
CITY OF OJAI --? 

401 SOUTH VENTURA STREET 
P 0 BOX 1570 1 OJAI, CA 93024 
TELEPHONE (805) 646-5581 
FAX (805) 646-1 980 

July 5,2005 

Anthony Principi, Chairman 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

The City of Ojai is a community that is highly educated and expresses considerable 
interest in the well- being in the State of California and the nation. As such, we have a 
number of concerns with the proposed movement of weapons, range and electronic 
warfare functions from Naval Base Ventura County (NBVC) to China Lake. This base 
represents the best in terms of location for these hnctions for a variety of reasons. 

The Sea Range and the support functions attendant to its operation are unmatched and not 
subject to duplication anywhere else in the country. Placing these functions 
approximately 150 miles distant from the actual operating Range does not prove for an 
efficient use of the resources that need to be available for proper testing. The distance 
will ultimately result in increased response time to range tasking, reduce on-range time, 
increase operating cost and reduce safety. 

Probably of greater concern to the nation's defenses will be the unavailability of highly 
trained personnel from NBVC who will not be willing to make the move to China Lake 
for a variety of reasons. The change in lifestyle from a coastal environment to the desert 
is a primary deterrent for these highly qualified and experienced workers. The result will 
be a long time lag before the China Lake facility will be able to operate as will be 
necessary for an effective defense system. The nation is not in a position to wait the 
period of time that will be necessary. 

As you proceed with your deliberations regarding base closures, I ask that you take into 
account the impacts a movement of the weapons, range and electronic warfare fbnctions 
from NBVC to China Lake will have on the nations overall state of readiness and 
protection of its citizens. I hope you will find that an analysis will result in an agreement 
with our position. 

Sincerely yours, A&..-- 
Rae Hanstad, Mayor 
City of Ojai, CA 
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