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The town of Islip, covering an area of approximately 102 

square miles on. the south shore of Long Island, was mainly a 

rural agricultural area prior to Worl War II. In the past 

quarter century, it has grown to be the most populous town 

in Suffolk County. 

The schools and historical societies of the town have 

attempted to inculcate in the new "Islipians" a sense of be-

longing to their surroundings, but their efforts have been 

hampered because a documented'history of the founding of the 

town has never been written. The purpose of this study was 

to develop a source book to meet the needs of both the his — 

.torleal societies and the schools, and at the same time to 

trace the growth of New York State's public school system and 

Islip*s place in its development. 

Islip is unique among the towns on Long Island because 

it is the only one of the original towns on the island to be 

founded after the Dutch surrender to the British in 1664- by 

a group of settlers who were neither Dutch nor Puritan nor 

united by a common religious bond but who were desirous of 

setting up a viable community settlement. 



Prior to the Revolutionary War, six men were granted 

the land, which is now Is lip. The land holdings of five of 

the men were regarded as private estates. Thus, during the 

Colonial period while public education, usually under church 

sponsorship, was available in other towns, none existed in 

Islip. After that period, the estates were gradually divided 

and sold, and the population of the town began to grow. 

The state began a system of public education in 1812, 

but Islip refused to participate in the system until forced 

to do so. From about 1820 on, many of the school districts 

which were created within the town offered outstanding edu-

cational programs. While most common schools in the state 

offered only the three R's, many schools in Islip in addition 

offered navigation, surveying, and bookkeeping. Islip main-

tained teachers' salary schedules at a point above the sur-

rounding towns, which helped to attract competent, dedicated 

teachers who established good educational programs in the 

town's schools. 

Islip's school districts began offering secondary educa-

tion toward the end of the nineteenth century, when this type 

of education was first introduced on a large scale throughout 

the state. Islip was among the first to offer not only aca-

demic but commercial and vocational courses as well. 

In the mid-1920 *s, the state began to publish each 

secondary school's results on the state-wide Regents * examina-

tions ; the "per cent of passing" became a measure of a school's 



excellence in the eyes of the state. In Islip, those districts 

that were most innovative did not do well on this measure. 

During the 1930*s, experimentation lessened, and "academic 

excellence" became the slogan of Islip's school districts. 

This emphasis resulted in Islip's high schools achieving some 

of the highest percentages of passing Regents' papers in the-

state. 

Following World War II, there was a population explosion 

into the suburbs, and large communities sprang up where only-

trees or sleepy hamlets once existed. Islip received its 

full share of this growth. To house the increase of student 

enrollment, the number of school buildings increased from 

eighteen to seventy-nine. The enrollment increase also brought 

many students with special educational needs. To meet the 

needs, innovation and experimentation were again introduced 

into Islip's schools. Cooperation between the districts and 

special programs under the auspices of the Board of Cooperative 

Educational Services are helping to provide the caliber of 

education necessary to meet the needs of all the students In 

Islip. 
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FOREWORD 

The town"*" of Islip covers an area of approximately 102 

square miles on the south shore of Long Island. (See Map 1.) 

The Town Hall, located in the community of Islip, is forty- • 

five miles from Columbus Circle in New York City, 

Prior to World War II, the town "was little more than a 

rural agricultural area at the extreme outskirts of New York 

City." Following the war, a population explosion rolled 

eastward over Long Island and reached Islip in 1950• The 

population was increased by more than 220,000 over the town's 

195° census figure of 711^65. These new families are seeking 

ways of identifying with the communities and the town in which 

they now live. To acquaint new "Islipians" with the cultural 

past and historical background of the area, several community 

historical associations have been established. Some of these 

have met with great success, while others have not. One 

problem they have all faced is the fact that up to this time 

no documentary history of the founding of the town has been 

3 
written. Thompson, Long Island's first historian, wrote his 

-̂ A town in New York State is a subdivision of a county. 
In some states such subdivisions are known as townships. 

^Master Plan, Islip, New York, 1963, p. 20. 

^Benjamin F. Thompson, History of Long Island from Its 
Discovery and Settlement to the Present Time (New York, 1839)• 
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manuscript in the early 1800 's, mostly from reminiscences. 

Whatever quotations he included were neither footnoted, nor 

sources given. Prime,^ writing in the 1840's, was concerned 

with religious history and relied on Thompson's work for the 
c 

political facts he needed, Bayles, in 1873* developed a 

history of Suffolk County but admitted in his preface that 

it was an attempt "to bring forward the record of history 

from the time when Thompson and Prime wrote to the present. 

Munsell, in the 1880's, wrote a series of "Mug-Book" 

histories about the counties on Long Island, Mug-Books con-

tained few pages of history and many pages of pictures of 

"leading citizens" with brief write-ups about each. 

Ross and Pelletreau, at the turn of the century, made 

a scholarly study of the history of Long Island in which they 

included numerous quotes not found in the earlier works. 

Unfortunately, they, too, did not indicate the sources of 

these quotes. 
8 

Bailey, the next author to write oh Long Island's 

history (in 19^9)» copied much from the earlier tomes 

^Nathaniel S. Prime, A History of Long Island (New 
York, 18^5)• 

^Richard M. Bayles, Historical and Descriptive Sketches 
of Suffolk County, reprinted (Port-Washington, 1962). 

^Ibid., p. vii. 

?Peter A. Ross, A History of Long Island (New York, 
1903). Vol. I. William S. Pelletreau wrote Vols, II and III. 

^Paul Bailey, Long Island % A History of Two Great 
Counties, Nassau and Suffolk, 3 vols. (New York, 19%9l• 



mentioned above, but he, too, did not substantiate his 

quotes. 

In 1955» Weeks,^ the present town Historian, wrote 

about Isi.ip's early history. He relied on the works of the 

earlier historians for material prior to 1720. He used the 

First Islip Minutes Book as his main source of information 

from that year on. This book had just been found after 

being missing for almost a century. 

The present New York State social studies syllabus for 

Grade 7 includes units on local history and on the history 

of public education in New- York State. 

The purposes of this study were, 

1. To develop a documented history of the founding of 

the town of Islip. • • 

2. To trace the development of public education within 

the town and to parallel this development with state-wide 

developments in the field. 

This study will be of use to school districts within 

the town as source material for their seventh-grade students. 

Community historical societies may employ the study as a 

guide in developing studies of the political, economic, or 

other aspects of their individual communities * histories. 

A study of this kind could not be completed without the 

cooperation of many people, and it would have been impossible 

^George L. Weeks, Some of Town of Islip's Early History 
(Bay Shore, 1955). — ~~~~ — 

vi 



without the.assistance of threat Irene Carlock, the Librarian 

of the New York State Education Department, arranged for the 

uses of the archives of the various departments of the Statej 

George Weeks, the Historian of both the town of Islip and 

Suffolk County, opened both of these archives and his per-

sonal files for use in the preparation of this study; and 

Dr. Frederick Kershner, Jr., of the History Faculty of 

Teachers* College, Columbia University, New York, gave his 

scholarly guidance in preparing this dissertation. 

v n 
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CHAPTER I 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

English-Dutch Struggle for Long Island 

In the "beginning, Long Island was claimed by both the 

English and the Dutch. Following the voyage of John Cabot in 

1520, the English asserted ownership of all the lands along 

the Atlantic Ocean from New Foundland to the Carolinas. In 

1620, King James I granted to the Plymouth Company a charter 

for land which included Long Island. In 1636, his successor, 

Charles I, "induced the Plymouth Company""*" to accord a patent 

for Long Island and its adjacent islands to William Alexander, 

Earl of Sterling. 

The Dutch interest in Long Island began somewhat later 

than the English with the voyage of Henry Hudson in 1609. In 

1614, the States General in Holland granted a monopoly on 

trade in the area of Hudson's discovery to the Dutch West 

India Company. In that same year. Captain Adrian Block, 

sailing for the Company, circumnavigated Long Island. ' 

Both nations established settlements on Long Island in 

order to assure continuation of their respective rights. It 

will be noted on Map 2 (see Appendix A) that most of the 

•'-Paul Bailey, editor, Long Islands A History of Two 
Great Counties, Nassau and Suffolk (New York, 1959),~lT~§9> 



settlements .were of English origin, including those on the 

west end of the island where the Dutch claim was the strongest. 

This can "be accounted for "by the fact that the Dutch were more 

interested in trade than colonization and did not feel the 

need to establish permanent settlements as strongly as did 

the English. The -latter were looking for a place of escape 

from what they considered intolerable conditions in their 

homeland. 

Why did the Dutch West India Company allow these settle-

ments of Englishmen who could be a threat to Dutch sovereignty? 

According to Bailey, 

At this time New Netherlands was on the verge 
of the most disastrous Indian uprising in its his-
tory. . . . Although Director General Kieft could 
not have been blind to the threat to Dutch sover-
eignty which this influx of Englishmen created, he 
knew that Englishmen would defend their homes as 
valiantly as would his fellow Dutchmen against an 
Indian outbreak. They were all equally Dutch sub-
jects and equally subject to a call to arms in de-
fense of New Netherlands.2 

Thus, the English who settled, the west-end towns became 

"from unavoidable necessity, though reluctantly, Dutch sub-

jects"3 when they took the Oath of Allegiance to the States 

General that was required by the Dutch West India Company. 

As Dutch citizens they were allowed to own land, enjoy freedom 

?-Paul Bailey, Long Island, I, kZ. 

^Benjamin F. Thompson, History of Long Island from Its 
Discovery and. Settlement to the Present Time, 3rd ed., 
revised and greatly enlarged with additions~and a biography 
of the author by Charles J. Werner (New York, 1918), I, 5. 



of religion, and hire their own ministers. They could, also 

elect their own magistrates {but these had to receive the 

approval of the Director General), a schout (constable), and 

a clerk. And, they had the right to establish their own 

schools, 

It was in North Hempstead (then part of Hempstead) that' 

the right of the Dutch to govern Long Island was first 

challenged. In 16^0, a group of English citizens from Lynn, 

Massachusetts, obtained a land grant from James Farret, the 

agent of Lord Sterling. Since they had not applied to the 

Dutch for such a grant, nor taken the Dutch Oath of Allegiance, 

Director General Kieft decided to forestall the settlement. 

Thus, on May 13, 1640, an order was given in the Council to 

send 

Secretary Cornells van Tienhoven, the Deputy Sheriff, 
with the Sargent and twenty three soldiers thither to 
ascertain the circumstances of the case, and you shall 
regulate yourselves as follows» 

You shall endeavor to arrive there unawares . . . 
oblige them to come hither to vindicate themselves• 
• • • Above all things, take care that no blood be 
split.5 

Six prisoners were brought to New Amsterdam. On May 19, 

the six were released upon promising to leave the Dutch lands. 

Before departing, they prepared and signed a statement to the 

^In some books, such as Silas Woods' Sketch of Long 
Island, Farret"s name is given as Andrew Forrester. In 
others, it is spelled "Foret." 

-Documents Relating to the Colonial Historv of the 
State of New York. XIV, 29. " 



effect that they were deceived by Mr. Farret and were ready 

and willing to settle on land beyond the limits of those be-

longing to the Dutch West India Company# 

James Farret later filed a protest in Boston with John 

Winthrop, a member of the Massachusetts Council, stating that 

"he, James Farret, gave no license or authority for the group 

to take possession of the land."^ 

Peter Stuyvesant became Director General on July 28, 16^6. 

Much of his correspondence with the Directors of the Company 

in Holland had reference to boundary problems with the English 

and the Swedes. The latter had established a colony in 

Delaware. In a letter to Stuyvesant dated February 16, 1650, 

the Directors informed him of their inability to settle the 

problem in Europe and recommended that he make whatever arrange-

ments he could on this side of the ocean. Part of the letter 

read as follows: 

We have before now expressed to you our opinion 
on the question of the boundaires between the English, 
the Swedes and us and do not as yet see a chance to 
treat about it properly here or in England. We have, 
therefore, recommended to you to make, if possible, 
a provisional settlement of the boundaries subject 
to the approval of the higher authorities on either 
side.7 

The English never recognized the Dutch claim to any part 

of North America, but .for diplomatic reasons they did not try 

^George L. Weeks, Jr., Isle of Shells (Long Island) 
(Islip, 1965). p. 7^. 

7Documents, XIV, 122. 



5 

to displace them in New Netherlands. Thus, in effect, the 

English also left the "boundary question to be settled by 

their representatives in America. Since Governor Bradford, 

Governor of Connecticut, was as anxio-us as Stuyvesant to set-

tle the problem, a convention was held in Hartford in 1650, 

and a treaty establishing definite boundaries was signed on 

September 9 of that year. This treaty provided, in part, as 

follows: 

Concerning the Bounds and Limitts, betwixt the 
English United Collonies and the Duch Provence of 
New Neatherland. We agree and determine as 
followeth: 

1. That upon Long Island, a line Run from the 
westernmost part of Oyster Bay, and soe in a straite 
and direct line to the sea, shall be the bounds be-
twixt the English and Duch there, the Easterly parte 
to belonge to the English, and the Westerly parte to 
the Duch. . . . 

And it is agreed, that the aforesaid bounds and 
limitts, both upon the Island and the Mayne, shall 
bee observed and kept unviolable, both by the English, 
the United Collonies and all the Duch Nation, with-
out any encroachment or molestation, until a full and 
finall Determination bee agreed upon in Europe, by 
mutuall consent of the two States of England and 
Holland. 

In Testimony of our joynt consent to the severall 
foregoing conclusions, We have hereunto sett our 
hands, the 19th Day of Sept., Anno Dom. I65O, 

(signed) Simon Bradstree. Thomas Prence. 
Thomas Willett. George Baxter.8 

Much has been written about how the English were able 

to negotiate the above treaty, by which they gained control 

of over two-thirds of the island. According to many authors, 

it was George Baxter who was responsible for this coup. 

®E. B. O'Callaghan, History of New Netherlands, II, 
153-155* (Treaty is only summarized in Documents.) 



Baxter was one of the-leaders of the English town of Grave-

send. He gained the confidence of Director General Kieft 

who appointed him as his "English Secretary." When Peter 

Stuyvesant replaced Kieft as Director General, he continued 

Baxter in this post. Stuyvesant also appointed him one of 

the Dutch representatives to the Hartford Convention. He • 

was supposed to protect Dutch interests. However, according 

to Bailey, he was "a wily plotter . . . in furtherance of the 

interests of his countrymen [the English J . A s time passed, 

Baxter became more and more a source of trouble in the Dutch 

efforts to maintain peaceful relations with their English 

neighbors. 

The "full and finall Determination" of the boundaries 

spoken of in the treaty was never accomplished because the 

agreement was never ratified in London. The States General 

did ratify it on February 22, 1656, This lack of action in 

Europe, however, did not deter either Dutch or English set-

tlers from establishing more and more towns on Long Island.# 

While each group imparted its own culture to its settlements, 

there were similarities in these cultures, and the colonists 

in all the towns faced similar dangers and problems which led 

to their cooperating with one another in many areas to insure 

the welfare of all. Gradually, they also began to share 

ideas and aspirations. 

9paul Bailey, Long Island, I, $0, 



One area in which the groups were very similar was their 

dedication to the education of the young. Both Dutch and 

English settlers were deeply religious, God-fearing people 

who firmly believed that the ability to read the Bible was 

necessary to the moral and civil welfare of men. Thus,, they 

both endeavored to set up some elementary system of education 

as soon as possible after becoming settled. The school was 

connected with the church, and usually the schoolmaster had 

the responsibility of teaching the children religion along 

with the "three R's." 

Ross, in his book, History of Long Island, stated that 

"The -Hartford Convention was for the people of Long Island a 

most satisfactory arrangement, for from then on until 1663* 

peace was the rule on Long Island so far as the Dutch and 

English were concerned.However, boundary problems were 

not the only problems besetting the people of Long Island at 

this time. Apparently, the Dutch system of government and 

the officials appointed by the Company were unable to meet 

their needs, be they Dutch or English. As Thompson so suc-

cinctly described the situation, 

The laws were very imperfect, and many of them 
not at all adapted to the exigencies of the people; 
and to aggravate the matter, the Governor and Council 
were either indisposed or incompetent to remedy many 
important defects in the administration of civil and 
criminal justice. The sense of public insecurity in 

l°Peter Ross, A History of Long Island (From Its 
Earliest Settlement to the Present Time) (New York, 1903)# ^ 6 1 b - — — — - — _ 
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time produced a spirit of general discontent, and 
the people, finally, with great unanimity, resolved 
to state their grievances to the Governor, and de-
mand redress.11' 

It was in 1653 that conditions came to a head. In may of 

that year, Captain John Underhill of Hempstead, once a strong 

12 

supporter of the Dutch, charged Secretary Tienhoven with • 

conspiracy to arouse the Indians against the English. He 

raised the Parliamentary Flag (England was a republic under 

Oliver Cromwell at the time) in Hempstead and in an address 

attacked the government of Peter Stuyvesant. For these actions 

Underhill was ordered to leave New Netherlands. 

In the same year, the Burgomasters of New Amsterdam in-

vited all the towns in the Dutch area of Long Island to send 

delegates to a meeting in their city on November 26. While 

not all the towns responded to this invitation, three Dutch 

and four English towns did so. On December 11, the delegates 

issued a Remonstrance addressed to the Director General, the 

Council, and the States General of the United Provinces. In 

this Remonstrance they first acknowledged the sovereignty of 

the government under which they lived in New Netherlands and 

reminded the Lords and States General of the deep homage and 

profound respect which they felt for the government of. the 

United Netherlands. They then proceeded to list their griev-

ances in six categories. These delineated the colonists* 

^Thompson, History of Long Island, I, p. 155• 

-1-2Van Ruyven replaced Tienhoven on June 6, 1653* 



dissatisfaction with the arbitrary manner in which they felt 

they were being dealt with by the Director General and the 

Council. Just how strongly the delegates felt about pro-

tecting their rights can be judged by reading some of their 

words in the Remonstrance-,-as follows« 

1. Our apprehension to see an arbitrary gov-
ernment established among us, which is contrary to 
the first intention and genuine principles of every 
well regulated government, to wits that one or more 
should arrogate the exclusive power to dispose ar-
bitrarily of the life and property of any individual, 
and this in virtue or under pretext of a law or order 
which he might fabricate, without the consent, knowl-
edge or approbation of the whole body, their agents 
or representatives. . . . 

It is our humble opinion that it is one of our 
privileges, that in making new laws, our explicit 
consent, or that of our representatives, is unavoid-
ably required for their adoption. 

3. That officers and magistrates, although per-
sonally, from their qualifications, deserving similar 
offices, are appointed contrary to the laws of the 
Netherlands, to many offices, without consent or 
nomination of the people which nevertheless are the 
most concerned in the choice. 

4. That many orders and proclamations made 
before, without approbation of the country in the 
days of yore, by the authority of the Director 
General and Council, either of former days or 
actually ruling, which remain obligatory, although 
we are ignorant of their force, and become trans-
gressors from ignorance without knowing it, by 
which we are exposed to many dangers and troubles, 
and may occasion our own ruin without knowing it.-̂ 3 

The other points in the Remonstrance set forth the settlers' 

fear of losing their lands either by Indian attack or through 

some political gyrations carried out by the Director General, 

-^Documents, I, 550-551* 
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the Council, or other government agencies. The Remonstrance 

ended with a plea for an answer to each of the grievances 

listed. 

Among the signers of the Remonstrance was George.Baxter. 

He also proposed to'the delegants present at this meeting 

that in the event the Director General and the West India 

Company would not protect the settlers," we are compelled to 

provide against our own ruin and distruction and therefore 

pay no more taxes . . . (and) enter into firm union among 

14 

ourselves on Long Island" 

Stuyvesant made no formal reply to this Remonstrance. 

Instead, the Council issued an order declaring the meeting 

illegal. It further denied the right of the Dutch towns 

(Brooklyn, Flatbush, and Flatlands) to send delegates to such 

a meeting because, by their charters, delegates could, come 

only from the courts of these townships. 

Following the order, the Council entered into its 
1"? 

Minutes three pages of deductions concerning the Remonstrance .• 

In these deductions, George Baxter was singled out as the main 

author of the document. The Council then reminded him, and 

the other English delegates, "that the Englishmen who are the 

authors of and leaders [of this meetingj . . . enjoy more 
^"\lartha B. Flint, Long Island before the. Revolution* 

A Colonial Study (Port Washington, 1967), p. 271, 

^Documents, XIV, 233-236. 
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freedom than . . • New Netherlands grants to any Hollander 

All six points in the Remonstrance were refuted. 

Since no formal answer was given, the delegates peti-

tioned for one on December 13• Again they were rebuffed, and 

on December 1^ the Council issued another order reasserting 

the illegality of the meeting. It also entered into its • 

Minutes two additional pages of notes regarding the Remonstrance, 

in which the background of the meeting was discussed, and the 

following declaration of their concept of the nature of gov-

ernment was mades 

The point that the law of Nature gives to all 
men the right to gather for the welfare and protec-
tion of their freedom, requires proof, or rather, 
explanation. The Director General and Council think 
that the authorities are appointed for these pur-
poses, but not all men generally, for that would be 
confusion. The Lords Directors resolved for this 
reason with the knowledge and consent of their Highj 
Mights to appoint the Director General and Council,. 
giving them ample authority for the preservation and 
protection of the privileges, freedom and property 
of the Company and the good inhabitants,. and, if 
necessary, for the convocation of an Assembly of 
their subjects, but this authority was not conferred 
on the Burgomasters and Schepens much less to all 
men* • • • ' 

It is clear from the above proceedings and statement that 

the differences between the colonists and the" government were 

basic differences in philosophy. The colonists, having come 

to New Netherlands in order to live their lives in accordance 

to the dictates of their consciences, were not willing to 

16Ibid., p. 233. 

-^Documents, XIV, 239* 
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submit to any arbitrary laws or orders. And, because they 

had to devise their own ways and means of surviving and pro-

gressing in a strange and often hostile environment, they 

were not willing to have their lives and futures dictated by 

any government without their full knowledge and consent. 

The majority of the English settlers had migrated from New 

England because the Puritan leaders there had refuted in 

practice the democratic tendencies that the Puritan Church 

and schools had spawned. These people believed in the Church 

and its precepts. They also believed in the democratic system, 

of government it advocated. And so, as soon as they were 

settled, they established churches and schools to perpetuate 

and reinforce the concepts in which they believed. Gradually, 

the Dutch settlers found themselves becoming more and more in 

accord with the New Englanders' idea of government, because 

it best met their needs. 

One indication of how the English felt about their 

"allegiance" to the Dutch is an incident that took place in 

Gravesend. On February 27, I65A-, while Holland and England 

were at war, a fleet set out from England to attack and 

capture New Netherlands. V/hile the fleet was in Boston, word 

was received that peace had been concluded on April 15, I654, 

Meanwhile, George Baxter, upon learning about the fleet, 

raised, the English flag and read the following declarations 
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We, individuals of the English nation here 
present, do for divers reasons and motives', claim 
and assume to ourselves as free-born British sub-
jects, the laws of our nation and Republic of 
England, over the place as to our persons and 
properties in love and harmony according to the 
general peace between the two states in Europe and 
this country. God Almighty preserve the Republic 
of England, the Lord Protector, and also the con-
tinuance of peace between the two countries. 
Amen,-*-" 

Because of their participation in this action, which the 

Director General and the Council considered an illegal up-

rising, Baxter and his friend, Sargent Hubbard, were arrested. 

After a year's imprisonment Hubbard was released and Baxter 

was freed on bail. Gravesend continued to agitate against 

the rule of the Dutch West India Company throughout the 

1650's. There is no record of any of the other towns actively 

opposing the government. 

The final struggle between the Dutch and the English 

began in 1662. In that year, Connecticut received a new 

charter from England. Under this charter the colony was 

granted control over its adjacent islands. On October 23, 

1662, the General Court in Hartford declared all English 

towns on Long Island to be annexed to Connecticut. Pursuant 

to this declaration, the General Assembly of the colony ap-

pointed a commission to proceed to Long Island to establish 

her government there. Two men in each English town except 

Flushing v/e re appointed by the Commissioners to assist them 

l^Flint, Long Island before the Revolution, p. 278. 
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and act as magistrates* It is not known why assistants were 

not appointed in FlushingB 

The following letter was sent to the newly appointed 

Magistrates of Hempstead by John Young, one of the Commis-

sioners, on October 2?j 

. . . Whereas it hath pleased his Magesty to 
involve Long Island within Connectecut Pattens By . 
virtue whereof the Generall Assembly "at Hartford 
have ordered mee to give notice to every towne upon 
Long Island, that they are under ye Jurisdiction' of 
Connectecut. Therefore ye said Generall Assembly*s 
pleasure is, that all the Inhabitants of Long 
Island aforesaid shall forbeare from taking any 
Oath that may bee Imposed upon them by any other 
Prince or State whatsoever, therefore my desire is 
that you would Informe yor Neighbours Concerning 
ye prmises as you shall have Occation.19 

He wrote similar letters to the Magistrates of the other 

towns. 

Stuyvesant began to write continually to the Directors 

in Holland, beseeching their aid. In April of 1663, they 

answered his pleas with the following wordst "We see here 

no or only very little chance to bring about a final settle-

ment of the boundary question between us and the English5 it 

20 

must be done there. . . •" He was urged to work out some 

agreement with Governor Winthrop, who was sailing from England 

to New Netherlands, since, "he has always shown himself a 

friend to our nation and the government there• 

^Documents . XIV, 517. 

20Ibid.. p. 525. 

2lIbid., p. 525. 
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There is no record of what transpired between them, but 

on September 6, 1663, Stuyvesant did go to Boston to meet 

with the Commissioners of New England. On November 5» he 

wrote to the Council of Connecticut proposing a mutual accord, 

or a third person, to solve the differences between them, 

"for peace sake and to avoid further troubles and (sic) 

22 

bludshead." In a footnote dated November 15» he complained 

about the seditious actions of some in the English towns 

acting in the name of Connecticut. 

An agreement was reached between Stuyvesant and the 

English towns of Gravesend, Oyster Bay, Newtown, Jamaica, 

Flushing, and Hempstead. Under it, the citizens of these 

towns became subjects of Charles II (the monarchy having been 

restored in England), but they were not to be connected with 

Connecticut in any way. The Dutch were to rule the Dutch 

towns until an agreement was reached between Charles and the 

States General. 

It can easily be inferred from the correspondence between 

Stuyvesant and the Directors that the latter either refused 

to believe that conditions were as critical as Stuyvesant 

described them or believed that in time the situation would 

right itself. It must be remembered that the Company was in-

terested in trade, and soldiers and arms are expenses that do 

not bring a profit. 

22Ibid., p. 53^. 

^Thompson, History of Long Island, p, 507• 
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Charles II brought matters to a head on March 12, 166*1-, 

when he granted "unto deerest brother, James, Duke of Yorke 

. . . Maine of New England . . . and also all that island or 

islands, commonly called . . . Long I s l a n d . T h e grant 

included, as well, all the remaining lands claimed by the 

Dutch as New Netherlands. 

The Duke of York named Colonel Richard Nicolls as his 

Deputy Governor to administer the c olony, and on May 15 > 1664 # 

Nicolls sailed from Plymouth, England, with 450 troops to 

occupy the territory. He docked first at Boston to arrange 

for the New Englanders to prepare an army to march west and 

south. This done, he boarded the ship "Guerney" and sailed 

for New Amsterdam. 

Stuyvesant's last plea to the Directors was made on 

August 4, 1664. It was a plea for the arms and ammunition 

necessary to defend New Amsterdam because, as he put it, 

". . . if lost, all is lost . . . to the dishonor and shame 

24 

of the nation and your faithful officers." No answer to 

this letter can be found in the Documents of New Netherlands. 

On August 19* Stuyvesant wrote directly to Nicolls on 

his frigate. On the twentieth, he received the following 

replyi 

^Thompson, History of Long Island, p. 5®7• 

24j3ocuments , XIV, 553 • 
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I received a letter by some worthy persons in-
structed by you. . . « desiring to know the intent 
of the approach of the English frigates j in return 
of which, I think it fit to let you know that his 
Majesty of Great Britain, whose right and title to 
these parts of America is unquestionable, well 
knowing how much it derogates from his crown and 
dignity to suffer any foreigners, how near soever 
they be allied, to usurp a dominion, and without 
his Majesty's royal consent to inherit, in these, 
or any other of his Majesty's territories, hath 
commanded me, in his name, to require a surrender 
of all such forts, towns, or places of strength 
which are now possessed by the Dutch under your com-
mand; and in his Majesty's name I do demand the town, 
situate on the island, commonly known by the name of 
Manhattoes, with all the forts thereunto belonging, 
to be rendered unto his Majesty's obedience and pro-
tection, into my hands. I am further commended to 
assure you, and every respective inhabitant of the 
Dutch nation, that his Majesty being tender of the 
effusion of Christian blood, doth by these presents 
confirm and secure to every man his estate, life 
and liberty, who shall readily submit to his gov-
ernment, And all those who shall oppose his 
Majesty's gracious intention, must expect all the 
miseries of a war, which they bring upon them-
selves. • . ,5 

Stuyvesant at first refused to surrender• However, 

pressure was being brought to bear on him from all sides. 

The Burgomasters of New Amsterdam and the citizens of the 

Dutch towns on Long Island were unwilling to forfeit their 

lives or their property in defense of a government they felt 

had not dealt fairly with them and whose precepts they had 

begun to question? Governor Winthrop advised surrender; 

Nicolls landed at Gravesend where he issued an order to raise 

25paul Bailey, Long Island, I, 60, 
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arras against the Dutch "in any Tovm or Village in the West 

end of this Island. . . . 

Finally, convinced that a "battle would only destroy the 

city with no chance of victory, Stuyvesant did surrender on 

the 26th day of August, 166k, The following morning twenty-

three Articles of .Surrender were signed. These terms, 

according to Thompson, were 

So framed as to protect the inhabitants in their 
rights civil and religious, as citizens of the new 
government; to remove or remain at their pleasure, 
and to carry on trade and commerce as British sub-
jects; the ports to be open to the Dutch vessels 
for six months; public writings and documents to 
be carefully preserved. All persons in office to 
remain therein till the time of a. new election} 
previous differences and contracts to be deter-
mined according to the manner of the Dutch; the 
officers, military, and soldiers to march out with 
their arms, drums beating, colors flying, and with 
lighted matches; and those disposed to continue in 
the country to have fifty acres of land set out 
for each of them.27 

The terms were ratified on September 8, 166^. 

After the surrender Stuyvesant returned to Holland where 

he gave the Directors of the Company a final report. He sub-

sequently returned to New Amsterdam, renamed New York, where 

he died in February of 1672. 

A Dutch fleet recaptured New York on July 30, 1673» and 

the colony was once again under Dutch rule. However, on 

February 19» 167^» Holland exchanged New Netherlands with 

^Documents, XIV, 555 • 

^Thompson, History of Long Island, p. 178. 
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England for the island of Surinam, thus relinguishing its 

claim to any part of North America. And so ended Dutch in-

fluence in New Netherlands. 

Long Island Becomes Part of New York Colony 

As was pointed out earlier, the majority of the people 

who settled Long Island were staunch Puritans who had migrated 

from New England. These people naturally felt closer to the 

New England colonies than they did to the Dutch colony of New 

Amsterdam whose culture was foreign to them. However, those 

living in the western end submitted to Dutch rule, at least 

nominally. The settlers in the eastern end were more inde-

pendent and submitted to no rule, though they aligned them-

selves with Connecticut for purposes of defense. 

By the terms of the treaty signed in 1650, the eastern 

end of the island was acknowledged to be under English domina-

tion. In 1662, the entire island was granted to Connecticut, 

the presence of the Dutch notwithstanding. By this act, a 

great deal of friction was generated and was not ended until 

the Dutch acknowledged the western towns to be under English 

rule. However, these were not to be aligned with any other 

English colony. 

Then, when King Charles II granted the island to his 

brother along with the other lands comprising New Netherlands, 

Long Island once again became part of what was to become the 

colony of New York, at least on paper. 
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When the Governor of Connecticut realized that his patent 

was null and void, he dropped his claim to Long Island, and, 

according to Thompson, 

. . . on seeing the letters patent to the Duke of 
York, informed the English on Long Island that 
Connecticut had no longer any claim to the island} 
that what they had done for them was for the wel-
fare of peace, and quiet settlement of his Majesty's 
subjects, they being the nearest organized govern-
ment, to them under his Majesty. But now that his 
Majesty's pleasure was fully signified by his letters 
patent, their jurisdiction had ceased and become 
null.zS 

Governor Richard Nicoils, on December 1, 1664, asked the 

Commissioners of Connecticut to inform the people of Long 

Island that he intended to meet with their deputies when the 

weather became warmer} that in the meantime they were still 

part of the Duke's patent; and, "that they may assure them-

selves of equall (if not greater freedomes & Imumityes) than 

any of his Maj^ e s Colonyes in New England, and that I shall 

be ready to promote the Trade and Encourage all Industrious 

2Q 
and sober people in their Plantations. ... 7 

In due time a convention was held to establish uniform 

laws for all the town on Long Island, New York City, and 

Westchester. At this convention the name of the territory 

was changed to Yorkshire. The towns on the east side of the 

1650 line became the East Riding; Oyster Bay, Flushing, 

^Thompson, History of Long Island, I, 178-179* . 

29pocuments, XIV, 561. 
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Hempstead, and Jamaica were joined with Westchester into the 

North Tiding. The balance of Long Island was made part of 

the West Riding. (See Map 2, Appendix A.) All the towns were 

to be issued new patents, and Matthias Nicoll, as Colonial 

Secretary, promulgated a list of laws called, "The Duke's 

Laws." According to Bailey, Governor Nicolls informed 

Governor Winthrop that he, himself, "made it my whole busi-

ness to prepare a body of laws, "30 while Flint contended that 

"'The Duke's Laws' fare] said to have been written by Lord 

31 

C l a r e n d o n . T h e important point regarding these laws, how-

ever, is not who actually wrote them but the fact that they 

were drawn up without consultation with the colonists. All 

the delegates to the convention could do was to ratify them, 

and they were not happy about doing this because, while the 

Laws permitted freedom of religion to Christians and trial 

by jury, they were far from what the people wanted. As Flint 

so aptly described the situation, 
The delegates were not satisfied, They had 

understood Nicoil's promises to mean equal freedom, 
or greater than that possessed by the New England 
colonies. They desired . . . that all civil offi-
cers should be chosen by the freemen, all military 
officers by the soldiersj that no magistrate should 
have a yearly maintenance f.salaryT ; that taxes 
should be Imposed only with the consent of deputies 
to a general court. The code allowed none of these 
privileges.32 

3°Paul Bailey, Long Island, I, 63. 

3-^Flint, Long Island before the Revolution, p. 301. 

32lbid., p. 302. 
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The Eastern towns were particularly incensed, because 

prior to their being included in the patent issued to the 

Duke of York, "the towns were not subject to the control of 

any colony nor had they any political connections with each 

o t h e r . E v e n their mild connections with Connecticut were 

for defense. They refused to renew their land patents and ' 

instead issued a "Narrative and Remonstrance." They also re-

fused to elect a constable and overseers. In a letter to the 

High Sheriff, dated April .19» 1666, governor Nicolls called 

these seditious practices and . . . wicked designs. 

Friction continued between the Eastern towns and the govern-

ment in New York City right through the administration of 

Governor Lovelace who replaced Nicolls on September 1, 1668# 

On October 9» l669» the Western towns of Hempstead, 

Jamaica, Oyster Bay, Flushing, Newtown, and Gravesend joined 

in a petition to the Governor.. While ten items were in-

cluded in this petition, the first was the most important. 

That what v/as promised upon our submission by 
Governor Nicolls and ye rest of his Majesties Com-
missioners should be made good to us viz; that we 
should be protected by his ma j"ties laws and enjoy 
all such privileges as other his maj"ties subjects 
in America do injoye wich privileges consist in 
advising-about and approving of all laws with ye 
Governor & his councell as may be for ye Good & 
benefit of ye Commonwelth . . . by such deputyes 
as shall yearely be chosen by ye freeholders of 
every Towne or Parish & likewise to be informed 

^Thompson, History of Long Island, 1,5* 

3^Documents. XIV, 577. 
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what is required of us his Maj^iss subjects by 
vertue of ye Commission granted from his R. H. 

ye Duke of Yorke.35 

The Governor and Council answered this petition by re-

futing all the promises made to the settlers. In addition, 

they denied the colonists' rights to pass laws and elect 

government officials. In fact, they went so far as to state, 

"there is nothing required of them fthe settlers! but obedi-

ence and submission to ye Lawes of ye Government as appeares 

by His R. H s s C o m i s s i o n . . . 

The tone of this answer was much the same as the tone 

of Stuyvesant's refutation of the Remonstrance of 1653• And, 

the colonists were no more willing to accept this denial of 

their rights than they were to accept denial by the Dutch, 

or the Puritan Church in New England. Their schoolmasters 

had taught them well, and they were determined to live by the 

precepts they had learned and believed in. 

On October 6, 1670, the Court of Assizes declared all 

land titles in Southampton invalid. Later that same year, 

all the towns on Long Island were ordered to pay a direct tax 

for repairs to the fort at New York City. Most of them re-

fused to do so and so informed the Court of Assises in writing. 

The Court noted the papers as "scandalous, illegal and sedi-

tious. For the next two years the hostility between the 

Governor and the towns on Long Island continued. 

35pocuments, p» 632. 

3^Ibid., p. 632 . 3?ibid., p. 6*1-6. 
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In l673» England and Holland were again at war. When 

a Dutch fleet arrived in New York's outer bay, the city's 

defenses were in no condition to repel it. When the attack 

came on July 30, Captain Manning, who was in charge of the 

fort, was forced to surrender within four hours. The City .of 

New York, the Dutch towns on Long Island, and Gravesend sub-

mitted to Dutch rule immediately. Hempstead, Newtown, Jamaica, 

Flushing, and Oyster Bay took the Oath of Allegiance a short 

time later. There was little resistance to the Dutch take-

over because the settlers were so disappointed with the 

English. The latter had spoken glowingly about freedom and 

promised the colonists a large measure of self-government, 

but, as was pointed out above, their actions ran counter to 

their words. They were very authoritarian. 

Captain Anthony Colve was appointed Governor, and he 

sent Commissioners to the East Riding to administer the Oath 

of Allegiance. Huntington and Brookhaven residents agreed 

to obey the Dutch Governor, "but refused any oath which might 

bind them to arm against the King of E n g l a n d . T h e other 

Eastern towns refused to submit to the Dutch., Rather, they 

pressed Connecticut for union with this colony. Connecticut, 

in reply, sent a small force over to Southold, and when the 

Dutch Councillors reached this town, the Connecticut repre-

sentatives told them that "the inhabitants of Southold were 

38Plint, Long Island before the Revolution, p. 311, 



25 

subjects of his- Majesty of England, and had nothing to do with 

orders or commissions of the Dutch. 

Van Steenwick, the Dutch Councillor, reported that "after 

many discussions pro and con, we took up our commission and 

papers, and having entered due protest left. . . They 

returned to New Orange (the new name for New York City) be-

cause they had been warned to keep away from Southampton and 

felt that under the circumstances they would be "unable to 

41 

effect anything and rather do harm than good" if they 

continued. 

The General Court in Connecticut declared war on the 

Dutch, and preparations were begun for a spring offensive. 

However, they came to nothing because Holland exchanged New 

Netherlands with England for the island of Surinam on 

February 19, 16?^, and New Orange became once again New York. 

The Duke of York chose Edmond Andros to govern his 

colony at that time. One of the new Governor's first acts 

was to order the Eastern towns to reappoint the constables 

and overseers who were in office prior to the recapture of 

the colony by the Dutch. Easthampton, Southampton, and 

Southold refused and, in a letter to Andros, questioned his 

authority over them. They contended that while the other 

towns 

39ibid., p. 312. 

^Documents, II, 657. ^~Ibid. 
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. , . were forced to subject unto or suffer fury 
of the Dutch—yett his Ma^ys Loyall Subjects in 
these three Towns, putting their lives in their 
hands . . . back'd with ye undeneyable Demonstra-
tion of . . . very loving Neighbors of his Ma^ 3 

Colony of Conecticott . . . never were in ye 

power of the Dutch. < . 

Thus, once again the colonists in the Eastern towns were 

asserting their independence of any higher authority. How-

ever, the Duke of York had been granted a second, much more 

specific patent which clearly delineated his territory, and 

Andros, using this patent as the basis for his actions, moved 

to bring the Eastern towns within his sphere of influence re-

gardless of the settlers' wishes. 

Thus, on November 26, 1674, he suspended the Court of 

Assizes in the East Riding, while placing Brookhaven and 

Huntington in the jurisdiction of the North Riding. Shortly 

thereafter, he asked Governor Winthrop to issue notice t.o 

the residents of the Eastern towns that "my reiterated 

Orders in his Ma^ e s name, forthwith j[arej to bee obeyed at 

their utmost P e r i l l s . O n the same day that he dispatched 

the above letter to Governor Winthrop, he ordered Captain 

Sylvester Salisbury to proceed to the Eastern towns to assure 

that his orders were complied with. 

Apparently these operations were successful, for he was 

able to write Governor Winthrop on December 28 to the effect 

^Documents, XIV, 681. 

^3ibid., p. 682. 
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that "concerning matters on the East End, all things are 

being setled quiet and. I think to General Satisfaction. 

Edmond Andros remained in office until May of 1681. 

And, up to the very end of his term as Governor, "Long Island 

was the centre of disaffection toward h i m . H o w e v e r , his 

imperious manner of dealing with people engendered much re-

sentment in all parts of the colony. The Duke became con-

cerned about the future of his holdings when he read reports 

of the above revolt and events taking place in other parts 

of New York. He saw fit to discuss the matter with William 

Penn, who was successfully governing Pennsylvania and 

Delaware. Penn suggested that the colonists be given some 

type of representative assembly. Thus, when Thomas Dongan 

arrived in August of 1683 to assume the post of Governor, he 

had with him instructions to convoke a legislative assembly. 

It was ironic that "by the persuasions of a Quaker did 

a Roman Catholic Prince give orders to a papistical governor 

to introduce a popular assembly elected by the people them-

selves,"^ for the majority of the settlers on Long Island 

who had fought longest and hardest for such an assembly were 

good Puritans to whom the Quaker and Catholic religions were 

"odious"^ faiths. 

^Documents, XIV, 681. 

^Thompson, History of Long Island, I, 233• 

^6Ibid. ^Ibid. 
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The assembly convened on October 17, 1683* It abolished 

the ridings of Yorkshire and in their place established 

counties. (See Map 3» Appendix A.) The three rebellious 

Eastern towns plus Huntington and Brookhaven, along with a 

new town created by the Assembly—Smithtown--located between 

the last two, became the County of Suffolk. The western 

boundary of this county was the old division line agreed on 

by the Dutch and English back in 1650. A Bill of Rights, 

entitled "The Charter of Liberties and Privilegeswas 

approved. 

Since they finally had achieved their aim of having re-

presentative government and a bill guaranteeing the rights 

they felt were God-given, the East-end colonists at last 

accepted the jurisdiction of the government in New York City, 

and truly became a part of New York. 

The Founding of the Town of Islip 

Islip Town has a unique place in the history of Long 

Island by virtue of the time and manner in which it was 

founded. The land on which Islip is located is one of the 

very few tracts that was not purchased from the Indians before 

the first Dutch surrender in 1664. In fact, Islip is the only 

original town on Long Island whose origin does not predate 

this surrender. And, while the other towns on the island were 

established by groups of men and their families with a com-

mon religion, who usually came from the same community in 
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New England.and who applied for a patent as a group, Islip 

traces its beginnings to patents granted to six men—William 

Nicoll, Andrew Gibb, Stephen Van Courtlandt, Thomas and 

Richard Willets, and John Mowbray—as individuals. These 

men did not have similar backgrounds, were of different re-

ligious persuasions, and when they settled on their land did. 

so as individuals rather than as a group. Each man estab-

lished his own domain and kept it separate from the others. 

They did not inauguarate a formal community government nor 

did they erect a church since their diversity of religious 

beliefs precluded the building of one church to serve all. 

Thus, Islip was not a town in the political sense until 

long after it was settled. 

The first patent for land in what is Islip was granted 

to William Nicoll, the sole surviving son of Matthias 
| i Q 

Nicoll, an important figure in New; York's history. Matthias 

came to America as the result of a letter sent to the Lord 

Chancellor of England, the Earl of Clarendon, by one Samuel 

Maverick. In this letter, Mr. Maverick cited Nicoll*s quali-

fications for the position of Secretary to the Commission 

that was to govern the Duke of York's holdings and recommended 

him in the following termss 

^®Early historians of Long Island, such as Munsell, as-
sumed that Matthias Nicoll was a nephew of Col. Richard 
Nicolls. However, the two were not related. Other historians, 
including Prime and Thompson, reported that Matthias Nicoll 
came from Islipe in Oxfordshire, but actually he came from 
Islip in Northamptonshire. 
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There . . . j[arej| two persons which I am well 
assured may (with your Lordship's approbation) be 
very useful. The one. Captain John Manning. . • • 
The other person is Mr. Matthias Nicoll who hath 
been bred a scholar and a student in Lincoln's Inn, 
and a good proficient, as by many I have been in-
formed? and had he now the time, he could have 
brought certificates from some searjeants-at-law 
and other eminent persons. By what I have seen and 
heard, I must humbly conceive he may be fit for a 
Secretary to.the Commission} and I hope after your 
Lordship hath had some discourse with him, you will 
approve of him so to be.^9 

The Lord Chancellor approved, and Nicoll was so engaged. 

In the same letter it was recommended that the Commis-

sioners be dispatched with speed. This suggestion was also 

approved, and the Commission, which included Colonel Richard 

Nicolls as Deputy Governor, Sir Robert Carr, George Cartwright, 

and the above Samuel Maverick as Joint Commissioners, and its 

staff sailed with the fleet that took control of New Amsterdam 

in 166^. Matthias Nicoll was known as Colonial Secretary, a 

title he held during the terms of office of Governors Nicolls 

and Lovelace. He became Mayor of the City of New York in 

1671 and was in office when the Dutch recaptured the city. 

Following the resumption of English rule in 1673, he was re-

appointed Colonial Secretary for the Colony of New York by 

Governor Andros. As Secretary, Nicoll was also a member of 

the Court of Assizes and was "styled as President.When 

the Assembly met in 1683» Matthias Nicoll was elected Speaker 

^Edward Holland Nicoll, The Descendants of John Nicoll 
of Islip, England (New York, lB9^), p. 10. 

5°Thorapscn, History of Long Island, II, p. 206. 
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C! 1 

arid, according to Rosalie Bailey,he later claimed author-

ship of most of the Charter of Liberties and Privileges which 

was approved by that body. 

Nicoll was accompanied to New York by his wife and five 

children. Three of the children later drowned in a boat 

upset in the East River. William Nicoll was able to swim to 

shore and save himself. In 1677» William returned to England 

with Governor Andros and entered the army. After serving in 

Flanders, he returned to New York where he undertook the 

study of law under his father's tutelage. The earliest report 

of his practice that has survived is one that recorded him as 

an attorney.for the Town of Hempstead in a land controversy 

involving "Cow Neck"(Manhasset) in 1682. His father had pur-

chased land on Gov/ Neck in 1670, and had been granted two 

patents on it: one in 1670, the second in 1677* William was 

awarded land in the same area for winning the above case. 

On November 29, 1683, William purchased a tract of land 

from Winnaquaheagh, Sachem (Chief) of the Secatogue Indians. 

This tract included 
All that neck, tract, piece or parcel of land 

situate, lying and being on the South Side of Long 
Island bounded on the East by a certaine River 
called Conattquut Ctoday called Great Riverj, on • 
the South by the Sound JPtoday called Great South 
BayJ , on the West by a certaine River called 
Cantasquutab, and on the North by a right line from 

5lRosalie Bailey, The Nicoll Family ana Isllp Grange 
(New York, 19^0), p. 9. 
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the head of said River called Conattquut to the 
head of the beforeraent i.oned River called 
Cantasquutab.52 (See Map 4, Appendix A.) 

Governor Dongan ratified the purchase on December 5* 

with a patent that described the land, and added, 

To be holden . . . in free and common Soccage 
... . YIELDING and paying there fore yearly . . . 
as a quitt rent for His Royll Hignss use Five • . 
Bushells of good winter wheate or Five and Twenty 
Shillings . . . att the Gitty of New Yorke on or 
before the five and twentyth day of March yearly.53 

This was the first land grant in what was to become the 

town of Islip. 

In addition to his other land holdings, William also 

had land in Brookhaven. The Brookhave.n Town Records show 

that in 167^ the town granted to "Cap^ Nickols (Matthias) 

. . . a home lot [ten acresj ,"-5̂  which Matthias "have freely 

given unto his Son W i l l i a m . T h e younger Nicoll subse-

quently purchased other lands in this town. 

A second, patent was issued on November 1, 1686, by 

Governor Dongan to William Nicoll on his land in Islip, which 

included all the lands in the original patent and added those 

bounded "on the South by the Sound or Bay. On the West by a 

Certaine Greek or River Galled or Known By the name of 

^Transcription of the original deed made by Guion 
Thompson of the Thompson Family of Litchfield, Connecticut, 
possessors of the deed. 

^ O r i g i n a l patent, Archives, Long Island Historical 
Association, Brooklyn, New York. 

5^Records of the Town of Brookhaven, Book A, p. 16. 

55ibid., p. 3» 
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Wingatthappagh and-on the North by a Right Line from the head 

of the said Creek or River. . . ."56 

At this time William Nicoll had the position of Clerk of 

Queens County, while his father held the position of Judge of 

the county as well as being one of the two Justices of the 

Court of Oyer and Terminer. William continued to reside in' 

Cow Neck during this period, and there is no record of his 

ever having appointed anyone to live on his property in 

Suffolk. However, two years later, in June of 1688, he 

accepted another patent from Governor Dongan which added, 

"all those Islands and Small Isles of Sandy Land, & Marsh 

. . . being on the South Side of Long Island between the in-

lett or Gutt, and the lands of the said William Nicoll, at 

<7 

a Certaine River called Conetquut. . . 

The year 1688 was an eventful one for William Nicoll. 

On May 17, he was appointed Attorney General of New York by 

Governor Dongan. During the following month he acquired the 

land referred to above, and in July he married Anne Van 

Rensselaer, widow of the Patroon of Rensselaerwick. Through 

this marriage he became aligned with some of the oldest 

families in New York, including the Schuylers, the Livingstons, 

the Philipses, and the Van Courtlandts. 

^Original patent. Long Island Historical Society. 

5?Thompson, History of Long Island, II, p. 350• 
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However, at the very time that Nicoll's star seemed to 

be rising highest, changes* were being effected in the govern-

ment which would adversely affect him, his friends, and his 

relatives and, indeed, all the colonists in New York, New 

Jersey, and New England. Charles II, "sitting in the midst 

of his frivolous court, turned pale, sickened and died £on 

February 16, 16853, leaving the Duke of York to carry on as 

James II. The new king renewed Governor Dongan's commis-

sion at this time but "with drastic curtailment of the people's 

rights, even to a ban on printing presses."59 This action 

was indicative of the manner in which James dealt with all 

his subjects. He was a firm believer in the "Divine Right 

of Kings" and abrogated many of the rights the people of 

England and her colonies had enjoyed under his brother. This 

haughtiness was made more intolerable to the English people 

by the fact that James was a Catholic, a religion that was 

particularly offensive to them. 

On July 28, 1688, Governor Dongan was ordered to relin-

quish his office to Edmond Andros. Andros had been since' 

1686 the Governor of all New England, and to his territory 

New York and New Jersey were then added. Andros appointed 

Colonel Francis Nicholson as Lieutenant Governor of New York. 

Flint contended that "he was even more obnoxious to Long 

58"Manna-hatin," The Story of New York (New York, 1929), 
p. 62. 

59paul Bailey, Long: Island, I, 73* 



35 

Island than has been the Viceroy fAndros^ h i m s e l f . T h i s 

appointment signaled the demise of the colonial government 

system as it was functioning. 

In what has become known as the "Glorious Revolution," 

James was deposed on December 23, 1688, and. his Protestant 

daughter, Mary, assumed the throne to rule jointly with her 

husband, William of Orange (who resigned as King William III 

of Holland). 

Andros was in Boston in April, 1689, when news of the 

change reached that city. He was immediately incarcerated. 

On June 3» 1689, Jacob Leisler, with the support of some 

citizens of the city, seized control of the government of 

New York in the name of King William. However, there was 

opposition to Leisler's action, particularly among the 

leading merchants of the city who were members of various 

trade monopolies that had been established under Governor 

Dongan. One leader of this opposition was William Nicoll. 

He refused to surrender his commission as Attorney General 

to Leisler and was imprisoned for this, as well as other 

acts. Writing about his famous ancestor, Edward Nicoll . 

asserted that 

William Nicoll was a firm friend of liberty, 
and, (sic) with the leading men of the colony, sided 
with the Revolution in favor of William and Maryj 
But he was decidedly opposed to the rash and ar-
bitrary measures of Leisler and his adherents. He 

60 'Flint, Long Island before the Revolution, p. 32. 
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did not hesitate to openly and emphatically avow 
his opinions and called Leisler a "German up-
start 61 

Another leader of the opposition was Stephen Van 

Courtlandt, Anne Van Rensselaer Nicoll*s uncle. A warrant 

was issued for his arrest also, but he avoided capture. 

Leisler convened an Assembly at which the monopolies 

were voted out of existence. But his days as a leader were 

numbered. In March of 1691, a newly-appointed Governor 

arrived in New York. William Nicoll was released from jail 

and made a member of the Governor's Council the same day. 

Leisler was arrested for treason, and Nicoll was one of the 

attorneys for the prosecution at his trial. Leisler was 

found guilty and sentenced, to be hanged. Before his appeal 

could be heard, the sentence was carried out. 

From 1691 until his retirement in .1718, William Nicoll 

was among the leaders of the colonial government in New York. 

During this time also, he added to his land holdings in 

Islip. In 1697, he was granted two patents which completed 

his acquisitions in this area. The first one was on June 17 

and gave Nicoll permission to purchase the following land 

from the Indians 1 

. . .{that! bounded North by the county Road, East 
by a line to be drawn from the head of a River 
called Peatuck, South by the land of said William 
Nicoll and Andrew Gibb and West by a line to be 
drawn from the head, of a River called Orowake, to 

^Nicoll, The Descendants of John Nicoll, p. 16. 
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Run Northerly to the county Road, aforeseadj to-
gether with the Pond called Raconckony. . . .' 

The purchase was made on September 1^, 1697* 

On September 20, Nicoll received his final patent. In 

this deed, his ownership of the land included in the four 

previous patents granted him was confirmed, and the following 

acreage was added to his domaini 

. . . £thatj bounded Easterly by a Brook or River 
to the Westward of a Point called the Blew Point 
. . . And a North and be East line from the head 
of Said River to the country road thence along the 
Said River westerly untill it Bears North and be 
East to the head of Orawake River. . . ."3 

The quitrent on the property was reduced to "paying therefore 

yearly and Every year forever At our City of New Yorke on the 

Annunciation of Our Blessed Virgin Mary JjVlarch 2f>] . . . the 

Annua11 Rent of Six Shillings." 

The total area covered by the five patents was over 

51,000 acres. It included one-half of the present town of 

Islip. (See Map Appendix A.) 

The second man to be granted a patent in what is now 

Islip was Andrew Gibb. Gibb has been described as a "merchant 

of Setukett jfthe old name for BrookhavenJ He had land 

62prom the original patent now owned by the Thompson 
family of Litchfield, Connecticut. 

63From the original archives, Long Island Historical 
Society, 

64Ibid, 

^ B r o o k h a v e n Town Records, Book A, p. 59• 
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holdings in Brookhaven which he had inherited from his father 

and which he enlarged by purchasing additional acreage from 

Matthias Nicoll in 1680. His activities apparently encom-

passed the political' area as well, as the mercantile, for with 

the creation of- -county government in 1683 he was elected the 

first Supervisor.. He served in this capacity until 1686 when 

he became Town Clerk for the town of Brookhaven and one of 

f\£s 

its seven "first moderne trustees." In 1688, he replaced 

William Nicoll as Clerk of Queens County, a position he held 

until he was removed by Jacob Leisler. He refused to sur-

render the papers of his office to Daniel Denton, the man 

Leisler had appointed County Clerk, and on January 1, 1690, 

Leisler issued a warrant for his arrest. Apparently, however, 

he avoided capture and returned to Brookhaven. 

On March 26, 1692, Governor Slaughter issued Gibb a 

patent for the land to the west of William Nicoll's holdings, 

which was described as followst 
All that certain tract of vacant land on Long 

Island Commonly Called and known by the name of 
Winganhappagne Neck, being Bounded on the East by 
Winganhoppagne River, South by the Bay, West by 
Orewake River and North by a Right Line from the 
Head of Winganhoppagne River to the Head- of Orewake 
River. 

The quitrent on this patent was four shillings annually. 

^original Patent, Archives, Brookhaven Town Hall. 

6?Book of Land Patents, Secretary of State Office, 
Albany, VI, 3?2. 
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The third patentee was Stephen Van Courtlandt, William 

Nicoil's uncle-in-law. He was granted a patent for 

A neck of land on the South Side . . . in 
Suffolk County, called by the Indian name of 
Sagtakoos . . . being Bounded West by Oakenock 
Creek to an Indian Footpath, and North By the Foot-
path to the Saghtakoos Creek and East By the east 
Bank of Saghtakoos Creek as it Runs to the Bay, 
and South by the Bay . . 

by Benjamin Fletcher on October 9» 1693• Fletcher had re-

placed Slaugher as Governor in August of 1692. The quitrent 

was one shilling. 

Richard and Thomas Willets received their patent from 

Governor Fletcher on October 10, 1695* Thomas Willets was 

another of-Jacob Leisler's opponents and he too escaped 

imprisonment• 

The Willets* patent gave - them control over the land 

On the Bank of Oakeneck Creeke and from thence 
Running alongst said Creeke as it Runns to the Bay 
. . . then By the bay to Somowams Creeke then by 
said creeke to the head thereof . . . to the . . . 
Northwest bounds of Coll Cortlandts land . . . and 
thence to Oakeneck Creeke. . . ,°9 

The last of the original settlers to be granted land in 

Islip was John Mowbray. He was the only one of the founding 

fathers who was not involved in politics and the only one 

who did not receive the right to purchase Indian lands- from 

one of the Governors of New York. He was living in Islip at 

Original Patent possessed by David Lion Gardiner, 
East Hampton, New York. 

^Book of Land Patents, VII, 7• 
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the time he purchased the right to buy the remaining Indian 

lands in the area from Ebenezer Wills on. Willson v/as a 

friend and associate of William Nicoll and Andrew Gibb. He 

held many public offices in New York City, including that of 

mayor. He was also a leading opponent of Jacob Leisler. In 

fact, it was he who raised a company of soldiers to force. 

Leisler out of office upon Governor Slaughter's arrival in 

the city. As a reward for faithful service, Fletcher gave 

Willson permission to buy from the Indians the land adjoining 

Gibb's. In addition, he was granted land rights in New York 

City and had acquired real estate holdings in the Hudson 

Valley. 

However, while Willson acted as a witness for Nicoll 

and Gibb on at least one occasion when he witnessed an agree-

ment between the two men to build a mill on Gibb's land and 

witnessed Nicoll's indenture regarding the disposition of his 

71 

lands upon his death, he was apparently too involved with 

his other holdings to take possession of his land in Islip. 

So, he sold his rights to Mowbray. Mowbray, in turn, pur-

chased the land from the Indians and on October 8, 1708, 

received a patent covering the land, 

7°Por a more extensive list of Ebenezer V/ills on's ser-
vices and his land awards, see I. N. Phelps Stokes, The 
Iconography of Manhattan Island (New York, 1915-1928),VI, 67^. 

^Both these documents are in the Archives of the Long 
Island Historical Society, Brooklyn, New York. 
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Beginning from the South "bay, up Orawak brook 
or river, to the Country road . . . and from thence 
along the said Country Road westerly till it comes 
to the east Brook of Apple Tree Meek (Sagtikos 
Creek) south, from thence along the South Bay to 
the mouth of Orawack Brook or River. 

Although William Nicoll's holdings in Islip covered over 

sixty square miles, he continued to live at Cow Neck or New 

York City, in "both of which places he maintained homes, until 

1701 when he was elected to serve in the Colonial Legislature 

as a delegate from Suffolk County. When he presented himself 

to the Assembly, his qualifications to sit were questioned. 

After investigation, a committee ruled that he was not quali-

fied to sit because he did not meet the residency requirement. 

The Assembly thereupon approved the following resolution! 

Refolved, that Mr. Nicoll be no longer a Member 
of this Houfe; but be, and is diffmiffed from any 
further attendance on the Service of this Houfe. 

Ordered, That the Speaker iffue out his Warrant 
to the Clerk of the Crown, to make out a new Write 
for the electing of a Member to ferve in this Houfe 
for the County of Suffolk, in the Room of the Faid 
William Nicoll, Efq.; difmiffed from the Service of 
this Houfe.73 

Nicoll then proceeded to erect a home on the western end 

of his estate (where Hecksher State Park is today) and called 

it Islip Grange. He maintained his home there until he died 

in 1722, In 1702, the Assembly was dissolved and Nicoll was 

"^Original Patent, Archives, Islip Town Hall, Islip, 
New York. 

73Journal of the Votes & Proceedings of the Colonial 
Assembly of the Colony of New York (New York), p. 117. 
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elected to the new Assembly. He served without interruption 

as a member from 1702 until 1718 when he retired as Speaker 

of the House due to ill health, 

Andrew Gibb, with his wife and. son, moved onto his 

holdings shortly after his patent was granted. It can be 

assumed that he acted as caretaker for Nicoll's property until 

the latter took possession of it in 1701. Earlier in that 

year, "William Nicoll of the City of New York, Gentleman of 

the one part, and Andrew Gibb now of Islip Grange . . • 

gentleman of the other part," agreed to mutually pay the 

costs of building a grist and saw mill on Gibb's side of the 

Winganhoppogue River. However, Andrew Gibb disappeared sub-

sequent to William Nicoll's move to Islip, and his life from 

that time on was shrouded, in mystery. In 1890, Mrs. Charles 

Hilton Brown, a genealogical expert of Smithtown, stated in 

a letter that she could find no records or will of Andrew Gibb, 

and "what became of him and his estate is unknown and has long 

been an historical p u z z l e . M a n y historians, up to and in-

cluding George Weeks, the present Historian of the Town of 

Islip (1970), have attempted to trace Gibb's whereabouts sub-

sequent to 1701, but to no avail. Mr. Weeks did find records 

of an Andrew Gibb who died in Fordham, New York, in 1720, 

but after a careful investigation was satisfied that this 

^Indenture, Archives, Long Island Historical Society. 

75charles E. Lawrence Collection, The Smithtown Library. 
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was not the Andrew Gibb who had lived in Islip. In 1720, 

his son was in possession of his land. 

Stephen Van Courtlandt occupied his land for at least 

part of the year with his wife and three sons, In 1697» he 

built a house that was later expanded by the subsequent 

owners to become the Sagtikos Manor House, which still stands 

today. The patent was sold in its entirety by Van Courtlandt *s 

widow in 1706 to Timothy Carle of Huntington. The Carle 

family, in turn, sold the estate to Judge Jonathan Thompson 

in 1758• Judge Thompson's daughter married into the Gardiner 

family, and the Gardiners still own the manor house, although 

they have gradually over the last 100 years sold off bits and 

piece of the tract. 

The Willets brothers, together with their families, 

settled on their holdings shortly after their patent was 

issued. They, like their neighbors the Nicoil's, the Gibb's, 

and the Van Courtlandt's, kept their holdings intact. 

John Mowbray, on the other hand, seemed anxious to sub-

divide his land. This can be deduced by the fact that in 

1720, when the first list of freeholders (men who held title 

to land in the town) was drawn up, the estates of all the 

patentees except Mowbray were still uncut. Therefore, the 

other freeholders listed must have obtained their land from 

Mowbray. 

On November 25, .1710» the Colonial Assembly passed an 

act which defined the limits of the town of Islip as being 
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"from the westernmost limits of the land of Thomas Willets 

to the easternmost part of the lands of William NicoH."^ 

This act also enabled "the precincts of Islip in the County 

of Suffolk to elect two assessors, a collector, constable 

and supervisor . . .[the officials of town government^ . 

However, almost ten years passed before the residents of. . 

such precincts saw fit to establish a government. The first 

written record is dated April 1, 1720, and reads as follows s 

Precinct of Islip.— At a meeting of the Said 
Precinct the first Tuesday in April, being the Sixth 
Year of the Reign of our Soveraign Lord King George 
over Great Brittain &c., Annoq Pom. 1720, It was by 
a Majority of votes then and there ordered and Agreed 
as followeth, viz? Benja. Nicoll, Esq., Supervisor 
for ye Year Ensuing; Thomas Willits & John Mowbray, 
Assessors? Isaac Willits, Collector; James Saxton, 
Constable. 

One reason for the long delay in establishing a town 

government was undoubtedly to avoid the payment of tax on 

the land. Most of the acreage within the town limits was 

held by four families who owned land on which they were paying 

taxes in other towns. Therefore, it would be to their advan-

tage to keep Islip without a formal government as long as 

possible and thus keep it without an assessor or collector 

of taxes. 

"^Colonial Laws of. New York, 5 vols. (1664-1775) 
(Albany, I896), I, 723. 

7?Ibid. 

?%inutes Book of the Town of Islip (Islip, New York), 
I, 1. 



CHAPTER II 

COLONIAL EDUCATION ON LONG ISLAND 

Education under the Dutch 

When the Dutch settled New Netherlands, they brought with 

them a well-developed educational system.- Both boys and girls 

in Holland received elementary instruction because "the de-

sire to make each child participate intelligently in the 

services of the Church was the chief inducement for parents 

to send their children to school." The school's curriculum 

was supervised by the Church, and a religious theme was used 

in teaching the 3 R's. In the smaller Dutch communities, the 

schools were integral parts of the Church. The Synod of Dort 

(1618-1619), at which the Creed of the Dutch Reformed Church 

was given its final form, required that schools be instituted 

in all communities and that the children of the poor receive -

a free education. Teachers had to be licensed by the Church. 

In fact, in 1586, an order was issued to the effect that 

The Consistory or Classis was to certificate 
all schoolmasters after an examination first as to 
purity of walk and then in knowledge and Godliness. 
. . . All schoolmasters must first subscribe to 
the confessions of the Netherland's Church. 

^Alexander C. Flick, History of the State of New York 
in Ten Volumes (New York, 1933)»I» 197» 

^William H. Kilpatrick, The Dutch Schools of New 
Netherlands and Colonial New York, United States Bureau of 
Education Bulletin No. 22, 1912 (Washington, D.C.), p. 22, 

^5 
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However, in many areas of Holland the people adhered to 

either the Lutheran or the Catholic precepts, and the teachers 

in the schools in these areas did not submit to the Classis 

of the Dutch Reformed Church. Nevertheless, the government 

did not permit the shuttering of these schools. As one author 

summed up the situation, "in .such ways did political expedi-

ency thwart religious zeal. The schools remained the joint 

concern of both church and state, with the state the dominant 

party 

The first reference to education in New Netherlands is 

found in the Charter of Freedom and Exemptions issued on 

June 7, 1629, by the Dutch West India Company. Clause XX'/II 

of said Charter stated 

The patroons and colonists shall in particular 
endeavor as quickly as possible to find some means 
whereby they may support a minister and a school-
master, that thus the service of God and zeal for 
religion may not grow cool and be neglected among 
them, and they shall for the first procure a com-
forter of the sick there.^ 

In I.638, the Company made it obligatory for "each house-

holder and inhabitant . . . £tc[} bear such tax and public 

charge as shall hereafter be considered proper for the main-

tenance of clergymen, comforters of the sick, and like neces-

sary officials. 

3Ibid., p. 24. 

^"Documents . II, 557 • 

^Documents, I, 112. 
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Schooling in New Amsterdam 

Most historians give 1633 as the date of the founding 

of the first school in New Netherlands and Adam Roelants as 

the first schoolmaster. However, according to Kilpatrick 

this school was not actually established until about "April 1, 

1638." Kilpatrick assumed that Roelants served a four-year 

term, being replaced by Jan Stevensen in the spring of 164-2, 

Stevensen, in turn, served until 1648 when he returned to 

Holland, For the following two years school was kept by 

several temporary teachers. Apparently, however, the people 

were not pleased with this arrangement, for on July 28, 1649, 

the nine "-man Council of New Netherlands issued what has been 

referred to as "The Great Remonstrance" or "Remonstrance of 

New Netherland," which included a complaint about the lack 

of a schoolhouse and schoolmaster in the following terms: 

There should be a public school, provided with 
at least two good masters, so that first of all in 
so wild a country, where there are so many loose 
people, the youth may be well taught and brought 
up, not only in reading and writing, but also in 
the knowledge and fear of the Lord, As it is now, 
the school is kept very irregularly, one and another, 
keeping it according to his pleasure and as long as 
he thinks proper. 

The bowl has been going around a long time for 
the purpose of erecting a common school, and it has 
been built with words, but as yet the first stone 

^William H. Kilpatrick, "The Date of the First School 
in New Netherlands," The Educational Review (November, 1909), 
p. 392. 
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is not laid. Some materials only are provided. 
The money, nevertheless, given for the purpose has 
already found its way out and is mostly spent, or 
may even fall short, and for this purpose also, no 
fund invested in real estate has ever been built 
up,? 

To protect his administration, Stuyvesant sent Secretary 

Van Tienhoven to Holland to rebut the charges in the Remon-

strance. Speaking about the alleged, lack of proper insturc-

tion, Van Tienhoven stated 

Meanwhile, there is the place designated for 
a school where school is kept by Jan Cornelissen. 
The other schoolmasters keep school in hired houses; 
so that the youth, considering the circumstances of 
the country, are not in want of schools.8 

And, in reply to the charge that the funds collected for the 

purpose of building a schoolhouse were used for other purposes 

instead, he asserted 

Although the new school towards which the com-
monalty had contributed something is not yet built, » 
the Director has no management of the money, but 
the Church Wardens have, and the Director is busy 
in providing material.9 

On February 16, 1650, the Directors informed Stuyvesant 

that "we have engaged, a schoolmaster who is to serve also as 

comforter of the sick."10 . The man so engaged was Weillem 

Verstius (also spelled Vestensz), who arrived- in New Amsterdam 

in the latter part of 1650. 

^Narratives of New Netherlands, pp. 327, 353* Digested 
in Documents, I, 33^* 

®Ibid., p. 362, and in Documents,I, k2k, 

9Ibid., p. 362, and in Documents,I. 3^0. 

•^Colonial Documents. XIV, 107# 
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Verstius taught school until he was replaced by Harmanus 

van Hobocken on March 23, 1655* According to Kilpatrick he 

was the only schoolmaster until that time, but a letter to 

Stuyvesant dated April 4, l6$2, mentioned one Jan de la 

Montagnie whom the Directors stated they had appointed pro-

visionally, "and you may use the building of the city tavern 

1 1 
if you find it suitable." The building referred to was not 

being used as a tavern at that time, "but had become a public 

12 

storehouse." "Later this building became the stadhuys, or 

city hall."13 

Thus, it is possible that Verstius and de la Montagnie 

taught at the same time, in the City Tavern building. The 

Council had requested "two good masters" in the Great Remon-

strance, and it is quite possible that this was the Directors' 

answer to that request. However, de la Montagnie taught only 
1 ll 

for a "few months," 

Harmanus van Hobocken served until Cctober 17, 1661. 

Evidently, when he assumed the position, the schoolhouse was 

still not a reality because he petitioned the Council to per-

mit him to use a room and hall- in the stadhuys, but the 

Council chose instead to rent him a house for 100 Guilders 
per year 

^Documents , XIV, 169. 

•^Kilpatrick, The Dutch Schools of New Netherlands, p. 99• 

^3ibid. 

^Ibid. ^Ibid., p. 65. 



50 

The last of the schoolmasters engaged by the Company to 

teach in New Amsterdam was Evert Pietersen, who replaced 

van Hobocken. He was conducting the school when the Dutch 

surrendered to the English and continued his duties under 

the auspices of the new government. Shortly after Pietersen*s 

arrival in the City, the burgomasters issued the following. 

"Instructions and Rules * . . with advice-of the Director 

General and Council"t 

1. He shall take good care that the children 
coming to his school, do so at the usual hour, 
namely, at eight in the morning and one in the 
afternoon. 

2, He must keep good discipline among his 
pupils. 

3,. He shall teach the children and pupils the 
Christian Prayers , commandment's , baptism, Lord's 
Supper and the questions with answers of the cate-
chism , which are taught here every Sunday afternoon 
in the church. 

k. Before school closes, he shall let the 
pupils sing some verses and a psalm. 

5. Besides his yearly salary he shall be 
allowed to demand and receive from every pupil 
quarterly as follows: For each child whom he 
teaches the a b c, spelling and reading, 30 st.j 
for teaching to read and write, 50 st.; for teaching 
to read, write and cipher, 60 st.; from those who 
come in the evening and between times pro rata a 
fair sum. The poor and needy who ask to be taught 
for God's sake he shall teach for nothing. 

6. He shall be allowed, to demand and receive 
from everybody who makes arrangements to- come to. 
his school and. comes before the first half of the 
quarter preceding the first of December next, the 
school dues for the quarter, but nothing from those 
who come after the first half of the quarter. 

7. He shall not take from anybody more than 
is herein stated. 

Thus done and decided by the Burgomasters of the 
City of Amsterdam in N. N., November 4, 1661.16 

1 
Kilpatrick, The Dutch Schools in New Netherlands, 

pp. 67-68. 
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This list of instructions is interesting because it il-

lustrates so succinctly the major components of curriculum 

and administration of the public schools, not only under the . 

Dutch but under the English and American systems of govern-

ment as well until the beginning of the twentieth century. 

It also illustrates the high value the Burgomasters placed ' 

on education, particularly the ability to read. Hence, it 

can be assumed from the records cited herein that the City 

of New Amsterdam maintained a system cf elementary education 

almost continuously from 1638 until the First Surrender. 

For those who were not disposed, to enroll their children 

in the public school, there were alternatives available in 

the form of private institutions of learning that operated 

throughout most of the Dutch period. Early records indicate 

that the Nine Men (the Council) held their meetings in a 

17 

private school established by.a David Provoost. The private 

schools were regulated by the government, and the consent of 

the Director General was essential for their operation. This 

consent was not a "rubber stamp" given to anyone who requested 

permission to open a school, as the following excerpts from 

the Minutes of the Council show, These passages are in ref-

erence to a Jacobus van Corlear who apparently was operating 

a school without having applied for the required permission, 

or consent. 

1 "^Documents, XIV, ^24. 
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The first entry was dated February 19, 1658, and it 

ordered 

The HonD^-e Fiscal deSille . . . to proceed to 
the house of Jacobus van Corlear who for some time 
past has undertaken to keep a school in this city 
and for weighty reasons . . . to order the same to 
cease holding school until he has asked for and 
obtained the consent in proper form. 

On March 19> 1658, van Gorlear presented a petition for per-

mission to keep school, but the Council decreed that the power 

To keep a school and appoint a schoolmaster 
descends absolutely from the jus patronatus. In 
virtue thereof, the Director General and Council 
have for good reasons forbidden it to Jacobus van 
Corlear who arrogated the same to himself without 
their order and they persist in their resolution 
and interdict.19 

Their final word on the subject was given on March 26, I658, 

when they stated they had 

Received another petition from Jacobus van 
Corlear asking permission to keep a school. For 
weighty reasons the Director General and Council 
decreet nehil.2® 

The Council Minutes for August 13 , 1658indicate that 

a petition was received from one "Jan Lubberts requesting con-

sent to' open school for instruction in reading, writing and 

arithmetic. The request is granted provided he behaves as 

such a person ought to b e h a v e . T h i s wording would seem 

to indicate that the Council would rescind its consent if its 

members were not pleased with the schoolmaster's conduct. 

-^Documents, XIV, 412. 

19Ibid. 

20Ibid,, p. 413. 21Ibid., p. 424. 
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Secondary education was available in New Amsterdam during 

the latter part of the Dutch regime. There is some difference 

of opinion as to when the first secondary, or "Latin,M school 

was founded. Kilpatrick believes that the letter to Director 

General Stuyvesant dated April k, l6$2, advising him of the 

provisional appointment of Jan de la Montagnie referred to . 

the establishment of a Latin school with de la Montagnie as 

first "usher." It is his opinion that the passage in the 

Documents, which reads as follows, was translated improperlyj 

We also agree with your proposition to estab-
lish a public school and believe a "beginning might 
be made with one schoolmaster who could be engaged 
at a yearly salary of 200 to 250 Guilders. We re-
commenji for this position Jan de la Montagnie whom 
we have provisionally appointed to it, and you may 
use the building of the city tavern if you find it 
suitable.22 

It would seem more logical, however, that the school referred 

to in the above passage was indeed a public, or elementary, 

school to be set up in a separate building to appease the 

•burgomasters who were still waiting for a school building to 

be erected, (See page 49.) 

The first reference to a Latin school in the Documents 

appears in the ninth paragraph of a three-page letter the 

Directors wrote to Stuyvesant on May 20, 1658, which read 

as followsi 

Domine Drisius has repeatedly expressed to us 
his opinion that he thought it advisable to estab-
lish there a Latin school for the instruction and 

^Documents . XIV, 169. 
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education of the young people, offering thereto 
his own services. Although we have no objection 
to this project, we communicate it to you so that 
if you, too, consider it desirable you may make an 
experiment by opening such a school there. 'But 
you must not fail to inform us how such an institu-
tion can be managed to the best advantage of the 
community and kept up with the least expense to 
the company.^3 

In the wording there is no hint of any such school having 

been established prior to that time. Evidently, the project 

was a success and the Directors decided to make the school 

a permanent institution, for they wrote to Stuyvesant on 

April 25, I659, advising him 

How much trouble we have taken to find a Latin 
schoolmaster is shown by the fact that now one, 
Alexander Carolus Cursius, late Professor of Lithuania 
• goes over whom we have engaged as such at a yearly 
salary of 500 Florins, board included. We give him 
also a present of .100 Florins in merchandise to be 
used by him upon his arrival there, as you may learn 
by the enclosed, extract from our resolutions, or by 
the contract made with him to which we refer for 
brevity sake. ^ 

The Council appointed. Cursius as "Latin schoolmaster for 

N. Netherlands" and granted him land "convenient for a garden 

or orchards." In addition, it gave him permission "to give 

private instructions as far as this can be done without 

2<5 

prejudice to his duties for which he is engaged." 

Cursius remained as head of the Latin school until l66l, 

when he was dismissed by the Directors. The burgomasters had 

^Documents, XIV, 418-419. 

2**lbid., p. 436. 25ibid., p. 43? 
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complained that he "does not keep strict discipline over the 

boys in his school, who fight among- themselves and tear the 

clothes from each other's bodies, which he should prevent or 

punish." His reply blamed, the burgomasters themselves for 

the unruliness of their children. He complained that "£myj 

hands are bound, as some people do not-wish to have their. 

children punished, and , . , request that the burgomasters 

27 

would make a rule or law for the school." Following Cursius' 

dismissal, the school lapsed for approximately a year. In 

May of 1662, Aegidius Luyck was appointed to take over as 

Director of the Latin school. He had come to the City first 

"for the private instruction of the Director General's 
28 

children." Luyck continued as head of the Latin school 

until the Dutch surrender. He.returned to Holland with 

Stuyvesant in 1665. 

Education in the Dutch Towns 

While elementary and secondary education was steadily 

developed in New Amsterdam from the earlier 1600's, the same 

was not true of the Dutch towns on Long Island. In 165?* the 

Ministers of New Amsterdam informed the Class-is in Amsterdam 

"that so far as we know, not one of these places, Dutch or 
20 

English, has a schoolmaster." ' 

^Kilpatrick, The Dutch Schools in New Netherlands, p. 104. 

^?Ibid. . ^Documentst jlt 469. 

^The Ecclesiastical Records, I, 398# 
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The first record cf a Dutch town on Long Island contem-

plating the building of a schoolhouse appeared in the Minutes 

of the Council of January 29, 1658, when the Magistrates of 

Midwout (Platbush) petitioned, "that another lot of twenty-

five morgans . . . be used for the support of a school. 

The Town Records indicate that a school was in operation in 

31 

the town but do not indicate who was teaching. On June 9, 

1660, the town engaged Reynier Bastiaensen van Giesen to act 

as "process server to the schepens' court, , . . to serve the 

the church in leading the singing, and in reading, to arrange 

the seats, to ring the bell, and furthermore, to hold school, 

to dig graves, and to look after everything else that is 

needful t h e r e t o . T h e Town Records for the same date in-

dicate further that the first schoolhouse was built for 173 

Guilders and two Stivers. So, van Giesen had a schoolhouse 

in which to instruct his pupils. School was held regularly 

in Flatbush right through the Revolutionary War, and it was-, 

all this time, a Dutch school. The names of all the school-

masters and events occurring during their respective tenures 

of office have been recorded by Kilpatrick.-^ 

Brooklyn, the largest of the Dutch towns, engaged its 

first schoolmaster, Carl van Beauvois by name, on July 4, 1661. 

-^Documents. XIV, ^10, 

-^Kilpatrick, The Dutch Schools in New Netherlands, p. 125. 

32lbid. 

33ibid., pp. 166-200. 
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3 4 

He was described as "a suitable person." Stiles reported 

that his duties were that of voorlezer, schoolmaster and 

sexton, and were enumerated as followsi 
1. Said Precentor to cause the Psalms sung 

before the sermon to be properly set forth or noted 
on the Psalm board. 

2. After the first ringing of the bell, he 
shall place the stools and benches in the church or • 
meeting-place in order, and read a chapter out of 
the Holy Scriptures, and the twelve articles of the 
Christian belief. 

3. He shall in particular read in the books 
of the Old and. New Testament, out of the Psalms and 
Prophets, during the administration of the Lord's 
Sacrament, from the 22d, 23d, 31st, 40th, 42d, 51st, 
69th, 111th,112th or 113th Psalms; from the 53d 
chap, of Isaiah, the 6th and 13th chap, of John to 
the end of his Gospel, and the 27th chap, of Matthew. 
Also 10th and 11th chap, of 1st Corinthians; 7th, 8th, 
9th and 10th chap, of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and the 2d and 3d chapters of the Revelations. 

4. He shall, immediately on the third ringing 
of the bell, begin to sing the designated Psalm. 

5. During sickness or necessary absence, he 
shall allow no one to act in his place, unless known 
to be of good character, nor without' notice to the. 
Consistory. 

6. He shall properly, diligently and indus-
triously attend to the school, instil in the minds 
of the young the fear of the Lord, and set them a 
good example; to open the school with prayer and close 
with a Psalm, also to exercise the scholars in the 
questions in the "groat regulen" of the Rev, pious 
and learned father, Do. Johannes Magapolensis, Minister 
of the Gospel in Amsterdam, in N. Netherland. 

Lastly. That the said Precentor, in addition 
to the salary allowed by the Governor and Council of 
N. Netherland, and the magistrates of Brooklyn, will 
be furnished by the Consistory with house-rent and 
entertainment or provisions.33 

^Documents , XIV, 502 . 

35nenry R. Stiles, History of Brooklyn,, I, 429, 
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A comparison of this list of duties with the one drawn 

up by the burgomasters of New Amsterdam for their school-

master reveals that the citizens of Brooklyn were much more 

interested in securing a voolezer than a schoolmaster and 

that the school here was much more closely related to the 

church. This close relationship between the church and school 

was similar to that found in the English towns on Long Island. 

De Beauvois., as did van Giesen, continued as school-

master after the Dutch surrender. He left in 1669* There is 

no record of a school in Brooklyn subsequent to that date, 

but that there must have been some type of instruction carried 

on is obvious because the percentage of men who "made their 

mark" on petitions and other records decreased between 1663 

and 1?33.36 

Bushwick1s school dates from 1662 when, on December 28, 

the Commissioners of that town applied to the Council for 

permission to hire Boudewyn Maenhout as school teacher at an • 

annual salary of $̂ -00 florins in wampum and free lodging. 

The Council approved the appointment and added that on behalf 

of the Company "25 florins of heavy money were to be paid, to 

the schoolmaster." There are no references to the school 

after the English take-over, but it probably did continue. 

^Kilpatrick, The Dutch Schools in New Netherlands, 
pp. 208-209. " 

^Documents , XIV, 519 

38Ibid. 
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The records do Indicate that Jan Tibout, who had once taught 

in Flatbush, settled In Bushwick about 1700.-^ 

The two remaining Dutch towns, New Utrecht and Flatlands, 

did not establish schools until after the English occupation. 

Flatlands * first school was probably not founded until 1675• 

However, after a late start, a Dutch church school continued 

in existence in the town until well after the Revolutionary 

War, and a complete list of the schoolmasters has been kept 

New Utrecht was the smallest of the Dutch towns, having 

only twelve houses in 1661# Its first church was erected 

about 1677* The only reference to a school within the town 

is in a petition to the Colonial Governor Slaughter "in behalf 
h *1 

of Joust de Baane, schoolmaster and reader of the town" who 

had been turned out of office.. 

In the period following the Dutch surrender to the 

English, the relationship between the church and school grew 

closer, particularly in New York City. Before 1664, the 

school there was a municipal one, rather than a church affil-

iated one. Subsequent to the surrender, the church took over 
the school, and in 167̂ - it ceased to be an official city 

% 

k 3 

j|2 
institution, . It continued in operation, however, under 

the auspices of the church through the Revolutionary War. 

3%ilpa trick, or>, cit., p. 165. ^°Ibid., p. 208. 

^Ibid.. p. 210. ^Ibid., p. 159. 

^3por a full history of the school, see Henry W. Dunshee, 
History of the School of the Collegiate Reformed. Dutch Church 
in the City of New York (New York, 1853) • 
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Girls and boys attended the same elementary schools in 

New Netherlands and received an equal elementary education'. 

However, there is no record of a Dame School in any part of 

the colony. 

Education under the English 

All the English towns established on Long Island were 

founded by people from New England who were Puritans and who 

either brought their minister with them or, shortly after 

their arrival, erected a church and invited a minister to 

occupy it. For the minister "combined the three most prised 

functions of that days preacher, doctor and teacher."^ 

The Puritans placed such a high value on education that 

"where-ever the Puritan Church has gone, the schoolhouse has 

f o l l o w e d , o r , at the very least, the minister instructed 

the young in the basic elements of reading and writing. 

As early as 164-7, Massachusetts had a compulsory educa-

tion law which Connecticut later copied verbatim. It read 

in part as follows s 

It being one chief project of that old deluder, 
Satan to keep men from the knowledge of the Scrip-
tures, as in former times by keeping them in an un-
known tongue, as in these later times by persuading 
from the use of tongues, that so at least the true 

^Thomas R. Bayles, History of the Middle Island 
Presbyterian Church (Middle Island, New York 1954), p. k. 

^Lizbeth H. White, "Southampton, Her Records and 
Landmarks," New York History, XIV (October, 1955)» 3?6. 
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sense and meaning of the original might be clouded 
by false glosses of saint-seeming deceivers, that 
learning may not be buried in the graves of our 
fathers in the Church and Commonwealth, the Lord 
assisting our endeavors . . . 

It is, therefore, ordered, that every town-
ship within this jurisdiction, after the Lord hath 
increased them to the number of fifty householders, 
shall then forthwith appoint one within their town 
to teach all such children as shall resort to him, 
to read and write, whose wages shall be paid either 
by the parents or masters of such children, or by 
the inhabitants in general. . . . " 

New Haven, which was a separate colony until joined with 

Connecticut by charter in 1662, had its own laws respecting 

education. The following quotations from these statutes give 

some indication of their reasons for instructing the young 

and the seriousness with which they regarded failure to provide 

such instruction. 

Whereas too many Parents and Masters, either 
through an over tender respect to their own occasions, 
and businesse, or not duly considering the good of 
their Children, and Apprentices, have too much neg-
lected duty in their Education, while they are young 
and capable of learning, It is Ordered, . . . that 
all parents and Masters, doe duly endeavour, either 
by their own ability and labour, or by improving 
such Schoolmaster, or other helps and means, as the 
Plantation doth afford, or the family may conveniently 
provide, that all their Children, and Apprentices, 
as they grow capable, may through God's blessing, 
attain at least so much, as to be able duly to read 
the Scriptures, and other good and profitable printed 
Books in the English tongue, being their native lan-
guage , and in some competent measure, to understand 
the main grounds and principles of Christian Religion 
necessary to salvation. . . . 

The Court may take such Children or Apprentices 
fthcse whose parents or masters refused to comply 

Hammond Trumbull, compiler, Records of the Colony 
of Connecticut Prior to Union with New Haven (Hartford, 1850), 
pp."55^-555. 
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with the law], and place them for years, Boyes till 
they come to the age of one and twenty, and Girles 
till they come to the age of eighteen years, with 
such others, who shall better educate and govern 
them, both for publick conveniency, and for the 
particular good of the said children or Apprentices. 

Compulsory education laws were enacted in all the other 

New England colonies as well, with the exception of Rhode • 

Island. 

Education East of the 1650 Line 

Southold is the oldest English colony on Long Island. 

It was first settled by a small group of Englishmen who came 

from North Carolina in 1638. James Farret collected rent 
kR 

from Captain Matthew Sunderland, the leader of the group, 

but they did not purchase any land in the area. The first 

land purchase was made by Richard Jackson of Massachusetts 

in 164-0. Other settlers followed Jackson, and in the same 

year Governor Theophilus Eaton of New Haven sent the Reverend 

John Youngs to organize the area under the jurisdiction of 

the Colony of New Haven. A church was built, and Youngs 

quickly became the leader of the t o w n . 

The records of the town are extensive, for 
The founders of Southold. were far in advance of . 
their age in respect to public records. . . . Southold 
. . . required every bargain, sale, grant, conveyance, 

^Charles J. Hoadley, compiler, Records of the Colony and 
Plantation of Hew Haven (Hartford, 185?)» II» 583-58^7 

^®Paul Bailey, Long Island, I, 1^7• 

^Rev. Epher V/hitaker, History of Southold Long Islandi 
Its First Century (1 6 4 0 - 1 ?^0~) (Southold, 1 8 8 1 ) , p. 105 . 
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mortgage . . . to be acknowledged "before some court 
or magistrate and recorded. . . . Also , . . every . 
"birth, marriage and death .50 

In spite of this penchant for record keeping, there is a com-, 

plete absence of records pertaining to schools. It can only 

be assumed that schools, like the church, were considered, so 

obvious a part of life that events pertaining to them did not 

need to be recorded. The records do indicate that Nicholas 

Eades was engaged as schoolmaster sometime prior to 1663. It 

can be assumed that Reverend Youngs had acted as schoolmaster 

until the time Eades was employed. There are no further nota-

tions regarding Eades or those who followed him. However, 

Whittaker, the town's first Historian, reported that public 

and private schools continued in operation until the Revolu-

tionary War. The private schools were kept in the homes of 

women and., for this reason, were called "Dame Schools." The 

most famous of these was the one kept by Mehitable Babock, 

which functioned in the 1730's.^l 

Southampton was founded by the group of people from Lynn, 

Massachusetts, whom the Dutch forced to leave North Hempstead 

in May of 1640. (See page J.) Following their removal from 

the Dutch lands, they landed at Southampton and obtained'a 

deed for land at the south fork of the island from Farret. 

The Reverend Abraham Pierson was ordained their first minister 

5°See Southold Town Records (New York), Vol. I. 

51por a complete list of these schools, see Whitaker's 
History of Southold, referred to above. 
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in November of 1640. Reverend Pierson was a true Puritan 

who believed that only church members should be eligible to 

vote at town m e e t i n g s . I n addition, he drew up a list of 

laws which were so strict that "fortunately for the colonists, 

53 

no attempt was ever made to enforce these laws,"JJ Instead, 

the citizens adopted a civil compact which set forth the 

manner in which the community would be g o v e r n e d . I n 1644, 

it was decided, at a town meeting that "Southampton shall enter 
<< 

into Combination with the lurisdiction of Connecticute." 

Southampton's first schoolmaster was one Richard Mills, 

who was also the Clerk and the Innkeeper. His name first 

appears in..the records in 1642, The next name recorded as 

schoolmaster was Jonas Holdsworth, who, it was decided in 

1663, "shall have thirty five pounds for his schooleing per 
56 

annum, for the terme of two years, at least. . . . T h e 

following year the first schoolhouse was built, "twenty feet 

long, fifteen feet wide, built at the townes charge."-" In 

1694» "John Mowbray engages to teach six months from the 1st 

of May to the 1st of November, for twelve shillings per 
52For the full story of Reverend Pierscn's conflict v/ith 

the town, see George R. Howell's The Early History of South-
ampton long Island, Hew York (New York, 1865). 

53paul Bailey, Long Island, I, 214. 

5^por complete details of Pierson's laws and the Compact, 
s e e The First Book of Records of the Town of Southampton (Sag 
Harbor, .1874), pp. 6-7 and 18-22. 

^Southampton Town Records, I, 31» 

5°Second Book of Records of the Town of Southampton, p. 224. 

5?Ibid., p, 232. 
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scholler, teaching from eight o'clock till eleven in the 

morning and from one o'clock.till five in the afternoon."5® 

Southampton continued to have public education until 

the Revolutionary War. It, too, had "Dame Schools" but none 

of these gained any fame. 

The area that became East Hampton was'purchased by im-

migrants from Southampton in 1548. They settled on their land 

in 164-9 and were, soon joined by other immigrants from New 

England. As did. Southold and Southampton, "East Hampton, dis-

united in government, , . . remained essentially in spirit a 

fragment of New E n g l a n d . T h e townspeople built a meeting 

house in 16.51 and a church in 1653» the year in which the 

first minister, Thomas James, Jr., is mentioned in the town 

records. ̂  Bailey^ and other, historians reported that he 

arrived in 1650. As is the case with the other towns on the 

island, events pertaining to the church and school are not 

prominent in the records of East Hampton. The first school- • 

master of record, Charles Barnes, is mentioned in the books, 

not when he was employed, but, rather, in connection with, an 

incident that occurred' during his tenure as teacher. It seems 

that 

58Ibid,, p. 360. 

^ h . P. Hedges, Records of the Town of East Hampton, 
5 vols. (Sag Harbor, 1887),~I, 12. 

^East Hampton Town Records, I, 16. 

^Paul Bailey, long Island, I, 237* 
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Daniel Pfaireffieid comings Into the house 
where the schoolmaster was a teachinge scoole . • . 
[he started roughing up.the children] and, [Barnes} 
asked Daniell whie he came hither? [Barnes turned 
the children loose and they beat Fairfield. On 
leaving} Daniell gave out^ill language Unto Charles 
that he was .°^ 

The good Puritan clerk did not record the "ill language" for 

posterity, but the notation serves as a reminder that even 

in the "good old days" a teacher's day v,ras full of surprises. 

Another interesting notation is found under the date of 

August 10, 1675. It is a contract drawn up with a John 

Laughton, which read as follows: 

It is agrede and. Concluded by the Inhabitants 
of this towne that Mr. John Laughton shall kepe 
Scoole, and teach the Children to reade and write for 
this one yeere and to begin the next second day 
being the sixteenth of this Instant and soe to kepe 
untill the last of December next and then to breake 
of by reson of the whale pesigne untill the first of 
Aprill next Ensueing and' then to begin againe to 
kepe scoole and make upp the time of one whole yeere 
for which service the Towne have agrede to give unto 
Mr. Laughton the full Sum of fortie shilling a month 
and his Dyet. ^ 

•So even then, schooling was important, but the academic year 

had to be built around the economic needs of the community. 

In this case, the whaling industry took precedent over all. 

Finding the ways and means of raising the money .needed 

to pay teachers' salaries was a problem for our ancestors too. 

There is one entry in the records where the citizens asked 

°^East Hampton Town Records, I, 83-8̂ -. 

^^ibid, p. 380. 
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the town how to raise the money "for a schoolemaster to Teach 

Children to write and reade which is soe nedefull. amongst us 

nk 

as well as in other places."' The record does not disclose 

the method finally agreed upon or the time it took for the 

town to raise the money. 

The first woman public school teacher on Long Island 

was Elizabeth Hand, who was appointed to "teach school in the 

Town House. The Town House had been enlarged "for use as 

a school"^ in 1701. 

A complete listing of East Hampton's schoolmasters, to-

gether with a history of its "Dame Schools" which held classes 

in the Town House, may be found in the book, East Hampton 

Histories and Genealogies,^ One of the Dames "threatened 

her male and female little ones with the terrors of surpints 

and scorpions in an awful celler underneath if they did not 
68 

mind their letters and their sewing." 

Huntington was founded in 1653 when men from Oyster Bay 

purchased, land in the area from the Indians. The town had. a 

schoolmaster in 1657, despite the fact that its church was 

not organized until 1658. Jonas Holdsworth (who later taught 

in Southampton) was engaged to teach school on a four-year 

^East Hampton Town Records t I, ^31-^32. 

°^East Hampton Town Records, III, 15^. 

^East Hampton Town Records, II, 5• 

. Rattray, East Hampton Histories and Genealogies 
(Garden City, 1953)• 

68ibid., p. 79. 
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contract. This contract, dated February 11, 1657, contains 

some interesting provisions. The Town had to 

. . . build him a sufficient house, and to give him 
with ye saip house, a per3ell of ground ajoyning to 
it, for accomodation thereunto. And furthermore, 
the said inhabitants doth likewise engage themselves 
to pay unto ye said Jonas Holdsworth for and in 
consideration of his sd. Schoolings Twenty five 
pounds (accompt) and his D'iat the first yeare; And • • 
allso to allow him what more may come in by ye 

Schooling of any that come from other whars. The 
said Twenty five pounds is to be paid ye sd. Jonas, 
as followeths Three pounds, twentie shillings in 
butter, at six pence p. pound, and seven pounds, 
two shillings in good well-size Merchantable trade-
ing wampum, y"t is well strung, or steaud, or in such 
comodities as sute him for clothing, these to be 
paid him by ye first of October and three pounds, 
twelve shillings in c o m e ; one half e in wheat and. 
the other in Indian, at three & five shillings p. 
bushell (provided yt it be good & Merchantable) to 
be paid by ye first of March, and Ten pounds, four-
teen shillings, in well, thriving young cattell 
that shall be then betwixt two & foure years old? 
(the one halfe being in the stear kind? these to be 
delivered him when y9 yeare is expired. And also 
the two next ensuing years, To pay the sd, Jonas 
Holdsworth Thirty five pounds p. year. . . . 

And. the fourth or last yeare to pay the sd. 
Jonas Holdsworth fourty pounds in such pay as is 
above mentioned, according to the maseure and quant-
itie proptionablely and at the foresaid times of 
payment. 

Allso it is agrede of that firewood bee gotten 
brought for the scool when ye seasons shall require 
it, by such as send theire children to schoole; and 
that the said Jonas Holdsworth shall have liberty 
yearely for to chuse ffour men, that shall bee bound 
to him for the true performance of the foresaid en-
gagements .69 

The school and church records here are also very sketchy, 

showing no continuity. In 1660, the town appointed men to 

^^charles R. Street, compiler, Huntington Town Records, 
3 vols. (Huntington, 188?), T, pp. 9-10. 
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"make a rate for the skull h o u s e . I n 1713 • the Board 

accepted the offer of Robert MacBeth to teach "Reading, 
r?"| 

Righting, and Arethmatick."' The schoolhouse was repaired 

in 1?28, and a new one was built in 1763• However, the 

Huntington Historical Society has stated that from their 

research they have concluded that there was no continuity of 

education in that town through the colonial period.^ 

Brookhaven was first named Setauket because it was in 

that village that the founders settled. The town began with 

a land, purchase from the Indians by some men from S out hold 

on April 1^, 1655* The first dated entry in the Town Records 

is to the effect that "at a town meeting the first of August, 

1657, it was agreed upon that when the towne shall have thirty 

ffamilies then they [[will bej willing to pay sixty pounds p 

yeare to the maintenance of a minnester."^3 On October 6, 

1659» Brookhaven, then called.Cromwell Bay, joined Connecticut. 

The records indicate that the town had a minister in 1665, 

Nathaniel Brewster, but they do not reveal when he arrived in 

Brookhaven. On December 2, 1679» the town instructed "John 

Tooker Senyer . . . to send a letter to Mr Thomas Web and to 

encureg him to come to this towne for to make his termes with 

"^Huntington Town Records, I, 28. 

71Ibid., II, 319. 

?2Huntington Historical Society, The Huntington-BabyIon 
Town History (Huntington, 1937)» p. 57. . 

73Brookhaven Town Records, Book A, p. 126. 
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the towne for to teach children to Reade and wriete and cast 

account. . . ,"7^ There is nothing in the record to indicate 

if Mr. Web accepted the invitation. The first teacher of 

record was an Edward French. An entry dated June 3» 1681, in 

the Record Book reads as followsi 

. . . said Edv/ard French shall by the ferst of June' • 
next ensueing the date hereof Repaire and sattle 
himselve at the towne of Brookhaven aforesaide and 
there ceepe scoole and teach the children belonging 
to the saide towne to Reade, wriete and sipher 
akording to his best scill and indever.'5 

The next entry that had reference to education was made in 

1687 when one Francis Williamson became schoolmaster "for 

the sume of thirty pounds a year, twenty Pounds whereof is 

to be paid by the children for ye year."' In 1718, the town 

ordered a school to be built, and in 17^3» the village of 

Stony Brook was granted permission to "build a school house 

on ye common."^ 

If "Dame Schools" existed, their-records, have been lost 

for there is no mention of any, either in the records or in 

any histories of the town. 

The area that is now Smithtown was not a town when the 

Dutch surrendered in 1664, but it was in the possession of a 

Richard "Bull" Smith of Setauket. The first land purchase 

nh 

Brookhaven Town Records, Book B, p. 27. 

"^Ibid., p. 74. 

?^Ibid., p. 267. 

77jbid., Book G, p. 225. 
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in the area was made in I65O, but the purchasers failed to 

register the transaction with any government, and their claim 

was lost. Later, Wyandanoh, the Great Sachem of Long Island, 

gave the land to Lyon Gardiner, who owned Gardiner's Island, 

a part of East Hampton. Gardiner, in turn, presented the land 

to his friend, Smith, in 1663. A patent confirming this gift 

was issued by Governor Nicolls in 1 6 6 5 . ' Shortly thereafter, 

Bull, his wife, and nine children moved onto the land-. The 

area remained a family preserve until 1715 when formal town 

government was organized. The town had "been created in 1683, 

but the Smith's continued to be governed and taxed through 

79 

Brookhaven., 

In 1675» Bull Smith built a church, but Smithtown shared 

a minister with Setauket. It was not until 1712 that the 

town had its own minister, the Reverend Daniel Taylor. From 

that year on, the church had a resident minister. There is 

no record of a school, or a schoolmaster, during the colonial • 

period in any of the town papers or documents of the Smith 
O r\ 

family. Yet,' the children must have received instruction 

from someone because Bull was literate as were his children 
?®There is a legend that "Bull" Smith got the land from 

the Indians by riding a bull around the land on the longest 
day of the year. This is supposedly the origin of his nick-
name , but the legend is not true. 

^See Brookhaven Town Records, Book A, pp. 43-^. 

S°The first school was built in 1802-1803* 
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and their children. It must be assumed that father taught 

children, and a family system of education was organized. 

Shelter Island, like Smithtown, was created'with Suffolk. 

County in 1683• However, it was governed through Southold 

until 1730 when it organized its own government, with William 

Nicoll II as its first supervisor. Nicoll's father, the 

first patentee of land in Islip, had also been granted part 

of Shelter Island and he bequeathed this land to his second 

son, William. The population of the town remained small, so 

the people used the church and school in Southold until 1766 

when they got their own minister. 

The town of Riverhead was created out of the western 

end of Southold after the Revolutionary War in 1792. 

Babylon, the tenth town in Suffolk County, was created 

out of the southern portion of the town of Huntington in 1872, 

Education West of the I65O Line 

At the time of the Dutch surrender, there were six 

English towns under the jurisdiction of the Dutch West India 

Company. Of these, Oyster Bay, Hempstead, Flushing, Jamaica, 

and Newtown were included in Queens County when the counties 

were created, while Gravesend was joined with the five Dutch 

towns to become Kings County, Although most of these towns 

were founded by staunch Puritans from New England stock, the 

Letters, account books, etc., of Smith's descendants, 
are carefully preserved in the Smithtown Library. As late as 
1814, the accounts were kept in pounds, shillings, and pence. 
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influence of the Puritan Church over their governments was 

lessened, by the influx of settlers of other religious per-

suasions, most notable among which were the Quakers. This 

religious pluralism adversely affected the growth of public 

education in the towns, since most public schools were church 

affiliated. , • . 

It was in this geographical area that the leaders of New 

York Colony were anxious to establish the Church of England, 

the official church of the colony. To accomplish this, 

Governor Fletcher called on the Society for the Propagation 

of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. The S.P.G. had been 

Founded, by Royal Charter in 1?01. Its general 
purpose was to act as an auxiliary to the Church of 
England, in the English colonial possessions. More 
specifically its aims were (1) the revivifying of 
the churches already founded by supplying them with 
more adequately trained ministers; (2) the planting 
of churches in places where they had; never been be-
fore or where they had. fallen into decay; (3) the 
training of children in the tenets and worships of 
the church through the direct agency of schools.82 

The Society v/orked in British colonies throughout the 

world. In America, it concentrated its activities in "New 

England., the Middle Colonies, and South C a r o l i n a . T h e 

Colony of New York did little to encourage education; thus, 

"New York received the greatest attention, both in the number 
Qh. 

of missions, and in the- number of schools." According to 

Op 
Paul Monroe, A Cyclopedia of Education (New York, 

1913), V, 35^. 

83ibid. 8£f"Ibid. 
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Kemp, "The Society's encouragement of schools furnished the 

nearest approach to a public school system that was to be 

found, among the English colonists in New Y o r k . T h e schools 

that were assisted "by the Society on Long Island were all in 

towns west of the I65O line, principally in Hempstead, Jamaica, 

and Oyster Bay. An examination of the records of these towns 

reveals why this assistance was necessary"in these areas. 

The first land purchase in what became Oyster Bay was 

made by Robert Williams of Rhode Island, in 1648. He did not 

live on his land but rather in Hempstead, which was already 

settled. In 1653» a group from Rhode Island under the leader-

ship of Captain James Dickenson landed at Oyster Bay. They 

purchased Williams' land and additional acreage from the 

Indians, petitioned for and received the consent of the Dutch 

to remain, and established a settlement there. Others followed, 

including Quakers who were being persecuted by the Dutch in 

Flushing. 

There is no record of a church being started until 1700, 

but the town had a schoolmaster by 1678. The town records 

for February 18 of that year show that "Thomas Weebj School-
G Z 

master is chosen Tov/n Clerk for this present year." • As in 

the other English towns, school and church are rarely mentioned 

8 5 w . W. Kemp, The Suppor t o f S c h o o l s i n C o l o n i a l New 
York by t h e S o c i e t y f o r t h e P r o p a g a t i o n of t h e G o s p e l i n 
F o r e i g n P a r t s (New York, .1912) , p . 2 7 7 . 

^ O y s t e r Bay Town R e c o r d s , V o l . I , 1 6 5 3 - 1 6 9 0 (New York, 
1 9 1 6 ) , p . 2 3 5 . 
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in the records, and the entries have no continuity. A 

87 

"Schooll Lott" is mentioned in a land transfer in 1715• 

The next schoolmaster of record was John Chanders "of 

Woodbridge in ye County of Middlesex & in ye Colony of New 

Jersey,"88 who is listed in 1722. Zachariah Weekes was also 

a teacher in Oyster Bay, and he kept a diary that is still . 

preserved,8^ in which he listed, the names of fifty students 

whom he taught. He also indicated, that he had been paid in 

hardware, groceries, shoes, and even "oisters." 

Church influence in the town was not very substantial. 

The first church organized was the Baptist Church. The 

Quakers also established, a meeting house within the town but 

later spit into two groups. Adherents of these religions 

were not as interested in education as the Puritans were. 

Hemnstead- Town was started in 1643 when a group of 

Englishmen gathered at Stamford, Connecticut, under the 

leadership of Richard Denton. The group dispatched two emis-

saries to Long Island to purchase land from the Indians. This 

•accomplished, the group applied for, and received, a patent 

from Governor Kieft for the land. They then moved onto their 
90 

purchase and established a theocratic town government.^ • 

8^Oyster Bay Town Records, Vol. Ill, 1929» P» 235* 

88Ibid., pp. 557-558. 

89p0gsessed by Miss Alice Delano Weekes, Oyster Bay, 
New York. 

9°ROSS , History of Long Island, 1, 880. 
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Richard Denton was a minister and shortly after settling 

in Hempstead he, like many other Puritans on Long Island, era-

91 

"braced the Presbyterian form of worship. Stuyvesant asked 

him to remain as minister in 1657 when his congregation split, 

but he left the town in 1659* The independents then took 

command.. At the same time, groups of Quakers were moving, into 

the town. On April 1, 17071 the town set aside land "for to 
92 

settel a scoulmaster upone for to teach our Children." 

However, they do not appear to have been very successful in 

their efforts to secure a schoolmaster, for in 1709 there 

being no schoolmaster, "the Scooll house was lett to Isack 

93 

Jarmi n." 

It was at this time that the Society for the Propagation 

of the Gospel entered, the picture. Governor Fletcher had 

ordered two ministers to be appointed to Queens County, one 

to be located in Hempstead. The Society sent the Reverend 

John Thomas. He built a parochial school, and reported to • 

his superiors that "without your bounty and charity our poor 

children would undoubtedly want all education; our people are 

poor, and settled distantly from one another, and unable to 
Oil 

board out their children." Evidently, he did not attract 
9-For a full discussion of why the Puritans on Long 

Island adopted the Presbyterian Church, see Paul Bailey, 
Long; Island, II, 40. 

^"Records of the Towns of North and. South Hempstead, 
8 vols. (Jamaica, 1876), II,"3^0. 

93ibid., 11, 359. 

^Digest of S. P. G. Records 1701-1892, 2nd ed. (London, 
1893), p. 7"§9> 
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many students of other religions, and public education was 

either lacking or in a poor state, for he wrote to the Society 

in 1717, "The children of Hempstead, for want of letters and 

education are as wild, uncultivated and unimproved as the 

9 *5 

soil,"7J The Society subsequently appointed Mr. Thomas 

Gildersleeve as schoolmaster. In 1761, the Reverend Samuel 

Seabury, the third rector of the church, reported that there 

was no other minister in the town except the Quaker. • Of the 

5.940 inhabitants, Seabury had only seventy-two communicants 

In 1762 , he built a school adjoining the church and with a 

Reverend Mr. Hart expanded the enrollment. The school ulti-

mately attracted students from all over Queens County and 

97 
New York Gity.^' 

Jamaica was founded by settlers who immigrated from 

Hempstead. The split in the Puritan church in the latter town 

led some of the Presbyterians to request a grant of land from 

Governor Stuyvesant. This land was to the west of Hempstead, • 

and after purchasing it from the Indians the settlers moved 

onto it during the winter of I 6 5 5 - I 6 5 6 . They were issued.a 

patent on March 21, 1656 . The first town meeting minutes are 

dated March 1, 1656.9® At this meeting Daniel Denton, son of 

95y/ i i i i am h. Moore, History of St. George's Church. 
Hempstead (New York, 1881), p. 34. 

96Ibid., p. 102. 

-"For a list of its more outstanding students, see Ibid., 
pp. 103-104, 

98Josephine C.Front, editor, Records of the Town of 
Jamaica, 3 vols. (Brooklyn, 1914), I, 1. * " 
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the minister at Hempstead., was elected. Clerk. On March 6, 

1662, the minutes include a reference to the procuring of a 

minister. They succeeded in engaging a Reverend'Mr. Walker 

and. "built a house for him.99 

The first schoolmaster of record was Richard Jones, who 

in 1677 was given permission to use the meeting house (which 

was the church and town hall) as followst 

Ye Constable and overseors hand. And. doe give 
Liberty unto Richard Joens to make use of ye meting 
house for to teach scoule in for ye yere Endeing 
provided he keep ye wind.owes from Braking and. keep 
it Deasent & Clean on Saturday night Against ye 
Lords Day & seats to be plased in order. Excepting 
what times ye Constable & overseors shall have 
Ocation to make use of it then they to have it at 
theair Dispoas. By order of ye Constable and 
'overseors.100 

As in the other English towns, there is no continuity 

in school records. 

In 1699» the Presbyterians built a' stone church based on 

tax subscription. In 1702, the British Governor of New York 

ruled that since the church was built with tax money it be-

longed. to the established, church, the Church of England, 

and the Society for the propagation of the Gospel dispatched 

Reverend. Patrick Gordon as minister. He succumbed to yellow 

fever upon arrival in Jamaica. The Reverend. William Urquhart 

99a full discussion of this church and. the Dentons is 
found in Ecclesiastical Records, II, 1^63-1464. 

~*-°°Records of the Town of Jamaica, 1, 13. 

•^^Ecclesiastical History, III, 1452. 
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was sent to replace him. Ke arrived in 1?04« In 1710, the 

Reverend. Urquhart was replaced by the Reverend Thomas Poyer. 

Both ministers worked, tirelessly to establish the Anglican 

faith in the town, but there is no indication that either 

one of them started, a school. 

Flushing; is a difficult town to study because all its . 

official records were destroyed in a fire in 1789» and the 

majority of its citizens were Quakers who, unfortunately, 

did not keep extensive church records. 

The town was settled by people from New England who re-

ceived a patent from Governor Kief in 164-5 • The settlement's 

first minister was the Reverend Francis Doughty, a Presbyterian, 

who had originally settled Newtown, but whose settlement had 

been destroyed. He remained in the colony until 1658 when he 

emigrated to Virginia. Apparently, he did not have a church 

building because the first church of record in Flushing was 

the Quaker meeting house which was established in 169^• Prior-

to this time, John and Hannah Bowne, who were among Flushing's 

earliest settlers, converted to the Quaker faith and opened 

their home for meetings. The town officials did. not take 

kindly to Quakers, as is evidenced by the fact that the Magis-

trates of Jamaica wrote to Stuyvesant on September 9, 1662, 

complaining "that the majority of the inhabitants of their 

village were adherents and followers of the abominable sect 

called Quakers 

^•O^Documents . XIV, 515 • 
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Stuyvesant had Bowne arrested and sent to Holland. 

However, when he arrived there, the officials of the Dutch 

West India Company did nothing, so Bowne returned to Flushing. 

The Reverend Poyer had Flushing in his parish, and he 

worked as tirelessly there as in Jamaica to convert the settlers 

to the established, church, with a small measure of success. 

In 1746, St. George's Church was built. In 1756, the Reverend 

Samuel Seabury, Jr., became pastor at Jamaica. (His father 

was pastor in Hempstead.) Under his guidance a school was 

established in Flushing with a schoolmaster by the name of 

Treadwall 

Newtown was first settled by a group from Taunton, 

Massachusetts, led by Reverend Doughty. Doughty had disagreed 

with the elders of the church in Taunton, and so he and his 

followers migrated to Rhode Island from where they petitioned 

Governor Kief for a grant of land. The patent was granted on 

April 28, 16*1-2. But the settlement was no sooner established . 

than it was destroyed by the Indian War of 164-3 • The sur-

vivors repaired- to New Amsterdam where Doughty remained until 

invited to Flushing in 164-5. 

In 1652, Stuyvesant planted a new colony of Englishmen 

at Newtown under the leadership of the Reverend John Moore. 

In 1661, the town leaders petitioned Stuyvesant to "permit 

103paul Bailey, Long Island. II, 75. 

10̂ -por the full story of the settlement and war, see 
James Riker, Sr., Annals of Newtown (New York, 1852). 
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the schoolmaster Richard Mills to use the minister's house 

to teach school.""*"0-̂  The house referred to was Doughty*s 

house. Stuyvesant granted the request. In 1682, the records. 

indicate, "that Mr. Morgan Jones shall be scoole master of 

Newtown, and will teach on the Sabath days to those that come • 

to hear him. . . , j n 1695f Mr. Esakiel Luies was ap- • 

pointed schoolmaster. He had just graduated from Harvard 

107 
College. On March 10, 1735» John Lawrence gave "one 

square Rood of land . . . in Hell Gate Neck . . . as small 

1 OR 

school house," The grant included "free liberty at all 

times for Laying fire wood on my said Land near said, house 

for ye use of said S c h o o l . I n the records under the above 

quote, Mr.0'Gorman adds a note to the effect that George J. 

Rapelye told him that when he (Rapelye) attended the school 

(about 1770) "the master was paralyzed in his members save 

his tongue and right arm which he used with distressing effect 

on the young scions of Newtown."^0 

Gravesend was founded by the only woman ever to receive 

a patent on Long Island-—Lady Deborah Moody. Lady Deborah 

left England to find religious freedom in New England. She 

settled in Lynn, Massachusetts, but because of her religious 

l05pocuments. XIV, A-96. 

10^William 0'Gorman, Newtown Records (Jamaica, 193k), 
p. 22. 

•^^Riker, Annals of Newtown, p. 128. 

106Newtown Records, p. 138. 

109Ibid., p. 139. 110Ibid. 



views she was excommunicated by the Church there. She and 

her followers then migrated to New Amsterdam. Governor Kieft 

gave her permission to establish a settlement on Long Island 

in 1643, which she did immediately. In 16^5» she and some of 

her followers were issued a patent. Among the patentees was 

George Baxter. Dame Moody (she had to relinquish her title 

upon settling in Dutch territory) became a personal friend 

of Governor Stuyvesant, and probably because of this friend-

ship the absence of orthodox religion in the town was never 

111 

officially noted. The Dutch ministers, Megapolensis and 

Drisius, writing to the Classis in Amsterdam on August 5* 
11? 

1657» state.d that the "people of Gravesend are Menonites." 

The following year, three Quaker preachers arrived in Gravesend 

and "the first Quaker meeting in America was held, presided 

over by the redoubtable Lady Deborah Moody."^3 

The officials of Gravesend petitioned Stuyvesant for a 

minister in April of 1660, so "that the glory of God may be 
no-spread, the ignorant taught. . . . " According to the 

Reverends Megapolensis and Drisius, who wrote to the Classis 

on October 25, 1657» "at Gravesend there never has been a 

-^Except in answer to the Remonstrance of 1653» when 
Stuyvesant stated that Gravesend elected an "Anabaptist as 
Magistrate," Documents, XIV, 233. 

^••^Ecclesiastical Records, I, 393• 

•^3Jacqueline Overton, "The Quakers of Long Island," 
New York History (April, 19^0). 

^^Documents. XIV, U-60. 
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minister Thus, it can be concluded that the petition 

of 1660 was the first one made for a minister in the town. 

Stuyvesant requested the Company to answer the petition, but 

there is no record of any action being taken by the Directors. 

In 1706, Gravesend was contributing to the support of the 

minister at New Utrect and by 1712 was sharing a minister 

with all five Dutch towns. 

There is no record of a school being established until 

well after the Revolution. 

Education in Islip 

Unlike the earlier Dutch and English towns which kept, 

detailed official records, Islip kept very sparse records. 

Town meetings were held only once each year, on the first 

Tuesday in April. Until 1753» the only items recorded were 

the lists of persons elected to teach office. No tax lists 

can be found, and no accounts were kept until 1789 when the 

town began keeping such records in the back of the original 

Minutes Book. 

Following the list of elected officials for 17.53» "the 

first law appears in the book. It read as fallowss 

At the Said meeting, it was voted & agreed on 
by all of the inhabitants then present that it Shall 
be Lawfull for.hoggs that are well yoked to run 
freely on the commons & that no owner of such yoked 
Hoggs Shall be liable to pay damages for their 
tresspasses unlefs the person or persons upon whom 

-^--^Ecclesiastical Records, I, 4.11. 
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such hoggs shall treffpaf Shall be deemed to have 
a good and fuffieient fence and further that no un-
yoked hoggs shall be taken or impounded unlefs they 
are found or can be proved to have done damage in 
some enclofer and in such cafe the owner of"such 
hoggs to be liable, not withftanding the fufiffency 
of such fence, 

In 175?» the inhabitants "concluded , . . that no boar 

shall Run on the commons in the months of May, June, July, • 

Auguf t, September, October & November Beeembep ([crossed 

out in the original^ , 

In I765» fishing was restricted to the inhabitants of 

the town, and "if any one of the Inhabitants of the precinct 

of Iflip Shall Give leave to any forriener to fifh in the 

bay or alfo in the creeks that He Shall forfit the sum of 

lift 

forty Shillings to the overfeerers of the poor. . . ,,,J"LO 

In 1776, the hog and boar.legislation was expanded to 

include the provision that "if any damage is Done by un 

Ringed hogs, the owner of said hogs hogs (sic) shall pay the 

full damages judged by any two indifferent men,"11^ 

This was the entire extent of legislation up to the 

1Revolutionary War. 

In the absence of town records regarding schools or 

schooling and. church records (since no church was established 

until after the Revolution and since no diaries of any of the 

1 1 
X-L"Records (Manuscript), Town of Islip, I, 28. 

117Ibid., p. 31. 
118Ibid., p. 37. 119ibid., p, IfS. 
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early settlers can be found), only assumptions can be made 

about education in Islip during the colonial period. 

It is assumed that John Mowbray settled in Islip in 

1695 when his teaching contract in Southampton expired. He 

was probably invited to Islip because of his skill as a 

120 

teacher. This would be a logical assumption as Andrew 

Gibb had recently moved to the precinct with his two sons, 

and the other patentees, with their families, soon followed. 

Mowbray remained in Islip until his death, and there is no 

indication of anyone succeeding him as teacher. But, educa-

tion in Islip did continue. This can be deduced from the 

fact that William Nicoil's two sons graduated, from Harvard 

Gollege; Andrew Gibb's son, William, was literate; and the 

signatures of the other descendants of the early settlers 

are affixed next to their cattle's ear marks in the back 

section of the original Minutes Book. In all probability, 

some children were taught by their parents, but others prob-

ably attended school in someone's house. 

Summary 

The Dutch brought their church and. school to their . 

settlements as soon as they were capable of supporting them. 

The Dutch West India Company aided in the establishment of 

both. The Dutch schoolmaster was also a church official. 

12 0-
•^Paul Bailey,. Long Island, I, 318, refers to Mowbray 

as a tailor, but there is no record of him engaging in this 
occupation. 
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That he had a busy life can "be seen from the following con-

tract drawn up between the town of Flatbush and Johannes 

Cornelius van Eckkelent 

Art. 1.—The school shall begin at 8 o'clock 
and go out at lis shall begin again at 1 o'clock 
and end at The bell shall be rung before the 
school commences, 

Art. 2.—When the school begins, one of the 
children shall read the morning prayer, as it stands 
in the catechism, and close with the prayer before 
dinner, and in the afternoon the same. The evening 
school shall begin with the Lord's prayer and close 
by singing a psalm. 

Art. 3•—He shall instruct the children in the 
common prayers and the questions and answers of the 
catechism on Wednesdays and Saturdays, to enable 
them to say them better on Sunday in the church. 

Art. 4.—He shall be required to keep this 
school nine months in succession, from September to 
June, one year with another, and shall always be 
'present himself. 

Art. 5.—He shall be the chorister of the 
church, keep the church clean, ring the bell three 
times before the people assemble, and read a chapter 
of the Bible in the church between the second and 
third ringing of the bell. -After the third ringing 
he shall read the Ten Commandments' and the twelve 
articles of our faith, and then set the psalm. In 
the afternoon, after the third ringing of the bell, 
he shall read a short chapter or one of the psalms 
of David as the congregation are assembling; after-
wards he shall again sing a psalm or hymn. 

Art. 6.—When the minister shall preach at 
Brooklyn or Utrecht he shall be bound to read twice 
before the congregation from the book used for- the 
purpose. He shall hear the children recite the 
questions and answers out of the catechism on Sunday, 
and instruct them therein. 

Art. 7.—He shall provide a basin of water for 
the administration of holy baptism, and furnish the 
minister with the name of the child to be. baptised, 
for which he shall receive twelve stivers in wampum, 
for every baptism, from the parents or sponsors. . 
He shall furnish bread and wine for the communion 
at the charge of the church. He shall also serve 
as messenger for the consistory. 
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Art.'8,—He shall give the funeral invitations, 
dig the grave and toll the bell, and for which he 
shall receive for persons of fifteen years of age 
and upwards, twelve guilders, and for persons under 
fifteen, eight guilders! and if he shall cross the 
river to New York, he shall have four guilders more. 

THE SCHOOL MONEY 

1st.—He shall receive for a speller or reader 
three guilders a quarter, and for a writer, four 
guilders, for the day school. In the evening four 
guilders for a speller or reader and five guilders 
for a writer, per quarter> 

2nd.—The residue of his salary shall be four 
hundred guilders in wheat (or wampum value), de-
livered at Brooklyn Ferry, with the dwelling, pas-
turage and meadow, appertaining to the school. 

Done and agreed upon in consistory under the 
inspection of the honorable constable and overseers 
this 8th day of October, 1682, Signed by Casper 
Van Zuren and the Consistory. 

I agree to the above articles and promise to 
obey them. -̂ 21 

Johannes Van Eckkelen. 

Those English towns that were settled by people who came 

directly from New England (with the exception of Rhode Island) 

had more extensive schooling than those settled as satellites 

of other Long Island, towns. The schoolmaster's in the English 

towns v/ere usually also town officials rather than church 

officials. However, ministers were the educators where there 

were no schoolmasters. The Society for the Propagation of 

the Gospel in Foreign Parts was of great importance in estab-

lishing and assisting education in the English towns of 

western Long Island. 

In both the Dutch and English schools, the Bible was 

the main book of instruction. The four R's (reading, 'riting, 

1 PI 
"Henry R. Stiles, History of Kings County, 2 vols. -

(New York, 188*0, p. ^09. 
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rithmetic, and religion) were the main subjects„ Where 

schoolhouses were built, they were 

Small, unpretentious buildings. They were not 
painted outside or inside, nor were the walls ceiled 
or plastered. A Dutch wood-stove was used to raise 
the temperature somewhat above the freezing point. 
The parents of the pupils carted the wood,^the older 
boys cut it, and the younger ones carried it in. 
The first pupil to arrive in the morning started the 
fire with live -coals brought from the nearest house. 
Just before the morning recess two boys went next 
door to get a pail of water. As the gourd, dipper 
passed from mouth to mouth., the pupils partook from 
that ancient drinking fountain with no fear of germs. 
The girls swept the school-room once a week, and oc-
casionally scrubbed it. On the latter occasions the 
boys assisted by carrying the water.3-22 

122overton, Long Island's•Story and its sequel, The Rest 
of the Story, 1929-1961 by Bernice Marshall (Port Washington, 
196317 pp. 83-84. 



CHAPTER III 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

I783-I85O 

The Revolutionary War had a disastrous effect on New 

York State. The authors of A Short History of New York State 

summarize the reasons for this very succinctly in the following 

paragrapht 

No other state suffered more for the cause of 
independence than did New York. Its frontiers 
blazed, constantly in guerilla warfare. Armies 
marched and countermarched through its principal 
river valleys, strewing death and destruction be-
hind them. Nearly one-third of the engagements of 
the war were fought on New York soil. New York 
City, which controlled most of the commerce of the 
state, was continuously in enemy hands from 1776 
until 1783 Cas was all Long Island3. Two major 
fires destroyed many biiildings in the great sea-
port. After British evacuation the population of 
the city fell to ten thousand, half of what it had 
been on the eve of revolution.1 

Public education was almost non-existent. Kings College, the 

only institution of higher learning in the State, was closed, 

as were most of the elementary and secondary schools. 

The State *s First Attempt at Public Education 

Prior to the Revolution, widespread public education was 

found only where New Englanders had made settlements. In most 

•'"David M. Ellis and others, A Short History of New York 
State (Ithaca, 1957), p. 118. ~ ~~ 
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areas of the state, education was the prerogative of the' 

aristocracy who had their youngsters tutored at home and then 

sent them to Latin grammar schools from whence they proceeded 

to college. 

With the coming of peace, Governor George Clinton sought 

to establish a system of education for all of the children in 

the state. Being a practical politician, he realized that the 

best way to accomplish this was to build on the college and 

secondary system that was in existence before the war. There-

fore, in his opening address to the first postwar Legislature 

he stated 

Neglect of the education of youth is among the 
evils consequent on war. Perhaps there is scarce, 
anything more worthy of your attention than the re-
vival and encouragement of Seminaries of Learning; 
and nothing by which we can more satisfactorily ex-
press our gratitude to the Supreme Being for his 
past favors,* since Piety and Virtue are generally 
the offspring of an enlightened understanding. 

The Legislature responded by passing "An Act Granting 

Certain Privileges to the College Heretofore Called King's 

College, for Altering the Name and Charter thereof, and 

Erecting an University within the S t a t e . T h i s act created 

the New York State Board of Regents, which is. "the oldest 

continuous state educational administrative agency in 

A m e r i c a . T h e first Board consisted of state officials, 

2Charles Lincoln, State of New York, Messages of the 
Governors. Vol. II, 1777-1822 (Albany, .1909), p. 2007 

3chapter Laws of 1784-, 

^University of the State of New York, Education in New 
Xork State, 178^-195^ (Albany, 1954), p. 1. 
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the mayors of New York City and Albany, representatives of 

the county governments, and representatives of the clergy. 

For three years, this Board concentrated on the rehabilitation 

and management of Columbia College, the new name for King's 

College. 

In 1787> the Board of Regents was reduced in size; the 

representatives of the clergy were eliminated? and it was 

granted additional powers, including the right "to visit and 

inspect all the Colleges, Academies, and Schools which are 

or may be established in this S t a t e . T h i s act also restored 

Columbia College to its original condition by making it an 

independent, institution under its own Board of Trustees, as 

it had been established by Royal Charter in 175^* 

Governor Clinton repea-ted. his plea for aid to education 

in his opening address to the Legislature in 1792 in the 

following words s 

As the diffusion of knowledge is essential to 
the promotion of virtue and the preservation of 
liberty, the flourishing condition of our Seminaries 
of Learning must prove highly satisfactory, and they 
will, I am persuaded, be among the first objects of 
your care and patronage." 

The Legislature appropriated $16,900 for Columbia College 

for buildings and improvements and $1,750 annually for five 

years for salaries for additional professors. It also 

^chapter 82, Laws of 1787. 

^Lincoln, Messages of the Governors, p. 321. 
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provided $11,500 each for five years for academies. The 

academy replaced the Latin grammar school of Colonial times 

as the bridge between the common school and the college. Its 

courses consisted of Latin, Greek, mathematics, and other 

subjects then required for admission to college. 

With the institutions of higher learning under way, 

Governor Clinton, in his address to the Legislature in 1795» 

turned his attention to the common school, and made an ex-

plicit request for the establishment of more of these. He 

stated 

While it is evident that the general establish-
ment and liberal endowment of academies are highly 
to be commended, and are attended with the most 
"beneficial consequences, yet it cannot be denied 
that they are principally confined to the children 
of the opulent, and that a great portion of the 
community is excluded from their immediate advan-
tages? the establishment of common schools through-
out the state is happily calculated to remedy this 
inconvenience and will therefore re-engage your 
early and decided consideration.? 

In answer to this request the Legislature passed the 

first Common School Law in New York State, entitled, "An Act 
D 

for the Encouragement of Schools." The preamble of this act 

read 

Be it enacted by the people of the State of 
New York, reprefented in Senate and Affembly, That 
out of the annual revenue arifing to this State, 
from its ftock and other funds, excepting, fo much 
thereof as fhall be neceffary for the furport of 
government, the fura of twenty thoufand pounds fhall 

^Lincoln, Messages of the Governors. II, 350. 

8, ^Chapter 75» Laws of 1795 < 



be annually appropriated for the term of five years, 
for the purpofe of encouraging and maintaining 
fchools in the feveral cities and towns in this 
State, in which the children of the inhabitants re~ 
fiding in the State, fhall be instructed in the 
Englifh language, or be taught Englifh grammar, 
arithmetic, mathematics, and fuch other branches of 
knowledge as are moft useful and neceffary to com-
plete a good Englifh education; which fum fhall be 
diftributed among the feveral counties. • . 

Suffolk County received 840 pounds of this money, which 

was divided among the towns as follows 

Huntington 
Pounds 

l¥o 
Shillings 

. * 
Pence 

Islip 31 - -

Brookhaven 164 - -

Smithtown 48 k -

Southampton 142 2 -

East Hampton 70 - -

Shelter Island 12 • - -

Southold 140 - -

Riverhead 82 — «*• 

829 1 0 -

Treasurer's fee 10 1 0 
W T -

Prom 1796 until 1799» the amount apportioned to Suffolk County 

was 807 pounds, of which Islip received twenty-six pounds, 

fifteen shillings and sixpence. There are no records extant 

to indicate where in Islip the schools were located, or what 

9From an original copy, The Archives, Teachers' College 
Columbia University. 

10Minutes of the Suffolk. County Board of Supervisors, 
I, Mss. 75. - - - • 
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type of program was offered. Prom the few existing State re-

cords, it can be established that in 1?98 in the sixteen of 

the twenty-three counties that filed reports there were 1,352 

schools with an enrollment of 59*660 students. 

In the year 1800, the Assembly voted to extend this first 

attempt at establishing common schools, but the bill was de-

feated in the Senate. The Senate represented the old aristoc-

racy of the State, because under New York's first Constitution 

a man had to own much more property to be eligible to vote for 

a Senator than to vote for an Assemblyman. With this defeat, 

New York had to wait thirteen more years before a common school 

system would again be established. 

The Common School Fund 

In the intervening thirteen years, however, a solid finan-

cial basis for a future educational system was established. 

And, when the system was re-established, this base grew and 

.was broadened. 

In 1801, the Legislature authorized the holding of four 

$25,000 lotteries. The returns from each lottery were to'be 

divided as followss $12,500 to the academies which were being 

established throughout the State and the remaining $12,500 

"to be paid into the treasury, to be appropriated for the en-

couragement of common schools, as the Legislature should 

"^S. S. Randall, Common School System of the State of 
New York (Troy, I85I), p. 7. 
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hereafter direct,"12 The Legislature, in 1807,^ voted to 

continue the lottery system by holding one lottery each year 

with one-half of the proceeds to be used for the support of 

schools. These "literature lotteries," as they came to be 
lit, 

known continued until .1822 when the Legislature ended them. 

In 1803» the Legislature authorized the Comptroller of the 

State to invest proceeds from past and future lotteries in 

"good real security [ e s t a t e j f o r the term of two years. 

The fund received additional money when the Senate and 

Assembly voted that the "nett proceeds" from the sale of 

500,000 acres of vacant and unappropriated land should be set 
16 

aside as a Common School Fund. In the same year the State 

purchased 3,000 shares of stock in the Merchants Bank, the 
17 

dividends from which were to be put in the Common School Fund. ' 

In 1807, the Legislature instructed the Comptroller to invest 

part of the fund in Merchants Bank stock and to lend the re-

mainder.1^ By 1810, the Fund had accumulated $151,115*20 in 

-^chapter 126, Laws of 1801. 

-^Chapter 171, Laws of 1807« 

^Chapter 71, Laws of 1822. 

-^Section 1/£, chapter 103, Laws of 1803» 

-^Chapter 66, Laws, of 1805» 
1?Chapter 32, Laws of 1807» 

•^Chapter 193, Laws of 1807* 
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principal"^ and. its annual interest exceeded $26 ,000 ,c In 

1813. the Legislature mandated that the interest on money 

21 

"borrowed from the Common School Fund be 7 per cent. 

A new State Constitution was adopted in 1821, which 

provided that the proceeds of all future land sales by the 

State, together with the existing schools funds, should be-• 

come "a perpetual fund, the interest of which shall be in-

violably appropriated and. applied to the support of common 
22 

schools throughout this state." This perpetual fund received 

additional monies from time to time. In 1827, the State 

Legislature turned over to it $100,000 in bank stock owned by 

the State, plus the balance due on the State loan of 1786 

($3316l6.19) » plus $91,349.00 from the sale of State land in 

Oswego County. In 1836, Henry Glay sponsored a bill in the 

United States Senate to distribute surplus United. State gov-

ernment funds among the states. This bill passed, and on 

January 1, 1837» New York received four million dollars. The 

State Legislature decreed that the Common School Fund was to 

receive $100,000 annually from this deposit fund. This amount 

was raised by $55»000 in 1'838.^ In 1846, by Constitutional 

19ftandall, Common School System of New York, p. 9• 

^Lincoln, Messages of the Governors, II, 660. 

^Chapter 84, Laws of 1813. 

^Constitution of 1821, Section 14. 

23chapter 237, Laws of 1838. 
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provision, additional monies from the deposit fund were trans-

ferred to the Common School Fund. By the end of 1850, the 

Fund^ consisted of a total of $5,^10,230.03, broken down as 

follows 3 

Productive Capital $2,2^3>563*36 

Capital of the U. S. Deposit 

Fund, Law of I836 $2,750,000.00 

Capital of the U. S. Deposit 
Fund, Constitution of 18^6 $ ^16,666.6?. 

The Law of 1812 

Following the failure of the Senate in 1800 to extend 

the Law of 1795• the Governors of the State repeatedly asked 

the Legislature to re-establish a system of Common Schools. 

In 1802, Governor Clinton phrased his request in the following 

terms s 

The system for t}ie encouragement of common 
schools having been discontinued, and the advantages 
to morals, religion, liberty, and good government 
arising from the general diffusion of knowledge 
being universally admitted, permit me to recommend 
this subject to your deliberate attention. The 
failure of one experiment for the attainment of an 
importantppbject ought not to discourage other 
attempts. ^ 

In 1803, he employed the following wordst 

The establishment of the common schools has at 
different times engaged the attention of the Legis-
lature, but although its importance is generally 
conceded, a diversity!of sentiment respecting the 

^^andall, Common School System of New York, p. 87. 

^Lincoln, Messages of the Governors, II, 512. 
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best means has hitherto prevented the accomplish-
ment of the object. The diffusion of knowledge is 
so essential to the promotion of virtue and the 
preservation of liberty as to render argument un-
necessary to excite you to a perseverance in this 
laudable pursuit. Permit me only to observe that 
education, by correcting the morals and improving 
the manners, tends to prevent those evils in soci-
ety which are beyond the sphere of legislation.26 

Clinton was succeeded, as Governor by Morgan Lewis in 

180*4-. At a special session of the Legislature in November 

of that year, Governor Lewis made his first plea for a school 

system. 

I cannot conclude, gentlemen, without calling 
your attention to a subject which my worthy and 
highly esteemed predecessor in office had so much 
at heart, and frequently,•I believe, presented to 
your views the encouragement of literature. In a 
'government resting on public opinion, and deriving 
its chief support from the affections of a people, 
religion and morality cannot be too sedulously cul-
tivated. To them, science is an handmaid; ignorance 
the worst of enemies. Literary information should 
then be placed within the reach of every descrip-
tion of citizens, and poverty should not be permitted 
to obstruct the path to the fane of knowledge. 
Common schools under the guidance of respectable 
teachers should be established in every village, and 
the indigent educated at public expense. The higher 
seminaries should also receive every patronage and 
support within the means of enlightened legislators. 
Learning would thus flourish and vice be more effectu-
ally restrained than by volumes of penal statutes .2? 

In 1805, Governor Lewis, in a special message-to the Legisla-

ture, went much further than just asking for the establishment 

of schools 5 he placed before the legislators the outline of a 

^Lincoln, Messages of the Governors. II, 528. 

27Ibid., II, 550-551. 
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plan for the establishment of such." But, they took no 

action on it. However, conditions in the state were changing 

during all this time. One author described the change in the 

following languages 

Class lines between 1?83 and 1825 lost much of 
their earlier rigidity with the decline of the landed-
aristocracy, the influx of Yankees, and the emergence 
of a free labor system. 'So other northern state ex-
perienced as great a social revolution as New York. 
It moved rapidly from a highly stratified, society to 
a democratic commonwealth providing a large equality 
of opportunity to all groups in the population.^9 

The "Yankees" referred to above were New Englanders. 

They comprised one of the largest groups to come into the 

state following the Revolution. Indeed, the period from 1800 

to 1820 has been called the period of "The Yankee Invasion." 

By 1820, it was estimated that "sixty to sixty seven percent 

of the people in New York had originated, in New England.."-^ 

These people were attracted to this State because of the 

availability of large tracts of good farmland, particularly 

in the western part of the state. They brought with them 

their belief in the public school system that their Puritan 

ancestors had established back in the seventeenth century. 

Their land purchases made them eligible to vote for State 

Senators. Thus, with their belief, and their political power, 

they were in a position to demand that a system of public 

O Q 

. See Lincoln, Messages of the Governors. II, 555-560. 

^Ellis f et al, A Short History of New York State, p. 205. 
3°lbid., p. 189. 
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schooling be established. In 1811, the Legislature permitted 

Governor Tompkins to appoint a Board of Commissioners to study 

and report on a system for the organization and establishment. 

of a Common School System, The chairman was Jedediah Peck, a 

native of Lyme, Connecticut. The Committee submitted its re-

port to the Legislature on February 1'+, 1812. The report 

contained an eloquent plea for the establishment of such a 

31 

systenr and a draft bill, which was passed by the Legislature 

on June 19, 1812.32 

By the provisions of the Law of 1812, the towns of the 

State were divided into school districts. This division was 

to be made in each town by three Commissioners elected by the 

people. Each town was also to elect trustees, or inspectors, 

to supervise the schools established. 

The interest which the Common School Fund earned each 

year was to be divided among the counties and towns according 

to the population as determined by the successive United 

States census• Each town was to divide its money among the 

districts within its boundaries based on the number of chil-

dren between the ages of five and fifteen residing in the 

district. The towns, in turn, were to raise an equal amount 

^Summaries of the report may be found in Randall's 
Common School System in New York, pp. 9-12, and Williams* 
ffarly New York History "(New" York, 1906) , pp. 34.6-349. ' The 
full report may be found in Finegan's Free Schools (Albanv, 
1921), pp. 37-43. 

-^Chapter 242, Laws of 1812. 
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by property taxation. The entire amount of State and town 

monies had to be used exclusively for teachers* salaries. 

Finally, this school system was to be directed by a 

Superintendent of Common Schools who was to be appointed by 

the State's Council of Appointment. 

This law was permissive rather than compulsory in nature, 

so towns did not have to participate. The minutes of the 

Board of Supervisors for Suffolk County for October 6, 1813» 

state, "The Clerk of the Board reports (persuant to notices 

to him delivered) that all the Towns in the County, except 

Islip Accept the School money, on the condition mentioned in 

33 

the Statute concerning common s c h o o l s . M r . Gideon Hawley, 

the first Superintendent of Common Schools, recognized that 

in some counties only one town might accept the plan and thus 

receive all the money appropriated to the county. Upon his 

recommendation the Legislature amended the law by making the 

counties responsible for matching the State funds beginning 

in the year 1814. 

These first common schools were public, but they were 

not free. Since the State and town monies could be used only 

for teachers' salaries, the other costs had to be borne by 

the parents of the students attending the schools. There was 

no compulsory attendance law, no provision for books or a 

course of study to be followed, and no set requirements to 

be met in order to teach. The act did state, "No person shall 

^%inutes of Suffolk County, 1, 94. 
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be employed as a teacher . . . who shall not have been pre-

viously examined by the Inspectors . . . and have received a 

certificate signed by at least two of said Inspectors, im-

porting that he is duly qualified to teach a common school, 

3 4 

and is of good moral character." 

Hawley was aware of these shortcomings and mentioned 

them in his third report to the Legislature. However, in the 

same report he pointed out also that "the great benefit of the 

act consists in securing the establishment of common schools, 

wherever they are necessary3 in organizing them on a suitable 

and. permanent foundation, and in guarding them against the 
3 < 

admission of unqualified teachers.Hawley, who was also 

born in Connecticut, served as Superintendent of Common Schools 

until 1821, During his tenure, 6,659 school districts had 

been founded and, in 1821, 332,979 children were being edu-

cated. (See Table II, Appendix B.) 

In 1821, the Council made Welcome Esleech the new 

Superintendent. 
Public indignation over this act of the Council 

of Appointments arose so quickly and decisively that' 
in less than three months the Legislature abolished 
the office of Superintendent of Common Schools.36 

^Sect ion VI, Chapter 242, Laws of 1812. 

^Annual Report of the Superintendent of Common Schools, 
April 1, I8l6, Assembly Journal 181?, p. $06. 

J^The State Education Department, Education in New York 
State, 1784-1954, p. 15. 
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The new Constitution adopted later that same year abol-

ished the Council of Appointments, and the duties of the 

office were assumed by the Secretary of State • 

Early Improvements 

As time progressed, the school districts were authorized 

to levy taxes for the purpose of buying and repairing a 

schoolhouse, including furniture. In 1841, the limit that a 

district could raise for a schoolhouse (without permission of 

the Town Superintendent) was $400.00,3$ p o r school apparatus 

such as globes, maps, blackboards, etc., the annual limit on 

taxes was $20.00 per year.-^ even with these additional 

taxes there was not enough money to cover the expenses of 

running the schools. The area of greatest discrepancy was 

teachers* salaries. The State payment plus the matching 

amount of local taxes did not equal the full amount of the 

teachers' annual salaries, so the rate-bill was employed to 

make up the balance. A rate-bill was a payment order to the 

parents of children enrolled in the school in proportion to 

the child's attendance. In many districts where families were 

too poor to pay the rate-bills, they were obliged, to provide 

the teacher with room and board. This practice became 

3?Chapter 240, Laws of 1821. 

^Section 6k, Act of 184-1. 

39section 10, Act of 184-1. 
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widespread and was quite unsatisfactory. In 1844, the State 

Deputy Superintendent of Common Schools wrote the following! 

This compulsory "boarding gives occasion to 
constant altercation and complaint, which often ter-
minates in breaking up the school. The best arrange-
ment is to give the teacher a specific sum and let 
him board himself. But there are some districts so 
destitute that it may afford the inhabitants con-
siderable relief to be permitted to board the teacher. 
In such cases the object can be obtained in another 
way. Let the trustees contract with the teacher at 
a specific sum per month, or by the quarter, and 
they may then agree with him, that if he shall be 
afforded satisfactory board at the house of any of 
the inhabitants, he will allow whatever sum may be 
agreed on per week for such board, to be applied to 
his wages, and will give an order on the trustees 
for the amount, to the person with whom he boards; 
and the trustees may then accept such order from 
the inhabitants, as payment to that extent upon his 
tuition bill, and deduct it from the amount to be 
paid the teacher, after having paid him the whole 
of the public money. 

It is strongly recommended that all contracts 
with teachers be made in writing, and a duplicate 
kept by each party. In no other way can justice be 
done to the parties in case of any dispute.^0 

Section Nine of the School Act of 1847 permitted the 

school trustees "to exempt from the payment of wages of 

teachers, either wholly or in part, such indigent persons 

within the district as they shall think proper, in any one 

quarter or term, and the same shall be a charge upon such 

d i s t r i c t . M a n y districts required a person to take a 

pauper's oath before permitting him to be exempt from such 

payment. In fact, this practice became so widespread that 

^ S . S. Randall, A Digest of the Common School System 
of the State of New York {Albany, 18^4), p. 195~ ~ 

^•Section Nine, Act of 1847. 
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in I850 the Deputy Superintendent of Common Schools wrote 

the following 1 

In the exercise of the power conferred upon 
the trustees, of exempting indigent inhabitants of 
their district from the payment of the whole or of 
portions of their rate-bills, the utmost liberality, 
compatible with justice to the district should be 
indulged. Nothing can be more at variance with the 
benign spirit and intent of the schools laws, than 
the compulsory distress and sale of articles of ab-
solute necessity to an indigent family, for the 
purpose of satisfying the rate-bill for teachers' 
wages. And. yet cases of this kind are frequently 
brought to the notice of the department. Every 
reasonable facility should be afforded to the chil-
dren of the poor, for the attainment of all the 
blessings and advantages of elementary instruction} 
and this should never be permitted -to become in any 
degree burdensome to their parents. Where any in-
habitant of the district in indigent circumstances 
cannot meet the rate-bill for the payment of teachers' 
wages, without subjecting himself to serious embar-
rassment, or his family to sensible deprivation, he 
should promptly and cheerfully be exonerated. A 
just feeling of pride may,reasonably be expected to 
preclude any from availing themselves of this ex-
emption, unless under the pressure of absolute neces-
sity! and occasional abuses of the privilege so 
accorded, are productive of less disastrous results, 
than a prevailing impression among the indigent in-
habitants of a district, that their children can 
partake of the advantages of common school education, 
only at a burdensome charge to themselves, and by a 
sacrifice of the ordinary necessities and comforts 
of their families 

Despite this admonition, the rate-bill system continued to 

block many children's attendance at school until it was abol-

ished and the public schools became free. 

^Randall, Common School System of New York, p. 229. 
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The Gradual Growth of Islip 

From the end of the Revolution through the first half of 

the nineteenth century, Islip remained completely rural, Its . 

total population in I850 was only 2,602, making it one of the 

slowest growing towns in the state. Most of its settlements 

were along the south shore, and even in this area there were 

only two identifiable hamlets (Bay Shore and Sayville). The 

entire north end of the town was void of people except near 

where Hauppauge now stands. 

There were three main reasons for this slow growth. 

First, most of the original land grants were kept intact by 

their owners. Only the Mowbray patent was subdivided and 

sold to any extent. The other landholders rented their lands 

to tenant farmers rather than sell them. However, since 

cheap land was available for sale in other towns on Long 

Island and in western New York, few immigrants were interested 

in replicating in the New World their peasant status of the 

Old World. Shortly after the Revolution-, the Nicoll family 

was forced to sell almost half of its estate to satisfy debts. 

Before they could, however, the family had to have the State 

Legislature pass enabling legislation.^3 This was necessary 

because the wording of Nicoll's will was not clear, and it 

could not be determined if his bequest was one of entail or 

of life estate. The remainder of the estate was held by the 

^chapter 60, Laws of 1786. 
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Nicoll family for almost fifty years more. Prime, the 

Religious Historian, writing about Islip's feudal system 

stated 

Here we have a striking illustration of the 
pernicious influence on the interests of population, 
resulting from the accumulation of land in the hands 
of a few owners . . » where that accumulation is 
perpetuated by the feudal law of e n t a i l m e n t ' • 

While entailment by means of a will was declared, illegal in 

New York State subsequent to the Revolution, it was still 

practiced by the landholders in Islip. 

Secondly, when land did become available, the lack of 

transportation in the area discouraged most prospective 

buyers. All the other towns on Long Island had water commu-

nication with New York City and New England, but Islip did 

not. "Its only water route was via a treacherous inlet fpire 

Island InletJ through which only a few dared to venture 

The third reason for Islip's slow growth was the fact 

that "people who did make homes came from many different 

localities, there was no unity of purpose. They had no com-

mon church or other organization that served as a bond or tie."^ 

Prime found only two churches in the entire town in 18401 the 

old Nicoll chapel in what was to become Oakdale and a Methodist 

Church in Bay Shore. 

^Nathaniel S. Prime, A History of Lone Island (New 
York, 18^5) P. 246. 1 

^5paul Bailey, Long Island. I, 319. 

^Ibid., I, 319. 
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In tracing the effects of the State's efforts to estab-

lish common schools in the Town of Islip, one is hampered by 

the fact that only one of the school districts within the 

town has complete records dating prior to I856. With regard 

to the Law of 1795» the County Records give only the break-

down of the funds among the towns. (See page 93•) They- do 

not indicate where schools were located or the manner in 

which the towns used the funds allocated to them. In 1796, 

the town elected its first set of Commissioners of Common 

Schools. They were Richard Udall, Nathaniel Conklin, and 

Jeremiah Higbie. Conklin and Higbie were re-elected in 

1797» and Tredwell Scudder replaced U d a l l . I n 1798, Scudder 

and Higbie were re-elected while William Nicoll replaced 

Conklin.^ jt is not known if.these Commissioners issued 

any reports. If they did, they have been-completely lost 

for there is no record of them in the Minutes Book or in any 

papers in the archives. The Minutes of 1799 do not record 

any election of School Commissioners. Instead, they read as 

follows'* 

The Commifioners of schools are ordered to pay 
the monies collected in the town for the- use of 
Schools in the years 1797 and 1798 into the hands 
of the town Treasurer.50 

^Minutes of the Town of Islip, I, 78. (Mss.) 

48Ibid.; p. 79. 

^9lbid., p. 80, 

5°Ibid., p. 81. 
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In the "back of this original Minutes Book is a section 

entitled "Accounts from 1789-" to 1824 . There are no re-

ceipts of school money from the county recorded here, but on 

June 5, 1797, an entry did note that David Sprague was paid 

one pound, twelve shillings, "for collecting at tax in 1796 

for the scool."^1. The only other entry relating to money, 

collected for schooling is dated April 1, 1800, It read, 

"Collected on account of the schools in the year 1797 amount 

52 

thirteen pounds, seven shillings, nine pence."-' 

Islip was the only town in Suffolk County that declined 

to participate in the state funding for Common Schools under 

the Law of 1812. (See page 101.) When the funding became a 

county responsibility in 1814 and Islip had to match state 

funds, a special town meeting was held on June 25, at which 

meeting Tredwell Scudder, William Wheeler', and Willet Green 

were elected as Commissioners for Common Schools. At that 

same meeting, six Inspectors of Common Schools were also 

elected. They were John Crum, John Douglas, Medath Rogers, 
53 

Henry Micoll. Eliphalet Moubray, and Wickham Conkling. 

From 1814 through 1843, Commissioners and Inspectors of Common 

Schools were elected every year with one exception—1816. In 

1843, these offices were abolished. 

5^Minutes of the Town of Islip, I, 433* 

52Ibid., p. 431. 53Ibid., p. 97. 

5^Section 1, Chapter 133, Laws of 1843» 
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The only mention of these Commissioners and Inspectors 

in the Minutes Book is in a resolution at the annual meeting 

held in April of 1831» to the effect that the "Inspectors 

receive no compensation for Inspecting common Schools. 

Their reports, or findings, were not recorded. A small book, 

entitled Record of the Annual visitations of the Inspectors 

of Common Schools of Islip, is the only record of their work 

that is known to exist at this time.-^ It covers a period of 

ten years between 1825 and 1839* In it are listed the names 

of the teachers and the number of pupils taught for the var-

ious years; but there is no accounting of finances, buildings, 

or texts used. 

The Law of 1812 required that annual reports be filed by 

each town with the State Superintendent of Common Schools. 

He used these reports to compile an annual report to the 

Legislature. Due to the sparsity of returns of these required 

reports, it was not until 1820 that Hawley's report gave a 

detailed breakdown, by towns, of conditions in the schools. 

This was made possible only by an amendment to the Common 

School Law passed in April of 1819 which required that these 

reports be submitted. Prom then until 18̂ -1, the annual reports 

continued to be broken down by towns. After 184l, the sta-

tistics used were county-wide figures. 

^^Minutes of the Town of Islip, I, 133. 

5°This book was not known to exist until 1970 when it was 
discovered 111 the Archives of the Bay Shore Public Schools 
while material for this dissertation was being collected. 
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A study of these reports 'disclosed that the number of 

districts in Islip did not rise appreciably during this twenty-

year period, but the number of students almost doubled, The 

length of the school term throughout the period, was longer 

than the state average, and the number of pupils compared 

favorably with the total school age population. 

The only other existing record of the schools in Islip 

during this time is the manuscript report of the Commissioners 

for the Town of Islip for the school year 1820-1821. This is 

still on file in the State Education Department in Albany. 

It is dated Islip, September 30, 1821, and gives the following 

breakdowns 

Time School Kept 

Months Days 

Whole 
Districts 

Length of Time by 
Approved Teacher 
Months Days 

1 

2 

3 

k 

5 

Parts of 
Districts 

Huntington 21 

Sinithtown 5 

9 

12 

3 

3 

11 

18 6 

12 

3 

3 

11 

0 

12 

3 

12 

3 
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triet Amount of Money 
Received 

Nc. of Children 
Taught 

No. of Children 
Five to Fifteen 

1 $ 32,3'9 38 60 

2 • 23.66 79 58 

3 28.28 30 62 

4 2-4.15 57 kk 

5 28,28 7 k 61 . 

21 18.51 55 41 

5 9.77 
$165.65 

^0 
373 

17 ' 
3^3 

Total Money Received? $165 .04 

Receivedi: County Treasurer S 82.11 

Town Collection 82 .93 „ 
sToJTot 5c 

While there were no maps to indicate where these districts 

were located (the first school district map of Islip was not 

published until 1853) » these lev; numbers have consistently 

"been assigned to the same district, so it is safe to assume 

.that they always were assigned to these districts# In addi-

tion, the census figures from that period indicate that most 

of the population lived along the shore. Thus, it can be 

concluded that the districts referred to above were located 

as followsj 

District 1 was in the area now known as Bay Shore. 

District 2,—Islip. 

^The Commissioners of Common Schools Report from the 
Town of Islip, School Year 182C-21, Mss. Collection, New 
York State Library, Albany, New York. 
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District 3--2ast Islip, Oakdale. 

District 4—Sayville, West Sayville. 

District 5—Bayport. 

The part of the district shared with Huntington 21 was where 

West Islip is today, and the part of Smithtown 5 w a s "the 

northwest corner of the town. 

The books in use in the Islip Schools in the 1820's 

were 

Websters Spelling Book, 

The American Preceptur, 

The English Reader, 

Walkers Dictionary, 

Morris Geography, and. 
C O 

Murray's English Grammar. 

The last-mentioned book was written in Islip by Lindsley 

Murray during the Revolutionary War. Murray was a guest in 

Judge Isaac Thompson's home, named Sagtikos Manor, which was 

the one first erected by Van Courtlandt in 1697• 

While it was mandatory for the Commissioners of Common 

Schools to file annual reports, there was no provision in 

the law for the Inspectors to do likewise. In 1839, the' 

State Legislature authorized, that 
The Superintendent of Common Schools may des-

ignate and appoint such and so many persons.as he 
shall from time to time deem necessary, to visit 
and examine into the condition of the common schools 

58 Ibid. 
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in the county where such persons may reside, and 
report to the Superintendent on all such matters 
relating to the condition of such schools, and the 
means of improving them, as he shall prescribe; 
but no allowance or compensation shall be made to 
the said visitors for such service.59 

No reports of visitors to the schools in Islip remain. 

However, the Assembly kept on file one report from each county 

which typified the conditions existing in the county. Thus, 

the conditions described by the visitors to Islip's neigh-

boring town of Brookhaven can be assumed to have existed in 

Islip also. This report, dated. October 24, 184-0, was submitted 

by S. B. Strong and J. R. Satterly, on the basis of their 

visits to the thirty-five schools in the town. The only praise-

worthy effect of education they found, was in the pronunciation 

and spelling of both teachers and pupils. On the negative side 

they found that 

The larger pupils have no spelling lessons; 
very few are taught to define words. Too little 
attention is paid to the studies of grammar and 
geography. The younger children often con over 
their lessons in whispers. There is not sufficient 
emulation among the pupils,, Premiums should be 
given to the most deserving either from a fund pro-
vided. by the parents, or from public monies. The 
larger children are not sent to school during .the 
summer. There are too many private schools. The 
compensations paid to the teachers are insufficient. 
The play, of the children at noon is often very rough, 
and their language frequently vulgar and profane. 
The only way in which the last difficulty can be 
remedied is by.the employment of able teachers 
whose government shall be firm and shall extend not 
only to the schoolhouse, but to the playgrounds in 
its vicinity. 

59gection VIII, Chapter 133, Laws of 1843. 

6 ° A s s e m b l y of the State of New York, Assembly Paper 
Number 153, February 26, .1841, p. 58. 
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Islip apparently had dedicated and capable teachers, 

for in 1830 the first teacher's organisation in the state 

was formed in the town, and according to Ross, 

The Teachers Association of the Town of Islip 
with Amos Doxsee, Henry Brewster, William Brewster, 
Henry Doxsee, and Jonas Jarvis as its moving spirits 
.. . . performed a useful work for several years.61 

Other towns followed Islip*s example and. organized their 

own associations. In 1852, these organizations merged and 

became the Suffolk Teachers' Association. Harry Brewster 

was appointed schoolmaster for the District 2 school, and in 

1844 he was elected Islip*s first Town Superintendent of 

62 

Common Schools. His place as schoolmaster was assumed by 

Amos Doxsee, who was not only active in the common schools 

but assumed an active role in post common school education 

as well. 

Due to the vast increase in the number of school dis-

tricts between 1812 and 1840, and the negative tone of most 

of the reports of the school visitors, the Legislature in 

the latter year introduced two intermediate levels of super-

vision. In 1841, the Board of Supervisors in each county 

was required to appoint a County Superintendent of Common 

Schools,^ and in 1843 the town offices of Commissioner and 

Inspector of Common Schools were abolished. In their place, 

^-Ross, History of Long Island. II, 163. 

^Minutes of the Town of Islip, 1, 184. (Mss.) 

^Section 36, Act of 1841. 
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"There shall hereafter lie annually elected in each of the 

towns of this State, at the same time and in the same manner 

that other town officers are chosen, an officer to be denom-

64 

inated 'Town Superintendent of Common Schools *" 

The office of County Superintendent was abolished by the 

Legislature on November 13« 1847« only six years after it was 

created , due largely to the political machinations employed 

in the selection of the Superintendents in many counties. 

The seriousness of the situation is described by Randall in 

the following termsi 
Their selection had been very injudiciously 

confided to the Boards of - Supervisors of the re-
spec ti.ve counties, whose functions, however useful 
and important in other respects, had no particular 
reference to the educational wants and interests of 
the community; and who were besides, to a great ex-
tent, divided, into political parties, upon the 
varying supremacy of which, the choice of County 
Superintendents was, too generally made to depend, 
without especial regard to the intellectual and. 
moral qualifications of the candidate for the im-
portant and responsible station he was destined to 
fill. While, therefore, far the greater number of 
officers appointed by them, were men eminently qual-
ified for the discharge of their duties, there were 
some who were justly obnoxious to the charge, not 
only of incapacity, but of perversion of the high 
functions devolved upon them to sinister personal 
and political ends; and the indignation excited by 
these instances of disregard of duty and-moral ob-
liquity gradually extended itself to other locali-
ties where no reasonable grounds for suspicion 
existed. The pecuniary burden likewise, of defrey-
ing one-half the salary of these officers from the 
county treasuries, was magnified and dwelt upon by 
the interested and designing; and the Legislature 
was annually flooded with petitions for the aboli-
tion of the office as unnecessary, oppressive and 
improperly administered.°5 

^Section 2, Chapter 133 > Laws of 1.843. 

^Randall, Digest of the Common School System, p. 6$. 
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Suffolk was one of the counties that selected its 

Superintendents with care. On October 5» 1841, the Board, of 

Supervisors passed a resolution "that a committee of three 

be appointed to report a suitable person for Superintendent 

of Common. Schools for the County of Suffolk. The Committee 

recommended William S. Preston of Brookhaven, and on 

November 26, 1841, he was elected for a two-year term. He 

was succeeded by Samuel A. Smith (1843-1845), Sidney A. Norton 

(1845-1847), Psanblin Tohill (named, but did. not serve as the 

67 

office was abolished). Summaries of their annual reports 

may be found in the Annual Reports of the Superintendents of 

Common Schools. These reports deal with conditions existing 

in the counties in general; they do not discuss any of the 

towns in particular. 

In his first report Preston dwelt at length on the con-

dition of the schoolhouses in the county. He reported 
The schoolhouses in this county are not all as 

they should be to facilitate the popular method of 
instruction, A small minority of the houses are 
good, but a large majority are in a bad and decaying 
condition. They are too small generally to accomo-
date well the number of children that sometimes 
assemble in them. The internal arrangements of the 
schoolhouses are of the oldfashioned. order with the 
writing tables to the wall of the house with two 
rows of seats on either side and. rear with a box 
stove in the center. The seats are generally con-
structed without backs making it extremely tiresome 

^Suffolk County Minutes Book. Vol. 1, later' pages not 
numbered. (This Mss. was not written in a numbered book. 
Someone began to number the pages, but the practice was not 
carried throughout the book.) 

6?Ibid., Vol. I. 
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for the smaller children. Some new houses have 
recently been built which from their internal ar-
rangement and location show that the inhabitants 
are ready for improvement. A very great error 
has prevailed in this county in the location of 
schoolhouses. I think as many as four-fifths of 
them stand on a line with some public highway con-
sequently allowing no playground except by the 
roadside, which oftentimes means the safety of the 
small children is in jeopardy.68 

His subsequent reports follow in the same vein. Smith, in 

his report in 1844, made the following observationi 

I have found some good schools, and many poor 
schools. . . . One thing I would state, however, 
as a result of my observations that whenever I have 
found any considerable degree of interest manifested 
by the inhabitants of a district, I have invariably 
found a good school, and vice versa.°9 

The reports submitted by Harry Brewster as Town Super-
l 

intendent (1843-1849) and his successory, J. R. Mowbray, have 

not been preserved for posterity. 

The inhabitants of the Town of Islip must have been very 

interested in their schools at this period. This can be de-

duced from the fact that they did employ capable teachers and 

because Prime, writing about the town in 1840, could find 

only the schoolhouses to praise. His observations were as 

followss 

The two small churches which have been men-
tioned fin Bay Shore and Oakdale^ are the only 
places of worship within its limits. Some few of 

/To 
""Annual Report of the Superintendent of Common Schools 

of the State of New York (Albany, 1843), p. 354. " 

^Annual Report ,o_f the Superintendent of Common Schools 
of the State of New York (Albany", 184-5), pp. 333-3^. 
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the inhabitants on the east and west borders are 
attached to congregations in the adjacent towns? 
but the greater part of the population must be 
living in utter destitution of the means of grace. 
From this fact, and the additional consideration 
that this town is a great resort for sportsmen and 
men of pleasure, the state of morals may be inferred. 
Here are several large hotels, furnished with bil-
liard tables, ninepin alleys, and other means of 
amusement and dissipation, which doubtless exert a 
much more powerful effect on the public morals than 
all the counter influences that are here enjoyed. 
So that, on the whole, to a moral and religious man, 
this town presents the most undesirable residence of 
any town in the county. 

It is due to the people of this town, to say 
that their schoolhouses present the appearance, .ex-
ternally of being spacious and comfortable buildings? 
and it* is to be inferred that the rising generation 
are favoured with the privilege of good common 
schools.70 

Summary 

The period between 1?83 and. 1850 saw the establishment 

and. growth on a sound, financial basis of an elementary school 

system throughout the state. While the' system was available 

to all children, it was not a free system. State aid and 

local taxes provided a major portion of the money needed to 

operate the schools, but the remainder was paid by the parents 

of students through the use of rate-bills. Inability on the 

part of the parents to meet these financial obligations, and 

their unwillingness to take a pauper's oath, prevented many 

children from attending school. The rate-bill, system was 

ultimately abolished. 

7°Prime, A History of Long Island, pp. 2^7-2^8. 
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Throughout this period. Is.lip remained a sparsely popu-

lated rural area, Its inhabitants apparently were concerned 

with the education of the youngsters of the town, for they 

employed capable teachers for their schools, built impressive 

schoolhouses, and elected qualified and interested men to the 

office of Town Superintendent of Common Schools. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE ADVANCEMENT OF EDUCATION 

State Leadership 1850-1900 

During the second half of the nineteenth century, three 

major changes were effected in education in New York State. 

The first was the establishment and rise of public secondary 

education. The second was the abolition of rate-bills, making 

the public schools of the state free to all. The third was a 

change in the system of supervision of the schools, together 

with increased aid to education. 

Secondary Education 

Until 1850, secondary education in New York was the ex-

clusive province of private institutions of learning. During 

the Colonial period, the Latin Grammar Schools provided in-

struction in Latin, Greek, and mathematics, preparing their 

students for entrance to college. In New York City, there 

was at least one such school in operation almost continually 

from 1659 until the Revolution.^" During the latter part of 

this period, "the conception of a secondary school giving in-

struction in a wide range of subjects of immediate practical 

For a complete record of these schools, see George F. 
Miller, "The Academy System of New York," Fifteenth Annual 
Report of the State Department of Education (Albany, 1922), 
II, 82*87. 
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O 

value began to find expression."c The concrete expressions 

of this concept were the academies. These schools continued 

to offer the curriculum of the grammar school, but they added 

other courses without reference to college requirements. As 

Miller stated, "there was no conflict resulting in the exter-

mination of the old and the rise of the new, but simply an . 

3 
absorption of the old by the new." 

The academies of New York State.--The Act of 1787 that 

reformed the Board of Regents also outlined the requirements 

for incorporation of academies and gave the Regents visitation 

and examination rights in these institutions. 
* t 

In subsequent legislation, the state government enacted 

the principle of public support for secondary education by 

establishing the "literature lotteries" (see page 95) and ear-

marking portions of the proceeds for the support of academies. 

These monies became known as the Literature Fund. In 1827, 

the Legislature added $150,000 to the fund."' In 1839» the 

fund also received a portion of the United States Deposit Fund 

( $ 2 8 , 0 0 0 ) I n 1827, the control and use of the income of 

this fund was set forth as follows 1 

2Ibid., p. 84. 

^Ibid., p. 85. 

^See Articles III and XVIII. Chapter 82, Laws of 1787. 

^Chapter 228. Laws of 1827. 

^Chapter 237. Laws of 1838. 
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23. The Regents shall have the control of the 
whole income arising from the Literature Fund, and 
shall annually divide such income into eight equal 
parts, and assign one part thereof to each Senate 
district. They shall annually distribute the part 
so assigned to each district, among such of the in-
corporated seminaries of learning, exclusive of 
colleges, within such district, as are now subject, 
or shall become subject, to their visitation, by a 
valid corporate act. 

§24. Every such distribution shall be made in 
proportion to the number of pupils in each seminary, 
who, for four months during the preceding year, shall 
have pursued therein, classical studies, or the higher 
branches of English education, or both. 

S25, No pupil in any such seminary shall be 
deemed to have pursued classical studies, unless he 
shall have advanced at least so far as to have read 
in Latin the first book of the AEneid; nor to have 
pursued the higher branches of English education, 
unless he shall have advanced beyond such knowledge 
of arithmetic (including vulgar and decimal frac-
tions)-, and of English grammar.and geography, as is 
usually obtained in common schools.7 

In 1847» the apportionment of the Literature Fund by 

senatorial districts was abolished, and disbursement among 

the academies in proportion to the number of pupils attending 

was substituted.® 

Section 25 cited above was necessary because the acad-

emies were never purely secondary schools but included elemen-

tary program as well. .Thus, the function of the academy and 

the common school overlapped. In I8O7, two-thirds of the 

pupils enrolled in academies were pursuing elementary work.^ 

^Chapter 15» Title !_» Revised Statues of the State of 
New York Relative to Public Instruction in Colleges, Academies, 
and Select Schools. 

^Chapter 258, Laws of 1847. 

^Journal of the Assembly 1808. p. 400. 
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"Until late In the century from one-half to three-fourths of 

the pupils in academies were enrolled in elementary grades. 

And, since the intent of the Legislators was to subsidize 

secondary education, they made explicit in the law the courses 

they considered secondary-level studies. Only students pur-

suing these courses were eligible for aid from the Literature 

Fund • 

Just as the academies reached down into the elementary 

program, the common schools extended their curriculum upward 

to include advanced subjects. Governor DeWitt Clinton favored 

this idea. In 1826, he pointed out that ten years of a child's 

life were spent in Common School and that 

In two years the elements of instruction may be 
acquired, and the remaining eight years must either 
be spent in repetition or in idleness, unless the 
teachers of common schools are competent to instruct 
in higher branches of knowledge. The outlines of 
geography, algebra, mineralogy, agricultural chem-
istry, mechanical philosophy, surveying, geometry, 
astronomy, political economy and ethics might be com-
municated in that period of time by able preceptors 

Other school and government officials concurred with the 

Governor. However, the result of policy was a conflict be-

tween the two classes of schools in which each accused the 

other of neglecting its proper sphere of education and en-

12 
croaching upon the function of the other. 

•^George F. Miller, "The Academy System of the State of 
New York," Fifteenth Annual Report of the Education Department 
(Albany, 1922}, II, 105". 

^Lincoln, Messages of the Governors. Ill, 116. 

12 
For a complete summary of these arguments, see The 

Report of the Regents, 1344, p. 503; 184-5, pp. 144-145 and 149• 
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Training an adequate number of common school teachers 

was a continuing problem during this era, and one of the 

methods of solving it was to employ the academies- as teacher-

training institutions. In 1830, the Legislature received a 

massive report on the common schools which included sugges-

13 

tions for the education of teachers, One'suggestion was 

the establishment of a State Seminary for teacher trainings 

The plan was never enacted into law. On January 8, 1835» 

the Regents recommended that an academy in each of the eight 

state senatorial districts be selected to establish and or-

ganize a teacher-training department. Pursuant to this 

recommendation eight academies were so selected, and in 1837 

legislation was passed to put the plan into operation.1^ 

Even this scheme did not provide enough qualified common 

school teachers. So, in 1844, the State Normal School at 

Albany was c r e a t e d , t o function in addition to the Normal 

Departments in the academies. In 1849, funds were made 

available to one or more academies in each county that in 

1850 instructed "at least twenty pupils for at least four 
1 & * 

months in the science of common school teaching." By the 

end of I850, the Regents had incorporated a total of 117 • 

academies, of which sixteen were extinct and two had merged 
-^Legislative Documents, I830, Vol. IV, No. 387. 

^Chapter 241, Laws of 1837. 

1-^Chapter 311. Laws of 1844. 

-^Chapter 174. Laws of 1849. 
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1 7 

with other institutions."*" These coupled with the schools 

that the State Legislature had from time to time incorporated 

and put under the control of "visitation by the Regents * . • 

fjnadej a total of one hundred sixty-one academies reporting. 

The total enrollment was 28,9^1 pupils of whom 16,553 studied 
18 

Greek and Latin or the higher English branches." 

The first academy in New York State was established in 

East Hampton in 1?84. It was named Clinton Academy in honor 

of Governor George Clinton, and its first headmaster was 

William Payne (whose son wrote "Home Sweet Home"). Clinton 

Academy was incorporated by the Regents in 1787» along with 

Erasmus Hall Academy in Flatbush. By the end of 1802, twenty-

two academies had been chartered, four of which were on Long 

19 
Island. 7 As one author has stated, "while Long Island was 

20 
poor in elementary education, it was rich in academies." 
There were no academies in the.Town of Islip, 

The rise of the public high school.—"Until about 1850 

academies were considered an integral part of the public 

•^Instructions from the Regents of the University to the 
Several Colleges. Academies, et al. (Albany, 1-853), pp. 139-1^3. 

I Q 
xoElsie G. Hobson, Educational Legislation and Adminis-

tration in the State of New York from 1777 to 1850 (Chicago, 
191877 p* 176T 

^Instructions from the Regents, op. cit., p. 139* A 
complete history of the early academies of Long Island can be 
found in Ross, A History of Long Island. I, pp. 271-276. 

20J• H. Thirry, History of the Early Schools on Lone: 
Island (Long Island City, 19057, p. 9. 
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21 
educational system of the state." However, during the 

latter half of the nineteenth century, the high school took 

its place and, by 1885» "the old time academies [readjusted^ 

. . . and a new type of academy which catered to the wealthy 

22 

and prepared boys for college arose." These new academies 

were private institutions, not part of the state tax supported 

system. 

The transition from academies to high schools was the 

result of three important laws, the first of which was passed 

Provide for the Establishment of 

act permitted school districts 

academical department shall be 

in 1853» entitled "An Act to 

Union Free Schools . This 

to combine, and "whenever an 

• » established fthey shall enjoy} all the immunities and 

? u* 

privileges now enjoyed by the academies of this state." 

The act further provided that admission to these academic de-

partments would be the same as.for the academies and that the 

trustees of an academy within the district and "the said 

academy shall be regarded as the academical department of such 

Union School.."2-' 

This act, unfortunately, never had the results that its 

supporters hoped for. According to the Superintendent of-
21 xMiller, "The Academy System of New York," p. 133, 
22Ibid., p. 133. 

23chapter 4-33. Laws of 1853. 

2^Ibid., Section 8. 

25lbid.f Section 1?. 
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Public Instruction (the office that replaced the Superintend-

ent of Common Schools in 1854), Henry Van Dyck, "the act needs 

revision. Its provisions are in many respects ambiguous, in 

26 

some contradictory, in others odiously unequal,"" Also, the 

word "free" was a misnomer because rate-bills were still used. 

In 1864, the Legislature attempted to improve the Union Free 

School Act by eliminating some and amending others of the 

objectionable provisions. One amendment stated, "any moneys 

required to pay teachers' wages, in a Union Free School, or 

in the academical department thereof . . . shall be raised by 
27 

tax, and not by rate bill." ' However, this last provision 
had little effect because the Legislature passed "many special 

2ft 

acts permitting tuition fees contrary to the general law." 

The third law that accentuated the growth of high schools 

was the abolition of rate-bills by the Legislature in 186?«^^ 

The effects of these laws on academies may be seen in Table III, 

Appendix B. Many of the academies were taken over by the Union 

Free School Districts. 

2 fi 

Seventh Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (Albany, 1861), p~. "15. 

2 "^Consolidated School Act, 1864, Chapter 555t Title IX, 
Section II. 

^Miller, "The Academy System of New York," p. 115• 

^Chapter 4o6, Laws of 1867. 

3°For the various ways in which this was accomplished, 
see Miller, "The Academy System of the State of New York," 
op. cit. 
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With the establishment of academic departments in the 

Union Free Schools, and the absorption of some academies by 

these schools, there began a gradual change in the curriculum 

offered by these institutions. The private academies, many 

of which were church-affiliated, and boarding schools con-

tinued to stress courses of study designed to prepare their 

students for entrance into college. On the other hand, the 

Regents suggested that the high schools "should be schools 

for giving practical instruction in sciences, bookkeeping, 

and all subjects related to business trades and minor pro-

fessions ; and that they should be made practical to attract 

pupils who vvant an education for immediate use. 

New York State's Public Schools Become Free 

The history of the movement to make the public schools 

of New York State free has already been written.-^ While 

certain city and village schools had been made free earlier, 

the first act to make all schools free was not enacted until 

This act provided that the matter be submitted to 

the people for approval. In 1853» the State's highest court 

(the Court of Appeals) ruled this law unconstitutional, not 

because of its subject but because the Legislature passed to 

the people the approval of the law. 

^Regents Reports. 1869, pp. XVII, XVIII. 

32See Thomas E. Finegan, Free Schools (Albany, 1921). 

3 h a p ter 140, Laws of 1849» 
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In 1851, another free school law was passed. Again, the 

word "free" was a misnomer because the law stated "any balance 

required to be raised in any school district for the payment 

of teachers* wages . . * shall be raised by rate-bill." 

Rate-bills were abolished in Union Free School Districts 

in 186^,"^ but they were continued in common school districts 

until 1867. In the latter year, the Legislature amended the 

general acts relating to public instruction to read, "here-

after all moneys now authorized . . . to be collected by 

rate bill • . » shall be collected by tax. Thus, for the 

first time since they were established, New York State *s 

public schools were free in fact as well as in name. In 

1895f "the following provision was included in the new State 

Constitutions "The Legislature shall provide for the main-

tenance and support of a system of free common schools wherein 

37 
all the children of this state may be educated."-" 

Supervision at the State and Local Levels 

When the common schools were established in 1812, a dual 

system of state control over public education was established. 

The Board of Regents had control of the academies and uni-

versities, while the Superintendent of Common Schools supervised 

^Section 6, Chapter .1511 Laws of 1851. 

^ C o n s o l i d a t e d School Act, 1864, Chapter 555. Title IX. 
Section 11. 

3^Section 26, Chapter U-06, Laws of 186?. 

^Article IX, Section 1, Constitution of 1895. 
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elementary education* .Due to the tremendous growth of the 

common school system, the Legislature created the Department 

of Public Instruction in 1854 and vested the duties of the 

Superintendent of Common Schools (which were being discharged 

by the Secretary of State since 1821) in the new office of 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

The Union Free School Act of 1853 provided that "every 

academic department so established [by the actJ shall be 

under the visitation of the Regents of the University, and 

shall be subject in its course of education and matters per-

taining thereto to all the regulations in regard to academies 

made by said Regents. 

The result of these two acts was confusion and contro-

versy between the two administrative educational agencies in 

the state. "Each department with a new energy which was be-

gotten of the determination to outrun the other, secured 

appropriation and multiplied its employees with a view to the 

final and exclusive occupancy of the [secondary education] 

40 

field." Despite this rivalry education developed, and at 

the beginning of the twentieth century the competitiveness 

was brought to an end. 

38chapter 21* Laws .of 1854. 

39section 16, Chapter 433» Laws of 1853. 

^Harlan H. Horner, Education in New York State 1784-
1954 (Albany, 1954), p. lB. 
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On the local level, a system of School Commissioners was 

established by Legislative Act in 1856, This office re-

placed the County Superintendent *s Office that had been abol-

ished in 1847. as well as the Office of Town Superintendent 

which this act abolished. It provided for the County Board 

of Supervisors to elect a Commissioner for each Assembly 

District within the county. The duties of* these District 

Commissioners were spelled out in great detail. The licensing 

of teachers, visiting all schools in their district, conducting 

examinations to assess the progress of pupils, and holding 

42 
teacher institutes were some of the duties. 

Increased State Aid, and Average Daily Attendance 

Until I85I» the apportionment of the Common School Fund 

was on the basis of population, both of the county and the 

school district. The disbursement of money to the school 

districts was based upon the number of inhabitants between 

the ages of five through fifteen. The second "Free School 

Law," passed in 1851, called for a state tax on property 

totaling $800,000 a yea.r. This, plus the annual interest on 

the Common School Fund, brought the state contribution to the 

common schools to $1,100,000.^ This money was to be divided 

^Chapter 179, Laws of 1856. 

/i 2 
The full instructions to District Superintendents can 

be found in the Fifth Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instructi"on~TAlbanv. I859), pp. 27-37. 

/+3paul Monroe, A Cyclopedia of Education (New York. 1913). p. ^ 6 2 ̂  - — 
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so that one-third was disbursed squally among all the common 

school districts and the remaining two-thirds was apportioned 

among the districts on the basis of population between the 

ages of four and twenty-one. 

In I856, because the $800,000 per year property tax was 

not enough, the law was amended so tha.t a tax rate of three-

fourths of a mill per dollar of assessed value was collected 

is c 
Lit # 

on property for common school support. "This change in-

creased the amount of state aid by one-third. 

Aid distribution based on population was attacked by many. 

One of the critics was Thomas Mount, the School Commissioner 

for the Second District of Suffolk County (which included 

Islip Town), who stated 

X can see no good reason for apportioning pub-
lic money on a basis of population. Such a method 
tends to encourage non-attendance. . . . By making 
the average daily attendance the basis of the appor-
tionment of the whole of the public school money, 
you will offer a reward for attendance, and all 
will feel.interested in making it as large as 
possible.^6 

In 1864, a new state aid formula was passed by the 

Legislature. Distribution of aid was made the responsibility 

of the County Commissioners. Cne-third of the money was 

still distributed to the school districts equally. The re-

maining two-thirds were disbursed on the basis of the county 

^Chapter 180, Laws of 1856. 

^Monroe, A Cyclopedia of Education, p. 462. 
h £ 
Fourteenth Annual Report of the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction (AlbanyT^lMS)p. 359. 
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population. However, after 1866, one-half of this money was 

47 

to be disbursed on the basis of average daily attendance. 

This was a compromise, but an important one. The principle 

of Average Daily Attendance had been established. As time 

went on, it became the basis of almost all state aid. 

In 186?, with the abolition of rate-bills, the tax rate 

on property for the support of common schools was raised to 
hQ 

one and one-fourth mills per one dollar of assessed valuation. 

Further Developments in Teacher Education 

When it became apparent that the state Normal School was 

not capable of training a sufficient number of teachers as it 

was initially organized, it was expanded by the Legislature 

until by the end of the century there were ten more such 

schools in operation. These were the followingt 

Oswego 
Authorized 

1853 
Opened 
1863 ' 

Cortlandt 1866 1869 

Predonia 18 66 1868 

Potsdam 1866 I869 

Brockport 1866 1867 

Geneseo 1867 1871 

Buffalo 1867 1871 

New Paltz I885 1886 

^Chapter 555» Laws of 1864. 

^Chapter 406, Laws of 1867. 
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Authorized Opened 
Oneonta " 1887 ~TB89" 

Plattsburg' 1889 1892 

Jamaica 1893 1897. 

The Jamaica Normal School was transferred to New York 

City in 1905. 

Seme academies and high schools also continued their 

Normal Departments throughout the latter half of the century. 

As an increasing number of qualified teachers became' 

available, the State encouraged the districts to employ them, 

rather than unqualified personnel. The Legislature granted 

100 dollars per annum for each qualified teacher a district 

employed after 1890.^ 

Insuring an adequate supply of qualified teachers and 

encouraging their employment were important steps toward an 

over-all attempt to improve the quality of education through-

out the state during this era. At the same time, the State 

authorities initiated the use of state-wide examinations in 

each academic department as a means of standardizing the 

quality of instruction. These Regents' Examinations, as they 

were called, will be discussed in the following chapter. Some 

feeble attempts at making attendance at school compulsory were 

also undertaken. 

49, Chapter Laws of .1890. 
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The Communities and School Districts 
of Islip 

Up until I850, Bay Shore and Sayville were the only two 

identifiable communities within the limits of the town. 

However, the number greatly increased during the last half 

of the century. The prime reason for this growth was the 

development of transportation. 

In 1825, the United States Government established a 

lighthouse at Fire Island Inlet. The passage remained haz-

ardous, but this navigational aid did permit some better 

built ships to pass through it more safely. 

In the 1830's, engineers considered it impossible to 

construct a railroad along the Connecticut shore to connect 

Boston with New York. Instead, they planned a railroad from 

Brooklyn to Greenport on Long Island's northern tip, with 

train-carrying ferries to connect the line to the mainland 

at both ends. It was in this manner that railroad trans-

portation came to Islip in 18^2. While the tracks ran through 

the barren northern end of the town, roads were quickly built 

to connect the inhabitants of the south shore with the "iron 

horse." It was almost a quarter of a century-later (1868) 

that the south shore railroad was built through the south side 

of Islip. These two. lines later merged into the modern Long 

Island Railroad.-5° 

•5̂ For a more complete history of the Long Island Rail- . 
road, see Mildred H. Smith, Early History of the Long Island 
Railroad (183^-1900) (Uniondale, 1958), and Weeks, fsle of 
Shells. op. cit. 
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Fishing, particularly for clams and oysters, had been 

one of the major industries on Long Island since colonial 

days. In fact, Oyster Bay was so named "because of the plenti-

ful supply of the mollusks found there. The early settlers 

of Islip engaged in clamming, oystering, and other forms of 

fishing in Great South Bay, but the absence' of a means of 

transporting the catches to market kept the industry from 

developing. The advent of the lighthouse and the railroad 

remedied the situation. Another development of the same 

period that gave further impetus to the growth of this im-

portant enterprise was the planting of huge oyster beds in 

the Bay in 1839* It was in these beds that the Blue Point 

oyster developed.^ This oyster became the most famous and 

the most prized of all oysters. During the 1890's, the 

business had grown to such proportions that "Capt. Jacob 

Ockers (one leading oyster growerJ was shipping annually 

30,000 barrels to Europe alone. In addition, he was shipping 

great quantities to all parts of the United S t a t e s . A s 

the shellfish industries grew, they spawned other ventures 

such as shipbuilding, barrel making, etc., which became im-

portant undertakings in many communities in the town. 

The period from 1880 to 1900 has been described as the 

"Golden Age of Islip." The population of the town doubled 

^1See "The First Blue Points," The Long Island Forum, V 
(January, 19^2), 13-17. 

52Weeks, Isle of Shells, p. I83. 
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when many, wealthy families of New York City, such as the 

Lorillards, the Cuttings, the Bournes, and the Hydes, bought 

huge tracts of land along the Bay for use as summer homes. 

The largest estate belonged to William K. Vanderbilt• "'Idle 

Hour', the Vanderbilt country home , . . cost $1,600,000 on 

S3 

an estate of eight hundred and sixty two a c r e s . O t h e r . 

not-so-wealthy vacationers followed, and large hotels and 

boarding houses were erected to accomodate them. Large staffs 

were required to run these estates and hotels during the summer 

season. Most of the people employed by them lived in the town 

throughout the year, earning their livelihood in the winter 

months from the thriving shellfish and related industries. 

According to the historian, Weeks, the expression "Oysters *R' 

in season" was coined because the majority of the people in 

the area were so busy on the estates and in the hotels during 

the summer months that they did not have time to harvest the 

oysters during these months. 

While only two communities existed in I850, there were 

ten school districts in the town. By i860, the number had 

grown to fourteen. This number remained constant until the 

end of the century. 

5^Paul Bailey, Long Island, I, 32^. 

^S/eeks, Some of Islip's Early History, p. 97. 

^ S u p e r v i s o r s Book of School Moneys, 1856-65 Mss. Archives, 
Xslip, New York. 
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The school districts and their founding dates were 

District Date 

1. Bay Shore pre-1820 

2. .Islip pre-1820 

3. East Islip including Great River pre-1820 

Sayville including West Sayville ' pre-1820 

5. Bayport pre-1820 

6, Hauppauge 1821 

7. Oakdale 1836 

8. Bay Shore (east half) 1836 

9. West Islip 1838 

10. North West corner of town 
(later Holbrook) 

1838 
I860 

11. Lakeland-Ronkonkoma 1855 

12. Brentwood I856 

13. Central Islip I858 

14. Bohemia 1866 

Bay Shore 

Bay Shore was first called Sodom, then Mechanixsville. 

It received its United. States Post Office in 184-9, and its 

name was again changed to Penataquit. In 1868, the final 

name change was made. In I865, the community had only nine 

dwellings as compared with Sayville's forty-five. It also 

had a Methodist Church which was built in 1828. 

School District 1 which was established prior to 1820 

covered all Bay Shore. This was the land originally granted 



2A0 

to Van Courtlandt and Mowbray. Some historians (including 

Bailey and Weeks) have claimed that the district extended 

through West Islip to the Babylon town line, but the latter 

area was part of a joint district reported as Huntington 

District 21, In 1836, the eastern half of the district,(from 

Fourth Avenue east) was made a separate school district known 

as District 8, 

District I's first school was a one-room, white frame 

structure that stood on the north side of Main Street, just 

east of Brightwaters Lake, It was probably built in 1825® 

Its first schoolmaster was named Brown, The last teacher 

to teach in the building was William A. Hulse, who later be-

came a doctor, and was the first local resident to own an 

automobile.-" In 187*1-f a new school called the West School 

was opened on Clinton Street, 

District 1 became a Union- Free School District in 1866, 

Following the consolidation of Districts 1 and 8 in 1892, 

the consolidated district voted to erect a school to serve 

all, "Because of the rivalry between the two areas, the 

school had to be erected, exactly midway between the two orig-

inal districts. The fact that the middle spot (on Fourth' 

Avenue) was a swamp did not alter the decision. Therefore, 

<6 
Records of the Annual Visitations of the Inspectors 

of Common Schools in Islip, ffiss, p, 1, 

57.Paul Bailey, Long Island. II, 325. 
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"the . . . school was erected where sanitation was impossi-

ble."^® The School Commissioner at the time, Douglass Conklin, 

remarked in his Annual Report that "Bay Shore . . . now con-
CO 

templates the erection of a $30,000 brick building."' When 

the building was completed in 1893» Conklin reported only its 

6o 

final cost—$35»OQO. This same swampy location was the site 

of the first high school building which was erected in 1922. 

"Both schools were eventually condemned by the state . . . 

[the elementary school in 19̂ -5 and the high school in 195^3 

because of health and sanitary deficiencies." 

In 1928, two identical elementary schools, one on Brook 

Avenue and. the other on Fifth Avenue, were opened, and, in 

1939 when the new high school building opened on Third Avenue, 

the old high school became a third elementary school. These 

four plants served the district until 195^« 

District 8 was created out of the eastern half of 

District 1 in 1836. It extended to the community of Islip. 

The District built its school at the site of the present 

South Side Hospital in 1837 at a cost of $27^.00.^2 William 

Gould was its first schoolmaster. His place was taken by 

^Bay Shore Public Schools, Our Schools, Vol. 7, No. 4 
(March, 1965), p. 2. 

^^Thirty Eighth Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (Albany. 1892), p. 391. 

Forty First Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 7A iban'v. 1895), P» 593. 

61 Bay Shore, Our Schools. pp. 2 and 6. 

^Book of Minutes. District p. 2. 
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Amos Doxsee in 1 8 3 9 T h e District "became a Union Free 

School District on March 10, 186$. Writing about the District 

in that year, the School Commissioner, Mount, stated that 

"This District lies on Great South Bay opposite Fire Island 

and has a population of 230 students. The schoolhouse is 

most unfortunately located and wholly inadequate to the wants 

of the D i s t r i c t . I n 1871, Mount's Report stipulated, 

"Mr. G. Z. Gillette, Supervisor of the Town of Islip, has my 

thanks for cordially co-operating with me in condemning the 

schoolhouse in District 8 . " I n 18?̂ - a school on the south-

west corner of Second Avenue and Union Street was built at a 

cost of $5i000, and it accomodated one hundred and fifty 

pupils. 

With the reunion of the districts in 1892, the combined 

district was numbered District 1. The number 8 was later 

assigned to the Bohemia School. District which was originally 

numbered 14. 

Islip 

As the population of Islip increased, roads were im-

proved. However, only Orawac Greek was navigable from the 

^Record of the Annual Visitations of the Inspectors. 

^Twelfth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction (Albany, 1866) , p". ~3^b. " "" ~ 

^Eighteenth Annual Report of the Superintendent- of 
Public Instruction (Albany. 1872), p. 350. ~ ~~~ 

6&Bay Shore, Our Schools, p. 9« 
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Bay to the main east-west road across the south side, South 

Country Road (now called Montauk Highway). At the inter-

section of this creek and road, the community of Islip grew 

up. It soon became the hub of the town because of its posi-

tion, and by 1865 it was the largest community in the town. 

An Episcopal chapel was erected in 184?, followed by a 

Presbyterian chapel in 1852 and a Methodist church in 1866. 

As government increased to meet the people's needs, a 

government building, or Town Hall, became a necessity, and 

Islip was selected as its site. The first Town Hall, com-

pleted in 1869, stood on Grant Avenue. In 1902, a new Town 

Hall was built on Main Street. Today, this building serves 

as the Town Hall Annex. The present building was erected in 

19311 and additions were completed in 1970. 

Islip community's school well predates the establishment 

of the community. District 2 included all the land, granted 

to Andrew Gibb. It had the first schoolhouse, built in 1808, 

of which there are records. The following description has 

been preservedt 

Boards sawed at the Islip saw mill out of 
native logs formed the sides. The projecting knots 
and irregularities were left on the edges of these 
rough clapboards, and on a hot day the pitch oozed 
out from the unpainted sides under the glaring sun. 
The size of the schoolhouse was a length of the saw 
board, each way, and the ceiling was so low and 
scant of boards that the teacher could easily stand 
on the main floor and put unruly scholars on the 
beams above. A huge fire-place furnished heat and 
ventilation. . .. . There was nothing to hinder the 
circulation of fresh air through every part of the 
building front and rear, top and bottom. The desks 
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, . . were sawed out of rough pitch pine and. were 
nailed up like a wide shelf on three sides of the 
room. . . , Slabs from the saw mill were provided 
for seats.6? 

The names-of only two of the teachers who served in that 

school have been preserved, and one was a woman—-Miss Triphena 

Jarvis. She married a man named Abbott, and their names con-

tinue to appear for many years on the tax rolls in Islip's 

Town Hall. There are no records to indicate how long she 

taught in the district. In 1825, the schoolmaster was Harry 

Brewster. The Inspectors reported that in addition to the 

three R *s he taught geography and navigation. This led to 

District 2 being given the best' inspection report of all the 

68 
schools in the town. 

In 1828, a new schoolhouse was built at a cost of 

69 

$400,00, The site of this schoolhouse was next to the 

present Main Street School. It was only twenty feet by forty 

feet in area, "A cat could scarcely jjsicJ walk around the 

building without trespassing on the adjoining property. 

Main Street served as its playground. Its size, notwith-

standing the building, was considered to be "a fine 

structure . . . painted red on the ends and white on the 

^Unsigned Report of Islip School Buildings, dated 
January 1, I885. The Archives, Islip Public Schools, p. 1. 

if Q 

Record of the Annual Visitations of the Inspectors. 

0^Bailey stated this was in 1835, and that it was the 
first schoolhouse in the district. 

?°Unsigned- Report of Islip's School Buildings. p. 3. 
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front.Brewster, continued as schoolmaster in this school. 

He was called "Squire Brewster" because, in addition to 

teaching, the town records show that he also acted as Post-

master, Commissioner of Deeds, and Justice of the Peace. He 

was the founder of the Islip Town Teachers Association and 

the first Town Superintendent of Schools. 

In 183^, Amos Doxsee, one of the Squire's pupils, re-

placed him as schoolmaster. He served almost continually in 

District 2 until 1 8 5 9 I t was during his tenure as teacher 

that Islip's third schoolhouse was "built. This school cost 

$800.00 and was situated adjacent to the "little red school-

house." It was opened in 185^. 

District 2 became a Union Free School District on 

September 22, 1865» at which time Robert Mount, the School 

Commissioner, reported that the district had "a population 

of two hundred pupils, the schoolhouse is new commodious and 

pleasantly situated. The school is in a prosperous condition.""^ 

Four years later, Mount reported that "at Islip Village, 

District 2, the schoolhouse has been raised an additional 
7^ 

story and greatly improved."' 

"^Unsigned Report of Islip's School Buildings, p. 3• 

^The Record of the. Annual Visitations of the Inspectors 
listed Ebineser Hawkins as schoolmaster for 1839» while 
Doxsee was listed as teacher in District 8. 

"^Twelfth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, p. . 

^Sixteenth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public 
Ins true tian" (Albany. 1870), p. 29'+. 
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Another school building was completed in 1884 on Monell 

Avenue near Union Boulevard. . Describing the new building, 

Douglass Conklin (the School Commissioner) stated 

In the Village of Islip, a new building has 
been erected, and is one of the finest school struc-
tures in^this^ county. All the points in respect to 
beauty of design, and the proper arrangement of 
light as well as the manner of heating' have been 
carefully attended to, and no pains have been spared 
to make it as near perfect as possible. It should ' 
be a pride to their district and county.75 

This school cost $10,000 to build, was of frame construction, 

and was used until 1924?^ when the present three-story brick 

Main Street School was completed. The cost of this building 

and land was $ 2 3 7 , 0 0 0 i n 1927* twelve new classrooms and 

a gymnasium were added. With this addition, the one school 

served all the students of the community, kindergarten through 

Grade 12, until 1954. 

East Islip 

East Islip was not recognized as a separate community 

until a United States Post Office was established there in 

I896, Prior to this event, the area was known as "East of 

Islip." East Islip grew slowly because its land remained in 

the hands of a few owners right into the twentieth century. 

^^T^l^t^-Pirst Annual Report of the Simeri ntpnHonf 
Common Schools (Albany, l88j) , p. 500": ' e n c U n t 2L 

^Unsigned Report of Islip's School Buildings, p. 7. 

"^Ibid., p. 9. 

?8East of Islip, An Early History (East Islip), p. 1. 
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District 3 is now the East Islip Public Schools, but it 

originally covered all of East Islip, Great River, Oakdale, 

and Bohemia, This area was the last holding of the Nicoll 

family, and it was on their estate that the first one-room 

schoolhouse was built. It was located "at a point near the 

southern end of the present Timber Point Elementary School."?^ 

William Brewster was the first schoolmaster and served the 
j 

district until after 1839* As did his brother in Islip, he 

taught his pupils more than the three R's, adding such sub-

jects as English grammar, navigation, surveying, and book-

keeping, The result was that both District 2 and thip 

district received higher ratings from the Inspectors than 

all the other districts from 1825 through I839.®® 

In I858, a two-room, two-story schoolhouse was bjiilt on 

Main Street. The schoolhouse burned down in 1883 and was re-
! 
i 

placed by a three-story building in I885. Additions yeve 

made beginning in 1892, and by 1905 'the structure had grown 

to a nine-room school. In 1924, the taxpayers authorized the 

building of a three-story brick building adjacent to i|he 

frame building. When completed in 1926, the new school be-

came a k.indergarten-through~Grade-12 school, and remained as 

such until 1950* 

79j?ast of Islip, An Early History (East Islip), p. 9, 

®0Re_cord of the Annual Visitations of the Inspectors, 
back section. 
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Great River 

Great River, the community to the east of East Islip, 

was first called Youngsport. This name was taken from the 

boat yard founded there in 1853 by Erastus Youngs. Ey 18?2, 

this business had been discontinued and the community had 

but twenty-one houses. Speaking about this community in 1873» 

Bayles stated 

The great obstacle to its improvement has been 
held in a body together, by the successive propri-
etors of the whole tract. Now that this impediment 
has been to some extent removed we hope to see . . . 
progress . . , here.81 

However, a few families continued to hold huge tracts of land 

and so block the growth of the community until the end of 

World II. Great River has always been in the East Islip 

School District (District 3•) 

Sayville 

Sayvilie was the first community to come into being in 

the town. The land in the area was purchased by John Edwards 

from William Nicoll III following the passage of a special 

act of the Legislature (see page 106), which allowed Nicoll 

82 

to see part of his holdings. Edwards became a leading 

figure in the community and subdivided his holdings. In 

1836, the first United States Post Office in the town was 

R1 
-•-Richard M. Bayles , Historical and Descriptive Sketches 

Suffolk County, reissued (Port Washington, 1952)7 p. 218. 
82See Weeks, Some of the Town of Islip's Early History, 

p p * 19 ** 2 X • 
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established there. "A blunder in spelling the chosen name 

of Seville, made it S a y v i l l e . T h i s was also the first • 

port in the town, as it was to this settlement that the 

oysters were brought for shipment through the inlet to the 

markets in New York City. The Methodist Church was the first 

one established in the area (184-6). It was followed by the . 

Congregational Church in 184-9. During the second half of the 

century, three more churches were established in the community. 

West Sayville, which is and always has been a part of 

District 4-, the Sayville Schools, was settled by Dutch im-

migrants who were attracted to the area by the oyster industry. 

It was first called Greenville. 

The first school in Sayville was a 14-' x 16' log 
cagin schoolhouse located at the intersection of 
Hiddink and North Main Street. It was built and fur-
nished, in about 1800, with the lumber taken from 
the trees cut down on the site. The seats were made 
of rough hewn slabs standing on legs and the desks 
were sloping shelves attached to the side of the 
building. The schoolroom was ineffectively heated 
by an open fireplace. ^ 

This school had a succession of teachers,, the first of record 

being Jonas Jarvis in 1825. In 1826, ha was replaced by 

W. Strong. Strong went from and returned to the district 

every few y e a r s . I n 1825, a larger one-room schoolhouse 

was erected. It was heated by a huge cast-iron stove instead 

83Paul Bailey, Long Island, I, 331. 

84 
From the records of Tillman Wenk, former Principal of 

Sayville Schools, The Archives. Sayville Public Schools. 

^See Record of the Annual Visitations of the Inspectors. 
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of a fireplace. "In order to keep warn, the pupils sat in a 
86, 

circle around the stove with their backs to the teacher•" 

In 1838, the term was lengthened from three months to ten 

months, and John Wood who was later to become the Supervisor 

of the Town of Islip was hired as teacher. In addition to 

his annual salary of $120, "he boarded 'round* at the homes . 

of his pupils."87 In i860, a two-story frame building was 

built, but this was occupied only until 1888 when the Greene 

Avenue School was opened. Conklin, the School Commissioner, 

reported that it "was a beautiful building at a total cost of 

$16,000, and. will probably have two more teachers (making a 

total of eight)."88 This school had an enrollment of 375 

students.8^ Two additions were made to the building, one in 

1894 costing $ 6 , 0 0 0 and another in 1906 at a cost of $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 

During the last half of the eighteenth century, Sayville had 

90 

the largest enrollment of any district in the town. 

Because of the continued growth of West Sayville, a four-

room frame building was built in that community on Tyler 

Avenue in the early 1900*s. 

^Wenk, op. cit. 

8?Ibid. 

88Thirty Fifth Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (Albany, 1889J. 

®^The Archives, Sayville Public Schools. 

^According to the Book of Supervisors Schools Accounts 
I 8 5 6 - I 8 6 9 and 1875-1910 Mss. The Archives, Islip Town Hall. 
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The District became a Union Free School, District in 189^» 

and a separate high school building to house grades seven 

through twelve was opened in 1923, opposite the railroad 

station. Just before the outbreak of World War II» enroll-

ment pressure and the condition of the old elementary building 

forced the district to build the second Greene Avenue Elemen-

tary School adjacent to the first. This building, plus the 

junior-senior high school building* met the district's needs 

until 1950. 

Bayport 

The easternmost area of Bayport was, like Sayville, sold 

by William Nicoll III to pay his debts. Because of its prox-

imity to the oyster beds off the south shore of the town of 

Brookhaven, the area attracted settlers who were called 

"baymen" because they earned their livelihood off the bay. 

The community remained a fishing and barrel-making center until 

well into the twentieth century. 

Bayport's School District was the last of Islip's origi-

nal districts to be created. Its first teacher of record was 

Philden Overtone who instructed thirty-seven children in 

1825.-^ The original schoolhouse burned down that same year. 

In December, when the Inspectors returned to the new school, 

92 
Jeorge Jayne was the schoolmaster. As did its neighbor 

^Record of the Annual Visitations of the Inspectors. 

92Ibid„ 



152 

Sayville, the district had a succession of teachers, but it 

had the distinction of having teachers with various titles. 

In 1835» Doctor Webster was the schoolmaster, while in 1838 

93 

it v/as Captain Gardiner, and 1839 the Reverend Terril. 

The third schoolhouse erected by the district impressed 

Bayles, because in 18?2 he wrote that the only "noteworthy 
9 If* 

institution of this place is its public school." This 

school was a two-story building, employing two teachers, 

with an average enrollment of 125 students. The district 

became a Union Free School District on April 2b, 1890. It, 

too, remained a kindergarten-through-Grade-12 one building 

school district until after 1920. 

The building that served the district's needs was the 

present high school building,which v/as built in the 1920*s. 

Kauppage 

Hauppauge, an Indian word meaning "sweet waters,M was 

the only area in the northern end of the town to be settled 

in the early 1800's. The community that developed was on 

the Smithtown side of the line. The area attracted settlers 

because the Nissequoque River began there. V/ood dealers and 

charcoal makers used the river to ship their products to 

Smithtown and thence to New York City. The community remained 

93ibid. 

^Bayles, Suffolk County Sketches. p. 22. 
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virtually isolated until the Veterans Memorial Highway was 

cut through it in the early 1920*s. 

Until 1906, the community was served by two school 

districts» one in Smithtown, the other in Islip. The Islip 

side of the community was in District 6, which must have been 

organised in 1820 because the number first appears in the 

Summary of the Superintendent of Public Instruction in 1821. 

(See Table I.V, Appendix B.) However, there is no record of 

the school being visited by the Inspectors of Common Schools 

from the town of Islip. In fact, its existence is not even 

recorded, in the Record of the Annual Visitations of the 

Inspectors of Common Schools of Islip, the next school dis-

trict listed is District 7» Oakdale, v/hich was first in— 

spected in 1829, 

In the absence of official records of this district, the 

Hauppauge Classroom Teachers Association researched unofficial 
95 

records, and concluded that the community, although served 

by two districts, had only one schoolhouse for the education 

of its youth. The first school was a log cabin built in 1806 

on the Islip side of the town line. One of the legends re-

garding this building is that an unnamed schoolmaster, "wishing 

to curb a young lady's developing will, led the student around 

the schoolroom clasping her neck in fire tongs. He later 

^Their report is entitled, Hauppauge and Its Schools. 
issued in 1963. 
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atoned for this indignity by marrying the subject of his 

96 

discipline." In 1840, a new schoolhouse was built at a • 

cost of $400.00 on land donated by Judge Richard Wheeler* 

This new building was located on the south side of Town Line 

Road according to the official Atlas of Suffolk County of 

97 

1873* and was to serve the joint district that was created, 

in 1838. In 1839* the Superintendent of Common School's 

Report showed that the number of whole districts in Islip 

had decreased by one (to eight), and two parts of districts 

were added. (See Table IV, Appendix B.) The 1843 Superin-

tendent of Common School's report stated that the parts of 

districts that were created were shared with Smithtown.98 

Hauppauge remained a joint district until 1867.99 

became a one-district community again in 1906. The new 

school was built on the Smithtown side of the line at that 

time. It became a Union Free School District on January 4, 

1949—the last of Islip's districts to do so. The district 

remained a one-building kindergarten-through-eighth-grade 

school district until i960. Its high school pupils attended 

Smithtown High School. 
96Ibid., p. 6. 

97 M a p 0f Suffolk County—Section B, Map Room, Suffolk 
County Center, Riverhead, New York. 

98 
Report of the Superintendent of Common Schools, 1843. 

p. 594. 

• . " I n Mount reported that "Islip had fourteen dis-
tricts, no joint districts." fourteenth Annual Report of the 
Superintendent of Public Instrueti o~^1aT . " 3 5 — 
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Oakdale 

At the turn of the twentieth century, Oakdale was the 

"playground of millionaires." Prior to I860, few families 

lived in the area. The best known was the Terry family. 

Because of Oakdale *s proximity to the South Side Sportsman's 

Club, it was in this area that William K. Vanderbilt, Jacob 

Ockers, Christopher, and Robert and P. G. Bourne built their 

estates. When the South Shore Railroad was built, the Oakdale 

Station was established to service these estates. 

District 7 (the Oakdale Schools) preceded this event by 

three decades when the district was established in I836 

The Inspectors of Islip visited the school in 1839 and found 

nineteen students in attendance with William Strong the 

Schoolmaster.^*0^ 

Oakdale"s first schoolhouse was a small one-room building 

on the south side of Montauk Highway, In 1898, upon becoming 

a Union Free School district, this building was sold for 

$180.00, and money was appropriated for a new school."'*0^ The 

For more about this family, see Betty Kuss, "Recollec-
tions of Early Oakdale," told by Alimina Hage Terry in eight 
installments, The Suffolk News. February-April, 1966. 

1 0 1The Official Minutes Book of this district along with 
other historical papers were donated to the Oakdale Historical 
Association in care of Dowling College, Oakdale, on 
December 31> 197-1. Betty Kuss, the Association's Historian, 
reported that the collection must be catalogued before it will 
be available for public use. 

102Record of the Annual Visitations of the Inspectors. 

-^-Q^Suffoik County News, August 4, I898• 
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new school was completed on July 3* 1903» and had a faculty 

of three teachers. 

At this time, the Bohemia School District (District 14) 

petitioned to have the northern half of the Oakdale District 

cut off from that district and made part of the Bohemia 

District. The citizens of Oakdale objected to having the 
104 

boundary "within a stone's throw of Oakdale School." 

Bohemia's petition was granted (see page 167) • 

Oakdale established a junior-grade high school (one 

year) in 1900. This was operational for only a few years• 

(See Chapter V.) 

In 1913» Bohemia proposed the merging of the two dis-

tricts , but the suggestion was rebuffed. However, in 

November of 1916, the two districts did vote to consolidate• 

On August 23t 1918, they became Union Free School District 7 

Oakdale-Bohemia. Oakdale continued to use its school until 

after 1950• In 1950, students in grades one and two attended 

this schoolt while those in grades three through eight 

attended the Sayville Schools on a contract basis. 

West Islip 

The area which today is known as West Islip covers the 

land granted to the Willet brothers by Royal patent in 1695• 

^c^"Betty Kuss , "Early Oakdale , " Suffolk County News , 
August 12, 1945. 

^Records for 1949-1950, The Archives, Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services District 2 (Suffolk), 
Patchogue, New York. 
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Until after the turn of the twentieth century, most of the 

land was covered by estates of a few wealthy men. It did not 

develop the status of an independent community until a United 

States Post Office was established there in 1959* Prior to 

that, although it was in the town of Islip, the community was 

treated as a suburb of the village of Babylon, just across 

the line in the town of Babylon. 

The children in this area were first served by Huntington 

School District 21 (Babylon was part of Huntington until 1872). 

Unfortunately, no records of this district can be found until 

1838, Bailey"*"0^ stated that a one-room schoolhouse existed 

on what is r(ow Mont auk Highway near the town line. 

District 9» now known as the West Islip School District, 

was created in 1838. It had ten students enrolled in its 

107 
initial year and a teacher named Jarvis. In 1839» the 

Inspectors reported that the school had an enrollment of 

"1 n f i 

thirty-five students taught by Mr. Hewitt. A one-room 

schoolhouse was erected on Higbie Lane' this site has con-

tinued to be a school site until the present time. In 1853» 

the enrollment was still thirty-five. By 1867» however, it 

had more than doubled, to eighty-three. 

^-°^Paul Bailey, Long Island, I, p. 335• 

^Record of the Annual Visitations of the Inspectors. 
The writing is not clear, and it cannot be determined if the 
teacher was a Mr. or a Miss Jarvis. 

108 Ibid, 

1Q9supervisorfs Book of School Moneys, Vol. 1. 
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Around the turn of the century, a new frame building was 

built on the Higbie Lane site to accomodate the increased en-

rollment resulting from the influx of people to staff the 

estates in the area. In 1913» an addition was made so the 

building would have six rooms. A temporary addition to house 

grades kindergarten and one was constructed'about 1930, and a 

brick school was built behind the frame building. This last 

building housed grades kindergarten through eight and was the 

only school building in the district until after 1950. The 

area's high school students attended the Babylon school. 

Holbrook 

'Holbrook, like Hauppauge, is a community that is bisected 

by a town line. In Holbrook it is the Brookhaven-Islip line 

that runs through the town (the tracts at this point being 

almost on the boundary), Arthur McCotter purchased 5,000 acres 

of land and offered five- to twenty-acre plots "to men of 

moderate means who wished to secure comfortable homes in the 

country." Also, as did Hauppauge, the community remained 

small and isolated until after 1950. Today, it is the fastest 

building area in the town. 

The community of Holbrook was part of the original 

District 10 which was created as a joint district (Smithtown-

Islip) in 1838. The district covered all the northern, area 

of the town from east of Hauppauge to the Brookhaventown line. 

Bayles, Suffolk County Sketches. pp. 207-208. 
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This district appears in the Supervisor's Book of School 

Moneys until 1859* Much of the land in the district was cut 

off in 1855 to form the Lakeland District (District 11). More 

was cut off with the creating of Central Islip in I858. The 

remaining area was reorganized as the Holbrook School District 

in 1859» and, to avoid confusion with the old district, it was 

" 1 1 1 
assigned the number 14. No official records of the original 

District 10 can be found. District 14 first received state 

money in 1860.^"^ 

According to Bailey, Holbrook built its first small 

school in I860 "by popular subscription" with a Miss Parmer as 
113 

teacher. The school was south of the railroad tracks in 

Islip town. In I863, the school had sixty-seven children en-
114 

rolled and was the second smallest district in the town. In 

186?, the district was renumbered to its original number—lO.11^ 

Because of its size, the district was merged with the 

Holtsville District in Brookhaven, and upon becoming a Union 

Free School District on May 10, 1924, it ceased being an Islip 

district. On July 1, 1955» the district was centralized with 
111 

The Supervisor's Book of School Moneys, Vol. I. in 
I860, carries District 14 in the same place as District 10 
was located in the preceding pages. 

112Ibid. 

li3paul Bailey, Long Island. I, 333. 

llifThe S. 

•^•^Ibid. 

^^The Supervisor's Book, op. cit 
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other districts' in Erookhaven and Smithtown to form the 

Sachem Central School District. The only official records 

in the district office begin in that year. 

Lakeland 

Lakeland v/as a "model community" laid out by Dr. Edgar 

Peck shortly after the arrival of the railroad in the 1840*s. 

Peck purchased 400 acres of land along the right-of-way from 

N. 0. Clock and Francis Wicks at $2.75 an acre."^^ A railroad 

station was established at the site, and maps of the develop-

ment were circulated throughout New York City and other metro-

117 
politan centers. Twenty-four homes and two factories were 

built. The community failed, and. the center of population in 

XX3 

the area developed to the east, south of Lake Ronkonkoma. 

In 1868, the railroad station was moved to the new, developing 

community* 

A school district called Lakeland, and numbered 11, was 

created out of the middle part of the original District 10, 

in 1855• However, with the failure of the community, the 

school experienced great difficulty. The town records show 
- | -I £ * 
xxoNotes from a speech by Dr. William Ross at a testi-

monial dinner in his honor, February 11, 1952, Archives, 
Brentwood Public Library. Also, see Verne Dyson, A Century 
of Brentwood (Brentwood,. 1950), for a fuller account of 
Dr. Peck. 

11''a complete set of these maps is preserved in the 
Land Map Room, Suffolk County Center, Riverhead, New York. 

11 A 
Dr. Peck wrote a long letter to Richard Bayless about 

his efforts to establish the community and why it failed.. 
See Bayles, Suffolk County Sketches. Appendix, pp. i-ix. 
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119 
that it received state money only two years, I856 and 1857* 
In 1866, the southern portion.of the Lakeland District was 

120 

cut off and organized as the Bohemia School District. The 

remaining part was reorganized as the Ronkonkoma School Dis-

trict in 186?« Mount reported "District 11, which has not 

reported for years has "been reorganized, and a new teacher has 
121 

been employed," 
In 1893, District 11 lost more land to the growing Bohemia 

3 2 2 ' 

School District." Following this second division, Ronkonkoma 

remained the smallest of Islip's school districts in average 

daily attendance (with the exception of the Fire Island 

School) through 1950* In that year, it had only 110 students 

enrolled in grades one through eight. 

Ronkonkoma's one-room schoolhouse was replaced in 1927 

by a two-room brick school on Johnson A v e n u e . I n 1932, 

two rooms were added, and this four-room school served the 

district until 195° when additional rooms were added and a 

full-day kindergarten program was inaugurated. The name of 

the school was also changed at this time to the Edith Slocum 

•^-^supervisor's Book of School Moneys, Vol. I, 1857-1869. . 

120 
The authorization for this, signed by Commissioner 

Mount, is in the First Book of School Minutes, 1866-1915 Mss., 
The Archives, Connetquot Central Schools, Bohemia, New York. 

^^-Fourteenth Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools, 18*68, p. 353. 

122pjrst Book, of School Minutesop. cit., pp. 80-83• 

123conversa-tion with Walter Zakary, former District 
Principal, District 11, January 8, 1971. 



f Ao 

12̂ -

School to honor a long time teacher in the district * The 

high school students of the district attended the Sayville ' 

High School. 

Brentwood 

Of all the communities in the town of Islip, only two 

have had their histories researched and documentary histories 
1? < 

written. One of these is Brentwood. Like Lakeland, this 

settlement "began as a planned community called "Modern Times." 

It was founded "by Joseph Warren and Stephen P. Andrews. Under 

Warren's tutelage, the experimental community prospered, but 

with his passing the experiment- gradually ended. Due mainly 

to its name, the settlement became identified in the public 

mind with Quakers,Shakers, spiritualism, and unconventional 

social practies which were an embarrassment to the increasing 
1 ? 

numbers of conservative residents. 

In 1867, the name of the community was changed to 

Brentwood, after Brentwood, England, the home of Mr. and Mrs. 

Henry Edger, who were popular and respected members of the 

community. The Brentwood Schools came into being when 

District 12 was created on February 19, 1856,.-by order of 

William Nicoll, the first School Commissioner for District 2 

of Suffolk County. It was created out of the western end 
12^Ibid. 

12 5 
Verne Dysen* A Century of Brentwood» also Supplement 

and, Index to same, 1953. 

126ross , A History of Long Island. 
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of District 11,' and it covered the whole northwest corner of 

the town. The original one-room schoolhouse cost $?50,00 

($500,00 for the "building and $ 2 5 0 . 0 0 for the land). 

This early schoolhouse was a center for com-
munity activities. . . . Until 1868, the school 
confined its teachings to the three R's, "but a res-
olution by the trustees in [1868] stateds "As music 
hath charm to soothe the savage "breast, and as knowl-
edge of it tends to refine the mind and soften the 
temper and affections, we recommend that it be intro-
duced in our school and form a portion of the regular 
exercises."127 

The district voted to become a Union Free School District 

on January 28, I865, ana it gained this status on April 17, 

I 8 6 5 . Mr. Mount reported that the District had "seventy four 

pupils and the finest playground in the district. It is the 

only one that is fenced."12® 

In 1907. a two-room building replaced the original school, 

This new school was enlarged by a two-room addition in 1932, 

but by 19^0 it was inadequate, so a new eight-classroom 

building was built. This school served the needs of the 

district until 1950 when it had 390 pupils in average daily 

attendance in grades kindergarten through eight. The high 

school pupils attended the Bay .Shore High School. A complete 

list of the faculty of the district from 1907 has been care-

fully preserved.12^ 

12^Address by Dr. William Ross. op. cit. 

128 
Twelfth Annual Report of the Superintendent Public 

Instruction, p. 32+0. 

129see Dyson, Supplement and Index to a Century of 
Brentwood, pp. 71-77. ~ ~ ~~ — 
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Central Isllp 

Central Islip, which lies two miles to the east of 

Brentwood and west of the ill-fated community of Lakeland, 

was, unlike its neighbors, not a planned community. However, 

like Brentwood, its history has been documented and written. 

The first man to settle the land in what is now Central 

Islip was George K. Hubbs of Smithtown. He was a friend of 

Dr. Peck, and, upon the latter's advice, he purchased, the land 

from William Nicoll VII on May 1, 184-8, Hubbs sold part of 

his holdings to others, and a community developed, but it was 

not until 1874 that the railroad moved its station there. 

Prom 1842 until 1874, Central Islip was served by Suffolk 

Station which was located a mile and one-half to the west 

where the modern Islip Avenue (New York Route 111) crosses 

the tracks. In 1887» the City of New York began a farm colony 

south of the settlement. The colony was designed for the 

131 

"harmless insane." It was from this colony that the huge 

Central Islip State Hospital evolved. 

Central Islip had public education for one year before 

the Central Islip School District (District 13) was created 

on May 20, 1858., During 1857» school was held in a room over 

a carpenter's shop. The first year's expenses have been 

preserved. These costs are typical of the expenses incurred 

130See Verne Dyson, The History of Central Islip 
(Brentwood, 1954). 

131j)ySOnf History of Central Islip, p. 45. 
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by the other school districts in Islip as indicated by their 

Minutes Books The costs were the followingi 

Benches and desks $25*00 
Account book *25 
Book for the clerk *75 
Teacher's register and book 2,25 
Dust pan and broom .50 
Four joint stove pipe 1.50 
Three elbows for above ' 1.31 
2f- cords of wood 5*62 
Sawing and splitting of the same- 3.00 
Fire kindling and matches .75 
Stove 7.00 
Three account books .19 
School map 8.00 

f5"57l2. 

In addition to these expenses, the teacher was paid $50.00 

salary and $^5•00 "allowance for board and washing." The 

record does'not give the teacher's name. However, it does 

show a deficit balance of $6.81 from the total school fund 

collected of $l^f4.31. District 13 was formed from parts of 

133 

District 6 (Hauppauge) and the original District 10. 

In i860, a one-room schoolhouse was built on Wheeler 

Road on the site of the present Wheeler Road School. The 

contract price was $2^5 • 00. On May 18, 1865» the district 

became a Union Free School District. In 1891» a new one-room 

school costing $1,650 was built, but due to the growth of the 

community, accelerated by workers settling near the hospital, 

-*-3̂ School Account Book, Mss., The Archives, Central 
Islip Public Schools, Central Islip, New York, p. 1. 

•*~-^Supervisor 's Book of School Moneys, I856-I969, Vol, 1, 
back page. 

^-^^The Archives, Central Islip Schools, Central Islip, 
New York. 
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a two-room frame building was built thirteen years later, in 

1904. A third room was added in 1909* In 1913* a two-story 

brick building was erected at a cost of $12,000. This building 

today is the Administration Building. In 1930» "the original 

high school building was completed on Wheeler Road near the 

elementary school. These two buildings served the needs of 

the district until 1950 when an eight-room, elementary addi-

tion joined the two existing buildings into one plant, 

Bohemia 

Bohemia, as its name implies, was settled by a group 

from that country in 1855•' They were fleeing from the Austro-

Hungarian Empire, The community was first called Tabor. The 

group included all types of craftsmen, and they established a 

model self-contained community. The development of this 

13 5 
settlement has already been written. By 18?2, the community 

•I o Z 

was noted for its "segar making." J 

While the Bohemia School District no longer exists as a 

separate entity (it became part of the Gonnetquot Central 

District in i960), its original Minutes Books have been 

preserved. The School District was created on the fifth of 

September, 1866, "by order of the School Commissioner of the 

Second Commissioner's District . . . for the organization of 

•^5gee a History of Bohemia, Long Island, The Centennial 
History Book Committee (Sayville, 1955)• 

-^©Bayles, Suffolk County Sketches, p. 212. 
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a state s c h o o l . T h e Minutes further stated that "it was 

118 

not a public school at first." They go on to discuss the 

school that was in existence prior to the establishment of 

the district. While this school may not have been formally 

created as a district school, it did receive state aid. 

This is indicated by the Supervisor's Book of School Moneys, 

Volume I, which shows District 14 as a recipient from i860. 

The land of the district was created out of the southern 

portion of District 11 (Lakeland) .-*-39 

The Minutes Book refers to the district as being numbered 

15. but the number was changed to 14 in I867• (The number 14 

had first been given to the Holbrook District.) 

The first teacher of record was William Noe, who had 

taught in the school prior to its becoming a district school. 

Noe taught for thirteen weeks at a salary of "$5.00 a week 

without board from the p a r e n t s . T h e district, however, 

raised only $40,00 of his pay. The balance, $25.00, was 

raised and paid to him by the Reverend Henry Clark of the 

village of Sayville, "a donation to the school. Edgar 

13?First Book of Minutes (1866-1915)» Bohemia Public 
Schools Mas., The Archives, Connetquot Central School .District, 
Bohemia, New York, p. 1. 

13^Ibid., p. 1. 

139ibid., pp. 3-4. 

~^'°Ibid., p. 1. 

l^llbid., p. 2, 
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Hawkins replaced Noe for the school year 1866-1867* but Noe 

returned in 186?. School was held in rented quarters until 

the district voted $350*0° for the purchase of a schoolhouse. 

The building was ready in 1872, and in 1883 it was extended 

twelve feet in length at the cost of $100,00. In 1887, a 

$250.00 addition was made to the building. This school 
1U-/ 

served the district until 1903 when it was sold for $100.00. 

In I893 , the district number of the Bohemia School was 

changed from 1^ to 8 by William Codling, the Second District 

School Commissioner, "for the purpose of making the numbering 
lira 

of the school districts in the town of Islip consecutive." 

In August of 1903, a new two-room schoolhouse was opened with 

a principal "hired at $12.00 per week, and a teacher for $8.50 

per week." The Minutes further state, "It was not decided 

upon taxation as the trustees are yet not sure whether the 

enlargement of the School District by the School Commissioner 

• • • will be sustained.""'"^ In 1902, Bohemia had approxi-

mately 100 students enrolled and needed this new school. 

However, the total assessed valuation of the community was 

only $70,000. School District 7 to the south, with only fifty 

children enrolled, had an assessed valuation of $663,965.. 
l42Ibi.d., p. 68. 

^Ibid., p. 83. 

l44Ibid,, p. 73. 

^Betty Kuss, "Early Oakdale," The Suffolk News, 
August^12, 1965, Section 2, p. 8. The full sotry behind this 
event is told in A History of Bohemia, pp. 23-27. 
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Bohemia petitioned William packer, the School Commissioner, 

to have the north end of District 7» including the estate of 

Jacob Ockers, "the Oyster King," added to District 8. The 

Commissioner granted the request, but his decision was chal-

lenged before the Commissioner of Education, Charles Skinner. 
1 llfs 

On March 6, 1904, Skinner upheld Packer's action. Bohemia 

became a Union Free School District on August 6, 1907» 

In 1913, William Lederer, a member of the Board of 

Education, began "proposals for consolidation with the Oakdale 

School District."The vote was held in November of 1916, 

and Bohemia District 8 ceased to exist as a separate entity 

on August 23, 1918, when the Consolidated Union Free School 

District 7» Oakdale-Bohemia, came into being. The Bohemia 

school was used by the Consolidated District as a community 

elementary school until 1950• In this year, a new brick 

building was begun. This school housed, grades one through 

eight. The high school students attended the Sayville High 

School. 

Fire Island 

Fire Island is perhaps the best known part of the town 

of Islip. Like so many other communities or areas, its name 

is a corruption of the original. In this case, it was "Five 

Islands." 

l^%inutes of Bohemia, p. 8k. 

History of Bohemia, p, 35* 
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With the development of the gas turbine engine for boats 

in the early 1900 *s, people began to live on the island year 

round. The children were originally ferried to Bay Shore 

each day to attend school, but this was a difficult journey 

for the young ones in the winter. In 1916, the residents of 

the village of Ocean Beach petitioned to have their own school 

district, and the Ocean Beach Common School was organized on 

July 2H-, 1916. The district was assigned the number 14-, A 

two-room schoolhouse was built. On July 1, 19^6, it became 

a Union Free School District. In 1950, the district had four-, 

teen pupils in average daily attendance in grades kindergarten 

through eight, with one teacher. The high school students 

continued to be ferried daily to the Bay Shore High School. 

Conditions within the Islip Schools 
1850-1900 

Teachers and Teaching; Conditions 

In 1850» there were ten teachers employed in the town 

of Islip, By the beginning of 1900, the number had grown to 

fifty-four. Throughout this period, these teachers were 

paid higher salaries than those employed in the surrounding 

towns. In 18?2, the average weekly salary of teachers in 

Islip was $11,66, as compared with $9.19 in Huntington, $9.78 

in Brcokhaven, and $9.06 in Sm5.thtown. Despite this higher 

1If8Forty Sixth Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (Albany, 1900), p. 397I 
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expenditure for teachers, the cost per student for a single 

day's attendance in Islip was 7.iffS compared with 6,8% in "both 

Huntington and. Brookhaven, and 8,6% in Smithtown.- After 

citing the above figures, Mount reported that "while Islip 

has paid more than Smitht own , . . the attendance j~in IslipJ 

has been so much larger that the per diem cost has been more-

1̂ -9 

than one-eighth less." In a subsequent report, the Com-

missioner stated, "in 1877, all towns spent less money for 

teachers' wages than in 1876 except in Islip. 

The low salaries paid, to the teachers in many districts 

created numerous educational problems. In 1881, the School 

Commissioner, Justus Roe, stated 
The migratory character of our teachers is a 

disability, and as they go from school to school, 
resemble more a company of tramps than educators. 
. . . Over 70% of the teachers on the south side 
(the town of Babylon, Islip and Brookhaven) have 
changed during the past three years. Only a few 
have changed their occupation, but very many their 
locality.151 

However, he concluded 

Those at the present time engaged, I consider 
collectively to be as good a corps of teachers as 
are found in any part of the state.152 

IIlo . 
Eighteenth Annual Report of the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction (Albany, 1872), p. 348. 

15Plenty Fourth Annual Report of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction (Albany, 1878)", p. 33"8. 

151Twenty Eighth Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (Albany, 1882), p. 315. 

152ibid. 
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Roe did not give detailed information on each town as 

did his predecessor. Mount, so it is impossible to determine 

from his reports if the districts paying higher salaries had 

greater holding power than the others. As time went on, the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction's Annual Reports were 

expanded to include such information as his legal decisions, 

special exhibits, etc., and fewer and fewer details of the 

School Commissioners* reports were included until, by 1900, 

they were simply statistical reports. 

The migratory character of teachers continued to be a 

concern of Roe's successor. In 188?, Douglass Conklin re-

ported that constantly changing teachers resulted "in 

obliging the scholars to go over and over again, year after 

year, the same work. 

Attendance 

Attendance of school age children, was a major concern 

of most of the Commissioners. The compulsory attendance laws 

15/j. 

first enacted were "very crude and imperfect" and were, 

for the most part, unenforced. During the 18?0's, the average 

number of school age children in the town was-about 1,800, 

with the average number registered, according to the annual 

reports of the Commissioners, being about 1,200. These 

•^Thirty First Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (Albany, 1885), pp. 500-501. 

•^^Twenty-Second Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (Albany, 1875)", p. 40?. 
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figures are very misleading, however, because as Orland Lee, 

•the Commissioner, reported 

We report all between five and twenty-one years 
of age as such (proper school age), when, in fact, 
not one in twenty of our children ever attend school 
after they are eighteen. Thus, many tens of thou-
sands are reported as of school age who are not, and 
thus we apparently swell the number by those who do 
not attend school. Thus, also, the absurdity of re-
porting scores,.yes, hundreds, who have graduated 
from our best graded schools and gone into business 
in the store, the shop, on the farm or in the school-
room as teachers, or in many instances have married, 
as still of school age. There are in fact now 
teaching in one town at least six teachers who are 
of school age. Thus we unjustly stigmatize our State 
of New York before the "world as having more than five 
hundred and fifty thousand, children of school age who 
do not attend school, when perhaps hundreds of thou-
sands of that number have attended school as long as 
it seemed necessary in their cases, and have entered 
'on the sictive duties of life. Would it not be well 
to change the limit to eighteen instead of twenty-
one years?155 

The Commissioner reported that when ages eight through 

fourteen were used (as required by the Compulsory Education 

Law of 187^) a truer picture of education was obtained. He 

cited the statistics of Islip School (District 2) which had 

113 children between the ages of eight and fourteen in its 

census. Of these, 110 were complying with the new law,^-^ 

While not giving the actual count in the other districts with-

in the town, he did report that conditions in these districts 

were similar. 

155rbid. 

^ibid. 
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Discipline in the town's schools was severe. Writing 

about Amos Doxsee, a former pupil stated 

He could invent more ways to punish wicked 
scholars than Solomon himself. He whipped them, 
strapped them, pounded them, blindfolded them, put 
them up through a hatch into a dark garret, packed • 
them.on shelves in a closet, boxed their ears, 
knocked them on the head with a hickory stick, 
spanked them, pinched them, put a bag over their 
heads and stood them in a corner, washed their 
faces with snow balls, and as a last -resort, held 
them on his lap. This latter punishment was never 
known to fail. His threats against bad boys were 
of the direst kind ever heard of. They were sol-
emnly warned that if they did not reform, he would 
break every bone in their bodies 5 that he would 
keep them in at night until it was as dark as Egypt; 
that he would have them locked in jail, etc., etc. 
For the small boys he had an unfailing terror. With 
a countenance full of horror, he threatened to drown 
them in the ink stand.157 

Stories regarding other schoolmasters in other districts 

within the town told of the same severe types of punishment 

being employed by them. 

Secondary and Private Schools 

The effects of the Union Free School Act of 1853 were 

slow to be felt in the districts in Islip. The first Union 

Free School District was not established until 1864-, in which 

year four were created. The reason for the sudden rush was 

that the Consolidated School Law of that year"*"-̂  made Union 

Districts free schools, while Common Schools still had to 

collect rate-bills. Two of the expressed aims of the Union 

•*-5"̂ Printed Speech on Taking Leave of the Old Schoolhouse, 
1885, The Archives, Islip Public Schools, p. "6. 

-^Bgha-pter 555 , Laws of 1864-. 



175 

Free School Act were to permit small, inefficient districts 

to consolidate and to permit districts to establish academic 

departments. These were frustrated within the town until 

almost the end of the eentury. Up until 1900, only one merger 

was effected (in 1893)* This was the only feasible merger as 

both districts were in the same community (Bay Shore). The . 

other twelve districts were too far removed, from each other 

for union to be practical. 

The establishment of academic departments within Islip's 

districts did not begin until 189^ when three districts had 

academic departments admitted by the Board of Regents on 

December 12, These were the Bay Shore Union School with six 

teachers and fifty-six students,the Islip Union School 
i An 

with two teachers and forty-nine pupils, and. the Sayville 

1 

Union School with four teachers and seventy-eight pupils. 

The number of teachers listed is misleading because, in some 

cases, the teachers were employed only part-time in the aca-

demic area, and spent the rest of the day in the elementary 

area, (Bay Shore, for example, had only one full-time academic 

teacher and five part-time'teachers.) All three schools were 

admitted, as four-year high schools, which meant that they 

would offer four years of academic instruction. 

•^Qne Hundred and Ninth. Annual Report of the Regents, 
Vol. 2, Academies (Albany, 1897), pp. 386-3*87. 

l6oIbid.. p. 1008. 

161 '-'-Ibid., p. 1^65. 
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The Regents} by their Ordinance of 189^» permitted Union 

Free Schools to establish one-, two-, three-, or four-year' 

secondary departments. Three junior (one year) schools were 

established in Islip Town by the end of 1900. They were 

Bayport on June 28, 1897» East Islip on June 27, 1897* and 

Oakdale on December 20, 1900, 

During the entire period from I850 to 1900, no academies 

were established within the town. The only private school 

in existence during this time was the Nassau Institute. It 

was located on Oakland Avenue in Bay Shore, and "consisted 

of two large, well equipped rooms and had a telescope com-

manding a view of both bay and ocean for the study of astrol-
*| £ p 

ogy and navigation." The headmaster was Amos Doxsee, who 

had taught in Islip's District 2. Millicent Hall was the 

Assistant Teacher. The school existed for ten years (1861-

1871). It was closed by Mr. Doxsee "in consequence of loss 

of eyesight."" ^ Its records cannot be found. The school 

did have both elementary and secondary students, and, ac-

cording to Tuttle, it "catered not only to socially prominent 

local families, but also to boarding pupils from far and 

,,164-
near. 

1 
Etta A. Tuttle, A Brief History of Bav Shore (Bay 

Shore, 1962), p. 78. 

l63gayles, Suffolk County Sketches. p. 216. ' 
-1 Ah 

Tuttle, A Brief History of Bay Shore, p. 77. 
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Summary 

If the first half of the eighteenth century can be 

called the foundation period of the public schools in New 

York State, the second half can be called the development 

period. 

State aid was increased by the direct taxation power of 

the state to the point where the schools became free. The 

public high school came into being, and smaller, inefficient 

school districts were merged into larger, productive units. 

Teacher education was improved, uniform standards were estab-

lished, and compulsory education legislation enacted. 

In Islip, new communities and school districts were 

established. Educational opportunities expanded, particularly 

with the coming of the public high schools at the end of the 

century. Islip's growth and expansion have continued up to 

the present time. 



CHAPTER V 

EDUCATION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

State Leadership 1900-1950. 

The Creation of the State 
Education Department 

"The year 1904 saw the final unification of the two edu-

cational departments of the state school system (the Board of 

Regents and the Superintendent of Public Instruction), and the 

ending of more than a quarter century of friction."*'" This 

conflict originated with the Union Free School Act of 18532 

which permitted the districts which were under the supervision 

of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to establish aca-

demic departments (later called high schools). The Board of 

Regents had, since its founding in 178?, been.completely re-

sponsible for higher education in the state, including the 

incorporating and over-seeing of academies. The Act stipulated 

that in order to share in state aid the new high schools es-

tablished had to meet the requirements established for acade-

mies by the Board of Regents. It read as followsi 

Any Union School in this State duly organized 
according to law, by complying with the require-
ments of the "Regents of the University" shall be 

^Monroe, A Cyclopedia of Education, p. 464. 

^Chapter 433, Laws of 1853. 

178 
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entitled to all the benefits and privileges of the 
academies in this state.3 

As pointed out earlier, these two agencies struggled 

with each other for complete control over academic education. 

This conflict had a detrimental effect on the school system's 

development, but it did develop nonetheless. The result was 

an intensification of the conflict at the end of the century-

generated both by the tremendous growth of high schools and 

the passage of conflicting laws by the Legislature. In 1892, 

the Revision of the University Act^" reaffirmed the right of 

the Regents to incorporate and charter educational institu-

tions of higher learning. It also expanded the definition of 

academies to include high schools and academic departments. 

And, it continued and strengthened the Regents Inspection 

System, which inspections were requisite for state aid. Then, 

in 1895* the State Superintendent of Public Instruction was 

given control over the supervision of the course of study in 

the high schools 

Attempts to unite the two departments were made in 1889 

and again after an exhaustive study by the Roosevelt Commission 

in 1900.0 Both attempts ended in failure. Union was.again 

sought in 1903? this time, by the departments involved.. This 

^Chapter 4^0, Laws of 1862. 

^Chapter 378, Laws of 1892. 

^Chapter 1031. Laws of 1895. 

6This report may be found in Assembly Documents 1900 #17, 



8 

180 

attempt was successful, mainly because the two departments 

did finally act in concert to achieve unity. The resultant 

law, -The Unification Act of 1904,? placed the number of 

Regents at twelve, to be elected by the Legislature for a 

term of twelve years (one member's term to expire each year). 

The Office of Commissioner of Education was created to replace 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction. He was to be the 

Executive Officer of the Board of Regents as well, and was to 

be responsible for the "general supervision of all the edu-

cational institutions of the S t a t e . T h i s organization, 

working through the Education Department, has continued down 

to the present day. 

One of the first major tasks undertaken by the new 

Education Department was the codification of the existing 

laws in the field. In 1909» the Legislature adopted this cod-

ification as Chapter 16 of the. Consolidated Laws—Education 

Law. Once the laws had been codified, the Department turned 

its attention to effecting modifications and amendments to the 

existing statutes. In 1910, the Legislature approved these as 

the Education Law.^ This new codification "amends the entire 

Education Law of 1909 and is a substitute therefore. 

^Chapter 40, Laws of 1904. 
O 
Subsequent legislation has increased this number to 

fifteen whose term of office is fifteen years. 

9chapter 40, Laws of 1904. "^Chapter 140, Laws of 1910. 

13-Sixth Annual^ Report of the Education Department. 1911, 
Vol. II, p. 3« This volume contains the entire revised law. 
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State Control over the Quality 
of "Education 

Both the Superintendent of Public Instruction and the 

Board of Regents exercised control over the schools under 

their supervision by means of inspection and annual reports. 

Neither of these methods proved to be entirely satisfactory. 

Different inspectors judged on different criteria and on the 

basis of one-visit observations. The annual reports filed 

with the supervising agencies were, in many cases, defective 

and incomplete. It was the Board of Regents that first de-

vised an objective measure to judge the quality of a school 

and its students. This was by means of examinations stand-

ardized by the Regents and administered simultaneously in all 

schools under their control throughout the state. 

The first Regents Examinations were given in November of 

I865 to determine the qualifications of students embarking 

upon secondary studies. According to the Regents, 

Success in passing the examination £is] to be 
rewarded by a certificate of a form prescribed by 
the Regents which entitles the holder to admission 
into the academic class.12 

But, they also directly affected the secondary schools because 

the Regents further decreed that a school could count only 

those students who had passed the examinations for its per 

capita share of state aid funds. These first examinations 

were preliminary ones, in that they tested the learning of a 

-^Manual of the Regents, 1864, p. 62. 
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child in the elementary grades. They were so successful that 

in I878 the examination system was extended to the academic 

subjects in the high schools. To provide preparation for 

these examinations, "brief outlines of the major topics of 

each of the studies in which the Regents Examinations were 

held were made in 1880 and 1882."^ As the scope of the ex-

aminations changed, and more were added, syllabi were prepared 

to guide the schools in preparing their students for them. 

The academies that were founded in New York State had 

as their primary purpose the preparing of students to attend 

college. This was also the primary purpose of the academic 

departments.of Union Schools. As these 

• • • public high schools gained recognition, they 
tended to become more independent of the colleges, 
and more liberal in their offerings in an effort 
to serve not only those preparing for college, but 
also those whose formal education would end with 
the high school and who required a preparation for 
life immediately after school.1^ 

This liberalization was necessitated by the fact that the 

state's high schools were attracting and holding more and 

more students as a result of various child labor laws that 

were passed in the early 1900*s. 

In 1922, the Legislature "put some teeth" into its com-

pulsory education law by establishing Children's Courts in 

-^Sixteenth Annual Report, Education Department, 1920, 
p. 225, 

^Harlen Horner, Education in New York State 178^-19^ 
(Labany, 195*0. p. 58. ~~ 
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all counties in the State, and giving them the responsibility 

of enforcing this law. - Then, on September 1, 1928, the 

Legislature raised, the maximum age limit for compulsory 

attendance at school' by requiring all minors through the age 

of seventeen to attend continuation school if they withdrew 

16 

from high school. The continuation school was one which 

the child attended on a part-time basis, usually one day a 

week. It offered little of instructional value. One of the 

purposes of the legislation, however, was to keep children 

in high school until graduation. It was not successful in 

achieving its purposes, and the schools were eventually 

discontinued. 

In spite of all the legislation passed and all the 

methods employed by the State Department of Education to en-

courage children to complete their education, the determining 

factor in achieving this result was not a legislative or an 

educational one, but an economic one—the "Great Depression" 

of the 1930's. 

The first of the "preparation for life" type courses 

introduced into the high schools was an industrial one, in-

dustrial and free-hand drawing, which the Legislature re-

quired Union Free School Districts to give, beginning in 1875.17 

1^Chapter 547t Laws of 1922. 

•^Section 601, Article 22, Education Act. 

^Chapter 322, Laws of 1875. 
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Homemaking, first called "home science," was introduced in 

1 R 

1895* In 1910, the subject, was divided into two different 

courses, one in vocational homemaking and the other.in 

"household arts," In 1900, a syllabus for business certifi-

cates was issued. This syllabus covered nine subjects. In 

1908, the state permitted the establishment' of separate voca-

tional and trade schools, ̂  but trade and -industrial courses 

were not taught in the high schools in any significant, number 

until 1917 with the passage of the Federal Vocational Act. 

As the new preparation-for-life courses were introduced. 

Regents examinations in these courses were prepared, and 

sequences were made of the academic subjects so that a student 

would have only one examination in each of these areas after 

completing a two- or three-year course. By 1965* Regents 

examinations were given in twenty-five different high school 
p A 

courses in academic, commercial, and vocational areas. The 

purpose of these examinations was to 
Provide the school with an excellent yardstick 

for evaluating pupil progress. They establish a 
uniform State standard of achievement which is fair 
and equitable for pupils in all schools, large or 
small. They provide a strong supervisory instru-
ment by which high academic achievement and quality 
teaching can be stimulated throughout the State. • 

•^Regents' Reports 1895» pp. 273-274, 

^Chapter 363. Laws of 1908. 

20 
For a complete history of the growth and changes in 

the Regents examinations, see Regents Examinations 1865-1965} 
One Hundred Years of Quality Control (AlbanyT 1965). 
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Finally, Regents examinations constitute one of the 
best devices available for predicting success in 
further study, both in high school and in college. 

The growth of the examination system, however, did not 

lead to the elimination of inspectors and inspections. After 

the inauguration of the examinations, the Board of Regents 

stated, "No better instrumentality for the betterment of 

22 

schools exists than inspection." When the Department of 

Education was created in 1904, the Division of Inspection was 

set up. "There were fifteen employees in this division who 

conducted inspections of universities, colleges, technical 

and professional schools, normal schools, training classes, 

academic institutions and common schools. "*~J These inspectors 

were not specialists but were expected "to be so conversant 

with school work as to be fairly able to judge of its quality 
24 

whenever they came into contact with any phase of it." 

The growth and diversity of the schools in the state 

made this type of inspection obsolete. During the first half 

of the twentieth century, inspection became supervision. 

Supervision was defined as a way ". . .to produce better 

teaching, [itj should not be of the inspectorial, rating, 
^Regents Examinations 1865-1965. p. ?• 

^Regents* Reports, 1893 $ p. 26. 

2^The New York State Education Department 1900-1965 
(Albany, 19^7) p. 11. 

^First Annual Report, New York State Education 
Department, 1905 > p. 41. 
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and. reporting type, but an advisory arid supporting activity.""-' 

Using this philosophy, the State Education Department has added 

divisions and bureaus to aid teachers and school administrators 

in developing programs and procedures at all levels and in all 

areas of instruction.2^ 

Intermediate Supervision 

In 1912, the office of School Commissioner was abolished 

and replaced by the office of District Superintendent. The 

reason for the change was "to bring professional leadership 

to rural districts."2'7 The District Superintendent is the 

local representative of the Commissioner of Education. His 

duties are to supervise the administration of the various 

school systems in his supervisory district; to advise school 

boards and local staffs on all matters; to be responsible for 

the correctness of school district boundaries; to hold con-

ferences of all teachers in his jurisdiction for the purposes 

of improving instruction; and to recommend teachers for pro-

oq 

bationary and tenure appointments. 

The counties were divided into Supervisory Districts 

ranging in number from one to eight. Suffolk .County, which 

was divided into two Commissioners Districts, was portioned 

2^New York State Education Department. 1900-1965, p. 11. 

For a full summary of these changes in chart form and 
the current organization of the department, see ibid., pp. 54.-63. 

2?rbid. p. 14. 

28Sections 2201-2217 and 3013 Education Law. 
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into three Supervisory Districts, Islip was placed in the 

Second District. The law provided that when a vacancy occurred 

in the office of District Superintendent, the Commissioner of 

Education must survey the situation to ascertain the necessity 

of continuing the office. Suffolk has continued to have three 

District Superintendents down to the present time. However,' 

consolidation and centralization in many parts of the state 

have reduced the over-all number of District Superintendenties 

from 207 in 1912 to seventy in 1970. 

Consolidation and Centralization 

At the time of the Act of Unification, New York State had 

"10,651 school districts . . . and ail but a few hundred 

operated one- or two-room rural schools."2^ One aim of the 

State Education Department during the first half of this 

century was to improve rural education by doing away with 

these schools, and in their place create larger and stronger 

local units. Consolidation (the merging of neighboring school 

districts) had its roots in the Union Free School District 

Act of 1853 and in the Education Law, but it was effected in 

only a few cases because the new district succeeded to the 

debts of the old individual districts. Thus, if one district 

to the merger had a large debt, all parts of the new district 

"must raise by tax an amount sufficient to pay any such 

29N ew York State Education Department I9OO-I965, p. 14, 
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indebtedness *"3® To overcome this c d jec tion, the Legislature 

passed the Central Rural School Act of 1 9 1 4 . T h i s act re-

quired that "any bonded indebtedness owed by a component or 

existing district must be paid by the taxpayers of the com-

ponent district by a special tax levy against them.nJ~ Because 

only one central rural school was organized' under this law,, the 

Legislature created town-wide school districts in 1 9 1 7 T h i s 

system proved so unpopular that it was abolished within a 

34-

year. 

The status of rural education v.-as studied by many com-

missions between 1920 and 1940. "This period has been prop-

erly designated * the Generation of Investigations. * "35 Reports 

filed by the Rural School Survey and the Educational Finance 

Inquiry Commission-^ led Commissioner of Education Graves to 

state, "Our educational slogan ought to become 'A Square Deal 

for the Farm Boy* . . . our efforts to attain this end should 

-^Section 1517. Education Law. 

-^Chapter 55, Laws of 1914, 

32University of the State of New York, School District 
Reorganization Law, Pamphlet 14 (Albany, 1962"), p. 12. 

33ghapter J28t Laws of 1917» 

^Chapter 100, Laws of 1913. The full story of the 
movement for and the abolition of the Town Districts can be 
found in Thomas E. Finegan's "The Township System," Fourteenth 
Annual Report of the State Education Department, I, 101-125. 

35A. G. Grace and G. A. Moe, State Aid and School Costs— 
The Regents' Inquiry (New York, 1935)» p. 33. 

3%ee ibid. for a complete report of these and other 
studies conducted during this period. 
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never cease until the rural youth is given practically the 

same school opportunities as the lad reared in the city• 

The Legislature responded in 1925 "by revising the Central 

School Law of 1 9 1 4 . T h i s revision permitted the Central 

School Districts to collect not only the state aid they were 

entitled to as Union Free Districts "but, in addition, all the 

aid of the former constituent districts, plus special "building 

and transportation quotas® This favorable legislation finally 

achieved the desired effect, and by 1950 "the number of school 

districts dropped to 3 »390 from the 10,651 existing in 1904. 

The Idea of Equalization in State Aid 

In 1900, the total expenditure for public schools in New 

York State was $34,513 »455• Of this amount, only $4,836,964 

was provided by state aid, while $29,676,491 was raised 
30 

locally.^7 During the twentieth century the "rapid growth in 

population, a gradually increasing interest in schools, more 

effective attendance laws, and the extension of educational 

opportunities, particularly in cities, made evident the educa-

tional inequality and the inadequacy of state aid. 

-^Twentieth Annual Report, State Education Department, 
1924, p. 11. 

^Chapter 673, Laws of 1925. 

3^Figures from the Report of the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, 1900. 

p. 36. 
^°A. G. Grace and G. A. Moe, State Aid and School Costs, 
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Prom its inception, state aid was designed to stimulate 

local initiative or to encourage local school officials to 

improve educational standards. The aid was mostly of a 

matching fund type, 

And occasionally the State specified the con-
ditions under which grants might be received. . . • 
By 1920 state school moneys were apportioned on the • • 
"basis of thirteen criteria which included., among^ 
others, population of the district, aggregate daily 
attendance, length of school term, salary of teachers, 
assessed valuation of property in the district, 
number of licensed teachers employed, and expendi-
tures for books and apparatus. 

The various studies of school finance which were made in 

the 1920's came to the same conclusion that "the state was 

not meeting its obligation to provide a reasonable standard 
ho 

of free education for every child in the state." The report 

of the Special Joint Committee on Taxation and Retrenchment 

pointed, out that this was true, not only in most of the rural 

districts but in some village and city districts. This com-

mittee (called the Davenport Committee after its Chairman, 

Senator Frederick M. Davenport) recommended to the Legislature 

that it adopt the equalization principle of state aid to 

schools. This principle was developed from a study by Paul 
k3 

Mort which was submitted to the Committee. 

. G. Grace and G. A. Moe, State Aid and School Costs, 
pp. 37-38* A complete list of all state aid programs from 
1920 through 193^ is found on pages 37 and 39* 

^"Report of the Special Joint Committee on Taxation and 
Retrenchment," Legislative Document No. 97 (1929), p. 17. 

^Ibid., p. 208. 
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The fundamental principle of the Mort Plan 
. . . kwasj the State is responsible for pro-
viding a satisfactory minimum education for every 
child in the state, with the burden falling equal-
ly on all its parts. Mort rejected, the "reward 
for effort" principle of state aid.^ 

The "reward for effort" principle had been the basis of state 

aid until that time. The equalization principle was substi-

tuted with the passing of the Cole-Rice Act by the Legislature 

in 1925.^ 

The Friedsam Commission (named after its chairman, 

Michael Friedsam), in 1926, studied the problem of supporting 

education in the cities. Its report included among its sug-

gestions that the basic aid formula be increased, each year 

for the following few years, and that "it is desirable within 

as short a time as possible to increase the amount of state 

aid to a point where the 'equalization quota' will submerge 

the numerous criteria now the basis for the distribution of 

state aid." These recommendations were put into effect by 

the Legislature in a series of acts passed between 1926 and 
4-7 

1930. This legislation "was so thorough and sound that no 

major state aid revision was made until 1962."^® Even during 

^ A . G. Grace and G. A. Moe, State Aid and School Costs. 

p. 49. 

^Chapter 675. Laws of 192 5. 

^Grace and Moe, State Aid and School Costs, p. 49. 
^ a f u l 1 listing of these acts, see Grace and Moe, 

otate Aid, and School Costs, p, 39• 

UP 
TM. New. York State Education Department 1900-1965, p. 30, 
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the great depression, while some reductions were made during 

one y e a r " n o schools were closed, no terms were shortened, 

and no serious curtailments were made in the quality of edu-

cation in New York State."-' 

Secondary Education in Islip 
* 1900--1950 

The main area of development in education in the first 

half of the twentieth century was the expansion and improve-

ment of secondary education. Approved high schools did not 

exist in the town until 189^ when those in Bay Shore, Islip, 

and Sayville were established. By 1900, three one-year 

(junior) schools were started; in East Islip and Bayport in 

1897 and in Oakdale in 1900. 

The Regents' Reports up until 1895 give detailed infor-

mation regarding each school admitted, but, as more and more 

schools were added to the rolls, the information included 

about each one was gradually reduced until all that was in-

cluded was the name, locati on, classification, and date of 

admission to the University rolls. 

The Education Department, beginning with its Second 

riep_ort in 1906, issued, annual statistics about every approved 

secondary school in the state. As the years went by, the 

^Chapter 192, Laws of 1933 reduced some state aid, but 
Chapter 899, Laws of 193^ restored them. 

5°The M York State Education Department 1900-196'?. 
p. 30. ' 
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form and content of these statistical reports changed, but 

certain items remained constant. 

Bay Shore's High School 

Bayshore's high school (District 1) was admitted to the 

Regents* rolls of accredited schools on December 12, 1894. 

The Principal was Claude A. Duvall, who also taught classics 

and mathematics. The Preceptress was Lavonne J. Cushman, who 

taught English, mathematics, and science. She and four other 

women taught in the elementary division of the school as well. 

By 1904, Charles W. Mulford had replaced Duvall as Principal, 

and the faculty had grown to five full-time teachers.-^ 

This district was one of those selected by the Education 

Department to be studied in an effort to determine the effects 

of World War I on the cost of education. Bay Shore's cost per 

pupil in average daily attendance in 1916-191? was 29.700 com-

pared with a state average of 31.800. By the school year 

1919-1920, the cost had risen to 39.800 in Bay Shore while 

the state average for that year was 44,860. 

While Bay Shore never became an incorporated village, 

its size entitled the school district to have.its own Super-

intendent of Schools after 1920. As a Village Superintendency, 

Hundred and Ninth Annual Report of the Regents. 

5^First Annual Report of the Education Department. I905. 

-^Seventeenth Annual Report of the Education Department. 
f 3P • -l-O I* ~rn~mn 
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as this type of district was called. Bay Shore maintained 

the only continuation school in the town.-*1* As the high 

school attracted more students, different programs were 

added to the curriculum to meet their needs# Of Bay Shore's 

V+2 students in 1920, only sixty-four were classified as 

academic students, while seventy-eight were enrolled in com-

mercial courses 

The Education Department's Reports during the 1920's 

listed the individual courses offered in each high school« 

In addition to the regular English and history academic 

courses, Bay Shore offered Latin, French, Spanish, music, 

and four science courses. Its commercial course offerings 

were the most complete of all the secondary schools in 

Islip. 

Bay Shore's students acquitted themselves well in the 

Regents examinations. In 1925» they wrote examination 

papers and passed 5^3 of them. Upon audit by Albany, 518 

were accepted. Thus, Bay Shore's average of acceptable 

papers was 71.5 per cent, while the state-wide average was 

69.3 per c e n t . T h i s average improved each year until 1930 

when 810 papers were written and. Albany accepted 688, or 

^Nineteenth Annual Report of the Education Department, 
1923, pp. 71-72. " " ~ 

•^Seventeenth Annual Report of the Education Department, 
1921, p7T02. ~ : ~ ~ 

5^Twenty Second Annual Report of the Education Depart-
ment, 1925T 
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82.5 per cent.' The state-wide average for that year was 

*57 
7^.2 per cent.-" 

The Bay Shore high school enrollment continued to gi ow 

through the following years reflecting the gradual growth of 

the community, the effects of the compulsory education laws, 

and the depression. (See Table V, Appendix B.) In fact,. 
except for the year 1925. it was the largest high school in 

the town from 1910 until 1961, when the enrollment in the 
£ Q 

Brentwood high school exceeded it.-' 

Islip's High School 

Islip's high school (District 2) was approved on the 

same day as the Bay Shore and Sayville high schools. At the 

time of its approval, Matthew I. Hunt was the Principal, and 

Effie A. Patten was the Preceptress. Neither taught full-

time on the secondary level hut spent part of the day in the 

elementary grades. Hunt taught mathematics, civics, and book-

keeping, while the preceptress taught English, physiology and. 

hygiene, and drawing.-59 Hunt was replaced by E. D. Myers as 

^ 0 
principal, but he returned to Islip in 1906. 

^Twenty Seventh Annual Report of the Education Depart-
ment, 1931. These statistics were not included in subsequent 
reports. 

5^Sayville's enrollment figures in the mid-1920*s were 
close to those of Bay Shore. In 1925• "they exceeded them. 

59revents • Report Number 109, PP» 1392-1^-09• 

60pirst Annual Report of the Education Department, 1905. 
pp. A-28-i|'29. 
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While Islip was the smallest of the three four-year high 

schools in the town during the 1920*s, it offered the greatest 

variety of programs• In 1920, its student enrollment of 

eighty was divided as follows s twenty-six in academic courses, 

twenty-two in commercial courses, and thirty-two in vocational 

programs. The vocational programs included technical, trade, 

Si 
and home economics courses. Islip was one of only sixteen 

districts in the state that offered these industrial and 

62 

technical classes, and, while more districts offered voca-

tional homemaking, Islip was one of the few on Long Island 

to do so.^ 

It was at this time that the idea of the junior high 

school was coming into vogue. Because educators expressed 

their interest in this concept, the Education Department, in 

1923f published some organizational and course outlines for 

this type of school. Islip*s plan was one of the five 

published.^ The seventh-grade course included physiology 

and shop or homemaking, in addition to the English, history, 

arithmetic, and physical education. The eighth-grade course 

included English, algebra, general science, art, physical 
Z-J 

Seventeenth Annual Reuort of the Education Department. 
1921, p. 1*62. 

62 
Twenty Second Annual Report of the Education Depart-

ment, 1925, p. 521. ' " " 

63lbid.. p. 617. 

fill 
"^Nineteenth Annual Report of the Education Department. 

1923, pp. 71-72. " ~ 
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education, and geography* The ninth-grade courses, other 

than English, were electives based, upon the program the stu-

dent wished to follow in high school. These three grades 

were housed in the rear wing of the present Main Street 

building, away from the elementary or high school classes 

While Islip offered experimental programs on many levels, 

its success in the State Regents Examinations fell below that 

of its neighbors. In 192 5* Islip students wrote 512 Regents 

papers, of which the faculty passed 365* Albany accepted 

3571 or 69,7 per cent. The state average was 69.3 per cent. 

By 1930» Islip students had written 460 papers, of which 33^ 

were marked> passing. Three-hundred and sixteen were accepted 

by Albany, giving Islip an average of 68.7 per cent passing, 

while the state average was 7^.2 per cent. Islip's average 

did not remain this low, however, and during the 1930's and 

19^-0's the average of students passing these examinations in-

creased until 1958 when it reached 89.0 per cent, one of the 

highest in the state, with the state-wide average being 80.0 

66 
per cent. 

The Islip high school has gradually increased in size 

since its founding. (See Table VI, Appendix B.) It was 

tnird m size then, and it retained that position among the 

, Allocations. New Main Street School Building, 
j-9^. The Archives, Islip Public Schools. ~ " 

^Report on Regents Percents. The Guidance Office, 
Islip High School, Islip, New York. 
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high schools of the town until I960, when a population boom 

throughout the town resulted in several districts surpassing 

it. 

East Islip 

East Islip (District 3) was the first district to have 

a junior school admitted, "by the Regents on June 27, 1898. 

M. E. Baxter was the Principal and full-time teacher. He had 

two part-time women teachers to assist him 

While a junior school enjoyed Regents recognition only 

for grade 9» these schools could offer other courses beyond 

grade nine. East Islip also offered its students grade-ten 

courses. They, then, transferred to the Islip High School 

for their final two years. On October 16, I925, the Regents 

changed the classification system for high schools.^® The 

new classifications were junior high schools which offered 

grades seven, eight, and nine as a unit; middle high schools 

which offered grade ten, or grades ten and eleven; and the 

high schools which offered the full four-year course. The 

middle high schools were permitted to maintain courses of 

study above their recognized grade, "receive Regents examina-

tions in the subjects for that year . . . and grant its own 

school diploma, but will not receive Regents diplomas. 

6?First Annual Report of the Education Decartment. 1Q0^( 

pp. 392-395. — — 

^Section 28, Regents Rules. 

69Ibid.. 
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With the completion of the new school building in 1925» 

East Islip received recognition as a middle, three-year high 

school in 1926, But, it offered a full four-year program. 

(See Table VII, Appendix B.) East Islip's classification was 

changed to high school in the early 1930's. The district 

enjoyed a gradual population and enrollment growth through 

the first half of the century, keeping it 'fifth in size in 

the town until 1950 when it was exceeded by Bayport. • 

Sayville's High School 

Sayville's high school (District 4)" was enrolled by the 

Regents as a four-year high school on the same day as Bay 

Shore and Islip. Its first principal was George P. Armstrong 

who taught rhetoric, geometry, science, and drawing. Latin 

and history were taught by Laura H. Pinneo who was the school's 

Preceptress. Two other women teachers were employed, and the 

enrollment was seventy-eight pupils.'70 

By 1905» W. C. Noll had replaced Armstrong as principal. 

Noll was the first degree-holding principal in the town, with 

a Bachelor of Philosophy Degree from Illinois Wesleyan 

University. The faculty had been reduced by this time to two 

full-time teachers and one woman part-time teacher. ̂  

70Ons Hundred and Ninth Annual Report of the Regents. 
1895. p. 980. & 

, Annual Report of the Education Department, 1905. 
PP 9 ~ rr ——. ™ — 
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In the 1920*3, Sayville offered its students both an 

academic and a commercial course. Unlike Bay Shore and Islip, 

Sayville had more students enrolled in the academic program 

than in the commercial. In 1923» Sayville had 76.7 per cent 

of its students passing the Regents Examinations, exceeding 

the percentage of the other high schools in the town. By 

1930, the rate had increased to 80.9 per cent, but by then 

Bay Shore's had jumped to 82.5 per cent. 

The Sayville high school was the second largest high 

school in the town (see Table VIII, Appendix B). And it was 

the receiving district for the high school students from 

Oakdale, Bohemia, and Ronkonkoma from its inception until 

i960, when its own internal growth necessitated the refusal 

of out-of-district students. 

Bayport *s High School 

Bayport's high school (District 5) w a s first enrolled as 

a junior school on June 28, 1897. The first principal was 

John W. Naylor. In 190^, its classification was changed to 

a senior (three-year) high school. It retained this classi-

fication until 19^0, when it achieved full high school status. 

The district took advantage of changes in the Regents' rules 

in 1925 (see page 199) to offer its students a full four-year 

high school program in the 1920's. The school offered only 

an academic course. Bayport remained the smallest high school 
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in the town (see Table XX, Appendix B) until 1950 when, for 

the first year, it exceeded both East Islip arid Central 

Islip. • 

Oakdale 

Oakdale (District 7) had a junior, one-year school en-

rolled by the Regents on December 20, 1900, There were nine 

students in attendance and one teacher--Jennie S. Robertson. 

In 1905» the school enrollment was down to four students. • 

In 190?, the Oakdale Union School was dropped from the Regents 

rolls, "because it was not complying with the requirements of 

the Board of R e g e n t s " F r o m that year until i960, the high 

school students of this district attended Sayville High School. 

Central Islip 

Central Islip (District 13) was the only other community 

in the town to establish a high school prior to 1950* On 

February 26, 191^, the Central Islip Union School was admitted-

as a junior, one-year s c h o o l . I n 1915» it employed one full-

time teacher and. one part-time teacher, both men. There were 

eight students enrolled. The school was dropped from the 

Regents* rolls on November 2k, 1919# hut no reason for this 

action was given.^ The school was readmitted in 1925, and 

^Fourth Annual Report of the Education Department, 
1908, p. 259. ~ ~~ 

73Eleventh Annual Report of the Education Department. 
1915, p. 283. • — 

^Fifteenth Annual Report of the Education Department, 
1920, II, 37. ~ ~~ ~ 
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on May 2?, 1926, it was raised to a Middle 2t three-year 

school.7^ By 1935, it had achieved full high school status. 

It remained fourth in size from that date until 195°» when 

the enrollment in the Bayport and East Islip high schools 

finally exceeded its enrollment, leaving it the smallest high 

school in the town. (See Table X, Appendix B.) 

The Population Explosion 1950-1970 

Following World War II, aided by "G. I. Benefits," 

hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers fled the core city in 

search of their little home in the suburbs. Long Island, 

with its highly developed, commuter railroad, the Long Island 

Railroad, and its excellent system of state motor parkways 

was the natural recipient of much of this rush. Large areas 

of both Nassau and Suffolk counties were undeveloped, and land 

was inexpensive. The Levitt brothers, and other buildeis imi-

tating their methods, constructed whole communities almost 

overnight, where before there had been only trees. The tide 

of population rolled eastward, first engulfing Nassau, then 

continuing on through Suffolk. Today, the building, boom is 

centered in the east end of Islip at Holbrook-and Bayport, 

extending into Brookhaven Town. 

Islip first began to feel the effects of .this population 

shift shortly after 1950* In the decade between 1950 and 

I960, Islip's population jumped from 71»^65 172,959* By 

^Twenty Third Annual Report of the Education Depart-
ment , 1927, p. 57« 
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1970, it exceeded 275,000,, (See Table I, Appendix B.) The 

7 6 

current estimate is for a population of 375*000 in 1980. 

The effects of this rapid, increase in population on the 

school districts are shown in Table XI, Appendix 3. 

To house the influx of students, school buildings had 

to be expanded, and new plants constructed. To insure an. 

adequate tax base to cover increased costs, neighboring dis-

tricts began merger talks. On October 1, 1952, the Bayport 

District (Number 5) consolidated with Brookhaven's Blue 

Point District into the Bayport-Blue Point Union Free School 

District. Holbrook, which had merged with Holtsville in 

Brookhaven Town in 192^, merged in 1955 with Lake Ronkonkoma 

and Farmingville to form the Sachem Central School District. 

In 1957» the Sayville District notified Oakdale-Bohemia 

(District 7) and. Ronkonkoma (District 11) that after i960 it 

could no longer accomodate their students. Various merger 
77 

plans were then proposed and discussed.' Finally, these two 

districts (7 and 11) decided to merge, and on June 1, i960, 

they became the Connetquot Central School District. 

The other districts in Islip decided to "go it alone." 

Brentwood, which in 1950 had only 390 students in grades' 

"^Master Plan. Islip, New York, p. *4-7 • 

??A full report on each of these plans, including minutes 
of public meetings as well as newspaper accounts, and the 
reasons for the rejection of each is carefully preserved in 
the Board of Cooperative Educational Services office in 
Patchogue, New York. 
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kindergarten through eight and sent its high school students 

to Bay Shore, grew to be the largest Union Free School Dis-

trict in the state, with an enrollment of over 20,000 students 

oy 1970. Other districts with large areas of open land were 

also inundated, but not quite as dramatically. The older es-

tablished communities, such as Bay Shore, Is lip, and. Sayville, 

also shared in this boom. 

In 1950, there were only seventeen school buildings 

within the town, and by 1970 this number had grown to eighty-

one completed buildings,Even this dramatic increase in 

the number of buildings does not give a true picture of the 

augmented capacity of the districts to accommodate students, 

for many of the older buildings had additions made to them 

which greatly increased, and in some cases doubled, their 

capacity. In addition, there are more buildings in the plan-

ning and construction stages in many districts. 

As the population moved eastward, the people brought 

with them the problems that they sought to escape by leaving 

the city. Housing was completed so quickly that the railroad 

and highways were soon saturated. To provide the additional 

services required by urban populations, the towns were forced 

to raise taxes. Pollution of the air, the bays, and. the 

water table rose to dangerous proportions. And., social prob-

lems have developed in many places. One of these is racial 

Patchogue^°New'YorkI^ °
f C o o P e r a t l v e Educational Services, 
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animosity, which developed because many people who moved from 

the city in the early i9605s did so because of its changing 

racial composition. However, at the same time many black 

people, also seeking better living conditions, joined the 

exodus and settled in the same areas as their white brothers. 

All of these community problems were mirrored in the schools. 

"Educational excellence" then became "the slogan of the 

older districts along Islip's south shore. The per cent of 

students passing the Regents examinations and the per cent 

going on to higher education became the measure of the quality 

of a school. These communities had less open land for building 

than their neighboring areas, and were originally by-passed 

by the mass developers who needed many acres of open land for 

their developments. Instead, .these communities attracted 

custom builders and builders of colonies (usually consisting 

of five to twenty homes). These homes were, as a rule, better 

built than development homes and were more expensive. There-

fore, they attracted the more affluent emigrants, many of 

them professional men who were seeking the type of education 

offered by the local school districts. The result was that 

school districts, such as Bay Shore, Islip, and Sayville, 

which stressed academically oriented programs, consistently 

passed over 70 per cent of their graduates on to some type 

of higher education. 

^Records for each year may be found in the Guidance 
offices of these schools. 
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By i960, however, when most of the large open tracts 

had been completely developed, the builders began to "back-

fill." They bought up every available plot of land and either 

adapted the mass building methods used on the larger tracts 

to erect lower cost houses on these smaller tracts, or they 

constructed "garden apartments" on these plots® This inno-

vation resulted in an influx of population into the older 

communities where these smaller tracts of land were generally 

located. This, in turn, created a need for a more compre-

hensive secondary school curriculum in these communities. 

The same broad, comprehensive type of education was needed 

in the areas of "total development," such as Brentwood and 

Central Islip. 

While the individual districts have attempted to broaden 

their programs, certain offerings, particularly in the trade, 

technical, vocational, and special education fields, would 

involve needless duplication of facilities if offered by 

each district. One solution reached was to offer them through 

the Second Supervisory Districts' Board of Cooperative Educa-

tional Services. These Boards were created in 19̂ -8 to 

* enable local school districts to pool their knowl-
edge, resources, and techniques to improve educa-
tion for children; 

* establish voluntary cooperatives to conduct edu-
cational programs and provide educational services 
that the local school districts could not do as 
economically or efficiently on their ownj ' 

^Section 1953, The Education Law. 
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* provide school districts with closer liaison with 
the State Education Department to improve educa-
tional procedures and develop long-range plans to 

81 meet the changing educational needs of our society. 

Suffolk BOGES 2 covers the same area as Supervisory 

District 2 i namely, the towns of Brookhaven, Islip, and the 

parts of Smithtown that are in joint or central districts • 

with portions of those towns. 

One of the services provided by BOGES 2 is the supplying 

of itinerant teachers in special areas to districts who do not 

have a large enough enrollment to warrant employing their own. 

Itinerant teachers are not an innovation- of BOCES, however. 

They were provided by the Supervisory District during the 

1920*s and 1930's. But, under BOCES the program has been ex-

panded and now covers fourteen areas including art, music, 

instruction of the blind, dental hygiene, remedial reading, 

speech, and hearing. Special education classes for the re-

tarded and brain injured are also provided by the Board. 

Vocational and trade courses, under the title Occupational 

Education, have been initiated. BOCES is now constructing 

two four-unit complexes, and when these are completed the 

occupational education program will offer thirty-five.differ-

ent courses for 3.000 students. The BOCES schools are, not 

independent of the district's public high schools, but rather 

A Dynamic Partnership. Second Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services District, Patchogue, New York, p. 1 
(undated). 
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"specialized extensions of the secondary schools in the 
QO 

area," " Thus, students attending BOCES schools attend their 

district high school for one-half of the day, during which 

they study the core subjects (English, history, and. mathema-

tics), and spend the other half of the day pursuing studies 

in occupational subjects at the BOCSS facility. 

Other services provided to the Islip -districts by BOGES 

include data processing of district records and the mainte-

nance of a film library. 

State aid pays the ma.jor part of the cost of BOGES 
QO 

(63.I per cent in 1969-1970)* with the balance being pro-

rated among> the districts based, upon their use of each 

service. 

Distributive education programs are another method em-

ployed by the school districts to provide occupational skills 

for students. In this scheme, the student alternates weeks 

between work and. school. Distributive education, like the 

occupational education program of BOCES, is open only to 

students in the- junior and senior years of high school. 

To meet the financial problems of the suburban districts, 

the State Legislature, in i960, created a special study com-

mittee v/hich came to be known as the Diefendorf Committee 
P9 
"Proposed. Budget and. Program of the Board of Cooperative 

Educational Services. Second Supervisory District of Suffolk 
County, 1970-1971, p. 2. 

S3ibid., p. 7. 
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(after Charles Diefendorf, its chairman). Following exten-

sive studies, the committee, in 1962, recommended changes 

in the Cole-Rice Law which had been adopted in 1925» The 

Legislature adopted the Diefendorf Formula, which "is an 

equalization-type formula with considerable tax sharing in-

cluded. It is basically the same formula used over the past 

84 

fifty years." Under the new plan, state aid is apportioned 

in four main areas. The most important of these is operating 

expense aid, which accounts for 75 per cent of all state 
Q if 

aid. " Operating expense aid is distributed on a sliding 
scale based on the full value of taxable real property per 

86 

pupil in weighted average daily attendance. Poor districts 

($6,300 value per pupil) receive 90 per cent of the current 

ceiling of aid per pupil. In 1970, the state ceiling was 

$860 per pupil. Thus, the poorer districts collected a maxi-

mum of $77^ per pupil. Districts with a true value of $32,300 

per pupil obtained 
. . .49 percent of the current ceiling of $860 in 
aid, assuming of course, that they are spending 
$860 or more per pupil. . . . If a district has 
$40,500 or more full property value behind each 

^University of the State of New York, An Overview of 
School Revenues and Expenditures for Elementary and Secondary 
Education—1970 Legislation (Albany, 1970), p. lB. 

85ibid. 

^ W e i g h t e d average daily attendance "is the attendance 
of each pupil, . . . minus absences with half-day kinder-
garten counted as .5, grades 1-6 as 1., and grades 7-12 as . 
1.25." Ibid., p. vii. 
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child, it will receive 36 percent of the ceiling 
in aid, or $310 per pupil the minimum guarantee or 
flat grant.8? 

Building aid, the next biggest item, follows the same 

formula as operating'expense aid, except that there is no 

minimum guarantee. 

Transportation aid covers 90 per cent of a district *s 

cost of transporting students who live over one and one-half 

mile from their school. 

Size correction aid. began as a special aid to new cen-

tralized districts, but through the years it has "become a 

density type of aid by being extended to augment the aid. in 
Q Q 

large districts." 

State aid accounts for 47.2 per cent of the total edu-

cational expenditures in New York State. Federal aid pays 

3.6 per cent, while local efforts account for 49.2 per cent.^ 

In the town of Islip, state aid averages 64 per cent of the 

total expenditure for e d u c a t i o n . T h e cost per pupil aver-

ages $1,200,compared with a state-wide average of $1,112.92 

One result of the implementation of the Diefendorf 

Formula was the demise of the historic "common school fund." 

8?An Overview, p. 18. 

88SC0PE—Annual Finance Study—School Year 1970-I97I 
(Stony Brook, New York), p. 1. 

Overview, p. 10, 

9°B0CES estimate. 91Ibid. 

92An Overview, p. 13. 
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and the "literature fund," In 1965, ths Legislature abol-

ished. both, directing that 

Any investments of the common school fund and 
the literature fund, on the effective date of this 
act shall be liquidated and the cash proceeds there-
of and other moneys in such funds shall be trans-
ferred to the_State purposes fund portion of the 
general fund.93 

In addition to state aid, Islip's school districts are 

recipients of federal aid. One major source of this latter 

aid to some of Islip's districts is Public Law 8?^, which 

aids districts that are "impacted" by federal installations• 

The proximity of the Brookhaven National Laboratory and the 

Grumman Aviation plants lead to this impacting. 

Summary 

When comparing the early history of Islip with its edu-

cational achievements, one finds a paradox. The town had no 

history of a belief in the necessity of public education, or 

support for this type of instruction, as was found in the 

other towns on Long Island, Islip refused to participate in 

the School Law of ldl*i until it was forced to do so. Yet, 

from the 1820*s on, many of the districts in the town offered 

outstanding educational programs. These districts maintained 

teachers' salaries at a point above the surrounding communi-

ties, which helped to attract competent, dedicated families 

such as the Brewsters, the Doxsees, and the Jarvises, who 

toiled unceasingly to bring these programs to the town. Their 

93 Section 221 Chapter 260, Laws of 1965. 
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pioneering efforts were rewarded, for* while the town re-

mained basically a rural area until World War II, educational 

innovation continued as a policy until this time.-

Following World War II, there was a population explosion 

into the suburbs, and large communities sprang up where only 

trees or sleepy hamlets once existed. Islip received its 

full share of this growth. Proper advanced planning and 

zoning by the town would have prevented or alleviated some 

of the problems its school districts are coping with at 

present. However, Islip's Master Plan came into being in 

1963, at the height of the town's inundation, and, while it 

was adopted by the Town Board at that time, this plan has 

yet to be fully implemented. 

Throughout the present century, state aid was increased, 

and the state developed new formulas to meet the changing 

needs of education. In 1961, James Allen, then Commissioner 

of Education, stated 

The rapid change which characterizes our times 
demands flexibility of approach and smooth and speedy 
adaptation to changing needs and conditions as they 
arise. The full advantages of our State structure 
for education can be realized only if we continuously 
and unsparingly examine our laws, policies and prac-
tices to make certain that they are adequate for the 
needs and demands which will be made upon them. 

Timeliness and sensitivity to changing condi-
tions and emerging needs must prevail if we are to 
defend firmly and to give strength to those funda-
mental principles and concepts which have marked 
the growth and development of education in New York 
State—the principle of unity with diversity, the 
principle of equality of opportunity, the principle 



• 213 

of freedom from control by special interests and 
partisan politics, and the principle of local 
control.9^ 

The State has demonstrated through its legislation and 

various reforms carried out in the Education Department that 

it is willing to meet the changing conditions and emerging 

needs of its citizens. This same sensitivity to the needs 

of the people may be found, in the districts in Islip to a 

lesser degree. 

There has been an increase in the enrollment of students 

with special educational needs in all districts. BOGES and 

the home districts are meeting these needs for some children, 

but by no m,eans all. The technical and vocational programs 

offered are restricted to juniors and seniors. However, many 

students who could profit from these programs have reached 

age sixteen and "dropped out" of school before they reach 

their junior year in high school. Every effort should be 

made to introduce these programs at an earlier grade level. 

Adult education has become a necessity in the town. 

Certain skills are in very short supply in the area, such .as 

auto mechanics and medical technicians. Defense industries 

are cutting back on employment, and pollution in Great South 

Bay is limiting the shellfish industry. BOCES plans to open 

its new facilities in the evenings for adult education 

QL$, 
James Allen, Goals and Plans for Education in New 

York State. A memorandum from the Commissi oner of Education 
to the Board of Regents (Albany, August, I96I), p. 21. 
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programs. At the same time, the Suffolk County Community 

College in Selden (Brookhaven Town) is attempting to develop 

and expand its vocational offerings based on the-needs of 

the county. Shop facilities are expensive to construct, and 

some method of cooperation should be sought whereby the three 

BOCES and the Community College of the County will be able to 

work together on the planning and use of such facilities, 

insofar as is practical. Not only would this reduce costs 

by avoiding duplication, but, more importantly, it would in-

volve students in a continuous learning process on both 

secondary and tertiary levels. This could encourage students 

in the secondary school to continue their education to become 

more proficient in their chosen areas. 

Thirty years have now elapsed since Bailey published his 

volume on Nassau and Suffolk. Many changes have taken place 

within the towns and communities that he discussed. In 

addition, new communities have grown up. There is a need 

for documented histories of these communities, so that their 

citizens can more easily identify with them and gain that 

needed sense of "belonging" to a place. 
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TABLE I 

' POPULATION OF THE TOWN OF ISLIP 

Year Total Population 

1776'? 275 
1790 609 
1800 958 
1810 ...... 885 
1814-'-* . 1,074 
1820 . . . 1,156 
1830 ' 1,653 
1840 1,909 
1850 2,602 
1860 3,845 
1870 4,597 
1880 6,490 
1890 11,073 
1900 12,545 
1910 18,346 
1920 20,709 
1930 . . . 33,194 
1940 51,182 
1950 71,465 
I960 172,959 
1970*** 275,000 

"County Census completed by the British Occupation 
Authorities, 22 May, 1776. Mss. The Archives, Secretary 
of State's Office, Albany, New York. 

**Special Election Census. 

***Estimate--Town Clerk's Office, Islip, New York. 
Official United States Census figures not yet released. 

All other figures are United State Census Bureau 
official figures. 
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TABLE I I 

'COMMON SCHOOLS IN NSW YORK STATS 
1815-1350* 

Number of 'Number of Number of Number of —-
Year Whole School D i s t r i c t s Ch i ld ren Ch i ld ren 

D i s t r i c t s Repor t ing Enro l l ed 5-15 

1815 2,755 2 ,631 140 106 176 449 
1816 3 ,713 2,873 170 385 198 440 
1817 3,264 3,22.8 183 253 218 969 
1818 4 ,614 3,844 210 316 235 871 
1819 5,763 5,118 271 877 302 703 
1820 6,332 5,489 304 559 317 633 
1821 6,659 5,882 332 979 339 258 
1822 7 ,051 6,255 351 173 357 029 
1823 7,382 6,705 377 034 373 208 
1824 7,642 6,876 402 940 383 500 
1825 7,773 7,117 425 566 395 586 
1826 8 ,114 7,550 431 601 411 256 
1827 8 ,298 7,806 441 856 419 216 
1828 8,609 8 ,164 468 205 449 113 
1829 8 ,872 3 ,292 480 041 468 257 
1830 9,063 8 ,631 499 424 497 503 
1831 9,336 8 ,841 507 105 509 967 
1832 9,600 8 ,941 494 595 508 878 
1833 9,690 9,107 512 475 ' 522 618 . 
1834 9,865 9,392 531 240 534 002 
1835 10,132 9,676 541 401 540 285 
1836 10,207 9,696 532 167 . 538 398 
1837 10,345 9,718 524 188 536 882 
1838 10,583 9,830 528 913 539 747 
1839 10,706 10,127 ' 557 229 564 790 
1840 10,769 10,397 572 995 592 564 
1841 10,886 10,588 603 583 583 347 
1842 10,893 10,645 598 749 601 765 
1843 10,875 10,656 667 782 677 995 
1844 10,990 10,357 709 156 • 696 548 
1845 11,018 10,812 736 045 690 914 
1846 11,008 10,796 742 423 703 399 
1847 11,052 10,859 748 387 700 443 
1848 10,621 10,494 775 723 718 123 
1849 11,191 10,928 778 309 739 655 
1850 11,397 11,173 794 506 735 188 

P. 91. 
-*S, S. Randa l l , Common Sehcxol Systerr; of New York S t a t e , 
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TABLE III 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS REPORTING TO THE 
BOARD OF REGENTS 

1850-1900" 

Year Academies High Schools 

1850 163 3 

1855 155 9 

1860 170 22 

1865 167 35 

1870 115 67 

1875 97 119 

1880 82 155 

1885 71 190 

1890 99 236 

1895 131 373 

1900 140 565 

«George F. Miller, "The Academy System of the State 
of New York," Fifteenth Annual Report of the Education 
Department (Albany, 19227", P« 122. 



TABLE IV 

ISLIP'S COMMON SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
• 1820-1841" 

26 

Year 
No. of 
Whole 
Dists« 

N 0. of 
Parts of 
Dists. 

Avg. Mos. 
in 

School Yr. 
Public 
Money 

No. of 
Pupils 

No. of 
Children 

5-15 

1820 5 2 9 $123.74 297 321 
1821 6 « t 8 165.03 373 343 
1822 6 « « 9 165.01 295 355 
1823 6 « t 10 165.01 323 349 
1824 6 t * 10 134.09 307 369 
1825 6 * * 10 134.09 385 364 
1826 6 • • 10 134.09 415 376 
1827 6 t * 11 165.25 418 377 
1828 6 • i 10 165.47 432 395 
1829 6 * 1 8 166.30 375 445 
1830 6 • » 10 166.30 399 440 
1831 6 • * 11 165.47 430 457 
1832 6 • « 10 176.45 415 515 
1833 6 - • * 10 170.01 412 444 
1834 6 9 162.77 389 443 
1835 6 * « 11 171.36 417 471 
1836 6 « 0 10 171.31 426 492 
1837 8 9 « 10 170.43 433 520 
1838 9 c • 8 162.67 479 538 
1839 8 2 9 153.85 584 560 
1840 8 2 9 262.10 577 549 
1841 8 2 8 742,24 552 578 

"Figures from the Annual Report of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools 1 1820-1822 in the Assembly Journal; 1823-1829 
in Appendix of same; 1830-1841 in bound volumes. Town break-
down not reported after 1841. 
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TABLE XI 

AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE OF ISLIP SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
ELEMENTARY (K-6) AND SECONDARY (7-12) 

1950-1970a 

_ 1950 1955 1960 ! 1965 1970 
Bay Shore 
5,384 acres 

849 
905 

1,750 
1,190 

2,166 ' 
1,698 

3,578 I 
2,478 

3,833 
3,056 

Islip 
3,499 acres 

631 
193 

710 
432 

1,033"] 
679 

"""1,874 
1,085 

2,665 
1.648 

East Islip 
8,115 acres 

431 
172 

563 
328 

1745T1 
745 

3,607 
1.304 

4,040 
1,674 

Sayville 
3,470 acres 

533 
683 

841 
962 

1,180 
1,214 

1,799 
1,208 

2,533 
1,759 

Bayport 
2,053 acres 

252 
182 

535U i 
353 

1,008 
587 

1,280 1 

1,150 
1,864 
1,179 

Hauppauge 
8,130 acres0 

163GT 414 
106 

629 
709 

2,53l~1 

746 
4,076 
2,151 

Oakda1e-Bohem ia 
8,456 acres 

140^ 

110f 

261 
4 4 8 

635 1 

83 
2,415h 

1,384 
4,221 
2,331 

Ronkonkoma 
6,501 acres 

140^ 

110f 262 449 
1058 1 

West Islip 
4,057 acres 

267a 1,107. 
175x 

3,062 
1.495 

j 4,834 
3,781 

Brentwood 
10,677 acres 

390$ 730 
2iie : 

3,783 
1.614 

10,739 
4,619 

12,422 
6,082 

Central Islip 
5,597 acres 

355 
150 

729 
380 

1 1,848 
987 

2,934 
1,706 

4,011 
2,178 

Ocean Beach 14cl 26 
68 

| 26 21 28 

a. .Figures from weighted Average Daily Attendance 
worksheets for January 1 of each given year. January 1 
figures average 89 per cent of enrollment. 

b. Figures from 1955 reflect merger with Blue Foint. 
c. Includes area in Islip and Smithtown. 
d. Grades K-8. 
e. Grades 7-9. 
f. Grades 1-6. 
g. Grades 7-8. 
h. Merged as Connetquot Central School District. 
i. Grades 7-10. 
j. Figures not available. 



TABLE XII 

SCHOOL PLANTS IN THE TOW OF ISLIP 
1950-1970 

23^ 

District 1950 1960 1970 

Bayshore 1 Jr.-Sr. High 1 High 1 High 
3 Elementary 1 Jr. High 1 Middle 

4 Elementary 5 Elementary 

Islip 1 K-12 1 Jr.-Sr. High 1 High 
2 Elementary 1 Middle 

3 Elementary 

East Islip 1 K-12 1 High 1 High 
1 Jr. High 2 Jr. High 
5 Elementary 5 Elementary 

Sayville 1 Jr.-Sr. High, 1 High 1 High 
2 Elementary 1 Jr. High 1 Jr. High 

3 Elementary 4 Elementary 

Bayport 1 K-12 1 Jr.-Sr. High 1 Jr.-Sr. High 
1 Elementary 3 Elementary 

Cormetquot* 1 K-8 1 Jr.-Sr. High 1 High 
1 K-6 5 Elementary 1 Jr. High 
1 1-2 8 Elementary 

West Islip 1 K-8 1 High 1 High 
1 Jr. High 2 Jr. High 
5 Elementary 9 Elementary 

Brentwood 1 K-8 1 High 1 High (2 bldg,) 
2 Jr. High 4 Jr. High 
7 Elementary. 14 Elementary 

Central Islip 1 Jr.-Sr. High 1 Jr.-Sr. High 1 High 
1 Elementary 3 Elementary 1 Jr. High 

5 Elementary 

Ocean Beach 1 Elementary 1 Elementary 1 Elementary 
"Figures for 
Figures from 

component districts prior to merger, 
BOCES Office, Patchogue, New York. 
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