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May 24,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I do not envy your job--you must decide which bases should be closed, and which should stay open. This seems an  
impossible task, as you1 may not know every important detail concerning each base. Allow me to give you vital 
information on Cannon Air Force Base that may cause you to change your mind about closing it. Its closure would have 
a devastating impact on our economy, with an  estimated loss of 20 % of the area's workforce. It would also have an 
effect on surrounding public and higher education systems, so I urge you to strongly reconsider. 

Cannon Air Force Barse and the surrounding communities of C1ovj.s and Portales are uniquerarely do you h d  a 
community so support:ive and so proud of its base. The community thrives on Cannon, and is more than willing to do 
whatever necessary to keep it operational, and to help it achieve all it can. 

The community purchased land west of Cannon Air Force Base and gave it to the Air Force for the installation 
of instrument, lighting on an alternate runway on the base. 

Leaders in the community spear-headed an  effort to expand and convert the air space to supersonic capability 
through the New Mexico Training Range Initiative. 

Sadly, the New Mexico Training Range Initiative was not included in the analysis of Cannon Air Force Base. 

New Mexico's warm dry climate permits year-round training, and the base has an  abundance of air space with no 
encroachment issues, tlhanks in part to the local community. More than 10 years ago, Curry County, in conjunction 
with the state of New Mexico purchased air easements around Cannon Air Force Base and gave it to the Air Force to 
protect air space around the base fiom encroachment issues. T ~ B  abundance of air space provides safer, more reahstic 
training scenarios for pilots. 

Governor Bill Richardson recently stated, "Our recent Economic Impact Study indicated that almost 7,000 jobs, direct 
and indirect, result fiorn Cannon AFB's operations in eastern New Mexico, with over $210 million dollars a year in 
economic value to our State. Most of the economic impact is realized in Curry County, but Cannon has an impact in 
many counties in New IM&o." 

Seven thousand jobs.. .]?Jew Mexico cannot afford that sort of loss. Please evaluate Cannon Air Force Base once more, 
and I am certain you will see its potential. 
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