
David Burch 
230 1 Northglen Dr. 
Clovis, NM 88101 

General Lloyd W. Newton 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Gen. Newton: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Cannon Air 
Force base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake, the recommendation is not irrthe 
nation's best interest, and I urge the BRAC Commission reverse this decision and remove 
Cannon from the closure list. 

I fear the decision to close Cannon considered only short-term savings and ignored 
Cannon's unique role in national security. Cannon has many characteristics that would be 
difficult to impossible to duplicate at any cost. Cannon has the unencroached airspace 
necessary for training at supersonic speed, a low-cost environment with many millions in 
recent upgrades, and the highest level of community support of any military base in the 
nation. 

One of the effects that I'm sure was not considered will be the impact to the area's 
veterans. Cannon houses the only Veteran's Administration hospital in the area. If 
Cannon is closed, New Mexicans and Western Texans will have to travel hundreds of 
miles for health care services. Is this any way to treat those who have served and 
protected our nation? 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to all of Eastern New Mexico and 
Western Texas. The entire area is united in support for this base, and its retention. 

If you analyze the cost of replacing all unique characteristics of Cannon Air Force Base, 
I'm sure that you will see a huge expense instead of a short-term cost savings. I urge you 
to overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base open. 

'L- 

David Burch 

DCN 4728



May 31,2005 

General James T. Hill 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: Removing Cannon Air Force Base from the Closure List 

Dear General Hill: 

I urge you to overturn the Department of Defense's BRAC recommendation to close Cannon Air 
Force Base. 

Cannon Air Force Base should not be on the BRAC closure list for many reasons. I've listed 
some of the key reasons below: 

Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure. 
Cannon has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This provides for 
safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots. 
The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round training opportunities. 
Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, training, and 
readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the 
US Navy. 
Cannon has ample spacelramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in 
training and emergency situations 
Clovis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (including Amarillo and Lubbock) are 
home to a large military retiree population. These people rely on Cannon Air Force Base 
for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not another installation close by to 
serve our retired military. 

In summary, the Clovis, Portales and surrounding communities have reached out and supported 
Cannon Air Force Base like no other community over the last 50 years. We've done so 
financially, morally, spiritually and above all consistently. The continued operation of Cannon 
Air Force Base is not only extremely important for this region, but for the Nation as a whole. 
Respectfully, I urge you to vote to remove Cannon Air Force Base from the BRAC closure list. 

Sincerely, 

C, 
Mrs. Judith ~ k n i a s  
8340 La Linda Ln 
Clovis. New Mexico 881 01 



Dear James H. Bilbray, BRAC Covnbdon 

This is my input concerning your decision to close Cannon 
Clovis, NM. Here are a couple of reasons we have to offer to keep 
Cannon open as well as the major impact it would have on the 
surrounding community. 

The closure will hit extremely hard economically with percentages 20- 
26% of job losses, almost double the nearest other base closing. 

The government will reimburse any military personnel for homes they 
own, or will buy and absorb any remaining homes. (1000 homes @ 
$95,000 each = $95 million tax dollars). Causing all homes to devalue. 

Eastern New Mexico and West Texas (including Amarillo and 
Lubbock) are home to a large military retiree population. These people 
rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not 
another installation within 225 miles or more to serve our retired 
military. (Albuquerque, Ft. Worth, Alamogordo) 

All city services will be reduced: City police, Sheriff, Hospital, 
Paramedics, Fire Dept., etc., as well as, tax revenues. 

WE strongly urge you to reconsider your decision and "Keep Cannon". 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Dickson 



Dear BRAC Committee, 
JUL 1 5 2005 

Received 
We the surrounding communities of Curry and Roosevelt County that have 

had the honor of having Cannon AFB a part of our community f o r  more than 50 
years. There are many reasons that Cannon should NOT be closed. 

Some of the things are the abundance of air space, void of any 
encroachment issues, the future use of super sonic flying, the fabulous weather 
that permits a year round training ability. I n  addition, the Melrose bombing range is 
seconds from the end of the runways at  Cannon, which allows pilots to get airborne 
and immediately begin their training operations over the area. 

I n  the early go's, Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico 
purchased air easements around Cannon AFB and GAVE them the to  the Air Force. 
This was done to protect that air space from encroachments and was an important 
issue for the Air Force as it is today. The local community purchased land North of 
Cannon AFB and GAVE it back to the Air Force for  additional housing, now known as 
Chavez Manor. Within the lust few years, our community purchased land West of 
Cannon and GAVE it back to the Air  Force for the installation of instrument lighting 
on the alternate runway at  the base. 

Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war fighting, 
training, and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort 
between Cannon and the US Navy. Cannon has won countless awards, both on the 
ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels, and national and STAT levels. 

As hopefully you will personally witness, the relationship between Cannon 
AFB and the surrounding towns: Clovis, Portales, Lubbock, Amarillo and many others 
is UNLIKE ANY OTHER INSTALLATION I N  THE COUNTRY. These towns are 
home to large military ~e t i ree  populations which rely on Cannon AFB for healthcare, 
grocery shopping, and more. 
Our community has reached out and supported the base like no other community 
over the past 50 years. We've done so financially, morally, spiritually and above all, 
consistently. We are proud, honored and blessed to have Cannon Air Force Base and 
will stand behind i )  and everything it stands for. The sound of those jets flying 
over is the sound of FREEDOM! 

By signing you are allowing additional topies t o  be made and mailed t o  the following; CC: 
BRAC Commissioners; Anthony J. Principi, James H. Bilbray, Philip Coyle, Harold W. Gehman 
Jr., James V. Hansen, James T. Hill, Lloyd "Fig" Newton, Samuel Knox Skinner, Sue Ellen 
Turner, President George W. Bush, Mrs. L a m  Bush, 60v. Bill Richardson, Senators: Pete 
bomenici, Jeff Bingaman Rep. Tom Udall, Heather Wilson 



Dear Philip Coyle, 

Cannon Air Force Base has been an important part of Clovis and the 
surrounding communities for more than fifty years, and it means a great 
deal to this area of the country. PLEASE take a moment to read the 
following lines that explain how our community feels about Cannon, 
and some reasons why we believe that Cannon should remain open. 

Curry County and the State of New Mexico purchased air easements 
around Cannon AFB in the 1990's and GAVE them to the Air Force. 

In the past the local community has purchased land north of Cannon 
AFB and GAVE it to the Air Force for extra base housing. And more 
recently, the community bought land west of Cannon and GAVE it to 
the Air Force so that instrument lighting could be installed on their 
alternate runway. 

Eastern New Mexico and West Texas (including Amarillo and 
Lubbock) are home to a large military retiree population. These people 
rely on CAFB for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not 
another installation within 225 miles or more to serve our retired 
military. (Albuquerque, Ft. Worth, Alamagordo) 

Cannon has the, facilities, and ramp space to accommodate surge force 
requirements in training and emergency situations, readiness as was 
evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the 
US Navy. 

Cannon has a great relationship with all the surrounding communities, 
and has also won awards at ACC, Air Force, and NAF levels. We 
urge you to PLEASE "KEEP CANNON". 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Dickson 
R&D Service Center 



JAN BRADBURN 
271 5 AXTELL STREET 

CLOVIS, NEW MEXCIO 881 01 
Jan.Bradburn@clovis.edu 

June 8,2005 

Dear BRAC Commissioners: 

I am very concerned about the Department of Defense ' s 
recommendation that Cannon Air Force Base should be closed. 

I want to help make the Commission fully aware of the unique 
attributes that Cannon offers to our national defense. These include 
unencroached airspace suitable for training at supersonic speed, 
many new and existing facilities suitable for joint training exercises, 
and a low-cost environment that promotes cost-efficient training. 
Cannon is a real asset to the country's armed forces. 

Whether or not Cannon's military value has been recognized 
yet in Washington, out here we really appreciate the base. The local 
community has been uniquely supportive, donating time and land to 
promote the base's needs. We have also welcomed the personnel. 
The many veterans in the area make it clear that they feel at home 
here. We consider Cannon and its retirees a part of our family. 

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact on 
our economy. It has been estimated that the area will lose at least 20 
percent of its workforce, a percentage out of line with the effect of 
base closings in other communities. Cannon is critical for us. 

I invite you to come personally to the Cannon hearing in Clovis. 
I ask you to please reconsider Cannon's importance to the nation 
and to my community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON! 

Sincerely, 

Jan Bradburn 



Bruce Cole 
PO Box 849 
Clovis, NM 88101 

General James T. Hill, 

I am very concerned about the BRAC Commission's decision to close Cannon Air Force 
Base. 

I do not believe the Commission is fblly aware of the unique attributes that Cannon offers 
to our national defense. These include an abundance of air space and no encroachment 
issues, a bombing range that is only seconds away, the airspace to fly at supersonic 
speeds, and ideal year-round flying weather, among many others. 

In addition to the military values to the nation, Cannon has been supported over the last 
50 years by the local communities like no other in the country. We consider Cannon a 
part of our family. 

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact on our economy. It has been 
estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, plus the ripples effect 
that we will have on our public and higher education systems. 

the facts before making your final decision. 






























































































































































































































































































































































































