
07/05/05 14:07 FAX 6177221022 SWI 001 @ RECEIVED 
0 7 0 5 2 0 0 5  

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE 

STATE HOUSE BOSTON, MA 02133 

SENATOR THERESE MURRAY 
PLYMOUTH & BARNSTABLE DISTRICT 

STATE HOUSE, ROOM 21 2 
TEL. (617) 722-1481 
FAX. (617) 722-1022 

DATE: July5,2005 

TO: Base Realignment and Closure Commission 

FAX #: 703-699-2735 
9 

FROM: Massachusetts State Senator Therese Murray 

This fax consists of 5 pages, including this page. 

Attached is a letter and a resolution regarding the Pentagon's 
recommendation to close Otis Air National Guard Base. 

COMMUNInES: 
BARNSTABLE 

(PCTS 1 0-1 2) 
BOURNE 
FALMOUTH 
KINGSTON 
PEMBROKE 
PLYMOUTH 
PLYMPMN 
SANDWICH 

If there are any problems with this transmission please contact 
617-722-1481. 

DCN; 3674
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SENATOR THERESE MURRAY 
P ~ w o u m  8 BARNSTABLE DISTRICT 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

MASSACHUSETTS SENATE 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS 
STATE HOUSE BOSTON, MA 0 2 1 3 3  

STATE House, ROOM 21 2 
E L .  (617) 722-1481 
FAX. (61 7) 722- 1 022 

July 5,2005 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA, 22202 

Dear Commissioners: 

On September 1 lh 200 1, our nation went through a devastating tragedy. After that horrific 
morning, every person in the United States felt a new kind of vulnerability -- that we were no longer 
immune to terrorism. 

It was clear that we needed to change course on the defense of our nation, and we need to be up 
in the air ready in the event of another attack. 

On that tragic morning, Boston was intimately invoIved, not only because the flights originated 
at Boston's Logan International Airport, but because the 102d fighter wing out of Otis Air National 
Guard Base were the first to cover the skies in New York and Washington 

Since that day, the 102d fighter wing has flown missions, protecting the eastern seaboard fiom 
Canada to Washington against terrorist attacks -- a task for which the location of Otis Air National 
Guard Base is perfectly suited. 

Ln addition, they fly missions over the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station in Plymouth, protecting it 
from a terrorist threat and the millions of people that live in and around Plymouth. 

It is clear the moving the fighter wing fiom Otis is one of the biggest homeland security 
mistakes that can be made. 

There are other consequences of moving Otis as well, particularly economic. Even though the 
Pentagon has said that only 500 jobs will be affected, they are not taking into consideration the other 
tenants of the base -- for example, the Coast Guard uses the runways that are maintained by the Air 
Guard -- or the jobs and economies of the surrounding communities. Closing this base would have 
major repercussions to the Upper Cape's economy. 
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I ask you to reconsider the closing of Otis Air National Guard Base and the movement of the 
102d fighter wing. Keeping Otis Air National Guard Base open and the 102d fighter wing flying from 
Cape Cod is the right thing for the safety of the residents of Massachusetts and the nation. 

Attached, please find a resolution signed by over two-thirds of the Massachusetts State Senate 
reaffirming the importance of reversing the Pentagon's recommendation to close Otis Air National 
Guard Base. 

Sincerely, 

SENATOR THERESE MURRAY 
Chairwoman 
Senate Committee on Ways & Means 

Cc: Board of Selectmen, Town of Bourne 
Board of Selectmen, Town of Falmouth 
Board of Selectmen, Town of Sandwich 
Barnstable Town Council 
Bamstable County Commissioners 
Barnstable County Assembly of Delegates 
U.S. Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
U.S. Senator John F. Kerry 
U.S. Representative William D. Delahunt 
Colonel Paul G. Worcester, MAANG, Commander, 102d Fighter Wing 
Save Otis Coalition 
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NATIONU CNARD BASE AND THAT TRE BRSE REALIGNMS4T AWD ULSURS CXWfISSIW RWKWZ THB OTIS AIR NATIONAL GUAILD 
BASE FRDl ~ I D ~ T I O N  RIR CLOSOIIE; ANLY RE IT lrURTHm 

RL!SOLVXD, 'DIRT A COPY OF THESE RESOLUXONS BE POR??tWITH BY THE CLERK OF THE SGPIPLCE TO TiiE 
BASE XEALIGNHEKP AND UOSUBX COEMSSION. 

& z Y F - a  
CLERK OF THE SENATE 
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