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May 25,2005 

Dr. Manuel F. and Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
2003 West Aspen Street 
Portales, NM 88130 USA 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 

We are writing this letter to you to express our extreme concern regarding the potential 
closing of Cannon Air Force Base and it's placement on the BRAC list. We wish to 
request that you strongly reconsider any decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

We respectfully appeal to you to remove Cannon Air Force Base from the BRAC list for 
the following reasons. (1) Cannon Air Force Base has not met the criteria you have 
previously considered for base closures. (2) Cannon enjoys abundant and needed airspace 
for proper military training of our pilots to fight our present conflicts. (3) Closing Cannon 
would have a severe negative impact on the economy of the neighboring small towns of 
Clovis and Portales. (4) Most other air force bases enjoy nearby towns and cities to 
offset negative economic impacts--Clevis and Portales do not; thus, closing Cannon 
would have an enhanced and devastating negative impact on both communities. (5) 
Closing Cannon would reduce enrollment in nearby educational institutions, such as 
Clovis Community College and the Eastern New Mexico University, both of which 
depend on military personnel and their families for enrollment-since state government 
fimding of both institutions depend directly on enrollment, closing Cannon would reduce 
enrollment and thus educational funding. 

It is our hope that you consider all of the facts before you make your decision. We ask 
that you do not commit our beloved Cannon Air Force Base to a devastating closure. We 
ask you that you would please keep Cannon! 

Thank you very much! 

Warmest regards, 

Dr. Manuel F. Varela 
A- q- L%dL 

Mrs. Ann F. Varela 



May 25,2005 

Dr. Manuel F. and Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
2003 West Aspen Street 
Portales, NM 88130 USA 

The Honorable Philip Coyle, 

We are writing this letter to you to express our extreme concern regarding the potential 
closing of Cannon Air Force Base and it's placement on the BRAC list. We wish to 
request that you strongly reconsider any decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

We respectfully appeal to you to remove Cannon Air Force Base from the BRAC list for 
the following reasons. (1) Cannon Air Force Base has not met the criteria you have 
previously considered for base closures. (2) Cannon enjoys abundant and needed airspace 
for proper military training of our pilots to fight our present conflicts. (3) Closing Cannon 
would have a severe negative impact on the economy of the neighboring small towns of 
Clovis and Portales. (4) Most other air force bases enjoy nearby towns and cities to 
offset negative economic impacts-Clovis and Portales do not; thus, closing Cannon 
would have an enhanced and devastating negative impact on both communities. (5) 
Closing Cannon would reduce enrollment in nearby educational institutions, such as 
Clovis Community College and the Eastern New Mexico University, both of which 
depend on military personnel and their families for enrollment-since state government 
funding of both institutions depend directly on enrollment, closing Cannon would reduce 
enrollment and thus educational funding. 

It is our hope that you consider all of the facts before you make your decision. We ask 
that you do not commit our beloved Cannon Air Force Base to a devastating closure. We 
ask you that you would please keep Cannon! 

Thank you very much! 

Warmest regards, 

Dr. Manuel F. Varela 

& 7' I/& 
Mrs. Ann F. Varela 



May 25,2005 

Dr. Manuel F. and Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
2003 West Aspen Street 
Portales, NM 88 130 USA 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray, 

We are writing this letter to you to express our extreme concern regarding the potential 
closing of Cannon Air Force Base and it's placement on the BRAC list. We wish to 
request that you strongly reconsider any decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

We respectfully appeal to you to remove Cannon Air Force Base from the BRAC list for 
the following reasons. (1) Cannon Air Force Base has not met the criteria you have 
previously considered for base closures. (2) Cannon enjoys abundant and needed airspace 
for proper military training of our pilots to fight our present conflicts. (3) Closing Cannon 
would have a severe negative impact on the economy of the neighboring small towns of 
Clovis and Portales. (4) Most other air force bases enjoy nearby towns and cities to 
offset negative economic impacts--Clevis and Portales do not; thus, closing Cannon 
would have an enhanced and devastating negative impact on both communities. (5) 
Closing Cannon would reduce enrollment in nearby educational institutions, such as 
Clovis Community College and the Eastern New Mexico University, both of which 
depend on military personnel and their families for enrollment-since state government 
funding of both institutions depend directly on enrollment, closing Cannon would reduce 
enrollment and thus educational funding. 

It is our hope that you consider all of the facts before you make your decision. We ask 
that you do not commit our beloved Cannon Air Force Base to a devastating closure. We 
ask you that you would please keep Cannon! 

Thank you very much! 

Wannest regards, 

Dr. Manuel F. Varela 

+ 7, I/&& 
Mrs. Ann F. Varela 



May 25,2005 

Dr. Manuel F. and Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
2003 West Aspen Street 
Portales, NM 88 1 30 USA 

Dear Admiral Harold W. Gehrnan Jr., 

We are writing this letter to you to express our extreme concern regarding the potential 
closing of Cannon Air Force Base and it's placement on the BRAC list. We wish to 
request that you strongly reconsider any decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

We respectfully appeal to you to remove Cannon Air Force Base from the BRAC list for 
the following reasons. (1) Cannon Air Force Base has not met the criteria you have 
previously considered for base closures. (2) Cannon enjoys abundant and needed airspace 
for proper military training of our pilots to fight our present conflicts. (3) Closing Cannon 
would have a severe negative impact on the economy of the neighboring small towns of 
Clovis and Portales. (4) Most other air force bases enjoy nearby towns and cities to 
offset negative economic impacts-Clovis and Portales do not; thus, closing Cannon 
would have an enhanced and devastating negative impact on both communities. (5) 
Closing Cannon would reduce enrollment in nearby educational institutions, such as 
Clovis Community College and the Eastern New Mexico University, both of which 
depend on military personnel and their families for enrollrnent-since state government 
funding of both institutions depend directly on enrollment, closing Cannon would reduce 
enrollment and thus educational funding. 

It is our hope that you consider all of the facts before you make your decision. We ask 
that you do not commit our beloved Cannon Air Force Base to a devastating closure. We 
ask you that you would please keep Cannon! 

Thank you very much! 

Warmest regards, 

Dr. Manuel F. Varela 

6 7 6  vdk, 
Mrs. Ann F. Varela 



May 25,2005 

Dr. Manuel F. and Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
2003 West Aspen Street 
Portales, NM 88 130 USA 

The Honorable James V. Hansen, 

We are writing this letter to you to express our extreme concern regarding the potential 
closing of Cannon Air Force Base and it's placement on the BRAC list. We wish to 
request that you strongly reconsider any decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

We respectfully appeal to you to remove Cannon Air Force Base from the BRAC list for 
the following reasons. (1) Cannon Air Force Base has not met the criteria you have 
previously considered for base closures. (2) Cannon enjoys abundant and needed airspace 
for proper military training of our pilots to fight our present conflicts. (3) Closing Cannon 
would have a severe negative impact on the economy of the neighboring small towns of 
Clovis and Portales. (4) Most other air force bases enjoy nearby towns and cities to 
offset negative economic impacts-Clovis and Portales do not; thus, closing Cannon 
would have an enhanced and devastating negative impact on both communities. (5) 
Closing Cannon would reduce enrollment in nearby educational institutions, such as 
Clovis Community College and the Eastern New Mexico University, both of which 
depend on military personnel and their families for enrollment-since state government 
funding of both institutions depend directly on enrollment, closing Cannon would reduce 
enrollment and thus educational funding. 

It is our hope that you consider all of the facts before you make your decision. We ask 
that you do not commit our beloved Cannon Air Force Base to a devastating closure. We 
ask you that you would please keep Cannon! 

Thank you very much! 

Warmest regards, 
/ 

Dr. Manuel F. Varela 

4- & ++ V d  
Mrs. Ann F. Varela 



May 25,2005 

Dr. Manuel F. and Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
2003 West Aspen Street 
Portales, NM 88130 USA 

Dear General James T. Hill, 

We are writing this letter to you to express our extreme concern regarding the potential 
closing of Cannon Air Force Base and it's placement on the BRAC list. We wish to 
request that you strongly reconsider any decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

We respectfully appeal to you to remove Cannon Air Force Base from the BRAC list for 
the following reasons. (1) Cannon Air Force Base has not met the criteria you have 
previously considered for base closures. (2) Cannon enjoys abundant and needed airspace 
for proper military training of our pilots to fight our present conflicts. (3) Closing Cannon 
would have a severe negative impact on the economy of the neighboring small towns of 
Clovis and Portales. (4) Most other air force bases enjoy nearby towns and cities to 
offset negative economic impacts--Clevis and Portales do not; thus, closing Cannon 
would have an enhanced and devastating negative impact on both communities. (5) 
Closing Cannon would reduce enrollment in nearby educational institutions, such as 
Clovis Community College and the Eastern New Mexico University, both of which 
depend on military personnel and their families for enrollment-since state government 
funding of both institutions depend directly on enrollment, closing Cannon would reduce 
enrollment and thus educational funding. 

It is our hope that you consider all of the facts before you make your decision. We ask 
that you do not commit our beloved Cannon Air Force Base to a devastating closure. We 
ask you that you would please keep Cannon! 

Thank you very much! 

Warmest regards, 

W d  Jd 
Dr. Manuel F. Varela 

+ 7. Y d L  
Mrs. Ann F. Varela 



May 25,2005 

Dr. Manuel F. and Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
2003 West Aspen Street 
Portales, NM 881 30 USA 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner, 

We are writing this letter to you to express our extreme concern regarding the potential 
closing of Cannon Air Force Base and it's placement on the BRAC list. We wish to 
request that you strongly reconsider any decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

We respectfully appeal to you to remove Cannon Air Force Base from the BRAC list for 
the following reasons. (1) Cannon Air Force Base has not met the criteria you have 
previously considered for base closures. (2) Cannon enjoys abundant and needed airspace 
for proper military training of our pilots to fight our present conflicts. (3) Closing Cannon 
would have a severe negative impact on the economy of the neighboring small towns of 
Clovis and Portales. (4) Most other air force bases enjoy nearby towns and cities to 
offset negative economic impacts-Clovis and Portales do not; thus, closing Cannon 
would have an enhanced and devastating negative impact on both communities. (5) 
Closing Cannon would reduce enrollment in nearby educational institutions, such as 
Clovis Community College and the Eastern New Mexico University, both of which 
depend on military personnel and their families for enrollment-since state government 
funding of both institutions depend directly on enrollment, closing Cannon would reduce 
enrollment and thus educational funding. 

It is our hope that you consider all of the facts before you make your decision. We ask 
that you do not commit our beloved Cannon Air Force Base to a devastating closure. We 
ask you that you would please keep Cannon! 

Thank you very much! 

Warmest regards, 

Dr. Manuel F. Varela 

f i b L  7. 3 . i C  
Mrs. Ann F. Varela 



May 25,2005 

Dr. Manuel F. and Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
2003 West Aspen Street 
Portales, NM 88 130 USA 

Dear General Lloyd W. Newton, 

We are writing this letter to you to express our extreme concern regarding the potential 
closing of Cannon Air Force Base and it's placement on the BRAC list. We wish to 
request that you strongly reconsider any decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

We respectfilly appeal to you to remove Cannon Air Force Base fiom the BRAC list for 
the following reasons. (1) Cannon Air Force Base has not met the criteria you have 
previously considered for base closures. (2) Cannon enjoys abundant and needed airspace 
for proper military training of our pilots to fight our present conflicts. (3) Closing Cannon 
would have a severe negative impact on the economy of the neighboring small towns of 
Clovis and Portales. (4) Most other air force bases enjoy nearby towns and cities to 
offset negative economic impacts--Clevis and Portales do not; thus, closing Cannon 
would have an enhanced and devastating negative impact on both communities. (5) 
Closing Cannon would reduce enrollment in nearby educational institutions, such as 
Clovis Community College and the Eastern New Mexico University, both of which 
depend on military personnel and their families for enrollment-since state government 
fimding of both institutions depend directly on enrollment, closing Cannon would reduce 
enrollment and thus educational funding. 

It is our hope that you consider all of the facts before you make your decision. We ask 
that you do not commit our beloved Cannon Air Force Base to a devastating closure. We 
ask you that you would please keep Cannon! 

Thank you very much! 

Warmest regards, 

Dr. Manuel F. Varela 

hL g - w  ~d& 
Mrs. Ann F. Varela 



May 25,2005 

Dr. Manuel F. and Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
2003 West Aspen Street 
Portales, NM 88 130 USA 

Dear Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, 

We are writing this letter to you to express our extreme concern regarding the potential 
closing of Cannon Air Force Base and it's placement on the BRAC list. We wish to 
request that you strongly reconsider any decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

We respectfully appeal to you to remove Cannon Air Force Base fiom the BRAC list for 
the following reasons. (1) Cannon Air Force Base has not met the criteria you have 
previously considered for base closures. (2) Cannon enjoys abundant and needed airspace 
for proper military training of our pilots to fight our present conflicts. (3) Closing Cannon 
would have a severe negative impact on the economy of the neighboring small towns of 
Clovis and Portales. (4) Most other air force bases enjoy nearby towns and cities to 
offset negative economic impacts-Clovis and Portales do not; thus, closing Cannon 
would have an enhanced and devastating negative impact on both communities. (5) 
Closing Cannon would reduce enrollment in nearby educational institutions, such as 
Clovis Community College and the Eastern New Mexico University, both of which 
depend on military personnel and their families for enrollment-since state government 
funding of both institutions depend directly on enrollment, closing Cannon would reduce 
enrollment and thus educational funding. 

It is our hope that you consider all of the facts before you make your decision. We ask 
that you do not commit our beloved Cannon Air Force Base to a devastating closure. We 
ask you that you would please keep Cannon! 

Thank you very much! 

Warmest regards, 

Dr. Manuel F. Varela Mrs. Ann F. Varela 
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TO The BRAC Commission 10 June 2005 

FROM Gary McCue 
584 Rhinehart Rd 
Bellville, Ohio 448 13 

SUBJECT 179 '~  Airlift Wing and Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 

1. BRAC was created to reduce infrastructure, thus saving money. BRAC is a good 
thing. It is healthy for the Department of Defense and the nation as a whole. It keeps the 
"lid on the pot" so DOD doesn't get too big, thus eating up too much of the budget. 
BRAC was NOT created and should NOT be used for the Active Duty component to 
"gain" assets. In my opinion, and until a DOD representative refutes it, this is exactly 
what is occurring with the 179~" Airlift Wing in Mansfield, Ohio, as well as many Air 
National Guard C-130 units across the country. Whether they are closed or realigned, 
these units are losing their aircraft. Why is the Air Force doing this? In the mid to late 
80s, Congress used appropriated funds to buy additional C-130s. The Active Duty did 
not want them, so the ANG and Air Force Reserve took them. We updated the fleet. 
Well, now that the active duty has broken, worn out aircraft, they are coming to get ours. 

2. There is a process for obtaining aircraft, it's called acquisition. Please use your 
influence to question what is going on. Taking the "iron" from the ANG via BRAC is 
not the way to do business. These aircraft were appropriated for the ANG to be owned 
by the state Governors through the Adjutants General. Call Major General Greg Wayt or 
Governor Taft and ask if this was coordinated through their offices. If it was, I stand 
corrected and will publicly admit as much. Thank you for your time. 

Very Respectfully, 



G ~ A  RECEIVED 
June 6,2005 

Retired Brig. Gen. Sue Ellen Turner 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Brig. Gen. Turner, 

We respect your desire to have our country's military in the best condition possible and at 
the same time to keep the cost to the tax payers of this country in portion. We, along 
with our fellow citizens of Eastern New Mexico, feel that keeping Cannon Air Force 
Base in Clovis, New Mexico open is in keeping with both your goals. 

We feel that if you will come and take a look for yourself that you will understand why 
we feel this way and that you will also come to the conclusion that closing this base 
would be a terrible loss of resources and an added burden to the tax payers of this country 
in relocating and providing elsewhere what is already available here. 

We are sure by now that others have pointed out that the available air space, the bombing 
range and our climate are great assets to the training and maintaining of our air forces, 
and that all these factors are not available together in many areas. 

We have lived in this area all our lives and have known many personally over the years 
who werelare connected with Cannon. We have been involved with civic and business 
organizations for the past forty years. We have witnessed and been involved in the 
support of Cannon Air Force Base. We have friends who, after leaving the air force, 
have chosen to remain here. They love living here and raising their families in our small 
communities where there is care and concern demonstrated in our neighborhoods, schools 
and churches. Some are now working at Cannon in civil service positions and are 
extremely saddened at the thought of having to move their families elsewhere. 

We would like to ask that you visit Cannon Air Force Base and the area personally 
before your final decision to close Cannon is made. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Richard D. and Lyndell L. Hood 
1425 S. Ave. B 
Portales, NM 88 130 



June 9,2005 
% RECEIVED 

0 6 1 3 2 0 0 5  
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Commission Member, 

You are receiving a tremendous amount of mail with the concerns of our local and wide-spread 
neighboring cities, towns and communities - concerning the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. 

Cannon Air Force Base meets all the requirements for our local and national security support. 
Cannon has the best location, testing andflying space, year round weather conditions, and good 
area relations. 

Our area in eastern New Mexico is comprised of smaller cities with little industry. Portales and 
Clovis are basically farming and ranching areas. Our cities depend on Cannon a great deal for 
economic stability and growth. Please don't take this away from us. 

We live in an area which is great for living and raising families. We are not the prettiest part of 
the world - but we love it and it is 'home' to so many of us. We have Eastern New Mexico 
University in both Portales and Clovis, some industries, great schools and retail stores. 
Cannon is extremely important to all of the above. 

If this base closure becomes a reality, it will be a devastating blow to our entire area. 
Jobs lost, property values decreased and families relocating to make a living elsewhere. We will 
basically be ghost-towns. 

At a time in our history when terrorism is on the news daily and the threat is a huge concern for 
all of us, we need our protection. We need Cannon. Cannon's credentials are flawless in the 
success of their military missions. 

Please help us keep Cannon, our employment, economic stability and our homes. 

Thank you for your consideration and review on keeping Cannon Air Force Base. 

Portales, N.M. 88 130 
505-356-8283 





? 4,,.+ RECEIVED .- 

Brad Reeves 
14 12 Piedmont 
Clovis, NM 88101 

BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC Commission, 
I am writing this letter in response to the announcement that the Defense 

Department has requested the closing of Cannon Air Force Base. Frankly, I am very 
puzzled by this announcement for the following reasons. 

1. Cannon is ideally located. Cannon is not faced with any urban encroachment 
problems. If an Air Base is to be closed in the Southwest, then why not Luke Air 
Base in Phoenix? Phoenix almost completely surrounds Luke and therefore, a 
very dangerous situation is the result. Also, Cannon is situated near supersonic air 
space as well as the Melrose bombing range. 

2. Cannon is very supported by the communities of Clovis and Portales. Many times, 
when the Air Force needed something, anything, the communities have just given 
the Air Force whatever was required. My understanding is that Phoenix would not 
miss Luke. 

3. Cannon Air Base has room for expansion. Why should we keep a crowded Air 
Base with no room for expansion, when Cannon can meet all requirements for an 
indefinite length of time? It is true that Cannon is a "one-mission" base. Why 
should that situation exist? Cannon is an overlooked jewel that deserves far more 
attention than is currently the case. Cannon, can be, indeed should be, the premier 
training base for the Southwest. 

4. Many investors have poured millions of dollars into the ClovisPortales area. 
These investors surely had some assurances from the military that Cannon would 
not be closed. Therefore, I have to conclude that politics, not military value, is the 
reason for the selection of Cannon for closure. Investors would not have put their 
money down if logical sense dictated Cannon would be the base to be closed. 

I believe when you consider all the facts, you will agree with me that 
Cannon Air Base should not only remain open, but should be greatly expanded for 
the reasons named above. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Reeves 



Melissa Whitacre 
3 6 1 7 Linkwood Lane 
Clovis, NM 88 10 1 

@ RECEIVED 

Admiral Harold W. (Hal) Gehman, Jr. 
BRAC Commission 

As a member of the Curry County community, I believe the closure of Cannon Air Force 

Base would be very detrimental to this community. Cannon AFB has a large impact on 

Eastern New Mexico and West Texas to include Lubbock Texas and Amarillo Texas. 

Upon the closure of Walker AFB in Roswell New Mexico, it has taken many years for 

this town to recover and build back up. The closure of Cannon AFB would cause a loss 

of 21% of the area work force. Cannon has one of the largest bombing ranges in the 

USA and is a supersonic base. I feel all these factors need to be considered when it is 

talked about the closure of the Cannon AFB. 

Thank you, 

Melissa Whitacre 



Melissa Whitacre 
36 1 7 Linkwood Lane 
Clovis, NM 88 1 0 1 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
BRAC Commission 

As a member of the Curry County community, I believe the closure of Cannon Air Force 

Base would be very detrimental to this community. Cannon AFB has a large impact on 

Eastern New Mexico and West Texas to include Lubbock Texas and Amarillo Texas. 

Upon the closure of Walker AFB in Roswell New Mexico, it has taken many years for 

this town to recover and build back up. The closure of Cannon AFB would cause a loss 

of 21 % of the area work force. Cannon has one of the largest bombing ranges in the 

USA and is a supersonic base. I feel all these factors need to be considered when it is 

talked about the closure of the Cannon AFB. 

&; ( ixl 
Melissa Whitacre 



June 8,2005 @ RECEIVED 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, Va. 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing you about the possible closing of Cannon Air Force Base. I believe this 
would be a mistake on the governments part if this were to occur. 

This base has one of the best safety records in the Air Force and that means something 
must be being done right. We the people of Clovis love and appreciate our military 
personnel and I think this must mean a lot to the people who must go out and defend our 
country that they leave their dependents in the care and concern of a good people. 

We have year round flying weather here in the area. There are two long runways, the 
pilots can reach the training range in a matter of minutes with no encroachment. There is 
a proposed expansion of supersonic airspace that should be finalized by the fall. 

My husband and myself moved to Roswell, NM in 1969 shortly after Walker Air Force 
Base was closed and we saw the devastation on that city, which has taken almost forty 
years to build back. The closing of Cannon would devastate both Clovis an Portales, 
NM. 

Please override the recommendation of the Pentagon and allow Cannon Air Force Base to 
remain open. 

Sincerely, 

1 7 1 7 Windsor Way 
Clovis, NM 



May 27,2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray: 

I am very concerned about the Department of Defense's recommendation that Cannon 
Air Force Base should be closed. 

I want to help make the Commission hlly aware of the unique attributes that Cannon 
offers to our national defense. These include unencroached airspace suitable for training at 
supersonic speed, many new and existing facilities suitable for joint training exercises, and a 
low-cost environment that promotes cost-efficient training. Cannon is a real asset to the 
country's armed forces. 

Whether or not Cannon's military value has been recognized yet in Washington, out here 
we really appreciate the base. The local community has been uniquely supportive, donating time 
and land to promote the base's needs. We have also welcomed the personnel. 
The many veterans in the area make it clear that they feel at home here. We consider Cannon 
and its retirees a part of our family. 

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact on our economy. It has been 
estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, a percentage out of line with 
the effect of base closings in other communities. Cannon is critical for us. 

I invite you to come personally to the Cannon hearing in Clovis. I ask you please to 
reconsider Cannon's importance to the nation and to my community. Please, let us KEEP 
CANNON! z$iyq 

Sylvia J Saiz 
PO Box 148 
Santa Rosa, NM 88435 

PS. On a personal note, I have retired Uncles and Aunts that depend on Cannon Air Force Base 
for their medical needs, medical prescriptions and retired privileges and utilize the commissary 
for other personal needs. This is an advantage to them as the commute to any other AFB is too 
far from their hometown of Ft Sumner and Santa Rosa. 



f$ RECEIVED 
May 27,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

I am very concerned about the Department of Defense's recommendation that Cannon 
Air Force Base should be closed. 

I want to help make the Commission fdly aware of the unique attributes that Cannon 
offers to our national defense. These include unencroached airspace suitable for training at 
supersonic speed, many new and existing facilities suitable for joint training exercises, and a 
low-cost environment that promotes cost-efficient training. Cannon is a real asset to the 
country's armed forces. 

Whether or not Cannon's military value has been recognized yet in Washington, out here 
we really appreciate the base. The local community has been uniquely supportive, donating time 
and land to promote the base's needs. We have also welcomed the personnel. 
The many veterans in the area make it clear that they feel at home here. We consider Cannon 
and its retirees a part of our family. 

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact on our economy. It has been 
estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, a percentage out of line with 
the effect of base closings in other communities. Cannon is critical for us. 

I invite you to come personally to the Cannon hearing in Clovis. I ask you please to 
reconsider Cannon's importance to the nation and to my community. Please, let us KEEP 
CANNON! 

PO Box 148 
Santa Rosa, NM 88435 

PS. On a personal note, I have retired Uncles and Aunts that depend on Cannon Air Force Base 
for their medical needs, medical prescriptions and retired privileges and utilize the commissary 
for other personal needs. This is an advantage to them as the commute to any other AFB is too 
far from their hometown of Ft Sumner and Santa Rosa. 



@ RECEIVED 

To: 
The BRAC commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Va., 22202 

Deas Committee Members, 

I'm writing this in regards to your decision on closing Cannon Air Force Base here in Clovis, New 
Mexico. I totally disagree with your decision! 

I know you have received thousands and thousands of letters giving you all the reasons why your 
decision is wrong, so I won't repeat them. 

Our countiy is in the middle of Was, and after the last administration eight years of gutting om 
Milita~y, the last thing we need to do is start closing bases, especially here in New Mexico! The 
wide open training area that New Mexico has, is a Blessing to our Military, Land and Ail-. 

We actually need to start building up our bases. Cannon needs to be modified to be the home of 
the F-22s or F-35s. It would be in the best interest of United States, the Air Fosce, and the 
people of Clovis to keep Cannon AFB open for our Country's future. 

I thank you for your time. I'll see you June 24"' . 

Sincerely, 

Mike1 Hays 

POB 1317 
140 1 Hickoiy 
Clovis, NM 88 102 



Ferrell Roberts 
2117 F a i r f i e l d  

Clovis ,  N.M. 8 8 1 0 1  
Phone: 505-763-5307 

June 10,2005 

Anthony J. Principi 
BRAC Commission 
251 2 S Clark St 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Ref. Cannon Air Force Base Closure 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

Since the announcement that the Department of Defense's BRAC list includes Cannon Air 
Force Base, Clovis, N. M., I have read with great interest the reasons surrounding this 
decision. I do not believe Cannon AFB fits the criteria for closure and the decision needs 
to be studied more closely. I shall not present you with the facts that our community 
leaders and Cannon AFB supporters have already made known. 

As a Nationally Certified independent (self-employed) music educator, I have over the 
years provided instruction to many of the men, women and children at Cannon AFB. 
Clovis is well known for its schools and educational resources. These military families 
have taken the opportunity to further their education while at Cannon AFB because of the 
stability of our schools -and nearby universities. As the familes at Cannon AFB have 
provided a diversity to our community, we too have provided a diversified support system 
for them. Our community has supported our military not only monetarily, emotionally, 
patriotically, but also in their pursuit of a higher education. 

Our area continues to invest in Cannon AFB providing the necessary means for expansion 
in land, facilities, and airspace with no encroachment issues. I am sure our community and 
those surrounding us will continue to invest in Cannon AFB because of its unique 
at tributes supporting our national defense. 

I welcome you and others of the BRAC Commissioners on your visit to Clovis and I 
sincerely ask that the recommendation for closure be reconsidered and Cannon Air Force 
'aase be removed &om the BRAC list. 

Most sincerely yours, 



June 9,2005 

Mr. Lloyd "Fig" Newton 
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Newton, 

Please note that this is NOT a reproduced letter of thousands but just one 
heartfelt letter to express what my thoughts are regarding the closing of 
CANNON AFB in Clovis, NM. Clovis is a struggling rural town in eastern 
New Mexico. Actually, the state of New Mexico as a whole struggles when 
you compare it to the other states in t h s  Country. Nonetheless, we get by on 
the little we have. Clovis' strength is made up of hard-working individuals 
through agriculture (primarily dairy, corn, wheat & milo farmers as well as 
ranchers) and also, most importantly, the men and women at Cannon AFB. 
These two groups help keep this town of over 35,000 prospering. We need 
them BOTH. The farmers and ranchers are not enough to keep this small 
town alive. The farmerslranchers are TOO unpredictable with weather 
(mainly drought) and markets affecting their livelihoods. Hey, I know t h s  
personally, I am married to a dryland farmerlrancher. He works way too 
much and after 20 years of marriage and being able to raise my two boys as 
good as I could, it finally came to where I had to go back to working outside 
the hornelfarm because it alone wasn't able to pay our bills. Sure, we had 
good years (about 4 in the last 20)! But it came to a point where we couldn't 
"take from Peter to pay Paul" anymore! 

Sir, I can't even imagine Clovis' economy surviving by the llkes of us and 
no IongmCannon AFB. This town will suffer badly. We have already seen 
all the years of drought affecting its' economy and barely getting by. 
Cannon AFB leaving will cripple it badly. We have a good base here, with 
great weather, space to no end and wholesome values to offer our young 
menlwomen and their families in the Service. Please reconsider this 
decision to close Cannon AFB and reevaluate the valid reasons why people 
here feel this would be wrong to allow. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 







Imm Eeykl 
804 Stanton Place Apt. # G 

Clovis, NM 88101 

Phone 763-9563 



e Bra o The Honorabl 

Dear Sirs, 

ic Commission; 

I am writing you concerning the proposed closing,of a very valuable part of our lives , 
and uur community, namely Cannon Air Force Base, 
We moved here fiom Texas ,when I was released fiom my tour of duty, in the U.S. Navy, 
in 1946, & have participated in the starting, & the growth, of 2 businesses ,as well as 
being active in the growth of our city and community, & the air base in general. 
We as a city, have been in close consact with Cannon& & have wafckl it grow along 
with our City. We have faced many challenges over the years of meeting the needs of the 
personnel at the base, and have integrated them into ow city, & social lives & churches & 
the community as a whole, accepting them as a vital part of us as we have grown 
tosether 

When a need , &om the base, became known to us , whether it be for more Land ,Or 
air space, or what ever the need was, we have been able to fill those requests, and make 
this base and the area ,the best in this whole countty, whether it be for training or 
deploying, to trouble spots around the world. and we are very proud ofwhat we have 
accomplished . 

The closing ofsuch a superb hcility, wauld be very detrimental to aua community, as 
well as our Countty in these troubled times . 

We , strongly & sincerely ask yau to reconsider all of the Data on the base & leave it 
as it is, a very. valuable asset to our countty ,and our community 

Camon & Clovis , has been w h  an integral part of uur lives for the lasf 60 years , in 
business, social, and churches, it would surely be a great loss, and a shame to close such 
a valuable asset. 

Thank you for You're reconsideration.. . 

Carl. E. & Fredria Deaton 



BRAC COMMISSION 
252 1 SOUTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 600 
ARLINGTON, ...... ~ ----" VA. 22202 -- 

June 1 I ,  2005 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

REF: CANNON AIR FORCE BASE 

I, TOO, LIKE MANY OTHERS WAS SHOCKED TO HEAR CANNON AIR FORCE BASE WAS ON 
THE LIST OF CLOSURES. 

OUR AREA, WEATHER WISE IS A GREAT ONE FOR AIRPLANE USE. 

WE HAVE NO MAJOR AIRLINES NEAR SO NO PROBLEMS FROM OTHER FLYING AIRCRAFT. 

THE PEOPLE OF CLOVIS HAVE HAD GOOD RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE BASE FOR YEARS. 

THERE HAS BEEN MUCH TAX MONEY SPENT IMPROVING THE BASE FACILITIES 
RECENTLY. RUNWAYS ARE IN GOOD SHAPE ETC. 

HOUSING FOR BASE PERSONNEL IS ADEQUATE, EVEN TO HOUSES BEING BUILT FOR 
AIRFORCE PEOPLE IN NEARBY TOWN OF PORTALES. 

A PRACTICE BOMBING RANGE IS NEAR THE BASE, NOT CAUSING FLTEL AND TIME TO BE 
WASTED GETTING TO IT. 

OF COURSE, LAST, BUT CERTAINLY NOT LEAST, OUR CITY WILL BE VERY HARD HIT 
FINANCIALLY IF YOU CLOSE THIS BASE. 

PLEASE RECONSIDER AND REMOVE CANNON AIR FORCE BASE FROM YOUR LIST OF 
CLOSURES.. 

' J 
DOROTHY REID BALDOCK 

1808 COLONIAL PARKWAY 

CLOVIS, NM 88101-31 16 



b RECEIVED 

June 9, 2005 

Dear BRAC Commission, 

To whom it may concern, We belive that cannon AFB should not 
be closed because the United States is in a time of war, The US. needs all 
the support it can have. Cannon AFB has miles of land for a bombing 
range. The town of Clovis New Mexico depends on the people of Cannon 
AFB to keep their homes fill, their businesses going, and the safety that 
they can provide. Many new restaurants, home improvement stores, and 
automotive departments have come to Clovis because of its rapid growth 
when joined with Cannon AFB. Many new homes are being built to house 
the men and women, and their families that come to Cannon AFB. We the 
people of Clovis New Mexico strongly urge the BRAC Commisioners to 
remove Cannon AFBfiom the closure list, not only for the town of Clovis 
New Mexico but for the surrounding communities and most importantly 
for the safety of the United States OfAmerica. 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Collier 



% \..- RECEIVED 

June 10,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

I am writing on behalf of the local effort to keep Cannon Air Force Base in Clovis, New 
Mexico off of the BRAC list. As a long time resident of Clovis with family roots in this 
community that go back to thc 1930's, I have a deep appreciation of the benefits of 
Cannon to the communities of Clovis and Portales. 

I'm sure that you've heard many facts and figures about the economic impact of closing 
Cannon, and that certainly cannot be ignored. Cannon is vital to our economy. But in 
addition to the financial implications of closing the base, our communities will also suffer 
a loss of diversity and exposure to other cultures. 

The population of Clovis is somewhat static. But the influx of people from other parts of 
this country as well as other countries has provided educational opportunities for our 
students and a positive importation of new ideas for our community. I have benefited 
from going to school with, working with, and teaching military students most of my life. 

As you reconsider Cannon Air Force Base's placement on the BRAC list, please 
remember that the Clovis/Portales area will be adversely affected forever. The small 
population of our area will only intensify the economic and cultural gaps left by the 
absence of Cannon. Removing Cannon from the BRAC list will keep our communities 
strong. 

Sincerely, 

~ebecca  K. Rowley / 
Executive Vice President 
Clovis Community College 

/ 



June 10,2005 

Anthony J. Principi; The Honorable James H. 
Bilbray; The Honorable Philip Coyle; Admiral Harold W. Gehrnan Jr.; The 
Honorable James V. Hansen; General James T. Hill; General Lloyd W. Newton; 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner; and Brigadier General Sue E. Turner 
Brac Commission 
2521 S. Clark St. 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Members: 

I am very excited that you will soon be visiting our city. I have already written to you four times 
and have come to view you as our allies in the fight to save Cannon. 

When you are here, I believe you will be asking yourselves the same question we are, What is 
Rumsfled's team thinking? Previously I have mentioned several things to you and I hope you will 
keep them in mind when you are here. They are: 

*:* There is no encroachment issue with Cannon Air Force Base (Luke, Nellis, Kirtland) 
*:* There are no nearby International Airports 
*:* Flying time here is not hampered by bad weather 
*:* The Melrose Bombing Range is nearby 
*:* There is a large community of retired military here that will have to relocate for base 

services 
*:* The economic impact on Clovis will be the worst of any base town slated for closing 
*:* New Mexico is already a very poor, economically sluggish state 
*:* New Mexico may trade Clovis to Texas for El Paso (a little humor, which is not a bad 

thing) 
*:* We have a very strong Democratic Governor who may be causing some sort of hidden 

agenda being enacted against our state 
*:* Florida and Arizona have strong ties to this presidency and they are not being hit like other 

states 

Please consider these points that I make concerning the recommendation set forth by the 
Rumsfled group. There are blatant flaws in them, which as our friends and allies, you should 
comefl  

ou or u r  ti e and consideration in this struggle of ours, m3 
hharon Winn 

1620 Axtell 
Clovis, NM 88 10 1 



June 9,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi; The Honorable James H. 
Bilbray; The Honorable Philip Coyle; Admiral Harold W. Gehrnan Jr.; The 
Honorable James V. Hansen; General James T. Hill; General Lloyd W. Newton; 
The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner; and Brigadier General Sue E. Turner 
Brac Commission 
252 1 S. Clark St. 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Members: 

We just received word today that now there will be five of you making the trip to Clovis. 
We are very pleased and excited about this. I am optimistic that in a little over two 
weeks you are going to see the importance of keeping Cannon Air Force Base open. 

A fellow worker was telling me a story this morning about being stationed at Luke Air 
Force Base near Phoenix. The jest was that it gets so hot there that they have to send 
people home, just as we would when it snows too much here. Of course snow here is not 
a day-in, day-out occurrence like heat is in Phoenix. This is just one more consideration 
for taking Cannon off the closure list. 

Again, we are excited for your up-coming visit and hopeful that you will discover what 
we already know-Cannon is important to our country and should remain open. 

fi3 
/ Sharon Winn 

1620 Axtell 
Clovis, NM 88101 



BRAC COMMISSION 
2521 S O U m  CLARK ST., SUIT€ 600 
ARLINGTON, VA 22202 





June 7,2005 
Mr.Anthony J. Principi, 
Chairmam,2005 BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Str. Suite 600 
Arlington, VA. 22202 
Dear Mr. Principi, 
I am writing in reference to the proposed closing 
of Cannon Air Force Base, at Clovis, N.M.. 
I want to express to you that I believe it is a very 
bad decision for the 2005 Base Closure and Realignment 
by Michael W. Wynne,Chairman of Infasture Steering Group. 
I am a houeswife i Clovis and my husband is a High Voltage 
Electrician at Cannon Air Force Base. Our lives will 
be turned upside down, just like so many other families 
here in C10vis~N.M.. I am from upstate New York 
orginally. Unlike the weather on the east coast,the 
weather here in Clovis is IDEAL for a base. The 
military planes fly as many as 350 days a year, because 
of such great weather. There is no commerical planes 
within 100miles of Cannon Air Force Base. 
I understand training is essential for the 

Air Forcedo to it's missions, which would not be 
hindered due to forces here, like bad weather, 
complaints of residents due to noise, serious encroachment 
difficulties,or a community that does not want to 
support their Air Force Base and it's missions. 
There is also endless room here in Clovis for expansion 
of the facility surrounding the base and bombing range 
without concern of encroachment by the population. 
Our community is enthusiastic with support for 
Cannon Air Force Base and very commited to make 
it a win-win situation for betterment of Clovis 
and the Air Force Base. In closing, I hope when you come to 
Clovis, you will see for youeself how wonderful this 
community really is, and what a IDEAL location 
it is for an Air Force Base. You can not understand 
what an asset Cannon Air Force Base is for Clovis and 
what a castastrophic loss it would be for all of 
us if it was to close. Thank you for your consideration 
of tis letter. 

Sincerely yours, 



OP€RAlION KZZP CANNON 



*; RECEIVED . - 
OERA7ION KEP CANNON 



Dear Lloyd "Fig" Newton, 

Turning the news on and seeing Cannon AFB on the list of recommended 
base closures came as a shock. Our wonderful community has supported Cannon 
AFB for over fifty years and we weren't expecting for that to end. It came as a 
shock due to the fact that if you followed the criteria released by the Department 
of Defense, there would be no way we would be on the closure list. When you 
look at some of the other bases that are not on the list of bases recommended for 
closure, it makes me wonder why we would close over them. For example Luke 
AFB in Arizona has encroachment issues, air space problems and if that base 
closed it would not hurt Phoenix anything like the hurt that would be inflicted on 
Clovis if Cannon was closed. 

I do not see one thing that the Department of Defense is looking for in their 
criteria that we do not have. Just to name a few: Clovis has the available land, we 
do not have any problems with encroachments, we are near the Melrose bombing 
range, we have great flying weather, great air space and supersonic capabilities. 
We have the ability for Cannon to continue training with a multitude of aircraft, 
not just the F- 16. 

The criteria the DoD released was supposed to look at the economic impact on the 
city. Clovis is a city with only about 32,667 people with no other major city for 
about one hundred miles. With the base being the top employer in the area, 
pulling out 4,780 jobs from a community our size could devastate us. Why would 
you close a base that fits everything that was asked for by the DoD when there are 
bases like Luke AFB that do not fit the criteria that the DoD released. Come down 
to Clovis and see what a great base Cannon AFB is to the air force and how much 
our community supports and relies on it. 

Sincerely, 


