
General James T. Hill 
BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Hill: 

I am deeply troubled every time that I read about more cuts in our military. I think those 
who are making these decisiorls are making serious mistakes. Who would have thought 
we would be doing hand-to-hand combat or fighting against car bombs as I have seen on 
TV? We have become the "pe:acekeeper" of the world, and we are expected to perform 
miracles at a moment's notice. There will always be a war somewhere-that is just the 
world we live in. I would much rather fight the enemy overseas than fight him on my 
doorstep. We have got to have the best prepared and strongest Air Force, Army, Navy, 
and Marine armed forces in the world!! 

I know there is a terrible amount of waste and excessive spending in the military and in 
government in general. Millions of dollars have been spent on Cannon Air Force Base in 
recent years. To close Cannon now would just be another example of waste of taxpayer 
money. I cannot believe Cannon is on the closure list! Surely with all of the 
improvements to the base, sonlething can be done to utilize: it. New planes are in the 
pipeline, and they have to have: a home b a s e w h y  not at Cannon? I know you have 
heard over and over the reasorls for not closing Cannon. However, I must emphasize the 
availability of air space and ideal flying weather that we have here in eastern New 
Mexico. 

The personnel at CAFB are like family to us. They are a part of our community, our 
churches, our schools, our neighborhoods, and many of their spouses are part of our 
worldbrce. Cannon has given so much to us-but we have also given so much to Cannon 
and the Air Force in general. We have reached out and supported the base 1 10%--in 
every way possible-financially, morally, spiritually and have never wavered from this 
support. The ripple of loss that will be felt in this community if Cannon is closed is 
unimaginable. Please keep Cannon open. Cannon is a vital part of the Air Force and a 
vital part of Clovis. 

Sincerely, 
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