
Dear Commission, 

My name is Rial Runquist and I am writing this letter to let you know my feelings on the selection of 
Cannon Air force Base for possible closing. First I am not going to talk a lot about what Cannon can 
contribute to the Nation in the way of security or training or in the impact closing the base will have on the 
area, there are people better qualified to tell you about those issues. The one thing I will say is that if the 
hture air space use was not considered, then the DOD did not use the criteria they said they were and that 
in its self should get Cannon off the list. 

While I do work on the base, I like everyone else who works on the base will move to where our job takes 
us or get another job if the base closes. I will most likely move away from the Clovis area so I do not have 
to watch the community that I have grown to love whither and if not die be on life support. 

What I am going to talk about is the community support that this base receives from Clovis and the 
surrounding area. I was in the Air Force for twenty years and as you can imagine I was stationed in many 
places. While all of the communities I was in liked having the money that came with having a base in the 
community this is the only one that has riot made me fill I was some how out of place and did not belong 
and was not wanted. Clovis and the surrounding area has made me feel that they were proud to have those 
in the military here. When people here ask you what you do for a living and you say work on base you get 
a "thank you" rather than an " o h  and a look of pity. 

I know that support for the military has grown since 911 1 in the country, but none can say they have 
supported the men and women of the services like this area. While there have been individuals in the 
military that have caused some problems, unlike the other places I have been here it is not a problem with 
the military it is a problem with that individual. 

It is because of the community support that I chose to retire here. Because while I am no longer in the Air 
Force I still want to support them and here 1 don't feel I would be an outcast for doing so. 

I hope that in some way I have conveyed to you the one thing about this base that no other base 1 have 
been to have. It was one of the things for consideration on the criteria given by the DOD. I believe that if 
this base is closed the Air Force and the nation will lose a valuable military asset but it will also lose 
something that is even harder to come by. We will lose a community that truly loves being apart of and 
being able to contribute to the military and the nation. 

Yours trulv, 

DCN 4016


