
BRAC Commission 
Washington, D.C. 
C/O NMAC 
P.O. Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 143 04-023 1 

Dear Chaiman Principi md BRAC Commissioners: 

I am writing in reference to the Defense Department's recommendation to close the 
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base. This recommendation is obviously a mistake that was 
been based upon little insight into the units capabilities and accomplishments. 

Closure of Niagara Falls Air Base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%' 
and eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. These units served 
honorably in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. The 9 1 4 ~ ~  

. . Airlift Squadron maintained a 98% on-time flight ratio while flying 24/7 missions. The 
914'~ is also the lead night vision C-130 unit in the entire Air Force Reserves. 

Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened 
runways which have improved the operational effectiveness of both the 914" and 107". 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. The infiatructure at Niagara can 
amommodate 8 additional C- 130H aircraft without any military construction. 
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Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and rekin New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. The 
newspapers hzving been saying that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time, yet both the 914'~ and 107'~ have been a key element in military . 

recruitment. 

Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control 
constraints and has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I urge the Commission to remove Niagara Falls ARS from the Pentagon's recommended 
list of base closures. 

Sincerely, 

DCN:3645








































