
Antony Oldknow 
1400 South Main Avenue 

Portales, New Mexico 881 30 

19 May 2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray: 

I am deeply concerned about the BRAC Commission's Cannon Air Force Base closure 
decision, which is regarded all over Eastern New Mexico as an unmitigated tragedy! 

I do not believe the Commission is fully aware of the unique national-defense attributes 
Cannon offers. These include abundance of air space, and no encroachment issues; 
associated with the base, and by air only seconds away from it, is a most serviceable 
bombing range; in the vicinity also is ample air space for military flying at supersonic 
speeds; in the locality too, the weather for flying is ideal all-year-round. And there are 
many other advantages to the site and its installations. 

In addition to Cannon's superlative military value to the nation, the base has been 
supported over the last fifty years by our local communities in a manner unmatched by 
analogous communities-we consider Cannon an integral part of our family. 

Eastern New Mexico is not a densely populated area-which is in many respects an 
advantage for Cannon: such low density is a very great asset from the security viewpoint. 
However, not only would that advantageous security aspect be lost with base closure, 
such closure would also have devastating effect on our economy: credible estimates 
calculate that the area will lose at least twenty percent of its workforce if the base closes, 
and a radically deleterious ripple effect would play havoc with our public and private 
education systems and other professional and social activities. Particularly grievous for 
me personally, and for many fellow citizens in similar circumstances, would be the 
closing's negative effect on life-long investments in our homes. My own house, still 
under mortgage, was estimated prior to the closure news as worth as much as $1 50,000- 
I have already paid $120,000 towards my goal and still have $60,000+ to go, taking into 
account interest and other financial requirements. If the base closes; property v~lues  wi!! 
plunlmet-news of the closing has already caused them to begin plummeting-and it is 
hard for us citizens to believe that we would receive adequate fiscal compensation for 
such catastrophic financial losses that are entirely beyond our control. Similar horrendous 
property loss would certainly not occur in densely populated areas whose fiscal well- 
being was independent of changing conditions at nearby bases. 

Please reconsider all these cogent facts before making your final decision. 

Respectfully yours. 
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