
May 20,2005 

The Honorable Philip Coyle, 

I am writing to express my concern about the BRAC Commission's decision to 
close Cannon Air Force Base. I was somewhat surprised by the decision to 
close Cannon given the nature of its location, as well as its strong ties to the 
surrounding communities. 

Cannon Air Force Base is a vital component in the communities of Clovis and 
Portales, as well as the entire eastern New Mexico and west Texas region. The 
base has been strongly and 1.1niquely sl-~pported by the people of this area as we 
consider Cannon and its personnel to be a part of our community. The people of 
our communities recognize the importance of Cannon to our economy and thus 
we have a history of providing financial support. The communities have 
purchased land and air easements and have given them to the Air Force. 

While I recognize I am unschooled in many aspects of this decision-making 
process, there are other characteristics of the location of Cannon that would 
appear to make it ideal. This part of the country has arr~ple air space and ideal 
flying weather, providing the opportunity for year-round training. There are 
several other unique attributes that Cannon offers our national defense, including 
airspace for supersonic speeds, no encroachment issues, and a nearby bombing 
range. In addition, Cannon has appropriate facilities for future training missions 
for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and other military aircraft, and for joint warfare 
training and readiness. 

Finally, the economic impact of closing Cannon will be devastating. It has been 
estimated that the closing of Cannon will cost this area the loss of a higher 
percentage of jobs than in any other area in the country. There is a large military 
retiree population in eastern New Mexico and west Texas who rely on Cannon. 
The closiug of Cannon will also have a significant negative impact on the 
educational systems in the area, both K-12 and higher education. 

I am respectfully requesting that you revisit this decision and review all the 
characteristics of Cannon and the impact on the region. Please reconsider your 
decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

Respectfully Yours; 
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Linda Long 
101 1 W. 3rd Street 

Portales, NM 88 13 0 

May 20,2005 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Honorable Bilbray: 

I am 60 years old and I still get goose bumps when a group of awesome 
USAF jets thunder overhead in our clear blue New Mexico sky-and tears 
still well in my eyes at Cannon's incredible air shows as I see the strength 
and might of our forces. I also feel a huge debt of gratitude to these young 
people for doing their job-and for being a part of our community-helping 
us to .thrive and to grow. 

Do you realize the devastation you will bring to our cominunities if you 
close down cannon? 

Losing Cannon will cripple our economy. It will cost us .the loss of more 
jobs, percentage-wise-than any other area in the country This effect will 
stretch across the entire east side of New Mexico and into West Texas. 

As a teacher, I am concerned about the impact on our schools. Loss of 
enrollment will cause a reduction in funding-not only in public schools, but 
in Eastern New Mexico University and Clovis Community College. 

There are many LOGICAIL reasons to leave Cannon here: 

1. Cannon does not fii the criteria provided for base closure. 
2. When the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, 

Cannon will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during 
their training missions. 

3. Our weather is spectacular-providing great, year-round training and 
readiness. 











































Scott and Jane Christensen 
42479 HWY 70 
Portales, NM 88 1 30 

May 23,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
BllAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir: 

We are very concerned about the BRAC Commission's decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

1 am in this community today because of Cannon. My father was stationed here in 1958 when 1 was 
r years old. He left the air force to go in business. He is still here as well as me and two sisters. 

e have been in the housing business for over 20 years, one sister is a school principal and one has a 
ardware and furniture store. None of us would be here without Cannon and don't know if we can 

on is an important part of this rural area of the country, our community and my business. lt has 
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues, a bombing range close by and great weather 
nditions for year round flying. 

In addition to the values of Cannon to the nation, Cannon is supported by the community like no 
other base in the country. Cannon is part of this community's family. There are bases in cities like 

m i x ' s  Luke Air force base where the communities wani. them gone. My parents have a home 
and in the paper people are always writing letters asking for the base to be closed. Give them 

at they want they need the space for other growth and t9e buildings will be swallowed up by city 
growth. Close those bases and move the planes here but don't close bases with air space like Cannon. 

Our area will be adversely affected forever if Cannon is closed. We have little industry and slow 
growth. We are in business and realize the value of a dollar so if I felt closing Cannon would really 
help our country 1 would live with it I believe there are cities that can more easily absorb a closing 
and even welcome it. 

Please reconsider your final decision and visit this area first. You will see that the facts stated in this 
letter are true. With some reshuffling of resources our armed forces can be more efficient without 
devastating a rural community like ours. This area has too much to offer in open spaces to be written 
off as useless. 

Respectfully Yours, 

s'c&+ &-- 
Scott and Jane ~Ks tensen  
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May 20,2005 

Ms. Chris Mullins 
279 S Roosevelt Rd S 
Portales, NM 88130 

General Lloyd W. Newton, 

I wish to express my concern about the BRAC Commission's decision to close Cannon 
Air Force Base. 

The Commission needs to be aware of the unique attributes that Cannon offers to our 
national defense. There is an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues, a 
bombing range that is only seconds away, the airspace to fly at supersonic speeds, and 
ideal year-round flying weather, among many others. 

In addition to the military value to the nation, Cannon has been supported over the last 50 
years by the local communities like no other in the country. We consider Cannon a part 
of our family. 

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact on our economy. It has been 
estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, plus the ripple effect 
that we will have on our public and higher education systems. 

Please reconsider all the facts before making your final decision. 

Sincerely yours, 

Chris Mullins ' 
Concerned Citizen 































































May 27,2005 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Mr. Skinner: 

Because Cannon Air Force Base does not meet the criteria for closure, I respectfully request that 
you overturn the Department of Defense's BRAC recommendation to close it. Please consider 
the following when reviewing the recommendation: 

Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, training, and 
readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the US 
Navy. 
Cannon has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues, allowing for safer 
and more realistic pilot training. 
Cannon has ample space and ramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in 
training and emergency siluations. 
The weather in Eastern New Mexico allows for year-round training. 
The close proximity of Cannon and the bombing range allow for immediate training. 
Clovis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (including Amarillo and Lubbock) are 
home to a large military retiree population. These people rely on Cannon Air Force Base 
for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not another installation close by to 
serve our retired military. 

In addition, Clovis, Portales and the surrounding communities have supported Cannon for over 
50 years. The communities have purchased air easements and given them to the Air Force. 
They have purchased land and given it to the Air Force to allow for additional housing, 
encouraging growth. They also purchased land and gave it to the Air Force to allow for the 
installation of instrument lighting on the alternate runway. Those are just documented examples 
of our support. 

In short, our communities have always supported Cannon and what it brings to our community. 
Cannon certainly provides an economic impact on our communities; but more than that, these 
families are a part of our communities and our families now. Our large military retiree 
population, my in-laws included, is a direct result of our community embracing the military. 

Keeping Cannon open is certainly important to our community, but it is also a vital part of the 
Nation's military operation. Again, I respectfully ask you to overturn the BRAC's 
recommendation to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

605 t i r i le  Drive 'J 

Clovis, NM 88 101 





May 20,2005 

Cody Spitz 
1313 Stratford Lane 
Clovis, NM 88101 

To Brigadier General Sue E Turner 

Miss, 

I am very concerned that Cannon Air Force Base was placed on the BRAC list for 
closure. 

To my understanding, Canr~on offers various unique features to our nations' 
defense. A few features includes; a bombing ranges only minutes away, the 
ability for supersonic air space for training missions, and ideal year-round fying 
weather, among many others. 

Not only does Cannon have a unique military presence for the nation, but has for 
the last 50 years been support by the communities of Curry and Roosevelt 
counties. You can say that Car~non is part of the community family. By closing 
Cannon, we are not just loosing economic support, but our families, friends, and 
neighbors. 

I know that the road before you is a long, but please look at all of the details 
before you make your final decision. 

Respectfully, 

Cody ~p i t z '  I 

















Base originally h chose Clovis because of climate 
T he Clovis Army Air Base of 

1944 embraced a tract of approx- 
imately 2,000 acres of federally- 

owned land located on the Santa Fe 
Railroad on Highway 60, some six miles 
west of Clovis, the thud largest city in 
the state of New Mexico. 

The site was chosen because of its 
mild, dry, healthful climate and level ter- 
rain for hundreds of miles in evcry direc- 
tion. This was essential for best results in 
training crews for large planes. 

From early 1943 until May 1944 the 
base was used in training crews for B-24 
bombers. In 1944 it was converted into a 
B-29 bomber field. The B-24 crews, 
trained until May 1945, were largely 
assigned to the African and European 
theaters. 

The 6,500 B-29 crew members were 
sent to the Asiatic-Pacific theater. Many 
took part in the bombing of Okinawa, the 
Philippines, Burma, Japan, ar~d other 
Pacific points. 

The good judgment used in selecting 
the site was reflected inzhe fact that the 
health of the personnel had been far 
above the average, there have been no 
plane accidents in the area traceable to 
bad weather or rugged terrain, the weath- 

Columnist 

er has been so nearly perfect that training 
crews have been in the air 96 out of 
every 100 days. All of this contributed to 
the record of performance which the 
Clovis Base established and holds over 
all other B-29 bases. 

The government expended millions 
of dollars in making the base one of 
the most modem in the nation. In fact, 
it is a city within itself with its water 
works, sewage system, light and power 
lines, paved streets, churches, theaters, 
gymnasiums, fire department, hospital, 
shops, day rooms, and officers club. 

The field has two runways 10,000 feet 
long. There are many auxiliary strips for 
coasting to and from takeoffs and land- 
ings. The four permanently constructed 
hangars are so huge one who has not 
been inside cannot appreciate their 

dimensions. Large buses run on 20- 
minute schedules, affording cheap and 
rapid transportation to and from the city 
of Clovis. 

Static military personnel averaged 
4,500. Civilian personnel averaged 1,500. 
Crew members in training in B-29s since 
May, 1944, were 6,500. Total base per- 
sonnel average was 6,300. Highest total 
military personnel was 6,500. 

Immediately adjacent to the base and 
for the accommodation of military and 
civilian housing, the government con- 
structed a modem housing project, con- 
sisting of hundreds of bachelor and two 
and three-room apartments. The project 
has its own cafeteria and recreation 
room. 

Clovis welcomed the location of the 
base. It has been a pleasure to open our 
homes, our clubs, our schools, our 
churches, our social functions to the base 
personnel. It has also been a joy to coop- 
erate in all field programs and activities, 
and to contribute money and otherwise 
help out with all US0 and Red Cross 
activities. 

There has been no friction whatever 
between base and city. In fact, we have 
all come to feel as though we are a part 

of one great family. 
With the average payroll of $900,000 

per month, the base has paid out more 
than $10,000,000 annually at Clovis. A 
goodly portion of this huge sum has 
remained in our city, among our mer- 
chants, our cafes, our hotels, our clubs, 
churches, and various businesses. 

Clovis appreciates what this has meant 
to our city and has put forth every effort 
to serve to the best of its ability. 

This information was published in 
1944 in a small tract named 
"Interesting Facts About Clovis Army 
Air Base," compliments of the Clovis 
Rotary Club. 

(The first airfield at the site of present 
CAFB was established by Charles 
Lindbergh in 1929 for commercial tri- 
motor planes crossing the American con- 
tinent. Clovis Army Air Base was estab- 
lished June I ,  1942, qFer the U.S. got 
involved in World War II. The base was 
named Cannon Air Force Base on June 
1,1957, for the late Gen. John K.  4 

Cannon.) 

Don McAlavy Is Curry County's hlsto- 
rian. He can be contacted at: 
dmcalavy@telescopelab.com 

Deadline for subrnittlng items for this section is 1 p.m. on Wednesday. / ?  : n 





Zella Furrow 
2308 Miller 
Clovis New Mexico 88 101 

Dear Commissioner &,,%&l fi*8AuyyJ 
I have been a resident of Clovis New Mexico for forty-four years and am 

presently the owner of a restaurant that employs 36 persons. I have been friends with 
many military families during the years and have grown to love the diversity they offer 
our community. Losing Cannon will leave a gapping hole in our community. I 
understand that you have criteria to follow in making this decision and I would like to 
offer my opinions. 

Curry County, located in eastern New Mexico, has 320 days a year of good flying 
weather. Melrose bombing range is located 30 miles to the west and is quickly attained. 
There are thousands of square miles of unencumbered air space for supersonic airspace 
training. The city of Clovis has been growing to the north and east of CAFB and is no 
threat of encroachment. The F-16 air craft is an aging plane and is presently being used 
in the fighting in Iraq. CAFB is located in the central area of the United States and could 
be used to defend any of our borders in a matter of a few hours. 

The impact of closing CAFB on our community would be dramatic. Cannons' 
public affairs office has said there are more than 4,000 active-duty members and civilians 
at the base, including 270 officers and 3,20 1 enlisted airmen. It is estimated that Cannon 
is directly responsible for 20 to 26 percent of the areas' jobs. The population of Clovis is 
approximately 33,000 persons. Clovis voters have always built and maintained schools 
to serve all of our citizens including military dependants. Clovis Community College is 
where many spouses of activeduty personnel receive associates degrees in areas 
including nursing, radiology technician, and construction. Just twenty miles away is 
Eastern New Mexico University. Both of these institutions have classrooms at CAFB for 
the betterment of the military family. Wayland University of Plainview Texas also holds 
classes in the Clovis community and at CAFB. Presbyterian Hospital and local health 
related groups have invested $60,000,000.00 in recent years to ineet the n d s  of base 
personal and our local citizens. Clovis has much to offer any person living here. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to send this letter to you. Closing any 
military installation is a grave matter and has many ramifications. As you can see it 
would have serious consequences for Clovis and the entire state of New Mexico. 

Sincerely, I 

Zella Furrow 



















1903 South Avenue I 
Apartment E-3 
Portales, NM 88 130 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

The Honorable James V. Hansen: 

I don't write many letters that are very important to anyone. However when I heard about 
the BRAC Commission's decision to close Cannon Air Force Base, I knew I had some 
letter writing to do. 

Cannon Air Force Base has become an integral part of our lives here in Portales, and in 
Clovis also. I married an airman from Cannon many, many years ago. When we were 
younger, before we relocated 1.0 another State, our house and our friends' homes were 
always open to Cannon Air Fclrce personnel. Many of these young men and women were 
far from home and were homesick. Many of the homes, as well as churches and other 
organizations, were opened to these young people. That was 50 years ago. That still holds 
true today. Now more than ever Cannon and it's personnel have become an integral part 
of the communities in Southeastern New Mexico and even West Texas. 

Of course the base has helped the economy of Clovis and Portales. They buy homes here, 
they shop here, and they attend church here. You name the activity, and usually you will 
find Cannon personnel involved. These people are so active in our communities. They are 
so f i l l  of energy. They often bring new ideas to the community. They have become a part 
of us in Portales and Clovis. 'Through the years, Cannon Air Force Base has grown and 
expanded. Now pilots and their crews come here from around the United States, and even 
from overseas, to conduct trair~ing exercises so they will be prepared for battle. There is a 
lot of open space in Southeastern New Mexico, and the base here has no encroachments, 
as so many of the bases do have. It is also considerably less expensive for a Cannon 
family to live here rather than in New York or Chicago or San Francisco. Those families 
who choose to can more easily buy a home here. There are good public schools and even 
private schools that are not nearly as expensive as almost any place else in America. Not 
only does this base benefit Southeastern New Mexico, it also benefits the Cannon 
personnel. I sincerely hope you will change your mind and keep the base open here. 

















Belinda Wall 
1908 S. Roosevelt Rd. 18 
Portales, NM 881 30 

May 24,2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton., 

As one of the many concerned citizens of Portales, New Mexico I am writing in regards 
to the base closure list. 

You have certainly received many, many letters regarding keeping Cannon Air Force 
Base open. I pray that you have read them and taken to heart the sincere thoughts and 
concerns of the people of Eastern New Mexico and West Texas. 

If Cannon Air Force Base is closed, we most assuredly face a devastating affect on our 
economy and quality of life. Yes, quality of life. Citizens in this part of the world work 
hard and struggle everyday to make a life for their families. Cannon Air Force Base is a 
critical part of our economy. The closure would have a tremendous negative impact on 
education, employment (both direct and indirect), retiree health care, and small 
businesses. The severe ripple effect would affect the entire state and West Texas. 

Additionally, Eastern New Mexico has many attributes that are a benefit to Cannon Air 
Force Base. The weather here provides year-round training, the communities 
surrounding Cannon gives full support to the installation, Melrose bombing range is 
seconds away from Cannon and the local community spearheaded the effort to expand 
and convert the airspace to supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training 
Range Initiative. 

As citizens of Eastern New Mexico we can find numerous reasons to keep Cannon open. 

Won't you please consider these reasons and Keep Cannon Open? 

Most Sincerely, n 

Belinda Wall 













May 27,2005 

General James T. Hill (USA, Ret) 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hill, 

This letter is to strongly urge you to remove Cannon Air Base from the Defense 
Department's Base Closure List. 

Our hope is that you have received thousands of letters from our friends and neighbors 
urging you to overturn this decision and that you have reviewed all of the arguments as 
why Cannon should not be on the list. We add our voices to those arguments without 
reiterating them and pray that you will vote to remove Cannon from the closure list. 

Sincerely, 
, .la J - )  

J.R. & Teresa Jacobs 
2728 Harrison 
Clovis, NM 88 101 





busan L:. Larsen 

May 20,2005 

Susan E. Larsen, LPCC 
# 4 Paseo Village 
Clovis, NM 88101 

To The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, 

I have great concerns about the BRAC: Commission's decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. I am 
writing to you not just as a concerned citizen of the CAFB area, but also as the spouse of a man whose 
Air Force career spanned 23 years, the mother of an active duty U.S. Army Military Policeman, and the 
mother-in-law of an active duty member of the U.S. Air Force stationed in Okinawa. 

It is my firm belief that the Commission is not fully aware of the unique attributes that CAFB offers to 
our national defense. These attributes include an abundance of air space with no encroachment issues, a 
bombing range that is only seconds away, the airspace to fly at supersonic speeds, and a climate and 
weather condition that is ideal for year-round flying, to name only a few. 

In addition to the military value to the United States of America, Cannon has been supported over the 
past 50 years by the local communities like no other in the country. I can personally attest to this as I 
grew up in Michigan which once housed numerous military bases and now does not. I have never seen 
a co~nmunity embrace a base and its personnel like the CAFB people are welcomed here. It is true when 
the locals say that they consider Cannon Air Force Base a "part of the family." 

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact upon our economy. It has been estimated 
that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, plus the ripple effect that such a closure would 
have upon our public and higher educational systems. As both a licensed counselor and university 
professor, again I can attest to the detrimental effects of such a closure emotionally, educationally, and 
economically to the surrounding communities. 

In c!o:l;jng, I wo~~lc! ask the E R I ~ C :  C:,n-xzissicn tc reccmidcr a l l  cf &.e facts becore making ymr find 
decision. I trust that you will make the logical as well as Informed and compassionate choice by saying 
" N O  to the closure of Cannon Air Force Base. 

Sincerely yours, 

Susan E. Larsen, LPCC 
Counseling & Career Services 
ENMU Station 34 
SAS2 14 
Portales, NM 88 101 
(505) 562-22 1 1 
Susan.Larsen@enmu.edu 

















Brenda Wiggins-Gonzales 
1704 South Avenue B 
Portales, NM 88 130 

May 20,2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

General Newton, 

I would like to take a moment of your time to write and express my concern about the 
BRAC Commission's decision to close Cannon Air Force Base. 

Cannon has unique attributes that contribute to our national defense. These include an 
abundance of air space and no encroachment issues, a bombing range that is only seconds 
away, the air space to fly at supersonic speeds, and ideal year-round flying weather. Plus, 
with Cannon's ample space, they can accommodate surge force requirements in training 
and emergency situations. 

The surrounding communities support Cannon unlike any other in the country, and would 
impact on the area greatly if this base were to close. There is a huge military retiree 
population (including West Texas) who rely on Cannon for healthcare, grocery shopping 
and more. 

The closure of Cannon will have a substantial negative impact on our economy. It has 
been estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, plus the ripple 
effect that we will have on our public and higher education systems. 

I ask that you please reconsider your decision, take another look at all the facts, and 
recognize the support our communities and surrounding areas have to prevent Cannon 
Air Force Base from closing. 

Respectfully Yours, 













May 19,2005 

Adam Morrison 
121 6 Libra Dr 
Portales, IVM 88 130 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 

Several months ago I was working at Plateau, a telecommunications company in Clovis, NM. 
One day, we had a consultant from Washington, D.C. speaking to many of the employees. The 
facility we were in lies right under one of Cannon AFB's take-off and landing paths, so it didn't 
take long for a plane to go over and set the building to rumbling. The consultant looked around 
and explained to the group that the sound made him nervous because he was from Washington 
D.C. and it reminded him of September 11. Many of the group smilcd a little at his conccrn and 
one lady expressed the sentiment of the whole room. She said, -'We're not nervous. That's our 
protection." 

While you may have heard from a grouch or two that we don't need Cannon, the majority of the 
community wants the base to stay right here. There have even been rumors that Luke AFB may 
close and move its personnel to Cannon. While we are sorry for Phoenix's loss, we are very 
excited at the idea of Cannon expanding and bringing more prosperity to our area. 

I have lived in this area for my entire life and I have only once seen the community more 
concerned and united than I have for the last week. The only time that the community has united 
more was on September 12,2001. Every store in town had an American flag flying and a sign 
saying to pray for our country and her leaders. If Cannon does close, the impact to Clovis, 
Portales, and the surrounding area would be much like the recession our country went into after 
the terrorist attacks. After experiencing the new growth of the last few months, we would all hate 
to see our local economy suffer. 

I feel that closing Cannon would be a mistake. My father was in the navy and I grew up hearing 
stories of how many military bases are not appreciated by their surrounding communities. I can't 
imagine another area where the civilians are as supportive and appreciative of the military base 
as we are in eastern New Mexico. 

Please keep Cannon AFB open! 

Sincerely, 

Adam Morrison 









May 2oth 2005 

Mike W. Jump 
1222 West Date St. # C 
Portales, NM 88 130 

Brigadier General Sue turner 

I wish to communicate my thoughts about the BRAC Commission's recent decision to 

include Cannon air Force Base on it's list of recommended closures. I really do not 

believe that the commission fully realizes just how much the Air force base contributes to 

our econonly and industry here in the Clovis, Portales area. This is not the only reason I 

am asking you to reconsider your recommendation. Cannon Air Force Base and it's 

current location offer the Air Force a lot of excellent advantages. Here in this part of 

New Mexico, we have excellent flying weather and an almost unlimited amount of space 

which allows planes full maneuverability with an excellent bombing range. There is little 

public resentment towards this use of space and if anything provides an excellent 

potential to enlarge operations here at Cannon and bring other planes and services here to 

take advantage of our limited population and excellent weather. I want to let you know 

tinat tile local community is 1UO% in favor of keeping the base here and I personally urge 

the committee to reconsider it's decision and take Cannon Air force Base off the list of 

facilities designated for closure. Please think about my views on the subject before 

making your final decision. 

Respectfully Yours, 







May 19,2005 

Shannon I-Ieam 
1283 Colonial Parkway 
Clovis, NM 88101 

The I-Ionorablc James V. Hansen, 

I am very concerned about the BRAC Commission's decision to close Cannon Air Force 
Base. 

I do not believe the Commission is fully aware of the unique attributes that Cannon offers 
to our national defense. Cannon has ample spacelramp space to accommodate surge 
force requirements in training and emergency situations. The weather in eastern New 
Mexico provides year-around training. 

In addition, the entire area including Amarillo and Lubbock is home to a large military 
retiree population. These retirees rely on Cannon for healthcare, grocery shopping and 
more. There is not another installation close by to serve retired military. 

The closing of Cannon will have a severe ripple effect on the economy of the entire state 
and West Texas. It has been estimated that the closing of Cannon will cost this area the 
loss of more jobs, percentage-wise, than any other area in the country. 

Please reconsider all the facts before making your final decision. 

Respectfully Yours, 

Shannon Hearn 















May 20,2005 

Elaine King Ennis 
1012 E 31d St 
Portales, NM 88 130 

General Lloyd W. Newton, 

I am writing to express my concern with the BRAC Commission's recommendation to close Cannon Air 
Force Base. 

I have lived in Portales New Mexico for many years and Cannon has always been an inmate part of the 
area. Cannon bas always been considered a part of our community and bas played a major roll in the 
economics of the area. In Eact, it is the major employer in the Curry/Roosevelt county area and makes up 
approximately 20 percent of its woMorce. Over the last few years the area has begun to expand 
economically and amact several corporate businesses based upon the total population and income base of 
the area. If Cannon were to close, the economic impact on the area would be devastating. Both short and 
long tenn plans for the area would be nullified. The ripple effect on the communities in the area would be 
tremendous. Additionally, both the public and higher education systems in the area would suffer 
tremendous filnding losses. 

I would like to p in t  out the advantages our geographic location offers to our military system. The climate 
of the area is quite mild allowing year round training and flying, there is a large quantity of air space, a 
bombing range is within a very short distance of the base, and there is airspace for flying at supersonic 
speeds- 

Cannon Air Force Base offers important benefits to our military and to the surrounding communities. I 
respectfully request that you reconsider your recommendation and remove Cannon from the BRAC list 

Sincerely, I 

Elaine King Enni 









May 19,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA., 22202 

Dear Sirs: 

I am writing you concsrrning the closing of Cannon Air Force Base in 
Clovis, New Mexico. 
I have been told that only 1 member out of the I) member commission 
will visit Cannon in the coming months. I would like to share the fact 
with you that Cannon !supplies twenty-Five percent of the economy to 
Clovis New Mexico. That percentage is much hiigher than any other 
base closure. This figure does not reflect the devastating effect that 
the base closure will hlave on the retailers, auto dealers, real estate, 
and other business. 
If you are going to make a decision that negatively impacts a 
community in such a Large manner, all of the members of the 
commission should, personally tour the base and the surrounding 
communities. 

I am also listing belowl, other facts related to the closure of Cannon. 

Cannon does not fil: the criteria provided for base closure 

Thebasehasanabundanceofairspaceandno 
encroachment issues. This provides for safer and more 
realistic training scenarios for pilots. 

Once the New Mexico Training Range lnitiatiive is 
implemented, we will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly 
supersonic during training missions. This is a very important 
point, as it allows tlie Air Force to better train for real-life 
situations. 

The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the 
runway at Cannon. This allows pilots to get airborne, and 
immediately begin Itraining operations over Ihe bombing 

ynFnr,7F:r FY)I~;~~;J=~J iso"i - 
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May 20,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Turner, 

I am writing to lend my support of the "Operation Keep Cannon Open" as I feel it is a 
mistake to close such a valuable base. The attached sheet will explain the many facts as 
to why the residents of Curry and Roosevelt counties and many of the surrounding 
communities, not to mention many of those who live outside those counties and in West 
Texas who depend upon Cannon Air Force Base for medical, services, shopping, jobs 
,etc., feel it should not be closed. 

I have lived here now for 14 years and have seen the many positive impacts the base has 
made on our community alone. The financial impact would be devastating to the 
economy when you think of the loss of approximately $1 16 million a year payroll of 
Cannon, displacing some 8,000 employees when you include the base's workforce and 
dependents. It would cost New Mexico an estimated 4,780 direct and indirect jobs 

Last but not least is the closing of Cannon Air Force Base does not even fit in the criteria 
listed by the BRAC Commission. There is so much potential in keeping Cannon open and 
adding to it from other less vital bases. I hope you and your fellow commissioners will 
take a serious look at the advantages the federal government has in keeping Cannon open 
and make the right decision. 

I look forward to your visit to our area. 

Sincerely, n 

A. Ramon Garcia 
1 9 1 1 South Main Ave 
Portales, NM 88130 























May 20,2005 

Gaylinda Long 
P.O. Box 1272 
Portales. NM 88 130 

General Lloyd W. Newton, 

I have very deep concerns about the closure of Cannon Air Force Base in Clovis, New Mexico. 
Although I believe that the BRAC Commission has the best of intentions with their list, I do not 
believe that the Commission has :Fully considered CAFB's attributes to our nation's defense. 

Cannon is unique in the fact that 1:here is absolutely no encroachment upoil the base and its 
facilities. As a matter of fact, I believe the surrounding community has, on more than one 
occasion, purchased land and air :;pace and donated it to the government and CAFB. Also, the 
Melrose Bombing Range is but a mere seconds away. This enables our pilots to receive essential 
training without large fuel and transportation costs. Cannon also has more than enough space for 
circumstances dealing with training, expansion or emergency situations. Also, with the New 
Mexico Training Range Initiative being set into place it will allow pilots to fly supersonic, 
making for more realistic situations. 

I am also concerned with the Department of Defense's statements about the saving of money with 
these closures. Cannon Air Force Base has just in the last few years had a new fire department 
built, a new control tower and millions of dollars spent on redoing the runway. Why would all of 
these funds be exhausted, to just have the base close? This to me is a HUGE waste of our 
government's expenses. 

In addition to the small number oj'characteristics mentioned above (as there are many, many 
more) the BRAC Commission MUST remember the people of this community. This closure will 
affect Curry and Roosevelt Counties tremendously. The estimations are more than 20% of our 
workforce will be lost. That to me is unacceptable! There are two institutions of higher 
education in this area, Eastern New Mexico University and Clovis Community College would be 
impacted drastically with this closure. These, along with the effects on the businesses, public 
schools, military retirees in this area, and other nearby communities of West Texas should all be 
considered before our livelihood i s  affected. We are a community of people and should be more 
important to our government than any numbers on paper backing reasons for this closure. 

Please consider all of the facts before making your final decision. Thank you very much for your 
time. 

Sincerely, 

~ a ~ l i l i h a  Long - 



















Mr. Curtis Long 
PO Box 1272 
Portales, NM 88130 

General Lloyd W. Newton, 

Years ago the United States Government told the communities of Clovis and Portales that 
they were building an Air Force Base in the area and it would be up to them to provide schools 
for their children, homes to live in, and places to shop. Our communities lived up to that 
challenge and embraced the base and all the airmen, yet that does not seem to be important to the 
Department of Defense and the Pentagon. Cannon Air Force Base was on the BRAC list for 
closure and I am not sure that the rationale for this decision was given proper deliberation. 

I understand that the decisions were based on criteria which judged a base's impact on 
the future of our military. Well, there are many factors that lead to Cannon's ability to withstand 
and endure for the future. One csf the most important issues that was overlooked is the pending 
approval of the New Mexico Training Range Initiative. This would give the Air Force the air 
space needed for supersonic training. This should be of the utmost importance as even Air Force 
Chief of Staff Gen. John Jumper stressed in his April 6th testimony that "the speed of airplanes 
and distance of weapons dictate the demand for airspace.. .where airspace is decreasing." 
Airspace is not decreasing at Cannon Air Force Base; it can be utilized with the F-22, Joint Strike 
Fighter and other aircrafts. As a matter of fact, the weather in this area and lack of encroachment 
upon the base signify that this sort of training would thrive at CAFB. There is also a bombing 
range so close to the base that pi lots are there within seconds. Cannon also has the abilities and 
space to play a major role in joint operations and training for all areas of the military. 

I am also under the impression that the economic devastation for our community would 
be larger and any other area on the BRAC list. I believe this issue should be every bit as 
important in the decision for closure as the military aspects. New Mexico is considered a rural 
state in almost all areas, and to add to the lack of economic success is unimaginable. The closure 
would have an affect on not just Clovis, but also Portales and even surrounding West Texas 
communities. To lose 20% of our workforce would be a huge blow to public schools, businesses, 
our higher education institutions (Eastern New Mexico University and Clovis Community 
College) and the effects would not end after the closure. We would struggle to maintain 
economically and we don't have the economic backbone to do that. Please remember that we are 
not just figures and facts -the people of this community are raising families and trying the best 
they can to succeed. Please don't forget about us. 

Thank you for your time and I hope you look closely at all the factors before embarking on such a 
huge decision. 



















KENT CARRUTHERS 
PRESIDENT 

T h e  C i t i z e n s  B a n k  o f  C l o v i s  
May 25,2005 

Mr. James H. Bilbrey 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

RE: Cannon Air Force Base 

Dear Mr. Bilbrey: 

I am a twenty year resident of Clovis serving as the President of the Citizens Bank of Clovis. During that time, I have been 
involved in economic development issues along with membership in the Committee of Fifty. The Committee of Fifty's 
mission is to maintain good relationships between the community and the Air Force. 

I find it amazing that the New Mexico Training Range Initiative, which allows for supersonic training was not considered by 
the Pentagon. Local officials along with the Air Force have been pursuing this expanded air space for approximately two 
years. It is my understanding that the process is at the stage of final approval. 'This initiative reflects the long history of local 
support for Cannon Air Force Base. 

Clovis and Cuny County have been staunch supporters of Cannon Air Force Base for 50 years. C u p  County, in conjunction 
with the state of New Mexico, purchased air easements in the early 1990's to insure that no encroachment could be established 
that would affect air operation at Cannon Air Force Base. The local community also purchased land north of Cannon Air 
Force Base for additional housing and gave the property to the Air Force. In recent years, the community purchased land west 
of Cannon, giving it to the Air Force for installation of instrument lighting on the alternate runway. These are further 
examples of the strong support that our community has given the Air Force over the years. Clovis is the epitome of how a 
community establishes and maintains relationships and support of the Air Force. 

The lack of encroachment on Cannon and the fact that our community's primary growth is away from the base keeps Cannon 
in a very strong position for whatever missions might be established for them. The Singapore wing and a recent joint exercise 
with the U. S. Navy reflects favorably on Cannon and its flexibility. The awards that Cannon has won over the years should 
reflect the continued viability of this important installation. 

I realize the economic factors and its impact on the local community are of a lesser issue in your overall consideration of base 
c!osores: however a 20% plus decrease in the employment base in this small community will be devastating. I would 
encourage your consideration of larger metropoIitan areas that could more easily overcome a base closure and assisting 
communities like Clovis and Portales to retain and possibly add employment opportunities as a result of the Air Force being 
here. 

I know you have been assigned a most difficult task in assessing the Pentagon recommendation. I am confident that upon the 
review of the facilities at Cannon Air Force Base that you will agree that Cannon should not only be retained but in fact 
expanded. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

President 
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