed.  There appears to be 
an increasing interest in theory studies.  The most pressing problem is the number of resources not 
easily accessible, having been moved into remote storage.  Given the reliance on print materials, this 
substantially reduces the browsability of the collection.  Computer art and digital or multi-modal art are 
subjects that are of growing interest to the community.  To a lesser degree, there appears to be a 
growing interest in audiovisual resources on artists and techniques. 

 

METHOD 

Collection Assessment’s goal in preparing this report is to compare the collection with the needs of the 
patrons learning and researching in these fields. To get a better idea about the current needs of these 
patrons, we reviewed the programs and curriculum, and the library resources we consider to be 
supportive of these fields (e.g. included in the Studio Arts) and considered whether the collections 
adequately encompass the scope of the program. See Appendix A: Subject Coverage of the Studio Arts 
Collection. 

We then analyzed the Studio Arts collection and compared to the needs of the patrons. Collections data 
examined include print book and ebook holdings; journal holdings; usage statistics on the above item 
types, as available; and interlibrary loan (ILL) request data. 

 

RESULTS 

WHAT WE OFFER RESEARCHERS DIRECTLY: STUDIO ARTS HOLDINGS 

The Studio Arts collection is largely composed of monographs and audiovisual resources, representing 
more than 95% of the Studio Arts collection. Of the monographs in the Studio Arts, 91% is in print. This 
is significantly larger than the general collection (70%). This preference for print continued to a lesser 
extent for serials. While more than half (52%) of Studio Arts serials are available online, this is much 
lower than that for the general collection (67.7%). Serials themselves represent only 3.7% of the Studio 
Arts collection compared with 5.6% of all holdings. This difference is likely due to a much larger 
representation of audiovisual resources, where nearly 13% of the Studio Arts titles are audiovisual 
compared with 10% for all holdings. The Studio Arts collection also has very few miscellaneous items 
with less than 1% of the collection being items other than monographs, serials, or audiovisual titles. 
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Table 1 describes the quantity of various library holdings related to art media.   

 Quantity Percentage of total 
Total Titles 67,546 1.36% of all titles by collection 
Monographs 55,859 82.7% of all titles 
     (Print monographs) 51,056      91.4% of monographs 
     (eBooks) 4,803        8.6% of monographs 
Journals    2,470   3.7% of all titles 
     (Print journals)  1,189        48.2% of journals 
     (eJournals) 1,281      51.8% of journals 
Audiovisual    8,601 12.7% of all titles 
Other formats as needed        616   0.9% of all titles 

Table 1 Holdings by Format 

COLLECTION GROWTH 

Overall, this collection has seen growth that has been more steady and moderate growth over time than 
most other subject-based collections.  This has been due in large part to the limited use of ebooks, as 
well as the continued use of print-based approval plans, which provide a steady source of acquisition of 
print books from quality publishers.  However, subject areas have grown at different rates over time. 
While some subjects have benefitted from the 2016-2019 increase, others have grown much more 
slowly.  
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Figure 1 Collection Growth by Subject Priority and Format 

  

The Studio Arts collection has grown more than 1300% since the year 2000 and 66.51% since the year 
2010. This rate is higher for secondary subjects that have grown 1467% since the year 2000 and 78.27% 
since the year 2010, but both primary and tertiary subjects grew at a very similar rate to the overall 
collection. 

Subjects with the most growth (at least 25% per year) 

• NX280-399: Arts in General, Study & Teaching (46% yearly average growth since 2000) 
• TT205-207: Metalworking (44%) 
• NC390-915: Graphic Arts and Design, Study & Teaching (40%) 
• NK3600-3640: Alphabets, Calligraphy, Initials (36%) 
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• TR845-899: Cinematography, Motion Pictures (25%) 
 

Subjects with the least growth (<10% per year or <250% growth from 2000) 
• NB1203-1270: Sculpture in Special Materials (8.7%, 183%) 
• NE2250-2570: Lithography (9.8%, 206%) 
• NE1-9999: Printmaking & Engraving, NOC (9.9%, 208%) 
• ND1288-1460: Special Subjects of Painting (10.2%, 215%) 
• TR510-545: Color Photography (10.3%, 217%) 
• NK4997-5024: Design, Enamel (10.7%, 225%) 
• TT697-927: Arts & Crafts, Home Sewing (11.8%, 248%) 

 

COLLECTION MATERIALS BY FORMAT AND ACCESS 

MONOGRAPHS 

The Studio Arts collection is more heavily based on monographs than most collections, with nearly 83% 
of titles in the collection, compared with a median of 61% of all collections.  While it is slightly younger 
than the average age of collections, it is still heavily print-based, with less than 10% of monographs 
online.   

BALANCE OF PRINT AND ONLINE BOOKS 

As noted earlier, the Studio Arts collection is more heavily print-based than most other collections, and 
this is particularly true for the monographs.  Feedback from library patrons has been that their 
variations of projection and monitor quality make it difficult to render color and granularity of images in 
online books.  Given this clear preference, this collection is at the lowest ranking of percentage of books 
online of all collections (9% vs. 18% median among Arts collections).  Subjects with the greatest 
percentages of online books are those that are more textual based, including Digital Photography 
(TR267) [30%], Cinematography (PN1995.8-1995.9) [20%], Arts in General (NX, not otherwise classed) 
[16%], Alphabets and Lettering (NK3600-3640) [49%] and Metals manufacture (TT205-267) [18%].   

AGE OF MONOGRAPHS COLLECTION 

The age of the collection varies by the subject areas covered.  For evaluation purposes, the library 
considers titles published before 2000 as ‘older’ and those published in 2000 or after ‘recent.’ The 
Studio Arts collection was, on the whole, slightly more recent than the overall collection of titles, with 
35% published since 2000 compared with 33% of all titles. For primary subjects, this percentage 
increases to 37%.  Some subject categories were unsurprisingly more recent, notably Digital 
Photography (TR267), Computer Art and Digital Art (N7433.8), and 21st Century Art (N6495-6498) 
where nearly all titles were published since the year 2000. Other subjects with the greatest proportion 
of recent titles include Art as a Profession (N8350-8356), Cinematography (TR845-899), Artistic 
Photography (TR640-688), and Commercial Art/Advertising as Art (NC997-1003). 
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Primary subject areas with 10% or less of titles having been published since 2000 include Color 
Photography (TR510-545); Metal Engraving (NE1400-1879); Print Media, Printmaking, Engraving (NE1-
9999, not otherwise classed); Printing of Engravings (NE2800-2890); Stencil Work (NK8650-8669); 
Stonework, Marblework (NK8700-8713); and Transparencies (TR504-508). 

Whole Collection # Titles % % All Titles 
Total Titles* 55,570 99.8%*  

2010-2021   6,585 11.9% 13.2% 
2000-2009 13,973 25.1% 21.2% 
1990-1999 11,081 19.9% 18.9% 

Pre-1990 23,924 43.1% 46.8% 
Table 2 Number of titles (all formats) in the Studio Arts Collection by year of publication 

Primary Subjects # Titles % 
Total Titles* 23,368 98.5%* 

2010-2021   2,594 11.0% 
2000-2009   5,857 24.8% 
1990-1999   4,562 19.3% 

Pre-1990 10,625 44.9% 
Table 3 Number of titles (all formats) in the Primary subjects of the Studio Arts Collection by year of publication 

*Of titles that could be categorized by date of publication. 

 

JOURNALS 

Journals represent 3.7% of all titles in the Studio Arts collection, which is below the median of arts-
based collections (5.7%).  Of the 2,463 journal titles, 52% are online, the distribution of which is similarly 
lower than other collections (67% median).  Journals with subjects that leaned more towards textual 
information such as Engineering - Handicrafts, Arts & Crafts; Engineering - Manufactures; and Arts in 
General were also more online (>70% online). This in contrast to journals that are more visual and 
pictorial in nature such as those under the subject areas Print Media, Printmaking, Engraving; Graphic 
Arts, Drawing, Design; and Painting, subject categories with fewer than 30% of their titles online. This is 
in-line with the distribution of print-versus-online books.   

While most journals are currently accessible online (as “ejournals”), access to these titles varies from the 
widely-accessible (via Open Access (OA)) to the more restrictive embargo (accessible after a certain time 
period, ranging from 1 to 18 months). It is slightly less embargoed than the general collection, with 3.5% 
of titles having some sort of embargo versus 4.4% of all titles. The subject category with the highest 
embargo rate was Philosophy & Religion - Aesthetics, but this was a Tertiary subject.  The Studio Arts 
collection, however, had open access titles at a greater rate than the general collection (33% vs. 22% of 
all titles). All subject categories with five or more titles included at least one OA journal. 

AUDIOVISUAL 
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The Studio Arts collection includes 8,595 audiovisual titles, which represents about 12.75% of the 
collection.  Compared with other collections, this is at high end of relative holdings of audiovisual titles.  
The bulk of these titles (7,364 or 86%) are included in the Secondary subjects, classed as motion pictures 
or television broadcasts, which support the cinematography courses.  Primary subjects with the greatest 
representation of audiovisual titles include photography, visual arts in general, and decorative arts.   

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 
Selected important electronic resources provided by the UNT libraries include: 

Resource name Description 
Art & Architecture Source 
(EBSCOHost) 

Art Source covers a broad range of related subjects, from fine, 
decorative and commercial art, to various areas of architecture and 
architectural design. Providing full-text journal articles, indexing and 
abstracts for various journals, full-text books, and a collection of 
images, and more. International in scope, Art Source includes 
periodicals published in French, Italian, German, Spanish and Dutch. It 
is designed for use by a diverse audience, including art scholars, 
artists, designers, students and general researchers. 

Art, Design & Architecture 
Collection (ProQuest) 

A comprehensive survey of current publications in the fields of visual 
and applied arts. This collection includes the specialist indexes 
ARTbibliographies Modern (covering modern and contemporary art), 
Design and Applied Arts Index (for all aspects of design and crafts) 
and the International Bibliography of Art (covering scholarship on 
Western art history), together with a complementary collection of 
current full-text journals, Arts and Humanities Full Text. 

ARTStor ARTstor has over 1 million high resolution images of works from 
museums around the world, including art and architecture from 
Neolithic to Postmodern times. Collections include: European 
paintings, sculpture and decorative arts prints, graphic design, 
photography, drawings, Asian art, illuminated manuscripts, cave 
temple works, Egyptian art, Cuban art, Korean and Buddhist 
monastery and Islamic art and architecture, Medieval and 
Renaissance art, and prints from the Illustrated Bartsch. Also offers 
the ability to search for art works by geographic area and then by 
date. Faculty and students must create an ARTstor account to 
downloaded images. Use of Artstor images for commercial purposes 
or on the web in a non-password protected environment is 
prohibited. Dates of Coverage: 9,500 BCE to present 

Design Library Bloomsbury Design Library provides cutting-edge scholarly coverage 
of design and crafts worldwide, from 1500 BCE to the present day. It 
offers an expanding range of authoritative reference and book 
content, alongside a rich selection of museum object images, which 
are fully searchable and underpinned by an intuitive taxonomy for 
seamless navigation. The ideal research and learning tool for design 
and visual arts, it will support both students and academics by 
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allowing them to explore the history and context of influential design 
schools, people, periods, places, and disciplines 

Grove Art Grove Art Online Grove Art Online is the first place to search for an 
in-depth encyclopedia article on any aspect of art including art 
history, archaeology, architecture, art movements, art mediums, 
artist biographies, art theory and criticism, etc. Constantly updated 
with the latest entries about the contemporary art world and 
contains extensive image links and bibliographic information. 
Contains the entire text of The Dictionary of Art (1996, 34 vols.). 
Dates of Coverage: 1996 - present 

 
For lists of and links to all UNT electronic resources included in the Studio Arts, notably databases, 
ebook collections, and ejournal platforms, see https://guides.library.unt.edu/az.php?s=18129 .  
 

USE OF THE STUDIO ARTS COLLECTION 

MONOGRAPHS--PRINT 

Circulation of print books for the Studio Arts collection has been strong over the last eight years, and the 
long-term trends have been noted by much smaller decreases in circulation than for all titles in in both 
2019 and 2020. Checkouts of print book titles in the Studio Arts collection have stayed at roughly 2.8% 
of the total checkouts since 2012, although that proportion has risen as high as 3.16% and as low as 
2.55% in that timespan. Overall, there is broad interest in topics relating to general visual arts, diverse 
films, and television broadcasting programs. The subject in the Studio Art collection with the most titles 
is also by far the most-checked-out subject in the collection: Visual Arts in General (NX), although 
several other subjects have had outsized usage relative to their number of titles over the last several 
years: Metalworking and Arts in General in 2019, Home Sewing, Embroidery, Decorative Crafts and 
Techniques, Compositions, Styles in 2020, and Commercial Art, Advertising Art so far in 2021. 

MONOGRAPHS--EBOOKS 

Overall usage for all ebook collections at UNT Libraries has increased substantially in recent years. Usage 
of art media ebooks has been broad and deep, increasing faster than the ebook usage across all 
collections, but that strong ebook usage is very heavily concentrated in a few subjects. The ebook usage 
of the subjects in the Studio Arts collection is primarily focused on the Visual Arts in General and Graphic 
Arts, Drawing, Design subjects; these two led all of the primary subjects in uses per title by a wide 
margin and led almost all of the primary subjects in percentage of titles used, indicating both broad-
based and altogether greater interest from the Studio Arts collection's user base. 

The primary subjects that also had significant ebook interest were the subjects that are in the 
Engineering & Technology category: Handicraft, Arts & Crafts and Manufactures; these two both had 
greater than 20% of their ebooks used and more than one ebook use per title. 

https://guides.library.unt.edu/az.php?s=18129


11 

 

EJOURNALS 

Overall usage for all ejournal collections at UNT Libraries has increased slightly in recent years. Usage of 
ejournals in the Studio Arts has increased over the last five years, although not as strongly as ejournal 
usage across all collections. The Studio Arts collection ranks in the bottom half of all collections for total 
number of titles, ejournal requests, and requests per title, which indicate that while the collection's 
ejournals holdings are smaller than most collections, there is commensurately low interest in ejournals 
from this collection. 

DATABASES 

The selected databases for the Studio Arts collection are Art & Architecture Source (EBSCO); Art, Design 
& Architecture Collection (ProQuest); ARTstor (JSTOR); GroveArt (Oxford); and Bloomsbury Design 
Library, the last of which included data only from 2021.  As with most subjects, the usage of the 
literature indexes has been declining steadily, with literature research being conducted using the 
Summon "Find Articles" Discovery system or Google Scholar.  Usage of the image library, ARTstor, has 
been declining, as well, while usage of GroveArt, a text-based reference resource, remains modest but 
steady. 

ILL REQUESTS: AN INDICATOR OF PATRON NEEDS 

Interlibrary loan borrowing requests, through which the library borrows materials for our patrons from 
other libraries, is another means of providing access. Ideally, we would see moderate (neither 
particularly high nor very low) utilization of ILL on the subject under evaluation compared to usage of 
the UNT Libraries' locally-accessible collections.  ILL requests can also indicate subjects with developing 
interest which the library could enhance its own local collections to provide faster and wider access. 

The number of all overall ILL requests across all subjects has been declining in recent years. It should be 
noted here that during the COVID pandemic, many library collections closed their stacks and suspended 
interlibrary loan lending.  This has resulted in steep decline in ILL lending from March, 2020 through 
May, 2021.   

ILL requests for materials in the Studio Arts had been fluctuating but were quite strong until 2020, 
ranking in the top quartile of requests by collection for both books and journal articles.  Because the 
requests had been primarily for books (65-70% of requests), however, the impact of the COVID closures 
nationwide was a significant reduction in the number of requests on this subject, pushing the collection 
below the median.  It is not clear if requests on this subject will return to pre-COVID levels.   

The most active requestors of titles relating to the Studio Arts collection are from the Department of 
Visual Arts. The faculty of the Department of Visual Arts had a strong inclination in their ILL requesting 
toward theoretical topics pertaining to topics like art criticism, aesthetics, and culture, while the 
undergraduate and graduate ILL requestors in that department were more interested in applied artistic 
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topics like ceramics and photography, although both of these groups had a very broad range of interests 
that were reflected in their ILL requests.  

 

COMPARING OUR COLLECTION TO STANDARDS OF QUALITY 

BOOKS 

We compared the list of titles in Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles (OAT) with our holdings in the 
WorldShare Collection Evaluation System.  The Studio Arts collection holds 71% of all relevant OAT titles. 
This was significantly more than that for all titles (57.35%).  By the publication year, the Studio Arts 
collection had a higher held rate than all titles for every decade except for the most recent (2010-2021), 
which was only 26% compared with 34% of all OAT published in the same time period. 

Of the Primary subjects, six of the 11 subject categories held at least 70% of OAT titles, while three held 
50% or less, specifically Architecture (1 of 2 titles held), Engineering & Technology - Handicrafts, Arts & 
Crafts (Home Sewing, Embroidery, Decorative Crafts) (1 of 3 titles held), and Engineering - Manufactures 
(Metal Manufactures - Metalworking) (0 of 5 titles held). 

JOURNALS 

For evaluations of most subject-based collections, we compare our journal holdings with titles included 
in the Journal Citation Reports (JCR), which lists titles indexed in the Science Citation Index and the Social 
Sciences Citation Index. Because the journals most relevant to the Studio Arts collection would not be 
included in the JCR, we did not assess this overlap. 
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STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES   

Our analysis shows that current holdings for the Studio Arts Collection appear to meet need. We 
expect to be able to meet current and future needs by maintaining current collection development 
activities and by enhancing some key targeted areas within the discipline.  

STRENGTHS 

Of the primary subjects associated with the Studio Arts, the UNT Libraries’ holdings are particularly 
strong in: 

• Commercial Art, Advertising Art 
• Painting, Techniques and Materials 
• Decoration, Ornamentation, Design 
• Photography 
• Visual Arts in General 

See the list of subjects prioritized for enhancement for Studio Arts in Appendix B: Specific Areas of 
Enhancement in the Studio Arts. 

The UNT Libraries’ holdings appear to be adequate or strong in the methods of the print media that are 
a primary focus of the Studio Arts programs, notably painting, photography, and drawing.   

 

WEAKNESSES 

Primary subjects relevant to the Studio Arts which appear to need enhancement include: 
• Art studio materials (N8510-8533) 
• Economics of art and art dealers (N8600-8675) 
• Art as a profession (N8350-8356) 
• Study and teaching of art (in general and for specific media) 
• Sculpture (NB) 
• Illustration and posters (NC960-965; NC1800-1850) 
• Etching (NE1940-2232.5) 
• Photography: Cameras (TR250-265) 
• Metalworking (TT205-267) 

 

See the list of subjects prioritized for enhancement for Studio Arts in Appendix B: Specific Areas of 
Enhancement in the Studio Arts. 

The UNT Libraries’ holdings appear to need enhancement for the more three-dimensional art media, 
notably sculpture, metalwork, and glass.  Also needing enhancement are subjects related to being a 
professional artist, notably economics of art and art as a profession.  Finally, although some subjects are 
covered well overall, there are specific topics that could use enhancement, notably regarding cameras in 
photography and illustration and poster printing in graphic arts. 
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TITLES REQUESTED THROUGH INTERLIBRARY LOAN (ILL) 

Heavily-requested journal titles  
Most of the recent requests for journals in the Studio Arts collection are related to arts in general, 
decorative arts, and photography.  Key journals for enhancement of this collection: 

• Angelaki: Journal of Theoretical Humanities 
• RACAR: Revue d’art Canadienne/Canadian Art Review 
• Genders 
• ARTNews 

 

Heavily-requested book titles  
• Geschichte der Buchkunst: vom Pergament zum E-book: Eine EinFuhrung 
• Atelier und Dichterzimmer in neuen Medienwelten 
• Nancy Holt: Signatures 
• The graphic image: German expressionist prints 
• Carnal knowledge: Towards a ‘new materialism’ in the arts 

 

REQUESTS 

The subject librarian, Rebecca Barham, expressed a request for videos on metal-working, specifically 
from Tim McCreight (https://metalwerx.com/instructors/tim-mccreight ).   

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Assuming budget levels remain as predicted, the Libraries’ Collection Assessment department will 
collaborate with Rebecca Barham and with Studio Arts faculty to enhance the Studio Arts as described 
within the next year. 

SPECIFIC ACTION ITEMS 

Investigate adding the following item types to the collection: 

• Recent OAT titles to which we currently do not provide access 
• Highly-requested journal titles and books to which we currently do not provide access, including 

those requested through ILL 
• Enhance the areas listed below in Appendix B: Specific Areas of Enhancement in the Studio Arts. 
• Investigate journal needs of faculty and students. 
• Investigate potential audiovisual resources on techniques and artists in specific art media. 

We will also attempt to solicit more suggestions and input from the Studio Arts faculty and students. 
  

https://metalwerx.com/instructors/tim-mccreight
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APPENDIX A: SUBJECT COVERAGE OF THE STUDIO ARTS COLLECTION 

The call number ranges for the Studio Arts collection were reviewed after data was gathered regarding 
curriculum and faculty research subjects.  The ranges were then categorized into three levels of 
emphasis: 

 
1. Primary: As indicated by major programs, large number of courses taught, or prominence of 

research. 
2. Secondary: Minimal number of courses taught or moderate amount of research published 
3. Tertiary: Tangential to major programs, but with no specific courses taught by the 

department.  Minimal number of researchers interested in this area. 

 

Subject Class Range Priority 
Visual Arts: Periodicals. Societies. Dictionaries. 
Biography N1-59 Primary 
Visual Arts in General N1-9999 Primary 
Visual Arts: Theory, Philosophy, Aesthetics N61-72 Primary 
Visual Arts. General Works N7420-7428 Primary 
Visual Arts: Techniques, Compositions, Styles N7429.7-7433.7999 Primary 
Computer Art. Digital Art N7433.8 Primary 
Visual Arts: Study & Teaching. Research N81-390 Primary 
Art as a Profession N8350-8356 Primary 
Art Studios, Materials, etc. N8510-8553 Primary 
Conservation & Restoration N8554-8585 Primary 
Economics of Art & Art Dealers N8600-8675 Primary 
Art & the State, Public Art N8700-9165 Primary 
Architectural Details, Motives, Decorations NA3310-4050 Primary 
Sculpture: Study & Teaching, Technique NB1120-1195 Primary 
Sculpture in Special Materials NB1203-1270 Primary 
Sculpture NB1-9999 Primary 
Caricature, Pictorial Humor & Satire NC1300-1766 Primary 
Posters NC1800-1850 Primary 
Graphic Arts, Drawing, Design NC1-9999 Primary 
Graphic Arts: Study, Technique, Materials NC390-915 Primary 
Illustration, Book Illustration NC960-996 Primary 
Commercial Art, Advertising Art NC997-1003 Primary 
Painting: Study & Teaching ND1115-1120 Primary 
Special Subjects of Painting ND1288-1460 Primary 
Painting: Technique & Materials ND1470-1625 Primary 
Watercolor Painting ND1700-2495 Primary 
Painting ND1-9999 Primary 
Mural Painting. Panoramas. Scene Painting ND2550-2888 Primary 
Wood Engraving, Woodcuts NE1000-1352 Primary 
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Metal Engraving NE1400-1879 Primary 
Printmaking & Engraving NE1-978 Primary 
Print Media, Printmaking, Engraving NE1-9999 Primary 
Decoration & Ornament, Design NK1160-1590 Primary 
Decorative Arts, Applied Arts NK1-9999 Primary 
Alphabets. Calligraphy. Initials NK3600-3640 Primary 
Ceramics NK3700-4695 Primary 
Enamel NK4997-5024 Primary 
Glass  NK5100-5440 Primary 
Decorative Arts: History & General Works NK600-1133 Primary 
Metalwork NK6400-8459 Primary 
Stencil Work NK8650-8669 Primary 
Stonework. Marblework NK8700-8713 Primary 
Textiles NK8800-9505 Primary 
Arts in General: Periodicals. Societies. Dictionaries. 
Biography NX1-165 Primary 
Arts in General NX1-9999 Primary 
Arts in General: Study & Teaching, General NX280-399 Primary 
Schools of Fine & Applied Arts NX400-410 Primary 
Photography, General - includes History & Science TR1-249 Primary 
Photography TR1-9999 Primary 
Cameras TR250-265 Primary 
Digital Photography TR267 Primary 
Photographic Processing, Dark Room Techniques TR287-500 Primary 
Color Photography TR510-545 Primary 
Studio & Laboratory, inc. High-Speed Photography TR550-581 Primary 
Lighting, inc. Photo-Optical Instrumentation Tech TR590-620 Primary 
Applied Photography TR624 Primary 
Artistic Photography TR640-688 Primary 
Cinematography, Motion Pictures TR845-899 Primary 
Metal Manufactures - Metalworking TS200-770 Primary 
Metalworking TT205-267 Primary 
Home Sewing, Embroidery, Decorative Crafts TT697-927 Primary 
Museology, Museum Methods, Techniques, etc. AM111-160 Secondary 
Catalogs of Photographs & Picture Collections N4000-4042 Secondary 
Exhibitions N4390-5098 Secondary 
Visual Arts: History N5300-6498 Secondary 
Art. Geographic Regions. N6513-6537 Secondary 
Special races and groups of artists N6538 Secondary 
Visual Arts: Europe N6755-6757 Secondary 
Written works about art. Art Criticism. N7442-7485 Secondary 
Sculpture: History NB130-1114 Secondary 
Museums and Collections of Drawings NC20-33 Secondary 
History of Drawing NC50-376 Secondary 
Painting: Geographic Regions ND205-1108 Secondary 
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Painting: History ND135-196 Secondary 
Arts & Crafts Movement NK1135-1149 Secondary 
Competitions. Festivals NX411-430 Secondary 
Television Broadcasting - Scripts, Programs PN1992.77 Secondary 
Types of Films. Special Topics PN1995.8-1995.9 Secondary 
Handicrafts, Arts & Crafts TT1-9999 Secondary 
Aesthetics BH1-9999 Tertiary 
Visual Arts: Special Museums, Galleries - Geographic 
Regions N510-3990 Tertiary 
Visual Arts: Private Collections and Collectors N5198-5299 Tertiary 
Visual Arts: Other Geographic Regions N6502-7413 Tertiary 
Jewish art N7414.75-7418 Tertiary 
Special Subjects of Art, including Early Christian N7560-8266 Tertiary 
Conservation & Restoration of Drawings NC930 Tertiary 
Examination and Conservation of Paintings ND1630-1662 Tertiary 
Illumination of Books & Manuscripts ND2889-3416 Tertiary 
Interior Decoration. House Decoration NK1700-2195 Tertiary 
Arts in General: History NX448-460 Tertiary 
Arts in General: Geographic Regions NX503-589 Tertiary 
Special Movements NX600 Tertiary 
Special Subjects NX650 Tertiary 
Religious Arts NX653.5-694 Tertiary 
Patronage of the Arts NX700-750 Tertiary 
Special Art Centers NX798-820 Tertiary 
Literary Criticism PN80-99 Tertiary 
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APPENDIX B: SPECIFIC AREAS OF ENHANCEMENT IN THE STUDIO ARTS 

The holdings of most subjects have measures that demonstrate both strengths and weaknesses.  
Therefore, we have prioritized the Primary subjects for enhancement based on the combination of 
metrics in this order: 

• Older age 
• Low usage 
• High ILL 
• Small size 

BOOKS 

• Greatest Need: 
o Visual Arts in General:  

 Art studio, Materials, etc. (N8510-8533) 
 Economics of Art & Art Dealers (N8600-8675) 
 Computer art, Digital art (N7433.8) 
 Art as a Profession (N8350-8356) 

o Sculpture (NB) 
o Painting:  

 Study & teaching (ND1115-1120) 
 Mural painting (ND2550-2888) 

o Arts in General 
 Study & teaching (NX0280-399) 
 Schools of Fine & Applied Arts (NX0400-410) 

o Decorative Arts, Applied Arts 
 Special Articles of Glass (NK5440) 
 Stonework, Marblework (NK8700-8713) 

o Photography: Cameras (TR0250-265) 
o Graphic Arts, Drawing, Design:  

 Illustration (NC960-996) 
 Posters (NC1800-1850) 

• Moderate Need: 
o Painting: 

 Southwestern & Central Asia (ND965-999) 
 South Asia (ND1000-1010) 
 Selected regions  

• Europe: 
o Austria 
o Germany 

• Asia 
• Africa 

 Most eras, excluding 20th Century 
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o Handicrafts, Arts & Crafts: Arts & Crafts, General (TT1-160) 
o Arts and Visual Arts in General (N and NX) 

• Selected regions and eras, most notably: 
 21st Century (NX460) 
 Romanesque (N6280) 
 Mexico, Central American (NX514-529) 
 19th Century Germany (N6867) 

o Philosophy: Aesthetics (BH) 
 

JOURNALS 

There was a greater than expected rate of interlibrary loan requests for journal articles on subjects in 
this collection.  Combined with much lower rates of usage of the journals the UNT Libraries provides, 
this indicates a potential mismatch of user needs.  We recommend further research into the journal 
needs of faculty and students. 

• Greatest Need: 
o Decorative Arts, Applied Arts (NK) 

 History & General Works (NK600-1133) 
 Ceramics (NK3700-4695) 

o Graphic Arts, Drawing, Design (NC) 
 Study, Technique, Material (NC390-915) 
 Illustration, Book Illustration (NC960-996) 
 Commercial Art, Advertising Art (NC997-1003) 

o Photography (TR) 
 Photography, General (TR1-249) 
 Lighting, Photo-optical instrumentation (TR590-620) 

o Print Media, Printmaking, Engraving (NE) 
 Printmaking, Engraving (NE1-978) 

o Visual Arts in General (N) 
 Techniques, Composition, Style (N7429.7-7433.7999) 
 Art as a Profession (N8350-8356) 
 Economics of Art, Art Dealers (N8600-8675) 

• Moderate Need: 
o Decorative Arts, Applied Art (NK) 

 Metalwork (NK6400-8459) 
o Photography 

 Artistic Photography (TR640-688) 
o Visual Arts in General (N) 

 Theory, Philosophy, Aesthetics (N61-72) 
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AUDIOVISUAL 

Because the interlibrary loan network in which the UNT Libraries participate does not allow for requests 
of audiovisual resources, it is harder to determine the unmet needs of this format.  Furthermore, the 
Collection Assessment Department has not yet developed the ability to analyze usage of streaming 
audiovisual resources by subject.  As limited as our research was, we did find that there were relatively 
few audiovisual titles on techniques and “master classes” on the specific art media, while the subject 
librarian indicated patron interest in such works, particularly on metalworking.   
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