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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
* 

The Program Statement of the Child Study Association of 

1 

America Annual Conference , March 25, 1957, emphasizes the 

need for two effective parents in the home-, further, that 

attention, has long been focused on the mother of the family, 

and that detailed knowledge of how mother and child interact 

has added greatly to .our understanding of what goes into the 

making of personality. It was pointed out, however, that the 

father's role, equally important yet in many respects different 

from.the mother's, will profoundly affect his children's true 

coming of age. B3r leaving out the father, 'half of the pic-

ture is lest in getting a view of how the boy becomes a man 

and the girl a woman. Because of changing times, and for 

many reasons, the father today is living with his children in 

ways that are new and often confusing. The program poses 

questions as follows: 
Have external forces accelerated these changes, and 

how may they affect the child's concept of himself? What 
of the fatherless families, those where death, separation, 
desertion, or the husband's lengthy absence from home in 
the army or on business, forces the mother to carry on 
alone as best she can? 

"'"Program Statement of CSAA Annual Conference, March 25, 
1957s "The Man in the Family," Chil_a Study, XXXIV (Summer, 
1957), 2. 



Statement of the Problem 

It was the purpose of this study to determine whether • 

the early loss of the father Is conducive to injury of per-

sonality development of boys and girls, which injury may 

still "be evident in late adolescence, -the crucial time in 

life when educational, vocational and other important deci-

sions are bein^ made. 

In this examination of the personality differences, at 

the time of late adolescence, betv/een boys and girls who had 

lost their fathers early in life and those who had not lost 

their fathers, two major hypotheses concerning over-all ad-

justment, and twelve secondary hypotheses concerning specific 

areas of differences, were formulated as follows: 

Major Hypotheses 

Hypothesis la: Boys orphaned by death of the father 

tend to have less satisfactory over-all adjustment than do 

non-orphaned "boys, and boys father-orphaned by other reasons 

tend to be more adversely affected than those orphaned by 

death of the father. 

Hypothesis lb: Girls orphaned by death of the father 

tend to have less satisfactory over-all adjustment than do 

non-orphaned girls, and girls father-orphaned by other reason: 

tend to be more adversely affected than those orphaned by 

death of the father. 



Secondary Hypotheses 

Hypothesis la: Home adjustment of "boys orphaned by 

death of the father tends to be lees satisfactory than that 

of non-orphaned boys, and boys father-orphaned by other reasons 

tend to be more adversely affected than those orphaned by death 

of the father. 

Hypothesis lb: Home adjustment of girls orphaned by 

death of the father tends to be less satisfactory than that 

of non-orphaned girls, and girls father-orphaned by other rea-

sons tend to be more adversely affected than those orphaned 

by death of the father. 

Hypothesis 2a: Health adjustment of boys father-orphaned 

by any reason will not tend to be significantly different from 

that of non-orphaned boys. 

Hypothesis 2b: Health adjustment of girls father-orphaned 

by any reason will not tend to be significantly different from 

that of non-orphaned girls, 

Hypothesis "5a: Sub a 1 ssi ven©as of boys orphaned by death 

of the father tends to be more pronounced than that of non-

orphaned bojBj and boys f c. t her-orphaned by other reasons will 

not tend to be significantly different from those orphaned by 

death. 

Hypothesis 3b: Submissiveness-self-assertion of girls 

father-orphaned' by any reancu tends to be no different from 

that of non-orphaned girls. 
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Hypothesis 4a: Emotionality of boys orphaned by death 

of the father tends to be less satisfactory than that of non-

orphaned boys, and boys father-orphaned by other reasons tend 

to be more adversely affected than those orphaned by death of 

the father. 

Hypothesis 4b: Emotionality of girls orphaned by death 

of the father tends to be less satisfactory than that of non-

orphaned girls, and girls father-orphaned by other reasons 

tend to be mora adversely affected than those orphaned by 

death of the father. 

Hypothesis 5a: Hostility-friendliness of boys father-

orphaned by any reason will not tend to be significantly 

different frowi that of ncn**orphaned boys. 

Hypothesis 5b: Hostility-friendliness of girls orphaned 

by death of the father vd.ll not tend to be significantly 

different from that of non-orphaned girls, while girls father-

orphaned by other reasons will tend to be more hostile than 

non-orphaned girls. 

Hypothesis 6a: Masculinity of boys orphaned by death 

of the father will not tend to be significant].}' different 

from that of non-orphaned boys, and the same prediction is 

made for boys father-orphaned by other reasons. 

Hypothesis 6b: Femininity of girls orphaned by death of 

father tends to be less pronounced than that of non-orphaned 

girls, and 3 fc is not expected that feaininity of girls father-

orphaned bv other reasons will be significantly different from 



Survey of Related Literature 

There appears to be a dearth of studies concerning ado-

lescents who have lost their fathers early in life, particu-

larly girls. Most of tho studies show the adverse effects 

which exist during early or middle childhood, hut fail to 

show whether the child is able to overcome the difficulties 

by late adolescence, the crucial time in life when educational, 

vocational and other important decisions are being made. 

Theoretical Review and Research Studies 

Bach2 found in his study of children age six through ten 

without a father that boys experienced fantasies more sitrnlar 

to girls'. 

.Seared and others in a study of the effects of father-

absence in wartime on pre-school age children, found that 

father-absent boys were less frequently aggressive than 

father-present boys. No ouch finding was reported for girls. 

Parsons^ points out that in the family structure in our 

culture the boy or girl makes the first identification with 

the mother. As the boy grows older he becomes aware of the 

cultural expectations that be behave in a masculine manner. 

2R. Bach, "Father-Fantasies and Father Typing in Father 
Separated Children," Child Development, XVII (1946), 63-60. 

R. Sears and others, "Effect of Father Separation on 
Pre-School Children's Doll Play Affscresa:! or;," Child Dejelogrr.er.it 
XVII (1 $k5 ), 

4rf. Parsera. "Certain Source*, and Patterns of Aggression 
in the Social Structure of the Western ¥crld," Psychiatry, X 

1 7? „ " 
\ J- > » f ; y 
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As a result, he frequently shows exaggerated masculine be-

havior identification, Further, this circumstance leads the 

young boy to Identify "goodness11 with femininity, and in re-

jecting his feminine identification, he frequently engages in 

antisocial acting out in symbolic assertion of his masculinity. 

Siegrariî ' compared the relative frequency of antisocial 

activ3ties in a group of male students whose fathers were 

away in the armed forces during early childhood with that 

found in a group of male adults whose fathers were not away . 

from home during early childhood, and found, more evidence of 

antisocial behavior in the father-absent group. 

An editorial^ in Child- Study in. 1947 points out that 

children need a great deal of mothering from their mothers, 

and that management of daily routine inevitably tends to fall 

on the mother^ but, that children a],so are in need of a 

father who is a real and significant person. Otherwise, 

children run the risk of growing up in the belief that women 

are the source of authority, and that the male is relatively 

powerless, Such a belief tends to breed passive men and ag~ 

grecaive women. 

Eisenbud says that our picture of the father as the bread-

winner, main source of authority, and dispenser of justice, who 

^Aron ¥. Siegram, "Father Absence During Early Childhood 
ana Antisocial Behavior," £ournal of Abnormal Psychology, LXXI, 
No. 1, (1966), 71-74. * ' 

Editorial, Child Study, XXI (Fall, 1943), 2. 

?Jule Eisenbud, "Trie Father of a Family," Child Study, XXI 
(Fall. >94I), 3-29. 
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regulates "behavior and lends the growth of character, is an 

inheritance of the past. From the father and the mother 

children derived the primary axes of their character, devel-

oped in one piece, and possessed the structural strength to 

withstand the later pulls, pressures and tensions, Eisenbud 

laments that today the father often has little more than 

mechanical claim to paternity, and about the same relation-

ship to the other members in the family as a boarder in the 

house; further, thsft the consequences to society of the 

changing family relationship are probably enormous. The 

person tries to find in government the security, the guidance, 

and the authority he failed to secure in the home, to seek 

outside himself the unity and the integration be lacks as an 

individual. 

Ellenwood^ admits that the father is no longer the real 

authority in the home, but says that dictators are spoiled 

persons, and underprivileged as well. Autocrats never mature, 

Ellenwood sees a worthwhile and workable relationship, however, 

in the democratic family of today, where there is give and take 

and more freedom for all. The father is still important as a 

member of the family group, but not in the same way as of old, 

Ellenwood* does not see the new family relationship as harmful. 

8James Lee Ellenwood, "A Father Looks Back," Child Study, 
XX J (Fall , 1943), 6-30. * " 
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Levlne^ feels that the fathers of the present generation, 

as a whole, play a much greater part in the care and develop-

ment of young children than did their predecessors. He 

attributes this situation to scarcity of household help, or 

mothers working outside the home, which results in the fathers 

becoming more involved in the care of the children. He sees 

this cooperation between the mother and the father as a vital 

factor in the emotional development of children, and, specifi-

cally , as developing a feeling of security in the child. From 

approximately five years of age and up, the father's role in 

the personality development of his children assumes increasing 

importance--important in the life of a girl, but more important 

in the life of a boy, as boys in these days tend to live too 

much in a feminine w'orl d, both at home and at school. 

Nelson-^ wrote dui-ing World War II about father absence 

and seemed to feel that the absence would have an effect on 

the entire family, including the father,, She put it this way, 

"A man cannot go off to war and be separated from his wife and 

children for months or years, and return the same man, to the 

same wife, to the same children," In essence, she felt that 

personality changes were sure to develop in all members of the 

family; and that after the return of the father, there would 

-''Milton I. Levire, "The Father in the- Home," Child Study, 
X«: (Fall, 1943), 8-32. " 

Janet Fowler Nelson, "Life Without Father," Child Study, 
XXI (Fall, 1043), 11-20. 



be a period of readjustment which could prove to "be difficult 

for all rpesbers. She did not elaborate as to the specific 

personality changes involved. 

Josselyn-1-*" in speaking of the young boy says, "His world 

invaded by girls, who dress and act much as he does, the grow-

ing boy sometimes wonders where his special province lies," 

Josselyn feels that, sociologically, we seem to be drifting 

toward he-women and she-men, Eoys and girls play many of the 

same games and engage in many of the same activities. As the 

dating age arrives, however, social mores help create an arti-

ficial way to show the social difference between the sexes; 

Thus, the little boy who finds the little girl an adequate 
coD-.ipa.nion for exploring the swamp, for studying the works 
of an alarm clock or observing the habits of shakes and 
mice, is suddenly - required to scrub himself clean, dress 
up and open the door for his little female companion who 
now appears too weak to open the door herself. Through 
this social gesture the sexual differentiation becomes 
sharp, perhaps because of parental and social pressure, 
but more likely because there is a biological difference 
between boys and girls which presses for e x p r e s s i o n . ^ 

1"S 

Wanser in a study of boys in late adolescence found 

that father-orphaned boys were no less masculine than the non-

orphaned boys* He felt, however, that the use of projective 

methods might provide a measure of masculinity at a deeper 

Irene Josselyn, "The Yours? Boy--Ho 'Kingdom of His Own?, 
Child Study, XXXIV (Summer, 195?h 2-7. 

f t 

1 2 lb id., 5 

-^Byron R. h'anser, "The Effect of Loss of Father Upon the 
Development of Certain Personality Traits,'' unpublished doctoral 
dissertation, School of Education, University of Denver, Denver, 
Co1orad o, 1963, 44- 46. 
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level not touched by the inatrunont he used, the Guilford-

Zimmerman Temperament Survey. He concludes that counselors 

must avoid any tendency to anticipate e1ther personality prob-

lems or femininity among orphan boys unless further study using 

projective techniques produces other findings.• 

1 il 

Lynn arid Sawrey " ' in t h e i r 1959 s tudy of t h e e f f e c t s of 

father absence on Norwegian boys and girls, ag.es eight to nine 

and one-half, noted insecure father identification with con-

siderable compensatory masculine behavior, and found that boys 

suffered more adverse effects from father absence than girls. 

Specifically, they concluded that boys were influenced in four 

ways: immaturity, lack of father' identification, insecurity, 

and poor peer adjustment. The father-absent girls, however, 

were not influenced except for becoming more dependent on the 

mother. This opinion appears to be in partial conflict with 

Freudian theory. Althoi-gh by 1931 Freud^ had. revised his 

Oedipus theory concerning women, he stated " . . . at the end 

of the girl's development it is the man—the father—who must 

come to be the new love-object . . . " Thus, It would seem 

that he considered the presence of the father in the home as 

a necessary factor in the proper development of the girl into 

her appropriate female role. 

1 :David B. Lynn and William L. Sawrey, "The Effects of 
Father-Absence on Norwegian Boys and Girls," Journal of-Abnormal 
and Social Psychology (September, 1959), 2 58~2o2'~ ~ ~ 

^Sigmund Freud, "Female Sexuality," Sexuality and the 
Psychology of Love (New York, 1963), pp. 19$-"2ll". " T 



11 

" 1 

Mowrer believes that in.the ideal family constellation, 

the little 'boy finds it very natural and rewarding to mold 

himself in his father's image; the little girl finds the same 

situation in molding herself in the mother's image. Disturbed 

family conditions, however, tend to produce the neurotic who 

fails to make a full-fledged identification with the same-

sexed parent and a proper identification with the opposite-

sexed parent. 

Brim'^ feels that personality is "the learned repertoire 

of roles," and that each person has learned his behavior in 

each situation, or role, from what he believes his parents, 

or others, have expected of him in the specific situation, 
I O 

Peterson and others relate that most contemporary re-

search and clinical practice concerning: child behavior problems 

place emphasis on the maternal infXneneo. Their study of fifty-

three kindergarten children and twenty-f.our children attending 

a guidance clinic included both, the mothers and the fathers of 

the subjects. Their findings support the hypothesis that the at-

titudes of fathers are at least as intimately related as the 

attitudes of mothers to maladjustment tendencies among children. 

-®-^Hobart 0. Mowrer, Learning Theory and Personality Dynamics 
(New York, 1950), pp. 596-500» 

IfOrville Brim, Jr., "Personality Development As Role-
Learn ine ,u Persona],itv Development in Children (Austin, 1950), 
p. 141. **" • - ~ — 

onaid R. Peterson, Yfesley C. Becker, Donald J. Shoe-
maker, Zolla Luria, and Leo A. Helimer, "Child Behavior Prob-
lems and Parental Attitudes,'' Child Development, XXXII (1963.), 
151-162. 
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The composite attitudinal picture for clinic mothers was of 

a cold, maladjusted woman, evidently unable or unwilling to 

assume responsibility for the rearing of her children. The 

model clinic father appeared ic be a cold „ maladjusted, 

punitive man, lacking the human kindness shown by the fathers 

of the relatively well-ad justed kindergarten children. 

Becker"*^ and others express a hope for the development 

of a measurable set of dimensions which will permit more re-

fined studies of the relationships between parent and child -

behavior. They indicate that some important contributions are 

being made toward achievement of this end. They studied two 

groups of families, one with a child not in need of clinical, 

services and the other with a child in need of eJ, inical serv-

ices, The children were ages six to twelve. The study indi-

cates that in families with conduct problem children, both 

parents are maladjusted, give vent to unbridled emotions, and 

tend to be arbitrary with the child. The mother tended to be 

tense, dictatorial, and thwarting. The father tended not to 

enforce regulations. Personality problems in the child (shy, 

sensitive, inferior) showed associations only with father be-

havior ratings. They concluded that future research, and. 

perhaps therapeutic practice, should give wore consideration 

to the role of the father in child, development. 

19Wcfjley C. Becker, Donald R, Peterson, Leo A. Hellmar, 
Donald J, Shoemaker, and Herbert C. Quay, "Factors in Parental 
Behavior and Personality as Related to Problem Behavior in 
Children," Journal of Consulting Psvoholopy, XXIII, No. 2 
(1959), IOT^lIBT"" ~~ ' " ~~ 
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20 

Lerner points out the rising influence of the mother 

on the children and the decreasing influence of the father-

in the modern American family. Lerner feels that the father's 

virtual disappearance from the home holds important conse-

quences for his wife and daughter a, "but that it is more 

critical for his sons. Young people do not have anything to 

revolt against• a firm father whom they can use as a foil. 

The, father is no longer the source of authority in the family, 

and the wife now has the task of exercising the authority. 

"But while she reigns, she cannot rule. With rare exceptions, 

there is no effective emotional aut.ho.rity in the American 

home." Lerner believes, however, that automation will allow 

more leisure time, and that the father may come back to the 

home. Such an article in the popular press seems to indicate 

that the public is becoming concerned about the role of the 

father in our modern culture. 
O I 

Stolz/--' and others used severe 1 types of play technique 

in their study of two groups of matched children whose ages 

ranged from four years and seven months to eight years and 

nine months, One group had been separated from their fathers 

during tforld War II for the first year of life and the other 

groups had not been separated. The war-separated children 

^°May Lerner, "The Vanishing American - Father," Readers 
Pjgest (July, 196.5), 116-118, condensed from McC^irF'TSayT 
196^). *' "" 

O - i 

-xLois Stolz} Nancy Guy Stevenson, and Leonard Ullman, 
Father Relations of IK&r-born Children (Stanford, 1954). op. 
.181-2077" ™ " — ~ 
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were found to have s-tronfter aggress'.ve feelings than the non-

separated, and the war-separated "boys displayed stronger 

aggressive feelings than the >-ar«separated girls. The war-

separated group seemed to have a greater amount, of hostility 

and a greater fear of aggression than the non-separated. The 

non-separated children behaved more naturally with adults 

than the war-separated. They were more positive and negative, 

while the war-separated tended to be more dependent and de-

manding. 

O Q 

Stolz-*' studied the effect of war on the developing 

personalities of children. She feels that the mother is of 

extreme importance during.the early life of the child, "Mother 

and "baby are really two in one. . » , It is the mother who 

can develop emotional strength or weakness in her baby." If 

war means separation of the baby fro?.! the mother, there is 

bound to be anxiety. Separation from the father is less 

disturbing unless the mother transmits her anxiety to her 

child. Separation from the father may mean that the child 

becomes closer to the ir-othor, and this can hamper his develop-

ment. The absence of the father'may interfere with or delay 

the normal psychosexual development of the child. Children 

whose fathers were away showed less tendency to aggression 

t-han those with fathers at home. The child may experience 

disappointment upon the return of the- father/ having built up 

^'-Lcis Meek Stolz, "The Effect cf Mobilization and 7/ar 
on Children*" Social Casework, XXXII, No, 4 (April, 1951), 
143-149. ' " 
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an idealistic picture of him. "In other- words, when Santa 

Claus turns out to be human there is likely to be trouble not 

only for the child, but for Santa Claus as veil." 

Bronfenbrenner~J believes that parental roles are chang-

ing, with fathers yielding parental authority to mothers and 

taking on some of the nurturant and affectional functions 

traditionally associated with the maternal role. Formerly, 

the mothers tended to employ love—or3ented techniques of 

discipline, and the fathers relied on more direct methods 

like physical punishment, but the fathers tended to be more 

lenient with girls than boys. Thus, paternal authority 

tended to be salutary for sons but detrimental for daughters. 

As parental roles change, both, parents tend to have similar 

effects on their children. Bronfenbrenner believes that 

boys tend to be more responsible when the father is the 

principal disciplinarian, and rlrls more dependable when the 

mother is the major authority figure. In essence, boys 

thrive in a patriarchal context and girls in a matriarchal 

one. The equalitarian family tends to produce the most 

dependent and least dependable adolescents. The democratic 

family tends to produce young people who do not take initia-

tive, look to others for direction and decision, and cannot 

be counted on to fulfill obligations. He feels, however, 

<-3lJrie Bronfenbronner, ''The Changing American Child—A 
Speculative Analysis,." Me2-rill-.Paliner"Quarterlv, VII, No. 2 
(April, 1951), 73-S3-. ™ ' "" 
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that current tronds Indicate that. we can anticipate something 

of a return to the more explicit techniques of an earlier era, 
r \ * 

Havighurst and Neugarten'"f feel there 3s a great diversity 

'among American families when they are viewed as social systems. 

The family is a small social unit composed, of a few members 

who are related in intimate and complex ways. The family is 

patrilineal, with the wife and children taking the father's 

name, e;id moving wherever the husband's lob dictates. The 

mothers however, tends to be the central figure as far as 

the children are concerned, and takes responsibility for the 

daily socializing of the child,, as the father* is away from 

home for most of the cay. With the modern family becoming 

increasingly democratic, there is a growing sense of equality 

among the member's, but the responsibilities and privileges 

for' each member are well defined. All infants are in the 

role of the protected, and the wife is at times. The husband 

is in the role of the protector. It is the social role of 

the father that has declined in the past hundred years. He 

has become less authoritarian, but has become a major source 

of acceptance and affection. The psychological influence of 

the father has not declined. It is? primarily the behavior of 

the father, rather than that of the mother, that accounts for 

the differential effects of parental behavior on the two 

sexes, ' ' ' 

^Robert J. Havighurst and Bernice L. Neugarten, Society 
and Education, 2nd ed. (Boston, IS62), pp. 97-103. 
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Steimel arid Su2riecIeXisr"^ using 198 college males as sub-

jects, gave the Strong Vocational Interest Blank and a 

specially designed instrument on which they reported the pre-

dominance of the influence of one or the other parent on 

development. They found significant differences between the 

father-group and the mother-group. The father-group was 

significantly higher on engineer, chemist, production manager, 

aviator, math-science teacher, forest service, YMCA director, 

personnel director, public administrator, senior CPA, account-

ant , and on the interest maturity and masculinity-femininity 

scales. The mother-group was significantly higher on the 

real estate salesman, advertising manager, and lawyer scales. 

The findings were in keeping with what might be expected in 

that subjects reporting predominant father influence have 

interests more typically masculine. 

O £Z 

Brunken" used the responses of 289 male college students 

in investigating the relationship of parental attitudes and 

parental identification to probable, possible and fantasy voca-

tional choices. The relationship between parental attitudes 

and probable choice was used as a test of Roe's theory of 

early determinants of vocational choice. Brunken found no 

^Raymond J. Steimel and Antanas Suz3edelis, "Perceived 
Parental Influence and Inventoried Interests," Journal of 
Counseling Psychology, X, No. 3 (Fall, 1963), 2B9-295". 

^Richard J. Brunken, '"Perceived Parental Attitudes and 
Parental Identification in Relation to Field of Vocational 
Choice," Journal of Counseling Psychology» XXII, No. 1 (Spring. 
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significant relationships, to vocational choice. He did find 

a significant interaction between type of identification and 

father/motherj which indicates that sons identify more with 

their fathers, and that they perceive their real fathers as 

different from their ideal fathers, 

Martin and Stendler^ point out that in 1950 there were 

more than four million children in the United States who 

lived in families which had been broken by widov<hood, divorce-

or separation. When a father is left with young children he -

usually brings in a substitute mother and continues his role 

as breadwinner. "When the father is missing from the family 

the mother ii.ay become both breadwinner and hornerri&ker, The 

father means different things to children at different stages 

of development. The young child sees him as a person who can 

accomplish prodigious tasks and who represents strength and 

security. To the growing boy, the father is a model and an 

important source of learning sex-appropriate behavior. To 

the growing girl, the father acts as a reinforcer of her 

femininity by admiring her hairdo, commenting on her clothes, 

and treating her differently from her brother. Conversely, 

a father can subtly encourage a girl to be boylike and make 

her task of becoming feminine more difficult. Absence of the 

father or rejection by him may create an unsatisfied need in-- ' 

a girl, and she may go through life continually seeking a 

27Viill;larn E. Martin and Celia Burns Stendler, Child 
and Development (New York, 1959), pp. 328-330™.™ 
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father in the men she i?.et?is'» Fatherless children may develop 

a number of problems such as becoming, excessively dependent 

on the mother, becoming rebellious and defiant, or they way- • 

develop antisocial behavior in such forms as stealing. 
p Q 

Coleman points out the prevailing view 6f the relation-

ship between inadequate mothers and the incidence of schizo-

phrenia. in male offspring* He feels, however, that there is 

also a definite relationship between inadequate, indifferent, 

or passive fathers and- the Incidence of schizophrenia in ma'les, 

also, that such types of fathers tend to have an adverse in-

fluence on daughters who become schisophrenic. The father is 

often highly contemptuous and derogatory toward the mother 

while being seductive toward the daughter. This tends to 

force the mother into competition with the daughter and de-

valuates the mother as a model for the daughter. The daughter 

may come to despise herself for any resemblances to the 

mother. In essence, a disturbed family constellation, 

whether involving the mother, the father, or both, can have 

an adverse influence on the developing personality of either 

the boy or the girl. 
pq 

Madow and Hardy ~y studied the social history of 211 

neurotic patients who had from four months routine duty in the 
p Q 

air.es C. Coleman, Abnormal Psycholo?r£ and Modern Life, 
3rd ed, (Chicago, 1964), ppl "S9"2-"29:f« " *™ ~™ 

^Leo Madow and Sherman Hardy, "Incidence and Analysis 
of the Broken Fa.mj.l3r in the Background of Neurosis," American 
Journal of Orthopsychiatry, XVII (July, 1947), 521-52B7 " 
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Army to prolonged exposure to severe combat. They found more 

than twice the incidence of "broken homes among the patients 

than is common in the general population of the United States. 

¥iCCord- ̂  and others compared hoys from broken homes who 

Were living with tbeir natural mothers, with boys from intact 

homes. They found only slight evidences of femininity if the 

boy was between six and twelve years 02' age when the father 

left or if the • mother- was deviant or rejecting.- Abnormal 

fears were not found to be related to paternal absence.. 

Delinquency and criminality appeared to be related to the 

general instability of the broken home rather than to paternal 

absence as such, 

-z-1 

Deopert-' - says that almost on-o cut of three carriages in 

the United States ends in the divorce courts. In addition to 

these, there is "emotional divorce" in which the couple are 

estranged emotionally, but contimw to live in the .same house-

hold and do not get a divorce. 3he speaks of the emotional 

needs of the child and of the strain on the child because of 

divorce or other disturbance of the family constellation, but 

she feels that wise act ions on the part of the parents can 

help the child through the adjustment. She implies that the 

greatest proportion of delinquents come frcm 

a Louise Despert, Children of Divorce (Garden Citv. 
•pp. 20-23, 119, 282. 



21 

emotional divorce homes, less from divorce, and much less 

from homes broken by death. She does not state what propor-

tion comes from homes broken by desert ion,as these do not 

appear in the statistics-as legal separations, but she im-

plies that many of the delinquents do come from this category 

of broken homes. She seems to consider love as the most 

important thing in good adjustment and happiness for all 

concerned—children, parents, grandchildren, and so on. She 

says that "Beyond nourishing food and shelter from the ele-

ments, children need little that is material. But their 

needs of the spirit, though simple, are absolute. If these 

are' met, nothing, else matters.!! 

•J* 

Maslow and Mitte'j.manrr^ feel that two types of factors 

contribute to psyebopatbology in the. parent-child relation-

ship: (1) attitude of the parents toward their child and 

their method of handling him, and (2) disturbances in the 

family constellation, such as death. If one parent is fre-

quently absent over long periods of time, the child may be-

come too much attached to the other and consider the 

frequently absent parent a rival', which may lead to hostility 

and guilt. If one of the parents dies when the child is young, 

the child may feel that ho has been deprived of a supporter 

and may blame the surviving parent for the death of the other. 

32 
A. H. Ma.sJow and Bela Mttlemann, Principles of Abnormal 

Psychology. rev. ed. (New York, 1951); PP.~ 142-1^8." """"""""" 
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This sometimes leads to a feeling that fate is potentially 

against him in everything he undertakes; the feeling may be 

particularly strong if both parents die when the child is 

young or if the step-parent is harsh. 

Barker and Adams'^ made a study of delinquents in two 

Colorado training schools--one for "boys between the ages of 

ten and eighteen, and one for girls between the ages of ten 

and twenty-one. They found approximately one-third of each 

group from complete homes,, Those who were living with only 

one parent generally were with the mother, and sometimes with 

the mother and. stepfather. The enormous impact of the lack 

of the natural father in the home is evident. The causal 

factor in the development of anti-social feelings and delin-

quent behavior among delinquent young males is frequently the 

absence of the father. Or. the failure of the natural father 

either by his absence or deficiencies, to act as a strong» 

supportive figure with whom the boy could identify frequently 

pointed toward anti-social feelings and delinquent behavior 

of boys. Girls without their natural fathers were also 

found to be adversely affected, and in many different ways 

such as attempting to resolve their uncertainties through' 

sexual acting-out. Barker and Adams point to the schools in 

the United States as one of the most important social systems 

--'-Gordon H. Barker and William T. Adams, "Comparison of 
the Delinquencies of Boys and Girls," Journal of Criminal Lav/, 
LI 11 (1962), 470-475. ~ — - — 
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in the life of the adolescent,. In spite Of unfavorable family 

constellations, some adolescents are able to make adequate 

socia.l and other adjustments through their associations with 

peers, teachers, and others in the school environment. 

Gomberg-^ believes that the fact that yesterday5s families 

seem to have had more clearly defined models of the father 

figure and the mother figure does not necessarily indicate 

that they were healthier.. He thinks of the modern family as 

a personality capable of infinite variation. Society may 

determine hov.r a male or female is supposed to behave in any 

one given period in history, and society aay clarify or con-

fuse sex identity, but the maleness or femaleixesa is there, 

and it has within it an urge to grow,. It may be blocked or 

obstructed, but the inner urge seeks its own fulfillment. In 

essence, we may hinder some of the maleness of a boy or the 

femaleness of a girl by the kind of clothes or outward be-

havior we insist upon, but there is some force to help each 

one to achieve sex identity. Gomborg feels that we are mov-

ing towards an era when it will be progressively less im-

portant to distinguish between male and female on the basis 

of social activity and responsibility. When emphasis is put 

on inner personal fulfillment, the child will find strength 

from within, buttressed by the family, to find his own way 

and to play out his own role * 

Robert Gomberg, "Tomorrow's Family," Child Study, 
XXXIV (Summer, 1957), 7-11. " — 
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.Muasen and Distler" made a study of thirty-eight middle-

class, kindergarten boyo, which was designed to evaluate three 

hypothesized processes of iGentifjcc.tion--developr.ien.tal, 

defensjve, and role-taking, The developmental hypothesis states 

that identification with the father depends on a positive, 

affectionate relationship between father and son. The defen-

sive hypothesis states that 'by identifying with his father, 

the boy's fears of counter-aggression are reduced and, at the 

same time, he vicariously obtains his mother's attention grid 

affection. This has been called "I dentIficstion v;ith the 

aggressor" and "defensive identification," The role-taking 

hypothesis states that ident if icat' on, or role--playing,' depends 

on the power of the identificand-- a combination of his reward 

value and his threat or pun5shroeut potential, The findings 

of the study supported all three of the hypotheses, thus .In-

dicating that the subjects were able- to make their male 
% 

identification through either one of the three processes of 

identification. 

Payne and Musserr in a study of 182 Junior- and. senior 

high school boys found high father identification when the 

relationships were rewarding and affectionate. High father 

35paul Mussen and Luther Distler, "Masculinity, Identifi-
cation, and Father-Son Relationshit>s," Juur-r.al of Abnormal 
Psychology, LIX (1959), 350-356. * " """" - — 

-^Donald E. Payne and Paul H„ Mussen, "Parent-Child 
Relations and Father Identification Among Adolescent Boys," 
Journal of Abnor mal Ps v c ho 1 c gx» 11 (May, 1.9 56), 358-362. 
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identification was related to social- and emotional adjustments 

as manifested by calmness and friendliness. They also found 

that father identification correlated highly with masculinity. 

Burton and Whiting:/ ̂  view the process of identification 

and the' development of identity as the status envy hypothesis, 

"This process of identification consists of learning a role 

by rehearsal in fantasy or in play rather than by actual 

performance, and this rehearsal is motivated by envy of the 

incumbent of a privileged status," Status envy is a motiva-

tional component of status disability, and such motivation 

leads to learning by identification. The child rehearses in 

play or in fantasy the grown-up whose privileged status is 

envied. Burton and Whiting believe that the absence of the 

father produces in the boy cross-sox identification which is 

either acted out or, more usually, defended against by ex-

aggerated masculine behavior. They feel that more study is 

needed, and continue with 

Although the general effect of father absence seems 
evident, the details of the process are not» For example, 
are there critical periods when the absence of the father 
is more critical, than other times? How long does it take 
for a chile to establish identity? What are the relative 
effects of a weak father and an absent father? What, is 
the effect of the absent father on the development of a 
sorl?38 

•3'7ROger V, bur ton and John W. Whitings "The Absent 
Father and Cross-Sex Identity,-" Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, VII, 
No. 2 (Aprilj 1961), 85-95. — -

-5-'lbid . , p. 94. 
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Strecker and Appel-^ view the terra "identification" in a 

rather broad sense. They see projection as peinrdtting us to 

ignore or disown our weaknesses and as giving us the feeling 

of security and strength. They see. identification as a related 

psychological mechanism by which we identify ourselves as 

closely as possible with people and institutions that repre-

sent for uu ideal qualities, and it is used from the cradle 

to the grave. "Identification is potent medicine, and must 

be used sparingly. In excessive doses it is subtle and 

dangerous poison." In the roost usual form of identifications 

idealizations the child idolizes his parents aud finds security 

and certainty in the qualities of the parents« It is with 

difficulty that children give up this sense of security and 

begin thinking for themselves. Th6emancipation comes at vary-

ing ages with different children. 

Allport^0 relates that, in the Darwinian view, conforming 

has survival value. The young child is helpless unless he 

strings along with bis parents. His only pattern for survival 

3s their pattern, and if their design is tolerant or hostile, 

so, too, is his. All port, feels that the term "identification" 

is broad and ill-defined, but that it serves to convey the 

sense of emotional merging of oneself with others. In the 

39'Edward A. Strecker and Kenneth E, Appel, Discovering 
Ourselves, 2nd ed. (New York, 1947), pp. 334-350": 

40, Gordon W# All port, Tho Nature of Prej_udi.ee (Garden 
City, 1958), pp. 278-279, 3T9'~>;?0~ 
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American home the fa-ther is away for most-of the day, and the 

child is with the mother^ who provides the model and mentor for 

his conduct. An early identification with the mother usually 

sets in.- The identification is no problem for the girl, at 

least for some years, as she soon learns that she will be a 

housewife and mother. The boy, however, is early placed in 

conflict; womanish ways are not for him. As a kind of over-

compensation, he may later identify vigorously with the 

father. The rough and tough.behavior in boyhood culture can 

be explained, in part, as an over-react ion to mother domination. 

The father often plays a part in inducing compulsive masculinity 

in the son, as the father is a carrier of the competitive cul-

ture with its frontier tradition, 

Goode^ apparently agrees with the classical psychoanaly-

tic view that the infant and mother establish a close emotional 

relationship -shortly after the baby's birth, and that the world 

of the infant soon expands to include other members of the 

family; further, that the child will conclude his infancy 

period by becoming emotionally attached to the parent of the 

opposite sex, Social norms, however, eventually interfere with 

the relationship. Goode feels that it is more important for 

the boy to give up his oedipal. tie with the mother than for 

the girl to give up her attachment to the father. He continues: 

illiara J. Goode, The Family (Englewood Cliffs, 1964), 
pp. 78-SO. 
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Assumption of the adult status requires the male to be 
relatively independent, dominant, and instrumental in 
social interaction, and to be able to discharge his obli-
gations as head of the family. Ke cannot, without 
criticism from others and a feeling of personal failure* 
niova directly from being mother's little boy to being 
his wife's little boy. By contrast, a girl is permitted 
tc move from being dad's little girl to being her hus-
band 's little girl with less criticism. In fact, of 
course, a large but unknown percentage of people fail 
to resolve their oedipal ties, and the psychodynamic 
consequences hamper adult functioning. 

Despert^ reviews the changing role and waning power of 

the father from the early Greek" and Roman civilizations up to 

the present time in oar culture. Through the centuries the 

father's powerful function as head of the family did not in-

clude physical or emotional closeness to the child. The 

Colonists did not leave the father's tyrannical authority 

behind but it was short lived because of the rebellion of 

the childj a better insight into the emotional needs of the 

child, and the emancipat ioo. of women., which tended to reduce 

the power of the father. Despert is not specific as to the 

present role of the father, but she. seems to imply that it is 

an important one in the life of the child. In discussing the 

fatherless family and the effects on the child, she relates 

that the most traumatic kind of separation is a permanent one, 

death^ and„ that the effects may be more severe if the father 

dies suddenly rather than after a long illness. If death of 

42 Ibid., p. 78. 

. Louise Despert, "The Fatherless Family," Child Stvc! v. 
XXXIV (Summer, 1957), 22-23. " ' 
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the father occurs when the child" is very young, the effects 

may not be severe at the time; but the traumatic realization 

of death will come later and the sense of loss increase as the 

years go by. If the father dies before the resolutions of the 

oedipal conflict, the unconscious hostility of-the boy toward 

the father may stir up intense guilt feelings; and he may 

fear that his death wish toward the father was actually what 

caused the father's death. The girl who is in the midst of 

an unresolved oedipal conflict at the time the father dies 

has somewhat different problems. The loss of the father will 

be more devastating if she has been excessively attached to 

him, and guilt feelings toward her mother will also be in-

tensified. Despert feels that the adverse effects of father 

loss by divorce, separation, or other reasons will not tend 

to be as great as those of loss by death. She concludes, 

"The most important single factor is the emotional climate of 

the family and the emotional maturity of the mother at the 

time the separation, of whatever type, takes place. Indeed, 

this is the common denominator of the diverse phenomena of 

''The Fatherless Family. ' " 

Truxal and Merrill"^4 believe that the effects upon chil-

dren of loss of the father for any reason, death, divorce, 

desertion or separation, are particularly damaging to the 

personality of the child of a family of western Europe and 

^Andrew G. Truxal and. Francis E. Merrill, The Family 
in American Culture (New York, 194-7)» pp. 630-650. 
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America. This Is a -result of the nature of the family system— 

small, closely integrated family of one, two, or three children 

and the husband and wife, which causes a high degree of emotional 

participation on the part, of the family members. Thus, lose of 

the father has a greater impact on the child in our small 

family grouping than in the extended family of other cultures 

where the loss of one member creates little, if any, disrup-

tion in the life of the child in a larger family constellation. 

Further, the adverse effects on the child in our culture are 

likely to be in ascending severity when loss is by (1) death, 

(2) divorce, and (3) separation or desertion. Truxal and 

Merrill, however, make a special point of stating that little 

information exists as to the effects on the child of loss of 

parent by death, 

b ̂  

Klinebert;rJ comments that emphasis on the part played by 

the mother in the development of the child is reflected in a 

large body of research concerning the devastating effect pro-

duced by maternal deprivation. He then asks, "But does it 

matter if there is no 'fathering'?" He relates that only one 

empirical investigation has come'to his attention concerning 

the father-—the Stolz study of children cited elsewhere in 

this paper, whose fathers had been absent for some years in 

•the military service. Klineberg feels that-much research is • 

badly needed as to the father's role. He believes that the 

45otto K"J.ineberg, "The Father's Role-~Now and in the rant," 
Child Study, XXXIV (Summer, 1957), 12-18. 
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role of the father in the American family was much easier to 

define in the past than it is now. He continues: 

We are getting a little tired of 11 Mom i Bin "—but we 
don't want to exchange it for "neo-Popism." • What we need 
rather is recognition that bring up children is a part-
nership of equals. There are signs that psychiatrists, 
psychologists, social workers, and specialists on the 
family are becoming more aware of the part men play, and 
they have decided that women should not receive all the 
credit—nor all the blame. We have almost given up say-
ing that "woman* s place is in the home,," We are begin-
ning, however, to analyze man's place in itc Nor is that 
place irrelevant to the healthy development of the child. 

The family is a cooperative enterprise for which it 
is difficult to lay down rules because each family needs 
to work out its own ways for solving its own problems. 
One conclusion, however, seems pretty reasonable. It is 
to the effect that excessive authoritarianism has un-
happy consequences, whether it wears skirts or trousers, 
and that the ideal of equal rights and. equal responsi-
bilities is pertinent not only to a healthy democracy, 
but also to a healthy family. 

With an open mind we should seek to discover what will 
lead to greater satisfactions and inner security without 
seeking to restore the rigid preconceptions of the past. 

I'. f 

Wynn rJ states that the problem of the fatherless family 

is world-wide, but has become a matter of particular concern 

in our modern, industrial, urban society. She points out that 

if a child loses his mother attempts are made to replace her, 

but if he loses his father no such attempts are at present 

accepted as being necessary. The child will be taught when 

first at school by women teachers, and so in his early years 

may have very little male society. Wyrm does not go into • 

detail as to the psychological effect on boys and girls who 

^Margaret Wynn, Father!ess Families (London, 1964), 
pp. 13-15. ' ~ ~ " ~ 



are deprived of the 'father except to point out the higher 

incidence of delinquency among fatherless boys. She continues: 

We do not know enough about how to compensate a child 
for the loss of his father. The consequences of that loss 
and the effect on the child of being brought up without a 
father or father substitute have not been sufficiently 
studied. The effects of maternal deprivation, on the 
other hand, have been examined and re-examined. The young 
child needs a close and continuing relationship with his 
mother or mother substitute. Does he need a similar rela-
tionship with his father? Up to what age can a child 
safely be left without male influence and support? How 
can a child in a family without a father be taught how 
to be a good father in his turn? 

Becker^ and others, in a study of children between six 

and twelve years of age, searched for important relationships 

between, parent and child behavior. Their findings suggest the-

hypo thesis that the adjustment of the father is more critical-

in determining personality problems in children than is the 

adjustment of the mother. They relate that standard practice 

in psychiatry and clinical psychology has been to see the 

mother and child in therapy in problem-child cases; this on 

the assumption that the mother relationship is more important 

in child development than that of the father. The findings 

suggest a need to re-evaluate this assumption and to explore 

in more detail the role of the father in child development. 

They feel that future research, and perhaps therapeutic prac-

tice, should give more consideration to the role of the father 

in child development. 

^Wesley C. Becker, Donald R, Peterson, Leo A. Hellmer, 
Donald J. Shoemaker, and Herbert C. Quay, "Factors in Parental 
Behavior and Personality as Related to Pr>nbl pm p»"na-iH -?>, 
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Baughman and Welsh^ indicate that psychologists seem to 

have a rather clear picture of the mother's influence on the 

developing personality of the child; "but the extent, and the 

exact effect, of the father's influence is less well defined. 

They believe that fathers, besides influencing their sons' 

sex-role behavior, affect many other role-behaviors of both 

sons and daughters, and feel that future research needs to 

probe this hypothesis deeply. They point up the lack of in-

formation concerning the father in these words: 

The literature on personality and child development that 
stresses the influence of the mother's behavior is moun-
tainous, but the few articles that focus on the father's 
significance make a pitifully low mound. During a child's 
first year or two of 1 ifef when activities such as feed-
ing and toilet training are on center stage, it is 
undeniable that mothers—by sheer weight of the time they 
spend with a child—are in a position to make the greatest 
impact on his behavior. Yet without denying mother's 
importance--even pre-eminence-—we can still challenge the 
view that father is an insignificant figure. 

Anderson''1 ̂ studied 3,200 children, ages 9 to 17, with 

fourteen inventories and tests in 1950, and again in 1954- and 

1957. He found that items in the cognitive, Intellective, 

skill and knowledge areas did change consistently with age, 

but that emotional and personality items showed no significant 

relationship to age. He suggests that as the person grows, 

he changes, and the demands made upon him change; further, 

that as the person moves into new areas of experience, some 

Earl Baughman and George S. Welsh, Personal ity: A 
Behavioral Science (Englewood Cliffs, 1962), ppT 2T3~"5l7. 

^John E. Anderson, "The Prediction of Adjustment Over 
Jl9; 

Time," Personality Development in Children (Austin, i960}, pp, 
63-68. 
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of his earlier difficulties tend to get straightened out, "but 

it is difficult to determine how much is a result of growth 

and how much is a result of change in the situation confront-

ing the individual. Anderson concludes that prediction of 

adjustment over a long period of time is difficult. 

Analysis of the Related Literature 

The survey of literature indicates "both agreement and 

disagreement as to the effects on boys and girls resulting from 

early loss of the father by death or other reasons, There is 

also agreement and disagreement concerning the father's role--

how much, if any his presence or absence influences the- develop-

ing personality of the child. There appears to be complete 

agreement that early maternal deprivation has rather severe 

adverse effects on children,, There seems, to be considerable 

agreement that more study is needed concerning the effects of 

early paternal deprivation. Some studies suggest that beys 

are more adversely influenced than-.girls by father-absence, 

while a few studies indicate that girls are about equally 

influenced as boys, but perhaps in different ways. 

Only one study was found v.rhich dealt with the adverse-

effects, if any, of early father-absence which are still 

evident at the time of late adolescence. That study, by 

Wansexy® found no wore negative personality traits among 

5^Wanser, "The Effect of Loss of Fa.ther Upon the Develop-
ment of Certain Personality Traits," pp. 44-46. 
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orphaned "boys than non-orphaned boys, but suggested that pro-

jective measurements might probe a deeper level of personality 

than a self rating device and result in different findings. 

Two studies of adult males found some evidence of per-

sonality maladjustment lingering into adulthood as a result 

of early disturbance in the family constellation. Siegram^ 

studied male adults whose fathers had been away in the armed 

forces during early childhood and found more evidence of 

antisocial behavior in that group than in a group whose fathers • 

had not been away. Madow and. Hardy^ found more evidence of 

schizophrenia among soldiers who came from broken homes than 

is common in the general population. The broken homes were 

of all types—not just involving loss of the father. 

Upon the basis of the literature concerning the effect t-' 
* 

of early loss of the father upon boys and. girls, it can be 

anticipated, that ecme adverse effects may still be evident 

at the time of late adolescence. It seems questionable, how-

ever, as to what degree of effects will be evident at this 

stage of the life of boys and girls because of the operation 

of "adjustment over time" influences as described by Anderson.^ 

Another factor entering the total picture which may tend to 

51siegrarn, "Father Absence During Early Childhood and 
Antisocial Behavior," pp. 71-74, 

Madow and. Hardy, "Incidence and Analysis of the Broken 
Home in the Background of Neurosis/' pp. 52i~528. 

55Anderson, "The Prediction of Adjustment Over Time," 
pp. 63-68, 
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influence the degree of the adverse effects Is the changing 

American family. There seems to be agreement that the Ameri-

can family has been in a state of change since Colonial times, 

but there is disagreement as to the effects of the change 

upon the developing personality of boys and girls. For in-

stance, E i s e n b u d ^ feels that the father now has about the 

same relationship to the other members in the family as a 

boarder in the house, and that the consequences to the society 

of the changing family relationships are probably enormous. 

Ellenwood sees the father as no longer the real authority 

in the home, and sees more freedom for all members, but does 

not feel that the new family relationship is harmful, Levine-

feels that modern fathers play a much greater part in the care 

and development of young children than did their predecessors. 

Josselyn^i' feels that, sociologically, we seem to be drifting 

toward "he-women and she-men." Lerner^' sees the father as 

no longer the source of authority in the family, and that this 

change, with rare exceptions, has left no effective emotional 

C Q 
authority in the heme* Bronfenbremier-35' believes that boys 

5',+Eisenbud s "The Father of the Family," pp. 3~29„ 

55ELienwood, "A Father Looks Back," pp. 6-30. 

S^Levine, "The Father in the Home," pp. 8-32. 

57josselyn, "The Ycunsr 3ov-~.No Kingdom of His Own?," 
pp. 2-7, ' . " 

S^Lerner, "The Vanishing American Father," pp. 116-118. 

ronfenbrenner, "The Changing American Child—A Specu-
lative Analysis," pp. 73-83. 
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thrive in a patriarchal context and girls in a matriarchal one. 

He relates that the modern equalitarian family tends to produce 

the most dependent and least dependable adolescents, while the 

modern democratic family tends to produce young; people who do 

not take initiative, look to others for direction and decision, 

and cannot be counted on to fulfill obligations. Havighurst 

and Neugarten^® see the modern family as increasingly demo-

cratic and that the psychological influence of the father has 

f\ 1 

not declined. Gomberg sees the modern family as a personality 

capable of infinite variation and as presenting an environment 

which is as favorable as yesterday's family concerning personal 

fulfillment, 
ft1? 

Despert ~ in discussing the fatherless family and the 

effects on the child, relates that the most traumatic kind of 

separation ir. death. She feels that the adverse effects of 

father-loss by death will tend to be greater than by d ivorce, 

separation or other reasons. As to delinquency, Despert -

implies that the greatest proportion of delinquents come 

from "emotional divorce" homes, less from divorce, and much 
nil 

less from homes broken by death. Truxal and Merrill believe 

^Havighurst and Neugarten, Society and Education, pp, 
7-103. * ~ ' — — 

6̂ -Gornberg, "Tomorrow's Family," pp. 7-11. 

62Desperty "The Fatherless Family,"-pp. 22-28. 

^^Despert, "Children of Divorce, pp. 20-23, 119, 282. 

^Truxal and Merrill, The Family in American Culture, 
pp. 630-650o ~ " ~ * " ' 
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that the adverse effects of fath.ei---.loss on the personality of 

the child are likely to be in ascending severity when loss is 

by (1) death, (2) divorce, and O ) separation or desertion. 

They, however, make a special point of stating that little 

information exists as to the effects on the child of loss by 

death of the father. 

Definition of Terms 

Early loss of the father—loss by death, separation, 

divorce, desertion, or other reason, by age eight of the child, 

and no father substitute in the home up to the time of the 

study, 

No loss of father--natural father present in the home 

until time of the study (that is, not absent because of 

divorce or other reasons). 

Late adoleseence-.~s.ge8 17, 18, or 19. 

Injurious effects upon the personality which are still 

evident at the time of adolescence—single over-all adjustment 

score as pleasured by the Rotter Incomplete Sentences Blank, 

College Fern, and by the Bell Adjustment Inventory, Revised 

(1962) Student Form (six measures of personal and social adjust-

ment ). 

Subjects—college freshmen, ages 17. 18 or 19. 
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Limitations of the Study. 

Subjects were drawn from North Texas area colleges which 

may, or may not, "be representative of a sampling of college 

students or other age-mates on a national "basis. 

Public school drop-outs and high school graduates who do 

not attend college were not included in the sampling. 

No attempt was made to match the subjects by socio-

economic level. The subjects were of the level which 

traditionally attend the selected colleges. The Rotter 

Manual does not mention socio-economic level, which seems 

to imply that such is not a factor on the college level. 

The Bell Adjustment Inventory eliminated socio-economic 

background from an earlier version after use and statistical 

study. This action seems to imply that socio-economic condi-

tions are not pertinent to the Inventory on college level 

subjects. 

Basic Assumption 

It is assumed that personality is adversely influenced 

during childhood of both boys and girls by early loss of the 

father* The basis for the assumption is set forth in the 

works by Back, Burton and Whiting, Despert, Freud, Lynn and 

Sawrey, Martin and Stendler, Sears and others, Stolz and 

others, and Truxal and Merrill, as cited in the Survey of 

Literature of this paper. 



CHAPTER II 

METHOD OF THE STUDY 

Procedures for Collecting Data 

The Rotter Incomplete Sentences Blank, College Form, and 

the Bell Adjustment Inventory, Revised 19o2, Student Form, were 

administered to male and female college fre-shrnen in North Texas 

area colleges and universities during the spring semester of ~ 

the 1965-66 school year. Most of the students were therefore 

in the second semester of the^.r •freshman year. The area col-

leger; and universities appear to have an average degree of 

selectivity, and the majority of the students are presumably 

from the middle class of the socio-economic structure. The 

tests were administered to classes of students taking basic 

subjects in an attempt to get a sampling which would represent 

as closely as practical the freshman population of the area 

schools before spec ialization and other bias factors had set 

in. A total of 998 students were tested and this population 

may, or may not, be representative of a sampling on a national 

ba sis. 

As each class convened the students were asked to cooperate 

in a group study by completing two personality measuring devices 

and an information sheet. They were told that the results would 

be used solely for the purposes of the study and that they, or 

others, would not be informed as to the individual scores. 

4n 
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They were to read the instructions on the first test ana to 

complete it, and to follow the same procedure concerning the 

second one. Finally, they were to turn the last page face up 

and to furnish information, as applicable. The testing 

packets were then distributed with the Rotter on top, the 

Bell and its answer sheet next, and the Information Sheet last 

(face down), and testing was begun,, It was deemed advisable 

to place the Information Sheet last and face down to assist 

in preventing bias in testing. 

From the 993 students tested a total of 303 subjects, 155 

males and 148 females, were obtained for the purposes of the 

study. The subjects "were divided into groups according to 

the Information Sheet (see Appendix) completed by each S at 

the time of testing, The 695 not falling within the selected 

groupings were eliminated from the study. The assignment of 

Ss was to the following cell groups: Boys-Father Present, 

70 Ss; Boys-Father Absent-Death, 43 Ss; Boys-Father Absent-

Other, 42 Ss; and Girls-Father Present, 64 Ss; Girls-Father 

Absent-Death, 42 Ss; and Girls-Father Absent-Other, 44 Ss. 

By use of a table of random numbers, the groupings were re-

duced to the same proportion from column to column, or from 

row to row. The net subjects for study were 64 each, boys 

and girls, Father Present; 40 each, boys and girls, Father 

Absent-Death; and 42 each, boys and girls, Father•Absent-

Other. The average chronological age of the Ss was eighteen 

years and eleven and one-half months. (See Figure 1, page 
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*+2, for a depiction-of the cell groups.) ' In the sampling of 

998 students, seventeen per cent lost the father by death, 

two per cent the mother by death, and less than one per cent 

both parents by death. Approximately the same percentages 

held concerning permanent parental loss by reasons other than 

death. The remaining forty-eight per cent experienced, more 

or less temporary parental absence due to such causes as 

employment, illness, estrangement, and service in the Armed 

Forces. 

The structure of the statistical design followed 

Lindqul stf s"*" method for the analysis of variance and the test-

ing of the simple effects. A two by three factorial design 

was employed. Figure 1 depicts the schema of the statistical 

design for the analysis of variance. 

Father Status 

Father Father Absent-
Present Death 

''ather Absent-
Other 

Fath 
Ma 

er Status 
in Effect 

Psv 

N 128 N = 80 N — 84 

Total N = 292 

Fig. 1—Scheaa of analysis of variance, 

Sex Main 
Effect 

Boys N = 64 N = 40 N = 42 N = 146 

Girl s N = 6 4 N = 40 N = 42 N = 146 

1e. F. Llndquist, Design and Analysis of Experiments in 
ibologv and EducatioTPfCarribrldge",' 19537,~ppT~207~"2l6~."~ 
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In Figure 1 It may 'be observed that the two main classifi-

cations and their- respective sub-classifications are Sex--boys> 

girls; and Father Status--father present, father absent-death, 

and father absent-other. 

Description of the Criterion Measures 

The Rotter Incomplete Sentences Blank, College Form, was 

used as one measuring device. This instrument is a semistruc-

tured projective device which yields a single over-all adjust-

ment score for each subject, and It may be administered 

individually or to groups. Each subject is asked to complete 

forty sentences for which the first word or words are supplied. 

As in other projective devices, it is assumed that the subject 

reflects his own wishes, desires, fears, and attitudes in the 

sentences he cakes. A sample of the items for sentence comple-

tion is 1 isted belo>;: 

1. 1 like . . . 

5. I regret . . . 

7. Boys . . . 

11. A mother . . . 

20. I suffer . . . 

30. I hate . . . 

34. I v;ish . . . 

35. My father . . 

36. I secretly . . 

40. Most girls . . 
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Historically, the incomplete sentences method is related 

roost closely to the word association test; the major difference 

appears to be in the length of the stimulus. In the sentence 

completion tests, tendencies to block and to twist the meaning 

of the stimulus words appear and the responses may be cate-

gorized in a somewhat similar fashion to the word association 

method. There is no attempt to measure speed of reaction and 

there is no real pressure for immediate association. The 

method of analysis is frequently more similar to that of the 

Thematic Apperception Test than that of the word association 

method. Theoretically, scores can range from zero to 240; 

practically, they range from around seventy to 200 with scores 

of 110 to 150 being most common. High scores indicate poor 

adjustments and low scores, good adjustment. A cutting 

score can be established for separation of adjusted and mal-

adjusted subjectss although the cutting score could not be 

considered a magic figure which miraculously separates the 

truly adjusted from the truly maladjusted. 

The Rotter Manual reports a corrected split-half 

reliability of .84 based on male- college students, and .83 

based on female students. Inter-scorer reliability for two 

scorers trained by the authors was .91 for male and .96 for 

female. 

As to validity, female students in mental hygiene were 

compared with those not under treatment, and despite some 

overlap, a cutting score of 135 on the Hotter correctly 
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identified 78 per cent of the ad justed cases and 59 per cent 

of the maladjusted. The biserial correlation coefficient 

between the classification of adjusted and maladjusted and 

Rotter scores for females was .50. The data for males showed 

that a cutting score of 1*55 correctly identified 89 per cent 

of the adjusted and 52 per cent of the maladjusted, the 
p 

biserial coefficient was .62. Churchill and Grandall found 

test-retest reliability on college students as .52 for one 

year and .40 for three years. 

The Bell Adjustment Inventory, Revised (1962), Student 

Form, was used as a second measuring device. This instrument 

is a self-report of the individual's life adjustments as they 

have been experienced by him. It may be administered individ-

ually or to groups, and there is no time limit. It provides 

six measures of personal and social adjustment: 

a. Home Adjustment 

b. Health Adjustment 

c. Submissiveness—Self-Assertion 

d. Emotionality 

e. Host ility-~Friendliness 

f. Masculinity-Femininity 

There are 200 quest ions, and the subject is to respond 

to each question with "yes," "no," or Each of the 200 

items has the letter a, b, c, <3, e, or f printed immediately 

in front of the question to indicate the category in which 

it is included; a, indicating Home Ad justrnent; b, Health 

Adjustment arid so on. Representative questions are: 
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8 a Did you ever have a strong desire to run away 

from home? 

14k Are you subject to hay fever or asthma? 

21° Did you ever take the lead to enliven a dull 

party? 

28*3 Do you often feel lonesome, even when you are 

with people? 

34'e Have you ever felt that someone waa trying to 

do you harm? 

35^ Would you like to "be a private secretary? 

The answer sheets may be scored on the IBM test scoring 

machine or by hand using the same stencils employed for machine 

scoring. High scores indicate unsatisfactory adjustment and 

low scores excellent adjustment, with the exception of one 

reverse situation—the Masculinity-Femininity score for men. 

Profiles may be plotted., if desired} on a sheet which reflects 

descriptive norms on the reverse side. 

The Bell Manual reports coefficients of reliability for 

each of six sections of the Inventory as above .80, ranging 

from .80 to .89. Coefficients of validity, matching Submis-

siveness with Alport A,/S, etc., range from .73 to .93. Although 

other research investigators have reported various findings 

concerning the Inventory, the consensus of opinion appears to 

be favorable as to the usefulness of the instrument. For 

i . n g instance, Vance-^ sees the revised Inventory as pro via i: 

-'Forrest L. Vance, "Review of Revised Student Form," The 
Sixth Mental Measurements Yearbook, Oscar Krisen Buros, EdXtor 
(Highland Park, r96 5 )7~PP.""147^159. 
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"a total face lifting for this venerable member of the first 

generation of objectively scored personality questionnaires," 

Further, that the manual gives interpretive guidelines, which 

are in happy contrast to the perfunctory materials provided 

with many devices. Vance feels that the revision is supported 

by sufficient validity data to justify trial use as a screen-

ing device. Siegel^ seems to feel that the revised version 

is not necessarily an impfroveroent over the older edition. He 

says that "on the whole, the revision of this inventory is 

not likely either to encourage or discourage more widespread 

use of the instrument," 

^Laurence Siegel, "Test Reviews," Journal of Counseling 
nolorv, II, No. 1 (Spring, 1964), 9^991 ™ 



CHAPTER III 

RESULTS OF THE STUDY 

The results of this study follow in th® same order as 

the listing of the hypotheses in the second chapter. The 

.05 level of probability was selected as the significant 

level for the acceptance or rejection of all theoretical 

and statistical hypotheses. The analysis of variance pro-

cedure was applied to determine if there was significant 

interaction concerning each of the seven variables. The 

variables were as follows: over-all adjustment, home ad-

justment , health adjustment, subrnls siveness--self-assert ion} 

emotionality, hostility-friendliness, and masculinity-

femininity. If there was significant interaction among the 

cell means of the groups, the main sex effects and the main 

father effects were ignored, and the simple effects (boys 

by father status, and girls by father status) were tested 

by obtaining the means, standard deviations, mean differ-

ences, and t values. In essence, this was testing the 

statistical (null) hypotheses that Mean I = Mean II, Mean I : 

Mean III, and Mean II - Mean III for each sex separately 

for the three groups as follows: (K~I) Father Present, 

(M-II) Father Absent Death, and (M-III) Father Absent Other, 

If there was no significant interaction, the main sex effect 
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and the main father effects vere tested, If any significant 

difference was suspected among the main sex means, or the 

main father means, a t test of the significance of the 

difference betvreen the means was made. 

Over-all Adjustment 

In Table I it may "be observed that the analysis of 

variances Sex by Father, yielded an P ratio of 3.319 which 

was significant at less then the .05 level "of confidence, 

Since there was significant interaction among•the variances 

in the cells, the main sex effect and the main father effects 

were ignored, and the simple effects were' tested. 

TABLE I 

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE, SEX X FATHER STATUSt ROTTER 
INCOMPLETE SENTENCES BLANK 

rjssasssssr 
Source Sun; of 

Squares df 
Mean 

Squares 

Father (F) 26885.000 2 13442.500 

Sex (S) 72.800 1 72 e 800 

Sex X Father (SF) 1567.200 2 783.-600 

Within Cells (vr) 67528,000 _286 236,112 

Total 95053.000 ' 2 91 

* Sign, if leant at . 05 level of probability, 
gnifleant at ,001 level of probability. 

F ratio 

56 . 509#**1 

<1.00 

3.319* 

Table II reflects the means, standard deviations, mean 

differences, and t values concerning the simple effects, Sex 

by Father. 



50 

From an inspection of Table II it was readily apparent 

that all means were significantly different except for the 

Father Absent-Death group of girls and the Father Absent-

Other group of girls. High scores indicate good adjustment 

and low scores indicate poor adjustment. It was predicted 

(major Hypotheses la) that boys orphaned by the death of 

the father tend to have less satisfactory over-all adjust-

ment than non-orphaned boys, and that boys father-orphaned 

TABLE II 

MEANS, STANDARD DEVIATIONS, MEAN DIFFERENCES, AND 
t VALUES, FATHER PRESENT, FATHER ABSENT-DEATH, 

AND FATHER ABSENT-OTHER, SIMPLE; EFFECTS, 
SEX BY FATHER, ROTTER INCOMPLETE 

SENTENCES BLANK 

Boys 
Girln 

Boys 
Girls 

Boys 
Girls 

, <M-I) 
Father Present 
N 

Br 
Mean 
117.750" 
111.891 

SD 
1*5'. 549 
14.845 

(M~ I) 
Father Present 
N] Mean _ 
oTflT7T750 
n4 | If 11„891 

SD 
TF3~49 
14.845 

(M~II) Father 
Ab 8 ent>-Deat h 
N 

40 

Mean 1 SD 
iWTobd'9S3" 
132.17511^.505 

-"••-Significant at 
Significant at 

'(jTiiT""Father™" 
Absent-Death 

. YflIiiT™T3JTT 
To* 127 rooo1l2 .*96 y 
40 132.175114.505 

(M~IIIj Father 
Absent-0 
N 

~W 
42 

Mean 
13'6T667' 
137.190 

(M-III) 
Absent* 
N 

T2 
42 
Toi 

:,hej 
"" JSD 
16.9^5 
14.391 

Father 
Other 

SD~" 
I679745. 
14.391 

Mean 
135 .£m5'7 |T6T97+^ + 9.667 
137*190114.3911 + 5.015 
level of probability. 

M diff. 

9,250 
°S4 + 20. c.' 

+18.917 
^25.299 

t values 

~2,937«* 
-6.549^v* 

"6.199*** 
-8.291*** 

-2.847** 
-1.477 

.001 level of probability, 

by other reasons tend to he more adversely affected than 

those orphaned by death of the father. The data support 

the prediction. 
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The same predict Ion (major Hypothesis lb) was made 

concerning the over-all adjustment of girls. The data 

support the prediction concerning girls orphaned by death 

of the father, but do not support the prediction regard-

ing girls father-orphaned by other reasons. 

Figure 2 depicts the over-all adjustment as reflected 

by Table II. It may be observed that the boys appeared to 

240 -

i 
142 -

138 -

a 134 
<D 
J 
™ 130 

u 
<s 
rH 
H 

I 
CD > 
O 

126 

122 -

118 

114 -

110 

0 
Father present Father absent-

death 
Father absent-
other 

Fig. 2—Sex by father status, over-all adjustment 
cont irmuffi. 
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be progressively influenced In about equal degrees when 

father-loss was by death ana father-loss was by other reasons. 

The girls, however, seemed to be slightly more affected by 

loss of the father by death with only a slight change when 

the loss resulted from other reasons. 

Horre Ad justrnent 

Home adjustment and the next five measures of personal 

and social adjustment Involve the scores a& obtained by the . 

Bell Adjustment Inventory. It is again pointed out that high 

scores indicate unsatisfactory adjustment and low scores in-

dicate excellent adjustment, with the exception of one reverse 

situation--the Masculinity-Pew3 n in i t y score for males. 

In Table III it may be observed that the analysis of 

variance concerning horne adjustment indicates that inter-

action was not significant regarding the simple effects ,• 

TABLE III 

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE, SEX X FATHER STATUS, 
BELL ADJUSTMENT INVENTORY 

Source Sum of 
Sauares 

Father (F) 590.874 

Sex (S) 9.619 

Sex X Father (SF) 178.080 

Within Cells (w) 10846.068 

Total 11624.641 

df 

2 

1 
rs 

£ 

28 6_ 

2 SI 

Mean 
Squares 

295.437 

9.619 

89.040 

37,923 

F ratio 

7.790*** 

<1.00 

2.348 

***Signifleant at ,001 level of probability, 
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Sex by Father, and that the F ratio does reflect signi-

ficance at the .001 level concerning the main Father effects, 

Table IV reflects -the means, standard deviations, mean 

differences, and t values concerning the main Father effects, 

TABLE IV 

MEANS, STANDARD DEVIATIONS, MEAN DIFFERENCES, AND 
t VALUES, MAIN FATHER EFFECTS, BELL 

ADJUSTMENT INVENTORY 

Boys & 
Girls 

Boys & 
Girls 

(M-1) 
Father Present 

N Mean 

1^131 
' (m„I) 

SD 

5*692 128 

Father Present 
_N 

128 

Mean SD 

5.692 7,734 

Absent-Death 

Boys & 
Girls 

N 

80 

Mean 

>.487 

SD 

c BOQ 
6 yj y 

(M~II) Father 
Absent-Death 

_N 

80 

Mean SD 

5.80 3 £.487. 
(M-III)"* Father 
A'bse nt~Other 

Mean ...21 

84 

__SD 

7.060 u a i 9 

(l^"lIlTlrather 
Ab s en t- 01 lie r 
N 

84 

Mean 

11.119 

SD 

7.060 

M a iff. 

+1.753 

+3.38-5 

t values 

-1.991 

+1.632 

•3.901* 

-1.690 
^"Significant at ,001 level of probability, 

Frora an examination of Table IV it is apparent that 

combining the sexes for an investigation of the main Father 

effects revealed only one t value which was significant • 

(.001 level), The data reflected that the boys and girls 

who had lost the father by reasons other than death had less 

satisfactory home adjustment than the boys and girls who had 

not lost the father. 
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It was predicted (secondary Hypothesis la) that the 

home adjustment of boys orphaned by death of the father tends 

to be less satisfactory than that of non-orphaned boys, and 

that boys father-orphaned by other reasons tend to be more 

adversely affected, than those orphaned by death of the 

father. The hypothesis was not tenable. 

The same prediction (secondary Hypothesis lb) was made 

concerning the home adjustment of the girls0 Again the 

data showed that the hypothesis was not tenable. 

Health Adjustment 

In Table V it may be observed that the analysis of 

variance concerning health adjustment indicates that inter-

action was not significant regarding the simple effects, Sex 

by Father, and that the F ratio does reflect significance 

at the .05 level concerning the main Sex effect. 

TABLE V 

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE, SEX X FATHER STATUS, 
BELL ADJUSTMENT INVENTORY 

Source Sum of 
Squares 

df Mean 
. Squares 

Father (F) 11.301 2 5.650 

Sex (S) " 92.109 1 92/109 

Sex X Father (SF) 34.980 2 17.490 

V/1thin (w) 5869»350 _286 20s 522 

Total 6007.740 291 

F ratio 

<1.00 

4.488* 

< 1.00 

•*Sign if leant at .05 level of probability. 
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As interaction was not significant concerning the 

simple effects, Sex by Father, regarding health adjustment, 

the main Sex effect was tested. Table VI reflects the 

means, standard deviations, mean difference, and t value 

regarding the main Sex effect. 

TABLE VI 

MEANS, STANDARD DEVIATIONS, MEAN DIFFERENCE, AND 
t VALUE, COMBINED GROUPS, MAIN SEX. EFFECT, 

BELL ADJUSTMENT INVENTORY * 

M-I Boys 
Combined Groups 

N 
146" 

Mean 

Y.76o" 
SD 

4.100 

M-II Girls 
Combined Groups 

N 
146 

Mean • 

8.883 

SI) 

4 , 8 6 s 

M diff. 

+1.123 

t value 

.2.125* 
^•Significant at .05 level of probability. 

It may be observed from Table VI that the main Sex 

effect was significant at the .05 level. The boys combined 

as one group, without regard to father status, reflected 

better health adjustment than the girls when combined into 

a similar group. In essence, loss of the father did not 

appear to be an influencing factor in relationship to the 

health, adjustment of either the boys or the girls, but the 

sex factor was operative at the significant level. 

It was predicted (secondary Hypothesis 2a) that the 

health adjustment of boys father-orphaned by any reason will 

not tend to be significantly different from that of nan-orphaned 
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"boys. The data support the hypothesis. It thus appeared 

that the absence of the father had no significant bearing 

upon the health adjustment of the boys. 

The same prediction {secondary Hypothesis 2b) was made 

concerning the health adjustment of the girls.' The data 

support the hypothesis. It seemed that the absence of the 

father was not a significant factor in relationship to the 

health adjustment of the girlst 

Submi s s iv ene s s— Sel f--As r.ert ion 

As shown in Table VII, interaction was significant at 

the .05 level concerning the simple effects, Sex by Father. 

Since there was significant interaction among the variances 

in the cells, the simple effects were tested, 

TABLE VII 

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE, SEX. X FATHER STATUS, 
BELL ADJUSTMENT INVENTORY 

Source Sura of 
Squares 

df Mean 
Squares 

F ratio 

Father (F) 87.500 2 43.750 < 1.00 

Sex (S) 64.277 1 64.277 1.074 

Sex X Father (SF) 426.289 2 213.144 3.561*-

Within (w) 17118.602 286 59.855 

Total 17696.668 291 

^•Significant at .05 level of probability. 
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Table VIII reflects the means, standard deviations, 

mean differences, and t values concerning the simple effects, 

Sex "by Father, regarding the subrnissiveness-self-assertion 

continuum. 

TABLE VIII 

MEANS, STANDARD DEVIATIONS, KEAN DIFFERENCES, AND 
t VALUES, FATHER PRESENT, FATHER ABSENT-DEATH, 

AND FATHER ABSENT-OTHER, SIMPLE EFFECTS, 
SEX BY FATHER, BELL ADJUSTMENT 

INVENTORY 

(M-I) (M-II) Father M diff. t values 
Father Present, Ab s ent-Death 

N Mean 3D N Mean 3D 
Boys 64 13.828"' 7.543 "40" 10.500 7.902 -3.328 2.134^ 
Girls 64 12.031; 40 J,I.i600_ J L ^ l +1.569 -1.006 

(M-l) (M-III) Father 
F; ather Present Vo sent-Other 

Ji Mean 3D N Mean SD 
Boys 64 13.828 7.543 "42* "117976"'' 8.311 -1.852 1.205 
Girls.. 54 7.750 42 15.024 7.143 +2.993 -1.948 

yI--'.Tl7 Fa ,ther (M-III) Father 
Absent-Death Ab s ent - 0 ther 

~N Mean SD Jt Mean SD 

Boys 40 ' 7.902" "1IT976" " sT. 311 4-1.476 « . 864 
Girls 40 13.600 7.231 42 15.024 7.143 4*1 • 424 - .833 

^Significant it .05 level of probability. 

In Table VIII it may be observed that only one t value 

is shown as significant. The boys orphaned by death of the 

father were significantly more submissive than the boys who 

had not been father-orphaned. As to the girls, there 

appeared to be no relationship between father-loss and the 

submissiveness self-assertion continuun. 
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4 Figure 3 depicts the submissiveness-self-assertion 

continuum as reflected "by Table VIII. 
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Fig. 3 — Sex by father status, submissiveness - - s e 1 f -
ass er ti on c ontinuum«, 

It */ras predicted (secondary Hypothesis 3a) that the 

subraissiveness of boys orphaned by death of the father tends 

to be more pronounced than that of non™orphaned boys, and 

that boys father-orphaned by other reasons will not tend to 

be significantly different from those orphaned by death of 

the father. The data support the hypothesis. 

In the submissiveness-self-assertion continuum it vras 

predicted (secondary Hypothesis 3b) that girls father— 

orphaned by any reason would not be significantly different 
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from non-orphaned girls. The data (Table VIII) support the 

hypothesis.' Loss of the father appeared to have no signi-

ficant bearing upon the adjustment of girls concerning the 

submi s si veness--self-assertion continuum. 

Emotionality 

In Table IX it may be observed that the analysis of 

variance yielded an P ratio of 5.164 regarding Sex by 

Father which was significant at the .01 level. Since there 

TABLE IX. 

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE, SEX X FATHER STATUS, 
BELL ADJUST INVENTORY 

Source Sura of 
Squares 

df Kean 
Squares 

F ratio 

Father (F) 61.708 2 30.854 <1.00 

Sex (S) 1346.332 1 1346.332 27.029**'* 

Sex X Father (SP) 514.63? 2 257.343 5.164*-"-

V/ithin (v;) 14245.996 286 49.811 

Total 16168.723 291 

o - * -tv w W W © w V V '-•J. yx K.' u u J. JL X UJ • 

"^Significant at .00], level of* probability. 

was significant interaction among the variances in the cells, 

the main sex effect and the main father effects were ig-

nored, and the simple effects were tested. 

Table X reflects the means, standard deviations, mean 

differences, and t-values concerning the simple effects, Sex 

by Father. 
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TABLE X 

MEANS, STANDARD DEVIATIONS, MEAN DIFFERENCES, AMD 
t VALUES, FATHER PRESENT, FATHER ABSENT-DEATH, 

AND FATHER ABSENT-OTH:^, SIMPLE EFFECTS, 
SEX BY FATHER, BELL, ADJUSTMENT 

INVENTORY 

(K-I) (K-II) Father M diff. t, values 
Father Present Ab s ent-01her 

N Mean SD N Mean SD 
2.618*"* 
-1.918 

Boys 
Girls ft 

12.000 
13.922 

6.408 
7.404 

40 
40 am "5.924 7.268 

-3.725 
>2.728 

2.618*"* 
-1.918 

(K-I) (K-I 11) Fi ather 
Father Present Ab s en t '• 01 he r 

N Mean SD N Mean SD 

Boys 
Girls 

64 
64 

"12T000" 
13.922 

~~6,408™ 
7.404 

T2~ 
42 

117667™ 
15»690 

"7.514 
7.272 

- .333 
+1.768 

.238 
-1.262 

(i 4-1I) Father "Ti 4-III) ̂  Father 
Absent-Death I 

4 Absent- Other 

Boys 
Girls 

N 
To 
40 

Mean 
" " 0 7 5 
16.650 

SD 
-5.924™ 
7.268 

_ 

42 
Mean 
11.667 
15.690 

SD 
7/514 
7.272 

+3.392 -2.175* 
.615 ' 

^Significant at 
-^Sisnifi cant at 

.05 level of probability. 

.01 level of probability. 

From an examination of Table X it is apparent that only 

two t values indicate significance The boys who lost the 

father by death had significantly better emotional adjust-

ment (at .01 level) than the boys who had not experienced 

such a loss. The boys who had lost the father by reasons 

other than death "were less well adjusted emotionally (signi-

ficant at the .05 level) than the group who experienced loss 

of father by death. There was no significant difference 

between the boys with a father and those who lost the father 

by reasons other than death. 
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Concerning the girls, there was no significant differ-

ence between any two of the groups. The girls who lost the 

father by death exhibited a trend (approaching significance) 

toward less satisfactory emotional adjustment when compared 

with the girls who had not lost the father. 

Figure A depicts the emotional adjustment as reflected 

by Table X. 
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It was predicted (secondary Hypothesis 4a) that the 

emotionality of boys orphaned by death of the father tends 

to be less satisfactory than that of non-orphaned boys, and 

that boys father-orphaned by other reasons tend to be more 

adversely affected than those orphaned by death of the 

father. The data did not support the hypothesis. The 

father absent-death group was significantly different from 

the father present group, but in the opposite direction from 

that predicted. In essence, of the three groups of boys, 

the group orphaned - by death of the father had a mean score 

which placed them in the "good" adjustment level, and the 

other two groups had means which placed them in the "average" 

adjustment level, according to the descriptive norms pub-

lished by Bell. 

The same prediction (secondary Hypothesis 4b) was made 

regarding the girls. The data lent some support (approached 

significance) to the prediction that the emotional control 

of girls orphaned by death of the father tends to be less 

satisfactory than that of non-orphaned girls. But, the 

data did not support the prediction that girls father-

orphaned by other reasons tend to be more adversely affected 

than those orphaned by death of the father. 

Hostility-Friendliness 

In Table XI it may be observed that the analysis of 

variance concerning the hostility-friendliness continuum 
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yielded F ratios which were not significant. There was no 

significant interaction regarding the simple effects, Sex 

by Father, and the main effects are not shown as significant. 

It therefore appeared that the Ss were homogeneous as to 

hostility-friendliness. In essence, the presence or ab-

sence of the father seemed to have no significant bearing 

upon this element of personality. 

TABLE XI 

ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE, SEX X FATHER STATUS, 
BELL ADJUSTMENT INVENTORY 

Source Sum of 
Squares 

df. Mean 
Squares 

F ratio 

Father (F) 20*098 2 10.049 < 1.00 

Sex (S) 44 * 50? 1 44.507 1.527 

Sex X Father (SP) 84.095 2 42.047 1.442 ' 

V'ithin (w) 8334.520 286 29.142 

Total 8483.220 291 

In the hostility-friendliness continuum, it was pre-

dicted (secondary Hypothesis 5a) that boys father-orphaned 

by any reason will not tend to be significantly different 

from non-orphaned boys. The data support the hypothesis. 

This continuum may be more influenced by relationships with 

peers than by the relationships with parents. 

In hostility-friendliness, it was predicted (secondary 

Hypothesis 5b) that girls orphaned by death of the father 
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will not tend to "be significantly different from non-orphaned 

girls, while girls father-orphaned. by other reasons will tend 

to "be more hostile than non-orphaned girls. The data support 

the prediction of no difference between girls orphaned by 

death of the father, but failed to support the prediction 

that girls orphaned by other reasons will tend to be more 

hostile than non-orphaned girls. It appeared that loss of 

the father had no significant bearing upon the hostility-

friendliness of the girls. Again, this continuum may be in-

fluenced more by peer relationships than by parental ones. 

Kasculinity-Femininity 

As shown in Table XII, the analysis of variance regard-

ing masculinity-femininity reflects interaction which is sig-

nificant at the .05 level as to the simple effects, Sex.by 

Father. Since there was significant interaction among the 

variances in the cells, the main sex effect and the main fa-

ther effects were ignored and the simple effects were tested. 

TABLE XII ' 

ANALYSIS OP VARIANCE, SEX X FATHER STATUS, 
BELL ADJUSTMENT INVENTORY 

Source Sum of 
Squares 

df Mean 
Squares 

F ratio 

Father (F) 4.256 2 2.128 <1.00 

Sex (3) 7340.054 1 7340.054 516.452 

Sex X Father (SF) 124.139 2 62.069 4.371* 

'iithin (w) 4061.223 286 14.200 

Total 11529.672 291 
#31 i fi p.flrif. . n>a n — -

* ~i * « 
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Table XIII reflects the means, standard deviations, 

mean differences, and t values concerning the simple effects, 

Sex by Father, regarding the masculinity-femininity con-

tinuum. 

In Table XIII it may be_ observed that only one t value 

is significant. The girls who lost the father by reasons 

other than death were less feminine than the girls with de-

ceased fathers. Loss of the father appeared to make no 

material difference to the boys. 

TABLE XIII 

MEANS, STANDARD DEVIATIONS, MEAN DIFFERENCES, AND 
t VALUES, FATHER PRESENT, FATHER ABSENT-DEATH, 

AND FATHER ABSENT-OTHER, SIMPLE EFFECTS, 
SEX BY FATHER, BELL ADJUSTMENT 

INVENTORY 

'(M-I) (M-II) Father M diff. t values 
Father Present Absent-Death 
N Mean SD N Mean SD 

Boys 64 19.672 3.487 40 20.625 3.985 + .953 -1.255 
Girls 64 10.031 40 8.575 2.818 -1.456 1.917 

(M-I I a l-III; Father 
Father Present Ab s ent-Other 
N Mean 3D N Mean SD 

Boys 64 19«o72 3.487 42 19.233 4.185 - .434 .580 
Girls 64 10.031 3.522 42 10.548 4..36$ + .517 - .690 

(M-II) Father (M-III) Father 
Absent—D eath Absent-Other 

N Mean SD N Mean SD 
Boys 40 20.625 3.985 42 19.238 4.185 -1.387 1.666 
Girls 40 8„575 2.818 42 10.548 4.365 +1.973 -2,3 69*-

'Significant at .05 level of probability. 

In the masculinity-femininity continuum, it was pre-

dicted (secondary Hypothesis 6a) that the masculinity of 
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boys father-orphaned- by any reason would not tend to be 

different from that of non-orphaned hoys. The data support 

the hypothesis. 

Concerning the girls, it was predicted (secondary 

Hypothesis 6b) that the femininity of girls orphaned by 

death of the father tends to be less pronounced than in 

non-orphaned girls. Further, that girls father-orphaned 

by other reasons would not be significantly different from 

girls orphaned by death of the father. The data did not 

support the hypothesis. There was, in fact, a trend 

(approaching significance) in the opposite direction from 

that predicted concerning girls orphaned by death of the 

father. These girls were more "feminine" than non-orphaned 

girls. 

Figure 5 depicts the masculinity-femininity continuum 

as reflected by Table XIII. It should be noted that in 

this continuum, high scores indicate good adjustment for 

boys and low scores indicate good adjustment for girls. 
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CHAPTER IV 

DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS 

The purpose of this study was to determine if the early 

loss of the father is related to injurious effects upon the 

personality development of boys and girls which are still evi-

dent in late adolescence, the crucial time in life when 

educational, vocational and other important decisions are 

being made. It was assumed that personality is adversely 

influenced during childhood of both boys and girls by the 

early loss of the father. The Ss were college freshmen, ageŝ  

17, 18 and 19. 

The discussion of the results of the study will be 

organized around the tests of the two major hypotheses con-

cerning over-all adjustment, and the twelve secondary 

hypotheses which provide the basis for the investigation of 

the differential effects'of the loss of the father on the 

adjustment of the adolescent. The fourteen working hypothe-

ses were concerned with seven experimental variables as 

follows: over-all adjustment, home adjustment, health adjust-

ment, submissiveness--self-assert ion, emotionality, hostility-

friendliness, and masculinity-femininity. 

Over-all Adjustment 

The findings of the study regarding over-all adjustment 

revealed that the group of male Ss who experienced loss of the 



6S 

father by death were significantly (.01 level) less well 

adjusted than the group of boys who had not lost the father; 

further, that the group of boys who lost the father by divorce, 

separation, desertion or other reasons were significantly (.05 

level) less well adjusted than the boys who lost the father 

by death. These findings support the hypothesis concerning 

the boys which predicted the ascending severity of the effects 

of father-loss when it occurred by death and when it occurred 

by other reasons. 

The same prediction was made regarding the girls. It was 

found, however, that the girls did not follow the specific 

pattern as set by the boys. Essentially, the girls did appear 

to be adversely influenced by father-loss but it seemed to 

make little difference to them how the loss occurred. Figure 

2 depicts these findings. 

Levine feels that the father's role in the personality 

development is very important to boys and girls, and that it 

is more detrimental to boys than to girls to lose the father. 

O 

Wynn seerns to be in agreement with Levine. Truxal and 

Merrill^ make no distinction as to any differential effects 

between boys and girls regarding father-loss, and they feel 

that the adverse effects are in ascending severity when the 

^Levine, "The Father in the Home," pp. 8-32. 

^Wynn, Fatherless Families, pp. 13-15. 

^Truxal and Merrill, The Family _ln American Culture, 
pp. 630-650. 
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loss is by (1) death, (2) divorce, and (3) separation or 

desertion. Despert seems to be in agreement with Truxal and 

Merrill except that father-loss by death is believed to be 

more traumatic to the child than loss by divorce, separation, 

or other reasons. The findings of the current study seem to 

be rather close to the theories as held by Truxal and Merrill. 

Home Adjustment 

The findings of the study revealed no significant dif-

ferences between any two groups of the boys or any two groups 

of the girls. The hypothesis predicted adverse effects in 

ascending severity for boys when (1) father-loss occurred by 

death and when (2) the loss resulted from other reasons. The 

same prediction was made concerning the girls. Neither 

hypothesis was tenable. The main Father effects, however, 

did reflect significance. Combining the sexes revealed that 

the group of boys and girls who lost the father by reasons 

other than death had less satisfactory home adjustment 

(significant at .001 level) than the group of boys arid girls 

who had not lost the father. No other significant differences 

developed. It is believed that several factors may have ,con-

tributed to the adverse effects experienced by the group" of 

boys and girls who lost the father by reasons other than 

death. The attitude of the mother toward the live but absent 

father could be the most significant factor. Despert^ believes 

''•Despert, "The Fatherless Family," p. 26. 
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that In such a situation, the mother Is frustrated and disap-

pointed in her marriage, and that sha is therefore hampered 

in her ability to help the child in a very painful situation. 

Health Adjustment 

Loss of the father did not appear to "be an influence in 

relationship to the health adjustment of either the "boys or 

the girls, and the finding was in line with the hypotheses. 

The main Sex effect, however, was found to be significant at 

the .05 level. The related literature is silent concerning 

health adjustment as related to father-loss, and it is also 

silent regarding a comparison of the sexes relative to health 

matters. It can only be surmised that these adolescent girls 

saw themselves as experiencing some health difficulties due 

to such factors as menstrual disturbances. Further, it is 

also possible that the boys were less prone than the girls to 

admit to health problems, seeing such an admission as a threat 

to their masculine role, 

Submissiveness--Self-Assert ion 

In the submissiveness--self-assertion continuum it was 

found that the boys who lost the father by death were more 

submissive (significant at .05 level) than the boys who had 

not lost the father. There was no significant difference 

between the two groups of father-absent boys. The findings 

were in line with the prediction. Allport^ believes that the 

^Allport, The Nature of Prejudice, p. 339. 
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father plays a part in inducing compulsive masculinity in the 

son, and that the father "is a carrier of the competitive 

culture with its frontier tradition." This seems to imply 

that father-absence brings about submissiveness in the person-

's 

ality make-up of boys. Sears" and others found that father-

absent boys were less frequently aggressive than father-

present boys. This also seems to imply that father-absence 

is related to submissiveness in boys. 

Loss of the father appeared to have no significant bear-

ing upon the adjustment of the girls regarding the submissive-

ness- self-assert ion continuum. The finding was in line with 

the hypothesis. As the related literature is silent concern-

ing girls and this continuum, it can only be surmised that 

peers and the mother are more influential, than the father in 

the submissiveness~~r>elf~assertion development of girls. 

Emotionality 

Regarding emotionality of the .male Ss, adverse effects 

in ascending severity were predicted (l) when father-loss 

occurred by death and (2) when it occurred by other reasons. 

The data did not support the prediction. Of the three groups 

of boys, the group orphaned by death of the father reflected 

better emotional control (at significant levels) than either 

of the other two groups (which were approx3mately equal 

^Sears and others, "Effect of Father .Separation on Pre-
school Children's Doll Play Aggression," pp. 219-243. 
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in emotional adjustment). These findings- appeal' to be in con-

flict with Levine's^ "belief that the father plays a vital role 

in the emotional development of the boy. There appears to be 
O 

conflict with the Payne and Mussen study of boys which found 

that high father identification was related to good emotional 

adjustment, It can only be surmised that the boys in the 

present study, who lost the father by death, may have had 

experiences and have assumed responsibilities which brought 

about emotional adjustment comparable to that of men. 

Losing the father appeared to have no significant rela-

tionship to the emotional adjustment of the girls. Adverse 

effects in ascending severity had been predicted (1) when 

father-loss occurred by death and (2) when it occurred by 

other reasons, Perhaps the findings of the present study may-

be explained by the possibility that the mother, rather than 

the fatherj influences the emotional development of the girl. 

This supposition seems to be supported by Stola^ who feels 

that "it is the mother who can develop emotional strength or 

weakness in her baby." 

Host ility-Friendlinesa 

In the hostility-friendliness continuum, no difference 

was'found between any two groups of the boys, and findings 

Thevine, "The Father in the Home," pp. 8-32. 

®Payne and Mussen, "Parent-Child Relations and Father 
Identification Among Adolescent Boys," pp. 358-362. 

'Stolz, "The Effect of .Mobilization and War on Children," 
pp. 143-145. 
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were in agreement with the hypothesis. The presence or 

absence of the father seemed to have no significant bearing 

upon hostility-friendliness ad just merit of the boys. The find-

ings appear to be in agreement with a study by Barker and 

Adams^® which points to the schools in the United States as 

one of the most important social systems in the life of the 

adolescent. In spite of unfavorable family constellations, 

many adolescents are able to make adequate ̂ adjustment s through-

their associations with peers, teachers, and others in the 

school environment. The findings of the current study appear 

to be in conflict with a study by Stolz*^ which found the war-

separated child to have a greater amount of hostility than the 

non-separated children. The father-absence, due to war, seemed 

to have a more pronounced effect on girls than boys. The Stol'z 

study involved young children. Perhaps the boys in the present 

study were able to overcome any early difficulties by the. time 

of late adolescence. Such a possibility is in line with the 

1 O 

study by Anderson"*'- which found that "earlier difficulties tend 

to get straightened out" as the person grows. 

Concerning the girl Ss, it wag predicted that the group 

which lost the father by reasons other than death would be more 

hos-tile than the other two groups. The prediction was based on 

•^Barker and Adams, "Comparison of the Delinquencies of 
Boys and Girls," pp. 470-475, 

•^St-olz, Father Relations of War-Born Children, pp. 181-
207. 

1 O 
"Anderson, "The Prediction of Adju^t^ent Over Time," 

pp. 63-68. 
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the possibility that the disturbed family constellation before 

and after the home was broken would tend to create hostility 

in the girls toward their home situation and their total 

environment. The data did not support the prediction. Father-

absence did not appear to have any bearing on the hostility-

friendliness adjustment of the girls. The findings seem to 

be explainable in the same manner as that of the boys above. 

Masculinity-Femininity 

In the masculinity-femininity continuum, it was predicted 

that the masculinity of boys father-orphaned by any reason would 

not tend to be different from that of non-orphaned boys. The 

data support the hypothesis. The finding appears to be in 

line with the theory as expressed by Josselyn, which indicates, 

that parental and social influences cause sexual differentia-

tion to become sharp, but more likely "there is a biological 

difference between boys and girls which presses for expression." 

Josselyn seems to be saying that boys assume their masculine 

role and girls their feminine role because of biological 

influences rather than environmental factors such as parental 

pressure or parental absence. Gowberg1 [ says that "society 

may clarify or confuse sex identity, but the maleness or " 

femaleness is there, and it has within it an urge to grow," 

-^Josselyn. "The Young Boy—No Kingdom of His Own?," 
pp. 2-7. ' " 

-^Gomberg, "Tomorrow's Family," pp. 7-11. 
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In the masculinity-feminity continuum, it was predicted 

that the femininity of girls orphaned by death of the father 

tends to "be less pronounced than that of non-orphaned girls; 

further, that girls father-orphaned by other reasons would 

not tend to be significantly different from girls orphaned by 

death of the father. The data did not support the hypothesis. 

There was, in fact, a trend (approaching significance) in the 

opposite d irection of that predicted concerning girls orphaned 

by death of the father. These girls were more feminine than 

non-orphaned girls. The prediction was based on a theory of 

Freud which seemed to indicate that he considered the pre-

sence of the father in the home as a necessary factor in the 

proper development of the girl into her appropriate female 

role. A further basis for the prediction was found in the 

1 f 

theory of Martin and Stendler, which holds that by admiring 

her hairdo, commenting on her clothes, and treating her dif-

ferently from her brother, the father acts as a reinforcer 

of the growing girl's femininity. Perhaps the finding can be 

explained by the girls' forming a closer association and iden-

tification with the mother as a result of the death of the 

father. Support for this supposition seems to come from a 
17 

study by Lynn and Sawrey, ' in which father-absent girls 

became more dependent on the mother. Further support comes 
•^Freud, "Female Sexuality/' pp. 194-211. 

^Martin and Stendler, Child Behavior and Development, 
pp. 328-330. ~ ' " """""" ~ 

"^Lynn and Sawrey, "The Effects of Father-Absence en 
Norwegian Boys and Girls," pp. 258-262. 
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from a study by Stolz, which found that father separation 

caused the child to become closer to the mother. Brim-*-® feels 

that personality is "the learned reperatoIre of roles." The 

girl Ss may have become more feminine as a result of becoming 

closer to the mother and learning her role to a greater extent 

than the other girls. 

In summary of the results, it appears that some relation-

ship did exist between the personality adjustment of the 

various groups and the presence or absence of the father. 

Essentially, in over-all adjustment, as measured by the Rotter, 

the boys and girls father-orphaned by death tended to be less 

well adjusted than the non-orphaned. In the loss of father 

by reasons other than death, the boys seemed to be more 

adversely influenced than the girls. The six variables, as 

measured by the Bell, revealed some differences, but did.not 

seem to account fully for all of the specific personality 

factors which were influencing the over-all adjustment. Per-

haps the self rating device did not probe deeply enough, and 

it may have not included all of the influencing factors. 

Suggestions for further study: 

The effects of emotional divorce versus legal divorce 

upon the personality development of children. 

The effects upon children of father-loss as it is 

related to the attitude of the mother regarding the absent 

father. 

l^BrinOj "Personality Development as Role-Learning," p. 141, 
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A study similar to the present one which compares 

father absence—one group which was able to identify 

with another male and one group which was not able to 

identify with another male. 

A study similar to the present one which, employs 

other measuring devices. For instance, a combination of 

two or more of the following: Rotter Incomplete Sentences 

Blank, Rorschach, S-0 Rorschach, Thematic Apperception 

Test, Edwards Personal Preference Schedule, California 

Psychological Inventory, and Bonney-Fessenden Soclograph 

or other sociometric device; 

A study similar to the present one involving older 

Ss. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

This paper investigated the relationship of the early-

loss of the father to injurious effects upon the personality 

development of boys and girls which are still evident in late 

adolescence. There have been a number of studies which indi-

cate that adverse effects exist during early or middle child-

hood, but fail to show whether the difficulties persist into 

late adolescence. 

Major Hypotheses 

Hypothesis la: Boys orphaned by death of the father tend 

to have less satisfactory over-all adjustment than do non-

orphaned boys, and boys father-orphaned by other reasons tend 

to be more adversely affected than those orphaned by death of 

the father. 

Hypothesis lb: Girls orphaned by death of the father 

tend to have less satisfactory over-all adjustment than do 

non-orphaned girls, and girls father-orphaned by other reasons 

tend to be more adversely affected than those orphaned by death 

of the father. 

Secondary Hypotheses 

Hypothesis la: Home adjustment of boys orphaned by death 

of the father tends to be less satisfactory than that of 

7Q 
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non-orphaned boys, and boys father-orphaned by other reasons 

tend to be more adversely affected than those orphaned by death 

of the father. 

Hypothesis lb: Home adjustment of girls orphaned by 

death of the father tends to be less satisfactory than that 

of non-orphaned girls, and girls father-orphaned by other 

reasons tend to be more adversely affected than those orphaned 

by death of the father. 

Hypothesis 2a: Health ad justwent of boys father-orphaned 

by any reason will not tend to be significantly different from 

that of non-orphaned boys. 

Hypothesis 2b: Health adjustment of girls father-orphaned 

by any reason will not tend to be significantly different from 

that of non-orphaned girls0 

Hypothesis 3a: Subroissiveness of boys orphaned, by death 

of the father tends to be more pronounced than that of non-

orphaned boys, and boys father-orphaned by other reasons will 

not tend to be significantly different from those orphaned by 

death. 

Hypothesis 3b: Submissiveness—self-assert ion of girls 

father-orphaned by any reason tends to be no different from 

that of non-orphaned girls. 

Hypothesis 4a: Emotionality of boys orphaned by death 

of the father tends to be less satisfactory than that of non-

orphaned boys, and boys father-orphaned by other reasons tend 

to be more adversely affected than those orphaned by death of 

the father. 
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Hypothesis 4b: Emotionality of girls orphaned "by death 

of the father tends to be less satisfactory than that of non-

orphaned girls, and girls father-orphaned by other reasons 

tend to be more adversely affected than those orphaned by 

death of the father. 

Hypothesis 5a: Hostility-friendliness of boys father-

orphaned by any reason will not tend to be significantly 

different from that of non-orphaned boys. 

Hypothesis 5"b: Hostility-friendliness of girls orphaned 

by death of the father will not tend, to be significantly 

different from that of non-orphaned girls, while girls father-

orphaned by other reasons will tend to be more hostile than 

non-orphaned girls. 

Hypothesis 6a: Masculinity of boys • orphaned by death of 

the father will not tend to be significantly different from 

that of nor-orphaned boys, and the same prediction is made 

for boys father-orphaned by other reasons. 

Hypothes3 s 6b: Femininity of girls orphaned by death of 

the father tends to be less pronounced than that of non-

orphaned girls, and it is not expected that femininity of 

girls father-orphaned by other reasons will be significantly 

different from that of those orphaned by death. 

Method 

The Rotter Incomplete Sentences Blank, College Form, and 

the Bell Adjustment- Inventory, Revised 1962, Student Form, were 

administered to male and female college freshmen (ages 17, 3-8 
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and 19) in North Texas area, colleges during the spring semester 

of 1966. The tests were administered to classes of students 

taking basic courses. The number of subjects for study were 

64 each, boys and girls, Father Present; 40 each, boys and 

girls, Father Absent-Death; and 42 each, boys and girls, Father 

Absent-Other. The loss of the father had to occur by age eight 

of the child with no subsequent father substitute in the home0 

The Father Absent-Other category was defined as loss of the 

father by separation, divorce, desertion or other reason. The 

injurious effects measured were as follows: over-all ad just-

men t as measured by the Rotter, and six measures of personal 

and social adjustment as determined by the Bell. No attempt 

was made to match the subjects by socio-economic or intelligence 

level.s, as the test manuals indicate these factors are not 

pertinent on the college level. 

A two by three factorial design was employed to analyze 

the variability of the population on the seven different fac-

tors. Interaction and main effects were studied in detail. 

The t test was used to analyze the simple effects and the 

main effects (as applicable) in -reference to the basic dif-

ferences between the means of the various groups. The two 

main classifications and their respective sub-classifications 

were Sex~~boy s , girls; and Fa. then S tat us-- - fat he r present, 

father absent death, and father absent other. 
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Conclusions 

Boys orphaned by death of the father were found to have 

less satisfactory over-all adjustment than non-orphaned boys, 

and boys father-orphaned by other reasons were more adversely 

affected than those orphaned, by death of the father. Major 

Hypothesis la vras accepted. 

Girls orphaned by death of the father "were found to have 

considerably jeso satisfactory over-all adjustment than non-

orphaned £irist The girls father-orphaned by other reasons 

had slightly higher mean scores than those orphaned by death 

of the father} although the difference was not signifleant, 

In essence, the girls were affected by loss, of the father, 

but the manner of loss made lit13 e difference to them. Major 

Hypothesis lb was accepted as to the girls orphaned by death 

of the fathers and rejected concerning those orphaned by 

other reasons. 

Boys father-orphaned by death were found to be as" 

satisfactory in ho : D'"!? CI *5 justment as non-orphaned boys, and 

boys father-orphaned by other reasons had significantly less 

satisfactory home adjustment than either of the other two 

groups, Secondary hypothesis la was accepted concerning the 

boys father-orphaned by other reasons, and rejected concerning 

the boys father-orphaned by death. 

Girls father-orphaned by death were found to have less 
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was no significant difference between the father absent-groups. 

Losing the father appears to have had souie adverse effects on 

the girls, although the manner of loss did not seem -to be an 

influencing factor. Secondary Hypothesis lb was accepted in 

part and rejected in part. 

Boys father-orphaned by any reason were not found to be 

significantly different from non-orphaned boys concerning health 

adjustment. Secondary Hypothesis 2a was accepted. 

Girls father-orphaned by any reason were not found to be 

significantly different from non-orphaned girls concerning their 

health adjustment* Secondary Hypothesis 2b was accepted. 

Boys father-orphaned by death were found to be more sub-

missive than non-orphaned boys, and there was no significant 
m 

difference between the two groups of orphaned boys. The maimer 

of father-loss appeared to make no material difference,, Second-

ary Hypothesis 3a was accepted. 

Girls father-orphaned by any reason were not found to be 

significantly different in the subaissiveness--self-assertion 

continuum from non-orphaned girls. Father-loss appeared to 

have no significant bearing upon- the subtnisslveness—self-

assertion adjustment of the girls. Secondary Hypothesis 3b 

was accepted. 

Boys orphaned by death of the father were found to have 

significantly better emotional adjustment than non-orphaned 

boys. This finding was in the opposite direction of that pre-

dicted. There was no significant difference between the 
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non-orphaned boys and the boys father-orphaned "by reasons 

other than death. Secondary Hypothesis 4a was rejected. 

Girls father-orphaned "by any reason were not found to 

be significantly different in emotional adjustment from non-

orphaned girls. Secondary Hypothesis 4b was rejected. 

Boys father-orphaned by any reason were not found to be 

significantly different in hostility-friendliness from non-

orphaned boys. Secondary Hypothesis 5a was accepted„ 

Girls father-orphaned by any reason were not found to be-

significantly different in hostility-friendliness from non-

orphaned girls. Secondary Hypothesis 5b was accepted in part 

and rejected in part. It had been predicted that girls father-

orphaned by reasons other than death would be more hostile than 

girls fath©r-orphaned by death. 

The masculinity of boys father-orphaned by any reason 

was not found to be significantly different from that cf non-

orphaned boys. Secondary Hypothesis 6a was accepted. 

Girls father--orphaned by death exhibited a trend (ap-

proaching significance) toward being more ' feminine than non-

orphaned girls. This finding was in the opposite direction 

to that predicted. There was no significant difference between 

non-orphaned girls and the girls father-orphaned by reasons 

other than death. Secondary Hypothesis 6b was rejected. 

As so little is known about the importance of the role 

of the father in the personality development of the child 

(particularly the effects of his absence and whether the 
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effects persist into the later life of the child), further 

studies seem to be in order. Additional studies should tend 

to confirm the. findings of this study which indicate that 

father absence is related to injurious effects which persist 

into the later life of the child. Such information could be 

of value to parents, teachers, counselors, psychologists, 

and others who deal with young, people in close relationships, 
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l'nfori»at Ion Sheet 

Name Birth Date Race 

Freshman_ Sophomore Junior ^Senior Graduate Student 

Are both of your natural parents living? Yes_ No 
If both natural parents are living, has either your mother 
or father been absent from the home for extended periods of 
time (Yes No ) because of separation , divorce , other 
reason __? 

Did your father leave home not to return for some reason 
other than death? Yes No » Divorce , separation , 
desertion , other . What age ware you "when he left?_ _ 
Did you have a substitute father in the home during his ab-
sence? Yes _ No . Grandfather , other person_ , Did 
you have a substitute father outside the home; someone you 
especially admired, or looked to for advice and guidance? 
Yes No Classify the person (such as family friend, 
uncle," minister or priest, school teacher, as applicable) 

If either parent is deceased, which one? Father Mother 
What age were you at the time? . Did the surviving parent*" 
remarry? Yes No If the surviving parent did not remarry, 
did you have a substitute parent in the home? Yes No _. 
Grandmother grandfather other person , Did you have a 
substitute father outs ide the home; someone you especially 
admired, or looked'~to Tor advice and guidance? Yes No , 
Classify the person (such as family friend > uncle, minister 
or priest, school teacher, as applicable) 

Educational level of your Mother Father . 
(Even though parent deceased, shovT'educational level'at 
time became deceased.) 

Father's occupation Mother's 
occupation^ _____ " **" ~ (Show occupation 
each parent foITbwed™even though now""deceased.) 

I have brothers and sisters. 

Ages of brothers 

Ages of sisters 
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