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Born in 1926, Frances “Sissy” Tarlton Farenthold began her exploration of 

politics at a young age.  In 1942, Farenthold graduated from Hockaday School for Girls.  

In 1945, she graduated from Vassar College, and in 1949, she graduated from the 

University of Texas School of Law.  Farenthold was a practicing lawyer, participated in 

the Corpus Christi Human Relations Commission from 1964 to 1969, and directed 

Nueces County Legal Aid from 1965 to 1967.  In 1969, she began her first term in the 

Texas House of Representatives.  During her second term in the House (1971-1972), 

Farenthold became a leader in the fight against government corruption.  In 1972, she 

ran in the Democratic primary for Texas governor, and forced a close run-off vote with 

Dolph Briscoe.  Soon afterwards in 1972, she was nominated as a Democratic vice-

presidential candidate at the Democratic convention, in addition to her nomination as 

the chairperson of the National Women’s Political Caucus.  Farenthold ran in the 

Democratic primary for governor again in 1974, but lost decisively.  From 1976 until 

1980, she was the first woman president of Wells College, before coming back to Texas 

and opening a law practice.  For the next three decades, Farenthold practiced law, 

taught at the University of Houston, and furthered her activism for the environment, as 

well as women’s, minority’s, gay and lesbian, and immigrant’s rights.  She currently lives 

in Houston and continues working towards these goals. 
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CHAPTER 1  

INTRODUCTION 

 
Though women were hardly powerhouses in elective American politics before the 

1960s and 1970s, they had always managed to create a niche for themselves to 

influence political decisions.  High profile women such as Montana Senator Jeanette 

Rankin, who was the only congressperson to vote against both World Wars, kept 

women visible among the public.  Women, however, were generally thought to exist in 

the background and along the sidelines of the political arena.  They were expected to 

influence public policy by the power of their purity and good deeds, usually referring to 

women’s supposed greater connection to religion.1   

This ideal slowly began changing in the twentieth century.  While there was no 

amendment to the United States Constitution allowing women to vote before 1920, 

countless women had a keen interest in politics and reform and managed to force many 

of their plans to fruition regardless of the public sentiment against political women.  This 

culminated in the first wave of feminism, which lasted approximately from 1890 through 

1925, and was focused mainly on obtaining woman suffrage, married women’s property 

rights, protective legislation for working women, and prohibition.  Another strong wave of 

feminism broached public consciousness in the mid-1960s.  Finally, female politicians 

began to appear with greater prominence.  This coincided with various other social 

movements forcing their way into the public eye, such as the multiple civil rights 

                                                        
1Nancy F. Cott, The Bonds of Womanhood: Woman’s Sphere in New England, 1790-1835 (New 

Haven: Yale University Press, 1975); Paula Baker, “The Domestication of Politics: Women and American 
Political Society, 1780-1920,” American Historical Review 89 (June 1984), 620-647; Suzanne Lebsack, 
Free Women of Petersburg: Status and Culture in a Southern Town, 1784-1860 (New York: W. W. Norton 
& Company, 1985); Sally McMillen, Seneca Falls and the Origins of the Women’s Rights Movement (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2008). 
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movements and identity politics working for black, Chicano, Asian-American, and Native 

American rights.  The late 1960s especially saw changes emerging throughout the 

political arena.  Specifically, in 1968, Shirley Chisholm was the first black woman 

elected to the United States House of Representatives, Charlene Mitchell ran for 

president of the United States in 1968 on the first Communist party ticket since 1940, 

and in 1969 Frances “Sissy” Farenthold was elected to the Texas House of 

Representatives from Nueces County, Texas.2 

Frances Farenthold was considered a liberal Democrat in a conservative state.  

She participated in Texas government from the late 1960s through the 1970s.  After 

establishing herself as a practicing lawyer, she served in the Texas House of 

Representatives from 1969 through 1972, and ran for governor in 1972 and again in 

1974. Gloria Steinem, Fanny Lou Hamer, David Lopez, and Allard Lowenstein 

nominated her as a Democratic vice-presidential candidate in 1972; she chaired the 

National Women’s Political Caucus Conference that same year; became the first 

woman president of Wells College in 1976; and remained involved in environmental, 

minority, and gay rights, as well as various other activist movements over the years.  

She was active in organizations with feminists Betty Friedan, Gloria Steinem, Bella 

                                                        
2 Kathleen Elizabeth Lazarou, Concealed Under Petticoats: Married Women’s Property and the 

Law of Texas, 1840-1913 (New York: Garland Publishing, 1986); Judith Gammage, “Quest for Equality: 
An Historical Overview of Women’s Rights Activism in Texas, 1890-1975” (PhD diss., University of North 
Texas, 1982); Megan Seaholm, “Earnest Women: The White Women’s Club Movement in Progressive 
Era Texas” (PhD diss., Rice University, 1988); Ruth Winegarten and Judith N. McArthur, eds., Citizens At 
Last: The Woman Suffrage Movement in Texas (Austin: Ellen C. Temple, 1987); Marjorie Spruill Wheeler, 
New Women of the New South: The Leaders of the Woman Suffrage Movement in the Southern States 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1993); Ruth Bordin, Women and Temperance: The Quest for Power 
and Liberty 1873-1990 (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1990); Judith N. McArthur, Creating 
the New Woman: The Rise of Southern Women’s Progressive Culture in Texas, 1893-1918 (Urbana, IL: 
University of Illinois Press, 1998); Shirley Chisholm, Unbought and Unbossed: Expanded 40th Anniversary 
Edition (Washington, D.C.: Take Root Media, 2010); William Minter, Gail Hovey, and Charles Cobb, Jr., 
eds., No Easy Victories: African Liberation and American Activists Over a Half Century, 1950-2000 
(Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, 2007). 
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Azbug, and Shirley Chisholm.  She was a good friend to Hector P. Garcia, founder of 

the American G.I. Forum.  She fought corruption in Texas government with 

Representatives Fred Agnich, Dave Allred, Tom Bass, William J. Blythe, and Lane 

Denton, as well as twenty-four other Texas politicians who were part of the bipartisan 

coalition known as the “Dirty Thirty.”  Yet, in spite of the intriguing story behind her many 

accomplishments, an extended biography has not yet been written covering her life.3   

It would be impossible to discuss Farenthold’s life and career without 

understanding the elements that shaped her environment and era.  As with all people, 

she is a product of her time, influenced by history and social changes.  In addition to a 

discussion of her life before politics, a study of southern politics and Texas politics 

specifically as well as the role of women in both arenas since the battle for woman 

suffrage are important precursors to understanding the various influences at work on 

her.  Also, a look at women in political offices, and the effects of politics on women and 

the women’s movement serve as a foundation for this biography.  Women in Texas 

politics is a much smaller field and consists mostly of biographies of important women, 

but these books offer delectable details regarding women’s changing roles and 

expectations, as well as how they were perceived across the massive state.  Histories 

such as these inform and contribute to an understanding of Farenthold’s unique position 

in Texas and in the national political arena.4 

                                                        
3 Sydney Ladensohn Stern, Gloria Steinem: Her Passions, Politics, and Mystique (New York: 

Birch Lane Press, 1997); Ann Fears Crawford and Crystal Sasse Ragsdale, Women In Texas: Their 
Lives, Their Experiences, Their Accomplishments (Burnet, TX: Eakin Press, 1982), 285-295; Jean Flynn, 
Texas Women Who Dared To Be First (Burnet, TX: Eakin Press, 1999), 57-66; Nancy Baker Jones and 
Ruthe Winegarten, Capitol Women: Texas Female Legislators, 1923-1999 (Austin: University of Texas 
Press, 2000), 152-158; Patricia Lasher, Texas Women: Interviews and Images (Austin: Shoal Creek 
Publishers, 1980), 43-47. 

4 For more information on women in Texas and Texas politics, see Fane Downs and Nancy Baker 
Smith, eds., Women and Texas History: Selected Essays (Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 
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The South has been known primarily as a one-party region, dominated by the 

Democratic party until the late 1960s and since dominated by the Republican party.  

After the Civil War, the Republicans were blamed for emancipation and Reconstruction, 

which greatly damaged their viability in the South.  Until passage of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, when formerly disenfranchised blacks voted 

in greater numbers, the Democrats ruled southern politics.  Beginning in 1968, 

Republicans began to win seats in Congress as well as taking the presidency.  But an 

unevenly large proportion of presidents still came from the South and Texas, while 

Democrats maintained their dominance at the local level until the 1970s.  Nicol C. Rae, 

a political scientist, discussed this phenomenon in Southern Democrats.  Rae 

maintained that Republican presidential candidates were more socially acceptable to 

white southerners due to their lack of focus on correcting societal imbalances related to 

race, yet Democratic politicians used their strong local connections and incumbency to 

maintain political control at the local and state levels.  Additionally, in The Dixiecrat 

Revolt and the End of the Solid South, 1932-1968, Kari Frederickson gave a 

supplementary reason for the end of Democratic control of the South.  Frederickson 

argued that when the States’ Rights Democratic Party, commonly known as the 

Dixiecrats, formed in 1948 as a protest by conservative Democrats toward the 

progressive direction of politics, it showed that allegiance to a party, especially one that 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
1993); Judith McArthur and Harold J. Smith, Texas Through Women’s Eyes: The Twentieth-Century 
Experience (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2010); Bruce A. Glasrud and Merline Pitre, Black Women 
in Texas History (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2008); Ruthe Winegarten, Black Texas 
Women: 150 Years of Trial and Triumph (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1995); Robert A. Calvert and 
Walter L. Buenger, Texas Through Time: Evolving Interpretations (College Station: Texas A&M University 
Press, 1991). 
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was changing, was not necessary.5   

Focusing more on southern voting patterns, V.O. Key, also a political scientist, in 

Southern Politics in State and Nation, discussed the monolithic Democratic party in the 

South and argued that in the political structures of eleven southern states, including 

Texas, race was the overwhelming factor in politics with institutions such as the poll tax, 

literacy test, and white primary playing key roles.  Updating Key’s research, political 

scientist James F. Lea, in Contemporary Southern Politics, argued that the ability of 

blacks to gain public office was greatly restricted by the more conservative outlook of 

southern Democrats.  Also, even as Democrats have been forced to focus on racial 

social issues, those in the South have remained more conservative on economic issues 

than their counterparts in the rest of the country.  Finally, political scientists Earl Black 

and Merle Black, disagreed with the one-party ideal for the South in Politics and Society 

in the South because they believed that the changes caused by black voters and federal 

legislation strengthened the Republican party enough to create a two-party system.  

This two-party system developed as black voters aligned themselves with the 

Democrats and large numbers of white voters realigned themselves with the 

Republicans.  Due to this strengthening of the two-party system and the growth of 

industrialization and urbanization, they argued that the South grew to resemble the rest 

of the country more in economy, politics, and the treatment of minorities.6 

                                                        
5 Nicol C. Rae, Southern Democrats (New York: Oxford University Press, 1994); Kari 

Frederickson, The Dixiecrat Revolt and the End of the Solid South, 1932-1968 (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2001), 3-5. 

6 V.O. Key, Southern Politics in State and Nation (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1949); James F. 
Lea, ed., Contemporary Southern Politics (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1988); Earl 
Black and Merle Black, Politics and Society in the South (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1987). 
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The role of women in politics is not always so easily mapped onto the general 

southern political trends.  Until ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920, 

women in many states could not vote in the general election.  Prior to that, though 

women were given the right to vote in some elections in some states, predominantly in 

the West, but they were mostly expected simply to influence their male relatives’ votes 

with their feminine wiles.  The woman suffrage movement changed this view as women 

fought for their equality under the United States Constitution.  Though sexist arguments 

were used, such as the idea that women were so noble and pure that they should 

remain above the political fray, in reality male politicos feared their votes would 

emasculate the political arena.  As suffrage related to the South, Lorraine Gates 

Schuyler described the roles of southern women’s participation in politics in the 1920s 

both as voters and lobbyists in The Weight of their Votes: Southern Women and 

Political Leverage in the 1920s. Women’s end goal at this time was to be allowed the 

same rights and powers as men. After 1920, however, the push for women to be 

involved in politics slowed and fragmented when the goal of suffrage was reached and 

women activists splintered over their objectives.  That is not to say, however, that some 

women did not become involved in politics.7   

Woman suffrage grew from the combination of many branches of women’s 

growing involvement in society as well as greater access to education.  The Progressive 

era saw many Texas women becoming involved in general society to better their 

communities.  These women were no longer content to remain in their homes when 

they believed they could do so much good out in the world.  Women such as Pauline 

                                                        
7 Lorraine Gates Schuyler, The Weight of their Votes: Southern Women and Political Leverage in 

the 1920s (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006). 



 7 

Periwinkle, the women’s editor of the Dallas Morning News from 1893 to 1916, worked 

to bring social issues to the forefront of political consciousness through articles, 

magazine inserts, and other mass media of the era.  Interestingly, children became a 

major issue for women at this time, because women could reasonably convince men 

that their influence in the public sphere was necessary to assist children.  Child labor 

and women’s labor were major issues, as well as sanitation and education, including the 

kindergarten movement and school improvement.  In effect, many women of the 

Progressive era argued that they were expanding their domestic role of mother and wife 

to include caring for society at large.  Even groups that began as something other than 

reformist, like literary clubs, soon grew to push political and social change, including 

promoting prohibition, using groups such as the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 

(WCTU) and the Prohibition Party throughout the late 1880s and the early twentieth 

century.8 

 Finally, in the late nineteenth century and the first decades of the twentieth 

century, the American woman suffrage movement blossomed in the South and in 

Texas.  Many of these suffragists were educated, employed, and involved in the 

Progressive era’s reform movements.  The Texas Equal Rights Association had a brief 

existence in the 1890s, and the Texas Woman Suffrage Association was created in 

1903; however, many of the most successful suffrage groups grew out of the 

Progressive era’s organizations as women realized that their votes would change 

society more quickly than trying to lobby and convince male politicians and voters.  

Additionally, this drive for suffrage could still be described as a maternal stance 

                                                        
8 Downs and Jones, Women and Texas History, 42, 59-61; Randolph B. Campbell, Gone to 

Texas: A History of the Lone Star State (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 341-342; McArthur, 
Creating the New Woman, 54-75. 



 8 

because these women frequently argued that they needed the vote to clean up the 

mess that men had made, including oversight on education.  The argument was also 

put forward that allowing white women to vote would help override the votes of African 

American men, thus ensuring white supremacy in the South.  Finally, in 1918, the 

president endorsed the amendment and, after the Senate approved it in June 1919, it 

was sent to the states for ratification.  Also, in 1920, six months before suffrage 

ratification, suffragists founded the League of Women Voters to educate the soon-to-be-

new women voters with candidate information and encouragement.9 

In 1922, five Texas organizations of women’s clubs combined to create the 

Women’s Joint Legislative Council, sometimes known as the “Petticoat Lobby,” which 

was active in promoting such causes as the Sheppard-Towner Maternity and Infant Act.  

Incidentally, in Texas, in 1924 and 1933, Miriam “Ma” Ferguson was elected governor 

with the help of her husband, former governor James “Pa” Ferguson, both of whom 

were against the Petticoat Lobby.  Other women to run for a statewide office include 

Annie Webb Blanton who ran for the office of state superintendent for public instruction 

in 1918.  Edith Wilmans was elected to the state legislature in 1922 and ran for 

governor in 1926 and 1928. Minnie Fisher Cunningham unsuccessfully ran for United 

States Senate in 1928 and Texas governor in 1944.  Margie Neal was the first woman 

elected to the state senate in 1927.  However, women politicians would continue to be 

                                                        
9 McArthur and Smith, Texas Through Women’s Eyes, 25-31; Wheeler, New Women of the New 

South, xv, 4-37; Elizabeth Hayes Turner, Women and Gender in the New South, 1865-1945 (Wheeling, 
IL: Harlan Davidson, Inc., 2009), 126-140; League of Women Voters, “History,” http://www.lwv.org/history 
(accessed September 15, 2012). 
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the few exceptions to the rule until the 1960s, even though women maintained their 

influence on politics without elective office.10   

Finally, in the 1960s, a new wave of the women’s movement, commonly known 

as second wave feminism, exploded onto America’s consciousness. In Gender Politics: 

From Consciousness to Mass Politics by Ethel Klein, she discussed the development of 

this new feminist consciousness as women realized their traditional roles did not fit the 

new technology and opportunities of the mid-twentieth century, such as new household 

appliances and education.  As new technology began to filter into homes, women found 

that the cooking and cleaning that they labored over were no longer viewed as vital or 

important because of the supposed ease of the new technology.  Also, greater 

educational access allowed women to see that they could have fulfilling, or at least 

interesting, lives and careers outside of the home.  Historian Sara M. Evans traced the 

development of societal change through the woman’s movement in Tidal Wave: How 

Women Changed America at Century’s End.  Evans included the experiences of 

minority women as well as the middle-class white women usually associated with 

second-wave feminism to create a timeline of the changes felt in American society.  

Following the development of a feminist consciousness was also apparent in journalist 

Gail Collins’s book When Everything Changed: The Amazing Journey of American 

Women, from 1960 to the Present.  Similarly, in From Margin to Mainstream: American 

Women and Politics since 1960, historian Susan M. Hartmann specifically focused on 

the political history of women since the outbreak of the woman’s movement.  Her 

                                                        
10McArthur and Smith, Texas Through Women’s Eyes, 70-71; Judith N. McArthur and Harold L. 

Smith, Minnie Fisher Cunningham: A Suffragist’s Life in Politics (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2003). 
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approach included looking at women’s political participation, the impact of women on 

political parties, and the way women have influenced public policy.11 

As important and impressive as the broad discussions of the movement can be, 

the details are just as important.  Historian Winifred Wandersee in On the Move: 

American Women in the 1970s focused exclusively on the development of the women’s 

movement in the 1970s.  Though she concentrated on the traditional members of the 

movement, namely middle-class white women, On the Move is excellent at tracing the 

development of the movement as a whole during the 1970s.  Following the changing 

roles women found themselves facing, The War on Welfare: Family, Poverty, and 

Politics by historian Marisa Chappell explored how the traditional family ideal defined 

the welfare discussions of the 1960s through 1980s, which disproportionately affected 

women and children.  Historian Carl M. Brauer’s article in The Journal of Southern 

History, “Women Activists, Southern Conservatives, and the Prohibition of Sex 

Discrimination in Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act” discussed the significance of the 

inclusion of the word “sex” in Title VII as well as the unusual coalition of women activists 

and southern conservatives who helped push the legislation through Congress.  

Interestingly, this alliance developed through the argument that including race but not 

sex would place white women below black men and women on the political hierarchy.  

To explore legislation that was not as successful as Title VII, historians Donald G. 

Mathews and Jane Sherron De Hart discussed why the Equal Rights Amendment failed 

                                                        
11 Ethel Klein, Gender Politics: From Consciousness to Mass Politics (Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1984); Sara M. Evans, Tidal Wave: How Women Changed America at Century’s End 
(New York: Free Press, 2003); Gail Collins, When Everything Changed: The Amazing Journey of 
American Women, from 1960 to the Present (New York: Little, Brown, and Company, 2009); Susan M. 
Hartmann, From Margin to Mainstream: American Women and Politics since 1960 (Philadelphia: Temple 
University Press, 1989). 
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to be ratified in North Carolina, with women on both sides of the debate, as a starting 

place for discussing why it failed across the country in Sex, Gender, and the Politics of 

ERA: A State and the Nation.12 

These last few pages have discussed women and politics, but just as important 

to understanding female politicians are studies of women in political office.  In the 

Journal of Politics article, “Political Parties and the Recruitment of Women to State 

Legislatures,” Kira Sanbonmatsu argues that the ability and structure for women to 

move upward in political parties is different between the parties, yet women are 

restricted regardless.  Sandra Baxter tackled the topic of how women relate to politics 

and how they participate in politics, including voting, in Women and Politics: The Visible 

Majority.  In Democrats/Republicans and the Politics of Women’s Place, Kira 

Sanbonmatsu described how the major political parties pushed women and women’s 

issues to the sidelines, yet Jo Freeman in We Will Be Heard: Women’s Struggles for 

Political Power in the United States, explored how women are struggling to move 

beyond the limitations imposed on them and become truly important to the political 

process.  In connection with this struggle, Cindy Simon Rosenthal and Sue Thomas 

explained how women led differently than men in their books When Women Lead: 

Integrative Leadership in State Legislatures and How Women Legislate, respectively.  

Rosenthal explores the different styles with which men and women approached political 

leadership, namely that women tended to use an “integrative” leadership style that is 

                                                        
12 Winifred Wandersee, On the Move: American Women in the 1970s (Boston: Twayne 

Publishing, 1988); Marisa Chappell, The War on Welfare: Family, Poverty, and Politics in Modern America 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010); Carl M. Brauer, “Women Activists, Southern 
Conservative, and the Prohibition of Sex Discrimination in Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act,” The 
Journal of Southern History 49 (February 1983), 37-56; Donald G. Mathews and Jane Sherron De Hart, 
Sex, Gender, and the Politics of ERA: A State and the Nation (New York: Oxford University Press, 1992). 
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more cooperative than men’s “aggregative” style.  Thomas explored the political 

aspirations of women and how they differed from men, as well as how women 

approached the status quo and existing policies. 13 

As shown by Rosenthal and Thomas, women as political candidates and 

politicians are still enough of a novelty to require discussion of the differences female 

politicians deal with simply by being women.  In Political Women, Jean J. Kirkpatrick 

interviewed forty-six women legislators and forty men, and came to the conclusion that 

the women were quite similar to their male counterparts, except for the difficulty inherent 

in surpassing the traditional gender role of nurturer.  Similarly, Political Women and 

American Democracy, edited by Christina Wolbrecht, showed that while United States’ 

politics changed slowly, it is still changing and allowing positive changes for American 

women and greater opportunity for women politicians to influence the system.  In The 

Impact of Women in Public Office, edited by Susan J. Carroll, contributors looked at all 

levels of politics and how women have influenced legislation at all levels.  These 

authors decided that women politicians, including black women politicians, have had 

many positive influences in changing politics to fit their needs.  Not all authors agree 

with these statements, however.  Eileeen McDonagh, in The Motherless State: 

                                                        
13 Kira Sanbonmatsu, “Political Parties and the Recruitment of Women to State Legislatures,” 

Journal of Politics 64 (August 2002), 791-809; Sandra Baxter and Marjorie Lansing, Women and Politics: 
The Visible Majority (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1983); Kira Sanbonmatsu, 
Democrats/Republicans and the Politics of Women’s Place (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 
2002); Jo Freeman, We Will Be Heard: Women’s Struggles for Political Power in the United States 
(Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2008); Cindy Simon Rosenthal, When Women Lead: 
Integrative Leadership in State Legislatures (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998); Sue Thomas, 
How Women Legislate (New York: Oxford University Press, 1994). 
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Women’s Political Leadership and American Democracy, derided the American system 

for lagging in appointing women to leadership positions and not fulfilling its potential.14 

Reactions to women politicians and their reactions to themselves can be 

considered as important as their accomplishments.  Women Politicians and the Media 

by Maria Braden explored the major political campaigns of women for high office.  The 

way the media and press covered these campaigns created the image that voters would 

ultimately hold toward the candidates.  The media ignored some candidates, painted 

others in stereotypes, or claimed that women were too weak to hold high office.  

Similarly, Pippa Norris in Women, Media, and Politics explored whether the media’s 

framing of gender in politics hindered women’s public participation.  Reaction to gender 

is also evident in Sex as a Political Variable: Women as Candidates and Voters in U.S. 

Elections by Richard A. Seltzer.  Therein he stated that women were slightly more likely 

to vote for a woman candidate simply due to gender solidarity, but gender was not as 

important as race or the issues of the campaigns.  Finally, Ruth B. Mandel stated in In 

the Running: The New Woman Candidate that the most successful women candidates 

were those who are realistic and goal-oriented and who hid any feminist leanings by 

avoiding women’s issues.15 

Texas politics has not been so vastly explored as politics on the national level, 

especially in the years since the Progressive era.  However, there are important 

                                                        
14 Jean J. Kirkpatrick, Political Women (New York: Basic Books, 1975); Christina Wolbrecht, ed., 

Political Women and American Democracy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008); Susan J. 
Carroll, ed., The Impact of Women on Public Office (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2001); Eileen 
McDonagh, The Motherless State: Women’s Political Leadership and American Democracy (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2009).  

15 Maria Braden, Women Politicians and the Media (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 
1996); Pippa Norris, ed., Women, Media, and Politics (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997); Richard 
A. Seltzer, Jody Newman, and Melissa Voorhees Leighton, Sex as a Political Variable: Women as 
Candidates and Voters in U. S. Elections (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1997); Ruth B. Mandel, In the 
Running: The New Woman Candidate (New Haven: Ticknor and Fields, 1981). 
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explorations of the topic that tackle the complex issues.  Chandler Davidson 

investigated in Race and Class in Texas Politics how race and class affect Texas 

politics and the politicians that were elected. Davidson explored how V.O. Key’s ideas 

developed in regard to Texas and the South.  He decided that liberalism was not 

apparent and conservative candidates ruled the Texas arena, though there was a large 

enough liberal component to allow an occasional liberal politician to gain high office, 

such as Ralph Yarborough and Ann Richards.  A two-party system simply failed to 

develop adequately. Historians David O’Donald Cullen and Sean P. Cunningham 

explored the opposite sides of Texas politics in The Texas Left: The Radical Roots of 

Lone Star Liberalism and Cowboy Conservatism: Texas and the Rise of the Modern 

Right, respectively.  Cullen argued for the recurring themes of equality, 

disenfranchisement, poverty, and opportunity creating an opening for populism, 

socialism, and liberalism.  Alternatively, Cunningham argued that the modern 

conservative Right gained power because of a hostility toward liberalism combined with 

race, religion, and economics. Along a similar vein, George Norris Green analyzed 

Texas conservatism, linking it to nationalism and a fierce belief in states’ rights in The 

Establishment in Texas Politics: The Primitive Years, 1938-1957.  He believes that the 

growth of big business and the “establishment” only strengthened these conservative 

tendencies.  There seems to be a general understanding among these authors that 

Texas politics are conservative with a twisting vein of liberalism that occasionally crops 

up in people like Farenthold, and, in her case, this theory seems to hold true.  During a 

very liberal era, the 1960s and 1970s, she was one of a few progressives willing to 

speak out against the conservative establishment on the political insider level.16   
                                                        

16 Chad Miller and Heywood T. Sanders, eds., Urban Texas: Politics and Development (College 
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More specific topics come under discussion with the following authors.  Urban 

Texas: Politics and Development edited by Char Miller is a rather straightforward 

collection of essays discussing urban Texas politics.  This is important in moving the 

image away from Texas as solely the cowboy state.  Going further into the past, in 

Beyond Redemption: Texas Democrats after Reconstruction, Patrick G. Williams 

examined how Democrats established themselves in Texas politics and how they used 

their power to support their own beliefs and ways of life, notably aimed primarily at 

upper-class, white, male citizens.  Jumping to the end of the Democrats’ reign in Texas, 

Kenneth Bridges, in Twilight of the Texas Democrats: the 1978 Governor’s Race, 

explored why the Republicans won this election and how this changed the face of Texas 

politics. On the discussion of power, Patrick L. Cox, in The House Will Come to Order: 

How the Texas Speaker Became a Power in State and National Politics, described the 

process by which the Texas speaker of the house became an absolute power in Texas 

politics in the 1960s.  Coincidentally, this would affect Farenthold in the late 1960s and 

early 1970s.  Slightly related to this topic, in that the speaker of the house during the 

events described in these following books used his power unwisely, three reporters 

tackled the event known as the Sharpstown Scandal, which rocked Texans’ confidence 

in their elected officials in the first years of the 1970s.  In The Year They Threw the 

Rascals Out, Charles Deaton explored the Sharpstown Scandal and its affect on the 

1972 Democratic party primary for governor, as well as how it played out in the Texas 

Legislature in the following session.  Harvey Katz, in Shadow on the Alamo, also 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1990); David O’Donald Cullen and Kyle G. Wilkison, eds., The 
Texas Left: The Radical Roots of Lone Star Liberalism (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 
2010); Sean P. Cunningham, Cowboy Conservatism: Texas and the Rise of the Modern Right (Lexington: 
University of Kentucky Press, 2010); George Norris Green, The Establishment in Texas Politics: The 
Primitive Years, 1938-1957 (Westport: Greenwood Press, 1979). 
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discussed the scandal and the lesser-known members of the opposition group. 

Similarly, in Texas Under a Cloud, Sam Kinch, Jr., described how the Texas political 

system allowed such a scandal to develop, and he offered profiles of the leading 

characters, such as House Speaker Gus Mutscher.17 

Additionally, it would be impossible to discuss Texas politics without mentioning 

the influence of such important Texas politicians as Lyndon B. Johnson and John 

Connally.  Johnson defined his era, and though he was also president of the United 

States, he kept his Texas identity intact throughout his political career.  Robert A. Caro’s 

three volume study of Johnson is a prime example of political biography and placed the 

former president firmly in his Texas roots.  The second volume, The Years of Lyndon 

Johnson: Means of Ascent covers the 1940s through the 1950s and is the most useful 

of the three volumes to gain information on the political atmosphere that greeted 

Farenthold on her first forays into Texas politics.  Robert Dallek’s Lyndon B. Johnson: 

Portrait of a President also explored, in the first few chapters, the political environment 

that Johnson helped create.  Another of Dallek’s books, Lone Star Rising: Lyndon 

Johnson and His Times, 1908-1960, detailed this picture further.  Similarly, James 

Reston, Jr.’s biography of John Connally, The Lone Star: The Life of John Connally, is a 

detailed description of Connally’s life and his influence on Texas politics, specifically the 

governorship.  Even after his political career ended, Connally and Johnson were 

responsible for grooming the next generation of leading Texas politicians, specifically 
                                                        

17 Patrick G. Williams, Beyond Redemption: Texas Democrats after Reconstruction (College 
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2007); Kenneth Bridges, Twilight of the Texas Democrats: The 
1978 Governor’s Race (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2008); Patrick L. Cox and Michael 
Phillips, The House will Come to Order: How the Texas Speaker Became a Power in State and National 
Politics (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2010); Charles Deaton, The Year They Threw the Rascals Out 
(Austin: Shoal Creek Publishers, Inc., 1973); Harvey Katz, Shadow on the Alamo: New Heroes Fight Old 
Corruption in Texas Politics (New York: Doubleday, 1972); Sam Kinch, Jr. and Ben Proctor, Texas Under 
a Cloud: Story of the Texas Stock Fraud Scandal (Austin: Jenkins Publishing Company, 1972). 
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Ben Barnes.  The Texas political atmosphere is further described in John B. Connally: 

Portrait in Power by Ann Fears Crawford and Jack Keever.  This biography has the 

additional value of being published in 1973, meaning that it was written during the 

political upheaval that Farenthold helped foster.  That sense of changing times is 

evident in the tone of the authors.18 

It is a little more difficult to gather a complete picture of the history of women in 

Texas politics.  Many books on the subject are biographies or collections of essays.  

This does not make them any less valuable, however.  Short biographies of political 

women are available in Jean Flynn’s Texas Women Who Dared to Be First, and Capitol 

Women: Texas Female Legislators, 1923-1999 by Nancy Baker Jones and Ruthe 

Winegarten.  Women and Texas History, edited by Fane Downs and Nancy Baker 

Jones offers a collection of essays ranging from 1875 through 1950, covering the ways  

women have affected Texas, including the crusade against child labor and the role of 

women in the Texas oil fields, as well as an essay on Minnie Fisher Cunningham’s run 

for governor in 1944.  Judith McArthur and Harold Smith also offer a collection of 

documents exploring how women have seen and affected Texas in Texas Through 

Women’s Eyes.  McArthur and Smith break the twentieth century into four sections: 

1900-1920, 1920-1945, 1945-1965, and 1965-2000, and provide essays specific to 

women’s roles in these time periods.19  

                                                        
18 Robert A. Caro, The Years of Lyndon Johnson: Means of Ascent (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 

1990); Robert Dallek, Lyndon B. Johnson: Portrait of a President (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2004); Robert Dallek, Lone Star Rising: Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 1908-1960 (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1991); James Reston, Jr., The Lone Star: The Life of John Connally (New York: Harper 
and Row, Publishers, 1989); Ann Fears Crawford and Jack Keever, John B. Connally: Portrait in Power 
(Austin: Jenkins Publishing Company, 1973). 

19 Flynn, Texas Women Who Dared to Be First; Jones and Winegarten, Capitol Women; Downs 
and Jones, Women and Texas History; McArthur Texas Through Women’s Eyes. In Women and Texas 
History, the chapter discussing Cunningham’s gubernatorial campaign covers pages 102 through 115.  It 
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Expanding into full-length biographies, Judith McArthur and Harold Smith also 

worked together to create Minnie Fisher Cunningham: A Suffragist’s Life in Politics, 

which is an exploration of Cunningham’s growth from president of the Texas Equal 

Suffrage Association to her campaigns for senate and the governorship.  Claytie and 

the Lady: Ann Richards, Gender, and Politics in Texas by Sue Tolleson-Rinehart and 

Jeanie R. Stanley discusses how gender affected Richard’s gubernatorial campaign in 

1990.  An autobiography by lawyer Louise Ballerstedt Raggio, Texas Tornado: The 

Autobiography of a Crusader for Women’s Rights and Family Justice, also explores the 

dilemma of gender in Texas politics, especially in the arena of family law.  To connect 

these topics, Ann Richards wrote the foreword for Raggio’s book.  These kinds of 

biographies are vital to understanding Farenthold because they illustrate how her 

predecessors, such as Cunningham, her contemporaries, such as Raggio, and her 

successors, such as Richards, have reacted and shaped the Texas political world.  

Perhaps the most important biography, however, belongs to Barbara Jordan with Mary 

Beth Rogers’s Barbara Jordan: American Hero.  Jordan was the only woman in the 

Texas Senate while Farenthold was the only woman in the Texas House of 

Representatives.  Though they did not work together extensively, because Jordan kept 

uncompromising white liberals at a distance, they did work together to get the federal 

Equal Rights Amendment ratified by Texas in 1972.  On a more logistical level, Martha 

S. Williams and William L Gray wrote an article titled “Status of Women in Texas State 

Government: Organizational Variables.”  In it, they examined women’s status, especially 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
is interesting to note that like Farenthold, Cunningham ran against the “good ol’ boys” because of anger 
over their corruption and methods.  In Cunningham’s case, this anger was sparked by an unethical plot to 
defeat Franklin D. Roosevelt’s run for a fourth term as president, which was connected to Texas Governor 
Coke R. Stevenson. 
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in management and executive fields, to explain how this status can affect the priorities 

of government.  Finally, in 1964, Josephine M. Urani compiled a report for Congress 

entitled The Legal Status of Women in the United States of America: Report for Texas 

as of January 1, 1964.  This report detailed how the law saw women as the women’s 

movement gained momentum.20 

Farenthold grew into her role as politician and “advocate of lost causes” due to 

the convergence of demands for social change, the growth of the women’s movement, 

and an overall instability in established conservative politics.  She might not have been 

able to gain power and popularity without the structure of southern and Texas politics, 

and the female political predecessors who helped pave the way for her leadership.  In a 

sense, she is indebted to history.  She was born six years after the ratification of the 

Nineteenth Amendment.  Her family’s wealth and position in Corpus Christi society 

allowed her to go to a private high school in Dallas, an East Coast university, and the 

University of Texas Law School.  In addition, her father gave her a position in his law 

firm.  When most women were striving for the middle-class housewife ideal, she was a 

practicing lawyer.  She did take the requisite years to start a family, however.  She 

stayed home and played the housewife/mother character for a decade, struggling to 

excel in a role she herself said she never fit into or enjoyed.  Even years later, during 

her gubernatorial campaign, her husband wished that she would stay home and cook 

dinner but she refused to abandon her aspirations.  Farenthold wanted to help Texans, 

                                                        
20McArthur and Smith, Minnie Fisher Cunningham; Sue Tolleson-Rinehart and Jeanie R. Stanley, 

Claytie and the Lady: Ann Richards, Gender, and Politics in Texas (Austin: University of Texas Press, 
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not just women or minorities. She believed all Texans were suffering from corrupt 

leadership and greedy politicians.  Due to her achievements, she was nominated at the 

National Democratic Convention for vice-president and was chosen as the chairperson 

for the National Women’s Political Caucus Convention in Houston.  She was never able 

to make the changes she felt were necessary, however, and with her dreams for 

Texans never fully realized, she went to New York to become president of Wells 

College.  When she came back to Texas a few years later, she did not reenter elective 

politics, but she did continue to fight for Texans’ rights, especially women, minorities, 

and gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transsexual rights, as well as continuing to push 

environmental issues.21 

There are no full-length biographies of Farenthold available; however, there are 

innumerable hints and pieces of information scattered in the most random of places.  

The best sources for information on Farenthold are the newspapers that covered her 

emergence as a politician and her subsequent activities.  Her hometown paper, the 

Corpus Christi Caller-Times, has usually been favorable toward her.  It was actually the 

only daily newspaper to endorse her in the 1972 governor’s race.  National newspapers, 

fascinated by her success and visibility, frequently offered short articles on her, 

especially during the gubernatorial campaign and when she became president of Wells 

College.  Also, her collection of papers at the Dolph Briscoe Center for American History 

at the University of Texas at Austin provides excellent material on her life and the 

events she either participated in or found to be important.  A 1973 thesis by Suzanne 

Coleman, entitled “The Politics of Participation: The Emergent Journey of Frances 

                                                        
21 Crawford, Women in Texas, 285-295; Flynn, Texas Women Who Dared To Be First, 57-66; 

Jones and Winegarten, Capitol Women, 152-158; Lasher, Texas Women, 45-47. 
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Farenthold,” is an important source for Farenthold’s 1972 gubernatorial campaign.  

Deaton, Katz, and Kinch’s books on the Sharpstown Scandal provide details of 

Farenthold fighting corruption in the legislature.  Deaton also explores, in great detail, 

the 1972 gubernatorial Democratic primary.  Various short biographies, such as those in 

Capitol Women and Texas Women Who Dared to be First, as well as biographical 

portraits by reporters such as Elizabeth Frappollo with Ms. Magazine and Robert Draper 

with Texas Monthly, offer delightful tidbits of  information to tweak interest and add 

depth to Farenthold’s image.  She is also briefly mentioned in many biographies, 

autobiographies, and interviews for feminists such as Betty Friedan and Gloria Steinem, 

politicians such as David Allred, and lawyers and activists such as Hector P. Garcia.22  

Though Farenthold’s life story has been told in fragments thus far, her history is 

one that deserves to be told in full. Following in her family’s footsteps as a lawyer and 

politician, and surpassing their political accomplishments, Farenthold’s roots stretch 

back much further than her birth in 1926.  Indebted as she is to historical precedence 

and her own family background, her tale is fascinating and complex. 
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CHAPTER 2  

THE START OF A LEGEND: 1926 THROUGH 1968 

 
 Frances “Sissy” Tarlton Farenthold became a driving force in Texas politics in the 

late 1960s and 1970s; however, prior experiences and history played a key role in 

establishing her ability to be that force.  Her childhood, filled as it was with local politics 

through her father, provided a solid basis for her future interest in the political arena.  

Her devotion to education, shown by earning her law degree when she was only twenty-

three years old, was unusual for women at the time, but Farenthold would prove to be 

anything but ordinary.   

In 1920, the nation adopted the Nineteenth Amendment, allowing women the 

right to vote at all levels.  This first wave of feminism changed American society and 

politics forever.  Women began to vote in national elections and participate more 

actively in public office, even running for offices that had previously been considered all-

male domains, such as governor.  Women slowly began to realize the importance of 

their political contributions, though it would be another fifty years before they organized 

to push further against a restrictive American society.  In 1926, six years after the 

ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment, Frances “Sissy” Tarlton, later Farenthold, was 

born into this changed world that had not yet realized its new potential.1 

 After women gained the right to vote, they entered political life in greater 

numbers than ever before, though their voting numbers initially lagged behind those of 

                                                        
1 Farenthold claimed that the Nineteenth Amendment was a part of a second wave of American 

feminism because she believed the first wave occurred in the nineteenth century when the Seven Sisters 
colleges were founded and women began to be teachers and entered college en masse.  However, most 
scholars combine this advance in education and college access with the early twentieth century’s suffrage 
movement as the first wave.  “Veteran Feminists of America 2010: Sissy Farenthold,” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkAOGZJIPhg&feature=email (Uploaded September 4, 2010). 
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men. In Texas, women who would be predecessors to Farenthold’s political vocation 

began to appear with more prominence.  Annie Webb Blanton, Edith Wilmans, Miriam 

Ferguson, Minnie Fisher Cunningham, and Margie Neal, all ran either for Congress or 

governor prior to 1945, provided the necessary background for a woman politician to 

build her career and were vital to Farenthold’s success in the future.  Also important 

were the Women’s Joint Congressional Committee, created in 1920, and the Women’s 

Joint Legislative Council, created in 1922, as they worked to coordinate lobbying efforts.  

They organized letter campaigns because individual and group activities such as these, 

when done by active voters, were shown to hold more weight than the pamphlets used 

prior to suffrage.  It was clear that a strong coalition of women voters could deny a 

politician an elected office.  Bi-partisan groups also began to develop in the 1940s in the 

attempt to gain more female political appointments.2 

 Between the years when women gained the right to vote and Farenthold’s first 

run for public office, Texas politicians were controlled by big business, mostly oil. 

Women were not exactly welcomed into the arrangement.  The labor movement was 

frowned upon, and conservative Democrats statewide tried to champion states’ rights 

and diminish the role of the federal government.  In the 1940s, a group of conservative 

Democrats, known as the Regulars, worked against President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 

reelection.  This group was financed by oil and gas interests and managed to gain 

control of Texas’ Democratic convention.  This group was actually the reason that 
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Minnie Fisher Cunningham ran for governor in 1944.  She wanted to make a moral 

stand against what she labeled these “Texas fascists.”  Interestingly, her political fight 

against the Regulars was the push that liberal Democrats needed to finally organize on 

a state level.  Cunningham lost her race, however, and in the conservative political 

climate after the war women found it difficult even to enter “male” professions such as 

law.  When Louise Ballerstedt Raggio, a married woman with children, tried to find a job 

after she completed law school in the early 1950s, she was shunned and dismissed by 

every potential employer.  She was finally forced to open her own office just to be able 

to practice law at all instead of working as a glorified secretary.3 

Soon to follow in Raggio’s and Cunningham’s legal and political footsteps, 

Frances Farenthold was born in Corpus Christi into a prestigious line of Texans, 

sometimes known as “Texas first families,” who had been involved in Texas and the 

Corpus Christi region for generations.  The influence of this inheritance left her with 

strong ties to Texas and Texas politics, which influenced her childhood and subsequent 

career path.  This Texas birthright also combined with the state’s history of women 

politicians and activists to create an individual who was raised on the ideals of white, 

elitist, southern femininity.  A woman in such a position in mid-twentieth-century Texas 

could either turn into “an outspoken maverick or a society-conscious Junior Leaguer 

matron.”  Farenthold chose the former path and dove into a political life.4 

                                                        
3 Fane Downs and Nancy Baker Smith, eds., Women and Texas History: Selected Essays 
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Farenthold’s paternal grandfather, Benjamin Dudley Tarlton, Sr., born in 1849 

and originally from St. Mary’s Parish, Louisiana, before moving to Texas, was a Texas 

legislator from 1881 to 1886.  Benjamin Tarlton was chairman of the convention which 

nominated James Hogg for Texas governor, which was a favor later returned when he 

was appointed to the Court of Criminal Appeals in 1891.  He was then appointed to the 

Second Court of Civil Appeals on May 2, 1891 after the Court of Criminal Appeals was 

disorganized.  He served until he retired from the bench in 1899.  Benjamin Tarlton also 

ran for the Texas Supreme Court and was a professor at the University of Texas School 

of Law from 1904 until his death from pneumonia in 1919.  In fact, the library there is 

named the Tarlton Law Library in his honor. 5   

Farenthold’s mother, Catherine Bluntzer Tarlton, also contributes a long line of 

prominent Texans to Farenthold’s ancestry.  Frances Farenthold’s roots in big Texas 

ranching were first established by her great-great-grandfather, Peter Bluntzer, who was 

from the Alsace province in France and was the first Bluntzer to move to Coleto, now 

Meyersville in DeWitt County, when Texas was still an independent republic in 1843.  

He eventually led approximately fifty families to settle in the area.  Farenthold’s great-

grandfather, Nicholas Bluntzer, Peter’s son, was a stock-raiser, or rancher, and was 

inducted posthumously in 1967 into the South Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame in 

Pleasanton, Texas.  He was also a scout for Robert E. Lee against the Comanche from 

1856 to 1857 but later served in the Confederate Army.  A great-great-aunt, Theresa 
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“Benjamin Tarlton”; Robert Draper, “The Blood of the Farentholds,” Texas Monthly (April 1992), 164. 
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Bluntzer Hasdorff, another of Peter’s children, was kidnapped by Indians as a child but 

was found within the year without injury and able to speak her captor’s language.  An 

uncle, Irving Bluntzer, was a Texas Ranger, and her grandmother, Kate Dougherty 

Bluntzer, was one of the first public school teachers in Corpus Christi.  These direct 

ancestors firmly establish Frances Farenthold as a Texan with a long lineage of western 

spunk and determination.6 

Frances Farenthold’s Dougherty branch of the family tree from her mother’s side 

includes her great-grandfather, the Irish Robert Dougherty, who was one of the first 

citizens of San Patricio, Texas, and founded the first boys’ academy in all of South 

Texas.  He was an officer in the Confederate Army during the Civil War and, by at least 

1880, was an established teacher.  Kate Bluntzer, the teacher previously mentioned, 

was his daughter.  An aunt, Lida Dougherty, was the first woman school superintendent 

of a county school in Texas, serving San Patricio County.  Another aunt, Genevieve 

Tarlton Dougherty, was conferred the Lady of the Grand Cross of the Holy Sepulchre by 

Pope Pius XII for her charitable and philanthropic works.  As shown through 

Farenthold’s aunts, these prominent families frequently intermarried over the years, 

bringing together their rich histories.7   

Farenthold lived in a political family.  Her liberal lawyer father and southern belle 

mother made sure the children went to the candidate picnics and speeches and 

experienced the excitement of becoming a part of the political process.  Though her 
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oldest brother, Benjamin Dudley Tarlton III, died at the age of three, she also had three 

younger siblings, including Vincent, Benjamin Dudley Tarlton IV, and Genevieve, though 

none would become involved in politics in the same way that Farenthold did.  

Interestingly, her family is also Catholic, which is not common for upper-class white 

Texans.  Though she could not read until the age of nine because of an undiagnosed 

case of dyslexia, Farenthold quickly became an excellent student after her father 

realized the problem.  Her mother began working with her, and she has been an avid 

reader ever since, especially of newspapers.  Farenthold has been known to state that if 

you read newspapers as a child, by the time you are an adult, it becomes history.  Two 

of her children later inherited her reading disorder with which she struggled as a child.  

During her elementary school years, Farenthold went to parochial schools but she went 

to a public school for junior high at her father’s insistence.  While being bused to the 

new junior high school, she glimpsed her first view of poverty, especially Anglo-

American poverty, because the route passed through a poor section of town.  Her 

experience at this junior high school was also her first experience with discrimination 

against Mexican Americans, notably the men and boys, as they were held back in 

school and treated poorly.8 

For high school, Farenthold moved to Dallas to attend the private Hockaday 

School for Girls in 1940.  Farenthold herself wished to make this move because she 

desired better academic work and many of her cousins had already attended Hockaday.  

Corpus Christi public schools simply were not known for impressive academics.  She 

stayed with her father’s sister during this time and experienced a more educated and 
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2012, in author’s possession; Draper, “The Blood of the Farentholds,” 166. 
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highbrow atmosphere at her school than she had dealt with previously.  Hockaday was 

an elite all-girls campus, much different from the schools she had attended in Corpus 

Christi.  Opened in 1913 by Miss Ela Hockaday, the school was already known for high 

academic standards by the time Farenthold arrived.  This new atmosphere of an entirely 

upper-class-based society was an important lesson for her future as corporate wife, 

political rebel, and conscientious activist.  Farenthold graduated from Hockaday in 1943 

at age sixteen and continued her education on the East Coast.9 

Farenthold’s devotion to education and her drive to make something of herself 

grew directly from her father, Benjamin Dudley Tarlton, Jr., who was the most influential 

person on her future trajectory. He was a liberal lawyer who was keenly interested and 

involved in civic affairs and local politics.  He was active in many campaigns, such as 

the time he served as campaign manager for Ernest Thompson, the Railroad 

Commissioner, in the 1938 Democratic primary for governor.  Dudley Tarlton was also 

decidedly liberal for his time and place and was considered a “Klan-baiting” lawyer who 

frequently opposed the Ku Klux Klan legally.  Farenthold credits her father with her 

interest in politics and law because he would frequently take her with him to his law 

office and political assemblies throughout her childhood.  She went to local and state 

rallies and picnics, and sat in on her father’s various cases which brought her into 

contact with a portion of society that she may not have been introduced to otherwise. 

Dudley Tarlton’s liberal concern for politics and promoting the law, regardless of race, 

would become a feature of his daughter’s personality later in life.10   
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Dudley Tarlton was a legal general practitioner.  He took a variety of different 

cases, including criminal defense, oil, constitutional law, and election law.  He once 

managed to save his defendant, a Mexican-American bootlegger during Prohibition, by 

pointing out that there were no Mexican Americans on the jury, thus violating the Equal 

Protection Clause and the concept of a jury of one’s peers.  He also argued on behalf of 

Lyndon B. Johnson, soon-to-be senator and president, in the 1948 Box 13 Case.  This 

case refers to the 1948 race for United States Senate between Johnson and Coke 

Stevenson.  An amended return from Precinct 13 in Jim Wells County in South Texas 

gave a last minute win to Johnson, which Stevenson bitterly regarded as fraudulent and 

took to the Supreme Court only to lose the case.11 

Johnson’s influence on Texas politics, especially as Farenthold entered the 

political scene in the 1960s, would be immense.  Though Johnson was a Texas 

Democrat, once he gained high political office he began to work for a moderate civil 

rights program, which lost him the support of voters in the Deep South.  As he 

progressed through politics, he incorporated conservative positions on controversial 

issues, but maintained much more liberal views on less divisive issues in order to 

maintain credibility in Texas and keep his political power.  This would grow to become 

his Great Society Program, including the War on Poverty, during his presidency, though 

the Vietnam War would eventually undermine his poverty program.  Some elements still 

exist, such as Medicare and Medicaid, but they are less than originally envisioned.12   
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Also benefiting from the atmosphere that produced Johnson, John Connally 

would play a major role in developing Texas leadership.  His cronyism and obvious 

choice of a successor influenced how future governors would act for decades.  Born 

nine years after Johnson, Connally would grow to be a popular, handsome politician 

who remained close friends with Johnson over the years, though their political 

maneuverings would occasionally be at odds, especially regarding race and 

segregation.  Their joint influence would raise Ben Barnes, whom Farenthold would deal 

with in later decades, to a position of power.  Before becoming governor, Connally owed 

a good livelihood to Texas big business, specifically oil.  Possibly due to this, Connally’s 

idea of Texas politics was much more in line with the Dixiecrat ideal than with Johnson’s 

vision for a more egalitarian nation.  During his first term as governor, in 1962, Connally 

focused almost entirely on education and tourism to promote Texas industry, and he 

brought in outside scholars and tourists to expand Texas’ coffers, while denouncing civil 

rights legislation.  Johnson and Connally, though different, were the defining 

personalities of Texas politics as Farenthold grew older and their influence was still very 

evident when she began to participate in the political arena.13 

When Frances Farenthold was a girl, her father Dudley Tarlton frequently invited 

her to accompany him to the courthouse after her school day was over, leaving her with 

vivid memories of cases such as Box 13. Farenthold’s earliest memories of her growing 

political consciousness date to the 1932 presidential elections.  She remembers being 

deeply antagonistic toward Herbert Hoover, even though she had no understanding 

behind the emotion.  Later, in 1949, Farenthold accompanied her father to Washington 
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D.C. to see Johnson, then a senator, about the closing of a naval base.   Tarlton also 

allowed her to assume much of the responsibility for running their household when she 

was still a child because her mother was frequently sick after her brother died in 1928.14 

From 1943 to 1946, Farenthold attended Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New 

York, which was founded in 1861 by Matthew Vassar.  Farenthold chose this university 

because, even though it had a reputation for being an excellent liberal arts school that 

tried to give women an unparalleled education, a cousin who attended Wellesley 

College had told her Vassar was a party school.  Like many teenage girls, Farenthold 

thought it would be exciting to go to a fun school; however, this turned out to be a false 

statement, especially during World War II.  Due to a wartime college program that 

shortened vacations and extended semesters, Farenthold graduated in three years at 

the age of nineteen with a political science degree and as a member of Phi Beta Kappa, 

the oldest and most well-known academic honor society in the United States.  She 

wrote her thesis over Texas government at the state level, which would prove prophetic 

and useful as the years passed.  The war program in which she participated was 

intended to get college-educated women out of school faster to become involved in the 

war effort, but by 1946 the war was over.  However, World War II did affect Farenthold’s 

college years, as she took her turns waitressing in the dining room and cleaning the 

halls in order to contribute and assist the war effort.  She also picked apples at a low 

$0.50 an hour because there was no other labor pool.  She quickly abandoned apple 

picking, however, because, as she stated, “my father hasn’t sent me here to pick 
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apples. I better get back to the books.”  The war also hit home for her when a book she 

had sent to her cousin overseas was returned covered in a stamp reading “deceased.”  

He had been killed at the Battle of the Bulge.15 

After graduating with a degree in political science in 1946, Farenthold refused to 

make her social debut as a debutante because she felt that she had a responsibility to 

do something productive with her life, and with her father’s enthusiastic encouragement, 

she immediately entered the University of Texas School of Law.  There she would be 

one of three women in her class of 800 students.  Though the male students 

represented an excellent cross-section of Texas society, due mostly to returning 

soldiers using the GI Bill, the women faced flagrant sexism.  She was protected from the 

worst of the insults because many of the professors were contemporaries and friends of 

her father and former students of her grandfather, yet Farenthold still felt the sting of 

being one of three women.  There was not even a women’s restroom in the law school.  

The women had to use the faculty restroom because the idea of accommodating 

women lawyers and students had not yet occurred to the administration.  Quickly given 

the nickname “Wolf Girl,” the male students placed bets on when she would get 

engaged.  They were also incredibly hostile toward any female success.  This 

disrespect and flippancy enraged Farenthold because she chose to go to law school 

with no intention of finding a husband but rather of earning her degree and making a 

difference.  In 1949, at only twenty-three, Farenthold graduated with honors with her 

Bachelor of Laws (LLB) degree and passed the Texas Bar Exam that same year.  
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Though she was an honor student throughout law school, no law firms were willing to 

give her a chance.  She was never even offered an interview.16 

After law school, Farenthold practiced in her father’s firm in Corpus Christi, the 

Law Office of Tarlton, Ogden, and Hale.  Considering the bias against women lawyers 

during this time, working for her father may have been one of her only options.  During 

the time Farenthold was in law school and then while she worked for her father, it is 

important to note that the Democratic party prior to the 1970s was the party of the South 

and differences such as those shown by Johnson were a part of the bigger Democratic 

picture.  Republicans were still blamed for Reconstruction and generally were 

associated with the North; as such they were a very small minority in the South.  There 

were many factions within the Democratic party, such as the Dixiecrats, but public 

offices were usually held by Democrats regardless of their faction.  The Dixiecrats 

comprised a faction that desired conservative economic policy and continuing social 

segregation.  Coincidentally, Dixiecrats did not do as well as they had hoped because 

while southerners desired racial control, they did not necessarily agree with economic 

conservatism when the North was so quickly outpacing them.  They did, however, gain 

much support from those who were against President Harry S. Truman’s civil rights 

agenda.  The Dixiecrat movement eventually helped the Republicans gain power in the 

South as they too denounced civil rights and social reform.  Dudley Tarlton, a liberal 
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who navigated this conservative environment, was in fact very different from many of his 

contemporaries.17 

Then in 1950, Frances Tarlton married George Farenthold, eleven years her 

senior, at the Corpus Christi Cathedral, officiated by the Reverend Anthony George.  

She wore a day-length dress of wool with black velvet trimmings and a string of pearls 

given as a bridegroom gift.  After a honeymoon in Mexico, they came back to settle in 

George’s home in the Alice Hillcrest Estates.  They had originally met when Frances 

was younger and George would play golf with her father.  George was described as “a 

furry-browed, bull-bodied Belgian.”  He was born in Brussels to Belgian nobility, and 

educated at Le Rosey preparatory school in Switzerland.  His family owned a home in 

El Mouradia, Algeria that was later the official residence of the president of Algeria. For 

graduate school, he spent a year studying physics, chemistry, and biology, then spent 

two years in graduate study at the Rue de l’Ecole de Medecine in Paris.  In 1936, he 

immigrated to Corpus Christi because it was the home of his first wife, and in 1940 he 

became a citizen, in time to serve in the United States military as it entered World War 

II.  During the war, he earned a bronze star while serving as a captain in Air Force 

intelligence in North Africa and Europe.  He divorced his first wife, Annie Blake Morgan, 

in 1948 and had one son, Randolph, who was ten years old when George married 

Frances Tarlton.  When he and Frances first became romantic, George was employed 

with a Texas oil company.  In 1949, he started Crispin Company, a steel importation 

business based in Houston.  In the 1960s, he attempted to enter politics when he ran for 

Nueces County Democratic Chairman.  He lost decisively, which he blamed on being a 
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foreigner.  Initially after her marriage, Frances continued to work for her father’s firm, 

though she began to focus more on title work for George before finally becoming 

overwhelmed by taking care of their children, Dudley, George, Jr., Emilie, James, and 

Vincent.18  

Farenthold and her husband had their children early in their marriage, the first in 

1951, and the last two, a set of twins, in 1954.  Until the early 1960s, she played 

corporate housewife and stay-at-home mother, but she never believed that she was 

good at it and never really enjoyed the role.  She tried to be content with organizing 

dinner parties and helping her husband succeed, but Farenthold felt she was a disaster 

at the entire affair.  She was also active in her church and, for a short time, was 

president of the deanery of the National Council of Catholic Women.  During this time, 

her father continued to pay her bar dues because he was convinced she would come 

back to work.  In fact, two weeks before he died, soon after the twins were born, he said 

that they would get a nurse and she would be back to the office.  This did not happen as 

quickly as he may have hoped, however.  The four youngest children, including the 

daughter, Emilie, were born with a form of pseudo-hemophilia known as von 

Willebrand’s Disease, which causes a deficiency in the blood clotting agent, factor VIII.  

This disease is hereditary; George Farenthold had nearly died when his tonsils were 

removed and some of his relatives had died from bleeding to death over innocuous 

things, such as menstruation.  However, since Randolph, George’s son from his 

previous marriage, and Dudley, George and Frances’s first son, did not have the 

                                                        
18 “Miss Frances Tarlton and George E. Farenthold Wed,” Corpus Christi Caller Times, October 8, 

1950; Frances Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012; Deaton, The Year They Threw the Rascals 
Out, 65-66; Draper, Blood of the Farentholds, 164 (quotation); “Funerals,” Corpus Christi Caller Times, 
April 4, 2000; The Crispin Company, “About the Crispin Company,” http://crispinco.com/company 
(accessed September 17, 2012.) 



 36 

disease, they did not expect any further children to inherit it.  This would prove a 

mistaken assumption.  A tragic event, caused by this pseudo-hemophilia, would be the 

spark that pushed Farenthold back to work and into the political game.19 

In January 1960, shortly before his fourth birthday, Vincent, one of the twins, had 

an accident at home, where he slipped and hit his head.  Due to his condition, they 

could not stop the bleeding in time to save his life.  All the children knew to take care of 

themselves because of their conditions, but accidents still happened and this one ended 

tragically.  This horrific event mirrored the death of Farenthold’s brother, Benjamin 

Dudley Tarlton III, who had first called her “Sissy,” when he died at age three after 

swallowing a coin.  The sorrow pushed Farenthold into despondency, and George 

encouraged her to become active in the community to keep her mind occupied.  She 

worked with organizations such as the Goodwill Industries, the Corpus Christi Art 

Foundation, and she participated in her cousin, Dudley Dougherty’s, congressional 

campaign.  Dougherty lost this race, but his experience in congressional politics, as well 

as his experience in the Texas legislature, proved helpful to Farenthold’s later career.  

Farenthold also became the president of the Mother’s Club at her children’s parochial 

Catholic school.  While part of the Mother’s Club, Farenthold actively worked towards 

safer playground conditions at the school where James, also called Jimmy, Vincent’s 

twin bother, attended, leading to a prevention of risk to children like hers.  Due to this 

experience with Dougherty’s campaign and leading the Mother’s Club, Farenthold later 
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participated in John F. Kennedy’s 1960 presidential campaign and by 1964 was again 

active in her law practice.20 

Starting in 1963, Farenthold became involved in Corpus Christi’s Human Rights 

Commission (HRC).  She had been in touch with Joseph P. Witherspoon, a law 

professor at the University of Texas who was responsible for much of the initial work of 

the commission.  The HRC was appointed on October 16, 1963 and was established by 

ordinance number 7053. The HRC was the only municipally appointed commission at 

the time, with W. H. Colson, a Baptist minister, as president.  It was modeled after the 

HRC of Louisville, Kentucky, and was initially directed by to Ben Macdonald, who later 

became mayor.  Though Farenthold did not know much about the organization when 

she first became involved, she learned very quickly, starting with cases on 

discrimination at the bowling alley and in the fire and police departments.  The HRC 

also tackled such problems as the city discriminated against Mexican American women 

by rejecting their applications to become meter readers.  Some of the businesses under 

investigation tried to claim that they did not hire minorities because none of those 

applicants had the necessary skills, while completely disregarding the fact that these 

applicants had no way to obtain these skills.  Then the steelworkers brought the case of 

school discrimination to court in Cisneros v. Corpus Christi Independent School District 

in 1968.  Jose Cisneros and twenty-five Mexican-American and African-American 

fathers, all members of the United Steelworkers of America, filed a suit against the 
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school district claiming that the school board actively maintained a dual-system, one for 

minority children and another for whites. The schools attended by minority children were 

greatly inferior to those for white children.  The HRC was assisting in this effort when 

the school board requested a promise of secrecy.  When this wish was granted, the 

school board told the HRC horrific tales of blatant discrimination such as horrible 

building conditions and sanitation, but because of the promise the HRC had its hands 

tied, figuratively speaking.  Never again would Farenthold agree to secrecy.  

Fortunately, in 1970, Cisneros and the other fathers won the lawsuit.21 

While Farenthold was active with the HRC, she was also director of Nueces 

County Legal Aid from 1965 to 1967.  Nueces County was poor, and the legal aid 

program was notorious for inadequate funding and an inability to help the public; it also 

faced intense scrutiny by the state.  Due to this lack of funds, the program was unable 

to help most of the people who needed their assistance.  Though Farenthold was 

director for two years, she had initially applied for the position a few years earlier.  

During the interviews, she was critiqued for stating that her children would come first if 

she were offered the job.  She later said that statement is the reason she lost the job to 

a young Mexican American lawyer, who left six months later to pursue a term in the 

Texas legislature.  Once she received the directorship in 1965, however, she began to 

see how critical welfare and legal aid were to the population, even though the legal aid 
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was restrictive, limited, and relatively unhelpful due to the many restrictions and lack of 

funds.  Farenthold’s legalistic approach to the inequality, which became a defining 

characteristic later in her political career, began to be clearly visible when she dealt with 

the problems that she saw daily.  After two years, Farenthold resigned, partially on 

account of the many restrictions and her overwhelming sense of uselessness in helping 

people.22   

Farenthold chafed under the restrictions that limited who could receive aid from 

federal programs.  The welfare limitations and bad housing were heartbreaking, 

especially since she knew that some of the most well-known and respected citizens of 

Corpus Christi owned slum houses.  She would see women walk miles with their 

children to try to receive help only to be turned away due to lack of funds or the inability 

of supplicants to meet the requirements; one such case was a young Mexican American 

woman who walked fifteen miles for help.  On Monday mornings, for example, a long 

line of applicants would be waiting on the sidewalk for help.  Farenthold later found out 

that a constable, Solomon Ortiz, who later became a congressman, had a television 

show on Sunday mornings and told his viewers to go to the Nueces County Legal Aid 

office if they needed legal help.  Many of these people had not realized that there was a 

program to provide them with a lawyer or other legal aid even if they could not afford it 

themselves. Farenthold also struggled to address issues of providing child support, as 

well as the dilemma of loan sharks who took advantage of those struggling for housing.  

In regard to these loan sharks, Farenthold tried to address the contracts for sale that 

caused many people to lose their property too easily.  Through these events, Farenthold 
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realized that the scapegoats of society were the unskilled women and their children, 

crossing all color lines.  She credited that experience with finally pushing her into politics 

because she wanted to help end the welfare-related problems of many Texans.23  

In her position as director of Nueces County Legal Aid, Farenthold also endured 

sexism yet again.  This experience would affect the way she approached sexism in the 

future because, in this instance, she was not protected by her grandfather’s legacy.  

Around the time that she was hired in 1965, Legal Aid became part of the Office of 

Equal Opportunity, which provides additional irony.  Her salary was supposed to be 

$1,000 per month.  Farenthold only received $750.  The reasoning was that, as a 

woman, she was only working for some pocket money rather than to support her family.  

When a consultant from Houston came to the office, he asked her why she was taking a 

job from someone who really needed it, assuming that an upper-middle class white, 

married woman did not need to work.  When it became necessary to hire a Spanish-

speaking lawyer and one was hired, he received $1,000 a month, $250 more than the 

director.  Farenthold spoke up about the unfairness and was finally given the promised 

$1,000, but not a cent more.  After she left the position, her replacement, a man, was 

immediately given the promised salary.  24 

Though Farenthold did not run for elective office until 1968, she had earlier 

considered trying to become the county secretary of the Democratic party.  She asked 

her husband to ask a friend, who happened to be a labor leader, whether he would 

support her.  The man replied that he could support her as secretary, but she may 
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decide one day to run for chairman, and that was not acceptable.  A woman simply 

could not be county chairman of a national political party.  Farenthold later claimed that 

this refusal to allow her into politics at the county level influenced her decision to run for 

higher office because had she been allowed to enter county politics, she might have 

been satisfied to stay there.25 

 Farenthold’s role in Corpus Christi may not have included public office, but it did 

include an educated harsh look at the life led by many Texans.  This new awareness 

influenced her political leanings and activities for the rest of her life.  As she became 

involved in politics and activism, these experiences with poverty, welfare, and struggle 

informed and defined her goals when introducing policy, running for office, teaching, 

and practicing law.  These experiences pushed her liberal leanings to become a strong 

reformist drive.  Texas politics would never be the same after Farenthold entered the 

scene. 
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CHAPTER 3  

FIGHTING THE GOOD OL’ BOYS: 1968 THROUGH 1972 

 
In any western novel, Texas is famous for its fabled strong men and women, but 

the women are supposed to be at home, cooking for cowhands and killing rattlesnakes, 

not forcing themselves into brutal, masculine politics.  Frances “Sissy” Farenthold 

decided that was exactly what she wanted to do; however, she was not the first woman 

to win election to the Texas legislature.  There is a relatively long tradition of twenty-one 

women legislators and senators who preceded her from 1922 to 1968.  Edith Eunice 

Therrel Wilmans was the first woman ever elected to the Texas legislature, serving from 

1923 to 1925.  She was also the first woman speaker of the house, though it was an 

honorary appointment.  Mary Elizabeth Neal served from 1927 to 1935 and was the first 

woman elected to the Senate.  Laura Burleson Negley and Helen Edmunds Moore were 

the first two women to serve in the legislature together from 1929 to 1931.  Sarah 

Tilghman Hughes served in the legislature from 1923 to 1935, became the first woman 

to be a federal district judge from 1935 to 1961, and was the woman who swore in 

Lyndon B. Johnson as president in 1963.  Esther Neville Higgs Colson served from 

1939 to 1948 and was the first woman to pass a constitutional amendment through the 

legislature to be approved by a vote of the citizens.  Anita Blair, who served from 1953 

to 1955, was the first blind woman to be elected to any state legislature in the country.  

Finally, Barbara Jordan became the first African American woman state senator from 

1966 to 1972 before assuming her title as the first African American congresswoman 

from Texas, serving in the United States House of Representatives from 1972 to 1978.  

Farenthold, after the intense political preparedness provided by her two years in the 
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Nueces County Legal Aid office, thought that the only way to change the system was to 

copy the example of these women innovators and try from within.   She approached the 

challenge with her eye on welfare reform but managed to place herself firmly in the 

middle of the battle for legislative change.  Her progressive stances would create 

enemies in the Texas House and Senate but they would also earn her the devotion of a 

public desperate for change and better government.1 

As the only woman in the Texas House of Representatives from 1969 through 

1971, Farenthold was quite the oddity.  If she had simply sat back and allowed the 

current to carry her, she could have become the legislature’s “pet,” with dedications of 

love poems and roses on Valentine’s Day and no one taking her proposed legislation 

seriously.  This was not the path she chose to walk, however.  She immediately began 

her agenda by trying to better Texans’ lives through such trial legislation as a 

Committee on Children and Youth, an Equal Legal Rights Amendment, and an 

antiquities bill to protect treasures found off the Texas coast.  Though she did not win as 

many legislative battles as she may have wished, by the end of her second term, she 

was well known among informed Texans as a leader in responsible government.2   

Farenthold’s decision to run for the legislature was hardly a well-planned affair.  

On the last day before the filing deadline, Jake Jarmon, an old friend, called Farenthold 
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at seven o’clock in the evening and asked her to run.  She told him that she had to ask 

her husband, George, and her cousin, Dudley.  Dudley Dougherty had run for Congress 

a few years earlier, with Farenthold’s help, and he understood the political system.  She 

finally made up her mind and filed two hours before the deadline.  Farenthold believed 

that her two years in Legal Aid would satisfy those naysayers who believed that female 

candidates never had appropriate experience for the legislature.  Though she did not 

know it at the time, Jarmon was part of a group that was trying to keep the other serious 

Democratic candidate, a lawyer named Jack Pedigo, from winning.  Once she defeated 

Pedigo, she lost the support of many members of this group, though fortunately not 

Jarmon’s.  The third candidate in the Democratic primary was a Mexican American 

businessman, Abel Chapa, but after Farenthold defeated him, the Mexican American 

community generally supported her campaign.3 

Farenthold’s campaign was very amateurish.  While her slogan was “Live in ’68, 

Plan for ‘78” and she concentrated on the “Four E’s – Education, Ecology, Ethics, and 

Efficiency,” Farenthold later claimed that neither she nor her campaign managers really 

knew what they were doing. Her “over thirty” manager, Pat Dunn, was from a family of 

morticians that had been serving the Corpus Christi Catholic community for many years.  

Her “under thirty” manager, Bill Seal, was a handsome teacher from the local 

community college who attracted many supporters with his good looks.  The hardest 

workers on the campaign, however, were two women from the local Presbyterian 

church with whom Farenthold had collaborated on the Human Rights Commission.  
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Melancholy Rebel,” The Texas Observer, April 9, 1971, p. 3; “Place 1 Runoff Decision Depends on 
Canvass,” Corpus Christi Caller Times, May 7, 1968;  “8 Contests Being Decided In Vote,” Corpus Christi 
Caller Times, May 31, 1968. 



 45 

These women, Ruth Gill and Jim Alice Scott, took a leave from the League of Women 

Voters to crusade for Farenthold, and she credits them with being her most dedicated 

supporters.  Scott, who was also an activist for the environment, would go on to become 

the city planner of Colorado Springs after claiming that working with Farenthold 

prompted her to do more with her life.4   

Farenthold’s campaign was also extremely unorthodox.  For example, she 

refused to use billboards or large signs to advertise herself.  Following the 1965 

Highway Beautification Act and the objections to signs on the Corpus Christi beaches, 

Farenthold simply refused to clutter and pollute the landscape with her crusade, 

especially after criticizing businesses for using them.  Instead, Dunn donated coffin lids 

that volunteers painted with Farenthold’s name and then strapped to their cars.  

Additionally, since Farenthold did not have a media consultant, she and her managers 

went to strange lengths to spread her name among the voters.  For example, Dunn 

would sign her in for every funeral.  He would also have her paged during wrestling 

matches, a prime sporting event for the Corpus Christi public.  Since they could not 

afford prime nighttime television spots, they ran ads during daytime television to capture 

the stay-at-home women’s votes.  Her newspaper ads were printed on the sports page 

for male voters.   At one point, her husband, George, dropped her off at a shopping 

center parking lot with 1,500 campaign cards and money for a payphone.  He told her 

that he would come pick her up once she had passed out all the cards.  After she won 

the election, men would come up to her and say that their wives supported her.  In fact, 

the day after she won, she went to a public event where a man shook her hand and told 

                                                        
4 Charles Deaton, The Year They Threw the Rascals Out (Austin: Shoal Creek Publishers, Inc., 

1973), 66; Frances Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012. 



 46 

her that he had voted for her husband the day before.  When Farenthold informed him 

that he had voted for her, he stated that he would not have done so if he had known she 

was a woman.  It is rather curious how he managed to make this error.5   

Farenthold handily beat her Democratic competition after a run-off vote.  She 

was ninety votes away from securing a majority with the initial vote but was forced into a 

run-off by Abel Chapa.  Yet she won the run-off with almost 60 percent of the vote. She 

then went on to defeat her Republican competition, the incumbent Charles Scoggins, 

who was considered the minority leader in the Texas House, in the general election with 

61 percent of the vote.  When she arrived in the capitol after defeating Scoggins, the 

most powerful man in the legislature, Gus Mutscher, hugged her and thanked her for 

defeating what would have been one of the only Republicans in the House.  At this 

point, if Farenthold had been willing to “go along” and stay in a traditional female niche, 

such as education, she could easily have become a token female legislator with no real 

power and a “pet” among the men.  She could have fallen into the routine of parades, 

balls, and parties, which marked the inauguration on January 21, 1969.  A friend of hers 

in the legislature advised her just to answer her mail.  She refused to fall into that trap, 

however.  Farenthold was determined to stick to her agenda, even if no one realized 

she was there at first.  In an ironic oversight, the Democratic National Committee had no 

record of women legislators, and Governor Preston Smith remarked in a speech that 

there were no women in the House.  The next morning, Farenthold delivered her card to 

his office.  During a breakfast for office holders and candidates prior to the inauguration, 

Farenthold was relegated to the wives’ breakfast, hosted by Miss Texas, instead of 
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being invited to the candidates’ breakfast.  Similarly, during the speaker’s breakfast 

hosted by lobbyists, the male legislators traditionally received ties, but they could not 

figure out what to do with Farenthold.  The lobbyists eventually decided to give her a 

string tie, which baffled and infuriated her.  On Valentine’s Day, the House members 

read her a poem and declared her their valentine, which she angrily rejected.  These 

small and petty demonstrations were not why she had run for the legislature, and she 

admitted to receiving these gifts and exhibitions with ill grace.  She stated that “If I had 

quietly gone about what was expected of me, I probably would have had a few perks … 

But I wasn’t up here as a guest. I was up here as an elected representative.” This 

atmosphere even trickled down to the lowest levels as guards would not let her park in 

the legislative parking lot and would ask who she worked for.6   

While these sexist events were aggravating to Farenthold, two major reports 

were filtering through Texas in 1968 and 1969 which stuck with her.  These reports 

were the 1968 Governor’s Commission on the Status of Women, including the United 

States Department of Labor’s report on women workers in Texas, and the 1968 Texas 

Water Plan.  The latter, published in November, stated that “Texas does not have 

enough water within its boundaries to meet all its needs beyond 1985.”  Therefore, the 

plan included the possibility of importing water from the Mississippi River to fully 

develop Texas’ water sources.  As late as 1972, Farenthold was still referring to this 

plan in order to state that she was opposed to the “massive transfer of water across 

Texas” due to the environmental damage.  She suggested a ground water management 
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system instead.  Along a different line, the Governor’s Commission Report on the Status 

of Women stated that women should “seek elective and appointive positions at the 

local, state, and national level in all the three branches of government,” which 

Farenthold was already pursuing.  It also suggested stricter enforcement of minimum 

wage, more child care centers, and vocational training for women.  This was in direct 

response to the fact that the average woman worker in 1968 had very few occupational 

choices, most of which were in clerical and service work.  The Department of Labor’s 

report also revealed that there were 1,106,657 women workers in Texas in 1960; 

however, many of these women were underpaid and faced daily discrimination.7   

The agendas of the speaker and the freshman legislator provide a study in 

contrasts. House Speaker Gus Mutscher was proud of the impressive beginnings of the 

1969 legislative session, considering that the first bills, mainly discussing horse racing, 

were already introduced by January 29.  Farenthold, on the other hand, prided herself 

on sponsoring a bill reprimanding Jerry Sadler, the Land Commissioner, on August 20, 

1969, in an event sometimes called “Jerry and the Pirates.”  In the summer of 1969, 

Farenthold became involved in the case dealing with Sadler and a Spanish treasure 

dating from 1553 that was found in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of Padre Island.  

Sadler had been Land Commissioner since 1961, and because Texas kept the title to 

public lands when it became part of the United States, the Land Commissioner was one 

of the most powerful offices in the state.  Any discovery of oil, gas, and other minerals 
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went through Sadler’s office.  Sadler was made aware of the sunken treasure in 1967.  

Since Texas did not have an antiquities bill at the time, he hired a northern salvage 

company from Indiana called Platoro, Ltd., that quickly began to ship the treasures out 

of state without giving Texas its fair share of the proceeds.  Sadler only began to make 

a ruckus about the affair when he himself did not receive his portion of the money.  

When called before a legislative hearing to explain the situation and how he handled it, 

Sadler became verbally and physically violent.  Additionally, since Texas did not require 

state officials to be sworn in before offering testimony, Sadler freely lied about the entire 

affair.  Later, when a legislative commission came to inspect the treasure that Sadler 

supposedly had in his vault, he tried to strangle a legislator who attempted to enter his 

office.8   

Farenthold was not a member of the investigating committee but attended their 

meeting because she tried to go to every hearing that dealt with her region of the state.  

After seeing Sadler’s blatant disregard for the law that he was elected to uphold, 

Farenthold went on the warpath to pass a censure.  A state assistant attorney who 

knew Sadler was lying but could not come forward without risking his own job as a state 

employee helped her with the case.  She was defeated the first time she attempted to 

propose the censure during the special session, so she called her cousin, Dudley 

Dougherty, for advice.  He told her just to reintroduce it the next morning.  Luckily, the 

Dallas delegation was habitually late, and without its support of Sadler, her toned down 

reprimand, House Simple Resolution (HSR) 58 which was a censure resolution of 
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Sadler, came up for a vote on September 9, 1969.  The resolution passed 64-49.  

Sadler thus became the first Texas state official to be reprimanded by the Texas 

House.9 

According to Farenthold, reprimanding Sadler for his actions and disrespect was 

the greatest accomplishment of her first term.  Up to that point, Sadler had been one of 

the most powerful men in the state because he would appoint legislators who assisted 

him as local counsel for their districts.  Thanks in large part to Farenthold’s reprimand, 

however, Sadler lost his next election and much of the power he had accumulated.  

Unfortunately, Texas never reclaimed all the gold that was stolen or its value in money; 

however, these events did lead to the passage of an antiquities bill the day after the 

censure resolution. Its goal was to diminish greatly the chances of that series of events 

happening in the future and to make sure that Texas was able to keep its treasures and 

antiquities safe from “pirates.”  It also led to House Bill (HB) 11, which required all 

testimony by public officials to be tape-recorded, a new technology at the time.  In 

addition to this far-reaching accomplishment, Farenthold also credits herself with the no-

small task of cleaning up the language and violence sometimes perpetrated by 

legislators.  After all, men were supposed to be on their best behavior around a woman.  

The greatly reduced amount of swearing once she became the only woman in the 

Texas House was indicative of the standard of behavior men were expected to uphold 

around women at the time, but it also suggested the masculine bravado that had been a 

tradition among politicians.10 
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In that first term, Farenthold was also the only dissenting voice on a 

commendation of President Lyndon B. Johnson, in a vote of 149 to 1.  Her complaint 

was in the language commending him for his actions in Vietnam.  Firmly against the 

war, Farenthold could not in good conscience sign the commendation. During a time 

when the Vietnam War hung heavily over the nation, Farenthold saw Johnson as a 

“wheeler dealer” who was punishing innocents with a horrendous war.  This was a year 

after the dreadful My Lai Massacre, where between 175 and 400 Vietnamese were 

brutally killed by a United States Army unit, led by Second Lieutenant William L. Calley.  

Farenthold asked the bill’s sponsor to remove the portion mentioning the war so she 

could add her signature.  However, the sponsor kept the wording, and Farenthold was 

the only legislator to vote against the commendation.  She later recalled that she did not 

then recognize how much Johnson had done and was still trying to do for civil rights and 

that she had judged him too harshly for his role in escalating the war in Vietnam.11   

 During Farenthold’s first session, the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) came 

before Texans.  Along with Barbara Jordan in the Texas Senate, Farenthold 

cosponsored the bill’s ratification.  It would later go on the ballot for the Texas public’s 

approval on November 7, 1972.  The effort for the ERA was furthered by the Seventh 

Amendment to the Texas Constitution, known as the Equal Legal Rights Amendment 

(ELRA) or Senate Joint Resolution (SJR) 4, a state version of the ERA, which passed 

the legislature in 1971 and went to the public ballot also on November 7, 1972.  It 

passed by a four-to-one margin. Both Jordan and Farenthold were vital to its successful 

journey through the House and Senate.  Also important in this effort, however, was 
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Hermine Tobolowsky, an attorney known as the “mother of the Texas ERA.”  She first 

introduced the ELRA to the legislature in 1957 and became a crusader for equal rights.  

Another woman who supported equal rights but was unsure about the usefulness of the 

ELRA when it was first drafted was Louise Ballerstedt Raggio, also a lawyer.  Raggio 

believed that, under Texas laws of the 1950s and 1960s, the ELRA would have been 

disastrous because there were no statutes to support it and the political situation was 

too complex.  By the time Farenthold was in the legislature, however, Raggio was much 

more confident that Texas statutes could support the act, due in large part to the Marital 

Property Act she assisted in creating that gave married women equal rights.  The ELRA 

also built on a much less comprehensive bill introduced earlier by Lauro Cruz that would 

have removed limits on working hours for women.  Interestingly, during the testimony for 

the ELRA, Farenthold was asked if women would be allowed into men’s gyms.  She 

responded that she was not trying to get into the men’s gym but rather trying to attend 

her own committee meeting.  This referred to a Constitutional Amendments Committee 

meeting she attempted to attend earlier in the year at the male-only Citadel Club in 

Austin.  She was refused entrance because women were not allowed inside.  The 

committee head never apologized or gave her the meeting notes; instead he sent her a 

box of chocolates.12   
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When pushing for women’s rights, Farenthold brought up the fact that she was 

allowed to earn her law license before she was allowed to sit on a jury.  Amusingly, 

Farenthold joked about the gendered atmosphere when she stated that her office was 

never as nice as the other legislators because she did not have a wife to decorate when 

she was in session.  While working on issues of equal rights for women, strangely 

enough, the ERA and ELRA were the only pieces of legislation on which Jordan and 

Farenthold would work together due to differences in how they wanted to approach 

problems.  Farenthold was a rebel bucking the system, trying to force it to become 

better, whereas Jordan worked within the system, trying slowly to adjust and maneuver.  

Farenthold once mentioned that she “used to smile and think ‘What’s the story?’ The 

white woman’s outside throwing rocks and the black woman’s inside working with the 

system.”13 

 While Farenthold had courted the youth vote during her campaign with her 

support for lowering the voting age to eighteen, she continued to support the college-

age crowd when she voted against HB 431, an anti-riot bill sponsored by Joe Shannon, 

Jr. of Fort Worth.  This bill was in response to the idea that revolutionaries were 

traveling among college students trying to foment rebellion. Though Texas had never 

seen a major campus riot, fear was running rampant as other states experienced riots 

and mobs in their universities.  The Texas National Guard announced that it could have 

troops anywhere in the state in less than sixteen hours, which further fed the fears that if 

such maneuvers were necessary, something horrible would soon happen.  The anti-riot 

bill had not been scheduled for debate and had never been printed for legislators to 
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have a copy to study; however, the bill still passed 135 to 12, after all House rules had 

been suspended.  Farenthold found this whole affair to be ridiculous.  She assailed the 

bill because it was badly written and was emotional instead of logical.  She believed that 

laws already in place were more than adequate to deal with any problems that might 

arise, especially since colleges could call in state police to keep order if necessary.14  

Farenthold also supported the Mexican American community, which was 

evidenced by her visit to Del Rio with two of her sons on April 6, 1969, Palm Sunday, to 

support a voting drive and to protest the removal of workers for Volunteers in Service to 

America (VISTA) from Val Verde County.  She was the only white legislator there, and 

she politely ignored negative comments about “gringos” because the issues and 

problems being discussed were important to address.15 

 Various other pieces of legislation grabbed Farenthold’s attention, including HB 

694 to establish a Texas Human Relations Commission.  This bill was co-sponsored by 

Carlos Truan of Corpus Christi and Farenthold, and it attempted to establish a 

commission made up of nine commissioners appointed by the governor with the task of 

preventing and eliminating discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national 

origin, age, or sex.  It was considered an expansion of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and 

was paired with a Senate bill sponsored by Joe J. Bernal.  Joseph P. Witherspoon of 

the University of Texas, whom Farenthold knew from their work on the Corpus Christi 

Human Relations Commission, agreed to testify on behalf of the bill and explain the 
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good that a statewide commission could do.  This commission was never created, 

however, as the bill did not pass.  Farenthold’s concern for the welfare of the public is 

also evidenced in HB 1401, which was heard by the legislature in May 1969, and would 

have required a divorced parent, usually the father, to be current on child support before 

being allowed to remarry.  This was commonly called “financial responsibility for papas” 

by the general public, but as with the human relations commission, it did not pass.  Bills 

that did pass, however, and were beneficial to the Texas public were HB 107, which 

dealt with egg grading to ensure the quality of purchased eggs, and HB 1186 and 1187, 

which arranged to pay jurors with economic hardship up to $20 per day while they were 

serving on a jury.16 

 Other legislation supported by Farenthold included various bills on child welfare 

and concern for minorities.  For example, though these bills did not pass, HB 1247 and 

1248 provided that if an adult instigated or aided a minor in committing a crime, the 

adult would be prosecuted and possibly punished.  HB 1434 would have created a 

Committee on Children and Youth, a Citizen’s Advisory Council, and a Professional 

Advisor Counsel.  HB 1238 and 1253 would have allowed students to serve as regents 

and have a direct hand in the running of their colleges, which again did not pass.  HB 

416 would have allowed the Supreme Court of Texas to provide funds for salaries and 

other expenses incurred by the Court of Civil Appeals in the case of the State of Texas 

v. Hidalgo WLID No. 18.  HSR 8 and 46 would have created a twenty-one member 

council with jurisdiction over welfare.  None of these bills made it through the House 
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voting process because, once again, reform was not yet necessary in the minds of the 

legislators.  Two bills that did pass and that Farenthold actively supported include HSR 

69, which was a commendation of Cesar Chavez, and a second bill creating a state 

park on Mustang Island in 1970.  Farenthold was deeply involved in this effort of the 

Department of the Interior to purchase 3,965 acres of land on Mustang Island.  The park 

opened to the public in 1979.17 

 As shown, Farenthold at first focused on refusing to be seen as the legislature’s 

pet; then she moved her formidable energies during her first term toward welfare and 

humanizing Texas for Texans.  The legislation that she supported was directly aimed at 

improving the lives of the general public, whether through welfare, judicial, or 

environmental reform.  This was a continuation of her line of thinking when directing the 

Nueces County Legal Aid and participating in the Corpus Christi Human Relations 

Commission.  This concern for people would continue through her second term, her run 

for governor, and long after she left public office. 

Farenthold’s second term, from 1970-1972, was defined by a scandal that shook 

the public’s confidence in the entire Texas government.  In 1971, a bank fraud case, 

which became known as the “Sharpstown Scandal,” blew up into a humiliating scene of 

bribery, stock manipulation, and deception on the part of top government officials.  

Though these practices were common among Texas politicians, who have never been 

known for honesty, the blatant disregard for the public finally became obvious enough to 

gain the attention of the most apathetic of Texans.  Farenthold’s efforts were vital; she 

kept the issue on the surface and did not allow corrupt politicians to bury and ignore the 
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unashamed disdain for Texas people or their laws.  Additionally, as important as this 

battle was, Farenthold also kept pushing legislation that would help Texans in their own 

lives rather than just cleaning up Austin.  It is also important to note that in 1971, fewer 

than 5 percent of state legislators nationwide were women: 46 state senators and 300 

state representatives.  According to Gail Collins, a New York Times columnist, only 

three women had held jobs similar to secretary of state and lieutenant governor, and 

none had ever been state attorneys general.18   

Farenthold announced for reelection in December 1969.  Although this second 

race went smoother than the first, it was hardly easy or uneventful.  She was healing 

from a broken leg caused by a skiing accident, but she still campaigned as hard as 

possible.  Though she never saw him, her token opponent in the Democratic primary 

was a pants-presser at Huntsville Prison, James Rehfield.  She defeated him by 

approximately a two-and-a-half to one margin.  Later in the general election, she 

defeated her Republican opponent, Clyde New, by a similar margin.  In an amusing 

aside, Farenthold’s refusal to use billboards was silently endorsed in a letter to 

Governor Preston Smith from the United States’ Secretary for Transportation John A. 

Volpe.  It stated that 10 percent of the state’s apportionment of federal aid highway 

funds would be withheld because of the inaction of the Texas legislature in passing 

legislation that would put the state in compliance with the federal Highway Beautification 

Act of 1965.  Billboards were supposed to have been regulated by July 1, 1970.  The 

withholding of funds would have cost the state $24 million in federal support, which 

forced the Texas legislature to finally enact the bill in 1971. This Texas version of the bill 
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did not remove existing billboards, but it limited the placement of new billboards, which 

would have to be at least 500 feet apart.19   

Once Farenthold arrived in Austin for her second term in 1971, the Sharpstown 

Scandal quickly overtook the sixty-second legislature. Farenthold stated that serving in 

the legislature at this time was like wearing a straitjacket.  While it is difficult to 

summarize such an extensive and complicated event, the scandal as it affected the 

Texas House of Representatives began with an initial investigation by the Securities 

and Exchange Commission (SEC) that was announced during the inauguration 

ceremonies on January 19, 1969.  It involved three state banks, two insurance 

companies, and a new computer firm that were all owned, controlled, or managed by 

Frank Sharp.  Though the suit did not yet name any prominent politicians, and only 

mentioned in passing that bribery was involved, some legislators who knew they were 

implicated began to get nervous, especially Speaker of the House Gus Mutscher.  His 

long reputation for acting vague and noncommittal would soon prove even more 

detrimental.  Before the scandal became public, when Mutscher was going to Houston 

to sell stock and manipulate his finances, his staff would tell visitors to his office, such 

as Farenthold, that he was in Houston visiting astronauts.20   
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Sharp was a Houston businessman who controlled several banks and 

businesses, including Sharpstown State Bank and the National Bankers Life Insurance 

Company.  In an attempt to give new life to his failing businesses, Sharp bribed and 

connived to get legislators to pass two banking bills that would remove state banks such 

as his from federal oversight by the Federal Deposit Insurance Company (FDIC), under 

the guise of creating a state regulatory agency.  Sharp gave out inside trading 

information on stocks, manipulated the price of said stocks, and gave more than half a 

million dollars in unsecured loans to high ranking officials and legislators, such as 

Governor Smith, House Speaker Mutscher, House Appropriations Chairman William S. 

“Bill” Heatly, and other state representatives, in order to obtain their cooperation.  These 

financial manipulations also included tricking the Jesuit Fathers of Houston, Inc. into 

buying the inflated stock.  This occurred when Governor Smith and his business 

partner, Elmer Baum, sold Sharp’s stock for a $125,000 profit to the Jesuit Fathers of 

Houston.  Lieutenant Governor Ben Barnes was never directly connected to the 

scandal, but it would affect his future just the same.  Interestingly, Texas government 

was notorious for being riddled with corruption, and this incident confirmed in the 

public’s mind that “Texas politics [was] continuing its somewhat infamous reputation.”  

Due to Mutscher’s ineptitude, Sharpstown would not disappear as other scandals had 

and instead exploded onto the public consciousness.  Adding insult to injury, 

Sharpstown State Bank closed on January 25, 1972, forcing the FDIC to pay more than 

$50 million to its depositors.21 
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The Sharp banking bills had already run through the House and the Senate 

extremely quickly during the previous session, and many politicians had been involved 

in their passage.  There had been almost no discussion after the speaker’s head 

lieutenant claimed it as a speaker’s bill.  In fact, Farenthold had voted for the first of the 

two bills because they were pushed through so quickly at the end of the session.  She 

had more time to study the second bill and was able to ask for clarification from Senator 

Bill Patman, who promptly told her it was a bad bill.  She was irritated with herself when 

she realized what she had voted for in the first bill.  The bills were introduced on 

September 5, 1969, by Tommy Shannon, who had also been bribed by Sharp, and were 

drafted by a banking lobbyist, Eugene Palmer.  Beyond removing Texas banks from 

federal oversight and state insurance, the bills placed regulatory authority in a state 

banking commission to be composed of three members: the state treasurer, the banking 

commissioner, and a third member chosen by the governor, with no enforcement 

capabilities.  Governor Smith had already named his good friend, Baum, to the third 

opening.  These bills passed through the legislature on September 8, 1969, by a vote of 

123 to 12.  They passed through the Senate on September 9, 1969 and came back to 

the House for approval, which was voted 120 to 8.  Fortunately, Governor Smith vetoed 

the bills at the last moment after a discussion with the bank commissioner, J. Meade 

Falkner, and the state banking association.  Farenthold’s irritation with this duplicity and 

obvious disregard for the Texas people from the bill’s supporters led to a session-long 

crusade to find out where this kind of bad legislation came from and how it managed to 

get passed.  Though she came into the legislature concerned with welfare, ethics 
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became her driving force and preoccupation, yet she still continued to support reform 

legislation.22 

Mutscher was Farenthold’s prime target in her efforts to expose the vein of 

corruption in the capitol.  He and Governor Smith were the most visible public officials 

involved with Sharp, and therefore were subject to more intense anger.  Mutscher was 

then thirty-eight years old and a very conservative Democrat after being in the 

legislature for ten years.  He followed in Barnes’s footsteps as an incredibly powerful 

speaker of the House, having almost total control over the legislature.  His problems 

arose in his lack of subtlety when dealing with Sharp.  Mutscher met with Sharp 

numerous times and even had messages taken by his secretary.  In fact, Mutscher was 

vital to the success of Sharp’s banking bills.  This was not looked upon kindly when it 

was realized that Mutscher borrowed hundreds of thousands of dollars from Sharp’s 

banks, backed by Sharp stock that was then sold at inflated prices. For example, 

Mutscher borrowed $105,000 on July 28, 1969; $340,000 on October 9, 1969; $65,000 

on November 27, 1969; and $70,000 on November 28, 1969. When testifying before the 

SEC, Mutscher blatantly lied under oath, a felony, and claimed that he had no inkling of 

the fraud and bribery involved in these transactions.  Mutscher also considered those 

who kept attention on this affair and his role in it to be terrible people and ineffective 

legislators and politicians. This opinion was one he frequently stated throughout the 

session.23 
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All that Farenthold initially asked for was an investigation into the process of the 

bad legislation passed in the House.  However, there was so much guilt involved with 

the top officials that even this small request was immediately denied.  The speaker 

himself greatly resented Farenthold’s unwillingness to let the matter drop, even though 

she always kept him informed of what she was doing.  She initially wanted a joint 

resolution calling for an investigation, but it ended up just sitting on Barbara Jordan’s 

and Oscar Mauzy’s desks for a month.  Even if they had decided to push the resolution, 

Farenthold is convinced that Barnes would never have let the resolution leave the 

Senate floor, which in her mind implicated him in the Sharpstown affair.24   

Therefore, Farenthold changed tactics and introduced House Concurrent 

Resolution (HCR) 87, otherwise known as the Farenthold Resolution, on March 19, 

1971, along with twenty-two cosponsors.  It called for an investigation into the Texas 

House of Representatives and its involvement in the Sharpstown affair.  Its objective 

was to create a ten-member, bicameral investigative committee on legislative ethics 

with subpoena power that would help restore the confidence of the Texas people in their 

elected officials.  The committee would investigate every detail of the stock fraud 

scandal to determine how HB 72 and 73 got pushed through during the last session and 

to recommend any necessary changes to the legislative process that would prevent a 

future reoccurrence.  This effort was helped by the research of law student Terry 

O’Rourke, who discovered an uncommon tactic called “Privilege of the House,” which 

would allow immediate floor discussion of any bills that investigated issues of House 

integrity.  Mutscher quickly refused to allow consideration of the resolution, at which 
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point Lane Denton from Waco appealed the ruling to the floor.  Mutscher’s loyal men 

voted down the appeal 118-30 after a three-hour debate, which only increased 

Farenthold’s determination to bring all the dirty details to light.  In this manner, 

Sharpstown became Farenthold’s preoccupation, the driving force behind all of her 

actions during that legislative session.25 

The Farenthold Resolution received only thirty votes that day; however, those 

thirty votes belonged to a group of people who would soon be called the “Dirty Thirty,” 

also sometimes called “The Cabal,” after one of Mutscher’s allies called the group 

“those thirty dirty bastards.”  This group of people, though the actual numbers waxed 

and waned over the session, stood firm against any attempt to sweep the incident out of 

public consciousness.  Due to its makeup, this group was considered a “spontaneous, 

politically unnatural collection of the urban and the rural, the Democrat and the 

Republican, the liberal and the conservative.”  Farenthold was always a part of this 

group of people.  She was continuously re-motivated as letters trickled in, usually 

handwritten, saying that what she was doing to help the Texas people against the 

endless political corruption was very important.  Farenthold was one of only four 

representatives to vote for all nineteen reform measures introduced during this session.  

The other three were Bill Blythe, Edmund Jones, and R.C. “Nick” Nichols, all from 

Houston.  Because she was always at the forefront of the fight, and also the only 

woman in the group, Farenthold soon earned the title “Den Mother of the Dirty Thirty.”  
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Whether this was meant to be demeaning, as if she were the leader of a group of boy 

scouts, or high praise for her efforts can be debated.26   

Other attempts were made to force Mutscher to allow an investigative committee.  

HSR 89 was an ethics bill to create a House General Investigating Committee.  HB 87 

wanted to create a ten-member joint committee to investigate the scandal, but was shot 

down by Mutscher.  HSR 266, commonly known as Parker’s Resolution because it was 

introduced by Carl Parker of Port Arthur, also tried to investigate the scandal by 

charging the attorney general, State Banking Board, State Insurance Board, the 

president of the Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants (CPA), and the chairman 

of the Investment Bankers Association with the responsibility of investigating the 

scandal and creating a public report.  The Parker Resolution, however, failed to provide 

for subpoena powers, investigative staff, or changes to the legislative process.  On 

March 29, 1971, after numerous testimonies revealed how much the Texas public had 

lost faith in Austin politics, Mutscher allowed a weak resolution to pass that permitted 

him to pick five members for a House General Investigating Committee.  Unfortunately 

for Mutscher, he did not try for subtlety when he chose five of his staunchest supporters 

to be on the committee on April 13, 1971, including Menton Murray, Jim Nugent, Jim 

Slider, DeWitt Hale, and Clyde Haynes.  In a sense, this made Dirty Thirty members 

happy because the blatant stacking of the committee clarified to the entire Texas 

government and public that Mutscher knew he was in the wrong and was not able to 

save himself without creating a biased committee.  According to journalist Charles 
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Deaton, even some of Mutscher’s loyal supporters blanched at this utter indifference for 

political integrity, and some of his friends privately complained.27 

As punishment for trying to expose top level officials, Mutscher made sure to kill 

as much legislation as possible that came from those fighting against him.  He also 

refused to print any newsletters for the rebelling legislators, which were important for 

their constituents back home.  His group of cronies went so far as to announce bomb 

threats so the capitol building would have to be evacuated in order to garner votes and 

manipulate the legislators present for the vote.  Dirty Thirty members understood these 

tactics and understood they were fighting against the odds.  Farenthold herself had 

accepted that her actions in exposing political corruption would kill any legislation she 

attempted to pass. Though she continued to introduce various bills and resolutions, she 

focused on exposing the dirty atmosphere of Texas politics rather than passing new 

legislation.  She knew that she was targeted by the “Good ol’ Boys” and did her best to 

fight back before they realized how to nullify her efforts.  This finally came about when a 

frazzled and desperate Mutscher ordered a complicated and illegal redistricting that 

effectively destroyed many home bases for Dirty Thirty members, including Farenthold.  

In a sense of justice, later the next year, Mutscher and other top officials were found 

guilty of taking bribes in March 1972 during their trial in Abilene, Texas, after being 

indicted by a Travis County grand jury the previous September.  They were prosecuted 

by the Travis County District Attorney, Robert O. Smith, and on March 15, 1972, were 
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sentenced to five years probation by Judge J. Neil Daniel.  Governor Smith was not 

tried, but his reputation was damaged beyond repair.28     

As mentioned, Farenthold did not expect any of her legislation to pass; however, 

she still supported and introduced legislation that was in line with her concern for the 

Texas public.  This included HB 1570, which would have provided day care centers for 

all Texas children between the ages of two and five.  Also, HB 527 would have provided 

disaster assistance in case of emergency situations, and HB 1571 would have 

determined the eligibility of children to participate in the Basic Foundations School 

Program.  HB 1593 dealt with the implementation of family planning services in Texas.  

HJR 12, a welfare bill, was an amendment to Article III, Section 51-a of the Texas 

Constitution, to appropriate adequate funds for assistance grants, medical care, and 

rehabilitation.  HB 929 was designed to provide legal services to those who could not 

afford a private lawyer.  HB 1569 would have created a Governor’s Committee on Early 

Childhood Education, and HB 562 related to the construction of nuclear power plants in 

Texas and the restrictions against it until jurisdiction over nuclear waste and other 

unsavory topics were arranged.  Her concern for the environment also showed in her 

support of HB 231 which limited noise levels for supersonic transports, and HB 1429, 

which was focused on pollution control and prevention from oil and gas industries.  

None of these bills passed in the House; they were all killed or outmaneuvered by 

Mutscher and his cronies.  In an amusing anecdote about her efforts on the House floor, 

Farenthold was supportive of a restriction of firearms.  A good friend of hers introduced 

a bill that would allow people to carry firearms in public parks.  When Farenthold voted 
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against the bill, regardless of their friendship, her friend suggested that everyone should 

go around swatting criminals with flyswatters.29   

An interesting incident with the appropriations bill exemplifies the corruption and 

duplicity facing Farenthold and her fellow legislative rebels beyond the Sharpstown 

Scandal.  Their proposal of HSR 506 would require the appropriations committee to give 

the text of the bill to the legislators at least a week in advance of the floor vote.  Prior to 

this, the House appropriations chairman, Bill Heatly, routinely distributed the massive, 

several-hundred-page appropriations bill text at the very last moment and forced 

representatives to vote on it with no knowledge of what it contained.  It usually 

contained various pork barrel projects and gifts to supporters, which were never noticed 

until too late.  Heatly kept those who depended on public funds, such as schools, 

walking a tightrope and in constant fear that their funds would disappear.  Legislators 

themselves were in fear of crossing Heatly because to do so was to risk the money they 

needed for their districts.  It was an incredibly corrupt and self-serving system that kept 

Heatly as one of the most powerful men in the legislature.  However, in 1972, the Dirty 

Thirty decided to fight back.  Though they were only given the bill forty-eight hours prior 

to the floor vote, they worked day and night combing through the document.  

Farenthold’s administrative assistant, Madeline Olds, did much of the digging.30   

All questionable items in the appropriations bill were given to various legislators 

to bring up and to suggest amendments during the debate.  This included such items as 
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$1 million for the Lyndon B. Johnson State Park, even though it had already been fully 

developed and the park had only asked for $100,000.  Also listed was a $5 million 

veterinary school when there was no student demand and the state Coordinating Board 

had not requested it.  Meanwhile, welfare was cut to insupportable levels.  Some of the 

more ridiculous appropriations included a $220,000 moss cutter for a portion of Caddo 

Lake and only $59,000 for the state’s Mass Transportation Commission.  The Dirty 

Thirty kept the debate running for twelve hours, long into the night.  The final count 

came to sixty-nine amendments proposed by the Dirty Thirty.  Less than twelve were 

actually adopted during the debate.  While they did not stop the appropriations bill from 

passing, they did cause other legislators to rethink their commitment to the political 

heavyweights.31 

Out of all this corruption, the need for a solid and updated ethics bill finally 

became apparent.   The previous weak ethics bill dated from 1957.  At first, Mutscher 

tried to pass an ethics bill that was linked to pay raises for legislators.  However, by 

February 12, 1971, more than two-thirds of the Texas House had signed Representative 

James E. Nugent’s ethics bill that prohibited legislators from introducing or voting on 

any legislation in which they had a substantial financial interest.  This bill did not require 

financial disclosure; however, twenty legislators promised financial disclosure reports by 

April 20, 1971, including Farenthold.  Later, an amendment passed 137 to 2 that would 

require this from all legislators.  Two other amendments were introduced that would 

require legislators not to be on lobbyists’ payrolls or invest in state-regulated 

businesses. Nugent’s ethics bill had other serious flaws, such as denying lawyer-
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representatives the right of practicing in state court, which would have removed all 

practicing lawyers from the legislature.  When the bill passed on May 31, 1971, it 

established a twelve-member commission with no staff or support, but it was supposed 

to investigate alleged violations.32   

One of the last attempts of the Dirty Thirty to stop bad bills from passing in a rush 

at the end of the sixty-second legislature was to get five members each to sign 102 

“knock-off” slips, which would effectively halt the bills that were scheduled to fly through 

the last week of the session.  Up to that point, the legislature only met for a few hours a 

day but were suddenly expected to spend long days pushing this pile of bills through the 

House.  Those 102 bills were all scheduled for May 30, 1971.  Though Mutscher could 

have overruled the knock-off slips with a two-thirds vote, he chose instead to try to 

make these legislators appear to be children having a temper tantrum.  Even though 

they were stopping some good bills, they were confident that stopping the bad bills was 

more important.  This rushed atmosphere was partially responsible for Sharp’s banking 

bills passing during the previous session.  This effort forced a slower consideration and 

encouraged debate on the bills.  Some of the Dirty Thirty members chose not to help in 

this venture because they had important bills they were trying to pass.  However, 

Representative Tom Moore made the case succinctly when he stated: 

This maneuver has nothing whatsoever to do with personal pique.  It has nothing 
whatsoever to do with a desire for retribution by myself or other members of the 
dirty thirty.  It has nothing whatsoever to do with what happened on the House 
redistricting bill […] It is only in the interest of protecting the people of Texas from 
bad legislation.33  
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The result was that Mutscher took out his frustration on the Dirty Thirty with a 

complex and not entirely legal redistricting bill that eliminated some of their districts and 

combined others.  In fact, more than half of the Dirty Thirty members were placed in 

districts forcing them to campaign against each other.  Those who were not pitted 

against each other found their districts redrawn to include many voters antagonistic to 

their ideas and methods.  County lines and natural and social boundaries were ignored 

in this gerrymandering, or “Mutscher-mandering,” and it was estimated that most voting 

precincts would have to be revised.  One of the legislators responsible for the 

redistricting plan admitted that he had not read the federal guidelines for redistricting.  

Farenthold was one of those who would lose her district.  This bill was debated for 

thirteen hours on the floor and the amendments suggested by the Dirty Thirty were 

routinely defeated, though by narrower margins than in any previous fight of the 

session.  An amendment to stretch Mutscher’s district to include the Sharpstown State 

Bank received thirty votes and amused laughter from the floor.  Unfortunately, the bill 

passed 89 to 52 on May 29, 1971.  Barnes had already refused to block its passage 

through the Senate, and Smith was not expected to provide a veto.  The Dirty Thirty, 

however, had anticipated something similar and were buoyed by the fact that this 

obvious and illegal manipulation of the House was viewed negatively by the public and 

by many newspapers, including the Texas Observer.  A state judge would throw out the 

redistricting bill as unconstitutional in August.  Farenthold did not run for the legislature 

again after this decision because she had already set her sights on a higher position.  

Though Mutscher would not be reelected to the legislature, he was later voted in as a 

Washington County judge and remained in that position until 1990.34   
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Soon after these events of Texas’ sixty-second legislature, Farenthold would run 

for Texas governor because she believed change was still desperately needed.  Her 

experience in the legislature and leading the Dirty Thirty was a great asset as Texas 

voters struggled between their attachment to tradition and their new desire for change 

and reform.  Her constant focus on helping the Texas people and eliminating corruption 

among government officials did not endear her to the “good ol’ boys” who controlled the 

government, but it did endear her to a populace that was tired of being taken advantage 

of by corrupt and inept politicians.   
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CHAPTER 4  

CHANGING TEXAS’ GUBERNATORIAL RACE: 1972 

 
 In 1972, Frances Farenthold ran for governor.  This statement is hardly 

revolutionary.  She was not the first woman to run for governor in Texas, and one 

woman was even elected prior to the 1970s, though this election had been won largely 

by the efforts and personalities of her husband.  Such was the case with Miriam A. “Ma” 

Ferguson in 1924, whose husband James Ferguson had served as governor of Texas 

between 1915 and 1917.  Additionally, strong, reform-minded women had run for 

governor without winning, such as Minnie Fisher Cunningham in 1944.  What makes 

Farenthold’s run for governor exceptional was that she, a liberal, elite, well-educated 

woman married to a naturalized citizen from Belgium, ran for governor in Texas entirely 

on her own merits in 1972, and forced a close run-off in the Democratic primary.  This 

was in spite of the fact that she began the race with only 3 percent name identification 

and faced intense sexism and resistance.  To place this accomplishment in perspective, 

the first woman to win a governorship on her own merits and through her own efforts 

was Ella Grasso in Connecticut in 1974, and she had previously gained visibility when 

she served in the United States Congress.  The first woman governor of Texas to win 

on her own merits did not appear until Ann Richards in 1991.1 

 Though Farenthold did not win her race for governor, Texas politics were 

influenced by her campaign and her two terms in the state legislature.  She encouraged 

women to become involved in politics and brought together the liberal voices through 
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her progressive stances on such issues as education, corruption, government 

responsibility, and the environment.  In addition, she was able to halt the Democratic 

“Establishment’s” promotion of a form of spoils system among the political elite, at least 

for a short time.  Much of her rise to prominence was due to her fight against 

government corruption when scandals shook the Texas House of Representatives, 

implicating the governor, lieutenant governor, and speaker of the house.  She ran as an 

advocate for reform, and though she did not win, she did force reform onto the agenda 

and into the public’s view, following her own words that she “would be an activist within 

the confines of the 1876 Constitution.”  The year 1972, according to reporter Dave 

Richards, was the showdown year, “the ‘student vote year,’ the McGovern year, and the 

Farenthold year.”  Farenthold became the liberal champion.2 

 As the 1960s faded away and the 1970s began, women were beginning to take 

advantage of their rights.  In 1963, Betty Friedan wrote that women were told they 

should be fulfilled as wives and mothers.  “Over and over women heard in voices of 

tradition and of Freudian sophistication that they could desire no greater destiny than to 

glory in their own femininity.”  Over the next decade, however, this began changing, 

especially in the middle classes.  The 1963 Equal Pay Act and Title VII of the 1964 Civil 

Rights Act opened the door as women were included in national legislation for the first 

time in forty years.  Grassroots activism began to develop across the country, usually 

growing from other protest movements, such as the antiwar movement against Vietnam. 

Then, in 1966, the National Organization for Women (NOW) was established to lobby 
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and litigate for women’s rights.  This was followed by other organizations, such as the 

National Domestic Workers Union in 1968, the Women’s International Terrorist 

Conspiracy from Hell (WITCH) in 1969, and the National Women’s Political Caucus 

(NWPC) in 1971.  As the Boston Globe reported in 1973, “in short, the women are 

refusing to be taken for granted any longer and are insisting that their voice be heard 

and that their gender be represented in Democratic decisions and leadership.”  This 

culminated in the 1972 passage of the Equal Rights Amendment through both houses 

of Congress.  By December 1972, twenty-two states had ratified the amendment, 

including Texas.  Beyond equal rights, however, was also the new recognition of women 

as individuals who deserved to decide their own lives.  An example of this was the 1973 

Roe v. Wade case that maintained a woman’s right to privacy and personal decisions in 

regards to abortion.  Unfortunately, these gains soon caused a conservative backlash 

that limited some of these achievements, but women had still moved forward 

regardless.3 

 After losing her seat in the Texas House of Representatives due to redistricting in 

1972, Farenthold was unsure what to do next.  She wanted to run for another elected 

office, and she debated between railroad commissioner, attorney general, senator, and 

governor, with the greatest debate taking place between governor and lieutenant 

governor.  Though many of her family and advisors pushed her to run for attorney 

general, and she seriously considered the idea, her decision was made when Ralph 
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Yarborough, a popular liberal Texas Democrat, chose to run for the Senate instead of 

the governorship.  At the same time, William P. Hobby Jr., also a Texas Democrat, 

decided to run for lieutenant-governor.  The other Dirty Thirty members would not 

consent to run in the gubernatorial race.  Without a strong reformer running for 

governor, Farenthold did not expect to be able to win a lesser race.  She struggled with 

the decision, but as Tyrus G. Fain, a consultant in Washington who had been a staffer 

on the John F. Kennedy and Yarborough campaign teams firmly stated, “if your name 

was Frank Farenthold there wouldn’t be any question of your running for governor.”  

Additionally, beyond the latent sexism of the era, it began to feel as though she were 

getting massive support from women for the first time in her political career and this idea 

was inspirational.  Her campaign would emerge as a phenomenon of local support: ill-

funded, largely spontaneous, badly organized, but energized and determined, staffed 

mostly by volunteers, a majority of whom were women.4 

 Farenthold announced her candidacy for governor on February 7, 1972 at 7:00 

a.m. She wrote her own statement, and after making the announcement was asked if, 

as a woman, she was up to the job.  She responded with “I guess all the problems 

started when we [women] learned to read and write.”  In order to take advantage of local 

media coverage, her campaign manager, Creekmore Fath, decided that Farenthold 

would make this announcement in twenty-four cities in four days, including mostly 

larger, urban cities such as Austin, Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, Waco, Amarillo, and 
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El Paso.  This meant that sixty-eight local television stations ran her announcement, 

which was very important to spread the Farenthold name among potential voters.  

Frances Farenthold’s initial miniscule name identification required that she focus her 

attention on the largest groups of people, which unfortunately meant that she was not 

able to give the same amount of attention to rural counties as that of her competitors.  

She simply could not afford to waste her efforts trying to win over the rural populations 

when her identification would be greatly increased by focusing on the cities.  The 

strategy of using local media to further her visibility, however, was inspired by and 

began with her “long-term love affair” with reporters.  Descriptions of her campaigns 

frequently include such statements as “local reporters loved Sissy, carried her bags, 

and sent sympathetic reports to their papers.”  Unfortunately, she also had to deal with 

constant comparisons to “Ma” Ferguson, so she had to fight not to be seen as “Ma” 

Farenthold.  Amusingly, at one point, a magazine article reported Dolph Briscoe as 

running against “Ma” Ferguson instead of Farenthold.5 

 Farenthold claims that her decision to run was due mainly to her disgust with the 

three major gubernatorial candidates: Governor Preston Smith, Lieutenant Governor 

Ben Barnes, and candidate Dolph Briscoe, an Uvalde rancher and banker.  As she 

frequently stated in interviews, she wanted to give voters a choice “other than between 

two contaminated candidates and a legislator from the ‘50s.”  Smith and Barnes were 

both implicated in corruption charges stemming from the Sharpstown Scandal. Smith 

directly profited from this incident and Barnes was implicated by association. Briscoe 
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managed to escape completely any connection to this case by the simple reason that 

he was not in public office at the time.  Briscoe was a rich banker who had been in the 

legislature in the 1950s but had been living on his Uvalde ranch throughout the 1960s.  

He had failed to win the 1968 gubernatorial race and was so low-key and conservative 

that he was practically invisible.  He refused televised debates, did not publish any 

material on his political stances, and relied almost exclusively on a paid media 

campaign.  It is important to note that there were three other candidates who ran a 

statewide race but none were considered a threat and did not gain a double-digit 

percentage in any county.6 

 Smith was the incumbent governor in the 1972 primary race.  Although his 

chances for reelection were irreparably damaged, he was determined to try anyway.  In 

a poll of 1,000 adults early in February 1972, 97 percent knew of Smith but 45 percent 

disliked him, which was the worst negative rating of all the candidates.  In another poll 

conducted by college students from the University of Texas, out of 2,000 people, 52 

percent associated Smith with government corruption.  Smith tried to turn this to his 

advantage by pointing to the fact that he vetoed all of Frank Sharp’s banking bills, but 

the public refused to see past the massive profit he made from Sharp, adding up to 

almost $63,000.  In a sense, Smith ran his campaign for vindication.  He wanted to 

demonstrate his honesty to Texas voters, but it proved a lost cause.  His campaign 

attempted to lean on his accomplishments of the past four years, such as the 
                                                        

6 “Announces,” Dallas Morning News, February 8, 1972 (quotation); Deaton, The Year They 
Threw the Rascals Out, 9-13; Joe Holley, “’70s Scandal Opened the Door for Briscoe,” Houston 
Chronicle, July 4, 2010; Randolph B. Campbell, Gone to Texas: A History of the Lone Star State (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 440-444; Mike Kingston, Sam Attlesey, and Mary G. Crawford, The 
Texas Almanac’s Political History of Texas (Austin: Eakin Press, 1992), 263; The three candidates who 
ran a statewide race but did not gain enough support to constitute a significant threat were Robert E. 
Looney, William H. Posey, and Gordon F. Wills, who received 0.4 percent, 0.6 percent, and 0.4 percent of 
the statewide vote, respectively. 
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establishment of three new medical schools in the state and his avoidance of new 

taxes, plus promises of no new future taxes.  He never acknowledged that the key issue 

of the campaign was reform, not taxes.  When his approach was not as effective as he 

had hoped, he concentrated on attacking his opponents, most vehemently Barnes, 

seemingly determined to bring the lieutenant governor down with him if he should lose 

his bid for a third term.7 

 The Sharpstown Scandal also affected Barnes, but no one knew how much it 

would hurt his campaign until voting day for the first primary.  He was an effective and 

powerful speaker of the Texas House for a term in 1965, and then he continued his 

political ambitions with control of the Senate in the next term before winning two terms 

as lieutenant governor from 1969 to 1972.  Barnes was considered a master politician, 

and during most of the race, it was assumed he would be the front-runner, with a 

possible run-off against Briscoe.  All of the polls conducted by various groups at the 

start of the race showed Barnes with high name identification and the highest approval 

rating, with only 22 percent of those polled associating him with corruption.  Barnes was 

confident he would receive the liberal vote, and campaigned with the promise that he 

would bring faith and confidence back into state government.  There were troubling 

hints about corruption, however, such as how he managed to have $267,000 in assets 

in 1972 from a salary of $4,800 a year and no family wealth.  He was also responsible 

for introducing and pushing a bill that attempted to raise food and gasoline taxes, which 

Farenthold alliteratively called the Barnes Bread Bill.  This bill would have 

                                                        
7 Joe Belden, “Barnes Leading Governor Field,” Dallas Morning News, March 12, 1972; “7-City 
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Threw the Rascals Out, 59-63, 100-102; Robert E. Ford, “Briscoe, ‘Sissy’ Face Runoff; Connally, Hobby 
Also to Battle,” Austin American- Statesman, May 7, 1972; Glen Castlebury, “Smith Reiterates Promise to 
Oppose any New Taxes,” Austin American-Statesman, May 3, 1972. 
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disproportionately affected the poor rather than risk hurting the business lobby with a 

corporate business tax.  Nonetheless, Barnes had an excellent working knowledge of 

Austin politics and knew how to adjust his comments to appeal to his audience.  He 

even did well with minority voters and captured the votes of many hardcore football fans 

with his own football experiences in high school and college. He also had the assistance 

of Dallas Cowboys defensive tackle Bob Lilly and fullback Walt Garrison and University 

of Texas coach Darrell Royal.  Barnes supported constitutional reform, environmental 

protection, and salary increases for teachers, while opposing busing to achieve 

integration. He received the most contributions of any candidate, but coincidentally he 

managed to file incorrectly his campaign expense reports by not listing individual 

amounts.  His support began to waver after March 15, when Gus Mutscher was found 

guilty of bribery and conspiracy and the Texas public began to show its anger.  Up until 

the elections, however, his combination of attributes seemed to place him at the front of 

the gubernatorial pack.8 

 Briscoe was the most low-key of all the candidates, seemingly content to rely on 

a well-funded media campaign rather than taking stands on the issues.  Both Barnes 

and Farenthold had problems rousing Briscoe enough to agree to a debate.  He 

vehemently avoided or ignored all calls for a confrontation.  He only agreed to a debate 

very late in the race if all the candidates would participate, but by that time Smith had 

decided to avoid debates as well.  Reporters grew steadily more frustrated with Briscoe 
                                                        

8 Sam Kinch, Jr. and Ben Proctor, Texas Under a Cloud: Story of the Texas Stock Fraud Scandal 
(Austin: Jenkins Publishing Co., 1972), 78, 80; Dolph Briscoe Likely to Meet Ben Barnes in Run Off,” 
Denton Record Chronicle, May 4, 1972; Belden, “Barnes Leading Governor Field”; “7-City Private Poll 
Puts Barnes in Lead”; Richard Morehead, “Liberal Votes May Come Hard,” Dallas Morning News, 
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as he avoided their questions and interviews and kept them out of meetings.  

Farenthold has been known to state that there were really two women running for 

governor, she and Mrs. Briscoe.  His campaign manager frequently pointed out that 

Briscoe was a shy rancher, unaccustomed and uncomfortable with talking about 

himself.  In fact, he only put out two brochures during the entire race, one on himself 

and one on his wife, neither of which dealt with any of the issues at hand.  He tried to 

create this image of a reserved cowboy, coming from an old Texas family and owning 

1,000,000 acres of land. He always wore cowboy boots, an American flag pin, and a 

conservative suit.  Granted, this approach may have won public approval in previous 

elections, when self-control and restraint were prime components of Texas masculinity, 

but it did not bode well with those of the public who were eager for change and reform in 

the early 1970s.  In fact, this approach would not be entirely successful again until 

George W. Bush ran for governor in 1994.  Briscoe was often described as “dull, 

plodding, drifting, issue-less, low-key.”  This cowboy approach, however, did gain him 

many supporters in rural Texas, and he did not have the extreme stances that would 

make many enemies.  He had enough supporters, with 65 percent name recognition in 

March and 43 percent respondents claiming that they liked him.  Many expected him to 

lead the ticket, forcing a run-off with Barnes.  It would have been interesting to see how 

this support might have changed if voters had known about his hospitalization in 

January and his fight with depression.9 
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 In contrast to her opponents, Farenthold was aimed at reform from the start.  In 

her words, she was on a mission, full of adrenaline and purpose.  After her experiences 

as director of Legal Aid in Nueces County, which exposed the limited aid available 

especially to poor minority families, and after serving in office fighting corruption in the 

Texas House, she knew that Texans were not getting the representation in government 

that they desperately needed.  She was determined to address this oversight, even if it 

meant being targeted because of her gender. News articles often mentioned her 

appearance or clothing, which was not the case for the male candidates.  When she 

made it to the run-off election, the front-page news story mentioned that she looked 

“snappy in a bright yellow suit.”  Regardless of the attention on her appearance, the 

notice of the entire nation was captured by the novelty of Farenthold as the only woman 

in Texas running in a statewide race and doing increasingly well.  Her growing 

popularity and visibility encouraged women across the state to become involved in 

politics, many for the first time.  Students, calling themselves “Sissy’s Kiddie Corps,” 

also became involved in greater numbers, largely due to the fact that the nation ratified 

Twenty-Sixth Amendment in 1971.  The amendment reduced the voting age from 

twenty-one to eighteen, thereby allowing more students to become involved in the 

political process and make a difference with their own votes.10   

Most of Farenthold’s newly inspired campaign workers were volunteers with very 

few paid positions, because what money Farenthold managed to obtain had to go to 

headquarters’ rent, phone lines, and occasional advertising.  At one point, a lobbyist 

                                                        
10 Frances Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012; Kay Crosby, “Make Way for the 

Feminine Touch,” Dallas Morning News, January 2, 1972; Glen Castlebury, “Farenthold Elated with 
Unbelievables,” Austin American-Statesman, May 7, 1972 (first quotation); Larry BeSaw, “Thousands of 
New Student Votes May Influence Election,” Austin American-Statesman, May 5, 1972. 



 82 

offered her money, though he knew that it was illegal; she “hit the ceiling” and threw him 

out of her office.  Amusingly, many of her volunteers were described as longhaired, 

barefoot hippies, which amazed the more conservative Texans and probably hurt her 

chances in the smaller, more rural regions.  She was supported by “bra-less girls, 

tennis-shoed little old ladies, young lawyers and engineers, grizzled old Mexican-

American civil rights workers, and Afro-coiffed young blacks” who frequently 

campaigned in grocery store parking lots, laundromats, shopping malls, and town 

squares. Farenthold believes that the students specifically followed her because of her 

support for the Twenty-Sixth Amendment when she ran for the legislature and her 

opposition to the restrictive legislation passed in the Texas House that was directed 

toward students.  This included House Bill (HB) 431, the Anti-Riot Bill, which said that 

any meeting of three or more students could be construed as a mob and responded to 

by police action.  Regardless of the negative reactions, more than 80 percent of the 

volunteers were women, and out of the 4,000 individual campaign contributors, more 

than 60 percent were women.  This is partially due to the fact that Farenthold required 

that at least one of the two campaign managers in each county would be a woman 

whenever possible.  Another factor that led women to support her was her inclusion of 

housewives in the campaign and her refusal to accept that they were “ignorant,” as one 

reporter at the Dallas Press Club worded it.  Farenthold took offense at this description 

and thus included housewives.11 
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 Much of Farenthold’s initial popularity during this race grew from her 

determination to investigate legislative abuses related to the Sharpstown Scandal.  Due 

to her role as the “den mother” of the Dirty Thirty, the public saw her as an answer to 

the prevailing “good ol’ boys” attitude in the capital.  She told the Texas Observer that 

she would receive “letters that were written, sometimes painfully, on paper that had 

lines on it, saying that this was a time for change in Texas.” Yet even she was not 

wholly free from the taint of the scandal because she had voted for the first of Sharp’s 

banking bills when they went through the legislature.  She openly discussed this with 

reporters, however, and claimed that she voted for the bill because she did not have 

time to read them thoroughly due to the Texas House’s habit of saving legislation for the 

end of the session and then rushing bills through.  She stated that she had asked 

advice from a state senator on the second bill and was told it was a bad bill.  She was 

also hurt by an investigation into nepotism among state legislators and senators.  It was 

custom among legislators to hire each other’s wives and children as aides, and all of 

Farenthold’s children served as aides to state senators, with their hiring approved by 

Barnes himself.  One son, Dudley, served as Sergeant at Arms for the Senate in 1969 

and worked for a senator, Joe Bernal, in 1972.  Another son, George, Jr., worked as 

Assistant Sergeant at Arms in 1971; her daughter, Emilie, worked two weeks for Bernal 

in a 1969 Special Session, and her last son, James, worked as a page in 1969 for 

Barnes.  The Travis County attorney’s office, however, claimed this practice was illegal 

under current statutes in 1972.  Overall, nonetheless, she was held up as a shining star 

of anti-corruption and more responsible government, determined to lay “special 
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emphasis [on] the stock fraud affair, House scandal, and events surrounding the coin-

operated amusement vending machine industry.”12  

 Farenthold’s stances on issues were clearly aligned with a progressive agenda.  

Many commentators believed that she would unite the liberal elements of Texas politics 

into a single coalition against “the Establishment.”  She was personally against abortion, 

but believed that each woman should have the right to choose for herself without 

interference from her doctor or anyone other than her own conscience.  She advocated 

small-arms control due to increases in criminal activity across the state.  Farenthold also 

backed reducing the penalty on marijuana possession to a misdemeanor and creating a 

strict ethics code with full disclosure of income sources for public officials. She promised 

full disclosure of her own funding as well as funding for any appointees should she 

become governor.  Though this was unorthodox in Texas, she believed it would clean 

up the corruption associated with appointees, or at least limit the number of applicants 

willing to apply.  Additionally, she supported appointing a separate group of 

representatives to rewrite the Texas constitution rather than follow Barnes’s plan to 

appoint a constitutional revision commission.  She supported a corporate profits tax; 

better pay for teachers and professors to encourage their spirit and individuality; an 

Environmental Protection Act, especially after her struggle to make Mustang Island a 

protected area; public school financing; welfare reform; an Arts and Humanities 
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program; and the Equal Rights Amendment, which was ratified by Texas in 1972.  In 

April 1972, she attacked University of Texas regents for using their influence to destroy 

a plan for the medical school to provide healthcare for the poor.  To her possible 

detriment, she again refused to promote her campaign through the use of billboards.  At 

the risk of falling even further behind the other candidates in name recognition, she 

simply refused.  Instead, students would stand along the highway holding banners.  This 

echoed her campaign for the Texas House, when volunteers strapped donated coffin 

lids to their cars painted with Farenthold slogans.13 

 Though all of Farenthold’s stances were controversial at some point, two in 

particular created a heavy backlash that hurt her campaign. Busing was a tactic 

proposed by the United States Supreme Court, in Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg 

Board of Education (1971), as a way to desegregate schools.  Busing to achieve 

integration was supposed to desegregate the school systems more effectively by 

transferring small numbers of African American students to traditionally white schools 

and vice versa.  It was hoped that this would diminish racial homogeneity found in most 

schools.  A majority of southerners were against this idea.  Farenthold, while not boldly 

asserting her support, believed that Texas should follow the ruling of the court.  She 
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stated that she believed busing should be used to achieve integration but did not 

believe that it would help achieve racial balance.14   

Her biggest problem arose from her statements regarding the Texas Rangers, 

however.  At a meeting of the American G.I. Forum, a congressionally chartered civil 

rights organization founded by Mexican American veterans, Farenthold stated that she 

would abolish the Rangers, calling them a festering sore.  Many Texans quickly wrote 

letters to the editor of their local newspaper to express their indignation.  Statements 

such as “we need a lot more rangers and a lot less politicians like Mrs. Farenthold” and 

“the only thing Mrs. Farenthold is a serious candidate for is retirement” are the most 

polite of the comments.  Farenthold quickly clarified her comment by describing how the 

Rangers were used to break up strikes and demonstrations in South Texas, especially 

with Mexican-American civil rights events.  She believed they were racist and 

antiquated and should be disarmed or disassembled in that region.  She even offered 

the suggestion that they be turned toward fighting modern organized crime instead of 

their more traditional duties of riot control and apprehending fugitives.  The damage had 

already been done though, and it is impossible to know how many voters changed their 

allegiance after this incident.15 

 Though Farenthold’s liberal opinions may have alienated many older, more 

conservative voters, she was still held in high esteem by certain portions of the 

population, including students, minorities, women, laborers, intellectuals, and reporters.  

Her popularity among women voters has already been mentioned, but labor union 
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members had been hoping that Farenthold would join the race because she had a good 

voting record regarding labor concerns when compared with the other three major 

candidates.  When, however, the time for statewide endorsements came on March third, 

she did not gain it from the AFL-CIO, receiving instead a commendation.  Though she 

would not receive state financial aid, the commendation left her welcome to request 

assistance from local unions, which she quickly did as groups such as the Coastal Bend 

Central Labor Council and the United Auto Workers Community Action Council 

endorsed her campaign.  There were rumors that the reason the statewide labor 

organization did not endorse Farenthold was that the president of the AFL-CIO, Roy 

Evans, was a friend of Barnes and had early on given Farenthold the impression that he 

was adamantly against a woman governor.  Local groups, however, rallied behind 

Farenthold’s campaign.16 

 Farenthold ran just as well with other liberal groups.  Students flocked to her 

campaign, many of them becoming active in politics for the first time.  She was the 

leading candidate in a poll of 968 students at the University of Texas at Arlington in April 

and received the endorsement of groups such as the Texas youth caucus, Countdown 

’72, and the United Students of Texas.  According to reporter Robert Leleux, Farenthold 

was and is a “near-cult symbol of the Texas that might be.”  Professors also flocked to 

Farenthold’s banner, especially after events such as the American Association of 

University Professors convention where she stated that teachers are “treated like cogs 

in a machine” and were stripped of all individuality and spirit by college presidents and 
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boards of regents.  Also endorsing her was the New Party, an ultra-liberal group formed 

in 1968 that pulled from the race its own candidate to reduce confusion for liberal 

voters.  Farenthold was the first major party candidate they endorsed.  Endorsements 

also came from groups such as the Dallas County Committee for Women in 

Government, the Dallas Progressive Voters League, one of the oldest African American 

political organizations in the state, and the Dallas Educators Political Action Committee.  

Somewhat surprisingly, she also received support from the elderly because of her plans 

to tap into the experience and wisdom of senior citizens.  All this support resulted in 

$337,793 for the first primary, $325,665 of which she spent on the campaign.  Her 

largest contribution was $1,000 from Malcolm K. Brachman of Dallas, though she 

received innumerable small amounts from students who wrote home for money, 

housewives who gave what small change they could spare, and other lower-income 

groups.  In comparison, Briscoe received $785,345 and spent $1,126,693 just on the 

first primary.17 

 It is reasonable to state that Farenthold’s biggest supporters were the reporters 

who traveled with the candidates.  In her own words she stated that “the media is the 

conduit to the public.” She believes that the first compliment towards her campaign was 

from a reporter for the Denton Record Chronicle who compared her campaign to a 

wildfire sweeping across the state.  The Texas Observer endorsed her campaign in 
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early March, and though the Corpus Christi Caller-Times was the only major daily 

newspaper to endorse her officially, the working press adored her candor.  For her, 

there was never a “no comment.”  She was “bright, straightforward, easy to be with, and 

considerate.”  The reporters were always allowed on the campaign plane, and 

Farenthold felt personally responsible for taking care of them.  Farenthold later recalled 

how she was on the ancient campaign plane and one of the reporters needed an 

ashtray.  When he asked her to get it, she did, but then realized that she was about to 

play hostess to a reporter on her own campaign trail just because it was engrained in 

her to take care of the people, specifically the men around her.  At that point, she 

returned to her seat and sat down, without bringing the reporter his ashtray.  While 

editors leaned toward Briscoe and Barnes, there were feature stories of Farenthold 

around the state that “sounded ever so slightly like a music critic trying to write an 

objective account of her daughter’s first recital.”  She was frequently described as an 

honest, courageous candidate full of maturity and integrity.  The Texas Observer 

described her as having more “guts, brains and integrity than the other three candidates 

in the gubernatorial race put together and multiplied.”  Perhaps the most militant yet 

flattering description of Farenthold was published in the Denton Record Chronicle: 

“Frances T. Farenthold, the Joan of Arc of Texas Politics, is not a stranger to the stake, 

but she usually pulls it out of the ground and places it – in her delicate way – between 

her opponents’ eyes.”18  

                                                        
18 Frances Farenthold, interview by David Todd, October 4, 1999 (quotation); Frances Farenthold 

Interview by author, June 16, 2012; “Texas Needs Farenthold,” Texas Observer, March 3, 1972, 1,9; 
Endorsement, Corpus Christi Caller-Times, February 13, 1972; Conversation with Frances Farenthold, 
June 16, 2012; Frappollo, “The Ticket That Might Have Been,” 76 (first quotation), 117; Coleman, “The 
Politics of Participation,” 44 (second quotation); “Letter to the Editor,” Denton Record Chronicle, May 30, 
1972, June 1, 1972; “Texas Needs Farenthold,” 9 (third quotation); “Farenthold: Texas’ Joan of Arc,” 
Denton Record Chronicle, April 25, 1972 (fourth quotation).  
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Though Farenthold did not gain support from all reporters, such as those with the 

conservative Longview and Amarillo newspapers, not to mention many Dallas Morning 

News editorials, her honesty was never in question.  She spoke to all the major 

newspapers and managed to work her way from the Woman’s Section, which started 

around page twenty-six of the Dallas Morning News, to the front page by the end of the 

race.  Farenthold was known for her trenchant comments, calling Smith and Barnes 

mediocre and Briscoe a bowl of pablum, in other words, a processed cereal for infants.  

She pulled no punches against her opponents, continuously attacking Barnes for his 

attempted bread and gasoline taxes and bemoaning how pathetic Briscoe was for not 

agreeing to a debate.  She frequently made use of sexist comments to belittle Briscoe’s 

manhood, including statements like “how can they believe in a man who ducks a fight?”  

Her campaign managers also used banners with statements claiming that only a woman 

could clean a “House,” referring, of course, to the Texas House of Representatives.  

Some of her flyers stated boldly, “Texas Governor’s Chair Not For Sale. Vote 

Farenthold for Governor.”  All in all, Farenthold simply captured the adoration of the 

reporters who followed her campaign.19 

 As previously mentioned, Farenthold ran her race in the urban areas following a 

grueling schedule. Her campaigning usually started before breakfast and would not end 

until long past dinner with days full of speeches, receptions, and press conferences in 

as many as four or five cities a day.  Her May 3 itinerary listed events from 8:15 a.m. to 

7:45 p.m., May 4 was scheduled from 6:30 a.m. to 11:15 p.m., and May 6 had a full 

                                                        
19 Frances Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012; Ann Atterberry, “Farenthold Calls 

Opponents ‘Mediocre, Bowl of Pablum,” Dallas Morning News, April 19, 1972; Deaton, The Year They 
Threw the Rascals Out, 116 (first quotation); Flyer, Frances Farenthold Vertical File, Woman’s Collection 
(Texas Woman’s University, Denton, Texas), hereinafter cited as Frances Farenthold Vertical File 
(second quotation). 
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schedule from 6:45 a.m. through 10:00 p.m.  In Creekmore Fath’s words, “she 

campaigned harder than any man.”  Her strategies included repeatedly pointing to her 

opponent’s shortcomings and trying to bring responsible government back to the 

people.  Her extensive position papers, however, left many people confused and rather 

bored due to their considerable detail.  Yet, her speeches often brought standing 

ovations, even if some audience members were still slightly bewildered.  Commonly 

referred to as the “Farenthold Phenomenon,” or the “People’s Phenomenon,” the 

attention and imagination of many Texans were captured by Farenthold, ranging from 

“the rich and prominent to the Chicano in a South Texas barrio who rode away from a 

Farenthold rally with a bumper sticker on his horse.”  The most difficult leg of her 

journey came when she passed through East Texas, which was strongly in support of 

Barnes.  She stated that she and her traveling group survived on beer and a giant bag 

of peanuts because no one would set up a nice dinner for them.20 

  When voting day for the Democratic primary finally arrived, many did not expect 

Farenthold to do well.  By the end of the day on Saturday, May 6, 1972, these people 

would be proven wrong and left to deal with their stunned disbelief. Briscoe quickly took 

the lead, but by 11:30 p.m. he had dropped below the requisite 50 percent as the cities 

went to Farenthold.  After the votes had all been tallied, “the woman no one had ever 

heard of had accumulated more votes than the lieutenant governor and incumbent 

governor combined.”  Though Briscoe had almost taken the race without a run-off, 

accumulating 44 percent of the votes statewide, Farenthold’s 28 percent proved to be 

                                                        
20 Itineraries, Box 2K8, Farenthold Papers; Coleman, “Politics of Participation,” 45 (first 

quotation); Deaton, The Year They Threw the Rascals Out, 92; Ann Atterberry, “Farenthold Phenomenon 
Puts Spark into Governor’s Race,” Dallas Morning News, April 23, 1972 (second quotation); Conversation 
with Frances Farenthold, June 16, 2012. 
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enough to deny him that immediate victory.  To place that in perspective, out of 

2,192,903 votes statewide, Briscoe received 963,397 and Farenthold received 612,051.  

As expected, she did better in urban areas.  For example, in Dallas County, she won 30 

percent of the vote, which was two points higher than her statewide average.  In rural 

Collin County, however, she won only 15 percent of the vote.  Barnes, who everyone 

believed would win, only received 392,356 votes statewide, and Smith, the 

contaminated governor, received a pathetic 190,709, or 18 percent and 9 percent, 

respectively.  Considering that Farenthold started the race with only 3 percent name 

recognition and was campaigning against entrenched male politicians, her 28 percent of 

the vote was energizing to her supporters and baffling to her opponents. Smith offered a 

statement of concession shortly before midnight. Smith’s defeat was the worst ever 

suffered by an incumbent governor, and he was quickly described as the “lamest duck 

in the history of the state.”  Barnes followed with his own concession soon after 

midnight.  Farenthold’s victory changed how conservative voters would view her, but 

she was still handicapped by her position as a liberal woman in a primarily conservative 

region.21 

 By Sunday morning, Farenthold was already telephoning her supporters and 

offering confident enthusiasm.  She thanked them for forging “a new coalition in this 

state […] that’s thrown all the old labels away.”  Her supporters renewed their allegiance 

to her campaign, and she hoped to gain some of Smith’s and Barnes’s supporters 

before Briscoe snatched them up.  Unfortunately, Farenthold still could not gain an 

                                                        
21 Castlebury, “Farenthold Elated with Unbelievables”; Deaton, The Year They Threw the Rascals 

Out, 108; Coleman, “Politics of Participation,” 50 (first quotation); Kingston, The Texas Almanac’s Political 
History of Texas, 260, 263; Robert E. Ford, “Angry Texans Charmed By Promises of Reform,” Austin 
American-Statesman, May 8, 1972; K.N., “And All Without Billboards,” Texas Observer, May 26, 1972, 1, 
3-4 (second quotation); “Briscoe, Farenthold Make Run Off;” Denton Record Chronicle, May 7, 1972.  
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endorsement from the AFL-CIO.  Regardless, she was confident about her chances.  

After all, she had not really expected to make a run-off in the first place.  Her view of the 

run-off was simple: “one down and that was Barnes, and one to go and that’s Briscoe.”  

Farenthold quickly renewed her challenge to Briscoe for a debate, but he continued to 

refuse, even when she openly confronted him when they attended the same event.  

Though Briscoe claimed he was refusing because he desired less divisiveness in Texas 

politics, one of his staff members, Bill Gardner, was more honest when he said, “I don’t 

see why we should [consent to a debate] … We’re some twenty four points ahead – 

why would we be wanting to get involved in something like that?”  Briscoe himself would 

never be that honest to reporters or the Texas public and instead kept repeating that he 

simply desired unity and the spirit of cooperation.  His vagueness continued to frustrate 

everyone who attempted to corner him into delivering an honest, specific answer.  

Farenthold continued her criticism of him when she stated that “obviously, his only 

concern is a self-serving desire to conduct his campaign in such a way that most voters 

are left in the dark.”22  

 Briscoe was “the Establishment’s” last hope to maintain itself, and it closed ranks 

behind him.  He was the last man in the race and he could be counted on to support big 

business and established business practices.  Harsh attacks on Farenthold began to 

appear from his camp.  One of his first true attacks against her came on May 24th, at a 

$50 per plate dinner in Houston.  He called her positions “phony, misleading, 

irresponsible, changeable and not meeting the problems.”  He attacked her water plan 

that would have provided ground water to small farmers in West Texas at a cheaper 

                                                        
22 One Down One To Go”, Lakeland Ledger, April 24, 1974 (first quotation); Deaton, The Year 

They Threw the Rascals Out, 115 (second quotation), 118; “Briscoe’s Refusal to Debate Blasted,” Austin 
American-Statesman, May 11, 1972; Newspaper Clipping, Box 2K8, Farenthold Papers. 
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price.  This water plan was an alternative to the massive environmental damage that a 

large transfer of water across the state would cause.  She believed Texas needed to 

explore a ground water management system and find new ways to provide water 

because, according to the 1968 Texas Water Plan, Texas would not have enough water 

within its borders to meet all its needs beyond 1985.  Briscoe also accused Farenthold 

of trying to raise taxes when she simply wanted to tax big business.  He manipulated 

her stances to appear untrustworthy and dangerous.  Briscoe painted her “alternately as 

a well-intentioned but misdirected bleeding-heart and a radical hate-monger.”  He used 

sexist arguments against her, calling her hysterical, soft, weak, and a reckless 

spendthrift.  His attacks were enough to alienate some voters from Farenthold’s camp, 

especially after the nuns at her children’s Catholic school sent home newsletters calling 

her a baby-killer for her pro-choice view on abortion after Briscoe twisted her stance into 

abortion as a form of birth control.  He rarely mentioned her name, simply calling her his 

opponent, but he did his best to show her as an extremist and rabble-rouser.  Up until 

the final vote, he consistently misrepresented her stances and views on some of the 

most inflammatory issues.  In return, Farenthold quit challenging him for a debate and 

began to attack his connection to the “good ol’ boys.”  She criticized his connections 

with lobbyists and his proposed state budget commission.  Yet, she could not quite 

recover from Briscoe’s dishonest attacks on her positions, and received letters from 

voters such as L.H. Raney, who asked, “who wants a warrior in the Governor’s 

office?”23 

                                                        
23 “Farenthold’s Water Plan Draws Fire from Briscoe,” Denton Record Chronicle, June 1, 1972; 

Advertisement, Frances Farenthold Vertical File; “Sissy Blasts Opponent’s Connection with Lobbies,” 
Denton Record Chronicle, June 1, 1972; “Politics of Participation,” 51 (first quotation), 52 (second 
quotation); Frances Farenthold to Vivian Patton, May 26, 1972; Frances Farenthold to Russell Bean, May 



 95 

 Approaching the run-off vote, even with Briscoe’s attacks, Farenthold did not lose 

her initial supporters.  Students, minorities, women, and local labor groups still flocked 

to her camp and put even more effort into getting her elected.  Old women donned 

“Sissy’s Kiddy Corps” t-shirts and worked during rallies; well-off women roughed the 

Texas summer to campaign in minority areas, and professors prepared flyers and 

envelopes.  In fact, her “hippie” volunteers actually agreed to start wearing shoes to 

offer a more presentable appearance in the office.  Her own children and other young 

men cut their hair and wore ties to be more presentable.  She also gained support from 

such large- and small-scale celebrities as Mary Elizabeth “Liz” Carpenter, Lady Bird 

Johnson’s press secretary; actresses Shirley MacLaine and Marlo Thomas, senator 

Fred Harris, and singer Lightnin’ Hopkins.  Old men grumbled that they had already 

voted for a woman once in the 1920s, so they supposed they could do it again.  All in 

all, Briscoe’s attacks did hurt her among some voters, but they were hardly disastrous.  

Her supporters were still confident that they could conjure a win for their candidate.24 

 The run-off vote was scheduled for Saturday, June 3, 1972.  By this time, 

Farenthold had spent $672,441 with contributions equaling $590,004, an $82,437 

difference that she struggled to pay off years later.   Briscoe had spent $1,579,407 after 

contributing $517,268 of his own personal fortune.  As the final tallies trickled in, Briscoe 

gained the lead, but only by a relatively small margin.  Out of 1,976,962 total statewide 

votes, Briscoe received 1,095,168 votes or 55 percent.  Farenthold received 884,594 

votes or 45 percent.  She again did much better in urban areas.  She won 46 percent of 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
11, 1972; L. H. Raney to Frances Farenthold, May 13, 1972, all from Box 2K8, Farenthold Papers; The 
Texas Water Plan, November 1968, Box 3G78, Farenthold Papers; Deaton, The Year They Threw the 
Rascals Out, 130-133. 

24 Coleman, “Politics of Participation,” 40, 41; Deaton, The Year They Threw the Rascals Out, 
123, 133. 
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the vote in urban Dallas County but only 33 percent in rural Collin County.  Farenthold 

had picked up most of the minority vote that had gone to Barnes in the first primary.  

She also picked up the more liberal Barnes supporters and the high-income areas but 

lost the business-oriented vote. These extra votes just were not enough, however.25   

Farenthold lost the 1972 Texas Democratic gubernatorial primary, but it did not 

mean that she accomplished nothing of importance.  She forced her opponents to 

address reform, aroused political awareness in groups that had previously been 

politically ambivalent at best, underlined the importance of responsible state 

government, and brought many women into politics for the first time.  She may not have 

won, but her race was not pointless.  Chase Untermeyer summed up the result in 1974: 

She lost, of course, but it was chiefly because the basically conservative Texas 
voter felt he could get a safer version of reform from Briscoe than from someone 
who was liberal, female, Catholic and associated with all those freaky kids, 
blacks, and Chicanos.  And many did not consider her loss of the gubernatorial 
nomination to be a defeat at all because she had helped to end the hitherto 
meteoric career of Lieutenant Governor Ben Barnes, the conservative 
establishment’s hope for the next generation of political control.26 

  
 Since the Republicans had yet to gain dominance in Texas politics in 1972, once 

Briscoe had won the Democratic primary it was a given that he would become the next 

Texas governor.  Many Texans were hopeful that he would accomplish good things in 

office because even though he was a conservative Democrat, he had previously proven 

to be progressive, pro-labor, and pro-liberal when he was in the Texas legislature in the 

1950s.  Urban voters were worried about having a rural cowboy for a governor, but they 

too were hopeful.  However, their hopes would turn to disappointment as Briscoe 

became known as the governor who refused to make a mark on the world.  In 1976, 

                                                        
25 Coleman, “Politics of Participation,” 42; Kingston, Texas Almanac, 260, 263; Dave McNeely, 

“Sissy Just Ran Short,” Dallas Morning News, June 5, 1972. 
26 Chase Untermeyer, “What Makes Sissy Run?” Texas Monthly 4 (April 1974), 18 (quotation). 
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Texas Monthly questioned why he had even wanted to be governor since he was so 

unassuming.  He signed a lot of progressive legislation but refused to join in the effort to 

have the awkward and antiquated Texas Constitution rewritten.  It is tantalizingly 

frustrating to imagine how different those next few years would have been if Farenthold 

had won.  How would Texas be different now?  On a more superficial note, would the 

Dolph Briscoe Center for American History in Austin still have been renamed for 

Briscoe?27 

 In 1972, Texas almost had a liberal women governor.  Even though Farenthold 

did not win that race, Texas politics were still changed to reflect the new ideas that she 

pushed onto the unwilling and balking political environment.  Women were becoming 

heavily involved in politics again after the lull following the passage of the Nineteenth 

Amendment in 1920; young people were awakening further from a political apathy that 

had already begun to fade in the late 1960s.  People were demanding reform, and new 

civil rights and women’s movements were spreading across the political landscape.  

Change was the new rule for Texas politics and politicians in the 1970s; and “that 

woman,” Frances “Sissy” Farenthold, was in part responsible for the new climate of 

opinion.  This shifting attitude finally culminated in the election of a relatively progressive 

woman governor nineteen years after Farenthold’s 1972 run for governor.  In 1991, 

sixty-seven years after the first Texas woman governor was elected, the second woman 

governor, Ann Richards, came into office and served for four years.  Unfortunately, 

Richards faced some of the same sex discrimination that Farenthold had experienced 

                                                        
27 Holley, “’70s Scandal Opened The Door for Briscoe.” 
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sixty years earlier.  She could never escape being seen as a woman, regardless of her 

qualifications and intellectual attributes.28 

                                                        
28 Sue Tolleson-Rinehart and Jeanie R. Stanley, Claytie and the Lady: Ann Richards, Gender, 

and Politics in Texas (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1994), 7. 
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CHAPTER 5  

OUT OF ELECTED OFFICE BUT NOT OUT OF THE FIGHT: 1972 THROUGH 2012 

 
 After Frances “Sissy” Farenthold lost her race for Texas governor, her fight to 

make Texas better for Texans did not end.  In fact, her goals slowly expanded to include 

women’s equality and human rights nationwide and finally worldwide.  Over the next 

forty years, she would never stop working toward this goal, even as personal triumphs 

and tragedies disrupted her life.  As a shocking example of this, days after losing the 

1972 gubernatorial primary, her stepson’s murdered body washed ashore at Port 

Aransas.  Randolph was about to testify against a business associate with ties to the 

mob but was wrapped in chains and dropped in the Gulf of Mexico before he could.  As 

the 1970s progressed, her children became involved with drugs and alcohol and her 

marriage began disintegrating.  By 1989, her youngest son, James, or Jimmy, had 

disappeared and was considered dead, though the other children had sworn off drugs 

by this point.  However, Farenthold persisted in her efforts to correct injustice regardless 

of the twists and turns. As she stated in 1978 at a gay rally in Houston, “no one is free 

unless we are all free.”1   

                                                        
1 Randolph, George Farenthold’s son from his first marriage, was found on the shore of Mustang 

Island on June 6, 1972.  His body had been wrapped in chains and a concrete block had been attached 
around his neck.  He had been killed because he threated to testify against individuals who had cheated 
him out of $100,000 in a fraudulent business deal.  The Texas Rangers and the FBI became involved in 
hunting for his killer and Bruce Lusk Bass III was convicted and sentenced to sixteen years in prison.  
After his release from prison, Bass was killed in Corpus Christi on June 6, 1984, exactly twelve years after 
Randolph Farenthold’s body was found.  After this, journalist Robert Draper claims that Farenthold’s 
marriage became one of mere convenience rather than love or affection.  George Farenthold never liked 
the fact that his wife was so visible in the public sphere instead of doing housewife duties, and they never 
lived in the same place, alternating between their Houston and Corpus Christi homes as well as her 
residence at Wells College.  Additionally, he was an alcoholic who would become verbally abusive, 
especially to his sons for their drug use and idle lifestyles.  By the mid-1970s, Farenthold’s children were 
part of the “young idle rich” who abused cocaine, heroin, and alcohol.  Fortunately, by the end of the 
1970s, Farenthold’s three oldest children had sworn off drugs and alcohol.  The youngest, Jimmy, 
however, continued a wild lifestyle, completely disregarding his von Willebrand’s disease.  George 
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 In line with her desire to correct injustice, soon after her campaign for governor in 

1972, Farenthold became engaged in national politics.  Gloria Steinem, president of the 

National Organization for Women (NOW) and spokesperson for the National Women’s 

Political Caucus (NWPC); Fanny Lou Hamer, a civil rights leader from Mississippi; 

David Lopez, a Houston delegate; and Allard Lowenstein, president of the anti-war 

Americans for Democratic Action and Youth Caucus, all nominated Farenthold as the 

Democratic vice presidential candidate. Farenthold had gone to the Democratic National 

Convention to support George McGovern’s presidential nomination, but three Baylor 

students began circulating a petition to make Farenthold the vice presidential candidate.  

This idea was picked up by Steinem and the others in an impulsive but ultimately well-

planned decision.  The NWPC’s initial choice was Shirley Chisholm.  She had been 

supported by Betty Friedan, author of The Feminine Mystique and founder of NOW, but 

Chisholm decided against trying for vice president; Representatives Martha Griffiths and 

Patsy Mink, two other top choices, had not filed the correct paperwork, so plans quickly 

shifted to include Farenthold. 2  

After a quick press conference in which Farenthold became known as the first 

Democratic woman to be seriously nominated for vice president, skeptical support 

began trickling in from various fronts, though Friedan was never happy that Farenthold 

received the nomination.  Friedan had put all her effort behind nominating Chisholm 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
Farenthold finally filed for divorce in 1985 and in 1989 Jimmy disappeared completely.  It is still unknown 
what happened to him, even though the family hired private detectives.  Robert Draper, “The Blood of the 
Farentholds,” Texas Monthly, April 1992, 166, 168-170; Jean Flynn, Texas Women Who Dared to Be First 
(Austin: Eakin Press, 1999), 65 (quotation); “Texas Oilman Renews Search for His Son,” Houston 
Chronicle, January 1, 1992; Dan Parker, “Farenthold Case Recalled,” Port Aransas South Jetty, 
http://www.portasouthjetty.com/news/2011-10-06/Front_Page/Farenthold_case_recalled.html (accessed 
October 15, 2012). 

2 Draper, “The Blood of the Farentholds,” 166; Elizabeth Frappollo, “The Ticket That Might Have 
Been… Vice-President Farenthold,” Ms., January 1973, 118; Judith Hennessee, Betty Friedan: Her Life 
(New York: Random House, 1999), 175. 
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even though Chisholm did not want the vice presidential nomination.  Friedan was 

unhappy that Steinem and the others chose Farenthold behind her back. Shortly before 

the floor nomination and vote, Farenthold, Steinem, Congresswoman Bella Abzug, and 

other prominent women met in the women’s restroom and formed their plan.  The 

nominating and seconding speeches proved difficult to maneuver, but finally Steinem, 

Hamer, Lopez, and Lowenstein agreed to share the importance and give four equally 

weighted speeches.  Some of the younger supporters even found and circulated posters 

from her gubernatorial campaign.  Some politicians suspected that the timing of the 

press conference was designed to draw attention away from George McGovern’s 

announcement that he would choose Thomas Eagleton as his vice-presidential 

candidate.  Unfortunately for television viewers, the CBS network substituted 

commercials for her nominating and seconding speeches, deeming them not important.  

They did not reinstate the speeches until after an angry on-camera comment by Abzug.3  

Farenthold became the first woman to be voted on in a convention as a vice 

presidential candidate in the history of American politics.  There had been two prior 

female nominations in the 1940s, but these were goodwill gestures, and were never 

voted on.  After the final tally, Farenthold received 408 delegate votes, finishing second 

behind Eagleton.  Farenthold was incredibly outspoken that Eagleton would harm the 

McGovern campaign due to his unstable psychiatric issues that he had failed to mention 

prior to his nomination.  She believed that it was a risk for a vice president with potential 

psychiatric problems to be so close to the presidency, especially in those years after 

                                                        
3 Draper, “The Blood of the Farentholds,” 166; Hennessee, Betty Friedan, 176; Sydney 

Ladensohn Stern, Gloria Steinem: Her Passions, Politics, and Mystique (New York: Birch Lane Press, 
1997), 250; Judith Anderson, “Sexual Politics: Chauvinism and Backlash?” Today’s Speech 21 (Fall 
1973), 14. 
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President John F. Kennedy’s assassination.  If McGovern was to be elected and 

anything impaired his ability to be president, Eagleton would not have been a suitable 

replacement.  When Eagleton finally decided not to run, McGovern never approached 

Farenthold to be his vice-president even though she was the runner up in the 

nominations at the convention.  The simplest explanation for this seems to be mere 

sexism; McGovern did not want to run with a woman and did not believe a woman could 

help him win the election.  McGovern ended the suspense by choosing Sargent Shriver 

as his running mate.  Farenthold continued to support McGovern anyway, which 

resulted in McGovern appointing her co-chair of Citizens for McGovern.4 

 Also in 1972, Farenthold was asked to be chairperson of the NWPC by Steinem 

and Abzug.  Her nomination was seconded by Wisconsin State Representative Midge 

Miller.  While Farenthold did not initially desire the position because it would hurt her 

future reelection chances with conservative voters, including some groups that had 

previously supported her despite her views on family and women’s roles, she finally 

agreed to run for the position.  Farenthold had also initially rejected the idea because 

she was trying to manage fund-raisers that would help pay off the debt she incurred 

during her first gubernatorial campaign.   The NWPC would help to keep her in the 

public eye, and it was a cause that she believed in and would continue to influence her 

life.  Additionally, the organizers believed that Farenthold would be an excellent leader 

for the organization as it began to need more political experience to grow its grass roots 

                                                        
4 Frances Farenthold, interview by Frank Michel, October 1, 2007, Houston Oral History Project, 

Houston Public Library; “Sissy Pulls Out of Race, Urges Support for Ticket,” Victoria Advocate, August 8, 
1972; Frappollo, “The Ticket That Might Have Been,” 74, 118-119; Flynn, Texas Women Who Dared to 
Be First, 64; “Sissy Thinks Eagleton Should Quit Race,” Victoria Advocate, July 28, 1972. 
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network.  Farenthold finally won the position, defeating Martha McKay from North 

Carolina, who was also a former Democratic National Committee member.5   

The NWPC was initially founded in 1971 by Steinem, Abzug, Chisholm, and 

Friedan and was intended to be a grass-roots organization that would bring more 

women into politics, specifically pro-choice women.  The founding conference, held on 

July 10, 1971, brought 300 women from twenty-six states to Washington D.C.  Yet, the 

Houston convention two years later, in February 1973, had difficulty even finding a 

place to hold a fundraiser.  They finally managed to organize one at the Faculty Club at 

Rice University.  Farenthold believes that some of the pushback against the NWPC was 

due to a fear of the “lavender menace,” as Friedan once labeled lesbianism.  The 

NWPC established training programs in 1972 and created the Republican Women’s 

Task Force and the Democratic Women’s Task Force.  While the Democratic branch of 

the organization has left a more lasting influence, the Republican branch did manage to 

bring more women into politics.  By 1992, the NWPC had assisted in raising the number 

of women in politics to 1,517 state legislators, 54 congresswomen, and 2 U.S. Supreme 

Court justices.  The NWPC also led to the creation of state-level organizations, such as 

the Texas Women’s Political Caucus, founded in November 1971, and boasting an 

initial membership of 200 women.6 

                                                        
5 Frances Farenthold, interview by author, Houston, TX, June 16, 2012, in author’s possession; 

“’Sissy’ Farenthold Takes Reins of Women’s Caucus,” [Spartanburg] Herald Journal, February 13, 1973; 
Barbara Dembski, “Women’s Caucus Elects Sissy Farenthold to Top Job,” Milwaukee Journal, February 
12, 1973. 

6 The Supreme Court justices were Sandra Day O’Connor and Ruth Bader Ginsburg.  Frances 
Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012; Stern, Gloria Steinem, 237; Jo Freeman, We Will Be 
Heard: Women’s Struggles for Political Power in the United States (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield 
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 Starting in 1972 after the first gubernatorial race and continuing until she left 

Texas in 1976, Farenthold taught law at Texas Southern University Law School, also 

called Thurgood Marshall School of Law.  This inadequately funded school was the 

traditional African American law school in Texas and was in deplorable condition, 

especially when compared to the nearby University of Houston.  Founded in 1925 as a 

teaching college for African Americans, it became Texas Southern in 1947 and opened 

a law school in response to Heman Sweatt’s case against The University of Texas 

School of Law in the 1940s.  While teaching at Texas Southern, Farenthold taught 

courses on state legislation, similar to what she had studied as an undergraduate.  She 

would even bring in current and former legislators to speak to her students about the 

ongoing legislative and reform processes.  This coincided with her belief that the reform 

laws moving through the legislature while she was teaching needed to be written with 

enough care to ensure that incumbents would not gain too much power, or even be able 

to be reelected too many times.7 

In 1974, Farenthold again ran for governor, announcing her candidacy on 

February 4, 1974, once more just hours before the filing deadline.  She knew that she 

would not win against the incumbent Dolph Briscoe; nonetheless, she ran because the 

1973 legislature had passed so-called reform legislation that allowed a candidate to be 

sued for campaign finance irregularities.  The only person who could sue the candidate 

under this new legislation was another candidate, which meant that the only way 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
“Texas Women’s Political Caucus,” Handbook of Texas Online, 
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/wet01 (accessed February 21, 2011.)   

7 Frances Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012; Texas Southern University, “History,” 
http://www.tsu.edu/About/History.php (accessed September 10, 2012); Thurgood Marshall School of Law, 
“About Texas Southern University and Thurgood Marshall School of Law,” 
http://www.tsulaw.edu/about_tsulaw/index.html (accessed September 10, 2012); “Sissy Farenthold 
Analyzes Politics, Women, Herself,” Milwaukee Journal, November 6, 1973. 
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Farenthold could legally question Briscoe’s improper finances was to run against him.  

She accused him of raising campaign funds before choosing a campaign manager, 

which was illegal under a new law recently signed by Briscoe.  Unfortunately, she never 

even received a court hearing on the matter, even as she challenged Briscoe to make 

his income tax statements public and sued him for $2.5 million for accepting the illegal 

campaign funds.  Another reform initiative that prompted Farenthold to run was a new 

law that extended the historical two-year gubernatorial term to four-years.  Even a 

symbolic stand against Briscoe starting a four-year term was necessary she stated as 

she routinely mentioned how inaccessible Briscoe was to legislators and the public.  As 

she told a newspaper reporter, “If I didn’t challenge the governor, no one would, and we 

would have four more years of this no-record, do-nothing caretaker government in the 

midst of the most complex national crisis of our lifetime.”8   

Unfortunately for even a symbolic stand such as hers, Farenthold did not have the 

money to make a large splash in the race.  She frequently had to use public 

transportation and often arrived late to rallies.  Additionally, much of the reformist spirit 

of the 1972 race had dwindled to apathy by 1974, and voters turned out in low numbers.  

The emotional issues from the previous race simply were no longer there, and 

Farenthold’s liberal outlook still managed to alienate many voters.  Her speeches never 

tried to hide this liberalism, and she openly stated: 

We stand for a vision of the future – a particular vision – of all our forgotten people, 
black, brown, white, young, old, working toward fulfillment of their own destinies, 

                                                        
8Frances Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012; Chase Untermeyer, “What Makes Sissy 
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“’Sissy’ Farenthold Maps Drive for Texas Post,” Bangor Daily News, March 18, 1974; “’Sissy’ Farenthold 
Making Second Try for Governorship,” Boca Raton News, March 10, 1974 (quotation). 



 106 

unencumbered by the artificial antagonisms and obstacles that have divided us in 
the past.  This is our vision, and we will not be denied.9 

 
In addition to her outspoken liberal leanings, Texas Monthly offered readers the theory 

that Watergate directed voters’ attention to the national level, thus making state-level 

corruption and intrigue too minor to help Farenthold’s campaign.  Though she began the 

race with 85 percent name identification, when the final votes were tallied, Farenthold 

received only 28 percent of the vote statewide, and Briscoe would go on to defeat the 

Republican candidate and the La Raza Unida candidate, Ramsey Muniz.  Briscoe would 

continue to reign as governor until 1979.  After this race, Farenthold concluded that 

there was not a place for her in Texas electoral politics.10 

Two years after that ill-fated second attempt at governor, Farenthold was invited to 

be the thirteenth president of Wells College in Aurora, New York, which was founded in 

1863 by businessman Henry Wells and boasted eighteen alumni chapters when 

Farenthold became president.  From March 8, 1976 until 1980, Farenthold charted a 

new path for the prestigious but diminished woman’s college that boasted a student 

population of 500 in 1977.  She was initially offered the job after she spoke at the school 

about women in politics on behalf of the NWPC in September, 1975.  Farenthold never 

went through a real interview process.  One of her former professors from Vassar asked 

her if she would be interested in the job, and then she was asked by the search 

committee to come to Washington D.C.  Apparently many people had turned down the 

                                                        
9 Frances Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012; Crawford, Women in Texas, 292; 

“Texas Democrats Vote In Briscoe,” Lodi News-Sentinel, May 3, 1974; Frances Farenthold Speech, Box 
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 107 

job because the college was in financial distress at the time.  After East Coast Ivy 

League schools opened their doors to women in the 1970s, the women’s colleges took 

a financial tumble from which they were struggling to recover.11   

One of the first things that Farenthold did upon her arrival was to remove the photos 

of previous university presidents from her office.  Due to her role as the first woman 

president of the college, she wanted to start a new precedent that did not include the 

biases of the former all-male presidents, because she did not believe any of the former 

presidents provided a good role model.  She lived in the president’s residence with two 

of her children and a vizsla, a Hungarian sporting dog, and whenever she was on 

campus she flew the Texas flag outside her Wells College office.  During her time as 

president, Farenthold balanced the college’s budget, increased enrollment, started an 

energy conservation program, and encouraged women in athletics.  When she arrived, 

the operating deficit was $500,000, but after a year of her leadership it was down to 

$200,000. By 1979, the deficit was reduced to $47,000 with a balanced budget 

expected the following year.  Farenthold also instituted the 3-2 Policy for women who 

wished to become engineers. After spending three years at Wells, these women would 

go on to spend two years at a university of their choice that had a school of engineering.  

At the end of this five-year program, these new engineers would graduate with a 

bachelor’s degree from both universities.  Interestingly, while the college staff agreed 

that Farenthold had a positive influence on Wells, they also said she was too serious, 

                                                        
11 Frances Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012; Patricia Anstett, “Farenthold First 
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Head of N.Y. College,” Houston Chronicle, August 29, 1977. 



 108 

did not smile enough, and her liberal views on such issues as abortion caused some 

concern among the more conservative alumnae.12 

On her first day as president in 1976, Farenthold received numerous congratulatory 

calls, including one that would change the college’s history.  Liz Carpenter, former press 

secretary for Lady Bird Johnson, called to congratulate Farenthold and offer a 

suggestion.  Seneca Falls was merely twenty miles from Aurora, and it was the site 

where Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton had organized the Seneca Falls 

Convention in 1848.  There they released the Declaration of Sentiments, a document 

vital to American feminist and woman suffrage history.  Carpenter suggested a 

commemoration of the Seneca Falls Convention that would include the other women’s 

colleges in New England.  This corresponded with Farenthold’s plans to publicize Wells 

and other women’s colleges with her speaking engagements in an effort to gain 

recognition of the work that women’s colleges did to promote women’s self-assurance 

and confidence.13 

Farenthold took Carpenter’s suggestion and eventually grew it into the Public 

Leadership Education Network (PLEN), which Farenthold officially founded in 1978.  

PLEN would work to introduce women students, who wanted to participate in public life, 

to curriculum or extracurricular activities that would help them towards their goals.  

Farenthold’s experience with college women wanting to enter politics but not having 
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access to the necessary resources drove her further with its creation. PLEN initially 

included only five colleges: Wells, Carlow University, Goucher College, Spelman 

College, and Stephens College.  Farenthold managed to get support from Ruth Mandel 

from the Center for American Women and Politics and from Betsey Wright from the 

National Women’s Education Fund, who had helped her create the initial proposal to the 

Carnegie Foundation which led to a $300,000 donation from the foundation.  Each 

woman’s college had an independent program and decided for itself whether to offer it 

for academic credit and whether to make the program open to the community.  PLEN 

soon included a summer public policy internship program in Washington D.C. and in 

1983 boasted its first Washington-based seminar. Though it almost disappeared in the 

depression of the 1980s, PLEN later claimed fifteen colleges, including the latest 

member, Texas Woman’s University in Denton, Texas.  The program currently offers six 

annual seminars, in addition to its internship program.14 

Four years after Farenthold began as president of Wells College, she realized it was 

time to leave and go back to Texas.  In 1979, before going to a fundraising event where 

she had to speak, she asked her assistant for the last year’s speech.  At that point, a 

light went off.  Farenthold had never before reused a speech, which marked for her the 

notion that she was burned out and needed to step down.  In October 1979, Farenthold 

announced her retirement the following May.  She claimed that she had always 

intended to give the job three years, though it became four.  She also said that once she 

returned to Texas, she intended to stay.  She had even kept up her Texas bar dues and 
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her Texas driver’s license.  She stated that she would “like to see a civilized state,” 

referring to Texas and the nation at large, and suggesting her continuing role in the 

effort.  This role included speaking to various groups across Texas, including the 

League of Women Voters of Tarrant County, to address political issues and urge 

political participation.15 

 After her adventure at Wells, Farenthold returned to Houston to open a small law 

office and become involved with the Rothko Chapel.  The Rothko Chapel is an interfaith 

structure and organization that focuses on promoting unity and human rights and 

relations.  The chapel, which houses the paintings of Russian-born artist Mark Rothko, 

is a museum and sacred site listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2001.  

The chapel, dedicated in 1971, was founded by Dominique and John de Menil, who 

commissioned Rothko to design it in 1964.  The chapel has provided many programs 

over the years relating to human rights and interfaith cooperation.  The chapel’s 

management actually hosted a fund raiser for Farenthold’s 1972 gubernatorial 

campaign.  After 1980, Farenthold participated in multiple aspects of the organization, 

including taking part in the Programming Committee as well as chairing the Building 

Committee after 1992.  There she worked on a two-to-three-year project to renovate 

and restore the chapel and its artwork to pristine condition.  This project also served to 

modernize the chapel, as its facilities had not been updated since it was built.16   

                                                        
15 Frances Farenthold Interview by author, June 16, 2012; Lasher, Texas Women, 46; “’Sissy’ 
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Besides working with Rothko Chapel, Farenthold practiced law and taught 

university courses at the University of Houston Law Center.  Though she would remain 

interested and active in politics, money concerns limited her ability to re-enter elective 

politics.  Her first gubernatorial race alone left her with an $80,000 debt.  Her law office 

was a general practice but it managed many sex discrimination cases, and her female 

students requested a related sex discrimination course.  Farenthold complied, and using 

Justice Shawn Deborah Greenberg’s textbook, taught a hugely popular course that 

appealed to the new generation of female law students.  Though it was a favorite course 

among students, Farenthold still faced discrimination herself.  She was never told there 

was a faculty lounge, for example.  Beyond sex discrimination, however, Farenthold 

through her law office came into contact with many refugees from El Salvador who 

would influence her later decision to fight for international rights.17 

 The Salvadoran civil war was initially caused by economics as peasants were 

removed from their land in order for large-scale agribusinesses to grow cash crops. The 

small guerilla groups that began to grow were routinely crushed until a larger rebellion 

organization developed.  According to Anne Simpson, women were vital to this 

movement, and as such were especially targeted. The Salvadoran refugees, especially 

the women, told Farenthold horrendous stories about their experiences at home, both 

with their local government and with United States armed forces.  For example, the 

rebels used anti-aircraft missiles in response to bombing from American planes.  When 

the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front visited Austin to lobby against United 

States military support for to the Salvadoran government, Farenthold endorsed their 
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mission along with the Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador and the 

National Rainbow Coalition.   The liberation theology and ideals of freedom of the 

Salvadoran rebels, as they explained it to her, stayed with her for the next few 

decades.18  

In 1982, when a cousin employed Farenthold to take a look at international 

women-led projects that needed financial assistance, Farenthold began a ten-year 

odyssey to change how women, such as the Salvadorans, were treated world-wide.  

She travelled extensively overseas, attending United Nations events and visiting the 

Peace Village in Germany and the Peace Tent in Nairobi in 1985.  The Peace Village, 

or Friedensdorf, in Oberhausen, Germany, took in children that had been injured and 

victimized by war worldwide.  Though the initial action toward creating the village was 

inspired by the Israeli Six Day War in 1967, the first children to arrive after the 

organization’s founding in that same year were actually victims of the war in Vietnam 

who had been harmed by the United States’ use of such weapons as Agent Orange in 

the Vietnam War. In December 2000, the village hosted 200 children of all ages, and 

according to the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 1,000 children a year received care at the 

Village.19 

 In contrast, the Peace Tent in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1985 became an unofficial 

gathering site for women during a conference entitled the United Nations End of Decade 

for Women.  Over 13,000 women attended and participated in more than 1,000 
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activities.  Though there were reports of many arguments amongst the women, they still 

spoke out about their respective countries and the issues they were facing as women 

and citizens.  Farenthold recalled hearing about the “jelly babies,” or babies born that 

were hardly formed, due to bomb testing in the Bikini Islands.  Even with the American 

participants, almost half were women of color, and recognition of diversity was 

prominent.  This meeting was helped by a newfound recognition amongst most of the 

participants that “political issues are women’s issues, and that the women’s movement 

is a fundamentally political movement.”  Additionally, scholars believe that a positive 

development occurred when these women had appropriated and taken control of 

feminist and political language and showed themselves to be active participants in their 

societies rather than just passive victims.  These events, plus other United Nations 

events over the years, stayed with Farenthold and influenced her work in society.20 

 Farenthold remained an activist over the years.  In 1973, she made a statement 

to Discovery ’73, a Lutheran youth group, that America’s foreign policy was no better 

than any other country’s policy, despite moral claims.  She believed then and later that 

the American military was out of control, and American society was riddled with racism 

and sexism regardless of the government’s high claims.  Then in 1977, Farenthold 

attacked President Jimmy Carter’s anti-abortion stance, most notably referring 

“derisively to Carter’s ‘ringing pietistic’ statement that ‘many things in life are unfair’ in 

explaining his opposition to federal funding for abortion.”  This comment was in regard 
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to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decisions against abortion funding. Nine years later, in 

1986, Farenthold addressed a group at a Texas Human Rights Foundation dinner, 

stating that gay rights were important and that “from whatever perspective you look, the 

problem is not a gay and lesbian problem, but a straight problem.  Whether it is the 

moralizing, the stereotyping, the scapegoating, or the violence.” Prior to that, in 1982, 

she spoke on her concern over the nuclear arms race, calling it a “people vs. insanity” 

situation and stating that though the issue had stopped being discussed frequently, it 

has never really been addressed “because we keep arming ourselves and arming other 

people as well.”   This concern extended to include indignation over a proposed 

radioactive dump site in West Texas.21 

 Farenthold worked against the death penalty for many years, including attending 

rallies and marches, such as a rally for convicted murderer Robert West in 1991.  At this 

rally, Farenthold stated that the United States was the only North American Treaty 

Organization (NATO) country that executed its own citizens.  She also was involved in 

pushing for David Lee Powell’s death sentence to be reversed in the 1990s, though he 

was convicted of capital murder for killing an Austin police officer in 1978.  Farenthold 

was baffled when the Fifth Circuit Court ruled that temperatures in a prison reaching 

120 degrees qualified as cruel and unusual punishment, but the death penalty did not.  

In 2012, The Texas Civil Rights Project sued the Texas Department of Criminal Justice 

for not providing air conditioned relief areas for prisoners during heat waves, yet 
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Governor Rick Perry’s 2011 record of overseeing 234 executions while in office was met 

with applause.  Farenthold viewed her first execution in 2010 and realized that the 

methodical and pseudo-medical appearance of lethal injection dissolved the 

hideousness for onlookers, but she believed that it is harder on those being executed.  

She stated that it is a slower death than a firing squad, and since it is premeditated, she 

considered it murder.  This horror was worse when Texas would not take into account a 

prisoner’s mental capacity.  Additionally, she believed that a prisoner’s “last meal” was 

simply a public relations myth.  Farenthold was harsh in condemning the practice of 

execution.  She stated that Texas led the country in incarcerations, but these people 

were mainly too poor to mount an adequate defense.  As she stated, people from Wall 

Street are not prosecuted.  Farenthold also vehemently opposed torture, especially as 

an interrogatory method.22 

 In addition to her activism against the death penalty, Farenthold served on two 

boards in Washington D.C., including the Institute for Policy Studies and the Center for 

Constitutional Rights.  The Institute for Policy Studies is a think tank begun by Richard 

Barnet and Marcus Raskin, two men from Kennedy’s administration.  Barnet was a 

scholar and lawyer who served as an aide to John J. McCloy in the State Department 

from 1961 to 1963.  Raskin served as an assistant to National Security Advisor 

McGeorge Bundy from 1961 to 1963.  The Institute for Policy Studies takes no 

government or corporate money to maintain itself and works to promote peace and 
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justice, especially working “with social movements to promote true democracy and 

challenge concentrated wealth, corporate influence, and military power.”  The Center for 

Constitutional Rights was founded in 1966 by attorneys associated with the civil rights 

movement and devotes itself to promoting the rights guaranteed to all people in the 

United State Constitution and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.23 

In 1992, the Committee to Draft Farenthold for U.S. Senate nominated her to 

Governor Ann Richards to be appointed as the replacement for senator Lloyd Bentsen, 

who was resigning in order to be Treasury Secretary under the Bill Clinton 

administration.  Farenthold was not chosen to fill the seat.  There was some speculation 

that this was because Farenthold had endorsed Attorney General Jim Mattox for the 

1990 Democratic gubernatorial primary over Richards.  Farenthold was disappointed by 

Richards during her 1990 campaign due to her distinct avoidance of important 

governmental and social problems.  In Farenthold’s words, Richards’s “campaign ‘has 

been one more of mood (rather than issues).’”  In Farenthold’s mind, if issues are not 

discussed on the campaign trail, there is no guarantee they will be addressed once the 

governor’s chair has been won.24 

 Frances Farenthold lived her life as a social and environmental activist, as well 

as a strong feminist.  She has been a role model for women and politicians across the 

country over the years, which she found to be one of the most gratifying results of her 

struggles.  Farenthold believed that her contribution to the United States’ women’s 
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movement was most evident when women approach her to tell her what a difference 

she had made in their lives.  She never stopped working for equality and justice, and 

even today frequently invites politicians to lunch and maintains her activist ideals.  In 

fact, in October 2011, Farenthold spoke at Occupy Houston after visiting Occupy Wall 

Street in New York to show her support and pride in the people who were struggling to 

bring more equality to American economics.  It is curious that Farenthold involved 

herself in so many different activist groups and stances instead of focusing on a 

narrower number, but her contributions should not be ignored because of an inability to 

limit herself.25 

 In the years since 1972, Farenthold has been nominated for vice president, 

chosen as the chairperson for the NWPC, campaigned for governor a second time, ran 

a woman’s college, and participated in a wide variety of activist causes, including 

international women’s rights and Occupy Wall Street.  Though she never again entered 

elective politics, she still participated in the political process and made her opinions 

known.  Maybe her early inoculation to Texas politics from her father left a mark too 

permanent to fade, even almost a century later.  Her distinctive past seems to have 

created a woman who just cannot let go of her concern for the underdogs of society due 

to an overwhelming sense of social responsibility and righteous indignation.  Farenthold 

will never be satisfied until the world’s ills are corrected. 
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CHAPTER 6  

CONCLUSION 

 
In a comfortable gown, nursing a cup of coffee, Frances “Sissy” Farenthold was 

still able to recite her life story with great detail.  Showing unimaginable kindness to a 

petrified graduate student, Sissy, as she always introduces herself, gladly sat down and 

spoke about her childhood, political career, and activism.  She told her stories with dry 

humor and amusing anecdotes and willingly spoke for three hours without a break. 

Afterwards, she welcomed further phone calls and questions, though she was wary of 

email.  While Farenthold is modest about her contributions to Texas politics and the 

women’s movement, she did change history by running for office and winning elections 

to the state assembly, by opposing the good ol’ boys and their corrupt ways, and by 

challenging a staid politician for the state’s highest office.  Farenthold is now living in 

Houston in a high-rise apartment with an expansive view of downtown, constantly 

lunching with politicians and showing her support for activist groups.  At eighty-six years 

old, Farenthold remains a force to be reckoned with.   

Farenthold’s contributions to the women’s movement and to women’s 

opportunities in politics were directly related to their historical influences on her life.  

Spurred on by the ideals of equality for women and minorities in politics, she served two 

terms as the lone woman in the Texas legislature, and also ran for governor twice, 

almost winning the first time.  She was the first woman to be nominated and voted on as 

a vice-presidential candidate; she became the chairwoman of the National Women’s 

Political Caucus; first woman president of Wells College in New York; and the founder 

of the Public Leadership Education Network.  She also actively worked toward welfare, 
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environmental, legislative, and social reform for most of her life.  The 1960s and 1970s 

were important eras for reform, and new social movements grew quickly.  As second-

wave feminism developed through the 1960s, growing from a developing discontent 

amongst women in the decades prior, Farenthold rose to prominence as many other 

women were beginning to look forward to careers.  Her ability in the public arena, 

however, was still uncommon enough to inspire fascination and curiosity about a 

woman who could outmaneuver the male politicians.  

During Farenthold’s life and career, many new social forces arose that influenced 

Farenthold’s thinking and later shaped her activism, including second-wave feminism.  

The women’s movement was in full swing by the mid-1970s and women began to seek 

opportunities outside the home in larger numbers, gaining better access to education 

and careers.  People like Betty Friedan and feminist writer Gloria Steinem fought 

against the image that women had to be married with children to find fulfillment and 

economic security.  By 1960, 36 percent of women worked outside the home, and by 

1969, 40 percent of the total American work force was women.  The fight for women’s 

rights was not the only event to influence Texas and America at large, however.  During 

the 1960s, civil rights became a leading issue among most minority groups, which 

influenced other activist concerns, including second wave feminism.  Interestingly, at 

least in the South in the African American civil rights movement, women were more 

politically active than men.  However, not only African American organizations but also 

Mexican American, Asian American, and Native American associations began to agitate 

for equal rights and respect.  By 1968, the antiwar movement was in full force as the 

Vietnam War escalated, public support dropped, and draft dodgers and draft card 
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burners made the headlines.  Students were a large part of this antiwar movement, and 

women became involved in all of these organizations, though seldom in positions of 

power.  During antiwar protests women could not defy the draft by burning draft cards, 

but they could go to jail, showing their defiance just the same.  Despite their activism, 

many were relegated to subservient positions within the movement.1 

Though women were less often seen or given credit as movement leaders, they 

have maintained a presence in the political scene.  Women had been involved in politics 

before they could vote or run for office and, though there have been rough moments, 

have sustained these efforts throughout the movements of the 1960s and 1970s.  After 

Farenthold’s efforts in elective office, other women also navigated, or attempted to 

navigate, the treacherous political waters.  In 1971, there were only 344 women 

legislators nationwide, 4.5 percent of the total number of legislators.  By 1981, there 

were 908 or 12.1 percent.  The share of women legislators in Texas is lower than the 

national average, but women in this state have still made progress.   From the 1920s 

through November 1992, there have been ten women in the Texas Senate and fifty-nine 

in the House.  Kay Bailey Hutchinson currently serves as United States senator, the first 

and only woman senator from Texas.2 

                                                        
1 Gail Collins, When Everything Changed: The Amazing Journey of American Women from 1960 

to the Present (New York: Back Bay Books, 2009), 63-212; Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United 
States, 1492-Present (New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2003 reprint), 454-464, 483-492; 
Susan M. Hartmann, From Margin to Mainstream: American Women and Politics Since 1960 (New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1989), 24-43; Charles Payne, “A Woman’s War: African American Women in the Civil 
Rights Movement,” in Women’s America: Refocusing the Past, eds. Linda K. Kerber and Jane Sherron 
De Hart (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004), 533.  Also, for more information on the influence of 
the New Left on second wave feminism, see Sara Evans, Personal Politics: The Roots of Women’s 
Liberation in the Civil Rights Movement and the New Left (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1979). 

2 Center for American Women and Politics, “Women in State Legislatures 2012,” 
http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/fast_facts/levels_of_office/documents/stleg.pdf (accessed September19, 
2012); Ruthe Winegarten, Governor Ann Richards & Other Texas Women: From Indians to Astronauts 
(Austin: Eakin Press, 1993), 163-164; Nancy Baker Jones and Ruthe Winegarten, Capitol Women: Texas 
Female Legislators, 1923-1999 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000), 158, 271-273. 
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Following Farenthold’s path-breaking entry into state politics in the 1970s, more 

women politicians rode into office, some on the tails of the Republican party surge.  

Hutchison, a conservative Republican, was a two-term Texas representative from 1973 

to 1976 and served as the first Republican woman in the Texas House.  Hutchison 

entered the Texas legislature the session after Farenthold was forced out.  She went on 

to become the first Texas woman to be elected to the United States Senate in 1993.  

Hutchison is recognized as holding conservative stances on economics, affirmative 

action, immigration, and gay rights, as well as having a mixed record on women’s 

reproductive rights and education.  Possibly due to her rise in the political ranks, 

Hutchison believes that women have finally earned full participation in American society, 

and attributes the United States’ leading economic power to the contributions made by 

women over the years.  During her years in the legislature, when her name was Kay 

Bailey, she received press coverage for the fact that she was not married by the time 

she was twenty-nine years old, but she was known for much more than that.  She 

contributed vital support to passage of important rape legislation in 1973, the Bailey-

Weddington bill, which provided rape victims fair treatment under the law.  Overall, 

Bailey is a relatively conservative Republican, who is against many of the liberal 

stances supported by Farenthold, yet they grew from the same era and served in the 

legislature only a year apart.3 

                                                        
3 Kay Bailey Hutchison, “About Kay,” http://hutchison.senate.gov/?p=about_senator (accessed 

September 19, 2012); Jones and Winegarten, Capitol Women, 158-160; Ann Blackman, “More Women 
Choosing Careers Instead of Marriage,” Tri City Herald, April 25, 1973; On the Issues, “On the Issues: 
Kay Bailey Hutchison,” http://www.ontheissues.org/senate/kay_bailey_hutchison.htm (accessed 
September 19, 2012); Kay Bailey Hutchison, Leading Ladies: American Trailblazers (New York: Harper 
Collins Publishers, 2007), xiiv-xv. 
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Unlike Farenthold’s liberal leanings and opinions, Hutchison is an example of the 

conservative swing in politics on the state and national level in the 1970s.  Civil rights 

legislation, such as that proposed in President Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great Society, lost 

some of the spotlight as the nation’s left-wing focus shifted from civil rights to anti-war 

protest. Soon after the Vietnam War captured the nation’s attention and the peaceful 

movements of civil rights leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. were overtaken by younger, 

more militant factions.  Second-wave feminism also began to experience a backlash 

that hurt some of the progressive gains women had made.  Traditional homemakers 

feared that their choice not to work outside the home was under attack by feminists, 

causing them to lash out at their perceived competition: the working woman.  Men also 

began to feel threatened in their positions as leaders in the home and in society.  Social 

traditionalists began to accuse feminists of promoting an immoral lifestyle, placing self-

satisfaction above their roles as wives and mothers, and never accepting their “God-

given roles.”  When women were unwilling to devote themselves to making their 

husbands happy, some men became nervous, claiming that the Bible proves they are 

always supposed to be superior to women.  Even the idea that a woman could charge 

her husband with rape was abhorrent to men such as Jerry Falwell, a southern 

evangelical pastor.4  

As abortion and the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), which Farenthold fought for 

and helped pass through the Texas House, became the headline issues between 

                                                        
4 Timothy B. Tyson, Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams & the Roots of Black Power (Chapel 

Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1999), 298; Zaragosa Vargas, Labor Rights Are Civil Rights: 
Mexican American Workers in Twentieth-Century America (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005), 
288-289; Lorena Oropeza, ¡Raza Si! ¡Guerra No! Chicano Protest and Patriotism During the Viet Nam 
War Era (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005), 5-7; Jerry Falwell, Listen America (New York: 
Bantam Books, 1980), 106-107, 110-111, 113, 130 (quotation). 
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feminists and anti-feminists after 1972, religion and the reality of economics and 

personal choice bitterly divided the women’s movement itself, as well as providing 

fodder for anti-feminists.  The New Right grew from religious political elements that drew 

much of its strength from conservative Christianity.  In a twist of logic, women played a 

large role in this backlash movement.  Phyllis Schlafly and her followers were almost 

solely responsible for killing the Equal Rights Amendment.  Schlafly herself decried 

working women and stated that a married woman should be a wife and mother, staying 

within the home to take care of her husband and children.  Hypocritically, Schlafly was 

the author of nine books, earned a law degree from Harvard, and ran for Congress 

twice.  People like Schlafly and Falwell claimed that the ERA would force women to 

register for the draft and would require all dormitories and bathrooms to become co-ed.  

In 1977, at the National Women’s Conference in Houston, Texas, conservative women 

managed to take control of many states’ delegations, including Mississippi, Oklahoma, 

and Missouri.  These women countered most progressive or liberal ideas.  This 

conservative swing in society and politics, however, did not stop women from continuing 

to enter the public arena, gaining education, careers, and political office, and it did not 

completely discourage liberal women voters and office seekers.5 

It was Farenthold who helped to open the gates to the Texas House in the same 

way that Barbara Jordan opened the Senate to both progressive and conservative 

women politicians.  Beyond Farenthold, Bailey, and Jordan, other impressive Texas 
                                                        

5 Collins, When Everything Changed, 214-215, 227-235; Susan Faludi, Backlash: The 
Undeclared War Against American Women (New York: Anchor Books, 1991), 232-256; Judith N. 
McArthur and Harold L. Smith, Texas Through Women’s Eyes: The Twentieth-Century Experience 
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 2010), 214-215, 220-224; Falwell, Listen America, 134-135; Marjorie 
Julian Spruill, “The Mississippi ‘Takeover’: Feminists, Antifeminists, and the International Women’s Year 
Conference of 1977,” in Mississippi Women: Their Histories, Their Lives – Volume 2, eds. Elizabeth Anne 
Payne, Martha H. Swain, and Marjorie Julian Spruill (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2010), 
287, 291. 
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legislators include Sarah Ragle Weddington, who served in the legislature from 1973 to 

1977 and successfully argued Roe v. Wade before the United States Supreme Court. 

Elizabeth Richards Andujar, who was the first Republican woman elected to the Texas 

Senate, took office the same year that Hutchison was elected to the House.  African 

American Democrat Wilhelmina Ruth Fitzgerald Delco, serving from 1975 to 1995, was 

the first woman appointed to be speaker pro tempore of the House.  Irma Rangel was 

the first Mexican American woman to serve in the House, elected in 1976; and Judith 

Lee Pappas Zaffirini was the first Mexican American woman elected to the Senate in 

1987. Accomplishing another astonishing feat, Senfronia Paige Thompson has been 

serving continuously in the Texas legislature since 1973.  Thompson has served twenty 

terms in the Texas House for Northeast Houston and Humble, making her the longest 

serving woman and African American.   Thompson chaired the House Judicial Affairs 

Committee for twelve years, and is currently chair of the Local and Consent Calendars 

Committee and co-chair of the Women’s Health Caucus.  Eighteen of the total eighty-six 

women in the Texas House and Senate between 1923 and 1999 were attorneys, and 

another fourteen were in business or ranching.  Twenty-nine of the eighty-six were 

married, and six of the women took over their husbands’ seats after their deaths.6 

In another major Texas milestone and in a return to Democratic leadership, Ann 

Richards won the governorship from 1990 to 1994.  She was the first woman elected to 

a statewide office since the early 1950s when she became the state treasurer in 1982.  

Richards was also the first woman elected governor since Miriam Ferguson in 1933 and 

                                                        
6 Jones and Winegarten, Capitol Women, 162, 173, 176, 182, 204, 277; “A Conversation with 

Senfronia Thompson, State Representative,” Texas Tribune, March 31, 2011, 
http://www.texastribune.org/events/2011/mar/31/a-conversation-with-senfronia-thompson-state-
representative/ (accessed September 24, 2012). 
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happened to be a relatively progressive Democrat, though Farenthold did not appreciate 

her avoidance of key issues during the race.  Farenthold believed the race was run on 

personality instead of actual problems facing the state, such as gun control and 

environmental protections.  The gubernatorial race was a rough win for Richards, who 

won it in the runoff against Clayton Williams and had to face mud-slinging references to 

the alcoholism treatment that she received in 1980.  After winning the race, however, 

Richards was credited with appointing more Mexican Americans, African Americans, 

and women to state boards and commissions than any governor preceding her.  

Interestingly, she delivered the keynote address at the 1988 Democratic National 

Convention, where she openly insulted George H.W. Bush’s elite background, with her 

famous line, “Poor George, he can’t help it.  He was born with a silver foot in his mouth.”  

Then in 1994, she lost the governor’s seat to his son, George W. Bush, a reversal for 

the Democrats that has resulted in a Republican surge in the Lone Star State since that 

time.7 

These types of politics and political maneuverings have fed Farenthold’s growing 

abhorrence with the state and the nation’s swing to the right over the past couple of 

decades.  Her opinions seem to have grown more liberal as she openly discusses 

politics and her reactions to current policy.  For example, she is disgusted by Governor 

Rick Perry and believes that President Barack Obama has not done enough to live up to 

his campaign promises.  In her mind, Obama and Bush are not very different as 

presidents, except for the fact that Bush started an unnecessary war.  They both 

                                                        
7 Winegarten, Governor Ann Richards & Other Texas Women, 142; Dave McNeely, “Farenthold 

Looks Askance at Current Gubernatorial Campaigns,” Austin American-Statesman, March 8, 1990; “Ann 
Richards Wins Bitter Texas Runoff,” Milwaukee Journal, April 11, 1990; “Former Texas Gov. Ann 
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compromised on their campaign promises and catered to the conservatively moderate 

faction of American politics.   Farenthold is against the United States providing weapons 

and troops to help oppressive governments, especially in Central America.  She 

mentioned her distain for politicians whose stated concerns for the environment are 

nullified when they have military jets perform for celebrations, which greatly contributes 

to air pollution.  Farenthold can point to stories in the newspaper that she knows will 

never lead to an outcry, even though they are horrendous.  She recounted a news story 

about drone attacks in Yemen that she believes helps the terrorists who hide there.  If a 

man is killed, it is assumed that he is a terrorist, even if he is not, allowing the United 

States military to claim a higher body count in its war against terrorism.  In her opinion, 

this turns the Yemeni people against Americans and leads to further terrorism.  

Farenthold maintains that the reason there is no outcry among the American public from 

these types of incidents is because Americans are taught that these actions are all part 

of the system to protect the United States.  The antiwar movement during the Vietnam 

War did not carry over into the new millennium.8 

Farenthold is still the activist that won two terms in the Texas House.  In 1985, 

Farenthold was jailed at the South African consulate in Houston for arguing against 

apartheid and refusing to leave when asked.  Three years later, in 1988, Farenthold 

publically articulated her beliefs about feminism and the need to defeat patriarchy.  She 

stated that her definition of feminism was  

the belief that men and women are mentally and socially equal and  
that women should be given every social freedom, advantage, and  
opportunity enjoyed by men.  […] The root of the problem lies in a  
social system in which the power of force is idealized […] in which the  
capabilities assigned to women are relegated generally to the mystical  

                                                        
8 Frances Farenthold, interview by author, Houston, TX, June 16, 2012, in author’s possession. 
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and esthetic, excluding them from the practical and political.9 
 
Perhaps relating to this belief that strength does not come from physical force and as 

previously mentioned, in 2010 she spoke out about the death row sentence in regard to 

David Lee Powell, a convicted murderer, not long before he was executed.  Powell had 

been on death row for twenty years for killing a police officer in 1978, and Farenthold 

believed in his rehabilitation and humanity so much that she was willing to be a witness 

for him during a resentencing trial.  In addition to attacking the death penalty, her strong 

belief in the power and rights of the people led her to speak at Occupy Houston in 2011 

in support of the Occupy Wall Street movement begun in New York.10   

Farenthold has lived a fascinating life, yet her role as politician and activist grew 

from the public’s demands for social change, the growth of the women’s movement, and 

a short-lived instability in conservative Texas and national politics.  Without her female 

political predecessors and the Democratic leanings of southern politics, she may not 

have been able to gain the same power and wide-spread popularity.  Born six years 

after the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment, Farenthold is indebted to history and 

to the women who came before her and agitated for change.  She is also beholden to 

her family’s wealth and connections for her extensive educational opportunities and her 

father’s liberality for providing her a career as a practicing lawyer.  While she 

approached politics and reform with an almost religious devotion, she could not, as a 
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woman, have gotten as far as she did without the help and support of many other 

women, in both leadership positions and at the grassroots level.  Farenthold rose to 

power during a time when women were gaining new rights and social acceptance on a 

massive scale, before the backlash of the 1980s threatened to undo all of their gains.  In 

a sense, she rose with the tide of feminist zeal and anger of the 1960s and 1970s.  

Farenthold never gained the governor’s seat or ran for elected office again after 1974 

because she claims the monetary cost was too high, but she has continued to fight for 

Texans’ rights, especially for women, minorities, and gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 

transsexual rights.  She also continued to push for safe environmental measures.  In 

fact, Farenthold has jumped into many different movements since the 1970s, though 

she has remained based in Houston and Corpus Christi.  The reason for this expansive 

activity is not apparent, but she continues to be active in many different movements, 

unable or unwilling to limit herself to a simple few.  This could possibly be due to an 

unrelenting drive to fix society, which has been present in her actions since her first 

political explorations.  It could also be from a desire to keep her focus on bigger issues 

rather than her own personal tragedies, such as her the deaths of her son Vincent in 

1960 and stepson Randolph in 1972 and the presumed death of her son Jimmy in 1986, 

as well as her divorce from George in 1985.  Whatever the reason, however, Farenthold 

has kept busy her entire life and shows no inclination to break from that routine. 

Overall, social change was coming with or without Farenthold in the 1960s and 

1970s; however, Farenthold was and is a striking example of what women can 

accomplish with determination and intelligence.  Her rise in political life was a model for 

women showing that they too could do something significant with their lives, whether it 
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is entering politics, going back to college, or some other fulfilling livelihood.  For Texas 

women specifically, Farenthold proves that liberality and activism exist in Texas and can 

be an important aspect in creating the future, even if that progressivism is sometimes 

hard to find. 



 130 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Primary Sources 
 
Manuscript Collections 
 
 Denton, Texas 
  Texas Woman’s University 
   Frances Farenthold Vertical File 
 
 Austin, Texas 
  Dolph Briscoe Center for American History 
   Frances Tarlton Farenthold Papers, 1913-2008 
 
 
Government Documents 
 
U.S. Census, Department of the Interior.  Washington: Government Printing Office, 
1870. 
 
U.S. Census, Department of the Interior.  Washington: Government Printing Office, 
1880. 
 
U.S. Census, Department of the Interior. Washington: Government Printing Office, 
1900. 
 
 
Interviews 
 
Farenthold, Frances.  Conversation with author.  June 16, 2012. 
 
Farenthold, Frances. Interview by author. June 16, 2012, Houston, Texas. In author’s 

possession. 
 
Farenthold, Frances.  Interview by David Todd. October 4, 1999, Houston, Texas. 

Texas Legacy Project, Conservation History Society of Texas, Austin, Texas. 
 
Farenthold, Frances.  Interview by Frank Michel. October 1, 2007, Houston, Texas.  

Houston Oral History Project, Houston Public Library, Houston, Texas. 
 
Farenthold, Frances. Interview by Jack Bass and Walter Devries. December 14, 1974. 

Southern Oral History Program Collection, University of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina. 

 
Farenthold, Frances.  Telephone conversation with author.  August 13, 2012. 
 



 131 

Autobiographies 
 
Chisholm, Shirley. Unbought and Unbossed: Expanded 40th Anniversary Edition. 

Washington D.C.: Take Root Media, 2010. 
 
Raggio, Louise Ballerstedt. Texas Tornado: The Autobiography of a Crusader for 

Women’s Rights and Family Justice. New York: Kensington Publishing Corp., 
2003. 

 
Newspapers 
 
ABC News 
Austin American-Statesman 
Bangor Daily News 
Boca Raton News 
Corpus Christi Caller Times 
Dallas Morning News 
Dallas Times Herald  
Denton Record Chronicle 
[Dubuque] Telegraph-Herald 
Fort Worth Gazette 
Houston Chronicle 
Lakeland Ledger 
Lawrence Journal-World 
Lodi News-Sentinel 
[Melbourne] Age 
Mid Cities Daily News 
Milwaukee Journal 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Port Aransas South Jetty 
[Spartanburg] Herald-Journal 
[Spokane] Spokesman Review 
Tri City Herald 
Victoria Advocate 
Washington Post 
 

 
Secondary Sources 

 
Theses and Dissertations 
 
Coleman, Suzanne. “The Politics of Participation: The Emergent Journey of Frances 

Farenthold.” M.A. Thesis, University of Texas at Arlington, 1973. 
 
Gammage, Judith. “Quest for Equality: An Historical Overview of Women’s Rights 

Activism in Texas, 1890-1975.” PhD Diss., University of North Texas, 1982. 



 132 

 
Seaholm, Megan. “Earnest Women: The White Women’s Club Movement in 

Progressive Era Texas.” PhD Diss., Rice University, 1988. 
 
 
Books and Articles 
 
“A Conversation with Senfronia Thompson, State Representative.” Texas Tribune, 

March 31, 2011. http://www.texastribune.org/events/2011/mar/31/a-conversation-
with-senfronia-thompson-state-representative/ 

 
Allsup, V. Carl. “Cisneros v. Corpus Christi ISD.” Handbook of Texas Online, 

(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/jrc02).  
 
Anderson, Judith. “Sexual Politics: Chauvinism and Backlash?” Today’s Speech 21 (Fall 

1973): 14. 
 
Baker, Paula. “The Domestication of Politics: Women and American Society, 1780 

1920.” American Historical Review 89 (June 1984): 620-647. 
 
Baxter, Sandra and Marjorie Lansing. Women and Politics: The Visible Majority. Ann 

Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1983. 
 
Branda, Eldon S.  “Stevenson, Coke Robert.”  Handbook of Texas Online, 

(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fst48). 
 
Black, Earl and Merle Black. Politics and Society in the South. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 1987. 
 
Bordin, Ruth. Women and Temperance: The Quest for Power and Liberty, 1873-1990. 

New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1990. 
 
Braden, Maria. Women Politicians and the Media. Lexington: University Press of 

Kentucky, 1996. 
 
Brandenstein, Sherilyn. “Colson, Esther Neveille Higgs.” Handbook of Texas Online, 

(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fcoag).  
 
Brauer, Carl M. “Women Activists, Southern Conservatives, and the Prohibition of Sex 

Discrimination in Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.” Journal of Southern 
History 49 (February 1983): 37-56. 

 
Bridges, Kenneth. Twilight of the Texas Democrats: the 1978 Governor’s Race. College 

Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2008. 
 
 



 133 

Cagaty, Nilufer, Caren Grown, and Aida Santiago. “The Nairobi Women’s Conference: 
Toward a Global Feminism?” Feminist Studies 12 (Summer 1986): 401-412. 

 
Calvert, Robert A. and Walter L. Buenger. Texas Through Time: Evolving 

Interpretations. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1991. 
 
Campbell, Randolph B. Gone to Texas: A History of the Lone Star State. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 
Caro, Robert A. The Years of Lyndon Johnson: Means of Ascent. New York: Alfred A. 

Knopf, 1990. 
 
Carroll, Susan J., ed. The Impact of Women on Public Office. Bloomington: Indiana 

University Press, 2001. 
 
Chappell, Marisa. The War on Welfare: Family, Poverty, and Politics in Modern 

America. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010. 
 
Collins, Gail. When Everything Changes: The Amazing Journey of American Women, 

from 1960 to the Present.  New York: Little, Brown, and Company, 2009. 
 
Cott, Nancy F. The Bonds of Womanhood: Woman’s Sphere in New England, 1790 

1835. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1975. 
 
Cottrell, Debbie Mauldin. “Texas Women’s Political Caucus.” Handbook of Texas 

Online, (http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/wet01).  
 
Cox, Patrick L. and Michael Phillips. The House Will Come to Order: How the Texas 

Speaker Became a Power in State and National Politics. Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 2010. 

 
Crawford, Ann Fears and Crystal Sasse Ragsdale. Women in Texas: Their Lives, Their 

Experiences, Their Accomplishments. Burnet, TX: Eakin Press, 1982. 
 
Crawford, Ann Fears and Jack Keever. John B. Connally: Portrait in Power. Austin: 

Jenkins Publishing Company, 1973. 
 
Cullen, David O’Donald and Kyle G. Wilkison, eds. The Texas Left: The Radical Roots 

of Lone Star Liberalism. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2010. 
 
Cunningham, Sean P. Cowboy Conservatism: Texas and the Rise of the Modern Right. 

Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2010.  
 
Dallek, Robert. Lone Star Rising: Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 1908-1960. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1991. 
 



 134 

Dallek, Robert. Lyndon B. Johnson: Portrait of a President. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2004. 

 
Deaton, Charles. The Year They Threw the Rascals Out. Austin: Shoal Creek 

Publishers, 1973. 
 
Downs, Fane and Nancy Baker Jones, eds. Women and Texas History: Selected 

Essays. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1993. 
 
Draper, Robert. “The Blood of the Farentholds.” Texas Monthly (April 1992): 138-141, 

164-171. 
 
Dunn, Si.  “Why Sissy Farenthold is Not in Political Exile.” Texas Woman (March 1979): 

38-40. 
 
Evans, Sara M.  Tidal Wave: How Women Changed America at Century’s End. New 

York: Free Press, 2003. 
 
Faludi, Susan. Backlash: The Undeclared War Against American Women. New York: 

Anchor Books, 1991. 
 
Falwell, Jerry. Listen America. New York: Bantam Books, 1980. 
 
“Farenthold Dinner a Success.” Newsletter of the Texas Human Rights Foundation 1 

(March 1986): 1. 
 
Flynn, Jean.  Texas Women Who Dared To Be First. Austin: Eakin Press, 1999. 
 
Frappollo, Elizabeth. “The Ticket that Might Have Been… Vice-President Farenthold.” 

Ms. (January 1973): 74-76, 116-120. 
 
Frederickson, Kari. The Dixiecrat Revolt and the End of the Solid South, 1932-1968. 

Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2001. 
 
Freeman, Jo. We Will Be Heard: Women’s Struggles for Political Power in the United 

States. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2008. 
 
Friedan, Betty. The Feminine Mystique. New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 2001 

reprint. 
 
Glasrud, Bruce A. and Merline Pitre, eds. Black Women in Texas History (College 

Station: Texas A&M Press, 2008. 
 
Green, George Norris. The Establishment in Texas Politics: The Primitive Years, 1938 

1957. Westport: Greenwood Press, 1979. 
 



 135 

Green, Robert. “When the Democrats Roamed…” Texas Observer (February 23, 2010),  
http://www.texasobserver.org/culture/when-the-democrats-
roamed?tmpl=component&print=1 

 
Hartmann, Susan. From Margin to Mainstream: American Women and Politics Since 

1960. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1989.  
 
Hennessee, Judith. Betty Friedan: Her Life. New York: Random House, 1999. 
 
Hutchison, Kay Bailey. Leading Ladies: American Trailblazers. New York: Harper 
 Collins Publishers, 2007. 
 
I., M. “Ethics and Other Games.” Texas Observer (April 23, 1971). 
 
I., M.  “Gus and Friends.” Texas Observer (February 12, 1971). 
 
I., M. “Liquor, Money, & Other Stuff.” Texas Observer (May 7, 1971). 
 
I., M. “Rep. Frances Farenthold: A Melancholy Rebel.” Texas Observer (April 9, 1971). 
 
I., M. “Rules Vomits It Out.” Texas Observer (April 9, 1971). 
 
I., M. “With a Bang & A Whimper.” Texas Observer (June 18, 1971). 
 
Jones, Nancy Baker and Ruth Winegarten. Capitol Women: Texas Female Legislators, 

1923-1999. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000. 
 
Katz, Harvey. Shadow on the Alamo: New Heroes Fight Old Corruption in Texas   

Politics.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1972. 
 
Key, V.O. Southern Politics in State and Nation. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1949. 
 
Kinch, Jr., Sam, and Ben Proctor. Texas Under a Cloud: Story of the Stock Fraud 

Scandal. Austin: Jenkins Publishing Co., 1972. 
 
Kingston, Mike, Sam Attlesey, and Mary G. Crawford.  The Texas Almanac’s Political 

History of Texas. Austin: Eakin Press, 1992. 
 
Kirkpatrick, Jean J. Political Women. New York: Basic Books, 1975. 
 
Klein, Ethel. Gender Politics: From Consciousness to Mass Politics. Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 1984. 
 

Lasher, Patricia, Texas Women: Interviews and Images. Austin: Shoal Creek 
Publishers, 1980. 

 



 136 

Lazarou, Kathleen Elizabeth. Concealed Under Petticoats: Married Women’s Property 
and the Law of Texas, 1840-1913. New York: Garland Publishing, 1986. 

 
 
Lea, James F., ed. Contemporary Southern Politics. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 

University Press, 1988. 
 
Lebsock, Suzanne.  Free Women of Petersburg: Status and Culture in a Southern 

Town, 1784-1860.  New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1985. 
 
Leleux, Robert. “Texas (Still) Needs Farenthold” Texas Observer (September 20, 2007), 

http://www.texasobserver.org/archives/item/15193-2593-texas-%28still%29-
needs-farenthold- 

 
Mandel, Ruth B. In the Running: The New Woman Candidate. New Haven: Ticknor and 

Fields, 1981. 
 
Mathews, Donald G. and Jane  Sherron De Hart. Sex, Gender, and the Politics of ERA: 

A State and the Nation. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992. 
 
McArthur, Judith. Creating the New Woman: The Rise of Southern Women’s 

Progressive Culture in Texas, 1893-1918. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 
1998. 

 
McArthur, Judith and Harold L. Smith. Minnie Fisher Cunningham:  A Suffragist’s Life in 

Politics. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 
McArthur, Judith and Harold L. Smith. Texas Through Women’s Eyes: The Twentieth 

Century Experience. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2010. 
 
McDonagh, Eileen. The Motherless State: Women’s Political Leadership an American 

Democracy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2009. 
 
McMillen, Sally. Seneca Falls and the Origins of the Women’s Rights Movement. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2008. 
 
Milam, Ron. Not a Gentleman’s War: An Inside View of Junior Officers in the Vietnam 

War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009. 
 
Miller, Chad and Heywood T. Sanders, eds. Urban Texas: Politics and Development. 

College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1990. 
 
Minter, William, Gail Hovey, and Charles Cobb, Jr., eds.  No Easy Victories: African 

Liberation and American Activists Over a Half-Century, 1950-2000. Trenton, N.J.: 
Africa World Press, 2007. 

 



 137 

N., K. “And All Without Billboards.” Texas Observer (May 26, 1972). 
 
N., K. “Better Late Than… Never?” Texas Observer (February 12, 1971). 
 
N., K. “Compass – An Early Casualty?” Texas Observer (February 12, 1971). 
N., K. “Gov. and Friend.” Texas Observer (February 12, 1971). 
 
“National Women’s Political Caucus.” From Suffrage to Senate: America’s Political 

Women, 2006. 
http://credoreference.com/entry/ghssapw/nationa_women_s_political_caucus.  

 
“National Women’s Political Caucus.” The Reader’s Companion to U.S. Women’s 

History, 1998. 
http://credoreference.com/entry/rcuswh/national_women_s_political_caucus.  

 
Norris, Pippa, ed. Women, Media, and Politics. New York: Oxford University Press, 

1997. 
 
Ornish, Natalie. “Tobolowsky, Hermine Dalkowitz.” Handbook of Texas Online 

(http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fto49). 
 
Oropeza, Lorena. ¡Raza Si! ¡Guerra No! Chicano Protest and Patriotism During the Viet 

Nam War Era. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005. 
 
Payne, Charles, “A Woman’s War: African American women in the Civil Rights 

Movement.” In Women’s America: Refocusing the Past, edited by Linda K. 
Kerber and Jane Sherron De Hart. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004: 
532-536. 

 
Rae, Nicol C. Southern Democrats. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994. 
 
Reston, Jr., James. The Lone Star State: The Life of John Connally. New York: Harper 

and Row, Publishers, 1989. 
 
Richards, Dave. “Texas’ Steady Hand: Dolph Briscoe, 1923-2010” Texas Observer (July 

1, 2010), http://www.texasobserver.org/cover-story/texas-steady-hand-dolph-
briscoe-1923-2010. 

 
Rogers, Mary Beth. Barbara Jordan: American Hero. New York: Bantam Books, 1998. 
 
Rosenthal, Cindy Simon. When Women Lead: Integrative Leadership in State 

Legislatures. New York: Oxford University Press, 1998. 
 
Sanbonmatsu, Kira. Democrats/Republicans and the Politics of Women’s Place. Ann 

Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 2002. 
 



 138 

 . “Political Parties and the Recruitment of Women to State 
Legislatures.” Journal of Politics 64 (August 2002): 791-809. 

 
Schuyler, Lorraine Gates. The Weight of their Votes: Southern Women and Political 

Leverage in the 1920s. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006. 
 
Seltzer, Richard A., Jody Newman, and Melissa Voorhees Leighton. Sex as a Political 

Variable: Women as Candidates and Voters in U.S. Elections. Boulder: Lynne 
Reinner, 1997. 

 
Simpson, Anne. “Women in Struggle: El Salvador.” Third World Quarterly 5 (October 

1983): 894-899. 
 
Spruill, Marjorie Julian. “The Mississippi ‘Takeover’: Feminists, Antifeminists, and the 

International Woman’s Year Conference of 1977” In Mississippi Women: Their 
Histories, Their Lives – Volume 2, eds. Elizabeth Anne Payne, Martha H. Swain, 
and Marjorie Julian Spruill.  Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2010: 287-
312. 

 
Stern, Sydney Ladensohn. Gloria Steinem: Her Passions, Politics, and Mystique. New 

York: Birch Lane Press, 1997. 
 
“Texas Needs Farenthold.” Texas Observer (March 3, 1972). 
 
Thomas, Sue. How Women Legislate. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994. 
 
Tolleson-Rinehart, Sue and Jeanie R. Stanley. Claytie and the Lady: Ann Richards, 

Gender, and Politics in Texas. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1994. 
 
Trillin, Calvin. “Calvin Trillin’s 1972 Profile of Sissy Farenthold.” Texas Tribune 

(December, 29, 2010). 
 
Turner, Elizabeth Hayes. Women and Gender in the New South, 1865-1945. Wheeling, 

IL: Harlan Davidson, Inc., 2009. 
 
Tyson, Timothy B. Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power. 

Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999. 
 
Untermeyer, Chase. “What Makes Sissy Run?” Texas Monthly (April 1974): 18-22. 
 
Urani, Josephine M. The Legal Status of Women in the United States of America: 

Report for Texas as of January1, 1964. Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of 
Labor, Women’s Bureau, 1964. 

 
Valencia, Richard. Chicano Students and the Courts: The Mexican American Legal 

Struggle for Educational Equality. New York: New York University Press, 2008. 



 139 

 
Vargas, Zaragosa. Labor Rights are Civil Rights: Mexican American Workers in 

Twentieth-Century America. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005. 
 
Wandersee, Winifred. On the Move: American Women in the 1970s. Boston: Twayne 

Publishing, 1988. 
 
Wheeler, Marjorie Spruill. New Women of the New South: The Leaders of the Woman 

Suffrage Movement in the Southern States. New York: Oxford University Press, 
1993. 

 
Williams, Martha S. and William L. Gray. “Status of Women in Texas State Government: 

Organization Variables.” Administration in Social Work 31, 2007: 5-25. 
 
Williams, Patrick G. Beyond Redemption: Texas Democrats After Reconstruction. 

College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2007. 
 
Winegarten, Ruthe. Black Texas Women: 150 Years of Trial and Triumph. Austin: 

University of Texas Press, 1995. 
 
Winegarten, Ruthe and Judith N. McArthur, eds. Citizens at Last: The Woman Suffrage 

Movement in Texas. Austin: Ellen C. Temple, 1987. 
 
Winegarten, Ruthe. Governor Ann Richards and Other Texas Women: From Indians to 

Astronauts. Austin: Eakin Press, 1993. 
 
Wolbrecht, Christina, ed. Political Women and American Democracy. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2008. 
 
“Women in State Legislatures.” Center for American Women and Politics. 

http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/fast_facts/levels_of_office/documents/stleg.pdf. 
 
Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States, 1492-Present. New York: Harper 

Perennial Modern Classics, 2003 reprint. 
 
Zinsser, Judith P. “From Mexico to Copenhagen to Nairobi: The United Nations Decade 

for Women, 1975-1985.” Journal of World History 13 (Spring 2002): 139-168. 
 

 

 Videos 

“Arrest at South Africa Consulate.” Rapoport Center for Human Rights and Justice. 
http://www.utexas.edu/law/centers/humanrights/farenthold/arrest.php.  

 
 



 140 

“Farenthold on the Importance of Nuclear Disarmament.” Rapoport Center for Human 
Rights and Justice. 
http://www.utexas.edu/law/centers/humanrights/farenthold/index.php.  

 
“Sissy Farenthold @ OccupyWallStreet Occupy Houston10/06/2011,” Uploaded 

October 6, 2011, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=briIBIm72T0.  
 
“The Execution of David Lee Powell Press Conference – Part 1 of 4.” Uploaded June 9, 

2010. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdlRgeQLPwQ.   
 
“Veteran Feminists of America 2010: Sissy Farenthold,” Uploaded September 4, 2010, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UkAOGZJIPhg&feature=email. 
 
 
Websites 
 
Center for Constitutional Rights. http://ccrjustice.org/missionhistory.  
 
The Crispin Company. http://crispinco.com/company.  
 
Dudley T. Dougherty Foundation. 

http://www.dudleytdoughertyfoundation.org/biography_dudley_t_dougherty.  
 
Friedensdorf, Peace Village International.  

https://www.friedensdorf.de/About-Us-History.html.  
 
The Hockaday School for Girls. http://www.hockaday.org/centennial. 
 
Institute for Policy Studies. http://www.ipc-dc.org/about. 
 
Kay Bailey Hutchison. http://hutchison.senate.gov/?p=about_senator.  
 
League of Women Voters. http://www.lwv.org/history.  
 
National Women’s Hall of Fame.  

www.greatwomen.org/women-of-the-hall/search-thehall.details.2.89-Jordan.  
 
On the Issues. http://www.ontheissues.org/senate/kay_bailey_hutchison.htn.  
 
The Public Leadership Education Network. http://plen.org/about-us/history/. 
 
Rapoport Center for Human Rights and Justice. 

http://www.utexas/edu/law/centers/humanrights/farenthold/searchforpeace2.php.  
 
 
 



 141 

Rothko Chapel. 
http://www.rothkochapel.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5&
Itemid=13.  

 
Texas Southern University.  http://www.tsu.edu/About/History.php.  
 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law. http://www.tsulaw.edu/about_tsulaw/index.html.  
 
Texas Woman’s University Women’s Hall of Fame.  www.twu.edu/twhf/tw-hughes.asp. 
 
Vassar College. http://admissions.vassar.edu/about_history.html. 


	CHAPTER 1  INTRODUCTION
	CHAPTER 2  THE START OF A LEGEND: 1926 THROUGH 1968
	CHAPTER 3  FIGHTING THE GOOD OL’ BOYS: 1968 THROUGH 1972
	CHAPTER 4  CHANGING TEXAS’ GUBERNATORIAL RACE: 1972
	CHAPTER 5  OUT OF ELECTED OFFICE BUT NOT OUT OF THE FIGHT: 1972 THROUGH 2012
	CHAPTER 6  CONCLUSION
	BIBLIOGRAPHY

