
May 20,2005 

Janice Lee 
043 S Roosevelt Rd AH 
Floyd, New Mexico 88 1 1 8 

General Lloyd W. Newton, 

It is my intent to express my concerns of the BRAC Commission's decision to close 
Cannon Air Force Base. 

I have lived near the Bombing range, in the Melrose vicinity for over 45 years. Though 
those years I have had the opportunity to watch and view Cannon and the need for it in 
our community, state, and nation. 

I have so many thoughts about this, that this letter will not even touch what I want to or 
needs say about the closing of Cannon. 

The EASTERN side of New Mexico will suffer the loss of Cannon in many ways. 
Our Colleges (Eastern New Mexico University& Clovis Community College), 
the 2 city (Clovis and Portales), all the rural schools in surrounding Counties, as 
well as the Western side of Texas will suffer with the reduction of student 
enrollments in both elementary and college levels. This will affect the stability 
of the education our children will be able to afford though the lower enrollment 
thus rolling in to the financial aspects of funding our schools. This will then 
affect the Teaching position that will be available through our schools. Our 
teachers will have to relocate to be able to continue to support their families. 
This will set the economy ball rolling to further the poverty level in New Mexico. 

With the Cannon families being transferred to other Air Bases, a financial 
expense for our State and Nation will no doubt occur. The building of new 
housing and schools to accommodate the over load of families at other Air Bases 
will only put a financial burden on whole nation. With our Nations resources 
depleting, leaving an established Air Base to enlarge other Air Bases is a waste of 
the Nations finances and resources. 

The lesson we should have learned from - 91 1 - is that the National security should and 
would be more efficient if we concentrated on our defiance to be in broader areas, instead 
of larger condensed areas. Keeping in mind that we have 2 international air ports with in 
120 miles of Cannon, I would think having an Air Force Base near an International Air 
Port would be good defiance for our country, and influence a terrorist from trying to inter 
our country with Air Bases close to the international air ports. 

As I have told you, I have lived around the bombing range for over 45 years. For 20 of 
those years I lived on the road that went to the range and seen the need of maintains of 
the bombing range. I have also known when the planes crash, there is a big need of air 
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