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Ora l  H i s to ry  Co l l ec t i on

Jack Burge

In te rv iewer :  D r .  Rona ld  E .  Marce l l o

Place of  fn terv iew:  AzIe,  Texas

D r .  M a r c e l l o :

D a t e :  M a y  1 6 ,  L 9 7 B

This is  R.on Marcel lo  in terv iewing Jack Burge for  the

I ' lor th Texas State Univers i ty  0ra1 l l is tory Col lect ion.

The  i n te rv iew  i s  t ak ing  p lace  on  May  16 ,  1978 ,  i n

AzIe,  Texas.  I tm interv iewing Mr.  Burge in order  to

get  h is  reminiscences and exper iences and lmpresslons

whi le he was a pr isoner-of -war of  the Japanese dur ing

lJor ld War I I .  I ,1r .  Burge was aboard the cru iser  USS

Houston,  which was sunk in  the Sunda Stra i ts  very

ear ly  in  I ' t ror1d l , t rar  I I .  In  fact ,  i t  was sunk at  approxl -

mately  12 :  45 a.  m.  on l {arch 1 ,  L942 ,

Now, Mr.  Burge,  to  begin th is  in terv j -ew,  just  very

br ief ly  g ive me a b iographical  sketch of  yoursel f .  In

other  words,  te l l  me when you were born,  where you

were born,  your  educat ion-- th ings of  that  nature.  Just

be  ve ry  b r i e f  and  gene ra l .

I  was  bo rn  t he  9 th  o f  Augus t ,  1918 ,  i n  a  1 i t t 1e  o ld

p lace  ca l l ed  Becke t t ,  Oh io ,  wh i ch  i s  l ong  gone .  I

went  to school  when there was e ight  grades in  one roomt

and f i f teen or  t \ , , /entv is  a lo t  of  fani l ies for  the

I1r.  tsurge :
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seventh grade.  l ' {y  fa ther  sald I  wasnf  t  get t ing enough

out  of  i t ,which none of  us were.  I^ le  had lc ids there o lder

than the teachers,  because back then a teacher graduated

at  seventeen or  e ighteen.  They would go to sunuaer teach-

ing school ,  and that  fa11 they gave them a country school

to teach,  you know. So we had boys in  the seventh and

eighth grade that  was e ighteen and n ineteen,  because they

had to get  out  and farm and stuf f  l ike that ,  and back then

they d idnt t  p lace so much on i t .  But  anyway,  my father

sa id ,  r tYou t re  go ing  to  t own ,  and  you r re  go ing  to  g radua te . r l

So the fLrst  couple of  years unt i l  they got  the road

a l i t t le  in  shape,  I  pushed the school  bus,  and then af ter

that ,  I  got  to  r lde i t  (chuckl -e)- - through the mud and stuf f ,

you Know.

Af ter  I  graduated,  you could see l for ld  War I I  coming

on.  You read the papers and l - is tened to the radio and so

o n .  S o  m y  f a t h e r ,  h e  d i d n f  t  w a n t  m e  t o  g o .  I  s a i d , t t D o

you \ {ant  me to go in  as cannon fodder when i t  happens'  or

you want  me to be in  there and have a t rade?f f  So f ina l ly  he

s igned  the  pape rs .

l t row when did this occur?

We1l,  in Apri l -  of  38, But I  had a tooth .  .  .  and they were

so str ict  back then. You bi t  down on one of these tongue

depressors ,  and tha t  one back  too th  d idn l t  l i ne  up ,  and i t
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Rhode Is land,  for  boot  camP.

I  gather  that  i t  was preLty hard to get

that  par t icu lar  t ime yet '  even though a
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on i t  so that  I

I  wenL to NewPort '

in  the serv ice at

nat ional  emergency

Pernaps v/as coml-ng on.

They  d idn r t  l ower  t he  s tanda rds  a  b i t ,  I  don r t  t h i nk ,  un t i l

the war s tar ted or  shor t ly  before,  because some of  the boys

we got  aboard there just  before the war s tar ted that  come

ouE on t ransporcs and stuf f  f rom china,  I  couldnr t  bel ieve

that  they got  inr

A f r iend of  mine .  there was four  of  us that  went

down  to  en l i s t ,  and  the  b ig ,  t a l l ,  o l d  boy  .  .  we l l ,  he

just  k ind of  shone.  His mother  was a school teacher,  and he

was  above  us  o1d  fa rm boys  i neduca t i ona  1 i t t 1e  b i t  and  s tu f f .

trrtell, they took him and run him right on through; they had us

tak ing our  physical  and our  wr i t ten examinat ions to see i f

we could pass them, because they d idnt t  have any doubt  about

h in.  They said you could have one tooth n i -ss ing and a l l  o f

them f i l led.  So th is  o ld recru i ter  has got  h is  eye on h im

i f  he  don r t  ge t  anybody  e l se .  J .  B .  S to ry  was  h i s  name;  he rs

up in Woodal l ,  Kansas.  Hets got  a cat t le  ranch up there.  He

wen t  on  to  co l l ege  a f t e r  t he  wa r .  Bu t  t hey  sa id ,  "Le t l s  see

you r  t ee th r t rand  he  j us t  t ook  t hem ou t  and  handed  them to  h im .
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Herd had them knocked out  in  a car  wreck (chuckle)  when

he was th i r teen,  and he had fa lse teeth '  see.  So that

pu t  t he  qu ie tus  t o  t ha t .  As  soon  as  t he  wa r  s ta r ted ,

why,  they cal led h inn r ight  in ,  and he went  on up to

ch ie f  f lmo to r  mech . t t

And as you ment ioned,  you d id foresee the possib i l i ty  of

r , rar  coming on as ear lY as 1938.

To  me  i t  l ooked  l i ke  i t ,  j us t  f r om the  pape rs  and  so  ' on '

I^ Ie l l ,  I  could feel  i t  more than I  could see i t ,  but

there was a lways th ings that  were get t lng worse instead

of  bet ter  and then Germany was get t ing on i ts  r rh igh horserr l

and we was tell ing England how much we thought of them.

Just two and two make four.

How did you eventual ly  get  aboard the

might  descr ibe how th is  a l l  occurred.

cruiser Houston? You

t^ Ie l1,  when we got  back of f  o f  boot  leave'  anyone s lx  feet

and over  automat ica l ly  went  in to Wor ldts  Fai r  detachment .

Thatrs when they were going to have the In lor ld ls  Fai r  detach-

ment  in  i ' lew York.  They Look 500 of  us,  and i t  was march '

march.  The Army never had i t  l ike we had i t - -s ix ty- four

count  s i lent  manual  of  arrns,  Queen Annels salute,  and a l l

t h i s  s t u f f .

So I  bel ieve i t  was the f i rs t  o f  Apr i l  somet ime,  they

fe l l -  us out  there for  muster  one morning and said,  t rWe have
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very bad news for  you.  l {erre going to have to cut  down

150  on  th i s  de tachmen t . "  I t  was  500  to  beg in  w i t h .  They

asked,  r t ln lould any volunteers take one pace forward?fr  So

500 of  us stepped forward,  and I  happened to be on the

end ,  and  they  coun ted  the  150  o f f  ( chuck le ) .

So thev sent  us to Char l -eston '  South Carol ina '  The

Houston had just  made a presLdent ia l  cru ise wi th Roosevel t ,

and we went  aboard.

The I {ouston was evident ly  a very pret ty  ship,  was i t  not?

oh,  she was the pr ide of  the f leet .  They used to cal l  i t  the

I tF loa t i ng  Wh i te  House , t t  because  P res iden t  Rooseve l t ,  he

adopted her .  Of  course,  he had to have an e levator  pul led

by men to take h im up to h is  s taterooml he couldnr  t  navigate

the  l adde rs ,  you  know.

Were you on board the Houston dur ing any of  the president ia l

c ru i ses  ?

I  just  d id nr iss h is  last  one.  Eventual lYr  we went  to the

West  Coast ,  and we spent  a l l  summer out  there wai t ing for

h im to come out .  But  th ings were get t ing to where he couldnr t

leave.  We had h is  f ish ing yacht  aboard,  and we had a chlef

boatswaints mate that  d idnr t  do anyth ing but  rake care of  h ls

f ish lng gear and a l l  th is  s tuf f .  We waj- ted in  Long Beach a

long time, and then we went up to Bremerton, Washington. lt le

wai ted and wai ted,  and he never  could get  f ree to go.  He d id
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send a bunch of gongressmen, and we took them to every is land

in the Pacif ic,  checking the instal lat ions for defense and

so on .  So we go t  a  rea l  c ru ise  ou t  o f  i t ,  bu t  we d idnr t

ge t  t o  go  w i th  t he  P res iden t .

Now eventual ly ,  how did the l louston get  over  in to the Far

E a s t ,  l e t r s  s a y ,  b Y  1 9 4 2 ?

We went  out  there to re l ieve the Augusta;  i t  was a s is ter

ship to the Houston.  They a lways had t raded of f  on china

Stat ion.  Pr ior  to  that ,  about  a year-and-a-hal f '  we were

a f lagshlp for  the r tPineapple Fleetr r r  they cal led i t - - the

Hawai ian Detachment .  Then we came and got  a l i r t le  out-

f i t ted and went  on over  to .  wel - l ,  I  be l ieve i t  was

October of  t40 that  we re l ieved the Augusta in  the Mani la

Bay .

Dld you stay over  on the Asiat ic  Stat ion for  the rest  of  the

t ime then?

Oh ,  yes .  Yes ,  I t d  s t i t l  be  ove r  t he re  i f  t he  wa r  hadn r t

s ta r ted  ( chuck le ) ;  I  l i ked  i t  ove r  t he re .

This ls  k ind of  in terest ing to me,  because wetve done a great

many interv iews wi th Pear l  Harbor  surv ivors.  One of  the most

fasc inat ing group of  people that  I  hear  them ta lk  about  are

the o l -d AsLat ic  sa i lors,  especia l ly  those that  were on the

r iver  patro ls  and so on in  China.  Did you have any of  those

old Asiat ic  sa i lors aboard the Houston at  that  t ime?
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Oh, yes.  Yes,  there was lots  of  them that '  when one

c ru i se r  wou ld  be  coming  back  to  t he  S ta tes ,  t hey td  pu t

l -n for  t ransfer  to  the other  one.  There was a lo t  of

peopl-e that  d idnr t  want  to s tay out  there at  a l l ,  and

theyrd t rade wi- th them. Back then you could t rade of f

r a te  f o r  r a te .  Bu t  some  o f  t hem o ld  boys  hadn t t  been

back to the States in  f i f teen or  twenty years.

Evident ly ,  they real1y enjoyed themselves over  in  China '

I t  was a d i f ferent  way of  1t fe,  but  i t  was a wonderfu l

l i f e  ( c h u c k l e ) .

I  ga the r  t ha t  mos t  o f  t hose  As ia t i c  sa i l o r s  we re  v i r -

t ua1 l y  t a t t ooed  f rom head  to  t oe .

Yes,  some of  them on the bot tom of  thei r  feet ,  I  th ink

(chuckle) .  This  one o1d boy,  he a lways had a b ig p iece

of  jade sw- inging on h is  watch chaln.  Oh,  i t  was a lmost

as  b ig  as  a  go l f  ba l l ;  I  don t t  know how you rd  ca r r y  i t

around.  Herd been out  there th i r teen years.  He wore

his high-top shoes l ike they wore in boot camp--the ankle

height- -and he had a Missour i  farm magazine in  h is  pocket .

He stood there and looked out  at  sea wi th that  r tAsiat ic

s ta re r t t  yo r  know.  I  sa id ,  r r l , I ha ! f  d  you  see  ou t  t he re? l l

l rNo th tng , t t  he  sa id .  t t l tm  j us t  t h i nk ing  abou t  t hese  peop le

tha t l s  As ia t i c .  I r ve  been  ou t  he re  t h l r t een  yea rs ,  and

the re  a in r t  no th ing  wrong  w i th  me . I  don r t  unde rs tand  them. r t
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ir lhat  is  the ' rAsiat ic  s tarer f  that  you ta lked about  awhi le

ago?  I r ve  hea rd  t h i s  t e rm  used  be fo re .

This is  Just  that  b lank look you get  in  your  eye.  You can

si t  by the hour and look out  to  sea.  You donrt  see any-

thLng;  they just  s tare '  you know. When they ta lk  to you'

t hey  don t t  t a l k  t o  you .  They  j us t  keep  r i gh t  on  l ook ing

o f f  i n to  t he  vo id .

I 'Je went to Olongapo. I^Ihen we got there . of

cou rse ,  I  d i dn t t  know th i s ;  I  was  new on  tha t  s ta t i on .

The o1d boy said h is  wi fe would be there.  t r r re l l ,  hetd

marr ied a Fi l ip ino and had about  e leven k ids.  She drove

from ManLla to Olongapo in a car t .  They had a l i t t le

atap roof  bui l t  over  i t  and stuf f ,  and that  was what  werd

cal l  a  motor  home now. That  was the Phi l ipp ine vers ion

of  i t .  Sure enough,  she was down there on the dock wi th

her  fani ly  wai t ing for  h im to come home.

We l l ,  t he re t s  no  doub t  t ha t  t ha t r s  a  phase  o f  t he  Navy

tha t r s  no  l onge r  i n  ex i s tence .

No ,  t ha t  was  the  good  o ld  daYs .

Okay ,  l e t r s  t a l k  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  t he  ac tua l  con ing  o f  t he

war.  Descr ibe where you were and what  you were doing and

how you responded when you heard about  the Japanese at tack

a t  Pea r1  Ha rbo r .

We l1 ,  t he  peop le  on  the  s t ree t  wou ld  s top  you ,  l i ke ,  i nB u r g e :
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Mani la and around,  and theyfd say,  f rThe war is  coming'

The war is coming. l{here are you going? What are you

go ing  to  do? ' r  I t I e  sa id ,  "We11 ,  we l l l  be  he re .  t r { e l l - l  be

here to f ightr  you know.t '  They said,  f rThe Japanese are

ve ry  c l ose . t t  The re  was  no th i -ng  i n  t he  pape rs ;  you  d idn r t

know anyth ing.  Of  course,  w€rd been down in the southern

Phi l ipp ines support ing f ly ing boats that  were photographing

them and so onr  You know. Werd take turns down there and

take  supp l i es .  I  can . t  t h i nk  o f  t he  name o f  i t .  .  .  I J -o i I o ;

we r {ere in  l lo i lo  when th ings real ly  got  rough.  I  dont t

know whether it was l1oi1o or ltanila where we were at when

Marce l l o :

B u r g e :

Marce l l o :

B u r g e :

Pear l  Harbor  vras bombed.

Wha t  so r t  o f  imp ress ion  o r

crew members have when You

Harbor  ?

react ion d id you and Your fe l low

heard about  the at tack at  Pear l

Oh,  we were surpr j -sed just  1- ike everybody e lse.  We knew i t

was coming,  but  we hadnrt  considered i t  coming to Pear l

Harbor ,  you know. We expected i t  to  s tar t  out  there '

I rm sure that  you d idnr t  real ize the extent  of  the danage

that  had been done at  Pear l  Harbor .

Oh, we had no way of knowing at the time. I guess it was

around three otc lock Phi l ipp ines t ime when we got  the word--

in  the morning,  that  is .  We were a day of f r  You know, wi th

the time changes. They woke me up because they had to go
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down in a void under my bunk. They had these round plates

made up--stee1 p lates-- to weld over  the por tholes.  r rWhat

are you doing dovrn here in  the middle of  the n ight?r t  r tWel l ,

Pear l  Harborrs been bombed.  l le lve got  to  b lack out  the

shl -p. t t  So that  was the way I  found out  about  i t - -about

three orc lock in  the morning when t t rey came af ter  those

p l a t e s .

How long a r ' rar  d id you foresee at  th is  par t icu lar  t ime? I rm

referr i .ng now to the opin ion of  you and your  shipmates.

W e 1 1 ,  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  b a t ,  w e  s a i d r r r w e l l ,  i t  w o n r t  t a k e  o v e r

s ix  months to whip themrt '  You know.

Did most  of  the crew members have a re lat ive ly  low opin ion

o f  t he  Japanese?

Tha t r s  abou t  a l l  you rd  hea rd - - t h i ck  g lasses  and  r i ce  paddy

cool ies,  Probably the more educated and more studied knew

be t te r ,  bu t  we  d idn t t  t h i nk  i t f  d  t ake  l - ong .

Had you had any contact  at  a l - l -  wi th any Japanese vessels

dur ing th is  per iod whi le  you were over  there on the Asiat i -c

S ta t i on?

Not as far  as I  know we hadnl t ,  as ide f rom these p lanes going

out  and photographing them on maneuvers.  They was hold ing

maneuvers in  the South China Sea,  and our  reconnaissance

planes were tak ing movies of  them.

D id  you  eve r  hea r  any  o f  t he  "o1d  sa l t s r r t a l k  abou t  t heMarce l l o :
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seamanship or  f lght ing prorvess of  the Japanese?

No. There again,  the ones that  was up on the Yangtze

and so on d idnr t  have too h igh an opin i -on of  them,

because a l l  they saw was the foot  so l -d ier .  Thei r  o ld

bombers  we ren t t  t oo  good  a t  t he  t ime ,  so  t he re  wasn t t

anyth ing rea11y impressive.  I t  was just  one Asiat ic

f ight ing another .  I  guess they were get t ing exper ience

to go on to b ig th ings.  I  don!  t  lcnow (chuckle)  .

Okay,  now what  ro le d id the Houston assume af ter  news

of  the Pear l  Harbor  at tack had been received? In other

wordd,  what  d id the Houston do at  that  point? What

func t i on  d id  i t  pe r fo rm?

Esco r t l ng  convoys .

Where were you escor t ing thern? From where to where?

Wel l ,  we took one to Port  Darwin '  Austra l ia ,  and then

we picked up a convoy there,  and we took i t  to  T imor.

We got bombed going and coming, and we got bombed r'r ith

other  convoys.  But  our  capta in that  we had,  he was some-

th ing e lse.  The only bornb that  we got  h i t  wi th was a

s t ray .  He  dodged  a l l  t he  res t  o f  t hem ' .  .  .  t h i r t y - two

knots and pul l  r ight  and pul l  le f t  rudder and so on.

So you d id actual ly  come under at tack and so on whi le  you

were on th is  convoY dutY.

O h ,  y e s .Burge:
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Do you recal l  the inc ident  when that  bomb hi t  the Houston

dur ing th is  per iod? What  are your  impressions of  i t?

I  d idnt t  want  any more of  them. The f i rs t  bornbing we got '

I r d  j us t  come  o f f  o f  wa tch  and  took  a  shower .  I  had  one

of  these seventeen-cent- -which was real  expensive--c igars

a day then,  and I  had i t  in  rny mouth .  .  .  I  d idnl t  very

o f ten  l i gh t  t hem.  They  sounded  GQ,  and  l l d  i us t  been  i n

the englne room. LIe roorked two hours in the engine room

and two hours in  the af termidship repai r .  Wel l ,  the

capta in gets the ship to swinging,  and everyth ingrs rat -

t1 lng and banging,  and they drop one on each s ide of  us '

As far  as I  know, I  swal lowed that  c igar ;  I  never  d id

f i nd  t ha t  t h i ng  ( chuck le ) .

Were you very c lose to where that  bomb hi t?

Yes,  I  was a compartment  away when i t  h i t .  As far  as I

know, i t  k i l led every man in the af ter  repai r  par ty  but

one.  There was t \ ,no guys s i t t ing on a hatch back- to-back.

They got  the one fac ing the b last ,  and the other  one d idnf t

get  hur t .  But  as far  as I  know, i t  got  the rest  of  them.

There was about  for ty-e ight  a l together .  See,  the 5- inch

guns werent  t  reachlng them, so they was going to t ry  an

8-inch salvo way off as they was coming in to see if the

concussi -on and so on would swing them together ,  you know,

and cause some accidents uP there.



I larcel lo :

B u r g e :

Harce l l o :

Burge
1 3

This bomb armed itself on the mainmast and slid

down. The turret  \^ /as t ra ined out  to  the s ide,  and i t

came down r ight  between that  and the af ter  rest roon

on the main deck.  I t  b lew up just  of f  the deck,  and

the shrapnel  penetrated the turret  and set  of f  the

powder in  there.  The guns were loaded and everyth ing '

and the powder c i rc le was open.  So l t  got  everybody

in the turret .  The fact  of  the case is ,  I  was a ta lker

in that  turret  when I  was on deck,  and I  put  in  to go

to the engine room. A11 they found of f  the ta lker  that

was in that  turret  was h is  f inger  wi th h is  wedding band

on  i t  ou t  on  deck .

Obviously ,  i t  put  that  turret  compl-ete ly  out  of  commission,

d i d  i t  n o t ?

I t  put  i t  complete ly  out ,  and they had to f lood the

powder c i rc le and everyth ing and f lood the ammuni t ion,

see.  I t  got  everybody in the turret  and down in the

powder circl-e and down in the anno rooms below it.

Aside f rom the repai r  par ty ,  i t  got ,  I  th ink '  for ty-e ight

a l t oge the r .  We  bu r i ed  them in  T j i l a t j ap ,  Java .

And th is  happened dur ing that  per iod whi le  you were on

convoy  du ty ,  i s  tha t  cor rec t?

We were on convoy duty. TheY

jus t  about  sunk  her .  We donr

got  the Marbleheqd;  theyBurge:

t know how in the world she
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ever d id surv ive,  but  she got  back to the States.

Nor+ when was it that the Houston more or less moved into

the area of  the East  Indies on a more or  less permanent

basis? Did thts  occur  somet ime in February of  1942?

I^Iere you there about a month or something l ike that

before i t  was actual ly  sunk?

Yes ,  t ha t  was  j us t  abou t  i t .  I  don r t  know the  exac t  da tes '

We teamed up wi th the Br i t ish and the Austra l ians.  I t

was  A ,  B ,  C ,  D ;  we  was  unde r  f ou r  f 1ags ,  rea l l y ,  bu t  t he

senior  of f icer  was a Dutch admira l .  Wetd never  worked

as  a  t eam be fo re ,  and  the  Du tch  .  .  .  we l l ,  w€ ld  send

l ia ison of f icers to each ship to in terpret  our  f lags

and our  maneuvers and so on.  They d id pret ty  good.  I t ts

no t  r i gh t ,  p robab l y ,  f o t  me  to  say ,  because  they r re  gone ,

but I think our captain was superior in naval maneuvers

to anybody they had out  there.

Wer l l  ta lk  about  th is  in  a l i t t le  whi le ,  because I  th ink

i t  becomes very imPortant  in  th is  s tory.  I  assume that

the whole t ime youtre down there in  that  area '  you have

vi r tual ly  no a i - r  support  at  a l l  or  no a i r  cover .

N o .

The Japanese had cornpl -ete contro l  o f  the a i r .

They had the a i r .  Werd go on a convoy l ike the one

went  on to T imor.  Somebody in Austra l ia  said,  l tOh,

we

go
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ahead .  Man ,  w€ r11  p ro tec t  you .  We l l  send  ou t  f i gh te rs . l t

We1l ,  there was for ty- f ive of .  then that  bombed us for

about  Lwo hours out  there,  and they werenr t  af ter  the

transporEs so much.  I  th ink there \^ /as one merchant  sai lor

that  got  k i l led on a t ransport .  He was standing up

there leaning over  the s ide,  and a p iece of  shrapnel  h i t

h im f rom a bomb blast .  But  af ter  the for ty- f ive of  them

had dropped a l l  the i r  bombs and lef t '  one lone P-40 come

from someplace and cut  a c i rc le;  you just  could see h im

on the hor izon.  That  was about  the most  a i r  cover  I

ever  seen over  there.

What  does i t  fee l  l ike being under those a i r  a t tacks?

We l l ,  t he re rs  no  p lace  to  run ,  and  the re t s  no  p lace  to

dig a foxhole.  You Just  t rust  in  the Lord,  i -s  about  a l l

you  can  do  ( chuck le ) .  The re  a in t t  no  p lace  to  run .

Now, where d id you say your  bat t le  s tat ion was located?

Wel1,  I  was in  the af ter  engine room for  two hours,  and

then you went  two hours in  the af termidship repai r  par ty .

The night we were sunk, I had just came out of the engine

room. A torpedo h i t  down there eventual ly ,  and everybody

in the engine room was k i l1ed.  The good Lord had a l ik ing

for  me,  I  guess (chuckle) .  He just  k ind of  put  me in the

r ight  p lace at  the r ight  t ime.

Now du r i ng  th i s  pa r t i cu la r  pe r i od ,  t ha t  i s ,  t he  pe r i od  i nl larcel lo  :
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February, the Houst.on received the niclcname of the rrGal-

l op ingGhos t  o f  t he  Java  Coas t . f r  No ro  how d id  t ha t  pa r t i -

cular name come about?

i le l l ,  I  guess the Japanese put  out  the word that  theyrd

sunk us about  seven d i f ferent  t imes.  Every t ime we were

in act ion,  they sunk us.  01d Tokyo Rose,  she would announce

that  werd been sunk and so on.  So we just  eventual ly

became .  wel l ,  T donr t  know whether  i t  came f rom our

sh ip .  I t  was  l n  ou r  sh lp t s  pape r ;  t hey  ca l l ed  us  t he

l rGal loping Ghost  of  the Java Coast , l f  which \^ /e were.  i fe

was sunk,  and then the next  day werd show up somepl-ace

else (chuckl -e)  r  you know, and f ight  them again.

Le t t s  t a l k  a  l i r t l e  b i t  abou t  t he  Ba t t l e  o f  t he  Java  Sea ,

because  i n  a  way ,  I  guess ,  t ha t r s  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he

end for  the Houston,  so to speak.  I  th ink i t  probably

star ted--when--about  February 27t ]n or  something l ike that ,

somewhere a long those 1 ines.

Somewhere in  there.

Desc r i be  the  Hous ton rs  ro le  i n  t he  Ba t t l e  o f  t he  Java  Sea

as  bes t  you  can  p iece  i t  t oge the r .

We1l ,  being down bel -ow decks,  You dont t  know rvhatrs going on.

The only fighting that I saw in l^Iorld l i lar II was when I stuck

my head up and looked out  of  the hatch one t ime.  I  saw ships

aflame and ships going down. That was when the Tromp and

B u r g e :
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the DeRuyter ,  a Dutch destroyer  and a l ight  cru iser  or

something,  were on f i re ,  and there was a Japanese ship

on  f i . r e .  A l f  I  had  was  j us t  t h i s  one  f l ash ,  and  I  sa id ,

t t l t rs  t ime I  get  my head downJ the l -ess I  know, the

be t te r  o f f  I  am! r '  I  s tayed  down  be low  decks .

hrhat  sor t  of  damage did the Houston susta in dur ing that

Bat t le  of  the Java Sea?

Wel l ,  as ide f rom near-misses and spr inging a few leaks

and bust ing a few r ivets-- I  havenrt  s tudied up on th is  in

a long t ime-- I  th ink we got  two dud torpedoes.  We got  a

shel l  h i t  forward,  and i - t  went  through the ship up on

the forecast le ,  tv /o s taterooms,  and out  the other  s ide

w iLhou t  exp lod ing .  Those  dud  to rpedoes ,  t hey  d idn t t  go

o f f ;  t hey  rup tu red  a  f ue l  o i l  t ank  on  the  po r t  s i - de  a f t ,

I  remember that .  We didn?t  get  hur t  too awful  bad that

t ime .

Ba t t l e  o f  t he  Java  Sea .

We was pret ty  lucky up unt i l  the last  rn inute.

By  th i s  t ime ,  a re  you  beg inn ing  to  ge t  j us t  a  l i t t l e  b i t

more respect  for  the f ight ing prowess of  the Japanese Navy?

We d idn t t  g l ve  i t  much  though t ;  we  were  j us t  ge t t i ng  p roude r

of  the shLp we was on,  thatrs  a l l .  We were beginning to

th ink that  we were indestruct lb le.

Burge:
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Houston took two

have to ment ion that  the torpedoes the

using were k ind of  a rude surpr ise for

think we also

Japanese were

a great many

peop le  a t  t ha t  t i -me '  t oo .

We11 ,  whe re  you  have  c ru i se rs  f l r i ng  a t  you ,  t hey r re

supposed  to  be  esco r ted  by  des t roye rs .  Des t roye rs

back then,  they a l l  had .  .  there wasnrt  any of  th is

guided miss i le  s tuf f ,  You know, and they a l l  had tor-

pedoes .  No ,  I  wasn t t  t oo  su rp r i sed ,  I ' / e  we re  i n  t he i r

home waters,  you rn ight  say,  and whatever  they had we

expec ted .

L ike we ment ioned awhi le ago,  wl th a i r  cover  and recon-

naissance and so on and so for th,  the Japanese knew

where  you  were  j us t  abou t  a l l  t he  t ime .

Just  about  a l - l  the t ime.  About  the t ime you thought  you

was h id at  n ight ,  they dropped a few f lares.  They might

no t  f i r e  o r  bomb o r  any th lng  e l se ;  t hey rd  j us t  d rop

f lares to le t  you know that  they knew where you were '  you

know.

Now granted,  you were an enl is ted man at  th is  t i rne,  and

am I  to  assume that  morale was st i1 l  so h igh that  you

thought  that  you were going to come out  of  th is  th ing

p re t t y  much  i n  one  p lace?

Marce l l o :
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Sure!  Back then you d idnr t  have of f icers l ike they had

dur ing the war and af ter  the war and today;  theyrd a l l

been to the }Javal  Academy, You know. Back then,  we

ca11ed  i t  a ' t $10 r000  educa t i - on l t ' ;  I  don r t  know where  the

f lgure stands today,  but  you had respect  for  Lhem. They

a l l  knew the i r  j ob ;  t hey rd  a l l  been  to  wa r  co l l ege '  you

know, the h igher  ranked ones.  They was just  about  as

educa ted  as  a  pe rson  cou ld  ge t  f o r  t he  j ob  t hey  had  to  do .

You spoke awhi le ago wi th a great  deal  of  admirat ion

about  your  capta in.  Rooks,  I  bel leve h is  name \ r /as.

R igh t .

Evident ly ,  as you ment ionedr You had a great  deal  of

conf idence in h is  seamanship.

A11 the conf idence in the wor ld.  I  th ink everv man aboard

d id .  You td  ge t  f o r t y - f i ve  bombers  com ing  a t  you ,  and

herd 1ay down on h is  back and watch them through h is

binoculars and cal l  out  commands so that  you d idnr t  get

bo rnbed .  We11 ,  p re t t y  soon  the re  a in r t  no  way  you  can  go

but  have aI1 the resDect  in  the wor l -d for  h im.  I  th ink

he was the best four-str iper there ever was.

Okay,  le t rs  ta lk  a  l i t t1e  b i t ,  then ,  about  the  end o f  the

I lous ton .  Wer re  p robab ly  up  now to  about  March  2 ,  1942,

Describe the sinking of the Houston as best you can remember,

being down in the engine room and so on.

! {arcel lo :
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I {e l l ,  we thought  we had i t  made.

Th i s  was  a f t e r  t he  Ba t t l e  o f  t he  Java  Sea .

Yes.  We went  in to Batavia and stayed a day and fueled.

We had an awful  t ime get t ing the fuel ;  there vras a lo t

of  communist  act iv i ty  or  sabotage or  rvhatever  you want

to  ca l l  i t .  The re  was  va l ves  c l osed  o f f  i n  t he  f i e l ds

and a l l  th is  s tuf f ,  and they had to go out  and search

to  ge t  t he  p ipe l i nes  go ing .

The way we understood i t ,  a  Dutch reconnaissance

plane came in and said,  "There is  no Japanese wi th in a

thousand mi les of  here."  So we were going to Austra l ia

and get  f ixed up and repai r  the damage and so on.  Us

and the Austra l ian cru iser  Per th,  we were to go one way;

and what  destroyers we had lef t  and I  th ink a Dutch ship

was lef t  were going through the Bal i  Stra l ts .

So I  just  come out  of  the engine room and got  c leaned

up again--I had my bunk up topside--and they sounded

general  quar ters.  So I  r rent  dor^m to the af termidship

repa i r  s ta t i on ,  and  tha t r s  when  i t  go t  p re t t y  heavy .  Werd

had enough h i ts  by then that  we were out  of  e lect r ic i ty

for  the hoists ,  so we was cranking these 5- inch shel ls  up

by hand.  I t  was so hot ,  and you wore th is  f lash-proof

c loth ing-- i t rs  k ind of  dungaree mater ia l - -wi th s t raps around

your wr is ts  and around your  ankles and a hood and a l l  th is  s tuf f .
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I t  was about  125 or  130 degrees;  there h/as no a i r  down

there.  This mess deck got  real  s l ippery,  so we la id

matt resses out  across i t  to  walk on to keep f rom fa l l ing.

So I  got  a b ig .  wel l ,  rve a l l  got  shel ls  lay ing on

these mat t resses c lear  up the holst  and people cranking

as  fas t  as  t hey  can ;  \ ^ /e ' d  t ake  tu rns .  The  sh ip ' s  ro l l i ng

pret ty  heavy,  and I  la id down across these 5- lnch shel ls

on  th i s  ma t t ress .  Tha t r s  when  the  to rpedo  h i t  t he  a f t e r

englne room r ight  under us.

Desc r i be  wha t  i t  f ee l s  l i ke  t o  be  h i t  by  a  t o rpedo .

Wel l ,  I  th ink that  was a 2- inch steel  deck.  L ike I  say '

I  r , ras lay ing on these 5- inch shel1s hold ing them in p lace '

l {e and those shel ls  and mat t resses went  .  i t  seemed

l ike we went  a l l  the way to the overhead,  but  probably i t

was a foot  of f  o f  the deck.  Then we came back down again.

I t  puts a k ink in  Your s tomach.

And one of  those torpedoes leaves a very '  very b ig hole

in  t he  s ide  o f  t he  sh ip .

I t  wiped out  the whole engine roon.

tured the steam l ines and so on.

O f  cou rse ,  i t  r up -

I  guess th is  is  the torpedo that  scalded a l l  those people

dovm in that  engine room when the steam l ines burst .

Right .  T t r ied to get  a hatch open there.  That  was my

engine room, you know; that ls  where I  was assigned,  and

Burge :
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they was a l l  good buddies down there.  The dogs on the

ha tch  l r e re  so  ho t  t ha t  you  cou ldn l t  t ouch  them;  i t r d  j us t

t ea r  you r  sk in  o f f .  Then  i f  you rd  go t  t ha t  open ,  wh i - ch

was l -ucky I  d idnt t ra l l  the steam would have come out

where vre were and k i11ed a bunch more people.  But  r ight

o f f  t h e  b a t ,  y o u  j u s t  t h i n k r ' r S e e  i f  y o u  c a n  g e t  y o u r

budd les  ou t r t r  you  know.  Bu t  t hen  a f t e r  you  ge t  t ha t

ha tch  open ,  younve  go t  t h i s  ba t t l e  gua rd  w i th  abou t  two

o r  t h r e e  m o r e  i n c h e s  o f  s t e e l  t h a t r s  .  .  .  w e l l ,  i t r s

go t  p leces  ca rved  ou t  o f  i t ,  you  know.  Bu t  s t i l l ,  i t t s

a  ba t t l e  gua rd ,  t hey  ca l l  i t ;  i t r l l  s t op  Jus t  abou t  any th lng

going down in there.  Wetd have had that  to  get  up,  and

i t  was  buck led .  So  i t  was  j us t  one  o f  t hose  th ings .

So yourre down below decks,  and i t  must  be rather  unnerv ing

to know that  a l l  th is  act iv i ty  is  going on above deeks

and you real ly  can' t  do too much about  i t .

No ,  I  Lh ink  i t r s  a  b less ing .  I f  you fd  seen  wha t  was  go ing

on  ups ta i r s ,  yound  be  sca red  to  dea th r  You  know.  I  know

we picked up two submarine sailors down in the South Seas

there someplace that their submarine had been sunk--Americans.

They wouldnt t  go dor^m in the mess ha1ls t .o  eat .  They saidt

f r l f  you knew what  was going on below th is  ocean'  you wouldnt t

be  down  be low  decks .  You rd  be  up  he re  whe re  you  can  ge t  o f f . ' r

We11,  thatrs  the same way i f  youtre down there to begin wi th .
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see,  I  never  went  back up and looked af ter  that  Java Sea

BaL t l e  t ha t  n igh t ;  I  sa id ,  r rTha t l s  enough  o f  t ha t  f o r  me .

Tha t l s  t he i r  j ob  up  the re ;  I r 11  s tay  down  he re  and  do  m ine . r l

So real ly ,  You donrt .  g ive i t  much thought  unt i l  i t  comes

in on you.

Now was there an abandon ship order  g iven?

They ordered abandon ship,  and the major i ty  of  us d idn ' t

be l i eve  i t ,  and  we  d idn t t  go .  l r l e  j us t  kep t  t hese  she l l s

go ing ,  see .  Bu t  f i na l1y ,  we l l ,  t hen  a f t e r  t he  f i r s t

abandon ship order  was g iven,  they said,  r rBack to your

ba t t l e  s ta t i ons l f r  Then  aga in ,  a f t e r  awh i l e  t hey  sa id ,

r fAbandon  sh ip , "  We1 l ,  we  wen t  t hen .

Desc r i be  you r  p rocess  o f  l eav ing  the  Hous ton .

l^Ie11-, I only had one ladder to go up onto the f antail

past  th is  number three turret  that  was out .  I  got  up

there,  and she was l is t ing pret ty  bad,  and the deck was

fu l l  o f  ho les  and  so  on .  0 f  cou rse ,  p r i o r  t o  t ha t ,  now

werd carr ied powder f rom the number three turret  the length

of the ship up to numbers one and two turrets. That may

have been in the Java Sea Bat t le ;  I  donr t  recal l  which

i t  was,  But  I  th ink i t  was the n ight  we got  sunk that

we  d id  a  1o t  o f  t ha t  t r anspo r t i ng  o f  powder  bags .  You

know, wi th B- lnch powder bags--one on each shoulder- -and

walking up through and shrapnel f lying through the side
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o f  t he  sh ip  and  s tu f f ,  we l l ,  you  j us t  don t t  l ook  ou t ;

you  i gno re  i t .  You rve  go t  a  j ob  t o  do ,  and  you  keep

on goingr  you know.

Marce l l o :  So  when  you  ge t  up  on  deck ,  i s  d i sc ip l i ne  s t i l 1  be ing

mainta ined pret ty  wel l?  Is  everyth ing being done in

a rather  order ly  manner,  that  is ,  so far  as abandoning

ship is  concerned?

Burge :  Yes .  The re  a re  peop le  l e t t i ng  t he  l i f eboa ts  l oose  and  th i s ,

t ha t ,  and  the  o the r .

Marce l l o :  I n  t he  mean t ime ,  i s  t he  Hous ton  s t i l l  f i r i ng ,  o r  has  i t

ceased  f i r i ng  by  t h i s  t ime?

Burge:  Theyrre f i r ing manual ly  what  they can,  some of  them.

There was st i11 rnachine guns going when I  1ef t ,  and I

d idn r t  l eave  un t i l  t he  l as t  m inu te .

Marcel lo :  Okay,  descr ibe what  you d id then when you got  out  on deck.

Bu rge :  We l l ,  t . o  j us t  show you  the  o ld  Navy  d i sc ip l i ne ,  I  .  o f

course,  I td  a lways had th is  new l i fe jacket  s tashed down

there,  and I  took i t  wi th me everyplace I  went .  When I

went  to get  i t ,  i t  was gone.  So I  went  up on deck,  and I

found one.  I  went  back on the fanta i l ,  and I  d id everyth ing

Jus t  l i ke  t hey  to ld  me .  I  t ook  my  dunga rees  o f f ,  and  I

t ook  my  shoes  o f f ;  I  se t  t hem s ide -by -s id .e ,  pu t  my  socks

in them, took my dungarees of f  and fo lded them up,  and

la id  t hem on  top  o f  my  shoes  j us t  l i ke  I  was  go ing  to  bed ,  see .
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This is  just  d isc ip l ine that  goes wi th i t .  Then I  went

over  to the s ide and took rny 1- i fe jacket  of f  .  Yourre not

supposed to jump in wi th i t  on;  you hold onto i t  over

your  head when you go in .  I  went  back behind the screws

where I  wouldnr t  get  chopped up and jumped in.  I  thought

I  never  would come uP,  but  I  d id.

Marcel lo :  Was the sea fu l l  o f  o i l  by th is  t ime?

Burge :  Oh ,  yes .  Yes ,  t he re  was  o i1 .  I  was ,  aga in ,  more  fo r tuna te

than a 1ot  of  them, because af ter  I  swam through o i1 '  I

swam through d lesel  fuel ,  and i t  washed a lo t  of  the crude

o i 1  o f f  o f  m e .

Marcel lo :  So in other  words,  when you went  i -n to the water ,  you were

i n  fue l  o i l  f i r s t  o f  a l l?

B u r g e :  Y e s .

Harcel lo:  And then later on, you went through .

Burge: .  this diesel oi- l - .  And i t  washed an awful  lot  of  i t

o f f  o f  m e .

Xarcel lo :  I^ lhat  was the temperature of  the water  l ike? Was i t  hot?

Co ld?  Do  vou  reca l l ?

Bu rge :  Oh ,  i t  was  we l l ,  a t  a  t i r ne  l i ke  t ha t ,  you  don r t

no t i ce  i t ,  bu t  i t  was  n i ce .  I r d  say  i t  was  tempera te .

There was no uncomfor table feel ing of  co ld or  heat- -a i ther

o n e .

But I  knew I had to get away from the ship, because
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thatrs  what  they a lways to ld you-- to get  away f rom the

suct ion.  I  made i t  to  a l i feraf t ,  and there were a bunch

of  people on i t .  There was one o ld boy out  of  the f i reroom

there,  and he said he was hur t  pret ty  bad.  I  helped h in

in,  but  he was burned so bad that  the f lesh came of f  in

your  hands,  you know, but  I  got  h im in there.  About  that

t ime ,  a  Jap  des t roye r  come  by  and  s ta r ted  s t ra f i ng  us .  I

sa id ,  t tWe l l  
,  t h i s  a in t t  no  p lace  fo r  me l t r  I  j us t  s t ruck

out on my o\dn.

So  i n  o the r  wo rds r  You  go t  a l ray  f r om tha t  ra f t .

I  got  away f rom that  raf t  and got  out  just  about  where

there wasnt t  anybody.  But  there was a l ight  that  you

could see up on th is  mounla in.  What  i t  was was for  the

Japs to take thei r  bear ing on for  thel r  landing par t iest

because they was a l ready landing there;  they had been

s ince  the  day  be fo re .

So therers supposedly seven currents in  the Sunda

S t ra i t ,  and  they  neve r  go  to  sea .  I r d  keep  my  eye  on

the l ighL,  and I rd swim or  f loat  or  whatever  to keep going.

As  I t d  s ta r t  go ing  one  way ,  I t d  ang le  rny  body ,  and  I rd  l e t

t he  cu r ren ts  wo rk  f o r  me .  We l l ,  t ha t  l i t t l e  l i f eJacke t

was making me sore on my chest- - rubbing--so I  took i t  o f f  t

and I was going to put it under me' you know, under my

stomach and use i t  for  buoyancy.  Wel l ,  when I  took i t
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I t  was  an  o1d  s i -de  c leane r r s  j acke t ;  I r d

i - t  ever  s ince I  got  in  the water .  I t  hadnl t

( chuck le ) .  So  I  was  be t te r  o f f  w i t hou t  i t .

out  there in  the rnrater  wi thout  a l i fe jacket

Right .  So you swim awhi le and you f loat  awhi le ,  and you

wa tch  th i s  l i gh t ,  t h i s  beacon .

Are you get t ing anY c loser  to shore?

Wel l - ,  you l lke to th ink you are.  I  actual ly  was,  but  I

d idnt t  know i t  a t  the t ime.  So eventual l -y ,  I  run in to

anoLher guy,  Weeks-- I  th ink hets dead now-- f rom Sal inas,

Cal i forn ia,  We went  a long there awhi le together  ta lk ing

abou t  i t .  He  hadn r t  seen  anybody  e l se ,  and  I rd  j us t  seen

tha t  one  ra f t  f u l l .

D id  he  have  a  l l f e j acke t?

He  had  a  l i f e j acke t ,

Were you k ind of  c l ing ing together?

Oh ,  no .  No ,  I  was  do ing  a l l  r i gh t .  I  wasn l t  t i r ed .

t r {ere you a pret ty  s t rong swimmer?

We1 l ,  i n  sa l t  wa te r  you  don r t  have  to  be  too  s t rong  a

swimmer.  You can f loat  and re lax and rest  upr  you know.

Oh ,  i t  came  up  a  l i t t l e  shower  t he re .  I t  wasamoon l i t

n ight ,  l f  I  remember,  about  a hal f -moon.  You know, these

tropical  squal ls  came along,  and I  Just  la id over  on my
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back and got  a l l  the water  I  could in  my mouth and r insed

of f  what  I  could.  You know, that  f resh water  seemed to

he lp ;  i t  made  you  fee l  be t t e r .  I  wen t  on  by  myse l f  un t i l

j us t  abou t  day l i gh t .

Wel l ,  i t  was coming dawn,  and I  could hear  the waves

h i t t i ng  t he  beach .  I  t hough t  ,  
t tBoy ,  I  I  ve  go t  i - t  nade .  r l

t r r le l l  ,  about  that  t ime,  here comes a raf  t  f  u l l  o f  horses--

a barge.  They had an outboard motor  on i - t .  I t  was the

Japs landing thei r  in fantry .  So they threw a l i fe jacket

on a rope out  to  me and t ra ined thei r  guna on me.  I  thought t

t t l l e l l ,  t hey t re  g i v i ng  ne  a  chance r t t  
" o  

I  t ook  t he  l i f e j acke t ,

and they pu11ed me in.  Of  course,  they inspected me i -ns ide

and out and told me to go over there and sit down, and we

kep t  on  go ing .

I  assume they d ld not  rough you uP or  anyth ing at  th is  point .

r \ o ,  t hese  were  Jus t  a  coup le  o f  l - i t t l e  o ld  r f no -s ta r t t

Japanese sold iersr  You knovr .

l low long had you been in the water by this time?

We1l ,  1 donr t  know what  t ime i t  came dayl ight  over  there.

f  was in  the water  about  f ive hours,  I  guess '  or  something.

t r {ere you pret ty  t i red by the t ime you got  aboard that  barge?

We l l ,  you t re  j us t  wonde r i ng  wha t r s  go ing  to  happen  nex t .

What  wi l l  be wi l l  be.  I  mean,  they d idnt t  shoot  me in the

water ,  and that  was a point  in  my favor .  I  was up in  th ls
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barge and out  of  the water ,  so I  f igured I  was doing

p r e t t y  g o o d .

Are you the only pr isoner aboard th is  barge?

L was Ehen.  Then we got  a l i t t le  far ther  in ,  and I

seen a seaman f rom the forecast le  gang up there,  Arnold

Schwar t z .  You tve  p robab l y  hea rd  o f  h im .  He l s  up  i n

Newark ,  I { ew  Je rsey ,  i n  t he  pos t  o f f i ce .  I  sa id ,  "H "y ,

A rno ld ,  I l ve  been  on  he re  f o r  f i ve  m inu tes ,  and  they  a in r t

sho t  me  ye t ! "  He  sa id ,  t ' l { e l l ,  t e l l  t hem peop le  t o

come ove r  he re  and  ge t  ne l i l  So  I  sa id ,  t tGo  ge t  h imr r t

you know, in  mot ions,  and they went  by and got  h in and

took  us  t o  t he  beach .

So what  happens when you get  on the beach?

Wel l ,  they t ied us up back- to-back--made us s i t  down

and t led us up back- to-back and t ied our  hands together .

Now you r re  i n  you r  sk iwY  sho r t s .

Tha t t s  a l1  l t ve  go t - - sk iwy  sho r t s .  They  b rough t  some

1 i t t 1e  o f f i ce r  ou t  t he re  t ha t  cou ld  speak  p re t t y  good

broken Engl ish.  I le td been to the States,  whi-ch an awful

l o t  o f  t hem tha t  you rd  run  i n to  l a te r  on  had .  He  sa i -d ,

ttYou have loved ones? Mama and papa and sweetheart and

w i fe r r r  o r  some th ing .  t t su re  do . r r  We11 ,  he  pu l1s  t ha t  o ld

cheese kni fe out  there,  You know, and g ives a few f lour ishes

a n d  s a y s ,  t t l f  y o u  1 i e ,  y o u  d i e l I want to know how manY
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ba t t l esh ips  a re  ou t  t he re . r t  So  we  to ld  h im ,  r tNo  ba t t l e -

shlps.r r  He took the sword and t ick led your  throat  a

1 i t t 1e  b i t  w i t h  i t ,  you  know,  and  squeezed  i t  a round .

r rYou l ie  !  Bat t leships J Bat t leships !  t r  t r r le1 l ,  he kept

th is  up,  and he was pushing pret ty  heavy on that  sword.

Held work on me awhi le,  and herd work on Schwartz awhi le ,

s e e .

Final ly ,  I  sa id,  t t i t le l l  
,  dammit ,  i f  he wants bat t leships,

l e t r s  g l ve  h im  ba t t l esh ips l "  We l l ,  l se  gave  h im  eve ry

bat t leship that  was sunk in  Pear l  Harbor  and every one

we ever  knew of  that  was out  of  serv ice.  I t  just  t ick led

h i rn  t o  dea th .  Boy ,  he  was  wr i t i ng  j us t  as  f as t  as  he

can.  He got  about  e ight  or  n ine l ls ted there and was

just  t ick led p lumb to death.  He hol lered at  some other

of f icer  up there and to ld these guards standing around

to unt ie  us.  They got  us some canned salmon and a dr ink

of  sake and some Japanese c igaret tes.  We was on thei r

s i de ;  he rd  rea l l y  go t  a l l  t he  i n fo rma t i on  ou t  o f  us ,

you know (chuckle) .

Were you pret ty  hungry by th is  t ime?

Yes ,  i t  was  b reak fas t  t ime  ( chuck le ) ,  espec ia l l y  w i t h  a

guy that  l iked to eat  a l l  the t ime,  anyway.

Okay,  so what  happens at  that  point  now?

We1l ,  they fed us.  Those o ld sold iers opened up thei r  r ice--
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they carr ied a l i t t le  bamboo bag of  r ice,  you know--

and they opened it up and gave us some rice to go wi-th our

salmon and a drink of sake to drink it down with and some

o f  t he i r  c i ga re t t es ,  wh i ch  l e f t  a  l o t  t o  be  des i red .  Bu t

i t  t as ted  da rn  good  tha t  morn ing .  A f te r  a  wh i l e ,  we l l ,

there was two or  three more POWls who shor^red up then.

They loaded these ammo car ts-- two-wheeled car ts  wi th

big b icyc le t i res onl  they had shaf ts  on them, you know,

just  1 i lce a r ickshaw f re ight  t ra in,  I  guess--and we star ted

hauling anmo.

Now how many of  you were there a l together  here now?

Lle l l ,  I tm going to say twenty- f ive,  because I  th ink the

reason l rm saying th is  is  that  they kept  showing up and

so  on ,  and  they rd  pu t  us  i n  t hese  sha f t s  pu l l i ng  t h i s

ammuni t lon.  When we got  to  some l i t t le  p lace outs ide of

Ba tav ia  .  .

Was  i t  Se rang?

No ,  I  d l dn t t  go  t o  Se rang .  Bu t  t hey  pu t  t he  .  I  t h i nk

there was twenty- f ive .  there was twenty-one Amer icans,

and then there was a coastwatcher  or  two.  I  bel ieve

there was twenty-seven of us that wound up in what they

s a i d  w a s  a  d o c t o r t s  o f f i c e .  I t  w a s  j u s t ,  w e l 1 r  a  r o o m

maybe th is  long (gesture)  and just  wlde enough that  when

you laid down, your feet r,ras under the armpits of the guy
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They kept us there about two

Wel1 ,  l e t t s  j us t  back  up  he re  a  m inu te .  I { ow  you  sa id

that  they had interrogated you and when they were sat is-

f ied that  you were te l l ing thern a1l  that  you knew, you

then began to haul this ammunition. Now was this amrnu-

ni t ion being hauled f rom the barges in land?

Y e s ,  y e s .

About  how 1-ong d id You do th is?

Oh, about  two or  three daYs.

Was i t  fa i r ly  hard work?

WeJ-I ,  when youtve soaked your  feet  in  sal t  .  .  .  when

you havenrt  been barefoot  in  a couple of  years and soaked

your feet  a l l  n i -ght  in  sal t  water  and get  out  on these

roads wi th crushed rock on them, i t  seems l ike a l i fe t ime.

They d idnr t  g ive us too many rests.  You asked me a whi le

ago i f  I  was t i red.  I {hen they stopped to break there in

the nights--we went twenty-four hours a day--T laid down

in a mudhole,  and I  got  me some good rest  r ight  on the

rocks and the mud,  see.  So I  guess I  was t i red about  that

t ime .

About how many of you were there manning each one of these

ca r t s  ?

B u r g e : Oh, Just one and a Japanese guard. I think the guards were
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supposed to be pul l ing thei rselves,  but  they found us

so  they  pu t  us  i n  t he  sha f t s .

You,  in  ef fect ,  were pul l ing these car ts  as a cool ie  would

be pu11lng a r ickshaw, l ike you ment ioned awhi le ago.

R igh t .

Now did the Japanese harass you at  a l l  whi le  you were haul ing

th is  ammuni t ion?

No, the sold iers thaL were wi th us .  I  found out  la ter

that  there was probably a lo t  more surv ivors of f  the shipt

but  there was a pr ice on our  head.  The only way you was

going to surv ive was to s tay wi th the Japs,  because these

nat ivesrd cut  your  head of f  or  your  ears or  something--any-

th ing whi te that  could prove that  they had k i l led you-- for

twenty-five guilders or whatever the price was ' you knorrr.

So the only safe p lace to be was wi th the Japs.  Somet i -mes

a nar iverd come up and t ry  to le t  the guard take you of f

in  the jungle.  Wel l ,  no way;  herd keep you wi th h im'

because he knew whaL would happen.  Then herd have to

pu l1  t he  ca r t .

In  other  words,  the Japanese d id not  harass you in terms

of  physical ly  abusing you or  anyth ing of  th is  sor t .  There

was no h i t t ing or  shoving or  th is  sor t  of  th ing.

Oh ,  we11 ,  a  ce rLa in  amoun t  o f  i t .  Some o f  t he  guys rd  ge t

t i red and fa11 down or  something;  wel l ,  theyrd t ry  to

Bu rge :
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impressions of  these Japanese sold iers at

We l l ,  t hey  we ren r t  bo the r i ng  you ;  you  was  j us t  wonde r i ng

when they was going to,  you know, when i t  was going to

be your turn. 'tr le f igured that when we got this ammo

wherever  they wanted to go,  they were going to shoot  us

anyway,  so i t  d idnt t  make us any d i f ference.

I  was going to ask you i f  you ever  heard the rumor that

the Japanese d id not  take pr isoners.

No,  T hadnt t  heard i t .  But  when I  seen them shoot ing them

out  there in  the water  and,  you know, s t raf ing,  th is  is

why I  f igured whenever we get  where wefre going,  th is  was

the end of  i t ,  you know. You have a l l  k inds of  thoughts.

Do you have any thoughts of  escaPe?

We had  hopes  o f  i t ;  we  f i gu red  werd  ge t  away .  Bu t  a f t e r

we found out  that  we had 441000 nat ives want ing the reward

fo r  ou r  head ,  why ,  we  dec ided  werd  do  be t te r  t o  s tay  whe re

we were,  that  escape wi l l  come later ,  You know.

I.low you mentj-oned youtre hauling this ammunition for about

two days?

Soneth ing l ike that .Burge:
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Now where do you go f rom th is  point?

They  pu t  us  i n  t h i s  doc to r r s  o f f i ce - - t he  bunch  we  had - -

and they le f t  e ight  so ld iers there to watch us--a sergeant

and h is  squad.  They d idnf t  have anyth l -ng to eat ,  and we

d ldn r t  e i t he r .  They  go t  ho ld  o f  some  c racked  co rn  some

p1ace,  and they boi led i t  up.  No matter  how long you

bo i l ed  i t ,  you  cou ldn r t  chew i t ,  you  know;  you  j us t  swa l l owed

i t .  One day we found a snalce;  we k i l led i t  and ate i t .

Now th is  is  whi le  youtre st i l l  be lng quartered here in

t h i s  d o c t o r t s  o f f i c e ?

In th is  doctorrs of f ice.  So \ ,ne ate the snake,  and some

of  the nat ives going by seen us.  We woke up the next

morning,  and there lsas a b ig o1d p i le  of  snakes out  there.

Everybody that knew where there was a snake, they brought

i t  over  and tossed i t  up there by the door for  us so

weld have something to eatr  you know.

In other  wordsr  you were hungry enough at  th is  point  that

you were resor t ing to snakes and so on.

I ,Je1l ,  when therers noth ing e lse,  they were good.  The th ing

r{as was a l1 these goats running around there.  We kept

te l l ing that  Jap guard,  t 'Them goats are good to eat . f l

We1l ,  when they got  hungry enough,  too,  he said,  "A11 r ight .

Kl l l  one of  them."  So we k i l led one of  them r ight  fast ;  in

about  f ive minuEes we had i t  in  a f ive-gal lon buchet  boi l ing
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him, see.  This o ld sergeant  come up and he watched us,

and  eve rybody  was  go ing  a t  i t  l i ke  i t t s  a  ra re  de l i cacy '

which i t  was r ight  then,  and he wanted to know i f  he

cou ld  have  a  l i t t l e  p iece  o f  i t .  So  we  gave  h im  a  b i t e t

and he l iked i t ;  so he wanted some more.  So f rom then

on .  of  course,  l ike I  was ta lk ing about  walk ing on

these rocks,  some of  the people could hard ly  s tand up for

the  b l l s te rs  on  Ehe i r  f ee t  and  so  on ,  You  know.  He rd

st ick h is  head in the door and hol ler ,  r rBaaa!  Ten men,  good

feet . t r  I le  wanted you to go out  and chase down another

g o a t .

This went  on for  about  a week,  I  guess,  and the nat ives

got  wise to a l -1 Lhei r  goats d isappear ing.  So everyt ime

you td  see  a  goa t  ou t  t he re ,  You rd  see  a  l - i t t l e  k i d  up  on

i t s  back  r i d i ng  i t  wh i l e  i t  a te ,  You  know.  They td  j us t

turn them out  loose and let  them eat  of f  the vegetat ion.

So that  was about  the end.  By that  t ime,  we got  a l i t t le

r ice and stuf f  in ,  and bananas.  BuL a l l  the t ime we r^ras

the re ,  t hey  wou ldn r t  l e t  us  have  a  d r i nk  o f  wa te r .

So how did you get  water  then?

Theyrd ta l<e work deta i ls  out  and chop coconuts.  We got  a

rat ion of  coconut  ju ice to dr ink everyday,  and Lhen werd

eat  the coconut  out  of  the shel l - .  That  was the main th ing

we  go t  t he re .
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What sor t  of  work d id you do whi le  you were at  th is  so-cal led

d o c t o r  t  s  o f f i c e ?

Aslde f rom going out  to  get  coconuts,  noth i -ng.  They kept

us right there where they knew where . you know, they

didnr t  g ive you any chance to get  away f rom them.

And how many of you were there at this time?

I  bel ieve tota l ly  wi th the Engl ish and Austra l ians

and there was one or  two Dutch-- l ike I  say '  coastwatchers '

I  th ink i t  was twenty-seven of  us.

How long $/ere you there a l together?

About  two weeks.  Because one guy got  dysentery real  bad,

and they put him dovrn in a l itt le o1d shed down in a place

to d ie.  So i t  wasnt t  but  a few days la ter ,  he come walk ing

back in ;  he was at l  r ight .  Sone o ld nat ive had found h im.

Yarrow root  is  a whole 1ot  equivalent  to  our  whi te sweet

potatoes,  and he star ted feeding h im those boi led,  and

back  he  come.  He rs  a l i ve .  C ray ton  Gordon  Jus t  go t  h i s

address here a whi le  back.

But  la ter  on,  they took us on up t .o  a p lace cal led

Rangas Batan and put  us in  a regular  pr ison up there.  They

served us some of  that  baked every morning for  breakfast ,

so r  shoo t  .  I  don r t  know.  I r ve  go t  i n fo rma t i on  a round

here someplace about how long we l^lere there. It had bars

on i t ,  and they had Javanese and Indian pr isoners in  there,
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and so,  I  suppose i t  was l ike one of  our  s tate peni ten-

tLar ies or  something.  I t  was just  a one-story af fa i r .

Those  peop le  be ing  sho r t ,  t hey  had  bu i l t  p l a t f o rms  ou t  o f

two-by- fours and then a two-by- four  raf ter  for  a p i l low

and a t rvo-by- four  across the bot tom to keep h im f rom s l id ing

o f f ,  because  they  were  on  a  s l ope .  We l1 ,  t hose  peop le

were about  four-and-a-hal f  to  f ive feet  ta l1,  and when

you  pu t  a  bunch  o f  s i x - f oo te rs  on  the re  ( chuck le ) ,  you td

have to s leep k ind of  scrunched up '  you know.

l {ow how long were you at  th is  pr ison,  so to speak?

We l1 ,  I  wou ld ' say  abou t  t h ree  weeks ,  because  the  o the r

people had been in Serang in that  theatre for  over  a

month. Man, we was fat when we walked in there compared

to them; they had had pure hel l  in  that  theatre in  Serang.

Norv what  d id you do whi l -e you were at  th is  pr ison or  at  th is

J a i l ?

There again,  they just  kept  us locked up.  Theyrd take

one man at  a t ime and go out  to  the rest  room or  go get

a bucket  of  water  and so on l i lce that ,  you know. That

was  i t ;  t he  res t  o f  t he  t ime  you  j us t  s tayed  r i gh t  i - n  t he re .

But  as you ment ioned,  you were eat ing fa i r ly  wel l  a t  th is

p o i n t  y e t .

l 'Je11,  we werent t  doing anyth ing.  Tf  we got  a p iece of

yarrow root  for  breakfast  and a r ice bal l  in  the evening,

Burge:
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that  was a l l  i t  took.  But  these o ld boys in  that  p lace

up there at  Serang,  they werent t  get t ing that  much to

c d L .

Marcel lo :  Now were the Japanese doing the cooking '  or  \ tere you

doing your  own cooking here?

Burge:  They were doing i t  and br inging i t  to  us.

| farcel lo :  L l -ke you say,  there were only twenty- f ive or  th i r ty  of  you

h e r e .

B u r g e :  R i g h t .

l larcel lo :  So they were not  having to feed too many people,  actual ly .

Burge:  No.  They were get t ing some supPl ies in .

Marcel lo :  How was your  own heal th hold ing up at  th is  point?

Burge :  0h ,  I  was  do ing  a l l  r i gh t .

Marce l l o :  You td  been  a  p r i sone r  now fo r  a  l i t t l e  ove r  a  mon th ,  I

guess ,  by  t he  t ime  you  l e f t  t h i s  j a i 1 .

Burge:  Right .  I  probably dropped twenty or  twenty- f lve pounds,

bu r  I  f e l t  a l l  r i gh t .

l larce1lo:  Were you able to scrounge any addi t ional  c loth ing or

anyth ing,  or  were you st i11 in  your  sk iwy shor ts?

Burge:  I  was st i l l  wear ing s lc iwy shor ts .  LIe d idnr t  get  any

c lo th ing  un t i l  we  go t  i n to  Ba tav ia  w i t h  t he  131s t ,  and

they shared wi th us what  they could.

Harcel lo :  In  other  wordsr  you had no shoes or  long t rousers or

anyth ing  a t  th is  s tage ye t .
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on

or anything

No. Wetd take a coconut  wi th the husk of f  and bounce

j- t  on the concrete just  round and round,  and eventual ly

i t r d  sp l i t  s t ra igh t  open .  Then  you  go t  a  bow l .  Then  you

b reak  ano the r  p iece  o f f  t he  o the r  s i de  o f  t he  coconu t ,

and  you  go t  a  spoon  and  tha t r s  you r  u tens i l s .

I  d id p ick up a fez,  I  guess you cal l  them--one of

them turbans that  the people wear that fs  been to Mecca.

I t  was  l ay ing  a longs ide  the  road ;  i t r d  been  d i sca rded .

I  t hough t ,  ' rwe1 l  
,  I r l l  f i nd  some th ing  fo r  t ha t r t r  because

we s lept  wi th our  head on th is  concrete.  I t  began to feel

l lke thern coconuts;  i t  was going to bust  open anyt ime,

you know. So,  boy,  I  tucked i t  under my head that  n ight '

and I  hadnl t  any.  sooner got  la id down--of  course,  therers

no l ights-- than I  got  s tung r ight  there on the cheek.

There \^ /as a cent ipede in there,  and that l rdudert  l -a id i t  to

me .  I t  was  abou t  as  ho l  as  a  ho rne t ,  bu t  i t  go t  a l l  r i gh t .

Now whi le  yourre at  th is  ja i1,  are the Japanese more or  less

let t ing you a lone? In other  wordsr  are they harassing

you at  a1l  here?

No, they just  wanted us to s tay in  there and keep quiet ;B u r g e :
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t ha t r s  t he  ma in  t h i ng .

How long is  the war going to last  at  th is  s tage,  so far

as  you$ re  conce rned?

l le l l ,  we f igured s ix  months was going to be the length

of  i t ,  you know. "You can put  up wi th th is  for  awhi le .

Shoo t ,  i n  s i x  mon ths  we r re  go ing  to  be  ou t  o f  he re ,  and

eve ry th ing rs  go ing  to  be  a l l  r i gh t . t t

Okay,  so you ment ioned that  youtre here for  a couple or

three weeks, and then is it at this point that they move

you into Batavia to BicYcle CamP?

Yes,  they took us on in to Batavia then.

How far away from Batavia are You?

I  have no idea.

How did you get  to  Batavia?

They loaded us on trucks and took us down there.

And I  assume th is  is  a rather  unevent fu l  Journey?

Wel l ,  i t  was as unevent fu l  as you could be on s ix  mi les

of  mud roads thatrd bounce you around a l i t t le  b i t .  The

guards are as scared of  us as we are of  them, you know.

They kept  you pret ty  much under survei l lance wi th the end

of  thei r  guns and bayonets and stuf f .

I tve heard i t  sa id that  these Japanese sold iers appeared

to be rather  scruf fy- looking to the Amer icans and so on.

They were.  They have be1ly bands,  and one s ize shoe f i tsB u r g e :
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everybody-- tennls shoes.  Theyrd t ie  a s t r ing around

the i r  pan ts  l egs  and  so  on  to  keep  thedus t  ou t .  I t  was

a d i f ferent  army than ours undoubtedly,  but  theyrd had

a rough row. Theytd been marching.  I rve seen them,

though,  that  t f  they had to wash thei r  c lothes in  a

mudho le ,  t hey td  wash  the  swea t  ou t  o f  t hem be fo re  t hey rd

go to bed at  n ight .  They carr ied drums and had a wooden

p la t f o rm  bu i l t .  I f  t hey  had  t ime- - regu la r  o i l  d rum- - they rd

f i l 1  i t  up  w i t h  wa te r  and  l i gh t  a  f i r e  unde r  i t .  They rd

al l  get  in  that- - to me,  i t  was boi l ing water- -and take

them a bath.  They were c leaner than a lo t  of  people gave

them credi t  for ;  they t r ied to be under the c i rcumstances.

Descr ibe what  Bicyc le Camprs l ike f rom a physical  s tand-

poJ -n t .

We1 l ,  i t  was  ano the r  wo r l d  a f t e r  whe re  we rd  been .  I t

was a Dutch barracks and had cubic les in  i t .  The Dutch

army let  thei r  nat ives .  .  .  these were a l l  nat ive quarterst

you know, nat ive sold iers--Javanese.  The way I  understood

i t ,  the i r  fami l ies could l ive wi th them. I t  was dry,

and we all eventually got rice sacks and made us bunks

out  of  them on the wal ls  and so on.  So everybody had an

indiv idual  bunk,  and i t  was about  s ix  people to a cubic le

and guards at  each end.

I^Jhen a guard'd come through, whyr you had to holler
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I tAt tent lontr  and a l l  th is  s tuf f  r  You know. I f  somebody

d i d n t t  g e t  u p ,  w h y ,  a n d  d i d n r t  b o w .  .  .  y o u  h a d  t o  b o w

to  them.

Marce l l o :  Now i s  t he  131s t  F ie ld  A r t i l l e r y  a t  B i cyc le  camp  when

you arr ive,  or  do theY come in la ter?

Burge:  I  bel ieve that  they were a l ready there,  or  they brought

thern ln about the same tine frorn that Serang prison up

there where theyfd been.  I  donr t  know; there was so

much confusion and newness to i t  a l l .  There was some

Auss ies  a l ready  the re ;  t hey  we re  p re t t y  we l l  se t  up .

l ' l ,arce11o:  Ul t imate ly ,  Bicyc le Camp turns out  to  be a rather  large

camp,  does  i t  no t?

Burge:  They brought  everybody in there .  the Aussies and

the Engt ish and Amer icans--131st- -you know, and a l l .

Marcel l -o:  I  guess you guys of f  the Houston were a rather  scruf fy-

l ook ing  ou t f i t ,  we re  You  no t?

Burge:  I  imagine we were about  as scruf fy  as anybody theyrd

eve r  seen  ( chuck le ) .

l I a r ce l l o :  Were  you  s t i 1 l  k i nd  o f  d i r t y  and  so  on  and  so  fo r th ,  o r

had you managed to get  a l l  that  o i l  o f f  your  body?

Burge:  Wel1,  I  was for tunate in  not  having any fuel  at  a1l -

hard ly  on me af ter  swimming through so much of  that

d iesel  o i1.  But  some of  them, i t  burned them where they

peeled.  I t  went  two or  three layers deep;  they was a
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pre t t y  sc roungy - l ook ing  bunch  o f  l r dudes , r l

| Iarce1lo:  Descr ibe vour  f i rs t  encounter  wi th the members of  t l " re

1 3 l s t  F i e l d  A r t i l l e r Y .

Burge:  h le l l ,  we just  got  together  and ta lked and found out

thei r  exper iences,  and they found out  ours.  h le d idnr t

know they were there,  and they d idnr t  know we were there,

so  we  a l l  had  a  1o t  t o  t a l k  abou t .

Marcel lo :  Now you ment ioned that  there \ tas conunon shar ing here.

You obviously  d idnr t  have very much to share wi th them,

of  course,  but  they d id share thei r  c loth ing and so on

w l th  you .

Burge:  i r lhat  they could spare.  I  mean,  they had to look out

for  thei rsel f ,  you know. They d idnt t  have too much,

They  weren t t  ou t f i t t ed ,  I  wou ldn r t  say '  l i ke  a  regu la r

Army, you know. They just had rnaybe one or two pairs

of  shoes and so on;  they d idnr t  have enough to go around.

l l ;arcel lo :  Did you manage to get  any c loth ing or  shoes?

Burge:  I  d idnt t  r ight  then.  Then when we got  up in  the jungle '

they were get t ing so low thaE about  a l l  o f  us was wear ing

G-s t r i ngs .

Marce l l o :  I n  o the r  wo rds ,  he re  a t  B i cyc le  Campr  You  d idn r t  r ece i ve

any addi t ional  c loth ing over  what  yourd had when you came in.

Bu rge :  I  d l dn t t  a t  f i r s t ,  no .  Some o f  t hem d id .  I  was  co rn fo r tab le ;

I  mean ,  I  d l dn r t  need  any  c lo thes ,  rea l l y .
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Itarcel lo:  But you had no long trousers or any shoes or anything

o f  t h a t  s o r t .

B u r g e :  N o .

Marce l l o :  Even  a t  t h i s  ea r lY  s tage .

B u r g e :  N o .

l ' larcel lo :  Okay,  descr ibe what  the food was l ike here at  Bicyc le

Camp.

Burge :  We l l ,  i t  wasn r t  t oo  bad .  I t  r aas  r i ce .  I t  wasn l t  ou r

d iet ,  but  werd have r ice and some k ind of  s tew or  something.

I  got  ye l -J-ow jaundice there,  and the doctor  sa id

i t  was the grease of f  o f  pork.  The Japs r  .  .  a  hog

to them is  the hams and shoulders,  and theytd just  sk ln

i t  ou t .  So  they  was  l eL t i ng  us  have  the  res t  o f  i t ,

and wetd put  i t  in  these drurns and boi l  i t  up,  You know'

Na tu ra l l y ,  t he re rs  an  aw fu l  l o t  o f  f a t  on  i t ,  bu t  we

f igured we needed anyth ing we coul -d get ,  so you just  put

i t  on  vou r  r i ce  and  ea t  i t .

No ,  we  had  p len ty  o f  f ood ,  such  as  i t  was ,  i n  B i cyc le

Camp, I  guess.  I  donr t  remember being hungry.  They d idnr t

f eed  you  tha t  we l l  o r  t ha t  o f t en ,  bu t  s t i l l  you  go t  a

big d ip of  r i -ce and a d ipper  of  whatever  they had boi l ing

in the barre l .

I iarcel lo :  Now by thts  t ime,  do you have any eat ing utensi ls '  or  are

you st i11 using the coconut and so on?
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hle l l ,  I  he ld on to my coconut  for  qui te a long t ime.

Final ly ,  wetd f ind t in  cans and hal f -gal lon or  gal lon

buckets and stuf f  l ike thatr  You know. Everybody learned

to scrounge (chuckle) .  Whatever  you run across belonged

to you,  you know.

I  gather  that  sooner or  la ter  every pr isoner became a

scavenger,  so to speak.  Any i tem, no mat ter  how incon-

sequent ia l ,  could possib ly  have some future value to you.

I t  could a lways be made into something '  or  somebody would

t rade you an egg for  i t  or  something when you run across

them, you know. Noth ing went  to waste.  I f  i t  was mater ia l ,

why,  yourd malce a G-st r ing out  of  i t r  You lcnovr .  I f  you

had enough for  two,  why,  youtd g lve one to your  buddy

and  so  on  l i ke  t ha t .

Who was cooking the food here at  Bicyc le Camp?

I  be l i eve  the  131s t  cooks  were  ta l c i ng  ca re  o f  i t  t he re .

Did they have a very hard t ime learn ing how to cook that

r i c e  ?

I t  a lways tasted good to me.  L le had a cook of f  the ship--

hels  dead now--and he was an o ld China Hand.  He cooked

the r ice in  what  they cal led b ig Y- johns.  They were about

three feet  across and maybe a foot  deep,  k ind of  shal lowed

out .  Youtd cook your  r ice in  there wi th a b ig wooden cover

on  i t .  They  made  good  s teamed  r i ce .  The  bes t  o f  i t  was
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wirat had stuck to the botLom. When theyrd take the r ice

out,  you know, then youtd get that burnt r ice, and that

was good,

Hor,r  was the qual i ty  of  the r ice here? In other  words,

was i t  the sweepings of f  o f  the warehouse f loors? lJas

i t  wormy or  anyth ing of  that  nature?

I  d idnr t  pay any at tent ion to i t  there.  When we got  up

in the jungl -e,  i t  got  to  be hal f  rocks and l r /orms,  but

down there i t  wasnt t  bad.  When I  had that  ye l low jaundice,

which is  hepat i t is  now, a l l  I  could have to eat  was the

water  f rom the f i rs t  washing of  the r ice and a pound of

granulated sugar every day.  I  got  wel l ,  so I  guess thatrs

why.  You know, the water  would be real  s tarchy f rom rvhere

they td  wash  the  r i ce ,  and  the re  was  t rash  i n  i t .  I t  was

ve ry  unpa l -a tab le ,  bu t  I  wasn l t  go ing  to  ge t  any th ing  e l se .

The  doc to r  sa id ,  t tD r i nk  i t r ' r  so  I  d rank  i t ,

Let ts  ta lk  a l i t t le  b i t  more about  your  bout  wi th yel low

jaundice.  I  assume that  you came down wi th th is  very

short ly  af ter  you arr i -ved at  Bicyc le Camp.

Yes,  I  hadnrt  been there maybe a couple of  weeks.

Dld you have to go to s ickbay?

I  d id eventual ly ,  because I  was starv ing to death '  Everyt ime

I td  ge t  up  the re  and  sme l l  t ha t  s tu f f ,  I l d  ge t  so  s i ck  I

couldnl t  face going through the chow l ine.  When i t  gets
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so you canr t  eat  at  a l l ,  I  went  and made s ick cal l  and

to ld  t hem how I  was .  O f  cou rse ,  by  t ha t  t ime ,  I  was

yel low and my eyebal ls  were yel low and everyth ing;  i t

wasnrt  hard for  them to te l l  what  I  had.  But  rve had

no  med ica t i on ,  so  t ha t l s  when  they  gave  me  th i s  d ieL

of  r ice \ " /a ter  and granulated sugar.

Evident ly ,  granulated sugar rqas re lat ive ly  easy to come

b v .

Marce l l o :
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I  dont t  know where they got

d idn r t  have  i t  on  t he  mess

had  i t  t he re .

Desc r l be  wha t  t he  hosp i t a l

at  Bicyc le Camp.

i t  i n  t he  hosp i t a l .  We

l ine or  anyth ing,  but  they

fac i l i t ies r^ /ere 1 i -ke here

We11,  we just  had a rnake-shi f t  bunk and noth ing to go

wi th i t r  
,you 

know. There wasnrt  any such th i -ng as

aspi r ins or  bed pans or  anyth ing e lse that  I  know of .

They just  put  you of f  here in  th is  room so that  you

d idn l t  sp read  i t ;  i t  was  i so la t i on ,  I  guess  you 'd  ca l l

i t .  You sat  there and stared at  the wal l  unt i l  t ime

to dr ink your  r ice water  again.

Is  th is  more or  less an atap-Lype hut  that  youtre in?

I t  seemed to me l ike a l l  those bui ld ings had that  red

t i l e  on  them,  i f  I fm  no t  m is taken ,  i n  Java .

So  you  rea11y  don ' t  ge t  t he  a tap  bu i l d i ngs  un t i l  you  ge tl ' larce1lo:
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up i -nto the jungl -e,  I  guess.

I , lhen you get  up in to the jungler .  then everyth ing is  atap.

How long were you in th is  hospi ta l  a l together?

Jus t  f ou r  o r  f i ve  days .

Did i t  appear to be a re lat ive ly  sani tary p lace and so on?

Not to our  s tandards,  but  they d id the best  they could wi th

what  they had.  I t  was Amer ican doctors and Dutch doctors

and so on l ike that ,  so the Japs d idnr ' t  have anyth ing to

do wl th us in  there.  But  thei r  idea of  to i le t  t issue is

a  bo t t l e  o f  wa te r .

Wel l  ,  le t f  s  ta lk  a 1 i t t le  b i t  about  the to i le t  and shor . rer

fac l l i t ies here at  Bicyc le Camp. Yourve just  ment ioned

the  sub jec t ,  so  l e t r s  pu rsue  i t  a  1 i t t 1e  b i t  f a r t he r .

We11,  there were spigots here and there wi th running water

in them, and i t  had a h igh sul fur  content .  I  got  an

u l ce r  s ta r ted  on  my  l eg  f ron  sc ra t ch ing  a  mosqu i t o  b i t e t

I  guess.  Anyrvay,  i t  was a break in  the sk in,  and i t

got  about  as b ig around as your  l i t t le  f ingernai l .  I

just  s tar ted le t t ing that  water  run in  i t ,  and i - t  cured

i t  up .  We l1 ,  iE  t as ted  l i ke  su l f u r r  You  know,  b rack i sh

and sul - fur ish.

The Dutch commodes are just  a hole in  the f loor

wi th two foot  t racks in  concrete up there.  Yourd squat

down there,  and then they had bot t les of  water  l ined up
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t he re ,  and  you td  wash  you rse l f  o f f  w l t h  i t .  I t  was

di f ferent ,  but  you get  used to anyth ingr  You know, when

therers no other  r^ray to go.

i r lhat  were the shower and bath ing fac i l i t ies l ike here

at  Bicyc le Carnp?

Wel1,  you just  got  your  mess gear-- I  th tnk they gave us

a  1 i t t 1e  sa l t  wa te r  soap  the re ,  t oo - -and  you td  j us t  we t

down and soap down and rinse off.

In  other  words r  you real ly  dLd not  have showers as

know them? You were st i l l  us ing these spigots and

on that  were scat tered throughout  the camp?

I  guess they d id have showers someplace there,  but  I

donr t  recal - l  them. The bad th ings you dont t  remember.

Now when we get  together  at  these convent ions,  I r l l  run

into somebody l ike Schwartz.  He d idnf t  remernber us being

interrogated when we got  to  the beach unt i l  just  a few

years ago.  I  was te l l ing h im about  i t  one t ime-- i f  he

remembered i t - -and he d idnr t  remember that .  When I  to ld

him, i t  became per fect ly  c l -ear  to h im.  Tharts  the way

w i th  ou r  showers  and  s tu f f .  I t  wasn t t  t oo  bad  o r  I r d

remember i t ,  see.  But  there are some th ings .  any

day yout11 ta lk  to somebody,  t 'Do you remember th is?r l

r rNo . l t  Then  they r l l  ask  me  do  I  r emember  t ha t - - l lNo . r r

Bu t  when  they  te1 l  you  abou t  i t ,  i t r 1 l  a l l  come  back  to  you .

\{e

S O
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l.I,arcello : As you recall , were you able to keep relatively clean

here at  Bicyc le CamP?

B u r g e :  O h ,  y e s .  Y e s ,  Y e s .

Marcel lo :  Could you take baths wi th a cerLaLn degree of  f requency?

Were there any restr ic t ions on th i -s  sor t  of  th ing?

Burge:  No.  I  Just  remember th is  one spigot  that  I  a lways used;

i t  s tuck about  three feet  out  of  the ground on a p ipe.

But  they never  shut  the r^ /ater  of f  or  anyth ing.

Marcel lo :  Did you go on work par t ies whi le  you were in  Bicyc le Camp?

Burge:  Yes,  we had some deta i ls  there.  I  donr t  remember just  how

long we were there.  But  I  know theyrd take us out  in  t rucks;

i t  wasnt t  very far .  There were so many peoPle wi th guards.

Werd  have  d i f f e ren t  j obs  t o  do .  I  don f t  r ea11y  remember

much about  the outs ide deta i ls  unt i l  we got  up to Slngapore.

Marce l l o :  I s  i t  sa fe  t o  say ,  t hen ,  t ha t  t he  wo rk  pa r t i es  t ha t  wen t

out  of  Bicyc le Camp were sporadic or  in f requent  and th ings

of  that  naLure? In other  wordsr  You indiv idual ly  would

not  be going out  every day on a work par ty  as such.

B u r g e :  N o .  N o .

Harcel lo :  Did some people volunteer  to go out  on work par t ies in  order

to rel ieve the monotonv and boredom?

Burge: Oh, yes. We11, that and what you might be able to steal

or  p i ck  up  somep lace ,  you  know,  t o  be t te r  you rse l f .

Marcel lo :  Do you reca11 any of  the sor t  of  work that  you d id when
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you  wen t  on  these  pa r t i es?

I  get  them confused q i th Saigon,  but  I  bel ieve that  most

of  the work par t ies I  remember .  .  .  I  be l ieve there

was a Dunlop Ti re and Rubber Company there,  and werd

go out  and inventory r i res and motor  spare par ts  and

s tu f f  l i ke  t ha t .  I t  wasn r t  t oo  much  o f  t haL  p i ck -and -

shovel  work.

I  guess you were doing a lo t  of  c lean-up work and so

on here f rom the war damage and so on.

We1l ,  there hadn' t  been that  much war damage at  the t i -me

done in Batavia,  I  donr t  th ink.  But  they were col lect ing

thei r  1oot ,  you know, and they wanted to know how many

truck t i res were in  th is  s tack and how many of  these

spa re  pa r t s  ove r  he re .  0 f  cou rse ,  we  wou ld  sabo tage

thera when we could . break the seals on the spare

parts  to where the a i r  could get  to  them. I laybe i f  they

wasnrt  watching you too c loser  you could take a leak over

a  bunch  o f  t hem where  they rd  rus t  qu i cke r .  O r  you rd

get  down lns lde these stacks of  t i res and t ry  to cut

them wi th a nai l  or  whatever  you could f ind,  you know--

mess them up where we could.  But  there again,  we d idnt t

f igure they was going to use them, because h ie was going

to  ge t  l i be ra ted  any t ime .

Letrs ta l -k  a 1 i t t le  b i t  about  the Japanese guards here atl { a r ce11o :
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Bicycle Camp. I  assume they st i l1  are Japanese guards

a t  t h l s  po in t .

I  th ink that  they were st i l l  Japanese guards in  Batavia.

What  sor t  of  procedures d id you have to fo l low in thei r

p resence?

I f  you smoked,  you had to have a bucket  wi th you a l l  the

t ime--something to put  your  c igaret te out  in .  You had to

carry that  on your  bel t .  You had to bow to them al l  the

t ime;  anyt ime that  you seen themr You bowed to them.

Some of  the o ld boys,  i f  they d idnr t  bow to them

or got  caught  swip ing something .  .  .  i f  you fo l lowed

thel r  s tupid ru les--which seemed stupid to us--you got

a long pret ty  good there.  The Japanese guards werent t

anyway as near as feroc ious as the Korean guards we got

later  on.  Theyrd take guys and make them kneel  wi th a

bamboo behind thei r  legs and stuf f  l ike that ;  face the

sun for  ten or  f i f teen .  .  .  you know, as long as the

sun was shining and maybe stay that way for overnight or

someth ing .  I t  was  p re t t y  c r i pp l i ng ;  t he re  wasn r t  any th ing

permanent  about  i t  probably.  Theyld s lap them around some.

Now let ls  back up here a minute,  I , Ihen you ta lk  about  the

guards p lac ing the bamboo poles and so on behind the legs,

you t re  re fe r r i ng  t o  t he  Ko rean  gua rds  l a te r  on?

No, some of  i t  was done at  Bicyc le Camp.Burge :
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I { , a r ce l l o :  0h ,  i s  t ha t  co r rec t?

Burge :  Tn  Ba tav ia r  yes .

Marcel lo :  What  was the usual  fornr  of  corporal  punishment  that

mlght  occur  here at  BicYcle CamP?

Burge:  Wel1,  as a ru1e,  they kept  Lhem around the guardhouse.

Thevld hold a rock over  thei r  head or  kneel  them wi th

th is  bamboo behind thei r  lcnees or  something l ike that .

What  we cal led I 'bashingst '  werenr t  too f requent  by the

Japs.  They d idnt t  work thei rsel f  up in to a la ther  l ike

the Koreans d id la ter  on '  You know.

Marce l l o :  I n  o the r  wo rds ,  t he  Japanese ,  t hen ,  ac tua l l y  d idn r t  bea t

you around too much here at  Bicyc le Camp.

Burge :  I t  wasn r t  nea r  as  bad  i n  B i cyc le  Camp as  i t  go t  l a te r  on '

n o .

lu larcel lo :  Are there very many Japanese here at  Bicyc le Camp?

Burge:  There seerned to be enough of  them. They was everyplace

you l -ooked.  We had a fence around us,  of  course,  and

eve ry thLng .

Marce l l o :  I s  i t  sa fe  t o  say  t ha t  you  t r i ed  t o  have  as  f ew  re la t i ons

wi th the Japanese guards as possib le?

Burge:  Oh,  yes.  You ignored them l ike the p lague,  because they

were so easy to misunderstand.  Then you was in t rouble.

The best  th ing you could do was just  s tay away f rom them.

Marcel lo :  \ ' Ie11,  now you ment ioned something here,  and maybe we need
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t o  Jus t  pu rsue  th i s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  f a r t he r .  You  men t j - oned

that  i t  r^ /as so easy for  the pr isoners or  the Japanese

guards to misunderstand one another fs  in tent ions.  Is

i t  perhaps safe to say that  by h i t t ing you or  beat ing

you the Japanese guard f igured th is  was the only way

he could make you understand what  he wanted you to do?

I  hate to say i t rs  a form of  communicat ion,  but  maybe

t h a t l s  w h a t  i t  w a s .

Burge:
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l ea rn  ben jo  f o r  r es t room

l ike thatr  you know.

something to do wi th i t

d i dn f t  t ake  you  nea r  as

and mizu for  water  and

. I r

long to

things

And ts i t  safe to say that there were occasions when

the pr isoners actual ly asked for a beat ing or a slap

or a kick or something?

I t  i s  i f  t ha t f s  t he i r  f o rm  o f  pun i shmen t ,  and  i f  you tve

been to ld that  your l l  have a can wi th you a l l  the t i rne

i f  you r re  smok ing  a  c i ga re t t e ,  o r  t ha t  you l l l  bow  to  t hem

when you see them and a l l  th is  s tuf f .  I f  you got  a

l i t t 1e  ca re less  i n  any  respec t ,  why ,  t ha t  was  the i r  f o rm

o f  ge t t i ng  you r  a t t en t . i on .

Did you observe that  physical  punishment  was a way of

l i fe  in  the Japanese army?

Oh,  yes ,  y€s .  I f  you  see  a  co lone l  s l ap  a  cap ta in  i n  t heBurge :
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morningr  you know that  one of  you is  going to get  i t

before n ight ,  because each one of  thern wi l l  save face.

The capta i -n,  he gets the l ieutenant ,  and the l ieutenant

gets the master  sergeant ,  and the master  sergeant  gets

the sergeant ,  and the sergeant  gets the corporal .

When  you  see  a  l i t t l e t t no -s ta r "  ou t  t he re  ge t  i t ,  whY ,

hers going to look around unt i l  he f inds a pr isoner

someplace doing something wrong,  and he can beat  on

him before he goes to bed.  Thatrs the way they save

f a c e .

I  gather  i t  wasnrt  too good an idea to t ry  and get  on

fr lendly terms wi th any of  the guards,  because they

could turn at  anyt ime or  would turn at  anyt ime.

Wel l ,  I  never  had that  much to do wi th them there in

Bicyc le Camp. They had thei r  ru les,  and they was going

to knock you around i f  you d idnl t  obey them; so the best

th ing to do when you d id come in contact  wi th them was

do l ike they asked and go about  your  business.  I f  you

got  a l i t t le  1ax or  got  caught  doing something you

shou ldn r t r you  go t  t he  pun i shmen t .

Did they f requent ly  inspect  the barracks here at  Bicyc le

Camp ?

They were l - iab le to

through at  regular

r^ralk through anytime; they walked

intervals .  There was one bov of f

Burge:
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the ship that  i rad an epi lept ic  f i t  one t ime.  He was

a b lg o ld boy.  He was bal -d-headed,  and the sof t  spot

had never  healed in  the top of  h is  head;  you could see

hls hear t  beat .  He threw one f j - t ,  and i t  took a whole

bunch of  us to hol -d h i -m dovm, because he was a b ig '

s t rong o1d boy.  The Japs come rushing up there wi th

thei r  r i f les i  they d idnr t  know what  was going on.  When

they seen h is  pulse beat ing in  the top of  h is  head and

the antLcs he was going through and f roth lng and so

on . and what we was trying to do was get his tongue

out  of  h is  mouth and a st ick in  there so he wouldnt t

b i te  i t  and so on.  From then on,  when they heard a

commotLon l ike that ,  they d idn| t  come around;  boy,  theyld

Just  s tay gone.  They were scared to death of  h im.

You ment ioned that  you had to carry th is  l l t t le  bucket

around r,rith you f or smoking PurPoses r Were the Japanese

very,  very f i re  conscious or  af ra id of  f i res and th is

so r t  o f  t h i ng?

Oh, yes.  Yesr  yes.  They l tve in  fear  of  f i re  in  Japan,

because most  of  thei r  bui ld ings are wooden atap and h ighly

f lammabler  you know. When one house catches on f i re ,

t ha t  who le  a rea rs  gone  because  they r re  so  c l ose  toge the r .

Now are your  of f icers act ing more or  less as go-betweens

wl th the Japanesef

Marce l l o :
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Y e s .

In other words, orders are coming from the Japanese

commandant dor.m to your off icers'  and then theyrre

t rans fer red  on  to  the  en l i s ted  men.

Transferred on dovrn to the enl is ted men.  You knew

wha t  t o  expec t .  I f  t hey  made  some s tup id  ru le ,  t hey rd

te l1  t he  o f f i ce rs  and  the  o f f i ce rs td  ca l l  us  t oge the r

a n d  t e l l  u s ,  " D o n t t  f o r g e t  i t l r r  I t  w a s  J u s t  t h a t  s i m p l e .

I f  you d id what  they said,  they 1et  you a lone.

Now at  one par t icu lar  t ime here in  Bicyc le Camp, the

Japanese forced everybody to s ign the non-escape p ledge.

Do you remember that  par t icu lar  inc ident?

O h ,  y e s .  Y e s .

D e s c r i b e  i t .

We1-1,  again,  the word was passed dovm, r rGo s ign your

namert r  or  somebody e lsels  name or  whateverr  you know.

But  th is  was when we f i rs t  was going to get  a record

rnade of  us.  I t  d idnr t  mean anyth ing.  Wtry get  out  there

in the sun and get  beat  on for  three or  four  days and

then s ign i t  anpay? You to ld each other ,  r tNow I rm

go ing  to  s i gn  i t ,  bu t  I lm  l y i ng .  My  word rs  no  good  to

these  peop le . "  I t .  was  Jus t  a  way  o f  ge t t i ng  i t  ove r

w i th ,  you  know.  We fd  sen t  ou t  a  pos tca rd  one  ! ime . .

Here in  Bicyc le Camp?Marce l l o :
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In Bicyc le Camp, I  bel ieve i t  was.

Do  you  reca l1  t ha t  pos tca rd?

We l l ,  i t  has  been  so  l ong  ago  tha t  l rm  t r y i ng  t o  keep

i t  honest ,  but  i t  seems to me l ike we d id get  to  send

one ln Bicyc le Camp. I t  just  keeps coming back to me

that  we d id get  to  send one that  was a l ready made up.

Y o u  h a d  t o  s a y ,  t t l  a m  w e l l  , f r a n d t r l  a m  a  p r i s o n e r  o f  t h e

Japanese Imper i .a l  Army. t t  The only th lng that  they 1et

you do was put  down one sentence,  r r l  am wi th so-and-so

fr lend. t r  So I  put  down that  I  was wi th Elmo Kennedy,  and

Elmo Kennedy put  down that  he was wi th me,  because our

parents knew that  r , re knew each other ,  see.  So by get t ing

one from him, they in turn could call rny folks and tell

them that  I  was a l l -  r ight ,  but  none of  these cards ever

got  back.  I  dont t  know whether  i t  was Just  to  make us

fee l  be t te r  o r  wha t .  I  t h i nk  i t  was  i n  Ju l y  o f  145

that  I  th ink rny mother  got  the f i rs t  card f rorn me.

Whi le you were in  Bicyc le Camp, were you receiv ing any

news at  a l l  f rom the outs ide wor ld?

No t  1ega l l y .

Le t r s  pu rsue  th i s  sub jec t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  f a r t he r .

We1 l ,  I  don r t  know how they  was  ge t t i ng  i t ,  r ea11y .  I t

was real  hush-hush,  but  we had a radio and we got  news

from some of  the Dutch a l l ies.  I t  just  f i l tered dovm,
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you know, bY word-of-mouth.

l " larcel lo :  I  assume that  you personal ly  never  saw the radios.

Burge:  No.  I  d idnt t  want  to know where they were.  I  r+asnr t

a radioman. If they needed a ParL and I \^7as on a working

party  around a radio stat ion '  everybody p icked up any

p iece  o f  w i re r  anY  tube ,  any th ing  e lec t r i ca l .  You

j u s t b r o u g h t t h e r n i n a n d g i v e t h e m t o t h e C O , a n d t h a t

was the last  you seen of  them, you know.

Marcel lo :  And I  guess at  that  s tage,  a l -1 the news you were get t ing

was  fa i r lY  bad '  was  i t  no t?

Burge:  Wel l ,  most  of  the news we was get t ing was Japanese-or iented.

I  th ink once a week they l is tened to some stat ion on

the West  Coast ,  i f  they could p ick i t  up under cer ta in

weather  condLt ions.  I  d idnl t  real1y know too much of

wha t  was  go ing  on  i n  t ha t  r especL r  because  l t  d i dn ! t

make any d i f ference:  f rJust  keep your  nose here,  and in

th ree  o r  f ou r  mon ths  we l re  go ing  to  be  ou t t  anyv ray r r r you

know. That  was before i t  real - ly  got  ser ious wi th roe.

Marcel lo :  I  assume that  for  the most  Par t  here you more or  less

had t i rne on your  hands at  Bicyc le Camp. You d idnr t  do a

whole lo t  personal lY.

Bu rge :  A t  B i cyc le  Camp,  i t  was  the  mos t  res t f u l  p l ace  tha t  we rd

b e e n ,  y e s .

Marcel lo :  I ,Jhat  sor t  of  recreat ional  act iv i t ies were avai lable here?
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We1l ,  I  d idnr t  go in  for  any of  them, but  I  th ink t re

had a boxing smoker one t ime.  They had a vol leybal l

cour t  out  there and th ings l ike that .  I  donr t  recal l

l f  they put  on any p lays whi le  we was there or  not .

Later  on up in  the jungle,  they put  on a l i t t le  p lay

l f  we had t ime on some specia l  hol lday or  something,

you know, to break the monotonY.

I {hat  contact  d ld you have wi th the other  nat ional i t ies

here at  Bicyc le Carnp?

Wel l ,  we stuck pret ty  much to ourselves.  Now some of

them sociaLized wi th the Aussies and so on;  they were

f ine people.  The Austra l ians at  that  t ime,  in  my thoughtst

was an Amer ican about  th i r ty  years before.  They were

a l l t t1e behlndr  you know. They was good o ld boys,  a l l

o f  t hem.

I  got  acquainted wi th th is  Punjab,  because he fasc i -

na ted  me .  I  d i dn r t  r ea l l y  know abou t  t . hem.  .  .  a  Gurkha

was  wha t  he  was ,  and  they r re  n igh t  f i gh te rs .  They t re  bo rn

and ra ised st r ic t l -y  for  the Engl ish army back then for

f ighters.  The Engl ish and Austra l lans sald that  they were

very dangerous.  Theyrd go out  on maneuvers,  and the next

mornlng theyfd have a b ig chal -k  mark on thei r  back or

they had chalk marks on thej-r gun buLts and things l ike

that. Theytd swear that they had been wlde ar,rake and
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scared to death a l l  n ight ,  that  nobody had been around

them, but  when i t  come dayl ight ,  theyrd been marked.

Those Gurkhas,  i f  you asked to see thei r  kn i fe,  theyld

polnt and cut the heel of thei.r hand and then hand

l t  t o  you ,  because  i t r s  t he i r  be l i e f  o r  t he i r  r e l i g i on

that  they never  pul1 that  kn i fe that  they donr t  draw

b lood .  So  they r l l  p r i ck  t he i r se l f  w i t h  i t  o r  s l i ce

the l r se l f  enough  to  d raw  b lood ,  and  then  they t l l  l e t

you  l ook  a t  t he i r  kn i f e .

So you say that  you d id befr iend one of  these Gurkhas

here at  Bicyc le Canp.

We1l ,  I  got  acquainted wi th h im,  because the Aussl -es

ln thelr talk, when you asked them about them, they

Just  in t r igued me; I  Just  wanted to know more about  them,

w a s  a l l .

Did you have f ree access f rom the compound of  one

nat lonal i ty  to  the compound of  another  nat ional i ty?

Yes,  i t  was Just  one fence around i t .  You could go

vLs i t  back  and  fo r th  t o  t he  Du tch .  The re  wasn r t  t oo

many Engl ish there;  we real ly  d idn! t  get  the Engl ish

unt l l  we got  to  Singapore.

But  d id they fence of f  each nat f -onal i ty ,  or  d id each

nat ionalLty s imply have separate barracks?

Separate barracks.  As far  as I  can recaLl ,  they r , terenl t  .B u r g e :
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Marcel lo :  How was d isc ip l ine being mai-nta ined in Bicyc le Camp

among the pr isoners? In other words, were you st i l l

obeying your off j -cers and so on and so forth?

Burge: Everybody was loyal to their  of f icersr yes. The discipl ine

l tse l f  came f rom the Japanese,  because the of f icers

were subject to the same thing we \^/ere. They were the

buf fer ,  and hal f  the t ime,  i f  one of  your  men d id

something wrong and you were the Amer lcan of f icer  in

cha rge r  you  was  the  one  tha t  go t  bea t  on ,  see .

Marcel lo :  Now were of f icers going on work deta i ls  here?

Burge:  To be in  charge.  There again,  to  be the go-between

betr^reen the men and the Japanese.

Marcel lo :  And there was no resentment  because of f icers were not

work ing?

Burge:  Oh,  no!  t lo  (chuckl -e) ,  I td  have a lo t  rather  been on

the end of the shovel than I would have been him if I

d id somet.h ing wrong.  You had to have some sor t  of

d i sc ip l i ne .  I  don t t  t h i nk  anyone  resen ted  the  o f f i ce rs

not  work ing.

Marcel lo :  General ly  speaking,  I  gather  the heal- th of  the pr isoners

here at  Bicyc le Camp was pret ty  good.

Burge:  I t  ! , ras pret ty  good for  what  theyld been through.  L ike

the group I  was in ,  thei r  feet  was heal ing,  and thei r

wounds f rom the o i1 where i t ld  peeled of f  the sk in,and
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pul l lng the car ts .  These o ld boys were get t ing over

the f i l th  and stuf f  in  Serang.  Now yourve undoubtedly

ta lked to some of  thern that  was ln Serang.  I  guess

that  was one of  the worst  he1l  holes that  ever  was.

We were for tunate to have mi-ssed that .

What did you tal-k about when you sat around and made

Ldle conversat ion or  had bu11 sessi -ons or  so on?

i t7el l ,  l f  you was wi th sai lorsr  You ta lked about  the

ba t t l es  we rd  been  th rough .  I f  you  was  i n  t he  131s t '

you ta lked about  Texas (chuckle) .  Before I  got  out  of

there,  I  could go f rom Jacksboro to Decatur  or  anyplace.

I  knew every s ide road;  I  knew al l  about  i t ,  because they

were-- the major i ty  of  them-- f rom wi th in a hundred mi les

at  the very far thest  f rom each other .  You knew everybodyrs

gl r l f r iend;  and you knew al l  the back roads;  and you know

old John Far leyrs barn down there;  and you knew where to

turn and go down that  road to get  to  somebody e lsefs

house and stuf f  l - ike thatr  you know.

What subject  of  conversaLion perhaps came up most  of ten

in  t hese  bu l l  sess ions?

Probab l y  f ood .

Dld you s i t  around and dream up menus and so on?

I^Ie d id la ter  on.  There wasnl t  too much of  i t  in  Java

yet ,  but  as we got  on through there and got  more i -ntegrated .  .
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l lke,  i t  was in  Java that  they took the of f icers and

non-rated men and separated us,  and then the rest  of

us got  more in tegrated,  You know. I t  took awhi le to

get  acquainted.  I  mean,  i t  does in  b ig groups l lke

tha t ;  t he  sa l l o r s  s t i ck  t o  t he i r se l f ,  t he  so ld ie rs

s t i ck  t o  t he i r se l f ,  t he  Auss ies  s t i ck  t o  t he i r se l f .

But  as t l -me wore on,  everyday you met  somebody e l -se and

got  more in tegrated and so on '  you know.

Were the Houston sai lors in  a barracks to themsel-ves?

As far  as I  can recal l ,  \ {e  werer  Yes.  We had our  ownt

and across the compound,  maybe s ix ty  or  seventy feet ,

there was another  barracks.  Sold lers l r /ere over  there,

and the Austra l ians lnere someplace e lse out  here.

There was no animosi ty  or  anyth ing among the groups,

but  we just  .  wel l ,  they knew al l  o f  each other ,  and

we knew a1l  of  each other .  We didnl t  real ly  ignore

each  o the r .

Therers a cer ta in amount  of  secur i ty  in  being around

your own group or in farnil iar surroundings or what-have-

You .

Around your  own group,  r ight ,  r ight .

Is  l - t  safe to say that  had you been able to spend the

ent i re war at  Blcyc le Camp, being a POIV might  not  have

been that  bad? In other  words,  belng a pr isoner-of -war
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is bad under any circumstances, but Bicycle Carnp real ly

wasnr t  " too  bad as  you look  back  upon i t .

Burge:  No,  i t  sure  wasnr t .  I t  was  about  the  bes t  there .  0 f

course, when we got in Saigon, i t  turned out to be al l

r l -ght;  but the tr ip through bui lding the rai l road and

scuf f  had taken so  much ou t  o f  you .  I f  you ld  jus t

stayed ln the Bicycle Camp, i t  would have probably not

have been too bad.

Marcel lo :  Wel l ,  here at  Bicyc le Campr You were c lose to c iv i l izat ion;

food suppl ies and food sources were c lose by;  they werent t

work lng you;  the shel ter  was pret ty  good;  and the medical

fac i l i t ies werenr t  too bad here as compared to what  they

would become later on.

Burge:  Rtgh t .

Marcel lo:  So al l  ln al l ,  Bicycle Camp was not that bad a placer com-

parat ive ly  speaking.

Bu rge :  T t  was  j us t  abou t  t he  bes t  s top  we  made .

Marce l l o :  Okay ,  l e t r s  desc r i be  you r  l eav ing  B l cyc le  Camp.  Do  you

reca l l  when  you  l e f t ?

Burge:  Not  the dates,  I  donr t .  I  th ink we l \ rere there about  s ix

mon ths .

Marcel lo :  So was i t  about  October of .  1942 when you lef t  there--somet ime

around there?

Burge:  September  o r  October .  The s t ranges t  th ing  about  th is '  I
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don!  t  remember when we went  f rom one p lace to another .

But my mother knew the year that I went from one country

to the other .  Shels got  that  ESP or  something.  When

I  came home, and she said,  I t In  such-and-such a year t

where d id you go? I  know you went  f rom one p lace to

another .  I  knew you was st i l l  a l - ive,  because I  fe l t  i t

when you moved."  I t  was st i l l  confused ln my mind.

The only thing that I remember when we left Java is

that  they .  .  .  donr t  ask me why they d id i t ,  but  they

dtd t t  each t ime you \^ Ient  f rom one country to another .

They take l ike a g lass st i r  rod for  a mixed dr ink '  l lke

a swizz l .e s t ick,  and theyrd wipe i t  across your  but t

and put  a smear on a p iece of  gJ-ass,  Then they put  i t

in an envelope with your name on it. What went from there

and what  they were t ry ing to f ind out ,  what  k ind of  a

disease they determi .ned f rom that  or  what ,  I  dont t  know.

But  I  know of  no one that  wasnrt  s topped f rom going on

out  the gate when you got  ready to (chuckle) .

Did they prepare you for  your  ex l t  f rom Bicyc le Camp'

or  d ld they just  suddenly te l l  you one day that  you were

golng to leave?

They just  d iv ided us up .  r  .  the of f icers above l ieutenant

junior  grade and non-rated men and shtpped them out ;  then

they shipped the rest  of  us out .  I  d idnr t  know where our

B u r g e :
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next  dest inat ion was when we lef t  there.

Marcel lo :  l^ Ias l t  k ind of  unset t l ing to know that  you would be

leaving BicycJ-e Camp, or  d idnr t  i t  bother  you any?

Burge:  l . Ie l l  ,  I  guess i t rs  the fear  of  the unknown'  you know.

You know what  yourve got  there;  you donl t  know what

you r re  go ing  i n to  when  you  l eave  i t .  So  t f  you r re

surv lv ing a l l  r ight  here,  why take a chance? Yes,  i t

was unset t l ing  to  leave i t .

Marce l lo :  Okay ,  so  descr ibe  your  depar tu re .

Burge: l , le l l ,  they just took us down there and put us on the

sh1-ps and away we went.

Marcel lo :  What  belongings were you tak i -ng wi th you?

Burge:  Oh,  what  l td  gathered up by that  t ime .  a G-st r ing

and a tLn can;  I  was st i l l  us i -ng my coconut  spoon,  i f

I  r eca l l .  I t d  hung  on to  t ha t  coconu t  bow l .  I t  d i dn r t

take long to pack (chuckle) .

Marcel lo :  But  you were down to a G-st r ing by th is  t ime a l ready.

Bu rge :  Yes ,  t he  sho r t s  we ren l t  f i t  t o  wea r  anymore .

Marcel lo :  Okay,  descr i -be th is  ship that  you were to use dur ing

th is  Journey .

Burge:  Wel l ,  the  f i rs t  one,  I  donr t  remember  too  much about  i t .

I t  wasn? t  t oo  bad  compared  to  t he  nex t  one .  O f  cou rse ,

they were af ra id of  Amer ican submar inesl  there were a lways

Amer ican submar ines out  there.  I t  wasnrt  too far  a t r ip
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f rom Batavia to SingaPore.

Now when you got  to  Singaporer  you were actual ly  going

to Changi  Pr ison Camp, is  that  correctr  as opposed to

Changl  Ja i l?

I t  was a Br l t ish barracks '  I  donr t  know what  they cal led

l t .  They had lef t  the Br i t ish r ight  there where they

were wi th thei r  mi l i tary setup and everyth ing e lse.  Al l

they took was thej - r  guns;  they took the motors out  of

thel r  vehic les,  the ones that  they d idnr t  take the whole

th lng.  L ike,  we had a t ruck there--a tank t ruck-- that

we went  out  and gathered peanut  o l l  and coconut  o i l ;  and

we had a f la tbet l  that  we used to gather  wood.  Yourd get

about twenty guys around it and push lt up and down the

h i 1 l s .

Now descr ibe your  Journey aboard th is  ship f rom Batavia

to Singapore.  l , lhat  wereyour guar ters l {ke aboard that  sh ip?

I^1e11,  they just  put  us down in the hold l ike cat t le .  They

had two layers of  you wi th wooden boards around the s ide,

you know. We was just  a mass of  humani ty '  just  l ike a

bucket of worms (chuckLe) ' trrlherever you could f ind a

p l a c e  t o  s i t ,  t h a t t s  w h e r e  Y o u  s a t .

I n  o the r  wo rds ,  you  cou ldn rL  s tand  up .

You could stand up i f  you got  out  here j -n the hold.  They

let  you go on deck for  so many'cer ta in hours to use the
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rest  room and so on,  which was bui l t  out  over  the s ide.

What  were condl t i -ons l ike down in that  hold?

Filthy. You didnrt have any Ltay to \^rash up or anything

l ike thatr  you know.

Were people beginning to have dysentery by th is  t ime?

Probably a cer ta in amount  of  them. There again,  i t '

\^ ras a bad p lace;  i t  was a bad memory,  and I  donl t  remember

much  abou t  i t .  I  j us t  go t  on  the re ,  and  you  had  a  ce r ta in

rout ine of  going af ter  your  food and going Lo the rest

room. That  was just  about  i t ;  you Just  s lept  and wondered

and looked out the hatch at the sunsh{ne and prayed at

n igh t  t ha t  you  d idn t t  ge t  h i t  by  t o rpedoes .  P re t t y  soon

we was in Singapore.

How did you get  fed whi le  you were aboard that  sh ip?

Theytd br ing buckets of  r ice to the top of  the hatch,  as

I  recal l ,  and youtd f i le  by and get  your  rat ion in  your

bow l .

How of ten could you come out  on deck?

Once  a  day  you  go t ' so  many  m lnu tes  up  the re ;  I  don l t  know

what lt was. They had machine guns tralned on you, and

you couldnr  t  go .  a l l  you d id was get  up there and

get  a breath of  a i r  and get  the stench b lowed of f  you

most ly .  Therers no p lace to take a bath or  wash your  hands

or anyth lng there.
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the restroom whenever you wanted, or

specif ic t imes when you went to the

I f  you had dysentery or  something,  Yourd te l l  the guard,

and then hefd ho1ler  at  the next  guard and so on,  and

theytd le t  you go.  But  they was tak ing you in grouPs where

you fd  be t te r  be  ready  to  go  when  i t  come  you r  g roup fs

turn.  That . fs  why there was very few .  .  .  l ike in  school ,

you  ho ld  up  you r  hand ,  I t l t ve  go t ta  go r r r  we l l '  t ha t  d i dn r t

do any good there,  because there was a grouP up there

l l -ned up to go.  So i t  was k ind of  hard to buck the l ine.

I  guess  th i s  i s  when  you r re  rea l l y  ge t t i ng  t he  f i r s t  t as te

of  what  l t rs  l ike to be a pr isoner-of -war.  Bicyc le Camp

was looklng bet ter  a l1 the t ime.

Oh,  yes.  Yes,  we a l l  wanted to be back in  Bicyc le Camp.

Fortunate ly ,  th is  par t icu l -ar  phase of  your  t r ip  d idnt t  take

too  1ong .

No,  i t  was a shor t  t r ip .  Those people that  srent  on to

Japan and stuf f  and got  up there where i t  t ras cold and

went  that  whole way,  I  donl t  know how any of  them ever

rnade l t .  Because i t  was bad enough just  about ,  I  th inkt

on our  three-day run or  something l ike that .

Thatrs in terest ing that  you br ing up the subject  of  the

ones that went to Japan. lf lhen you talk to the ones that

Marce l I o :
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wen t  t o  Japan ,  t hey  say r f r l  don t t  know how those  o the r

guys stood i t  dovm in the jungles.r r  Talk ing to you now'

you say that  you don!  t  understand how those guys \ {ere

able to take i t  up there in  that  co ld weather .

No,  not  only  that ;  they l ived under the sarne condi t ions

for  a month or  so that  we was under for  two or  three

days,  see.  So when you stop and th ink how rough i t

was on you, how would you have l-iked to have had two or

th ree  mon ths  o f  i t ?

Okay,  so what  happens when you get  to  Singapore.

Wel l ,  we \ ,nent  to  these Br i t ish barracks then.

What  were the Br i t ish barracks l ike here at  Changi?

Oh, they had bunks there. They had springs on them,

you know, and so on;  they werenl t  bad.  And you had

ba th ing  fac i l i t i es  and  s tu f f .  I t  was  se t  uP  on  a  h i l l

where you l -ooked down ln the harbor .  I t  wasnl t  bad.

Now thatrs  when we star ted going out  on work deta i ls .

Descr lbe what  these work deta i ls  were lLke.

We1l ,  we cut  down Just  about  every rubber t ree that  was

on Singapore and grubbed the stumps and p lanted a garden.

We thought ,  r r l ' Ie l l ,  boy,  werre going to eat  here.  The

onions are star t ing to get  green;  the le t tuce and the

rad i shes  a re  com ing  up .  Th i s  i s  g rea t ! t r  We l1 ,  t ha t r s  when

they marched us out  of  the: :e (chuckle) .
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Dld the Japanese g ive you the impressl -on that  th is  was

to be your  garden?

No, I  donr t  th ink that  they gave us any lmpression,  but

you d idnl t  see that  many Japs around,  and you f igured

I t  was going to be your  garden,  you know.

How hard was this work?

Wel l ,  i t  wasnrt  anyth ing l ike we got  ln to on the ra i l road;

you just  kept  moving.  You d idnr t  have any a l lo t ted amount

to do l ike r , re d id la ter  on and so on;  you just  k ind of  worked

together .  When you put  500 people out  here c leanlng of f

t h i s  f l e1d ,  i t r s  no t  l ong  un t i l -  t ha t  many  peop le ,  i f  t hey

just  walk back and for th over  j - t ,  c lean i t  outr  you know.

I  donr t  recal l  in  Singapore of  being overworked.

What  was the food l ike here at  Singapore?

Wel l ,  l t  wasnf t  what  we expected.  They to ld us we was

gotng to Singapore when we was on the way.  They saidt

t tBoy,  they have got  the mut ton.  They have got  lockers

fu l1  o f  mu t ton  up  the re .  Wer re  rea l l y  go ing  to  be  ea t i ng . r r

Now who was te l l j -ng you about  these lockers of  mut ton?

Or was Lhis Just  some of  the scut t lebut t  going around?

This was just  the scut t l -ebut t ,  you know. But  i t  was t rue;

they dtd have mut ton,  and i t  had been in those f reezers

s ince Wor ld War I .  I  donr t  know what  you th ink of  curry.

I rd never  eaten i t  to  amount  to anyth ing before;  where I

Burge:
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I^lell, this came

carnouflage that

f lavor .
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were,  i t  s t i l l  was not  very appet iz i -ng,

appet iz ing .  The fac t  o f  the  case is ,  I

I  f in ished al l  of  mine or not.  Then

the reguJ-ar old r ice and Japanese food

I^ Ie got  in  that  f i rs t  n ight  and .  I  donf  t  know.

An Amer lcan of f icer  and th ls  Engl ish major  got  to  ta lk ing.

The Engl lsh maJor was te l l ing h im, I tOh,  come on over  and

have a dr ink. t t  They were l iv ing,  as ide f rom not  having

arms,  l ike they 1 lved before the war.  r rYou come on over

to my quartersrr r  and he showed him th is  chicken house out

there.  He had about  twenty- f ive or  th i r ty  ch ickens.  He

was braggingrr r l tve got  my owrr  ch ickens and my o l rn eggs.

Man ,  eve ry th ing  i s  j us t  l i ke  i t  was .  Th i s  i s  a l l  r i gh t . r l

We1l ,  the next  morning br ight  and ear ly ,  the o ld

major  is  back up there looking for  th is  l ieutenant ,  and

hers very unhappy.  Hers accusj -ng the Yanks of  s teal ing

his chickens.  (Chuckle)  I {e hasnl t  got  a chicken one the

next  morning when he got  up.  But  hefs never  found a

fea the r  ye t .
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Did you steal  those chickens?

We l l ,  I  a te  p re t t y  good  tha t  n igh t .  I  wou ldn t t  say  I

he lped  s tea l  h i s  ch i ckens  ( chuck le ) .

I  understand th is  is  where you got  your  f i rs t  real

c lose contact  wi th the Br i - t ish,  and i t  wasnl  t  a lways

a  ve ry  good  expe r l ence .

Oh, they . . . now today, if you asked me who I had the

most  animosi ty  against- - the Japanese or  the Br i t lsh--

i t  might  sound warped to you,  but  I  would say the Br i t ish.

Whv was that?

We l l ,  j us t  a l l  t he  way  th rough . Now there were 60,000

Engl ish on Singaporel  there were i  .  i  I  donr t  know the

f i gu res ,  bu t  101000  o r  121000  Aus t ra l i ans ;  and ,  I  be l l eve '

6,000 Scotsmen.  h lhen they capi tu l -ated at  Singapore,  there

were  60 ,000  un inJu red  B r i t i sh ;  t he re  we re  200  o r  300

Austra l lans;  and there were e ight  Scotsmen.  Now does

that  s tar t  to  te l - l  you anyth ing r ight  there? Aside f rom

the way they l ived and their immorality and their f i l th

as t lme went  on,  i t  just  bui l -ds up on you.

Do  you  ge t  t he  f i r s t  t as tes  o f  t h i s  he re  a t  Chang i?

No,  not  too much there.  We just  k ind of  ignored them.

Af ter  we found out  thei r  mut ton wasn!  t  any good (chuckle)

and thei r  ch ickens was gone,  we d idnr t  have much to do

w i th  t hem.
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Do you remember any of the incidenLs lnvolving the so-

cal led "Kingts Coconutsr ' r  when the Amer icans were eat ing

the coconuts and the Br i t ish ev ident ly  were t ry ing to

p reven t  i t ?

(Chuck te )  Oh ,  yes .  "S .y  t he re '  ma te ,  t hose  a re  t he  k ing rs

coconu ts !  You  canno t  do  tha t ! f l

What  was the Aner ican react ion?

We kind of laughed at them. There was an ol-d truck down

there someplace,  and one of  our  guys was dra in ing some

oll out in a sardine can to make a larnp r You know, to

have something to burn at  n ight .  This  major  came along

and k icked h im on the foot  and saysr  t ' I  sayr  mate,  what

are you doing?' r  You know, he come out  of  there in  no

uncerta in terms--a b ig o1d boy f rom lowa--and to ld h im

i t  was none of  h is  busj -ness '  So they proceeded to cal l  the

corporal  of  the guard and lock h im up.  r rBul l r r  Roth was

his name; he d ied up in  pr ison camp there j -n the jungle.

He slept between me and Elmo Kennedy and woke up one morning

dead.  They took h im down there and put  h im in th is  pr ison

and made us br ing h is  l i t t le  bag of  belongings down there.

The f i rs t  th ing they d id was have an inspect ion the

next  morning.  One of  them whipPer-snapper sergeants that

the l irneys had walked over there and kicked his gear around.

I {e said,  t rNow st ra ighten i t  up again. t t  So I 'Bul l t t  proceeded
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to  bop h im real  good and heal thY.

They wanted to know his  h is tory f rom the of f icer '

and the of f icer  sa id,  l r t r le l l - ,  he was champion of  the

As ia t i c  F lee t . t t  They  weren r t  l ong  i n  ge t t i ng  h in  ou t

of  there;  they d idnr t  want  anybody l ike that  in  there

d i s rup t i ng  t he i r  j a i l - ,  You  know.

I t  is  t rue that  the Br i t ish more or  less ran that  camp '

They ran thei r  end of  i t .  They d idnr t  run any Amer icans

o r  Aus t ra l i ans .  The  fac t  o f  t he  case  i s ,  as  we  go t  on

up in the jungle,  those e ight  Scotsmen could handle the

whole Br i t ish army.  There wasnrt  enough of  them Eo get

in one group but they could whip the whole bunch of themt

because they d idnt  t  only  d is l ike them, they hated them'

The Austra l ians said Ehat  they wanted to t ravel  in  our

group;  they d idnt t  want  anyth ing to do wi th the Br i t ish '

Now did the Japanese guards more or  less stay away f rom

you here at  Changi?

A t  Chang l ,  t hey  d id '  Yes . We had verv l l t t le  contact

wi th them.

This was a huge camPr was i t  not?

Oh ,  yes ,  1 t  was  a  huge  camp.  I t  was  ve ry  se ldom tha t  you td

see a fence.  They had cer ta in h igh chain- l ink fences here

and there,  and theyfd have those b ig Sikh guards that  seemed

seven foot  ta l l  wi th thei r  turban on and so on '  you know,
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standing guard on them--without a gun or anything' But

they had thei r  exerc ises and thei r  dr i l ls  and everyth ing

Just  l ike there was no war going on there on Changi '

Okay ,  you  ac tua l l y  d idn t t  s tay  a t  Chang i  t oo  l ong ,  d id  you?

No .  Th ree  o r  f ou r  mon ths ,  I t d  say '  o r  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t '

I t  w a s n l t  t o o  l o n g .

L lere you k ind of  g lad to get  out  of  there?

Oh, no,  we was doing a l l  r ight-  There again,  we stayed

by ourselves,  had very l i t r le  contact  wi th the Br i t ish,

and the Japs werent t  bother lng us.  We had th is  h igh-and-dry

barracks on the h i l l - ,  and we was get tLng enough to surv ive

t o  e a t  f i n e .

Then they moved us out there one morning . they

marched us .  we star ted out  marching,  and we marched

across the br idge f rom s ingapore to Johore and up through

there a ways;  I  dont t  know Just  how far  we d id march.  Then

we got  on t ra ins,  and they took us on up past  Kuala Lumpur,

Malaya,  to  an is land of f  there somewhere,  and they loaded

us  on  these  sh ips .

They took you uP to George Town or  Penang'  wasnrt  i t?

Penang .  Penang rs  wha t  i t  was r  Yes .

Now was th is  a rather  unevent fu l  t ra in t r ip  up to Penang?

Oh,  no ,  i t  was  qu i t e  exc i t i ng .

hlhy was that?
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We l l ,  t hey  pu t  us  i n  t hese  boxca rs .  They r re  a  m in ia tu re

compared to ours,  maybe hal f  as b ig as one of  our  boxcars,

made  ou t  o f  me ta1 .  They rd  he rd  you  i n  t he re  l i ke  ca t t l e

and put  a guard in  wi th You.

As we progressed up through there,  thatrs  when we

f l rs t  s tar ted seeing Amer ican f ighter  p lanes.  They came

ove r  and  s t ra fed  the  t ra ins .  You l re  j us t  ou t  o f  one

tunnel  and into another  one;  I  guess hal f  the t r ip  up

through there was in tunnels.  So the engineer,  herd pul l

the t ra in in  there and h ide f rom the p lanes.

tr ' ihi le we was in there, whY, a few of these guards

every once in awhi le  would fa l1 out  unconscious and be

across the ra i ls  when the t ra in s tar ted up again then.

We got  to  Kuala Lumpur,  and th is  Japanese general  met

the train and wanted to know where his froops was. We

told them they were a bunch of  cowards;  that  everyt ime

a p lane would come over ,  theyld jump and run,  you know.

Dld he buy th is  s tory?

He l l ,  h i s  gua rds  we ren f t  t he re ;  we  were .  Wha t  e l se  cou ld

he do? Therewasnt t  no chance for  us to escaper anyway;

I  mean,  there was no p lace for  us to go.

Bu t  we ren t t  you  wor r i ed  abou t  some  so r t  o f  r e ta l i a t i on  i f

they had found out  what  you had done to those guards?

Wel l ,  what  coul -d they do? Maybe k i l1  ten of  us for  eachBurge:
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body or  something,  and how do you know youtre going to

be one of  them that  gets k i l led? I t  was just  a chance

you  take .

h lhat  were condi t ions l ike ins ide those boxcars?

We l l ,  as ide  f rom ge t t i ng  a  b rea th  o f  f r esh  a i r  once  i n

awhi le and get t ing out  ln  the open'  i t  was so hot  that

the guards had to leave the door open for  them to surv ive

the i r se l f ,  you  know.  They t re  p re t t y  much  o f  a  mess '  I t

wasnt t  long enough for  you to have to worry about  s leeping.

Some of  the guys passed out ,  and we made room for  them

and stuf f  and t r ied to get  them over  to the door where they

can get  a i r .  But  we were just  packed ln there l ike sard ines

in a can,  and a hot  can at  that .  Thatrs about  (chuckle)

the extent  of  i t .  When youtd get  in  these tunnels wi th

th is  coal -burn ing locomot ive up ahead of  you,  i t rd  get

pret ty  hard to breathe somet imes wl th a l l  that  smoke in

there,  but  we come out  the other  end of  each one of  them.

Okay,  so what  happens now when you get  to  Penang?

Then they put  us on ships agaln.  There was three ships '

I  be l i eve .

Now do they te l l  you where youtre golng or  what  youl re going

to  do  a t  t h i s  po in t?

No,  I  dont t  recal l  be ing to ld that  I  was going to Moulmein '

Burma.

Bu rge :
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Marcel lo :  But  th is  is  where you were u l t imate ly  going '

B u r g e :  Y e s .

Marcel lo :  Now descr ibe what  th is  ship was 1 l -ke that  you boarded

here at  Penang.

Burge:  This shlp,  the h is tory I  got  of  i t ,  \^ /as the Dai .  Nichi

l " l a r u . E n g l a n d s o l d i t t o J a P a n f o r j u n k l n l 9 2 l . W e

rode  i t  i n  t he  l as t  o f  t 42  0 t  t he  f l r s t  o f  r 43 .  I t  was

al l  Amer icans,  I  th ink,  on th is  one.  There was a thousand

Dutch on another  one.  we had enough locomot ives and

ral1s and stuf f  between the three of  them to star t  bui ld ing

the ra i l road.  They had put  a l l  the Japanese army engineers--

bra ins and so on-- that  were going to s tar t  i t  '  they

were on the shiPs wi th us.

There was no f-ights allowed at night. They was

afra id of  submar ines a l l  the t i rne,  even more scared up

there than they had been when we went  to Singapore '

So one day here come these L iberators that  come over

and star ted bombing us.  Those ships were so o ld that  the

shrapnel  would f ly  r ight  through the s ides.

The one that the Dutch were on . . . the reason I

mentlon it was that there was a thousand Dutchmen. A bonb

went right down the stack and blew up. There was 500

Jap sold iers in  the forward hold loaded wi th a cargo of  r j -ce.

The bomb went  through that  hatch and got  a1l  500 sold iers.
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When they got through picking up survivors, they hadnft

lost  one sol i tary Dutchman of f  that  other  ship that  got

sunk.

They st raddl -ed us,  and we had a l l  these ! 'b ig-wig i l

Japanese of f icers.  They run and jurnped in a whaleboat

and swung out on a painter away frorn the ship to cast

of f .  They came over  and st raddled us,  and the bomb

went  r ight  dorm alongside of  a l l  these l tb lg-wig l r  Japs.

You could lay there in that hol-d and look up in the aj-r

and just  see a l l  k inds of  power goLng up through there '

you know, these generals  and colonels and a l l  that  s tuf f

that  were supposed to be the bra ins for  s tar t ing th is

r a i l r o a d ,  s e e .

That  must  have been a rather  terr i fy ing exper ience.

We l1 ,  1 t  was  te r r i f y i ng ,  bu t ,  t he re  aga in  ( chuck le ) ,  t he re rs

no p lace to run and no p lace to d i -g a ho1e.  What  are

you going to do?

How long d id th is  at tack last?

Oh, they just  made two or  three passes.  Af ter  they had

sunk that  other  ship and st raddled us .  they had a

3- lnch .38-cal iber  or  something back on the stern of  th is

merchant  ship.  The Japs got  excLted and t r ied to f i re t

and they d idnf t  lock the breech,  and i t  b lew up.  I  bel ieve

i t  k i l led one Austra l - ian.  There was some Aussies back there
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and the gun cret / .  I t  s tar ted a f i re .  So these p i lo ts

sa id ,  I tWe l1 ,  we  go t  t hem bo th r t t  
" o  

t hey  wen t  on .  They

put  the f i re  out  and p icked up surv lvors that  day,  and

the next day we got into Moulmein.

Now I would assume that you were down in the hold while

al l  th is  was tak ing Place.

Oh ,  yes .  Yes ,  t hey  wou ldn t t  l e t  you  ou t  o f  t ha t  ho ld '

And about all you could see was when that bornb hit that

Japanese whaleboat  or  whatever  i t  was.

Yes.  You could just  see what  was f ly ing in  the a i r - - the

debr is ,  you know, and the bodies and stuf f .

Descr ibe what  condi t ions were l ike aboard th is  ship '

Wel l ,  there again,  there was a .  .  .  I  guess,  l ike any

slave ship,  you was just  jamrned in there together ,  and,

thank God,  i t  was only a two or  three-day t r ip .  I t  was

even fi l thier and a worse trip than the one from Batavia

to  S ingapo re .

Were you allowed to come out on deck at all while you htere

on the Dai  Nichi  Maru?

! .1e11,  i t  was Just  about  l ike the one going to Singapore.

You was a l lowed to come out  at  a cer ta in t ime,  and you

had to s tay below at  n ight ;  that  was a t rno-norr  going up

there at  n ight .  They were af ra id you rn ight  l ight  a c ig-

aret te or  make a s ignal  to  a subrnar ine or  something,  you know.
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They were real ly running scared up there with those

subrnarines.

Marcel lo:  Now how did you get fed aboard the Dai Nichi  Maru? Did

you come out  on deck,  or  was the r ice lowered down into

the hold?

Burge:  I t  seems l ike i t  was lowered down on that  one,  i f  I tm

not  mistaken.

Marcel lo :  And then was i t  d is t r ibuted down there in  the hold?

B u r g e :  Y e s .

Marcel lo :  Okay,  so you land at  Moulmein,  Burma. What  happens at

t h i s  Po in t?

Burge:  I^1e11,  thatrs  where we met the atap huts.  The Korean

guards came in,  I  bel ieve;  they were wai t ing on us and

took us over  f rom the Japanese sold iers.

Marcel lo :  Okay,  so th is  is  where you have your  f i rs t  encounter

wl th the Korean guards.  Now you ment loned the atap huts.

Did you stay a couple of  days in  the local  ja i l  here in

Moulmein before you went  up in to the jungle? Do you recal l

t ha t?

Burge:  Yes,  we had a stopping-over  p lace there somewhere.  I

guess i t  would have been the Moulmein ja i l ,  because

thatrs  about  the only p lace that  was there.

Marcel lo :  Do you recal l  anyth ing about  that  ja i l?

B u r g e :  N o t  a  t h i n g .  I  s u r e  d o n r t .
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Okay,  and then f rom there you go uP into the jungle.

Then we \^ient to the jungle.

Okay,  where d id you go f rom the Moulmein ja l l?  Did you

go to Thanbyuzayat?

We1l ,  \ re went  by k i los.  I  th ink we went  out  to  the 10

Ki lo Carnp.

In other  words,  you d idnr t  even pass through Thanbyuzayat?

Not  that  I  recal l .  We just  s tar ted out  through there

clear ing land for  the ra i l road.

Okay,  what  happens when you get  to  the 10 Ki lo  Camp?

We1l ,  they had bui l t  these huts ahead of  tLme for  us to

move in,  and we star ted going on work deta i ls .  There

was some of them . . . the Engltsh was ahead of us on a

1ot  of  l t  unt i l  \^ /e got  way on up in  the jungl -e .  oh,

I  guess,  50 and 70 Ki los was when we star ted tak ing the

lead in c leaning of f  the land and bul ld lng the br idges

and makl-ng cuts and f i l ls  and so on l ike that .

Okay,  le t ts  back up here a minute.  Now you get  to  the 10

Kl lo Camp af ter  1-eaving Moulmei-n.  By th is  t ime,  do you

know that  yourre work ing on a ra i l - road?

O h ,  y e s ,  y e s .

Do the Japanese put You through

or anything of that nature? In

you what you were doing and whY

any sor t  of  an or ientat ion

o the r  wo rds ,  d id  t hey  te l l

you were doing it and what
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was to be expected of  you and th ings of  that  nature?

Burge :  They  to ld  us  we td  d ig  so  many  cub i c  f ee t  o f  d i r t  a  day .

They d idnt t  g ive us much informat ion '  no.  You would

jus t  do  as  t hey  sa id ;  i f  t hey  saLd ,  t tD ig  a  ho le  t h ree

fee t  squa re  and  th ree  fee t  deep r l t  t ha t r s  wha t  you  d id '

l ' larcel lo :  Now were the atap huts a l ready bui l t  when you got  to  10

Ki lo Camp?

Burge:  They were.  They were bui l t  most  of  the way we went .

Marcel lo :  Had nat ive labor  probably done th is?

Burge:  Nat ive labor .  The Burmese and the Indlans and so on bui l t

m o s t  o f  i t .

Ma rce l l o :  Desc r i be  wha t  one  o f  t hese  a tap  hu ts  was  l i ke .

Burge:  Wel1,  I ld  say they were a hundred feet  long wi th a walkway

down the ru iddle and two decks h igh.  The f i rs t  deck would

be about  .  weL1,  the bed height  was a foot-and-a-hal f

or  two foot  of f  the deck,  and then theyld bui l t  another

one maybe three feet  above that  one-- theyld bui ld  another

deck--and leave the outside open around up there. The

bot tom one would be c losed ln.  We were get t ing out  in  the

jungle then where there v/as a 1or of snakes and animals

and,  you know, leopards and l ions and panthers or  whatever

thev  were  .  .  .  I  don r t  know.  They ld  keep  a  f i r e  go ing  a t

the end of  each barracks at  n ight  so noth ing would come in.

There were some pretty good-sized cat t racks out there sometimes
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in that  mud.  See,  werre get t ing up where i t  ra ins s ix

months.  You was mud to your  knees;  and then you had s ix

mont .hs of  dust  to  Your knees.

Marcel lo :  About  how large was one of  these camps in terrns of  the

number of  people that  would be quartered there?

Burge :  Oh ,  anyp lace  f rom 500  to  maybe  1 '500  o r  2 ' 000 .

Marce l l o :  So  they  we re  fa i r l y  good -s i zed  camps .

B u r g e :  Y e s .

Marcel lo :  And again,  they were made up of  a l l  nat ional i t ies.

Bu rge :  A11  na t i ona l i t i es .

l ' larcel lo :  Now descr ibe the work that  you were doing here at  the IO

Ki lo Camp. You ment ioned that  th is  ls  the f i rs t  camp

that  You went  to.

Burge:  I t  was pret ty  f l -a t  land there.  i {e  d idnr t  s tay in  l0  Ki lo

very long.  I t  was Just  k ind of  a warm-up for  when we got

on  up . l n  t he  Jung le .  We  d idn t t  hand le  any  ra i l s  o r  any th ing

t n  1 0  K t 1 o .

Marcel lo :  h lhere d id you go f rom 10 Ki lo  Canp?

Burge:  I  bel ieve to 30 Ki lo .  About  every ten mi lesr  You had a camp.

Some of  them we hl t ,  and some of  them we missed.  My b ig

stay wasnt t  unt i l  we got  to  100 Ki lo  Canp.

Marcel lo :  Wel l ,  now when you got  to  30 Ki lo  Camp, is  that  where you

began rnaking cuts and f i l ls  and a l l  that  sor t  of  th ing?

I^Ihen you h/ere at 10 l(i l-o Camp, that was probably relati.vely
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level  ground,  was i t  not?

R lgh t ,  y€s .  I t  was  j us t  k i nd  o f  dese r t  coun t r y  i n  t he re '

A t  30  K i l o ,  we  s ta r ted  .  .  .  you ld  march  abou r  f i ve

mi les in  each d i rect ionr  You know. Yourd go back down

the road and bring it up past the camp and then about five

more mi les.  Then theyld have somebody e lse on up there '

and then youtd go on to another  one.  we spent  the major i ty

of  our  t ime at  100 Ki lo  .  .  100 and 110 Ki lo .  We got

a l l  that  rough country through there.

Now when was i t  that  they assigned each one of  the pr isoners

so many cubic meters of  d i r t  to  move? When did that  begin?

Wel l ,  the f i rs t  t ime I  real ly  recal l  l - t  was when we was at

100 Kl lo  Camp. Probably back down the l ine,  i t  s tar ted.

But  up there i t  was such rough country that '  man,  you dug

days and days-- I  mean'  hundreds of  you-- to make a cut .

Al l  the d i r t  that  you cut  r  You took out  e i ther  s ide of

i t  to  make a f i l l -  on the other  end,  you know--r ryo-yo

baskets. r f  They were a gunny sack t ied on a pole wi th two

guys.  I lJe stayed there and bui l t  a l l  those cuts and br idges

and f i l ls ,  and then they sent  a bunch of  us back down to

70 Ki lo  and put  us to gandy-dancing '  Thatrs loading the

t ies and the ra i ls  and stuf f  to  bui ld  the road where werd

made the bed,  you know.

Okay ,  l e t t s  back  up  he rean inu te '  because  we ! re  no t  keep ingMarce l lo :
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th is  in  any sor t  of  a sequence no\^/ .  You f i rs t  go to

the 10 Ki lo  Camp, and you donrt  s tay there very long.

R lgh t .

Okay,  then f rom the 10 Ki lo  Camp, as best  you recal l ,

you proceeded up to the 30 Kl lo  Camp.

The 30 Kilo and the 50 Kilo and the 70 Kilo and the

100 Kl lo ,  I  be l ieve,  was the sequence that  r^ /e went .

L l ke  I  say ,  I  don t t  r ea l l y  reca l l  L t  because  i t  d i dn l t

get  rough enough to get  my at tent ion unt i l  \4 te got  to

that  100 Ki lo .  Then I  knew I  hTas someplace.

Bas i ca l l y ,  a1 l  o f  t hese  camps  a re  cons t ruc ted  i n  t he

same way.

T h a t r s  r i g h t .  T h e y t r e  a l 1

w e 1 l ,  i t ' s  j u s t  a l l  b a m b o o

get  enough land c leared to

ma te r i a l  t o  bu i l d  i t .

out  o f  a tap ;  theyr re  a l l  .  .

up there. By the tine they

bui ld i t ,  theylve got enough

Okay,  now let rs  ta lk  about  some of  the work that  was done

at  these camps.  In general ,  w€rre ta lk ing about  cuts and

f i l l s  f o r  t he  mos t  pa r t .

Rtght  .  and dr iv ing p i l ing.

And driving pil ing. How would you go about making these

cuts and f i l l -s? Now when I  say,  r rHow would you go about

makLng themrrr  I rm referr ing to the type of  implements that

you were us ing and what  would be requi red of  you and so on
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and  so  fo r th .

We had p icks and shovels and t tyo-yo basketsrr  or  woven

baskets to carry the d i r t  in  and a bamboo pole across

your shoulder  wi th the basket  or  the gunny sack or

whatever  the s l ing was.  Theyrd Just  f i l - l  i t  up wi th

di r t ,  and yourd take i t  out  there and dump i t  and come

back and get  another  load and take i t  out  and dunp i t .

In  other  words,  one man would be f i l - l ing rhese sacks

wi th the d i r t ,  and another  nan would be haul ing i t  awayt

so to speak. .

Yes,  wel l ,  i t td  take two men to haul  i t  away and probably

two or  three d igging.  You had to go together  on get t ing

these  me te rs  o f  d i r t  ou t ,  You  d idn l t  j us t  go  ou t  and  d ig

you a hole so b ig squa:re.  Ten men would have a hole

ten t imes what  you was suPposed to move by yoursel f .  You

al l  worked together  get t ing that  hole so deep and wide

and c leaned out  that  day;  that ls  when you l^rent  back t .o

camP.

In other  words,  at  the beginning of  the workday,  the Japanese

engineer or  whomever would measure of f  the speci f ied amount

of  d i r t  that  had to be moved.

By a cer ta in number of  men,  Yes.

Tha t r s  co r rec t .  L i ke  you  men t i oned ,  when  th i s  spec i f i ed

amount of dirt was removed, then the workday was over.
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You was ready to s tar t  back to camP.

Now is  i t  not  Lrue that  over  a per iod of  t ime th is

requl rement  was gradual ly  increased?

O h ,  y e s .

You mlght  descr ibe why and how th is  took p lace.

We1l ,  I  dont t  know why.  We found out  .  in  the f i rs t

p lace,  we I^ Ias stuPid.  We got  the a l lo t ted amounts out

so  we  cou ld  ge t  t h rough  a  l i t t J -e  ea r l i e r ;  t he re t s  s t i l l

day l ight  le f t ,  you know. The Japs reasoned,  r rWel l ,  i f

they can do that  much,  they can do more.r t  F inal ly ,  we

got  smart  enough to where you paced yoursel f ;  you kept

looking busy and just  couldnl t  get  anymore out  and i t

s tar ted get t ing dark before you was through.  Wel l ,  then

they rd  s l ack  o f  f  a  l - i t t l e  b i t ,  see .  I f  d  t e l l  t i r em the re

was a lo t  more rock in  here or  that  i t  was a lo t  harder

than that  was back there or  less people carry ing or  .

make up excusesr  You know. But  we f ina l ly  got  smart .

You were a l l  s t i l l  in  pret ty  good shape at  th is  t ime yeE'

too ,  we re  you  no t?

We were unti l we got . . , lrell '  we was going down. Our

food was get t ing worse.  This is  when \^ Ie s tar ted get t ing

the  sweep ings  o f f  t he  f l oo r  and  so  on ,  and  i t  wasn l t

get t ing through to us a1l  the t ime real  good.  They was

get t lng horse meat  in  rough boxesr  You know, wooden boxes.
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When theyrd pul l  i t  up there-- there agaln was your  s teel

boxcars in  the t ropics wi th no ref r igerat ion--you can

f lgure out  what  (chuckle)  shape the meat  would be in .

The green would be running down on the ground dolrn the

doo rs .  The  doc to rs  i nspec ted  i t  and  t r i ed  i t  ou t  a

l i t t le  b i t  and found out  i f  they washed i t  and boi led

i t  good,  nobody got  s ick f rom i t .  So we took whatever

they  sen t .

Now we mentioned awhile ago that this is where you en-

counter  the Korean guards.  Descr ibe what  they were l ike.

Wel1,  f l rs t  the Koreans had been under the Japanese for

400 or  500 years.  They had been brow-beat  by them; they

had no arms;  they had no r ights;  they were animals as

far  as the Japanese was concerned.  Wel l ,  the Japanese

had to ut i l ize them someway,  They couldnl t  get  them to

f ight  {n the f ront  l - ines,  and they couldnr t  le t  them be

behlnd them because theyrd shoot  them; so they 1et  them

be warehouse guards and Just  a l l  k ind of  fLunkies out  of

them, you know.

What were some of  the th ings that  these Korean guards would

do  to  t he  p r i sone rs?

We l1 ,  t hey  we ren t t  i n te res ted  i n  ge t t i ng  t he  ra i l r oad  bu i l t .

The Japs d idnl t  even want  them around on the work deta i l

or  anyth lng;  they d idnr t  l ike them, e i ther .  They was .  .  o

B u r g e :
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wel1,  they wanted to le t  you know they was in charge,  and

they got  pret ty  mean.

What  were some of  the th ings they would do?

We l l ,  t hey rd  s tand  you  a t  a t t en t i on  w i th  a  rock  ove r

your  head out  in  the sun.  I t  was according to what  you

did,  you know. Somet imes they was sat is f ied wi th beat ing

you wi th a r i f le  but t  or  a pole or  t ry i .ng to knock you

down by s lapping you.  They couldnl t  k i l -1  a mosqui to on

the s lde of  your  face,  but  they thought  they could .

oh,  there was one or  two of  them that  ! ' /as pret ty  good,

bu t  t he  res t  o f  t hem,  t hey  j us t  hadn t t  been  v io len t ,  L

guessr  you know, ra ised boxing or  f ight lng or  anyth ing.

They d idnt t  know beans about  i t .  I  th ink we.  run in to

one Korean guard that  r+as a boxer ,  and he couldnl t  h i t

you hard enough to knock you down wj th hls bare hand.

Did you have n icknames for  most  of  these guards?

Oh, yes,  l ike t t l iver  L ipsrr  and so on l lke that  (chuckle) ,

you know, whatever they looked l-j.ke.

Dld you personal ly  ever  get  beaten by any of  these Korean

guards ?

Oh,  sure .  I  dont t  guess  there  was

beaten eventual ly for some reasoni

fo r  revenge .  i f  the i r  o f f l cers

somethlng, natural l -y,  l ike I  said,

anybody that  d idnr  t  get

L ike,  i f  they was out

had been on them or

they was going to have

B u r g e :
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revenge before sundown. I f  you was the one that crossed

their  path, you was the one that got l t ,  you know.

Marcel lo:  What form did the punishment take, that is,  the punishment

that  vou received? Was i t  rnain ly  h l t t ing,  beat ingr  th ings

o f  t h a t  s o r t ?

Burge:  i^1e11,  somet imes i t rd be a r i f le  but t  to  the k idneys or

on the arch of  your  foot  or  a sr , r ing at  your  head or

somethi -ng.  Of  course,  youlve a lways got  an arm up to

ward  i t  o f f ,  bu t  l t  hu r t s  abou t  as  bad  on  the  a rm as  i t

does on the head sometimesr You know. Someti-mes it was

Just  o ld bamboo poJ-es--whatever  was handy.

Marcel lo :  Now where d id you say you spent  the bulk of  your  t ime

while you r^/ere working on the railroad?

Burge :  100  and  105  K i l o  mos t  o f  t he  t ime .

Marcel lo :  Okay,  le t rs  ta lk  about  the 100 and the 105 Ki lo  Camps.

Those t \ , ro are rather  in famous,  as I  recal l ,  because i t

seems l ike that fs  where most  of  the suf fer ing and the

deaths and so on and so for th occurred.

Bu rge :  I  go t  down  to  113  pounds ,  and  I  was  one  o f  t he  f a t t es t

guys J-n the camP.

Marcel lo :  Now by the t ime that  you reached the 100 Ki lo  Camp and the

105 Ki lo Camp, the rainy season had started at the same Lime

that the Japanese ini t iated the so-cal led t tspeedofr campaign.

Ts  tha t  cor rec t?
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Burge :  Yes .  Yes ,  t hey  we ren f t  do ing  the  wo rk  f as t  enough .

W e l l , t h e E n g l i s h h a d s u r v e y e d t h i s r a i l r o a d t h a t w e

bui l t ,  and they said i t  would take ten years wi th the

besL equipment  and the best  engineers to Put  a t ra in

o n i t . I n f o u r t e e n m o n t h s w i t h a p i c k a n d s h o v e l , w e

had t ra ins running on i t .  So that  was the k ind of  t 'speedort

Program theY had j -n ef fect '

Marcel lo :  Descr ibe how th ings changed once the r rspeedot '  campaign

was  i n i t i a ted .

B u r g e : W e l l r m o r e p e o p J - e s t a r t e d g e t t i n g s i c k r y o u k n o w r s i c k e r

and weaker,  and pret ty  soon they couldnr t  go out '  I f

you couldnf t  go on a work deta i l  l ike that ,  your  rat ions

w e r e c u t i n h a l f . S o y o u r r e a l r e a d y s l . c k a n d y o u | r e

a l r e a d y d o w n , a n d t h e n y o u ' r e n o t g e t t i n g a n y t h i n g t o

eat ;  they made a pret ty  good-s ized cemetery up in  there '

l " farcel lo :  What  sor t  of  work were you doing here at  the 100 and

105 Ki lo  CamPs?

Burge:  Making cuts and f i l ls  and dr iv ing br idge p i l ing.

Marce l l o :  Desc r l be  t he  d r i v i ng  o f  t he  p i l i ng .  Tha t r s  a  ra the r

i n te res t i ng  P rocedu re ,  I  t h i nk '

Burge: They put this A-frame uP in the alr or whatever you want

t o c a l l i t w i t h a p u l l e y o n i t a n d t h i s b i g w e i g h t . T h e n

y o u w o u l d g e t a b u n c h o f P O W t s b a c k h e r e o n a r o p e , a n d

they  ho11e r ,  t ' I " h i ,  n i ,  san ,  4 :  
t t  You f  re  pu l l i ng
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al l -  th is  t i rne;  when they hol ler ,  "Er t t  yo. t  le t  i t  go

and drop 1- t .  Then you pul l  i t  back up ln  the a i r  and

drop i t  again and move j - t  over  and dr ive another  p i l ing.

I t  was a l l  manpower;  there wasnl t  noth ing mechanical

a b o u t  i t .

Ev ldent ly  there was very few pieces of  machinery at  a l l

used on Ehat  ra i l road.

I  seen one bul ldozer ,  and I  donr t  have any idea where

i t  came f rom. But  to show you the Japanese d isc ip l ine,

there was a bunch of soldiers who come dovm through there

marching one day. Now this . we had the railroad

bui l t ,  and we was bust ing bal - last  up on th is  h i l ls ide

and r ryo-yoingr t  i t  barefoot  over  th is  pure rock,  you know.

But  by that  t ime,  we was l ike an o l -d horsers hoof .  I f

l t  hadn t t  been  fo r  t he  ra t s  ea t i ng  t he  ca l l uses  o f f  a t

n ight ,  theyrd have been an inch th ick,  I  guess.  But  l ike

I say, this column come through going to someplace. This

Jap that  was operat ing the bul ldozer  cal led one of  them

o1d boys over  out  of  rank.  I Ie  was a sergeant ,  and he

cal led th is  lower-rated person over  and showed him how

to star t  the bul ldozer .  Then he got  h in up there to

ope ra te  i t ,  and  he  k i l l ed  t he  mo to r .  He rd  p robab l y  neve r

seen  a  bu l l doze r  i n  h i s  l i f e  be fo re .  Tha t  se rgean t  bea t

h im unt i l  he Lef t  h i rn 1-ay ing there unconscious,  and he



Marce l l o :

Bu rge :

Marce l lo :

Burge :

Marce l lo :

Burge:

Marce l lo :

Burge
9 7

went and took his pl-ace in the ranks marching with

other  column. h lhen that  Jap come Lo and got  so he

he crawled up there and star ted that  bul ldozer  and

using i t .  Everyth ing hetd been to ld once (chuckle)

back  to  h i rn  a f t e r  he ld  come  to .

this

cou ld ,

s ta r ted

come

Now how did your  work p ick up dur ing the r rspeedorf  campaign?

Wel l ,  they just  kept  g iv ing us more and more to do and

worklng us longer hours. No matter how much they gave

you to do,  you d id more,  and then you was get t ing far ther

away from campr Like, you walked five miles through the

mud one way and worked all day in it and then walked

back at  n ight .  You was so exhausted you d idn?t  even

wash  the  mud  o f f  you r  f eeE ;  you  j us t  l a l d  down .

How did you eat  when you were work ing 'dur ing the f rspeedorr

campaign? How did you take your  meals?

They td  b r i ng  ou r  noon  mea l  ou t  t o  us .  We td  have  a  l i t t l e

b i t  o f  r ice in  the morning,  and then theyld carry i t  out

in  wooden tubs--a barre l  sawed in ha1f .  They had a deta i l ;

theytd carry i t  out  there at  noon and gJ.ve us another  rat ion.

Then i f  you wasnt t  too t i red at  n ight  and there was anyth ing

cooked,  you got  some when you got  back in .

trrlhat was it l ike working in the rainy season?

Pre t t y  m ise rab le .

Descr ibe what  i t  was l ike.
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We l l ,  you  go t  t ha t  .  i t t d  ge t  t o  whe re  you  passed

nud bal ls .  You couldnr t  get  anyth ing in  a basket  or

gunny sack or  anyth i -ng,  you know, these l lyo-yof  sr r l

yourd just  make a b ig o ld mud bal l  and pass i t  on to

the  nex t  guy  and  he rd  pass  i t .  You  d idn r t  s l ow  down

because i t  got  muddy or  ra iny or  anyth ing l ike that .

How did the ra iny season af fect  l iv ing in  the at .ap huts?

Surpr is ingly ,  they was pret ty  waterproof .  When the

ra iny season f i rs t  comes,  aI1 those leaves of  that  aEap

ls  ro l l ed  up  d ry .  The  f i r s t  day  o r  two ,  t he re rs  a  l o t

of  leaks;  but  the longer i t  soaks i t  up,  the t ighter

i t  g e t s .

I  got  t rench foot  there.  I  woke up one morning,  and

my feet  were just  .  .  .  wel l - ,  my legs f rom my knees down

were  Jus t  c l ubs ,  l i ke  e lephan t i as i s .  You rve  seen  p i c tu res

o f  t ha t  e lephan t i as i s?  You  cou ldn r t  pu t  you r  f i nge r  on

the skin anyplace without touching a . . . Just l ike a

l i t t le  scar  wLth water  running out  of  i t ,  moisture.  I

t hough t ,  I tMan ,  t h i s  i s  i t l t r  You  know,  you  ge t  a  b reak

ln the sk in up there,  and i t  was an u lcer ,  and a week later

i t  was gangrene and the end.

r  l *  ^ * - - . l - i *r ru D uorrurrrg Lhere trying to walk out to the latrine--

It was in the morning--and an ol-d Aussie comes by. He

sa i . d ,  r lBoy !  Ma te ,  you rve  go t  a  b loody  beau t i f u l -  case  o f
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t rench  foo t  t he re !  You  go t  any  shoesJ f f  I  sa id ,  t rNo ,

I  don t t  have  any  shoes . r t  We l l ,  he  sa id ,  I 'You  bum,  beg ,

or steal any old rags or anything you got and wrap them

around your  feet . r r  He said,  r rEverybody going to that

l a t r i ne ,  you  have  them u r i na te  on  i t . f r  I  sa id ,  l lWha t? r t

He  sa id ,  t t l t t s  t e r r i b l e  .  .  . t t he  was  an  o1d - t i r ne r ;  he

was in the t renches of  Wor l -d War I ,  and he said i t  was

absolute ly  a s in to ur inate on the ground in those

trenches ln France.  He said i f  you d idnr t  have t rench

foo t ,  you  used  you r  buddy rs  boo ts .

h le l l ,  they had to ld us qui te a few th ings that

seemed far fetched that  they had learned Ehrough hard

knocks.  I  d id what  he to ld me,  and'  man'  i t  was a

st ink ing messl  The next  morning .  .  .  wel l ,  I  had to

stay ln  camp; that fs  about  the one day of  work .

maybe I  missed a coupl"e of  others wi th malar ia.  Anyway'

the next  morning,  I  took them rags of f ,  and there wasnrt

a mark;  the swel l ing was gone;  a l l  them l i t t le  cuts had

healed up.  I t rs  that  tannic ac id in  the ur ine that  cured

that  t rench foot .  So them old Aussies,  I  looked up to

them qui te a b i t  f ron thei r  homespun learn inSr You know.

How s ick d id you have to be in  order  to s tay of f  one of

the work deta i l -s?

You just  about  had to not  be able to s tand on your  feet .Burge:
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I,{ho determined whether or not you were sick enough to

s tay  o f f  o f  wo rk  de ta i l ?

Wel l ,  our  doctors were where you went .  Then the Japsrd

come through and look you over and try to have you stand

up and sEuf f .  L ike I  sayr  You got  your  rat l -ons cut  so

drast ica l ly  that  anybody that  could get  up and walk was

golng to go up and walk, anyway. But when you get about

four teen or  s ix teen hours a day on that  f rspeedotr  campaign

and walk back and forth through that mud, Lt wears anybody

down.

In our  conversat ion of f  the taper  You said that  you t r ied

to stay as far  away f rom the hospl ta l  hut  as possib le.  Now

why was that?

Wel1,  as a ru le,  when they took someone to the hospi ta l '

t hey  d ldn r t  wa l k  back .  I  mean ,  I  don l t  suppose  anybody

was what  yourd cal l  a  ' rgold-br icker t r  in  modern terms.  As

long  as  I  cou ld  go ,  I  wen t .  The  fac t  o f  t he  case  i s ,  I

! r 'as very for tunate;  I  never  was in the hospi ta l  .  .  .  on ly

in Batavia vr i th  that  ye l - low jaundice.  I f  I  got  malar ia,

they just  wrapped you in r ice sacks and lay you out  in  the

sun a longside the hut ,  and yould shLver unt i l  yourd f ina l ly

break into a sweatr You know. That was about an every

two-week occurrence.

so you did have mal-aria along with everybody else in the camp.Marce l l o :
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Oh, yes,  I  had malar ia a long wi th everybody e lse in  the

camp. I  went  to the bathroom as h igh as s ix ty- four  t imes

{ -  ^ * ^  J ^ , ,
I l l  V l l s  u 4 J .

In  other  words,  Iou had dysentery pret ty  badly.

We11 ,  no .  Th i s  wasn r t  dysen te ry  a t  t h l - s  t ime .  I  j us t

had the t t t rots . t r  We was coming in f rom work,  and th is

sprlng came down out of the Himalayan Mountalns there.

Boy!  I t  r t ras cold water ,  and I  just  la id down there and

f t1 led up on i t .  I  d idnt t  go twenty feet  unt i l -  I  dropped

my G-str ing,  and when I  passed out  water ,  i t  was st i l1

co ld ;  t ha t r s  how c leaned  ou t  I  was .

I^Jhen we f i rs t  s tar ted out ,  I  guess i t  was,  afLer

we come out of Moul-mein up there, I went tv/enty-one days

wi thout  going to the bathroom. I  went  Eo the doctor  then.

I  made a s ick ca1- l  ,  you know, and I  to l -d h im i t rd been

lwenty-one days . He said, rrpott t t \,torry about it . It I

sa id,  I twel l ,  I  am worr ied about  i t . r r  He said,  r rWhen you

get  enough food in you to make a t ,urd,  Youl l l  go. t t  Sure

enough ,  i n  a  day  o r  two  I  wen t ,  I  don l t  know.  .  .  i t

was twenty-e ight ,  twenty-n ine days a l together .  I  d idnr t

have any l1 l  e f fects f rom i t  f rorn going that  long.

Did you ever  have any t roPical  u lcers?

No t  1n  the  b ig  sense  o f  a  t r op i . ca l  u l ce r '  no .  I  had  a

boi l  come up on my leg .  .  .  we1L,  that  was af ter  we got
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to Saigon.  But  they had more t reatment  there;  they had

a  l i t t l e  asp i r i n  and  s tu f f .  The re  aga ln ,  an  o1d  Auss ie

sa id ,  I t I f t l l  you  take  a  l i t t l e  s l i ve r  o f  sa l twa te r  soaP

and put  granulated sugar on i t  and put  i t  over  there and

wrap  L t  up ,  t ha t t l l -  b r i ng  i t  t o  a  head . r f  I  d i d ,  and  the

next  morning that  bandage was s luck.  I 'Jhen I  pul led i t

looser  you could put  the end of  your  l l t t le  f inger  down

ln  t ha t  ho le .  I t  l ooked  abou t  l - l ke  a  . 45 -ca l i be r  bu l l e t .

That  whole th ing came out  Just  as c lean as could be.  I

washed i t  out  wi th as hot  a water  as I  could stand,  and

tha t  was  the  end  o f  i t .  I t  s ta r ted  hea l i ng  f r om bo t tom

I had a few small ones on my ankles, but even the

scars are about  gone f rom them. I  had them real -  bad,  and

i t  was get t ing dangerous.  Then we made a move in the

ral-ny season, and r^re walked all day and half the night

and got  to  th is  new camp. I  th ink we went  f rom 100 to

105 Ki lo  or  something l ike that ;  i t  was one of  those moves.

Maybe we walked back f rom 70 up to 100 Ki lo .  But ,  boy,

I  just  dropped when I  got  there,  and I  was in  mud c lear

to my knees.  I  went  back out  and worked the next  day.

The next night when I had enough energy to wash up, all-

them ulcers had healed f rom being packed in that  mud.

That  r+as the worst  I  got . I  don r t  know .  .  . t he  Lo rd
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just  corae a long and f ixed me up everyt ime I ld  get  something

s  ta r  t ed  .

I  understand those t ropical  u lcers could real ly  be nasty

th ings .

Oh,  my goodnessl  So many of  them people d ied of  i t ,  and

ou r  doc to rs  d id  such  a  good  Job  w i th  no th ing .

l lhat  remedies d id they have for  t ropl -cal  u lcers?

We1l ,  one of  the best  remedies that  I  seen them use would

seem horr lb le to you.  But  theyld have you uncover i t  and

let  the f l ies b low i t ,  and the maggots ate a l l  the dead

f lesh out .  Then theyrd take hot  water  and wash the maggots

of f .  That  was the only way they could remove a l l  the dead

f lesh and stuf f .  Then theyid t ry  to keep them covered

up and moist  wi th hot  water  every day or  every hour  or

somethlng-- I  donf t  know Just  how they d ld i t  in  the hospi ta l - -

un tL l  l t r d  ge t  hea l -ed  up .

Trve seen some terr ib le ones where the shin bones .  .

was actual ly  eaten past  the shin bone and stuf f .  Them

o ld  boys td  keep  on  p lugg ing ;  o f  cou rse ,  t hey  we ren t t  go ing

out  on work deta i ls  when they got  that  bad.

I  gather  that  somet imes the only th ing that  could be done

would be to take a spoon and d ig out  that  dead f lesh.

Thls has been done.  I lve helped hold people dor ,m whi le

thev  d id  1 t .

Bu rge :
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Irm sure the pain v/as excruciat ing.

Oh ,  I  guess  i t  was  so  bad  you  cou ldn r t  pass  ou t .  You  take

a p lace s ix  inches in  d iameter  and a quarter  inch deep

ln your  sk in and then somebody scraping on that  rneat  wi th

a spoon.  The o ld doctorrd hone one s ide of  i t  up to make

i t  as much l ike a kni fe as he could and just  between

hacking and cut t ing and scraping would take i t  out  of  there.

Dld you ever  see men just  l i tera l ly  g lve up and d ie?

Yes .  One  o ld  boy  f rom Texas  he re  i n  t ha t  l 3 l s t  F ie ld

Art i l lery  had everyth ing in  the wor ld going for  h im.  He

was very re l ig ious .  came f rom a very re l ig ious fami ly .

I  donr t  recal l  h is  name r ight  now, but  he was real -  l ikeable.

His farn i ly  was wel l - to-do;  he had everyth ing back here to

l L v e  f o r .  H e  s a i d ,  " I  c a n l t  e a t  t h a t  r l c e . r r

I  d id everyth ing under the sun.  I  took h im out  and

showed him the r fboot  h i l l r r  across the hol low over  there;  I

sa id ,  "Tha t t s  whe re  you t re  go ing  i f  you  don l t  s ta r t  ea t i ng

r i c e l  Y o u t d  b e t t e r  g e t  y o u r  r a t i o n l l l  l t 1  c a n t t  e a t  i t . t r

I  sa id ,  t lwe l l ,  you r  re  go ing  ove r  t he re  ! r r  I  I  d  say ,  r rWha t

s lze shoes do you wear? How about  your  d inner  bucket?rr

Or your  f rb i l ly r "  we cal led them, you know, af ter  the Aussies--

t he  o ld  bucke t .  t ' I rm  go ing  to  t ake  a l l  t ha t  s tu f f  he re

i n  j u s t  a  d a y  o r  t w o  i f  y o u  d o n f t  e a t l r r  O f  c o u r s e ,  I

wasn r t  go ing  to  do  i t ,  bu t  t ha t  boy  j us t  f l a t  s ta rved
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h imse l f  t o  dea th .  He  sa id ,  t rT  can l t  ea t  r i ce ' l t  0 f

c o u r s e r t h e E n g l i s h n n e n r t h e y g a v e u p l i k e f l i e s ' T h e y

could catch a cold and lay down and d ie.

Marcel lo :  How could you te l l  when a man had l i tera l ly  g iven up

the  f i gh t '  so  t o  sPeak?

Burge :  We l1 ,  t ha t r s  t he  on l y  one  tha t  I  know o f  t ha t  j us t

abso lu te l v  re fused  to  ea t  un t i l  he  was  dead '  He  Jus t

rebe l l ed  aga ins t  t ha t  r i ce .

Marcel lo :  Dtd you ever  at tend any of  the bur la l  deta i ls?

Burge :  No ,  T  neve r  d id .  The  l ess  f o r tuna te  t ha t  cou ld  s t i l l

walk around camp and stuff general-ly was put out on these

bur la l  deta i ls .  But  the graveyards '  as l t /e  went  through

the jungle,  wouldnt t  be too far  f rom the campr You know;

m a y b e l t w a s j u s t a l i t t l e g u l l e y b e t w e e n u s a n d t h e m

or something l ike that .

Marcel lo :  I  understand that  a l l -  these graveyards and so on were

carefu l ly  noted and so on and so for th '

Burge:  I  th tnk that  they have a record of  about  everybody that

dl-ed and when they died and what they died of. How these

fe l lows could keep those secrets and keep the documents on

them and keep them hidden from the Japs as often as they

was searched,  I  donr t  know how they d id i t .

Marcel lo :  A11 th is  had to be done on the s ly '  so to speak.

Burge:  On the s ly .  There was absolute ly  no records to be a l lowed
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kept  as far  as I  know. Some of  them stored them in

thei r  bra in unt i l -  they got  somewhere e lse where they

could rvr i te  them dovm, and some of  them actual ly  had

them on paper when they came out  of  that  p lace.

Now by the L l -me you get  to  the 100 Ki lo  Camp, youtre

a l so  on  sho r t  r a t i ons ,  a re  You  no t?

Yes .  The  c loses t  p lace  was  a t  70  K i l o  Camp 'wh ich  was

as far  as the ra i l road was la id,  and the road was just

a lmost  non-exis tent .  The bamboo was c leaned out  so

you could get  through,  but  i t rd  be days somet l ,mes that

you d idnf t  get  anyth ing at  a1l -  in  the way of  suppl ies

there.  What  you hadr You had to rat ion,  and that

\^ lasnl t  too much.

I  assume, however,  that  the Japanese were eat ing bet ter

than you were.

At  that  t ime,  they were eat ing a heck of  a 1ot  bet ter

than us.  The Koreans,  they werenr t  get t ing too much,

because they was in the same camp with us. But they

made sure i t  was two bags of  r ice there.  Ten of  them

had one bag,  whi le  the thousand (chuckle)  of  us had the

other  bag,  you know. Af ter  a l l ,  they had the gun.

Now was i t  a lso around th is  t iure that  Dr .  Lumpkin d ied?

Do  you  reca l l  t ha t?

I  donr t  know where Dr.  Lumpkin d ied.Burge: I t  undoubtedly was,
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because

I  was going to ask you what  sor t  of  an ef fect  th is  had

upon the morale.

We l1 ,  na tu ra l l y ,  i t  makes  you  wonder ,  r rwe11 ,  i f  t he  doc to r

can l t  l i ve  t h rough  i t ,  how  a re  t he  res t  o f  us  go ing  to

make l t?r t ,  you know. L ike I  say,  I  wasnrt  too wel l -acquainted

wi th the hospi ta l ,  because i t  was very seldom I  went  there.

I  bel leve i t  was 100 Ki lo  where he d led.  The major i ty  of

the deaths we had in the working bunch . . . some of them

were so bad that  theyrd take them way back dovm-- I  donr t

know--Lo 10 or  20 Ki lo  or  someplace dor , in  in  there.  I t

was very seldom one of  them ever  come back up the Lrack.

That was the end of them when they went down there.

They had a so-cal led hospi ta l -  camp establ ished-- I  bel ieve

It was at the B0 Kito Camp--and everybody that went back

there,  l ike you say,  usual ly  never  came out  of  i t .

Right .  Thatrs when we got  on up tnto 100 and 105 Ki lo .

When you went  to 80 f i lor  You was on your  way out .

By th is  t ime,  what  sor t  of  an at t i tude do you have toward

the Japanese?

The Japanese,

Or the Koreans

The Koreans?

had no fences

we didnl t  have too much contact  wi th.

Man,  anyt i -me you could get  one'  get  h im:  We

up there;  there was no p lace to go;  i t  was
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a  thousand  m i l es  f r om the  coas t ;  t he  na t j - ves  you  cou ldn f t

t rust ;  there was panthers and stuf f  ouL in the woods and

jung le .  You  d idn r t  know where  Lo  go .  Bu t  t hey rd  a lways

cuL out  a per imeter  around the outs ide of  camp for  walk ing '

s e e .

We l l ,  t ha t  was  qu i t e  a  l i t t l e  game- - l t r s  no th i -ng  to

be proud of  now--but  at  that  t i rner  You wanted to do what

you could to s top them, get  even wi th them, and so on.  I

d l dn r t  ge t  as  much  bea t i ng  as  a  l o t  o f  t hem,  because  I

just  s tayed out  of  thei r  road,  d id what  they to ld me,  and

so on.  But  every once in awhi ler  You could get  caught  i -n

a  t r ap r  you  know.  Bu t  you rd  ge t  ou t  t he re  a t  n i gh t  and

lay for  them and cold-cock them. They a lways marched wi th

thei r  bayonets f ixedr  you know. Wel l ,  yourd cold-cock them

good and run the bayonet  down through thei r  o ld bel ly .  Most

of  them would get  awake and scream before theyld d ie.  By

that  t lme,  yourre back in  there ln  your  bunk.  Theyrd fa l l

everybody out  and count  them of f  and everybodyrs accounted

fo r .  l l e11 ,  t h i s  guys  d ies ,  and  then  a long  be fo re  morn ing ,

you may hear one or  two gunshots.  The rest  of  them get  to

th ink lng about  i t  up there in  thei r  barracks.  I f  theyl re

go lng  to  be  nex t ,  t hey  wan t  t o  d ie  hono rab le ;  so  t hey rd

st lck thei r  gun barre l  in  thei r  mouth and t r ip  the t r igger

w l th  t he i r  t oe .  So  somet imes  i f  you ld  ge t  one ,  you ld  ge t
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three  or  four .

D id  you ac tua l l y  par t i c iPa te

W e l l ,  I r l l  s a y  n o .

Okay.

I t  preys on Your conscience

w r i L t e n ,  b u t  l e t r s  J u s t  s a Y

opportunity or could make an

in any of this yourself?

enough without having it

that anybody that got the

oppo r tun l t y  t o  do  th i s ,  i t

was  k lnd  o f  a  spo r t .

How much contact  do you have wi th local  nat ive t raders

at  these camps Ehat  are progressing through the jungle?

They f re  p rac t i ca l l y  n i l .  Th i s  one  o ld  boy  s topped  i n

there;  he was going the opposi te way down th is  jungle

road ,  you td  ca l l  i t - - i t  was  Jus t  a  t r aL l - -w i t h  h i s  ox

car t .  So he asked the Japs i f  he could stay there overnight

by thei r  f l re  and so on so h im and h ls  anlmal  would be

sa f  e .  They  sa id ,  t tYes .  I t

I , Ie l l ,  the next  morning,  he d idnl t  have no oxen.  Donrt

ever  eat  unborn cal f  (chuckl -e)  .  because Lt  was about

ready to have a cal f .  I t  was meat .  About  two b i tes of

i t  and you could eat  those chocolate- f lavored Ex-Lax for

a week,  and you wont t  get  the (chuckle)  same resul ts  you

ge t  ou t  o f  j us t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  t ha t  unbo rn  ca1 f .  O f  cou rse '

I  t r l e d  i t ,  a n d  i t  w a s n r t  b a d .

But  anyt ime yourd rust le  a cow or  thei r  oxenr the only
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way you could kil l  them \^/as cut their throat. Them Dutch-

men was a l l  there wi th thei r  cups catchi -ng th is  warm blood.

There wasnr t  any b lood h i t  the ground,  you know, unless

they spi l led i t  acc identa l - ly .  Th"ytd get  that  and dr ink

i t  .  j us t  d r i nk  i t  ho t .  I t f s  a  one - t lme  th ing  un less

you t re  s ta rv ing  to  dea th  ( chuck le ) .

i^Ihat other ways did you have to supplement your dieL whileMarce l lo :

B u r g e :

you were back in  the jungle?

Whatever  f ru i t  we could f ind and .  .

a  b l rd or  a monkey would eat ,  i t  was

t i o n .

.  wel l ,  anyth ing that

safe for human consumP-

Awhi le ago you was ta lk ing about  that  dysentery.  One

morn lng  T  go t  up ,  and  my  s too l  i nd i ca ted  dysen te ry - - t ha t r s

b l - o o d  a n d  m u c u s .  I  t h o u g h t , t t o h ,  b o y ,  I l v e  g o t  i t . f r  L l e l l  ,

I  d idnt t  go anymore.  Then that  eveni"ng comlng home, we

found  th i s  t r ee  o f  f r u i t .  I t  was

a .  .  .  what  do they cal l  these f ru i ts  that  we have here

tha t r s  c rossed?  They fve  go t  a  smoo th  peach  sk in  on  them.

I  know the name of  them; I  canr t  th lnk of  them, but  they

rr rere a lo t  l ike th is .  They were n ice and large,  and that

t ree r^ras loaded.  The b i rds had been p ick ing them, and

you could see where the wi ld  hogs and stuf f  had been eat ing

them on the ground.  I  a te about  ten of  them, and we carr ied

al l  we could in  camp to g ive them to the s ick guYS. You
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know that I never had another dysentery bowel movement,

and a lo t  of  them that  was lay ing there dy ing that  ate

that  f ru i t  got  wel l .  That  was the onLy t ree we ever  found.

Did you ever  run across very many snakes out  in  the jungle?

Yes .  I t r s  f unny  bu t  I  don t t  know o f  anybody  tha t  go t

snakebit all the time we was there. I woke uP one night

and fe l t  something on me.  I  reached up there,  and I  got

ho ld  o f  a  b ig  o ld  snake .  I  j us t  gLve  i t  a  s l l ng ;  I  was

try ing to throw i t  out  through that  opening or1 the second

row of  bunks up above,  and I  d idnr t .Tt  fe l l -  on them guys

over there (chuckle) ,  and there was a mad scramble.  0f

course,  dovm here about  f i f ty  or  seventy- f ive feet  therers

a  f l - r e  go ing  ou ts ide  the  hu t ,  bu t  t ha t  don r t  g i ve  you

much L l lur r inat ion in  there.  I  donr t  know what  become of

the  snake ,  bu t  nobody  go t  b i t  t ha t  I  know o f .

One day I  seen th is  real  pret ty  snake.  I t  was,  oh,

maybe eighteen inches or two feet and no bigger around than

you r  l l t t 1e  f i nge r .  I t  had  a l l -  d i f f e ren t  bands  o f  co lo rs

around i t .  I  got  a s t ick and I  was rubbing them back and

fo r th ,  and  i t f d  change  co lo rs .  The  oppos i t e  s i des  o f  t he

sca les  had  a  d i f f e ren t  co lo r  on  i t .  Some na t i ve  seen  me '

and he l ike to have had a f i t l  t le  jerked me away f rom

there,  and what  i t  was was a cora l  snake.  I  d idnt t  know

a cora l -  snake f rom beansr  you know.
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Then we was work ing out  of  105 Ki lo '  I  be l ieve;

we was cut t ing r ight-of -way out  through there.  This

Dutchman told the Jap guard he had to go to the bathroom.

W e l l , 1 l k e  I  s a y ,  t h e r e r s  n o  p l a c e  f o r  u s  t o  g o ;  h e

wasnt t  going to get  far  away.  So he went  over  there,

and he sat  down there by th is  log to do h is  business.

Pret ty  soon he jurnped up and star ted running at  that

guard just  screaming wi th h is  o ld G-st r lng st ick ing st ra ight

out  behind htm and h is  wooden shoes f ly tng,  and hets hot-

foot ing i t  down through there.  The guard cocked h is

r i f le ;  he thought  herd went  crazy;  he was going to shoot

h lm. The Dutchman real ized th is  and qul t  running at  h im'

but  he kept  point ing back,  point ing back,  see (chuck- l -e) .  The

guard went  over  there f ina l ly ;  he understood there was

something over  there he wanted.  There r^ /as a b ig o ld

python;  hetd sat  dornm alongside (chuckle)  that  python'

and when i t  s tar ted crawl ing,  i t  scared h im.

We l l ,  t he  Jap  sho t  i t ,  and  we  d ressed  i t  ou t .  I t

had  abou t  a  t h i r t y - f i ve -pound  w i l d  hog  l n  i t ;  i t f d  been

lay lng  the re  d iges t i ng  i t ,  see .  O f  cou rse ,  t hey  don f t

have  fangs ;  t hey  don r tb i t eanyway ;  t hey  s t rang le .  Bu t

that  Dutchman,  I r l l  never  forget  h im comlng out  of  there

screaming and running at that guard with that G-string

st lck ing st ra ight  out  behind h im (chuckle) .
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You have eaten snake neatr  then.

Oh,  yes,  we ate that  in  Java when we f l rs t  got  there.

Bu t  you  wonr t  ea t  a  PY thon .

Wtry is that?

We cut  s teaks of f  o f  that .  Boy!  We was going to real ly

ea t ,  because  i t  was ,  oh ,  I  guess ,  f ou r teen  o r  f i f t een

feet long and maybe ten inches through. Everybody was

gotng to get  them a steak of f  o f  there.  We took i t  and

we boi led i t  and we boi led and we bol led i t  and we boi led

t t .  T h e r e r s  n o  m e a t  o n  a  p y t h o n ;  i t r s  a l l  g r i s t l e .  Y o u

can r t  ge t  you r  t ee th  i n to  i t .  The re rs  no  way  .  l f

you cut  i t  in  l i t t le  b i tsy p ieces--whlch we d idnr  t  have

knives to do.-yourd have never  chewed Lt .  But  the ju ice

o f f  f r om i t  was  ou t  o f  t h i s  wo r l d ;  i t  t as ted  l i ke  sp r i ng

ch i cken  b ro th .  Tha t r s  j us t  wha t  l - t  t as ted  l - l ke ,  was  b ro th .

Wtrat  do you do for  toothpaste,  toothbrushes,  and th ings

o f  t ha t  na tu re?

Wi thou t .

Can you improvise in anY waY?

You can chew up a st ick or  something,

f l nd  sa l t ,  b rush  you r  t ee th  w i t h  sa l t

t ha t .  Mos t  o f  t he  t ime  werd  j us t  use

the scum of f  o f  them--what  you could.

What  do you do about  your  c loth ing?

and,  i f  you can

or something l ike

our f inger  to keeP

Marce l l o : Is there any way
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you can replace any of  your  c loth ing or  anyth ing l ike

that  ?

Most  of  our  c loth ing was replaced by steal ing bot toms

o f f  o f  mosqu i t o  ne ts .  They  had  abou t  a  f oo t  o f  c l o th

around the bot tom of  them. Anyt ime we could get  behind

the  gua rd rs  back ,  why .  .  .  \ i / e  d ldn r t  t ake  i t  o f f  o f

ou r  own  i - f  we  cou ld  he lp  i t ,  bu t  we td  r i p  i t  o f f  o f  t he i r s

and make more G-str ings.

h las thef t  qui te prevalent  in  terms of  s teal lng f rom the

Japanese ,  o f  cou rse?

Anyth ing that  you could get  was yours.  You ta lk  about

p lck lng up anyth ing that  was usable.  ! ' le  had th is  one

Mar ine we cal1ed ' rPack Rat . r r  Yourve probably heard

somebody refer  to  h im--r rPack Ratr r  McComb; hers f rom out

in Cal i forn ia.  Herd have a t i re  around h is  neck that

he td  f ound  o r  a  p iece  o f  a  t i r e ;  he rd  have  a  who le  bunch

o f  bucke ts .  I n  case  anybody  l os t  t he i r s ,  why ,  he td  se l l

you a bucket  and a l1 th is  k ind of  s tuf f r  You know.

This was when we got to SaLgon. We was out working

on  a  rad io  t ower ,  bu i l - d i ng  b las twa l l sa round  i t ,  and  th i s

Japanese guard that  came ln .  .  .  he wasnrt  a guard;

he was there to see over some of the work. We always

had our  Korean guards af ter  we got  up there.  But  he had

a b ig ro11 of  money,  and he said herd just  came f rom l lan i la ;
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he was on the invasion of  Mani la ,  and he was te l l ing

us a l l  about  i t .  He showed us th is  money;  we1l ,  he

pu t  i t  i n  h i s  sh i r t  pocke t .  A f t e r  awh i l e  he  go t  ho t ,

and he took h is  shi r t  o f f  and hung i t  up.  Wel l ,  that

was the b iggest  mistake he could make.  Because we

go t  ready  to  go ,  and  he  pu t  h i s  sh i r t  on ,  and  h i s  ro11

was gone.  Wel l ,  they made us drop our  G-st r i -ngs,  and

they looked up our  but ts ,  and they looked in our  mouth,

and they d id everyth ing--a per fect  search--and he d ldn! t

f tnd h is  money.  Al l -  the t ime r rPack Ratr r  was opening

his jaws and spreading h is  cheeks,  he had that  ro11

of  money in h is  f is t .  Now that  was the k ind (chuckle)

o f  a  t t dude r f  he  was ,

l. ihat sort of punishrnent could you expect l-f you were

caugh t  s tea l i ng?

Oh, theytd beat  you f rom now on and pass the word to

keep an eye on you.  I f  anyt ime they couldnr t  f ind some-

body when they knew something had been stolen, why,

you was up for  grabs again unt i . l  they caught  somebody

e l se ,  you  know.

What do you do in terms of shaving and halrcuts and things

o f  t ha t  na tu re?

We didnr  t  have a shave or  a hai rcut  .  werenl  t  a l lowed

anyth ing l ike that  unt i l  we got  to  Saigon.  I  had a beard

Burge:
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d o v r n a b o u t h a l f w a y t o m y b e l l y b u t t o n , a n d m y h a i r w a s

down over  my shoulders l ike .  .  .  we was the f i rs t  h ippiest

I  guess (chuckle) ,  that  the Ainer icans had.  There was

no th ins  we  cou ld  do  abou t  i t .  You rd  j us t  chew you r

mustache of f  wi th your  teeth i f  you had any and keep i t

t r immedr You know, so you could get  food in your  mouth '

Marcel lo :  Awhl le ago you ment ioned the fact  that  you were barefooted

and had been barefooted so long that  you got  ca l luses

o n  y o u r  t e e t .

B u r g e :  O h ,  y e s .

Marcel lo :  Now did I  hear  you say that  the rats would chew on these

cal luses at  n ight  whi le  you were s leeping?

Burge ;  Yes ,  t hey  su re  wou ld .  The re td  be  tee th  marks  a l l  a round ;

l t td  be rough.  Theyrd Just  go dovm somet l -mes unt i l  i t

s h o w e d p i n k , b u t l n e v e r k n e w t h e m t o b r i n g b l o o d o n

a n y b o d y . T h e y ' d j u s t e a t a l l t h a t c a l ] - u s o f f a r o u n d

you r  f ee t .  You rd  neve r  f ee l  t hem o r  any th ing .  0 f  cou rse ,

you was t i red enough that  you d idnr t  s tay awake to see

what  was going on '  you know. But  they would;  theyrd eat

tha t  ca l l us  o f f ,  and  you id  see  l - l t t l e  o ld  t ee th  marks

on  the re .

There was one Austra l ian that  got  b l t  by a rat  a l l

the time we was up there, as far as I know. It was running

across h is  face,  and he grabbed i t .  I t  caught  h im in the
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n o s e ' a n d h e w e n t a h e a d a n d t h r e w i t a n d l . t t o r e t h e

meat  100se where i t  had b iL in to h is  nose.  But  he l ived;

I  mean ,  he  d ldn t t  have  any  i l l  e f f ec t s  f r om i t '  0 f

c o u r s e , t h e y g a v e u S b u b o n i c p l a g u e s h o t s t w o o r t h r e e

t imes .

Marcel lo :  The Japanese d id th j -s?

B u r g e :  Y e s .

Marcel - lo :  I rm sure i t  was as much for  thei r  own Protect ion as i t

was  fo r  You r  P ro tec t l on .

Burge:  Wel l ,  cer ta in ly .  I  mean,  they had thej - r  ax to gr ind when

they gave them to us.  But  I  te l1 you what ,  theyld come

out  there on a work ing par ty  when youtd come through af ter

you r  r i ce .  Tha t r s  when  they  h i t  you  w i th  t ha t  need le .

Af ter  those vears in  the sun .  .  .  I  looked at  that  guy

and I  wondered how come he wasnrt  g iv ing i t ,  and that

o1d  need le  was  j us t  bend ing ;  i t  was  j us t  abou t  t o  b reak ,

because it rvas derned dul-l- and your skin was so tough.

Flnal ly ,  he got  i t  through there,  and i t  fe l - t  l ike a h ickory

nuc under the sk in.  I t  was about  Lwo months;  I  could take

that  th ing and just  ro11 over  my shoulder  before i t  ever

d issolved in there.  When they could get  something,  theyld

g i v e i t t o y o u ; l - i k e y o u s a y r i t w a s a s m u c h f o r t h e i r

P ro tec t i on  as  i t  was  fo r  You rs .

Marcel lo :  Dld you have quin ine and th ings of  that  nature for  the mal-ar ia?
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I  donr t  th tnk that  up in  the jungle,  so far  as I  know,

they dtdnt t  have i t .  Now l ike I  say,  I  never  went  down

the re  ask ing  fo r  any ,  bu t  I r n  su re  i f  t hey  had rve ,  t hey rd

have d ispensed them, you know. They may have had a l i t t le

b l t  f o r  t he  ve ry  s i ckes t  o r  some th ing  l i ke  t ha t ;  j us t  d i r e

cases got  any medical  suppl ies that  they d id have.

Now you ment ioned that  af ter  the 100 and 1C5 Ki lo  Camps,

you were sent  back down the ra l l roadr  so to speak.

We1l ,  when we were at  .  .  .  I  be l ieve werd went  to 100

Ki lo.  They took par t  of  us and sent  us down to .  .  .  that

was the end of  the ra i l road so far  as the ra i ls  and t ra in

track had went. Then everything was pack-muled or hauled

by t ruck or  cool ies or  us cool ies or  whatever  through there

to  supp l y .  As  t hey fd  bu i l d  t he  ra l l r oad  ou t ,  w€ rd  l oad

the ra i ls  and the t ies and suppl ies on,  and theyld keep

takl -ng them to the end of  the t rack-- they cal led i t - -you

know. Then they got  i t  to  100 Ki lo ,  and they moved us on

up there agaln. The next group behind us moved up then

to  t ake  i t .

Okay,  so in  other  words,  You were up at  the 100 Ki lo  Camp,

and then they sent  you back to the 70 Ki lo  Camp. I t  was

dovrn here that  you were loading suppl- ies and so on and so

f o r  t h .

RaLlroad suppl ies to go out  to  the end of  the t rack.Burge: Then
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theyfd take Lhe ra i ls  of f  and lay the t ies and take the

ra i ls  of f  and then come back af ter  more.

Now where were you tak ing these t racks and t ies?

Theytd br ing them in on the t ra in there and unload thern.

A t  70  K i l o  Camp.

A t  70  K11o  Camp.  Then  we fd  l oad  them on  the  l i t t l e  f l a t ca rs

that you pushed--maybe a dozen rails at a tj-me--and run them

on up the track and unload thenr up there, Iou know, as

they la id the ra i ls .  Then youtd come back and get  another

l o a d .

About  how long were You doing th is?

Lle l l  ,  rnaybe a couple of  months.

Was th is  an easier  job than rnaking the cuts and f i11s and

p i l e -d r i v i ng?

We l1 ,  i t  was  d i f f e ren t ,  bu t  t he  bugs  was  so  th i ck  t ha t

you had to .  somet imes yould take your  G-st r ing of f

and wrap it around your head to keep the bugs out of your

ears and out  of  your  nose and stuf f  l ike that ,  You know.

We did get  a load of  sweet  potatoes there one t i -me,

though.  They havenrt  ever  f igured what  happened to them.

They put  them in there on the s idetrack-- i t  was a wooden

boxcar Al l  i t  took was one board out  of  the bot tom of

that  th ing.  l {hen they broke the seal  on i t  the next  day,

there wasnt t  a sweet  potato in  there.  They real ly  turned
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that camp upside down, and they never found a sweet

potato nor  peel ing or  anYthing.

They come through searching,  and everybodyrd

have a f i re  going here and therer  You know. Wel1,

he re rd  be  two  o r  t h ree  hands fu l  o f  swee t  po ta toes

dor^rn under them coals,  and youtd have a bucket  up

here (gesture)  r^r i th  water  boi l ing ln  i t  and some

grass and leaves.  Theyrd want  to know about  sweet

po ta toes .  t tHe l l - ,  I  wou ldn r t  be  ea t i ng  l eaves  and

g rass !  I  wou ldn r t  be  mak ing  tha t  k i nd  o f  s tew  i f  I

had sweet  potatoes ! ' t  So a1l  down under th is  is  sweet

potatoes boi l ing,  and down under the f l re  is  sweet

po ta toes  bak ing ,  see  ( chuck le ) .

Now in our  conversat ion of f  the tapet  you \^ /ere men-

t lonlng that  f rom t ime to t ime the of f icers would

hold these indoctr inat ion sessions for  the Japanese

and  Ko rean  en l i s ted  pe rsonne l .

We11,  that  was about  an everyday occurrence.  Theyrd

have quarters l ike we d j -d in  the serv lce,  You know,

and g ive them the p lan of  the day,  what  each oners

deta i l  was.  L ike,  the t 'Speedorf  campaign came f rom

these morning meet ings and stuf f  l ike that .

But  they was a lways g iv ing theu propaganda,  You

know, g iv ing thern the la test  news every morning.  0f
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course,  they wanted to keep thei r  morale up,  so theyld

te l l  them how theyrd been bombing the Uni ted States

and  a l l  t h i s  s tu f f .

As  soon  as  you rd  ge t  ou t  on  a  de ta i l r  t ha t  o l d

Jap would hand you a bamboo sti-ck or something and

want  you to draw a p ic ture of  the Uni . ted States.  So

you td  d raw  a  box  ou t  he re ,  and  he td  say ,  r rWhere l s  New

York?rr  l , le l l  ,  yourd nake an t rx l l  over  here on the east

s ide  o f  i t .  r rBooml  Boom!  Boom!  Boom!  Boom! r r  r r san

Franc i sco? r t  You rd  pu t  an  t lX r t  on  i t .  l lBoom!  Boom!

Boom!  Boom! t r  Then  they ld  say ,  f t l l he re rs  you r  home?r r

Wetd  pu t  i t  ove r  he re .  t rBoom!  Boo rn !  Boom!  Booml t t

I t  d l dn r t  ma t te r  whe re  i t  was ;  i t  go t  bombed .

Theyrd get  to  te l l ing you how bad they bombed your

hometovrn,  and youl  d say,  r rAw, bul lsh i t l r t  r rBul lsh i t?

I {he re ! s  t ha t? r r  Tha t r s  wha t  he  was  say ing ,  you  know.

Yourd  make  ano the r  t 'X t r ;  t hey ld  j us t  abso lu te l y  w iped  i t

out !  Boy,  he thought  that  was the favor l te  p lace of

e v e r y b o d y ,  s e e .  T h e y t d  j u s t  s a y r r r B o o m !  B o o r n !  B o o n !

Boom! Just  p lenty,  p lenty bornbingl  Gone!  Cone!

Fln lshed !  r l

Under these c i rcumstances,  do you ever  see men get  more

re l l g i ous?  Does  re l i g i on  p l -ay  a  pa r t  i n  a  s i t ua t i on  such

a s  t h i s ?

Marce l l o :
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Burge: I  guess thatrs where I  learned to Pray. I  r^ ias raised

a Chr is t ian and went  to Sunday School ,  and T got  a

Bib le for  at tendance over  so many years for  per fect

a t t endance  and  s tu f f ;  bu t  i t  j us t  don r t  seem to  rub  o f f

on you as much when youl re a k id as i t  does when the

al r  gets shor t r  you know. Everybodyrs got  to  have

someth ing ,  and  tha t r s  abou t  a l l  you  had .  Yes ,  I  t h i nk

just  about  everybody has 1ed a lo t  more Chr is t ian l i fe

s ince  then .

Marce l l o :  A1so ,  l n  t hose  c i r cums tances  I rm  su re  you  see  the  ve ry

best  and the very worst  coming out  Ln human beings.

Bu rge :  Yes ,  bu t  j us t  speak ing  fo r  t he  Amer l - cans '  I  don r t  know.  .

we1 l ,  I f l l  speak  fo r  t he  Auss ies ,  t oo  .  L  don l l  t h i nk

that  there was ever  a soul  that  I  know of  that  real ly

what  youf  d cal l -  f rcurr ied favor l r  to  get  out  of  anyth ing.

I donr t think there \{as ever a turncoat in the bunch.

I rm  p roud  o f  eve ry  one  o f  t hem in  t ha t  respec t .  Man ,

fo r  t he  cond i t i ons  and  the  s i ckness  and  a l l  t ha t r l  don l t

know of  any steal ing that  went  on amongst  us.  There r ' rere

ve ry ,  ve ry  f ew  f i s t  f i gh t s ;  o f  cou rse r  You  d idn t t  f ee l

l tke f tght ing.  I  donr  t  th ink you could put  another  group

of  men together  for  that  long under those condi t ions and

have less f r ic t ion of  any k ind or  th ievery or  a bad s ide.

I t  wasn t t  j us t  su rv i va l  o f  t he  f i t t es t ;  you  ca r r i ed  you r



l " larcel1o:

Burge :

M a r c e l l o :

B u r g e :

Burge
r23

buddy a long wi th Your You know.

Do  you  fo r rn  1 i t t Le  c l i ques ,  so  t o  speak ,  t ha t  i s r  two

or three indiv idual -s  who band together  and look out

fo r  one  ano the r?

Yes,  youfd have to do that .  Yourve a lways .  maybe

you dont t  choose your  bunkmater  but  you get  used to

them--men on each side of you and seeLng them every

day and every n ight .  Ninety-n ine per  cent  of  the t ime,

i f  you s lept  next  to  each other '  you worked next  to  each

o t h e r r  y o u  k n o w .  S o ,  y e s ,  Y o u r d  c a l l  i t  a  c l i q u e .  I t

w a s n t t  a  c l i q u e  .

Not  a c l ique in a mal ic ious sense.

No .  Yes ,  you  ge t  c l ose  to  some  peop le  t han  you  do  to

o the rs ,  because  you t re  i n  con tac t  w i t h  t hem more .  I f

you and I  rode back and for th to work every day wi th

each other  and ta l -ked and v is i ted,  natura l ly  werd be

closer  than i f  we met  once a month or  once a year  or

something l ike that ,  You know.

I  don r t  know o f  a  one  o f  t hem tha t  I  cou ldn r t  ca l l

r tght  now and ask for  anyth ing,  and l f  they had i t '

they would g ive i t  to  me.  I rm the same way.  I f  they

f1y in  f ron Cal i forn ia at  the a i rpor t  over  here .  .

i f  they g ive anybody a cal - l ,  you drop whatever  youl re

doing and you go get  them, br ing them houe,  feed them,
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put them up, take them on their  journey wherever theylre

going to go. Each one of them can be counted on.

How long is  the war going to last  now?

We can t t  f i gu rewhy i t r s  no t  a l ready  ove r .  Tha t  s i x

months has been gone for  a year-and-a-hal f  (chuckle) ,

so  i t t s  t omor row .  Tomor row ls  t he  b ig  day .  Eve ryday

i t l  s  t omor row .

By thts  t ime,  you are J- iv ing f rom day- to-day.

Day - to -day .

And in a senser you thank God that  youlve made i t  through

another  day or  that  yould l ived to see another  day.

Right .  You thank Him for  that  next  sunr ise even i f

i t r s  r a i n i n g .  Y o u  b e t .  H e  s u r e  d i d  a  l o t  f o r  r  .

we1l ,  you take that  many people,  they might  have d ied

just  f rom normal  l i fe  here in  the States over  that  long

a t ime .  probably not  on account  of  the nature of

the deaths and so on. But who knows? AJ-l you can do

ls pray for  the ones thatrs  gone and thank Him for  you

s t i 11  be ing  the re .

Do you th ink very much of  home under those c i rcumstances?

Oh ,  su re ,  you  th ink  o f  i t  .  .  .  we l l ,  T  wo r r i ed  abou t

my fo1ks.  My mother  is  a wrrr r ier ;  i f  she doesnt t  have

anyth ing to worry about ,  shet l l -  l is ten to the news on

the radio and read the newspaper unt i l  she f inds sorne
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earth-shaking th lng and then,  r foh!  Isnr  t  that  terr ib le l

I sn r t  t ha t  t e r r i b l - e l t t  Somebody  ca1 l s  on  the  phone ,

I tDl -d you hear about  T imbuktu? They shot  one of  thei r

l eade rs  ove r  t he re l t r  t t l sn r  t  t ha t  aw fu l? r r  My  mo the r r  s

a  pe rpe tua l  wo r r i e r ,  bu t  she rs  go t  t h i s  t h i ng ,  l i ke

I  sa id,  that  she knew when I  went  f rom country to

country,  and they held serv ices for  me and had a funeral ,

you know, or  whatever  you cal l  i t .  Her  and an o ld

Spanish-American War veteran was the only two in the

coun t r y  t ha t  d idnn t  go  to  i t .  She  says  I  was  s t i l l

a l lve and she knew i t ,  and he said I  was too mean to

dte (chuckle) ,  because me and h im used to run around

toge the r  a  l o t .  He  was  an  oLd  cha rac te r .  T ,  don r t  know,

I  k i nd  o f  ca te red  to  o lde r  peop le  t ha t r s  go t  a  l - o t  o f

past  exper ience.  I  love to l is ten to them and ta lk  to

them, you know. You f ind so much that  you donrt  f ind

wr i t ten down or  come in contact  wi th every day.

L ike th is  o l -d gent leman over  here,  th is  rancher.

I f d  go  ta l k  t o  h im  and  s i t  ou t  t he re - -he rs  go t  s tock

tanks--and f ish,  and o1d George would smoke that  p ipe.

Wel1,  l ike,  one day he said,  r rYou know, back dur ing the

Depression,  I  was stuck out  here wi th 800 acres and debts

and four  guys work ing for  me for  a dol lar  a month and

room and  boa rd . t t  He  sa id ,  t tW"  go t  so  poo r  du r i ng  t he
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Depress ion ,  I  d i dn r t  have  any th ing  fo r  t hem to  do ,  and

they  d idn r t  have  anyp lace  to  go . r r  So  he  sa id ,  t t l  f ed

them a f te r  a  f ash ion r t '  and  he  sa id ,  r rYou  no t i ce  how

smooth the br icks are-- the stones--on th is  house?rt  I

sa id ,  t rYes  
,  i t  t  s  a  rea l  n i ce  s tone  house .  t r  He  sa id ,

r rThose are a l l  hand-smoothed.  T had them go out  here

ln the f ie ld and get  these f ie ld s tones and s i t  and rub

then l ike for  window s i l1s and doorways and so on. t t

He said,  t tThose are a l1 hand-rubbed.  r r  Wel- l  ,  i t  I  s  j  ust

th lngs that  you f ind out  by ta lk lng to the o ldt lmers '

you know.

When did you f I -na11y get  out  of  the jungle?

My!  I  th ink \^re vras in  there four teen or  f i f teen months.

Was i t  about  October of  1943? Does that  sound l ike a

p r e t t y  g o o d  d a t e ?

Yes,  I  would imagine so.

Where d id you go when you got  out  of  the jungle?

We went  to Thai land .  that  p lace up there by .

Kanchanaburi? Tamarkan?

Tamarkan. Up there by where the brldge over the Ri-ver

Kwae  1s?  Yes .

How dld you get  f rom the jungles

We walked part way, and they put

us the rest  of  the way.

Tamarkan?

on a t ra in and took

to

U S
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Did you have any qualms about traveling on thaL railroad

t h a t  y o u r d  j u s t  b u i l t ?

I t  wasn f t  t he  ra i l r oad  werd  Jus t  bu i l t ;  i t  was  a  ra i l r oad

on  pas t  t he re  t ha t  t he  Eng l i sh  had  j us t  bu i l t .  The re rs

Th ree  Pagodas  Pass ,  and  i t r s  j us t  a  h igh  c l i f f .  Lo rd

on l y  knows ,  i t r d  t ake  you  ha l f  a  day  to  f a l 1  t o  t he

bot ton of  them gorges they got  up there.  They bui l t

a  ra i l road r ight  out  beside th is  c l i f f .  Knowing some

of  the work we d id (chuckle)  r  You get  k ind of  J-eery

about  r id ing around there on a t ra in,  but  I  donr t  know

of any of  them that  ever  fe lL of f .

Are you i rnply ing that  there was a great  deal  of  sabotage

done at  the Amer ican end of  that  ra i l - road?

Anyth ing that  you could do that  would be undetecLed unt i l

you got  out  of  there was done.

l lhat  were some of  the th ings that  you would do?

Oh ,  l i ke ,  w i t h  any  ma te r i a l ,  you ld  ge t  de fec t i ve  pa r t s .

L lke,  a hal f -sp ike or  something l ike that ;  wel l '  i t  covers

the  ho1e .  We1 l ,  you rd  pu t  t ha t  i n  a  coup l i ng ,  and  you rd

leave bol ts  loose to coupl- ings or  anyth ing you can.  Anyt ime

that  you can knock a wedge out  f rom under a br idge wi thout

get t ing caughtr  you know, or  something l lke that .  When

i t  was  l eve led  up ,  i t  s ta r ted  to  sway  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  You

never knew what  yourre going to run in to.  I  d idni t  enjoy
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the  r i de .

What did you do when you got to Tamarkan?

We werent t  there too long;  the bunch T.  was wi th werenr t .

They kept  us moving pret ty  good.  About  the only th ing

I remember at Tamarkan . . . this old boy found some

copper tubing,  and he was making gol -d r ings and sel l ing

them to the nat ives.  Herd shine them up wi th ashes out

o f  f l r e ;  boy ,  i t  l ooked  j us t  l i ke  go ld .  The rn  na t i ves

was just  buying then as fast  as they coul .d get  hold of

them, as fast  as he could saw them of f  and smooth them

down, you know. And bananas.  Boy,  they was the best

bananas you ever  ate in  your  l i fe !

Was Tamarkan k ind of  a rest  camp in a sense?

I t  was a rest  camp, but  i t  was an o ld camp.

In other  words,  the Japanese had got ten just  about  a l l  o f

the labor  they could get  out  of  the pr isoners at  that

s tage .  They  had  to  back  o f f  f o r  a  l - i t t l e  wh i l e  a t  f eas t .

We1l ,  we had the ra i l road bui l t  and t ra ins running over  i t ,

and we had i t  ba l lasted and a l l -  that  s tuf f .  I  donr  t

k n o w .  I  t h i n k w e

We must  not  have been

Do you remember any of

at Tamarkan?

Wel l ,  they were af ter

was bornbed about  once or  twice there.

there over  a couple of  weeks.

the bornbing that took place there

B u r g e : the br idge more than anything else.
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They d idnt t  h i t  the camp much,  as I  recal l .  They d idnr t

come  c lose  to  me .

Marcel lo :  Did th is  bombing have any ef fect  on the Japanese in terms

of  thei r  at t i tude toward the pr isoners?

Burge:  Anyt i rne they were bombed,  they took i t  out  on you'  yesr

Thev 1et  vou know that  they d idnt  t  l lke you'

Marcel lo :  I^ Ihat  d id th is  bombing do for  your  morale?

Burge:  l lan,  every bomb made you feel  bet ter .  The Al l ied were

t h a t m u c h c l o s e r . T h e m o r e f r e q u e n t t h e y w e r e m e a n t

thev were that  much c loser .  r rThey st i l l  care!  Boy,

tomorrowf s  the daY !  t '

Marcel lo :  Now you ment loned that  you were not  at  Tamarkan too long'

Where did You go from Tamarkan?

Burge :  We  wen t  t o  Sa igon .

Marcel lo :  And I  assume that  th is  is  where you then sPent  a lmost  the

bu l k  o f  t he  res t  o f  You r  t ime .

Burge:  Yes,  we spent  the rest  .  .  .  I  guess,  a year-and-a-hal f

was about r,rhat it was rounded out to.

Marcel lo :  Okay,  how did you get  f rom Tamarkan to Saigon?

Burge:  As I  recal l ,  we went  by t ra in again.  we a lways wound up

marchlng some, but  wherever  they could,  they had t ra ins.

Marcel lo :  Where were you quartered when you 8ot  to  Salgon?

Burge:  Across the road f rom the docks.

Marcel lo :  Were you work ing nost ly  on the docks here at  Saigon?
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No, that  was a s ldel ine.  We had to bui ld  b last  wal ls

and rnachine gun emplacenents and al1 klnds of thlngs.

I worked most of the tlrne at the airdrome.

What were you doing out there at the aj-rdrome?

Me and a Mexican from dor^m at San Antonio drove steam

rol lers.  We about  worked our  way out  of  a job.  We

star ted out  on a steamrol ler ,  and we had .  the

Korean guards would take us out  there,  and the Japs d idnr t

want them around where you was working. rrYou 
Just stand

back and watch that  they donrt  escape,  and wel l l  work

theml youtre always messi-ng with them and standing them

up there at  at tent j -on and s lapping them around and stuf f . f t

They  d idn r t  have  t ime  fo r  a l l  t h l s ,  t he  Japs  d idn ! t .  So

we had one o ld sergeant  that  would go wi th me and r rsan

Antone, t t  . "  I  a lways cal led h im, and weld take turns

work ing  th i s  s teamro l l e r .

Wel l r th is  honcho beat  h i rn up one n ight ,  because we

werent t  get t ing that  f i re  going ear ly  enough in the morning.

Of  course,  we shoved as l i tL le fuel  in  l t  as we could at

a t lme.  But  he come out  Lhere the next  day,  and he said,

r rNow yourve got  one hour to get  up steam and get  th is

th ing  go ing . t '  We l l ,  we tve  been  tak ing  two  o r  t h ree '  you

know, anything to slow dovm the movement. We said, rrWell 
,

now  i t r s  ve ry  s imp le .  A l l  you tve  go t  t o  do  a t  n i gh t  i s  f i l l
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that  f i re  box fu l l  o f  f i re ,  and the next  morning,  boy '

i t t l 1  a l l  be  ho t r ' r  you  know.  r f okay . f r  He  though t  i t

over  awhi le ,  and he went  and repor ted to h is  of f icer

that  we were going to bui l -d a b ig f i re  at  n ight .

So we bui l t  a  b ig f i re ,  We was using rubber

wood-- they was cut t ing a l l  the rubber t rees down out

the re - -and  i t r s  ho t -bu rn ing  s tu f f .  We l l ,  we  go t  t he

\ ^ /a te r  j us t  abou t  ou t  o f  s i gh t  i n  t he  bo t tom o f  t he  bo i l e r ,

and we f i l led i t  up wi th (chuckl -e)  that  rubber f i rewood

and we went back to the barracks. l ' I ie come back the

next  morning,  and that  th ing had done mel ted through

(chuckle) .  So they took us up around Hanoi  someplace.

How long were you at  Saigon a l together  then?

Oh, we was there about  a year-and-a-hal f .  But  af ter  we

had burnt  th is  s teamrol l -er  upr they took me and r fSan

Anlone" up toward Hanoi  and p icked up an o ld Blackstone

o i1  eng ine  ro l l e r .  I t  was  abou t  a  t en - ton  Job r  and  i t

had a hot  p lug in  i t  where you had to heat  i t .  Then you

f lung a f ly-whee1 to get  i t  s t .ar ted.

Wel l ,  we went  up there,  and i t  took about  four  or

f ive days to chug back on that  o ld th ing.  We got  i t

dovrn there,  and we used 1t  for  a l - i t t le  whi le .  We got

to thlnking, trHow j.n the world are you going to wreck

somethlng l ike th is?t t ,  you know. So we got  to  hammering
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around one day when that ol-d Jap had went over there

to the nat ive huts to get  h im sorneth ing to eat .  We

got to hammering around on it and broke this rocker

arn,  th ls  centr ic .  Wel l ,  as far  as I  know, they was st i1 l

braising on that when the war was over. Because everytime

theyfd bra ise i t - - they werent t  good at  i t - -and everyt ime

they td  b ra i se  i t ,  t hey rd  have  i t  a  l - i t t l e  o f f - cen te r .

As  soon  as  you rd  ge t  i t  go lng  good ,  i t l d  snap t  see .  We

didnr t  have to sabotage i t  anymore.

So then they got  us some gasoJ-Lne ro l lers.  They

got  two of  them; one of  Lhem wouldnl  t  hard ly  run,  and the

other  one was in pret ty  good shape when we got  i t .  But

werd ur inate in  the gas tank when he wasnrt  looklng or

sorneth lng l ike thatr  you know, and te l l  h im i t  was miss ing,

and wetd be c leaning the p lugs and spi t t ing down on top

of  the p is tons or  take a leak i f  we had t imer You know,

and stuf f  l ike that .  We got  i t  pret ty  wel- l - - ru ined.

The nat ives star ted steal ing the bat tery out  of  them,

so  a t  n i gh t ,  h " td  say ,  t fYou  have  to  t ake  the  ba t te ry  i n . r f

S o  w e r d  g e t  a  r o t t e n  r o p e  a n d  m a k e  u s  a r r y o - y o  p o l e r t t y o . ,

know, and carry the bat tery between us.  Weld get  to  bounclng

i t  on our  shoulder  when he wasnrt  Looking,  and the rope

would break and drop the bat tery and bust  i t .

So  the  nex t  n igh t ,  boy ,  he rd  ge t  us  good  rope ,  and
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weld  ge t  a  ro t ten  po le  o r  someth lng '  see  (chuck le ) .

Theyrd beat the heck out of that old rrduderr;  man, he

just got a beat ing every night wefd walk ln there

for something or other.

But we managed to make the war on that old .

we just kept i t  running enough to have a job.

Marcel lo:  So you were working out there at the air f ie l-d most of

the t ime that  You were at  Saigon.

Bu rge :  Mos t  o f  t he  t ime r  Yes .

Marcel lo :  Did you get  a chance Lo work in  any of  the warehouses

along the docks?

Burge:  We1l ,  we got  a b ig chance,  I ' lhen you come tn f rom your

regular  work par ty  and get  your  r ice '  then pret ty  near

all hands had to go over there and work three or four

hours unloading the sampans,  tak ing that  r ice in  s tores

and put t ing i t  in  the go-downs over  there '  you know.

Marce l l o :  l rm  su re  t ha t  t h i s  p resen ted  a l - l  so r t s  o f  oppo r tun i t i es

fo r  s tea l i ng .

B u r g e :  I t  p a t d  f o r  L t s e l f .

Marcel lo :  You want  to e laborate on that  s tatement?

Burge:  Wel1,  somet imes theretd be sugar,  and sometLmes there ld

be th ls ,  and somet imes thererd be that .  I  had acquired

an Austra l ian water  bot t le  and made something l ike a f lask,

k ind of  seml-- round,  to f i t  your  h iprand I  carr ied i t  in
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a canvas pouch. Wel1, you cut Lhe bottom out of i t

and get i t  pretty wel l  up to the top and then seal i t

up ln there with resin or whatever you can get so i t

would klnd of hold water.  Wel1, you could take that

thermos out real quick or that drinking cup and canteen

and f i l l -  i t  up wj. th whatever you coul-d get '  see. Then

yourd have water on top, because theyrd look in them

bot t les ;  they  werenr t  qu l te  tha t  dunb.

But one day they looked in one, and it was full

o f  Amer l -can c igaret tes in  the packages yet .  That  l ike to

have drove them up a wall--how ln the worldrin a three-

quarter-inch hole, they got whole packs of Arnerj.can

cl -garet tes in  there.  Man,  I  sa id they werenl t  dumb

because  they td  l - ook  i n  i t .  Bu t  L t  t ook  o f f i ce r  a f t e r

of f icer  and conferences and everyth lng e lse before they

got. sense enough to pull i t out that canvas bag and look

a t  t he  bo t tom o f  i t .  Th i s  o ld  6oy  hadn r t  eve r  go t  t he

top .  I  f igure he got  greedyr  You know, and he d idnt t

have the top in there. But we got sal-t and sugar and

cigaret tes and anyth ing L ike that .

I  understand th is  is  where a lo t  of  the pr isoners were

ab le  t o  s tea l  c l o th ,  t oo ,  f o r  t r ad lng  to  t he  na t i ves .

Yes,  yes,  werd get  c loth and wrap i t  around you.  They

al1 wore bel1y bands,  so they d idnr t  th ink anyth ing about

B u r g e :
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t t  t f  you had something wrapped around you;  you could

carry l t  r ight  out  in  the open as long as l - t  wasnrt

too much of  i t r  you know. And the bot toms of f  o f  every

mosqui to net  when yourd be out  on work deta i ls  and so

on,  you know .  one of  yourd get  to  drawing maps of

the Uni ted States and asking a l l  these quest ions,  and

soroebody e lse would be over  there get t ing a l l  that  c loth

of f  the bot tom of  thei r  mosqui to netsr  you know.

I  guess l l fe  wasnr t  too bad here in  Saigon in being a

p r l s o n e r .

I t  p icked up real  good in Saigon.  I  got  back up to about

140  pounds  the re .  The  food  was  be t te r ,  and  I  wasn l t

work ing so hard,  and we had pret ty  good quarters.

Where were you stay ing?

Wel1,  l t  was these barracks a long .  .  .  I  th tnk that  they

had been nat ive barracks.

Were they fa i r ly  habi table?

Wel l ,  yes.  They were by far  the best  werd had s ince we

le f t  B i cyc le  Camp,  i f  no t  be t te r .  The re  t he  fac i l i t i es

were good.  You had a b ig .  .  .  what  weld cal l  a  horse

troughr mnde out  of  concrete,  wi th running water  in  i t

a l l  the t ime and concrete around i t  so you wasnrt  s tanding

ln the mud washing your  feet .  They had pret ty  good restrooms.

Of course,  they were the nat ive rest rooms again where youfd
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squat .  But  a l l  in  a l l ,  i t  was 100 per  cent  bet ter  than

any th ing  werd  had .

Dld you st i l l  have your  beard and long hai r?

They 1et  us shave them of f  a f ter  we got  there.  They gave

us shears and c l ippers one day.  Youfd never  bel ieve they

were your  very best  buddies that  you have been together

day and night for a year-and-a-half. You take their

beard of f  and thel r  hai r  of f ,  and you can recognize them

only by thei r  vo ice.  Now you might  th lnk that ls  funny,

but  that  makes so much d i f ference.  I  suppose I  looked

as funny to them as they looked to me, but you roight

walk rLght by somebody that you know, and neither one

of  you would speak to Ehe other  one because (chuckle)  he

don l t  l ook  t he  sane ;  you r re  pe r fec t  s t range rs .

A1l  th is  t ime,  had you ever  recelved any Red cross parcels?

We got one in Saigon, as far as I remember. What was

supposed to be for  one person-- the Japanese took so many

of them or somebody dld--that one parcel was split up

amongst  about  e ight  people,  T bel ieve.

How important  were those parcel -s  to you?

Wel1,  you d idnt t  get  enough of  i t  for  i t  to  mean too much'

It let you taste Eagl-e Brand cream and maybe a Lucky Strike

c lgaret te.  You just  d idnl t  get  much when e ight  or  ten

people d iv tded one of  those l i t t le  packages.
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Marcel lo:  Now whl le you \ . tere at Saigon' were you ever subjected

to any bornbing?

Burge:  Oh,  yes.  Yes,  we had some pret ty  good a l r  ra ids there '

The best  one was r ight  a long toward the last .  They pul led

a ra id,  I  guess,  f rom Singapore to Hong Kong.  I t  was

a b ig,  long one;  i t  was a l l  up and down the coast .  I t

was a l l  s f -mul taneous.

In Saigon,  the water  level  is  so h lgh-- i t rs  maybe

a foot  under the ground-- that  you canl t  d ig a t reneh.

You had to bul ld  a b last  wal l  out  of  the mud up h igh,  see.

Wel1,  we had them out  behind our  camp. Of  course '  at

the a i rpor t  there was p lenty of  p laces to get  in '  because,

there again,  is  where werd take out  the d l r t  in  meters.

So you had a good deep p lace to get  in ,  you"know.

But  we was standing at  quar ters one morning,  and

somebody said,  t 'My God!  l lhere d id thern Japs get  a l l  those

planes?rr  I t  was k lnd of  level - - there was some big t rees--

but  you could see the a i rspace over  the a i rpor t  about

ten or  twelve mi les awaya And i t  was just  a beehlve of

f  i gh te r  p lanes .

About  that  t ime,  one of  then come down out  of  the toP'

and yourd see th is  Zero just  get  up above the t reetops.

Then yourd see h is  parachute b looo ou! .  Thls  other  o ld

boy pul led *p,  and he said,  t 'Hel l  
,  themts Amer ican p lanes!r f
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It was the Marines from the Navyr You know. Boy, they

bornbed and they bombed and they bombed.

I^te had been assigned bil lets on shlps to go to

Japan,  and theyrd been br inging the shl -ps in .  I  guess we

was only a couple of  days f rom going aboard them to go

to Japan.  So then they come over  to bomb the docks af ter  .

they got  104 a i rp lanes on the aLr f le l -d that  day.  So then

they come over and they bombed the docks,

Wel l ,  werre out  ln  these shel ters by then.  There

vras gun emplacements out around us and gun emplacements

across the channel  f rom the docks,  Wel l - ,  theyld f ly

r lght  over  us st raf ing;  they!d st . rafe the emplacements

over  there,  and then theyrd d ip down and drop thei r  bombs

and then peel  outr  you know. They a l l  worked real  good

together ;  theyrd been there before .  .  ,  not  maybe in

Saigon.  They dropped a few out  in  them r lce paddies,  and

belng bul l t  up instead of  having a hole in  the ground,  them

th lngs  was  j us t  l i ke  be ing  on  a  sh ip ;  t hey rd  j us t  r ock

and ro1l ,  you knol .

We didnr t  have any real  anxl -ous moments '  but  th is

one p l lo t  .  and I  th ink i t  was th is  Reese that  I

met  the other  day that  had ta l -ked to a p i lo t  that  was

in thar rald that day. He got a 50O-pounder hung i-n the

rack--a bel ly-bomb. He come r ight  over  our  heads f l ipp ing



Marce l l o :

Bu rge :

Burge
1 3 9

that  th ing,  just  barre l - ro l l ing i t - - t ry ing to f l ip  that

th ing out .  He got  on past  us;  he went  in  the channel

ove r  t he re .

But they got eighty-four ships in the harbor; they

goc 104 p lanes on the ground at  the a i rpor t ;  they got

all the oi1 tanks and, as far as I know, all the aruno

dumps .  They  qu i t  a t  11 :30 ,  t hey  came in  a t  e i gh t  o r c lock ,

and  they  worked  un t i l  11 :30 '

Be tween  1 l : 30  and  one  o rc lock ,  t hey  go t  us  a l l  t oge the r

and took us out  to  the a i rpor t  t ry ing to repai r  i t r  you

know. At  one of  c l -ock them t fdudesrr  come back,  and they

worked unt i l  dark,  and they d id one beaut i fu l  job.  Them

boysrd come down, and i f  theyrd put  thel r  wheels down,

theyrd have been landed.

By that  t ime,  we know that  they know werre there,

see ,  so  we t re  s i t t i ng  up  on  top  o f  t he  L renches  ou t  t he re .

Werd point  th is  way and that  way3 r rYou mJ-ssed onel t t  Theyrd

go back up a l itt l-e bit and look around and come back

down through;  theyrd Just  fJ-y r ight  over  usr

I, lhat were the Japanese doing al-l this t ime?

Golng crazy (chuckl -e) .  Thei r  guns were f i r ing at  them

and  so  on .  Then  tha t  even ing .  .  . l J . ke  I  say ,  t hey  s tayed

there unt i l  pret ty  near  dark;  they must  have a l l  had to

make af ter-dark carr ier  landings.  Some more squadrons
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that  theyfd bonbed out  someplace e lse came in.  There

must  have been s ix teen or  e ighteen more f ighters come

in that ntght and piled up out there on the runway.

I t  was  a  p re t t y  good  day ts  t a l l y  j us t  i n  t ha t  one  p lace .

You ment ioned awhi le ago that  you were dest ined to be sent

back to Japan.  What  d id you th ink about  the idea of  going

to  Japan?

Wel l ,  that  was something you t r ied not  to  th ink of '

because if you went to Japan, then they was going to have

to land up there to get  you out  of  there.  None of  us were

ln favor  of  tak ing a t r ip  at  that  t lme,  especia l ly  af ter

these planes had been coming in bombing and al-l that stuff,

you know.

We was bonbed at other times. There was an oJ-d boy . .

hets f rom up around Decatur  or  Jacksboro,  uP in there

someplace,  because I  seen h im not  too long agol  I  guess

l - t  was ln  Lubbock at  our  last  meet ing.  Me and h im was

standlng out  there one n ight  .  a  .  these horse t roughs I

was te l l ing you about  were cal led f l tongs ' r r  We was standing

there, and they got this big high barnboo fence around

this side of the camP. I^Iell, these B-24t s would fly up

over the river, up the channel--it was really a river--

and theytd stay r ight  on top of  the water  where the Japs

couldnt t  depress thei r  guns,  down on account  of  thei r  b last
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walls, to shoot at them. WeL1, theytd be up there in

town before you ever  knew i t ,  seer  And theyrd go t rwooshr l

across that  dock st raf ing and borubing,  and then they!d

come r lght  out  over  camP, the way theytd take th is

c i r c l e .

Well, me and old rttr 'at Boylr were out there watching

and talking . . . and they had thls btg plt dug there to

put  sour  r ice and any k ind of  garbage or  refuse in .  L ike

I  say,  i t  was only a foot  down to water ,  so natura l -J-y

it was wet and muddy in there. That bamboo started flying

of f  the fence over  our  head,  and o l -d r lFat  Boyrrwent

r fchunkr t r  r lght  in to that  th ingr  see.  I  dropped down

behlnd the concrete r r tongfr  there.  o l -d r rFar  Boyr f  come up,

and  he rs  go t  t h i s  s l op  a l l -  ove r  h i ro ,  and  he  sa id , t t l t

would take a dr lmb rso-and-sol  to  do that ,  wouldnr t  i t?r l

We1l ,  we forgot  about  the ta i lgunner in  the god-darned

th ing,  see.  He opened up and r rFat  BoyJt  went  back in  there

again (chuckle)  .

Marcel lo :  Let ts  ta lk  about  the per iod leadlng up to your  lJ-berat ion.

Descr ibe hors the l iberat ion came about .  I Iow you found out

the war was over ,  th ings of  that  nature.

Burge:  Wel1,  they had moved us f rom the docks in to some French

barracks uptown.  As th ings got  worse,  the work ing par t ies

kind of slowed down. I\Ie woke up one morning, and everybody
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sa ld ,  r rThe re  a in f  t  no  gua rds  on  the  ga te l r r  So  we  d idn t t

know anything about the bombs and stuffr You know, at

Hiroshlma and a l l  that  s tuf f ,  t rA in l t  no guards on the

g a t e . t r

Now were these sti11 the same guards that you had had

on the raLl road,  or  had they changed by thLs t ime?

A few of  them were '  but  you just  put  them al l  together ;

anyt lme you can get  oner  You get  h l -mr you know. With

the Kangaroo Court  af terwards,  T,  dont t  th ink that  there

was one Korean lef t  in  Saigon.  We dldnr t  mess wi th the

Japs,  because the Japs hadnrt  been that  .  a l though

theyrd a l lowed i t  to  happen,  they hadnrt  been that

mean personal lY to most  of  us.

If you \{ere a pilot or somethlng, then you came

under Japanese Kempei  d isc ip l ine and pr ison.  I  donr  t

th tnk I  ever  seen but  one p i lo t ,  and I  dont t  know what

became of  h im.  Most  of  them they Lnterrogated to death

up there.

l , Ie l1,  the of  f icers said,  r rWel l ,  hang

un t i l  we  see  wha t t s  go ing  on . l l  La te r  on ,

ten or  e leven ofc lock,  they came over  and

that  sa ld,  t rs tay where you are.  The Air

Ln to get  you outr r t  You know.

But the Japanese never gave you any word

around here

I  guess ,  about

dropped pamphlets

Force wi l l  be

Marce l l o : at all as to what
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was taking place.

No.  I f  they  d id ,  they  jus t  gave i t  to  the  o f f i cers ,

and the  o f f i cers  kept  i t  qu ie t  to  keep d isc ip l ine .

I  wouldnr t  say that nobody knewr but us old cool ies

d lndr t  know any th ing  about  i t .

I^Ihat was your reaction when you read these pamphlets

and learned that the war was over and that you would

very short ly be l iberated?

We1l ,  you  jus t  g ive  a  b ig  o ld

yes terday  i t rd  be  today , t t  yo t

what werd been l iv ing on.
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sigh and say, rr I  told you

know (chuckle).  That was

Was there any sor t  of  a celebrat ion?

No .  No  b ig  ce leb ra t l on .  We  Jus t  .  .  .  we l l ,  I  guess

the same afternoon, some of us wandered out in town

looklng for  a beer  or  somethingr  You know.

Now was th i -s  against  a l l -  o f  the orders that  yourd received

and so on? In other  words,  were you supposed to s tay

in the camp?

Wel l ,  we dLdnf i  have any st r ic t  orders to s tay in  there

that  I  know of ,  because nobody said anyth ing about  us

going.  They to ld us to s t ick around unt l l  we found out

what was going to happen, and when we got the pamphletst

why, we found out what was happening.

ShooL,  me and o1d [Fat  Boyr t t  again,  we l ike to got
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ktl led the next day. We got along al l  r lght the f irst

evening,  and the next  day we went  out .  Wel l ,  I  guess

thererd been some Air  Force pJ-anes that  came in,  but

we  d ldn r  t  know i t  ye t .

We were walking up the street, and a Frenchman asked

us to come have d inner  wi th them. So we said,  l rF ine.r l

He apologized;  he said,  t tW. have very poor  food,  but  we

have p lenty of  i t . "  Wel1,  they had r ice and boi led cabbage

and lots  of  wlne.  There was p lenty of  i t ,  and we aPPreciated

l t ,  you know. His wi fe and chi ldren couldnt t  speak any

Engl ish,  but  he could speak pret ty  good broken Engl ish.

So we was s l t t ing there having wine af ter  dLnner.  They

d ldn t t  pou r  you r  w ine ;  t hey  j us t  se t  a  bo t t l e  i n  f r on t

o f  each  p la te ,  and  you rd  d r i nk  ou t  o f  l t ,  see .

The st reet  had been f i l l ing up the day before.  These

nat l ,ves were s i t t ing around,  and theyrd dug up thei r  o ld

weapons and stuf f ,  and they was seraping the rust  of f  o f

knl-ves and guns and sharpening their knLves on the curb

and sharpening up green bamboo poles and a l l  th is  s tuf f .

So wefd Just  f in ished eat ing d inner ,  and we heard

a coupLe of  shots,  which I  found out  la ter  was the f i rs t

two shots f i red in  the Vietnamese War.  A pr iest  .  .

somebody was t ry ing to break in to h is  church,  some of  these

Communl-sts ,  and herd shot  them or  shot  at  them. I  donl t
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know lf he kil led them. But those were the two shots we

hea rd .

That  I  s  a l l  i t  took.  Boy,  I  I  n  te l - l lng you r they come

up across from that house we was in with machine guns

and just  b lew the f ront  windows a l l  out  of  i t  and the

plaster  on the ins ider  You know. You could hear  shots

al l  up and down the st reet ,  and,  of  courser  we h i t  the

f loor .  r r l ,Jhat  the heckrs going to happen now?rr  We1l ,  we

looked out  there real  carefut ly ,  and therers some PoWrs walk-

lng up and down the st reet  out  there in  thei r  G-st r ing '

and nobodyts saying a word,

Now were you st i1 l  in  Your G-st r ing?

I  was at  the t ime.  I , r Ie  hadnrt  been lssued any c lothes

yet  to  amount  to anyth ing.  So we said,  I tWel l ,  theyrre

not  bother ing them,t r  0f  course,  for  a year-and-a-ha1f

wetve beensteal ingfrom the Japs and sel l ing to them and

vice versaryou know; werve been k ind of  scratching each

o t h e r r  s  b a c k .

But they were all red-eyed. Boy, they was worked up

Lnto a rage,  see.  They star ted to shoot  a l1 the French .  .

weJ-l, anybody that was French. So me and old ffFat Boyrr

walked out  on the porch,  and they d idnt t  pay any at tent ion

t o  u s .

About that t ine, some Frenchman come breaking tn the
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backdoor and hol ler ing.  I t  was a f r iend of  th is  fe l low

we had lunch with, and he said . . . he was Ehe one that

to ld us that  they was shoot ing a1l  the French,  and he

had to get  down to t t r is  hospi ta l .  He was a b ig surgeont

I  guess ,  i n  Sa in t  Joseph rs ;  i t f s  a  beau t l , f u l -  b i g  hosp i t a l

in  Salgon,  which we d idnr t  happen to be too far  f rom.

So th is  guy sald,  t tWel l - '  now 1-ook,  theyl re not

bother ing you guys.  lJould you t ry  and escor t  th is  man

up there to the hospi ta l?r t  Wel l ,  we had another  swig of

that  good o1d French wine.  t rYeah,  wel l - l -  take hLm.t t  So

he went in the backyard, and he got hLs blcycle, and he

fo lded h ls  coat  over  h is  arm-- just  as French as French

can ber  you know. Of  course,  I  guess he was qui te a

dtgnt f ted f igure around there.

We go dor^rn th is  s t reet  wetre on,  and everyth ingf  s  f ine.

One of  us is  on each s ide of  h im,  and they even step of f

the s ldewalk to le t  us go through.  Nobodyrs saying a word

unt i l  vre get  out  there and we turn up th is  b ig boulevard;

i t  must  have been e ight  or  ten cars wJ-de.

Just  as we get  s tar ted up l t - -you can see the hospi ta l

gate up on the le f t  up there;  man'  I  got  a per fect  p ic ture

of that--here come these natives or Comlunists or whatever

you want. They Just come down around there just l ike l^Iater

f lowing through a cul -ver t .  I , t !s  just  f rom a fence over
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here (gesture)  to  the wal ls  over  here--of  humani ty .  Wel l ,

hel l ,  we cant t  run;  thatrd be adrni t t ing gui l - t  or  you was

up to somethingr  You know. So we just  kept  walk ing,  and

vre got  twenfy or  th i r ty  feet  up ln to that  mass.

Then a1l the sudden somebody said something, and

somebody said something e lse,  and they just  put  a r ing of

guns and knives and them green bamboo stobs around each

one of  us.  They wanted to know just  where we thought  we

was going and what we was up to. Well-, we told them, and,

nan, we was speaking Japanese and Vietnamese and Engllsh

and what-have-you (chuckle). Some guy there--one of the

natLves--could speak French pret ty  good,  and th is  doctor

1s just  ta lk ing uP a storm himsel f ,  YOU know, because hers

the one thatrs  in  hot  water  more than we are (chuckle) .

But ,  o f  course,  we was a ld ing and abet t lng h inr .  He showed

them his card and so onr and so they lryakkedrr around there

awhl le,  and they decided i t  would be a l l  r lght .  He

promised them that any wounded would be allowed to come

up and be la id on the ins ide of  the gate,  and h is  at tendants

would come out and take them in and gLve thero the best of

care. So they worked out a deal, and we took hin on up

to the gate and turned around and went back down with all

these peopl-e.  Everyth ing ls  Just  fLne.  They d idn! t  pay

no  a t t en t i on  t o  us .
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I  sa id , t f rFa t  Boy r t  I r ve  had  enough  l i be r t y  f o r  t oday .

I tm ready to go back to camp.f f  (chuckle)  So we star ted

back down the st reet .  we get  down ln k ind of  the industr ia l

d is t r ic t  there,  and theyrre just  shootLng up and down that

st reet  1 lke you wouldnr t  beLieve '  so we stayed behind a

bu t  l d tng .

An old boy come running out of the doorway with his

gun and wanting to know what we was dol-ng there. t lWell,

we $/ant  to  go back to camp'  and welve got ta cross th is

st reet . t r  I tokay!"  Everyth ing was f ine.  He got  congenia l  ,

and he b lew a whist le .  They b low a whist l -e up the st reet '

and they blow a whistle dor,cn the street; the shootlng kind

of  s lacks of f ;  and he waved a whi te f lag,  and they waved

whi te f lags.  He said,  t tokay.r r  We walk across the st reet

and get  behind the bui ld ings on the other  s ide;  he b lows

hls whl-s t le  again;  they star t  shoot ing again (chuckle) .

How long was it before you were final-l-y repatriated by

the Amer lcans?

Oh, fLve or  s i -x  days;  i t  wasnl t  very l -ong.  Af ter  our

escapade up t,here that day, the Air Force cornmandeered

the Continental PaLaee Hotel dowqtown and made it a refuge

for all women and chil-dren that wanted to come in. Well,

they came out to the camprand they gave us some sunLan

khakis and a car ton of  c igaret tes and asked for  guards to
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go down to this hotel. So on each landing and each

balcony and the roof  and so on '  they stat ioned us,  you

know. I dont t know . . . i t was one day or tvTo days from

then that me and Elmo Kennedy was there. 0f courser they

gave  us  a  bo t t l e  o f  r um aP iece .

Werd stood our  four  hours of  guard duty '  so we pur

our G-strings back on, and we wenL down to look the town

over.  I^ le  found a Pret ty  n ice,  f r i -endly l i t t le  bar  down

there and gor pretty well rtswackedrf and come back around

midnlght .

This o1d p i lo t ,  he said .  .  ,  l -nc identa l ly ,  th is  p i lo t

was on an is land in the Faci f ic  that  the Japs had one

end of Lhe runway and we had the other. Well-, he was

f ly tng expJ-osives in  and out  of  that  p lace;  he f lew the

t fHumpr ra l l  du r i ng  t he  wa r  up  i n  Ch lna .  He rd  seen  i t  a l l '

We walked in, and he said, ttHow in the world do you guys

get  out  there and back?tr  He said,  r fEveryt ime I  s t i -ck

my head out  the door,  they take a shot  at  me.r f  Wel l ,  he

had the American flag on his back and he had a big CBI

patch--Chl-na-Burma-India patch--on h is  shoulder  and h is

p l l o t f s  cap  and  a l l -  t ha t .

L Ie  sa id ,  t t come  on  up ;  we r l l  f i x  you  up . r t  We  took

hirn up there to the room and got hin in a G-string '

made him strlp down and put a G-string on him and said,
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t tCoue on.r r  Wel l ,  we went  back down to th is  bar  and woke

o ld r rmamasan t tup ,  and  she  go t  t he  g i r l s  up  and  eve ry th ing '

and we proceeded to have a ball agaf-n'

Wel1,  he was pret ty  wel l  l rswackedrr  when we come in

abou t  4 :30  o r  f i ve  o t c l ock ,  and  they r re  knock ing  on  the

doors to take of f  and go out  to  the a i rpor t .  Wouldnr t  you

know we got out to the airport, and we caught that fduderl

for  a pt lo t  (chuckle)  and pret ty  near  had to help h im aboard.

l lhere do they take you af ter  you get  aboard the p lane?

We went to Bangkok and then to Karachi and then to Calcutta.

I^Ie was in Calcutta about nineteen days '

What  happened when you got  to  Calcut ta?

Oh, they put  us in  the hospi ta l  there in  th is  2nd General

Hospl ta l  or  something l ike that  and fed us steaks and v i tamin

p t l l s .

Did you have any t rouble readjust ing to that  tyPe of  food

again?

I ^ l e1 l ,  yes ,  you  d idn l t  ea t  much  o f  i t .  I t r d  k l nd  o f  t ea r

your  s tomach up a l - i t t le  b i t .  Now me, I td  had r ice pudding

al l  ny t i fe  for  breakfast  .  .  .  cereal  or  something l ike

that ,  you know. I  l iked r ice.  I  was eaclng a lo t  of  r ice

1n the Phi l ipp lnes and Honolu lu before we got  in  pr ison.

I  would rather  have r ice today that  I  would potatoes.  But

some of  them didnt t ,  and some of  them fared pret ty  good,  and
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some of  them didnr t .  Some peoplets s tomachs were in

worse shape than others.  On the whole,  i t  d idnf t  take

too long,  you know. I  know people that  havenrt  had

a gra ln of  r ice--and swear they never  wl l l - -s ince then'

I  assume that  they made no p lans to prePare you in a

psychological  sense for  the type of  wor ld that  you were

going to find when You came back.

No.  These Japs,  you know, theytd a lways be teasing about

having women in the Army and stuff . ttAw, thatrs a bunch

of  baloneyr t t  you know. r rMaybe nurses,  but  no sold iers

and  s tu f  f  . r r

So we got to Karachi, and we was out there in the

desert  in  pup tents.  Boy,  l t  was hot ;  the wind was b lowing

a1l  the tLme. So I  asked some sold ier  there i f  there was

anyplace to get  a beer ,  and he sald,  r rDor^m the road here

abouL  a  m l " l e . "  We l l ,  I  t ook  o f f  by  myse l f .

Here comes th is  b ig o1d | ts ix-byrr  roar ing up a longside

of  me.  r lYou want  a r ide,  Mac?rr  I  looked up and herels

a b lg robust  b londe dr iv ing Ehat  th ing.  I  sa id,  r rYeah,

I fm going dovm here.  They te l l  me there ls  a beer  jo int

dovm here. t r  | tYeah.  Hop in. t t  So I  c l imbed in there,  and

I  sa ic l  ,  
t 'what  are you doing here?l r  Wel l  ,  she said,  t t l t t

a  WACrrrand 1 d idnl t  even know what  a WAC was.  I  found

out from her in the next mile that there lras women in the
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Army and that they was called wACls. That was the first

su rp r l se r  You  know.

Marcel lo :  Dtd you have a very hard t ime adjust ing to c iv i l ian l i fe

afLer  You got  out  of  the rn i l i tarY?

Burge :  We l l ,  I  d i dn r t  ge t  ou t  .  e  .  j ou  know,  l i ke  I  say ,  T

stayed for  twenty years.  By that  t l -me,  I  d ldnr t  have

any  t roub le  ad jus t i ng r rea l lY .

Marcel lo :  Let  me Put  i t  to  you th is  way.  Af ter  you \4rere l lberatedt

how long was i t  before you re-enlLsted agaLn?

Burge :  I  neve r  d id  ge t  a  d i scha rge .

l " larcel lo :  T see.  Wtry d id you decide to s tay in  the serv ice?

Burge:  Wel l ,  I  had seven years in .  I  had just  a l i t t le  whi le

to go when the war s tar ted of  being d ischarged on four  years.

I had seven years in, and they told us that we had two

years shore duty .  .  .  a l l  Pohl l  s  had two years shore duty

coming.  So I  sa id,  t t l^ le l l  
,  that  g ives me nine years,  and

I  don r r  know any th ing  ou ts ide . r r  And  I  d l dn t t  l i ke  l t  ou t s i de

then .  I  sa id ,  I ' Tha t t l l  g i ve  me  n ine  yea rs ;  t ha t r s  a lnos t

ha l f  a  ca ree r  Ln  the re ,  so  l l i - l  j us t  s tay . l r  So  when  I  go t

my nine years in . . . well, I shipped over when T. came back.

Marcel lo :  t {hy d id you have two years of  shore duty?

Burge:  I  guess to become Aroer icanized again or  something.  I  donr t

know why,  but  they said,  ' rA l -1 Poi^r ls  get  two years of  shore

duty i f  theY staY in the serv ice.r l
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Oh, i f  they staY in the service.

Y e s .

T see. In other wordsn i f  you had decided

of the service, then you wouLdnlt  have had

this two Years.

to  get  out

to put  in

No ,  no ,  no ,  no .  I t  was  j us t  i f  you  s tayed  i n .  You  go t

two years of  shore dutY.

you said awhi l -e ago that  you d idnt t  l - ike the wor ld that

you saw out  here.  Can you e laborate on that?

Wel l ,  I t l l  g ive you an example.  h l l ren I  got  home '

I was home fl-ve days out there on a farm with my mother

and father, and I was climblng the walls. I love them

very much, and they love me very much; they did everything

they could to p lease mer But  wi th that  peace and quiet

and  se ren i t y ,  a f t e r  wha t  you td  been  i n  so  l ong ,  You rd  j us t

abou t  b low  up .

I was home five days, and I l-eft and come down here

to Houston, and I was gone over a month just knocking

around .  of  course,  going on r fbenderst r  and stuf f  l - ike

t h a t .

fhe l lavy Department wrote and told us afrer we was

home f lve days,  t tYour leave is  cancel led.  You repor t  to

san Jacinto Post  of f ice in  Houston to r ide the new Houston

up  the  channe l .  You t l 1  be  aboa rd  fo r  a  week . r r  Tha t l s  how
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I  got  dorrn here in  the f i rs t  pJ-ace for  the second t ime.

So I came dovn, and then it took me a month to get back

home. By that  t ine,  I  was get tLng c l - imat ized a l i t t le

b t t .

As you look back over  your  exper ience as a pr isoner-of -war,

what do you see as being the key to your survlval?

Oh,  ny upbr inging.  The Good Lord.  Man,  he got  me through

l t  a l l  as  f a r  as  t ha t  Soes  r  .  .  a i n r t  nobody  e l se .  An

unc1e,  when I  went  in ,  sa id,  I tWel- l - ,  i f  I  f lgure anybody

can make l t  in  the n i l i taryr  you c3n,r t  I  thought  a lo t

of  that  uncle.  When the going would get  pret ty  tough

somet imes ,  I t d  t h i nk , t tWe l - l '  now  l f  I  don l t  hang  l n  t he re ,

Uncle Harryrs going to be d isappoLntedrr t  you know. That

was kLnd of  my stay ing power,  and then the Lord kept  hold

of  my shi r t  co l lar  and kept  me ln the r ight  p lace at  the

r l gh t  t Lme .  I  don r t  know.  .  .  L t  was  j us t  my  make -up ,

I  guess .  I  sa id ,  t ' To  he l l  w i t h  t hem!  They  a in r t  ge t t i ng

me down, and theyl re going to be here tomorrowr so I ld

bet ter  s t ick around and wai t  for  them.r f

Wel l ,  Mr.  Burge,  I  th ink thatrs  probably a Pret ty  good

place to end this interview. I want to thank you very

much for having taken time to talk rl- lth rae. Yourve said

a lo t  of  very in terest ing and i rupor tant  th ings,  and I rm

sure that scholars are going to find your conments very
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valuable.

We l l ,  I  hope  I  have .  I t r s  l i ke  I  say .  Some o f  us

remember one th ing .  .  .  yourve got  to  ta lk  to a whole

bunch of  people that  were r ight  a longsLde of  me'  and

you r l l  ge t  a  who le  bunch  o f  d l f f e ren t  s to r i es .  Because

some of them will remember one thing, and you can let

t hem read  my  book ,  and  they r l l  say ,  r rYes '  t ha t r s  r i gh t .

I  remember that  nowrr ;  but  they wonl t  remember i t  before.

I never was one for keeping dates ln mind l ike when we

went  f rom one camp and what  was the camp. I t  was just

an ex ls tence,  because tomorrow we was going to be f reed

so what  the heck made the d i - f ference,  see.  To some, they

l lke to keep records;  some are natura l -born h is tor ians

and fact -d iggers and so on,  and some of  us are just

p lodders.  And I  happen to be a p lodder (chuckle) .

Wel l ,  again,  l  want  to thank you very much for  your  cornments.

We l l ,  D r .  Marce l l o ,  I l ve  enJoyed  i t  t o  no  end .  I  hope

I  dtd you some good .  I  donr  t  know. But  I  cer ta in ly

have enJoyed l t ,  and l t  sas nLce meetLng you,  and I  want

you to get  back here somet ixoe.  l . lhen yourre passing throught

just  s top and say hel lo  and v is i t  awhi le ,  ! , le  wonrt  have

to  s i t  i n  one  p lace  a l l  t he  t ime  Cchuck le ) .
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