
Mrs. Nancy L. Root 
928 Comer Drive 
Clovis, New Mexico 88 101 

May 24,2005 

Army Gen. James T. Hill 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Gen. Hill: 

I am writing to request that your commission reconsider closing Cannon Air Force Base, Clovis, 
New Mexico. 

Clovis is a small farming and ranching community, population of about 31,000, and there is very 
little industry. Most of the businesses are small locally owned with some franchise businesses 
but they are few. To lose the employment provided by Cannon AFB would be devastating to 
this little town and the surrounding area. We are talking about approximately 114 of the income 
of this part of New Mexico. I was; in Amarillo, Texas, when they closed the Air Base and I saw 
first hand what it did to the economy, and Amarillo was many times larger than Clovis at that 
time. 

As far as the location for the base, it seems to me that it is an ideal location for a military base. It 
is in open land with no commercial air traffic within a hundred mile area. The bombing range 
extends for hundreds of square miles over open country and I believe they have just extended it. 
The weather in Clovis is ideal for flight training as we have mild winters and mostly sunny skies 
the year round. 

Another concern is the housing they have built in Clovis and Portales. Will this just be allowed 
to sit unoccupied and fall into disrepair or will the Air Force be responsible for the upkeep until 
the lease expires. This seems like a major slum waiting to happen as there is no way the 
communities of Clovis and Portales can make use of it. On the base there are acres and acres of 
housing and other facilities that have been built within the last 10 years that will suffer the same 
fate. Surely, there is an alternative to simply walking off and leaving everything to go to ruin. 
When the servicemen are to be brought back from Europe where will they be stationed? Will 
additional facilities to accommod;ate them and their families have to be constructed while 
Cannon falls down around us? Can this possibly be less expensive for the Government than 
using what is already available? 




































