
Background
Some students would like to try e-readers for textbooks, but don’t have  
the technology.

Through a grant from the Texas State Library and Archives Commission, the 
University of North Texas purchased 20 e-readers of varying types for students to 
check out, solely for use with digital textbooks.

We did not purchase the textbooks, and made that clear in marketing to students.

We conducted a pre- and post-test to see how the equipment helped them 
satisfy educational and personal goals.

Issues to Consider
 » Training Staff

 » Check out system—ILS or not?

 » Student accountability for equipment

 » Availability and price of  
 digital textbooks

 » Waiting list

Equipment & Budget
 » $600 – marketing materials

 » $500 – graphic design student hours

 » $8900 – 22 e-readers and cases

Marketing
 » Posters, Library website, Facebook

 » Ads on dormitory televisions

 » Displays on napkin holders  
 in cafeterias

 » Article in student newspaper

Results
We had a waiting list before checkout began, and all e-readers checked out within 
one day. Post-test results showed that students believed e-readers:

 » Expanded their awareness of electronic materials available in the library.

 » Improved overall satisfaction with library services.

 » Otherwise had no impact on their educational, economic, or personal goals.

Things We Wish We’d 
Done Differently
 » Include space for comments  
 on survey

 » Establish an early-return  
 circulation procedure

Student Comments
 » It helped me make a 3.5!

 » It has made such a difference  
 in my research efforts over the  
 last semester!

Textbooks Weighing You Down?
CHECK OUT OUR E-READERS...
Sian Brannon & Suzanne Sears 
University of North Texas
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Don’t get weighed down
CHECKOUT YOUR OWN KINDLE FIRE OR IPAD 
SO YOU CAN PURCHASE DIGITAL TEXTBOOKS
Available this Spring at the Willis Library Information Desk
Limited quantities available, contact Sian Brannon for more information
Funded by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services through a grant to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission. (2013)

set your own deadlines
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Available this Spring at the Willis Library Information Desk
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Funded by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services through a grant to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission. (2013)
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Students responded to questions on a scale of 1–5. Pre-test Score Post-test Score


