
Eric D. Alaniz 
1201 W. Ivy Portales, NM 881 30 

May 20,2005 

General Lloyd 'W. Newton 
BRA€ Commis;sion 
2521 S. Clark S't. 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Newton: 

I are very conce:rned about the RRAC Commission's decision to close Csraon Air Force Basc. 

It seems evident that the Commission did not have all the facts about Cannon when the decision was 
made. I believe Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure. Some unique attributes Cannon 
offers include: 

Ample space and facilities are readily available to accommodate surge force requirements in training 
and emergency situations, as well as joint warfare training and readiness; 
Air easements around Cannon to protect the air space from encroachment. These easements were 
purchased by Cuny County with the help of the state of New Mexico and given to the Air Force. 
The local community has worked to expand and convert the air space to supersonic capability through 
the New Mexico Training Range Initiative, which is expected to be implemented soon. 
The weather in Eastern New Mexico is good enough to allow for year-round training. 

Closing Cannon will have an extremely negative impact, in several ways, on Clovis and Portales, as well 
as much of Wesit Texas: 

An estimated 4780 jobs (approximately 20% of the Clovis/Portales Microplex work force), directly . 

and indirectly generated by the base, will disappear. This job loss percentage is expected to be higher 
than any other affected area in the country. 
~ h k  ripple effect of these lost jobs will directly affect iublic education in the area, including public 
and private schools in both Clevis and Porta!es, Clovis Coriucitj..  Collcge, a~:d Eastern New 
Mexico University. 
The area, including Amarillo and Lubbock, TX, has a large military retiree population that depends 
on Cannon for heath care, grocery shopping, and more. There is no-other military installation nearby 
to serve this; population. \ 

Please r9consider ail of the facts before you make your final decision. 

, Respectfully yours, 































May 27,2005 

Honorable James V. Hansen 
Chairman, BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark St, Suite 600 
Arlington, Vir,ginia 22202 

Regarding: Removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC list 

Dear Mr. Hansen: 

I am very concerned about the Department of Defense's recommendation that Cannon 
Air Force Base should be closed. 

I want to help make the Commission fully aware of the unique attributes that Cannon 
offers to our national defense. These include un-encroached airspace suitable for training at 
supersonic speed, many new and existing facilities suitable for joint training exercises, and a 
low-cost envirlonrnent that promotes cost-efficient training. Cannon is a real asset to the 
country's armed forces and to our surrounding area. 

Whether or not Cannon's military value has been recognized yet in Washington, out here 
we really apprcxiate the base. The local community has been uniquely supportive, donating time 
and land to promote the base's needs. We have also welcomed the personnel. The personnel that 
are stationed here are a part of our community and family. We have many veterans and retirees 
that have move to our area, because of the base and so many have made Clovis/Portales their 
home. The many veterans in the area make it clear that they feel at home here. 

The closure of Cannon will also have a devastating impact on our economy. It has been 
estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent of its workforce, a percentage out of line with 
the effect of base closings in other communities. Cannon is critical for us. It has already started 
to impact our area, some companies have already started to lay some of their employees off. 

I invite you to come personally to the Cannon hearing in Clovis. I ask you please to 
reconsider Cartnon's importance to the nation and to my community. Please, let us KEEP 
CANNON HERE! As you will see upon your visit you will see a community that is united and 
you will also slee what we see, our family, our community and our fiends. 

Sincerely, 

Theresa Beg1e:y 
3424 Sheridan 
Clovis, NM 88; 101 





BRAC Com~mission 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

May 27, 2005 

Reconsider and take Cannon AFB off the dosure list 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am a 50 ye!ar citizen of Clovis, NM. I was bom at Cannon, while my father was in the Air Force 
here. We made Clovis our home and Cannon is a huge part of our lives. I teach elementary 
school here and more than half of my students' fathers are in the Air Force. If we lose the base it 
would greatly affect our school system. I count it a privilege to teach these children. I undernand 
what they face as they change schools and their families are affected what our government 
undertakes in its defense of our great country. 

My daughter met her husband as a resutt of Cannon, he was an officer stationed at Cannon 6 
years ago. I am so proud of him and their commitment to their l ie  in the military. They currently 
live in Arizona where they are currently stationed at Luke AFB. So you can see Cannon is a real 
part of our lives. 

I have listed reasons we feel that Cannon should not be on the list: 

The base has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues. This provides for 
safer and more realistic training scenarios for pilots. 
Oncle the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, we will be able to offer 
pilots the ability to fly supersonic during training missions. This is a very important point, 
as it allows the Air Force to better train for real-life sluations. 
The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides year round training ability. 
The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon. This 
allwvs pilots to get aimme, and immediately begin training operations over the bombing 
range, rather than spending all of their fuel just to get to the range, having one pass over, 
and then returning to the base. 
Cannon has the space and faalities to accommodate joint war-fighting, training, and 
readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon and the 
US Navy. 
Cannon has ample spacelramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in 
trainiing and emergency situations. 
The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the perfect candidate 
to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and other military 
airmali. 
Cannon has won countless awards, both on ACC level, Air Force and NAF levels, and 
national and STAT levels. 
The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the surrounding towns; Clovis, 
Portales, West Texas, and others, is unlike any other installation in the country. 
Clovis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (induding Amarillo and Lubbock) are 
home to a large military retiree population. These people rely on Cannon Air Force base 









May 27,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen: 

I am very conc~xned about Cannon Air Force Base being placed on the closure list. In my 
mind, I believe a computer malfunction has inadvertently placed Cannon on the list for closure. 
Its hard for me to imagine how our country would be without the defense that Cannon provides 
to this great nation and the other countries it protects to sustain our freedom. I'm not sure what 
the criteria is to close an Air Base, but this area is the perfect environment for defense functions. 

Unrestricted airspace 

Weather good year round 

Close proximity to the Melrose bombing range 

Encroachment not an issue 

Community that supports base families 100% 

Excellent base facilities 

Please re-evalulate Cannon Air Force Base and remove them from the closure list. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory L. Bums 

1 909 Fairway 'Terrace 

Clovis, New Mexico 88 10 1 





Geralyn Million 
404 Monticello 

Portales NM 88130 

May 20,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
BRAC commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, 

This letter is in reference t o  the BRAC Commission's decision to  close 
Cannon Air Force Base. 

Please be aware that  in conjunction with the state o f  New Mexico Curry 
County purchased air easements around Cannon and gave them t o  the Air 
Force. This was done t o  protect the air space from encroachment. I n  
addition, the local community spearheaded the ef for t  t o  expand and convert 
.the airspace t o  supersonic capability through the New Mexico Training 
Range Initiative. Also, the Melrose bombing range is just seconds away from 
Cannon. The availability of air space and ideal flying weather make Cannon 
the perfect candidate t o  support future training missions for the F-22, 
Joint Strike Fighter and other military aircraft. 

Please consider the negative local and statewide impact this closing will have 
on both education and the economy. I sincerely request that you reconsider 
and do not close Cannon Air Force Base! 

Sincerely, 











Raej ean Toledo 
240 E. Tieirra Blanca Rd 
Clovis, Nh4 88 10 1 
E-mail: ak.ataz@zianet.com 

BRAC Co~nmission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suit 600 
Arlington, Va., 22202 

26 May 2005 

Sirs: 

Reconsider and take Cannon AFB off the closure list! 

Some of the Key Military Facts: 
1. abundance in airspace with no encroachments 
2. Safer, more realistic training scenarios for various aircraft and missions. 
3. once implemented, the NM Training Range initiative allows supersonic 

flying 
4. Great year round weather for flying conditions 
5. Melrose Bombing Range is seconds away 
6. New runways on the bas 
7. Ample space and ramp space for surge force requirements 
8. Supporf of training missions for F-22, Joint Strike Fighter 
9. Award winning base on ACC,, Air Force, and NAF levels 
10. A relat~ionship l k e  none other with the communities of Clovis, Portales, 

Lubbock, Amarillo and surrounding areas 

Community Facts: 
1. Large military retiree population within a 150 mile radius. My husband 

being one of the retirees in this area. We chose Cannon because of its 
relation ship with the base and the affordability. 

2. $60 million expansion to Plains Regional Medical Center with new Heart 
and Carlcer Wings, 10,000 sq. ft. Rehab Center as well as the addition of 
60+ new med.ical staff. I am a Cancer survivor and to have .the medical 
staff at (Cannon work so closely with Plains Regional Medical Center is a 
plus. I don't thlnk I would have received the care if I had been in an other 
area of ithe country. 















Dr. Anne Beck 
Department of Theatre and Dance 
Eastern New Mexico University 

Portales, New Mexico 88 130 

May 20,2005 

The Honorable Philip Coyle, 

I am very concerned about the BRAC Commission's decision to close the Cannon Air 
Force Bas~e. 

I do not believe the Commission is aware of the attributes that Cannon offers to our 
national defense. These include an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues, a 
bombing range that is only seconds away, the air space to fly at supersonic speeds, and 
ideal year-,round flying weather. 

In addition to the military value to the nation, Canon has been supported over the last 50 
years by the local communities like Clovis and Portales, where I live and work. We 
consider Clanon a part of our family. 

The closure of Canon will have a devastating impact on our communities and our state of 
New Mexico. We treasure the people of Canon and need to keep them as part of our 
region-for the growth of our sparsely populated state and for the good of our local 
region. 

Please do reconsider all the facts before making your final decision. 

Respectfully, 

Dr. Anne Beck 
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