
 

 

MEMO 
To:  Dean Diane Bruxvoort, Sian Brannon, Jennifer Rowe 

From:  Karen R. Harker, Head of Collection Assessment Department  

CC:  ABCD Firm Order Group  

Subject:   Criminology Collection Evaluation Report 

Date: November 15, 2021 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The UNT Libraries Collection Assessment department reviewed the Criminology collection in September, 
2021 to identify areas for improvement. The brief report below summarizes our findings and 
recommendations. This report may be shared with faculty or other UNT stakeholders as appropriate. 

Our analysis shows that at the time of this report, the UNT Libraries’ Criminology collection appears to 
meet user needs for the relevant academic programs.   

The collection appears strong for selected subjects, notably police administration, crimes and offenses, 
and crimes against the person.  The number of online books and the usage of all resources appear to be 
as expected for the collection size.  Some subjects were found to be older or smaller, but the usage and 
the number of interlibrary loan requests suggest the interest is limited.  Interest in these subjects, 
including Prison Reform (HV8970-9024) and Adult Prisoner Rehabilitation (HV9261-9920), will be 
monitored for changes in the future.   

Other subjects were found to have both strong usage and high interlibrary loan requests, despite being 
larger and newer.  This indicates that interest is very high in these subjects, notably Crimes and Offenses 
(HV6250.92-6434), Crimes Against the Person (HV6493-6633), and Police Administration (HV7231-8280).  
Finally, there are subjects for which the collection coverage is older and smaller, and while usage is 
lower than expected, interlibrary loan requests were greater.  Special consideration to the acquisition of 
resources in these subjects, notably Juvenile Offenders, Juvenile Delinquents (HV9051-9260), Victims of 
Crime, Victimology (HV6250-6250.4), Communities, Classes, Races (HT1501-1595), and Police Career 
Preparation (HV8142-8143). 
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We expect to be able to meet current and future needs by maintaining current collection development 
activities and by enhancing some key targeted areas within the discipline. See Recommendations 
section, below.   

SCOPE 

This collection evaluation report seeks to convey information about the needs of patrons using the 
materials in this collection, regardless of their departmental affiliation. It is difficult to investigate the 
needs of this potentially diverse patron group. However, investigating the output and activities of the 
related department(s) provides an acceptable alternative source of information about the total user 
group. 

For this assessment, we examined the distribution of titles by format (e.g. print books, ebooks, journals, 
audiovisual, etc.), year of publication, and subject.  We also evaluated the usage of these resources, with 
particular attention paid to book circulation, ebook usage, and ejournal usage.  We compared holdings 
and usage to interlibrary loan requests, which indicate interest in titles and subject areas not directly 
accessible from the UNT Libraries.  To evaluate the quality of the resources the UNT Libraries provides, 
we compared our holdings against external lists, notably the Journal Citation Reports (JCR) and Choice’s 
Outstanding Academic Titles (OAT).  Finally, we analyzed these metrics holistically at the subject level to 
determine which topics were well covered and which would need enhancement. 

This evaluation covers Criminology collection. See descriptions of how we identify the Primary, 
Secondary, and Tertiary collections in Appendix A: Subject Coverage of the Criminology Collection. 

ACADEMIC PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS  

SUBJECTS COVERED BY THE CRIMINOLOGY COLLECTION 

While the UNT Libraries recognizes the growing interdisciplinarity of all academic programs, the 
Criminology collection primarily supports the academic programs most closely associated with the 
Bachelor of Science and Master of Science in criminology degrees offered by the Department of Criminal 
Justice in the College of Health and Professional Services.  This section describes the trends and current 
status of courses offered and enrollment, which provides a foundation for determining the resource 
needs of faculty and students. 

The focus of the degree programs is preparing students for careers in law enforcement, criminal justice, 
and criminal law.  Students and alumni have served as police officers and chiefs, federal special agents, 
supervisory staff at corrections facilities, probation and parole officers, and corporate security 
professionals.  The graduate degree is a professional program aimed at developing administrators, case 
workers, and researchers. 
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ENROLLMENT TRENDS 

The Department of Criminal Justice offers 30-35 undergraduate and 10-12 graduate courses per long 
semester.  The number of courses peaked in 2018 at 41 undergraduate and 13 graduate courses, and 
the fewest offered were in Fall 2020 at 25 and 9, respectively.  The department offers about half the 
number of courses during the summer sessions.  The department has been offering online courses for 
over five years, with 50-67% of the graduate courses and 40-60% of undergraduate courses for the long 
semesters online; furthermore, all of the summer session undergraduate courses are online. Overall, the 
courses offered by the department represent about 1% of all undergraduate and 2% of graduate 
courses; however, the internet courses represent over 2-5% of all online courses, although this share is 
diminishing as other departments offer more courses online. 

Course enrollment increased substantially from FY2016 through FY2018, but has been vacillating each 
year since.  Graduate enrollment has grown more steadily than undergraduate.  In Spring 2020, there 
were 5,312 students enrolled in undergraduate courses and 238 students enrolled in graduate courses.  
These courses represent about 2% of undergraduate and 1% of graduate enrollment.   

The Denton campus is still the location with the most students, both graduate and undergraduate 
(about 3,000 and 200, respectively).  Because of the increased number of online courses offered, as well 
as the courses offered at The New College, enrollment in undergraduate courses in Denton is declining.  
Conversely, enrollment in graduate courses in Denton is increasing, while the online graduate 
enrollment has been steady. 

COLLECTION GOALS 

Generally, given the nature of the scholarship happening in these areas of study, the UNT Libraries seeks 
to provide collections with the following characteristics: 

• Depth: Graduate, Professional 
• Permanence or Retention: Evaluate every 10 years 
• Needs and preferences:  

o Text, preferably online 
o Audiovisual, particularly documentaries, preferably streaming 
o Data 

• Geographical area:  
o National 
o Regional 
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METHOD 

Collection Assessment’s goal in preparing this report is to compare the collection with the needs of the 
patrons learning and researching in these fields. To get a better idea about the current needs of these 
patrons, we reviewed the programs and curriculum, and the library resources we consider to be 
supportive of these fields (e.g. included in the Criminology) and considered whether the collections 
adequately encompass the scope of the program. See Appendix A: Subject Coverage of the Criminology 
Collection.  Because the priority of this program is for professional development with limited research, 
the scope of the subjects covered in this collection is more limited than other more interdisciplinary 
programs.   

We then analyzed the Criminology collection and compared to the needs of the patrons. Collections 
data examined include book and ebook holdings; journal holdings; usage statistics on the above item 
types, as available; and interlibrary Loan (ILL) request data. 

RESULTS 

WHAT WE OFFER RESEARCHERS DIRECTLY: CRIMINOLOGY HOLDINGS 

Table 1 describes the quantity of various library holdings related to criminology.   The relatively small 
size of this collection reflects the relatively narrowness of the scope of subjects covered.  Of all titles in 
all collections, the Criminology collection represents 0.78%, which is near the median of 0.88% for all 
social sciences collections.   

 Quantity Percentage of total 
Total Titles* 38,379  
Monographs 33,187 86.5% of all titles 
     (Ebooks) 8,671      26.1% of monographs 
     (Print monographs) 24,516      73.9% of monographs 
Journals   2,792    7.3% of all titles 
     (Ejournals)  1,677        40% of journals 
    (Print journals) 1,115      60% of journals 
Audiovisual   2,084    5.4% of all titles 
Other formats as needed      316    0.8% of all titles 

Table 1 Holdings by Format 

COLLECTION GROWTH 

Overall, this collection has seen steady growth over time. The size of the secondary and tertiary subjects 
of the collection increased substantially in the years 2016-2019 due in large part to the use of demand-
driven acquisitions, allowing access to a very large set of ebooks. However, subject areas have grown at 
different rates over time. While some subjects have benefitted from the 2016-2019 increase, others 
have grown much more slowly.  
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The works in the broad subject categories of criminology and social work applications of drug abuse 
have grown steadily and substantially in the last ten years, doubling in number of titles to over 11,000 
and over 9100 titles, respectively.  There has been a purposeful enhancement of works on social science 
research methods, doubling the size of that subject in just five years.  The size of the secondary and 
tertiary subjects of the collection increased substantially in 2014 due in large part to addition of 
materials related to law acquired originally for the support of the UNT School of Law, which is now its 
own institution. 

 
Figure 1 Collection Growth by Subject Priority and Format 

  

COLLECTION MATERIALS BY FORMAT AND ACCESS 

MONOGRAPHS 

Like most subject-based collections, the vast majority of holdings of the Criminology collection are 
monographs (83%).  This collection is near the median of all social sciences collections for percentage of 
books online and print.  This collection is slightly younger than the overall collection, with substantially 
greater proportion of titles that are recent. 
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BALANCE OF PRINT AND ONLINE BOOKS 

About 23% of all books in the Criminology collection are online, which is in line with the distribution for 
all books in the UNT Libraries.  Compared with other collections, the Criminology collection is just below 
the median among the social sciences collections.  Of the Primary subjects, 25% of the titles are online.  
Forensic medicine (RA1001-1171) had the greatest percentage of titles online, as well as Crimes and 
Offenses (HV6250.92-6434) and Prison Reform (HV8970-9024).  Subjects with the lowest representation 
of online books include Juvenile Offenders (HV9051-9260), Drug Abuse (within Social Work) (HV5800-
5840), and Criminal Classes (HV6201-6247).  

AGE OF MONOGRAPHS COLLECTION 

The age of the collection varies by the subject areas covered.  For evaluation purposes, the library 
considers titles published before 2000 as ‘older’ and those published in 2000 or after ‘recent.’ With the 
exception of research on the historical treatments of selected subjects, the curricular and research 
interests in the field of criminology rest more heavily on recent over historical works.   

Just under 33% of all titles provided by UNT Libraries were published in or after the year 2000. The 
Criminology collection has a greater representation of these recent titles.  Nearly 45% of all titles in the 
Criminology collection were published since 2000, with 47.19% of primary subject titles, 44.88% of 
secondary subjects, and 30.0% of tertiary subjects being recent. Compared to other collections in the 
same category (Social Sciences), the percentage of titles that are recent (45%) Criminology collection is 
in the highest quartile. 

The most recent subject areas were core subjects with the subjects having 60% or more of their titles 
having been published since 2000 being Crimes and Offenses (HV6250.92-6434) and Criminology, 
Criminal Justice. However, there were some subject areas that were much less recent with the following 
subjects having 25% or fewer of their titles having been published since 2000: US Federal Law - Juvenile 
Criminal Law & Procedure (KF9771-9827); Crimes and Criminal Classes (HV6773.93-7220); Criminal 
Classes (HV6201-6247); Prison Reform (HV8970-9024). 

 # Titles Percentage 
Total Titles* 32,939 86% of all titles 
     2010 – 2021 5,529 16.8% 
     2000 – 2009  9,194 27.9% 
    1990 – 1999 6,512 19.8% 
    Pre-1990 11,704 35.5% 

Table 2 Number of titles (all formats) in the Criminology Collection by year of publication 
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 # Titles Percentage 
Total Titles in Primary Subjects* 18,752 85% of all titles 
     2010 – 2021  3,303 17.6% 
     2000 – 2009 6,005 32.0% 
     1990 – 1999  3,699 19.7% 
     Pre-2000 5,745 30.6% 

Table 3 Number of titles (all formats) in the Primary subjects of the Criminology Collection by year of publication 

*Of titles that could be categorized by date of publication. 

 

JOURNALS 

The Criminology collection contains 2,792 journal titles. Of these 1,677 (60%) are online and 1,115 (40%) 
are in print.  This collection is at the median of number of titles by collection and below the median of 
percent of online journals. 

There were 1,278 titles (55% online) associated with the Primary subjects (45% of titles in collection). 
Most of these titles are in the broad Criminology/Criminal Justice subject category with 981 titles (56% 
online).  Primary subjects with moderately-sized journal collections include United States Federal 
Criminal Law and Procedure subjects (114 titles, 58% online) and Drug Abuse (Social Welfare) (175 titles, 
43% online). The smallest Primary subject category was Forensic Medicine with only 7 titles (86% 
online). Other subjects with a substantial number of journals include Federal Law (512 titles), Law, 
General (407 titles), and Substance Abuse (Psychiatry) (175 titles).  

While most journals are currently accessible online (as “ejournals”), access to these titles varies from the 
widely-accessible (via Open Access (OA)) to the more restrictive embargo (accessible after a certain time 
period, ranging from 1 to 18 months).  The Criminology collection of journals was significantly less 
embargoed than the general collection with 1.8% and 4.4% of titles being embargoed, respectively. This 
collection was comprised of OA journals at a slightly higher rate than the general collection. For the 
general collection, 22.3% of journals were OA, and for the Criminology collection, 23.8% of journals 
were OA. Most subjects had at least one OA title, and, for several subjects, 50% or more of the journals 
were available OA.  This indicates that the online journals that support criminology are somewhat more 
accessible than expected. 

AUDIOVISUAL 

Jen Rowe, the Liaison Librarian, described a growing interest from the teaching faculty in audiovisual 
resources, notably documentaries.  At this time, we do not collect usage data of audiovisual resources at 
the title level.  Furthermore, audiovisual titles cannot be requested through interlibrary loan.  Our 
analysis, therefore, is limited to holdings.   

There are 2,403 audiovisual titles in the collection, about 5.43% of the titles.  This is in the top quartile of 
all collections.  Of titles in the collection published since 2000, over 8% are audiovisual.  The bulk of 
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these titles are on the subject of police administration (HV7231-8280), with 36% of titles in primary 
subjects.  Other subjects with large number of titles include Crimes Against the Person (HV6493-6633) 
and Crimes and Offenses (HV6250.92-6434).  Additional research is needed in order to determine if the 
UNT Libraries’ media collection is meeting the curricular needs.   

ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 
Selected important electronic resources provided by the UNT libraries include: 

Resource name Description 
Criminal Justice Abstracts 
(EBSCOHost) 

Criminal Justice Abstracts via EBSCOhost covers crime trends, crime 
prevention and deterrence, juvenile delinquency, juvenile justice, 
police, courts, punishment and sentencing. Contains indexes and 
summaries of international journal articles, books, and governmental 
and non-governmental reports on a wide range of topics in criminal 
justice. Provides coverage of over 500 journals published in several 
different languages. Links to full-text. Dates of Coverage:1968 to 
present 

Criminal Justice Database 
(ProQuest) 

The Criminal Justice Database is a comprehensive database 
supporting research on crime, its causes and impacts, legal and social 
implications, as well as litigation and crime trends. Scholarly journals, 
correctional and law enforcement trade publications, crime reports, 
crime blogs, and more are available. Major subject coverage includes 
criminology, corrections administration, criminal law, criminal justice, 
law enforcement, addiction, family law, industrial security, and 
rehabilitation. 

International Security & 
Counter-Terrorism 
Reference Center 

International Security & Counter-Terrorism Reference Center 
(ISCTRC) provides an open source intelligence resource for analysts, 
risk management professionals, and students. ISCTRC combines deep 
background from scholarly writings with expert commentary from a 
variety of organizations, agencies and publishers and timely reviews 
of recent developments across the international political, military, 
economic, social and technical spectrum. Content includes nearly 
3,000 full-text items from a variety of sources, including reports from 
Stratfor Analysis, Stratfor Forecasts, and Stratfor Geopolitical Diary 
and over 10,500 images. 

Military & Government 
Collection (EBSCOHost) 

Military and Government Collection Provides full text, abstracts, 
indexes, journal articles, book reviews, and current news pertaining 
to all branches of the military. Dates of Coverage: varies by title. 

Oxford Bibliographies: 
Criminology collection 

Oxford Bibliographies Online: Criminology offers peer-reviewed 
annotated bibliographies on the study of crime as a social 
phenomenon. 

 
For lists of and links to all UNT electronic resources included in the Criminology, notably databases, 
ebook collections, and ejournal platforms, see https://guides.library.unt.edu/cjus .  

 

https://guides.library.unt.edu/cjus
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USE OF THE CRIMINOLOGY COLLECTION 

MONOGRAPHS--PRINT 

Overall circulation for all tangible monographic collections at UNT Libraries has declined in recent years, 
likely due to the shift of user needs toward online resources. Circulation of tangible materials in the 
Criminology collection have declined faster than overall circulation. The proportion of all checkouts of 
materials from this collection has decreased over the last five years from 0.57% to 0.36%, and overall 
circulation from 2012 through 2020 is 0.43%, which is below the median of 1.26% and in the lowest 
quartile.  It is also below the 0.78% of all titles in all collections, indicating that print usage is below 
expectations. 

The extent of usage of print books for the Criminology collection, however, has been broader than usage 
across all collections; 52% of the collection's print books were used over the analysis period, compared 
to just 41% of print books across all collections. Subjects with the strongest use of print titles include 
Crimes Against the Person; Criminal Justice Administration. Police; Drug Abuse; and Crimes and 
Offenses, although the Offenses Against Public Order subject had notably high checkouts relative to the 
number of titles in the subject. 

MONOGRAPHS--EBOOKS 

Overall usage for all ebook collections at UNT Libraries has increased substantially in recent years. Usage 
of criminology ebooks has increased. The Criminology collection was in the third quartile for total usage 
of ebooks, indicating strong interest from the collection's users. Overall trends for the collection indicate 
that the collection's ebook usage is growing faster than ebook usage across all collections, with the 
collection in the third quartile of percentage of ebooks used, and in the highest quartile for ebook uses 
per title used. The forecast for ebook usage in the Criminology collection is strong, as evidence by the 
collection's higher proportional ebook usage than other collections during the period in 2020 when print 
book availability was limited. 

EJOURNALS 

Overall usage for all ejournal collections at UNT Libraries has increased slightly in recent years. Usage of 
ejournals in the Criminology collection has increased.  Ejournal usage for the Criminology collection is 
strong and trends slightly stronger than usage across all collections over the last five years.  
Furthermore, the collection's ejournals appear to be well used. The Criminology collection ranks low in 
the second quartile for both ejournal holdings and total ejournal uses, but in the upper third quartile for 
requests per title, indicating that while the usage may appear weak compared to other collections, it 
actually scales well by the size of the collections ejournal holdings. 
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DATABASES 

Based on analysis of selected databases, usage of online resources in the Criminology collection has 
been stable.  Selected databases examined included Criminal Justice Abstracts (EBSCOHost), Criminal 
Justice Database (ProQuest), International Security & Counter-Terrorism Reference Center, Military & 
Government Collection (EBSCOHost), and Oxford Bibliographies: Criminology collection. Two databases, 
Criminal Justice Database and Military & Government Collection, had usage over the last three to four 
years that was substantially higher than the other three selected databases.  The resource on security 
and counter-terrorism is relatively new to the UNT Libraries’ collection, but usage has been relatively 
strong, competing with usage of the more traditional abstract literature databases.   

ILL REQUESTS: AN INDICATOR OF PATRON NEEDS 

Interlibrary loan borrowing requests, through which the library borrows materials for our patrons from 
other libraries, is another means of providing access. Ideally, we would see moderate (neither 
particularly high nor very low) utilization of ILL on the subject under evaluation compared to usage of 
the UNT Libraries' locally-accessible collections.  ILL requests can also indicate subjects with developing 
interest which the library could enhance its own local collections to provide faster and wider access. 

The number of all overall ILL requests across all subjects has been declining in recent years. ILL requests 
for materials in the Criminology collection have varied in the last five years.  Since FY2015 (excluding 
2020-2021), requests for materials that are relevant to criminology have been slightly greater for articles 
than for books, averaging 52% for articles, and 48% for books.   

The requesting of titles related to the Criminology collection via interlibrary loan has been varied from 
2017 to present but has generally followed the same usage trends in both overall activity and interest in 
articles versus loans as have been observed across all collections.  It should be noted that lending of 
physical materials was limited for parts of 2019 and 2020 due to Covid-19, so the recent decrease in ILL 
requests for criminology titles should be noted with caution. 

The proportion of requests on the subject of criminology was below the median of all collections, at 
around 0.6%.  This proportion is below the relative holdings (0.78%) but above the proportion of print 
book circulation (0.4%), and similar to ejournal usage (0.675%).  Based on this analysis, it appears that 
interlibrary loan requests are about as expected for this collection. 

Criminology titles are requested from a broad spectrum of the university, with 37 departments on 
campus making ILL requests of those titles since 2017, with 87% of these departments making multiple 
requests and three-quarters of these making requests in multiple years. As expected, the Criminal 
Justice department is the strongest user of ILL for titles on this subject, while the Education department 
was the strongest requestor of the remaining academic divisions. 

The Psychology, Crime & Law: PC & L journal was the most requested journal title, with strong interest 
over several years since 2017. 
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COMPARING OUR COLLECTION TO STANDARDS OF QUALITY 

BOOKS 

We compared the list of titles in Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles (OAT) with our holdings in the 
WorldShare Collection Evaluation System.  The Criminology collection included 360 titles in the OAT list, 
and the UNT Libraries held 62.5%.  This compares favorably with the general collection for which 57% of 
OAT titles are held. Even looking at OAT titles by decade, the percentage of Criminology OAT titles held 
outpaced the general collection for all given decades. Of the more-recently-published OAT titles (since 
2000), UNT holds 65% in criminology.   

Subjects related to prisons and police administration were strong, with 80% and 70% of OAT titles, 
respectively.  Subjects less strong include those regarding specific types of crimes (53%).   

JOURNALS 

We compared our journal holdings for subject-categories relevant to criminology with titles included in 
the Journal Citation Reports (JCR), which lists titles indexed in the Science Citation Index (SCI) and the 
Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI). The UNT Libraries provide access to 81% of all titles indexed in JCR.  
Of titles relevant to criminology, the Libraries provide access to 92% of all titles and 96% of the top 
quartile of titles in the JCR list. 

Subjects with high overall coverage include Social Work (98%), Law (97%), and Social Issues (95%).  
While the overall percentage of holdings of titles in the subjects of Legal Medicine and Substance Abuse 
(both SCI and SSCI) were low for the collection (85-87%), the UNT Libraries provides access to 100% of 
the top quartile titles in this category.  Subjects with lower rates of holdings include Ethics (89%), Legal 
Medicine (87%), Behavioral Sciences (84%).   

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES   

Our analysis shows that current holdings for the Criminology collection appear to meet the needs of 
faculty and students. We expect to be able to meet current and future needs by maintaining current 
collection development activities and by enhancing some key targeted areas within the discipline.  

STRENGTHS 

Of the primary subjects associated with the Criminology, the UNT Libraries’ holdings are particularly 
strong in: 

• Causes of Crime. Criminal Ethnography (HV6115-6197) 
• Crimes and Offenses (HV6250.92-6434) 
• Crimes Against the Person (HV6493-6633) 
• Criminal Justice Administration. Police (HV7231-8280) 
• Guards, Watchmen, Private Security Services (HV8290-8300) [excluding journals] 
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• Victims of Crimes, Victimology (HV6250-6250.4) [journals only] 

See the list of subjects prioritized for enhancement for Criminology in Appendix B: Specific Areas of 
Enhancement in the Criminology. 

The Collection Assessment Department staff met with Jen Rowe, the Liaison Librarian responsible for 
supporting the information needs of those affiliated with the College of Health and Public Services 
(CHPS), of which Criminal Justice is a department.  She provided a number of specific subjects about 
which she had received increasing interest from those in this department, including victimology, 
cybercrime and computer forensics, racial profiling by police, career preparation resources, and forensic 
medicine.  With the exception of victimology, these subjects are included within broader Conspectus 
subjects, and therefore are not usually analyzed separately.  We did examine specific metrics of these 
subjects, however, in order to gauge overall strength. 

The journal coverage on the subject of Victims of Crimes, Victimology (HV6250-6250.4) appears strong, 
while book coverage is more modest.  Interlibrary loan requests on this subject was as expected given 
the size of the collection.  Overall assessment of this subject is that it is adequately covered. 

The collection supporting computer forensics and cybercrime (HV8079.C65, HV6772-HV6773) was 
stronger than the overall subject category of criminology and criminal justice, with 248 book titles (57% 
ebooks).  Usage was strong, as well, with 93% of print and 27% of ebooks used at least once.  Few 
interlibrary loan requests have been made for works on this subject, and there have been none since 
2016. 

WEAKNESSES 

Primary subjects relevant to the Criminology which appear to need enhancement include: 
• Criminology, Criminal Justice:  

o General Works (HV6001-6030) 
o Victims of Crimes, Victimology (HV6250-6250.4) (books only) 
o Juvenile Offenders, Juvenile Delinquents (HV9051-9260) 

• Social Work, Social & Public Welfare: Drug Abuse (HV5800-5840) 
• Federal Law: Juvenile Criminal Law & Procedure (KF9771-9827) 
• Police career preparation (HV8142-8143) 

See the list of subjects prioritized for enhancement for Criminology in Appendix B: Specific Areas of 
Enhancement in the Criminology. 

The topic of career preparation in the field of criminal justice was mentioned by Jen Rowe, the Liaison 
Librarian, as one that may need enhancement.  There is not a single call number range dedicated to this 
topic, but we examined subjects that included these titles in HV8142 and HV8143.  This collection 
appeared weaker than others in nearly all metrics except interlibrary loan.  Compared to all titles in the 
Criminal Justice subject category (HV6000-9999), the titles were generally older (42% compared with 
51% of all titles in the category), and lower usage (34% vs. 54% of titles used).   
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TITLES REQUESTED THROUGH INTERLIBRARY LOAN (ILL) 

Heavily-requested journal titles  
Most of the recent requests for journals in the Criminology collection are related to Substance Abuse 
(RC563-568 and HV5800-5840), Criminal Justice Administration, Police (HV7231-8280), and 
Communities, Classes, Races (HT1501-1595).   Key journals for enhancement of this collection: 

• Psychology, Crime, and Law: PC & L (no access) 
• Race and Social Problems (database access with 1-year embargo) 
• Women & Criminal Justice (database access to 2015) 
• Journal of Developmental and Life-Course Criminology (database access with 1-year embargo) 

 

Heavily-requested book titles  
• Pressured into crime: An overview of the general strain theory 
• Women, crime and criminal justice: A global overview 
• Signs of crime: Introducing forensic semiotics 
• Pulled over: How police-stops define race and citizenship 
• Police in a multicultural society: An American story 
• Breaking rules: The social and situational dynamics of young people’s urban crime 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Assuming budget levels remain as predicted, the Libraries’ Collection Assessment department will 
collaborate with Jennifer Rowe and with Criminal Justice faculty to enhance the Criminology as 
described within the next year. 

SPECIFIC ACTION ITEMS 

Investigate adding the following item types to the collection: 

• Recent OAT titles to which we currently do not provide access 
• Highly-ranked JCR titles to which we currently do not provide access 
• Highly-requested journal titles and books to which we currently do not provide access, including 

those requested through ILL 
• Enhance the areas listed below in Appendix B: Specific Areas of Enhancement in the Criminology. 

 

We will also attempt to solicit more suggestions and input from the Criminal Justice faculty and 
students. 
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APPENDIX A: SUBJECT COVERAGE OF THE CRIMINOLOGY COLLECTION 

The call number ranges for the Criminology were reviewed after data was gathered regarding curriculum 
and faculty research subjects.  The ranges were then categorized into three levels of emphasis: 

 
1. Primary: As indicated by major programs, large number of courses taught, or prominence of 

research. 
2. Secondary: Minimal number of courses taught or moderate amount of research published 
3. Tertiary: Tangential to major programs, but with no specific courses taught by the 

department.  Minimal number of researchers interested in this area. 

 

Subject LC Class Range Priority 
Drug Abuse HV5800-5840 Primary 
Criminology, Criminal Justice HV6000-9999 Primary 
General Works HV6001-6030 Primary 
Criminal Anthropology HV6035-6079 Primary 
Criminal Psychology HV6080-6113 Primary 
Causes of Crime. Criminal Ethnography HV6115-6197 Primary 
Criminal Classes HV6201-6247 Primary 
Individual Criminals HV6248 Primary 
Crimes & Offenses HV6250.92-6434 Primary 
Victims of Crimes, Victimology HV6250-6250.4 Primary 
Offenses Against Public Order HV6435-6492 Primary 
Crimes Against the Person HV6493-6633 Primary 
Crimes Against Property HV6635-6700 Primary 
Crimes Against Public Morals HV6705-6738 Primary 
Crimes & Criminal Classes HV6773.92-7220 Primary 
Criminal Justice Administration. Police HV7231-8280 Primary 
Guards, Watchmen, Private Security Services HV8290-8300 Primary 
Prisons, Corrections HV8301-8964 Primary 
Prison Reform HV8970-9024 Primary 
Prison Violence HV9025-9050 Primary 
Juvenile Offenders, Juvenile Delinquents, Reform S HV9051-9260 Primary 
Adult Prisoners, Rehabilitation HV9261-9920 Primary 
Criminal Law KF9201-9461 Primary 
Criminal Procedure KF9601-9760 Primary 
Juvenile Criminal Law & Procedure KF9771-9827 Primary 
Forensic Medicine RA1001-1171 Primary 
Theory and Method of Social Science Statistics HA29-32 Secondary 
Comparative & Intl. Uniform Law, General K520-5582 Secondary 
Criminal Trials KF220-224 Secondary 
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Jurisprudence & Philosophy of American Law KF379-383 Secondary 
Substance Abuse RC563-568 Secondary 
General Works, Addresses, Essays, Lectures BF110-149 Tertiary 
Theory, Methodology H61 Tertiary 
Races HT1501-1595 Tertiary 
Social Legislation KF3300-3750 Tertiary 
Constitutional Law KF4501-5130 Tertiary 
Persons KF465-553 Tertiary 
Public Prop., Public Restraints on Private Property KF5500-5501 Tertiary 
Property KF560-720 Tertiary 
National Defense, Military Law KF7201-7755 Tertiary 
Courts, Procedure KF8700-9075 Tertiary 
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APPENDIX B: SPECIFIC AREAS OF ENHANCEMENT IN THE CRIMINOLOGY 

The holdings of most subjects have measures that demonstrate both strengths and weaknesses.  
Therefore, we have prioritized the Primary subjects for enhancement based on the combination of 
metrics in this order: 

• Older age 
• Low usage 
• High ILL 
• Small size 

BOOKS 

• Greatest Need: 
o Social Work, Social & Public Welfare: Drug Abuse (HV5800-5840) 
o Criminology, Criminal Justice  

 General Works (HV6001-6030) 
 Juvenile Offenders, Juvenile Delinquents (HV9051-9260) 

o Law - United States, Federal: Juvenile Criminal Law (KF9771-9827) 
• Moderate Need: 

o Criminology, Criminal Justice 
 Causes of Crime. Criminal Ethnography (HV6115-6197)  
 Victims of Crimes, Victimology (HV6250-6250.4)  
 Offenses against public order (HV6435-6492)  

o Law - United States, Federal: Social Legislation (KF3300-3750) 
o Communities, Classes, Races: Races (HT1501-1595) 

JOURNALS 

• Greatest Need: 
o Criminology, Criminal Justice 

 Crimes and Offenses (HV6250.5-6434) 
 Criminal Psychology (HV6080-6113) 

o Medicine: Forensic Medicine (RA1001-1171) 
o Communities, Classes, Races: Races (HT1501-1595) 

• Moderate Need: 
o Criminology, Criminal Justice 

 Guards, Watchmen, Private Security Services (HV8290-8300) 
o Psychiatry: Substance Abuse (RC563-568) 
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