
May 27,2005 

The Honorable James V. Hansen 
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen: 

I appeal to you to reverse the Department of Defense's BRAC recommendation to close Cannon 
Air Force Base. 

There are many reasons that Camon Air Force Base should not be closed. I know you must be 
very busy so I would like to mention just a few. They are as follows: 

This is a very rural area of the United States; therefore we have an abundance of airspace 
and no encroachment issues. This would provide for more realistic training scenarios for 
pilots and also keeping safety in mind. 
The weather in the area provides for year around training. 
The Melrose bombing range is just seconds away from the base which would save fuel 
cost as well as giving the pilots more training opportunities instead of just making one 
pass over the site before having to return to their home-base to refuel. 
Clovis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas (including Amarillo and Lubbock) are 
home to a large military retiree population. These people rely on Cannon Air Force Base 
for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There is not another installation close by to 
serve our retired military. 
Cannon has ample space/ramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in 
training and emergency situations 

In closing, I live in a small town just 10 miles East of Clovis on the Texas side of the State Line. 
If Cannon closed it could have a huge impact not only on our community but all of the other 
communities our size. We rely on Clovis for most of our economic needs and closing Cannon 
would be detrimental to our community. As being President of the local school board for the past 
6 years, my main concern is the education of the young Americans in rural America Funding for 
our small schools just get smaller and harder to come by and any change in our economics would 
significantly impact the well being of the school district. I respectfully urge you to vote to 
remove Cannon Air Force Base fiom the BRAC closure list. 

Sincerely; 

Mike Woods 
802 Ave. F 
Farwell, Texas 79325 




