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May 27,2005 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr. 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Cliark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA :22202 

Dear Admiral Csehman, Jr.: 

I urge you to overturn the Department of Defense's BRAC recommendation to close Cannon Air 
Force Base. 

As a former active-duty military spouse, and having been stationed at other bases in the US and 
overseas, I feel strongly that there are significant advantages to keeping, and expanding, 
Cannon AFB: 

The mild weather and open air space provides almost daily opportunities for training and 
qualification flights. I remember many days, when stationed at other bases, that my 
husband came home without making his flight for the day, due to weather or maintenance 
issues rela1:ed to bad weather. 
Clovis and Portales are extremely hospitable to military members, and recognize the 
tremendous talent that the military brings to our churches, schools, and workplace. When 
we arrived ,at Cannon, I found that local employers appreciated the work experience that I 
had gained from previous jobs, despite the fact that my tenure at those other jobs may have 
only been a year or two. In other communities, other spouses and I were viewed as 
"transientsn, and not as potentially valuable employees. This community demonstrates 
gratitude for the diverse contributions that the military members and spouses make. 
In fad, instead of complaining about the noise and inconvenience of having a military base, 
Clovis would welcome an expansion of the base. Sitting at the west edge of town as it does, 
Cannon has room and community acceptance for expansion that many other bases do not. 
Clovis, Porl:ales, Eastern New Mexico, and West Texas (including Amarillo and Lubbock) 
are home to a large military retiree population. These people rely on Cannon Air Force 
Base for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There iis not another installation close by 
to serve oulr retired military. 

In summary, there are many reasons why Cannon Air Force Base is, and should continue to be, 
the "GO TOn fighter wing. Respectfully, I urge you to vote to remove Cannon Air Force Base 
from the BRAC closure list. 

Sincerely, 
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Donna Smith 
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