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July 9,2005 

2005 BRAC 
Arlington, Virginia 

Dear Sirs: 

The Nation's defense should be the first and foremost consideration in any base closures 
or realignments. If it is in my country's best interest to change the way the Air Force uses 
Eielson Air Force Base then the change should be made. 

As you know the proposal for Eielson has the community of Fairbanks, Alaska in a 
dither. I have enclosed a couple of sample newspaper ads that were running before your 
visit. Patriotism runs about as deep as the impact on many citizens and businesses pocket 
books. I am sure that most of these folks agreed with the 2 ex generals who made the case 
for maintaining the status quo at Eielson since it would have been information citizens 
never considered. If you agree with these men then pocketbooks will not be impacted. 
Given what little I know about human nature I am afraid your decisions may be unduly 
influenced by the perceived economic impact of a closure or realignment. 

If the government (military) knows they can fight our wars and defend this country in this 
new age of warfare and beyond by making changes to the way they do business then they 
should be told to move forward. Communities will simply have to pick up the pieces and 
move on themselves. 

I was pleased to hear that you were questioning the Air Force about the need to maintain 
Galena and King Salmon airports and facilities. 

Ft. Wainwright Army Base in Fairbanks has always seemed to me to be a misplaced 
facility. It was vital during World War I1 during the Lend Lease campaign but I am not 
sure how it has been an asset since. It seems like the Stryker Brigade that is stationed here 
could be in a more practical place. Their vehicles cannot leave a road up here and travel 
cross country because the wet bog would immobilize then quickly. They train for this war 
by moving all their vehicles by rail from Fairbanks to Fort Polk to train. That sure doesn't 
look economical or efficient. Someone should run the numbers on Ft. Wainwright as 
well. 

I appreciate your service to my country in the matter. Hopehlly we will be defended by a 
much more efficient and economical military. 

Silv 
862 Highlander Drive 
Fairbanks, Alaska 997 12 


