
May 27, 2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen: 

Please reconsider the recommendation by the Department of Defense to 
close Cannon Air Force Base in Clovis NM. 

t i h v e  you considered the unique dttributes that Cannon offers to our 
national defense? Let me illustrate just a few of the many qualities of 
Cannon Air Force Base; these include but are not limited to unencroached 
airspace suitable for training at supersonic speed, many new and existing 
facilities suitable for joint training exercises, and a low-cost environment 
that promotes cost-efficient training. The weather in our area accommodates 
year round training. Cannon is a real asset to the country's armed forces. 
It is just not limited to the F-16, but can be used in the future for other 
aircraft training such as the F-22, and the Joint Strike Fighter. 

Whether or not Cannon's military value has been recognized yet in 
Washington, out here we really appreciate the base. The local community has 
been uniquely supportive, donating time and land to promote the base's needs. 
We have also welcomed the personnel. 

Cannon Air Force Base is not just the home to the F-16; the airmen and 
their families are a part of our community. In closing Cannon, you will take 
away our community's coaches, school volunteers and mentors. Cannon's 
personnel team up with Clovis Municipal Schools and actively supports 
classroom volunteers. Our children benefit from the one on one tutoring, not 
to mention the positive image male and female airnnen bring to the classroom. 
Many of our community's children do hot have a constant positive male 
influence at home; closing the base will take away our mentors and be 
devastating to the children. 

The many veterans in the area make it clear that they feel at home here. 
They came from all over the country, yet chose to retire here. We consider 
Cannon and its retirees a part of our family. 

The closure of Cannon will also have a destructive impact on our 
economy. It has been estimated that the area will lose at least 20 percent 
of its workforce, a percentage out of line with the effect of base closings 
in other communities. Cannon is critical for us. 

I invite you to come personally to the Cannc'n hearing in Clovis. I ask 
you please to reconsider Cannon's importance to the nation and to my 
community. Please, let us KEEP CANNON! 

Priscilla Chavez 
3004 VINTON ST 
CLOVIS NM 88101 
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